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March, 2018 In this and evergsue, by His grace, oonly purpose is to honor Jesus Christ.

The Doctrines of Grace ~ 3
Their Fourth Point—Irresistible Grace (1)

By Daniel E. Parks, Pastor
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, 74 Estate Cane Caon, Frederiksted, Virgin Islands, USA, 00840

The five points of the Doctrines of Grace areggally identified by the acrostidULIP :
Total Depravity Unconditional ElectionLimited Atonementlrresistible GracePerseverance of the Saints
We here will observe the doctrine of the fourtting.
. Irresistible Grace defined. Graceis “unmerited favor.” The grace of God is His unitezt favor to sinners who poss

no merit, and can perform no works worthy of iteTdrace of God to which we here refer is that ofl @ee Holy Spirit in ap-

plying to the Father’s elect the benefits of sabrasecured for them by Jesus Christ. This gradbefoly Spirit isirresistible

not because He is never resisted (see Acts 7:bl)hdrause it is efficacious and invincible, anerdifiore overcomes all re

sistance. This doctrine is therefore called, by esoffficacious Grace.
II. Irresistible Grace contrasted. The Irresistible Grace of the Holy Spirit is dahigy both Pelagians and Arminians
Semi-Pelagians), but for different reasons. (Segipus messages in this series for the originkedd heresies).

Pelagiansdeny the Irresistible Grace of the Holy Spirit aation because they deny even the necessityatf awgrace

Pelagians believe man is born perfectly good, hredefore can with equal ability choose either thedgor the bad—or even
sinlessly perfect! Therefore there is no needHerHoly Spirit to enable or help man to obtain atibn.

Arminiansdeny the Irresistible Grace of the Holy Spirit dese they believe He cannot perform His work ofaadn apart
ti

from their coopecration They believe not only in their own inherent pouersuccessfully thwart God’s purpose in salva
but also in the necessity of their working togetiv¢h God for their salvation.
Their doctrine in this regard is identified sgnergism literally, “working together.” Synergists are @ft heard sayin
“God has done His part for your salvation, now yawst do your part, else He cannot save you.”
All the above heresies are diametrically opposetthé Scriptural maxim, “Salvation is of Jehovahterfi beginning to e
and in its entirety (Jonah 2:9).
(Continued on the other side of this page.)
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(Continued from the other side of this page.) who were dead in trespasses and sins...But God ismtich in
All the above heresies are diametrically opposedth® mercy, because of His great love with which He tbus, even
Scriptural maxim, “Salvation is of Jehovah—fromgie When we were dead in trespasses, made us alivthesgeith
ning to end and in its entirety (Jonah 2:9). Christ (by grace you have been saved).” The regéeer hav-
IIl. Irresistible Grace Proven. ing been spiritually dead when they were made tsiiltiy
1. The Holy Spirit does, indeed, perform a work of alive, had as much to do with their secondsmiritual birth, as
grace in salvation.As theFatherperformed His work in thethey did with their first and natural birth. Thelyetefore are
electionof His people, and as tf&onperformed His work in those “who were born, not of blood [not of bloodati®ns, as
the redemptionof the elect, theSpirit performs His work in in Matthew 3:9], nor of the will of the flesh [nof a physical
the regenerationof the redeemed elect. The Son graciou@ct, as in John 3:4, 6a], nor of the will of mawrff man’s
purchased the salvation of the Father’s elect; the Spirit in freewill], but of God” (John 1:13; cp. 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John
turn applies the benefits of that salvation to thdme ob- 5:4).
jects of this work are therefore said to be, “ekmtording to God performs His work of regeneration throughRieeson
the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctificanf the Of the Holy Spirit (John 3:5-7): “Jesus answerédos$t assur-
Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blootl Jesus €dly, | say to you, unless one is born of water #uedSpirit, he
Christ” (1 Peter 1:2). All who were in eternity fesified by cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is bofrthe
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ’imitime flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spsispirit. Do
be “called [by the Holy Spirit]” (Jude 1). He calBod’s re- not marvel that | said to you, “You must be bormiag™ To
deemed elect in His work of regeneration. be “born of water and the Spirit” is to experiefittee washing
To regenerate is to “cause to be spiritually bagain.” Of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirihat is, “not
This new birth is necessitated by the fall of alnkind in by works of righteousness which we have done, booraing
Adam'’s transgression, which resulted in their spéi death, to [God's] mercy” (Titus 3:5).
or separation from God, and His kingdom (Gen. 215- The result of regeneration is not a mere reforomatbut an
3:1-8; Rom. 5:12, 15a, 16a, 17a, 18a, 19a; Eph. 2:1-3). Re- entirely new creation (1 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10): “Therefore, if
generation is necessary in order to see or engekittygdom anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
of God (John 3:3): “Jesus answered and said toofiéimus], passed away; behold, all things have become new.” “For we
‘Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is bayaig he are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus fadgeorks,
cannot see the kingdom of God.” which God prepared beforehand that we should watkém.”
Regeneration is in no way a work of man, but nathe [To be continued, Lord willing, next month.]
work of God alone (Eph. 2:1-5): “And you He made/@|

“Who is a liar, but he that denies Jesus is theiSiar
By John Gill (1697-1771)

On that very Christ and true Messiah who was spaleby all the prophets since the beginning of wreld, and sq
much, and so long desired by the Old Testamentssaime that denies that Jesus of Nazareth is theiltesf the prophetg,
is not, indeed, the only liar in the world, butibghe greatest of liars! This is a consummateldaing opposed to a glari]
truth of God, to a fact clear and indisputable, afdch rests not merely on the testimony of Jesdm is truth itself, an
who, in express words, more than once declarecaaserted Himself to be the Christ, but all the atiars of the Messiah4
everything that is said of Him in the prophets meelesus. And the miracles which were done by Hisnflagrant proofs
and undeniable evidences of His being the Chrig@ad. All the apostles believed and were sure lfeatvas Christ, the Sgn
of the living God—to which may be added the testignof John the Baptist who was sent, and came &o Wwigness of Him|
and did. John was a prophet, and a man of grebitprand integrity.

But there was a greater witness than he—even Goddif, by a voice from heaven, bore testimony tmHANnd angels
at His incarnation, declared Him to be the Sawidrich is Christ the Lord. Yes, the devil himselhavis a liar, and the fathgr
of lies in other things, knew and acknowledged gégibe the Christ, so that those that deny Hintlaevorst of liars, eve
worse than the devil himself!

This may have regard not only to the Jews, why desus to be the Messiah, but chiefly to such gdby the name 1

=]

Christians—who deny either His proper Deity, orl feamanity, as Ebion and Cerinthus, which were d&nyiim to be th
God-Man, the Mediator, and Messiah. And it is atse of all such that deny Him in any of His offsg®r in things relatin
to them, as His gospel, or any of the peculiar iloes of it, delivered by Him, and so deny His grefic office.

Those are liars who deny any of His ordinanagstjtutions, and appointments, as lawgiver in Hiade, King of saints
and so deny Him in His kingly office or reject Has the alone Savior, joining their own works wittmiin the business ¢
salvation, and oppose His sacrifice and satisfacémd despise his imputed righteousness, andrspHdien in His priestly
office.

Now these are instances of some of the liarstlaesk some of the doctrinal lies which are nohefttuth of God, as in L
John 2:22.

—h

(John Gill was a gospel preacher, theologian, andneentator from England)

Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ.






