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“For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the First-Boamong many brethren.”
Romans 8:29.

You will have noticed that in this chapter, Paus lieen expounding a very deep inward, spiritual
experience. He has written concerning the spiriaidage, and the spirit of adoption; the infirestof
the flesh, and the help of the Holy Spirit; the tivey for the redemption of the body, and the groans
which cannot be uttered. It was most natural, floeee that a deep spiritual experience should bhing
to a clear perception of the doctrines of grace stach an experience is a school in which alonegho
great truths of God are effectually learned. A latklepth in the inner life accounts for most o ttoc-
trinal error in the church. Sound conviction of,sleep humiliation on account of it, and a sensettef
weakness and unworthiness naturally conduct thel fonthe belief of the doctrines of grace, while
shallowness in these matters leaves a man coniémtavsuperficial creed. Those teachings which are
commonly called Calvinistic doctrines are usuallgsinbeloved and best received by those who have
had much conflict of soul, and so have learnedsthength of corruption and the necessity of divine
grace.

Note, also, that Paul in this chapter has beeringaf the sufferings of this present time, and
though by faith he speaks of them as very incomglide compared with the glory to be revealed; yet w
know that they were not inconsiderable in his cagewas a man of many trials; he went from one trib
ulation to another for Christ’'s sake; he swam tgtomany seas of affliction to serve the churcho | d
not wonder, therefore, that in his epistles heroftesscourses upon the doctrines of foreknowledge an
predestination, and eternal love because thesg rach cordial for a fainting spirit. To be cheeratter
many things which otherwise would depress him Békever may betake himself to the matchless mys-
teries of the grace of God which are wines on ¢es hell refined! Sustained by distinguishing grace
man learns to glory in tribulations, and strengtdteby electing love, he defies the hatred of thedvo
and the trials of life. Suffering is the collegeathodoxy. Many a Jonah who now rejects the doesri
of the grace of God only needs to be put into tihale/s belly, and he will cry out with the soundest
free grace advocate—"Salvation is of the Lord.” dperous professors, who do no business amid Da-
vid’s billows and waterspouts, may set small stoy¢he blessed anchorage of eternal purpose ame eve
lasting love, but those who are “tossed with terypssd not comforted, are of another mind.” Letsthe
few sentences suffice for a preface; | utter themimthe spirit of controversy, but the reverse.

Our text begins by the expression, “Whom He dickoow, He also did predestinate,” and many
senses have been given to this word, “foreknowgug in this case one commends itself beyond every
other. Some have thought that it simply means @uwat predestinated men whose future history He did
foreknow; the text before us cannot be so undedistbecause the Lord foreknows the history of every
man, and angel, and devil. So far as mere preseigoes, every man is foreknown, and yet no one will
assert that all men are predestinated to be coefbtothe image of the Lord Jesus. But it is furtee
serted that the Lord foreknew who would exerciggen¢ance, who would believe in Jesus, and who
would persevere in a consistent life to the ends Treadily granted, but a reader must wear peny-
erful magnifying glasses before he will be ableligzover that sense in the text! Upon looking adhef
at my Bible, | do not perceive such a statemenerelare those words which you have added, “Whom
He did foreknowto repentto believeandto persevere in grace?'do not find them either in the Eng-
lish version or in the Greek original. If | could sead them, the passage would certainly be vesy, ea
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and would very greatly alter my doctrinal views!tBas | do not find those words there, begging your
pardon, | do not believe in them; however wise addisable a human interpolation may be, it has no
authority with us; we bow to Holy Scripture, notglmsses which theologians may choose to put upon i
No hint is given in the text of foreseen virtue angre than of foreseen sin, and, therefore, welave

en to find another meaning for the word. We findttthe word’know” is frequently used in Scripture,
not only for knowledge, but also for favor, lovedacomplacency. Our Lord Jesus Christ will sayhi
judgment, concerning certain persons, “I nekegwyou,” yet in a sense He knew them, for He knows
every man! He knows the wicked as well as the egus, but there the meaning is, “I never knew you
in such a respect as to feel any complacency in goany favor towards you.” See also John 10:54, 1
and 2 Timothy 2:19. In Romans 11:2, we read, “Gasl iot cast away His people which He foreknew,”
where the sense evidently has the idea of fore-land it is so to be understood here. Those wham th
Lord looked upon with favor as He foresaw them,hde predestinated to be conformed to the image of
His Son. They are, as Paul puts it in his lettah®oEphesians, “predestinated according to thpgaer

of Him who works all things after the counsel oEHhaill.”

| am anxious not to tarry over controverted mattets to reach the subject of my sermon this morn-
ing. Here we have in the texipnformity to Chrisspoken of ashe aim of predestinatiorwe have, sec-
ondly, predestination as the impelling force by which tbamformity is to be achievednd we have,
thirdly, the First-Born Himself set before us as the ultenand of the predestinations and of the con-
formity—"That HE might be the First-Born among many bretht

I. Mark then, with care, that OUR CONFORMITY TO CHRI$S THE SACRED OBJECT OF
PREDESTINATION. Into predestination itself | willoh now pry; the deeper things shall be left with
God. | think it was Bishop Hall who once said, Hahk God | am not of His counsels, but | am of His
court.” If I cannot understand, | will not questjdor | am not His counselor; but | will adore aoldey,
for I am, by His grace, His servant. Now today,iisgave are here taught the object of His predestina
tion, it will be our business to labor after it—Htess God that He has set such an object before &iith
pray thatwe may be partakers in it. Here stands the case.Wésnoriginally made in the image of God,
but by sin he has defaced that privilege, and n@wwo are born into this world are fashioned, not i
the heavenly image of God, but in the earthy imzfgée fallen Adam. “We have borne,” says the apos-
tle, in the first epistle to the Corinthians, “tmeage of the earthy.” The Lord, in boundless grdaes
resolved that a company, whom no man can numbkeddaere, “many brethren,” shall be restored to
His image in the particular form in which His etar$on displays it. To this end Jesus Christ can i
the world and boreur image, that we, through His grace, might bd&rimage; He became a partaker
of our infirmities and sicknesses that we mighphetakers of the divine nature in all its excelkeand
purity. Therefore, the one thing to which the Lagdvorking us through His Spirit, both by providenc
and by grace, is the likeness of the Lord from kBeawHe is evermore transforming the chosen—
removing that defilement of sin, and molding thefterathe perfect model of His Son, Jesus Christ, th
second Adam, who is the First-Born among the “mameyhren.”

Now, observe that this conformity to Christ liessieveral things. First, we are to be conformed to
Him as to oumature What was the nature of Christ, then, as divine® Mdst not pry into it, but we
know that He was verily of the nature of God. “Bgn, not made,” says the Athanasian Creed, and it
says truly, too, “Being of one substance with théEr.” Now, we also, though we at our conversian a
new creatures, are also said to be, “Begotten agtira lively hope.” To be begotten is somethingren
than to be made; this is a more personal work af,@ad that which is begotten is in closer affiray
Him than that which is only created. As Christ was the Only-Begotten of the Father, far above mere
creatures, so also to be begotten of Goduincase, means far more than evenfits¢ and perfect crea-
tion could imply. As to His humanity, our blessedrd, when He came into this world, underwent a
birth which was a remarkable type of our seconthbide was born into this world in a very humble
place, amidst the oxen and in the manger, but Eleethnot the songs of angels, and the adoratiomeof
heavenly hosts! Even so, we, also, were born ofSpieit without human observation—men of this
world saw no glory whatever in our regeneratiom,ifavas not performed by mystic rites, or with sac
erdotal pomp. The Spirit of God found us in our lestate, and quickened us without outward display;
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yet at that same moment, where human eyes sawngpgeraphic eyes beheld marvels of divine grace,
and angels in heaven rejoiced over one sinner whpented, singing once again—“Glory to God in the
highest!” When our Lord was born, a few choice ispiwelcomed His birth; an Anna and a Simeon
were ready to take the new-born child into them&rmand bless God for Him, and even so there were
some that hailedur new birth with much thanksgiving. Friends and welthers who had watched for
our salvation were glad when they beheld in ugrine heavenly life, and gladly did they take usntp

the arms of Christian nurture! Perhaps, also, theas one who had travailed in birth till Christ was
formed in us the hope of glory, and how happy wed spirit to see us born unto God! How did our
spiritual parent ponder each gracious word whichuttered, and thank God for the good signs of grace
which could be found in our conversation! Then,, taavorse than Herod sought to kill us; Satan was
eager that the new-born child of grace should li@gdeath, and therefore sent forth fierce tennuat

to slay us. But the Lord found a shelter for odam spiritual life, and preserved the young clailie;

in us the living and incorruptible Seed abode aralvg As many of you as have been born-again have
been conformed to the image of Christ in the mattedis birth, and you are now partakers of His na-
ture, it is not possible for us to be divine, yesiwritten that we are made “Partakers of thengivna-
ture.” We cannot be precisely as God is, yet ahawe borne the image of the earthy, we shall a¢so b
the image of the heavenly, whatever that image beaylhe new birth as surely stands us with the im-
age of Christ as our first birth impressed us wittesemblance to the fathers of our flesh. Out lhirsh
gave us humanity; our second birth allies us witityD As we were conceived in sin at the first, and
shaped in iniquity, even so in regeneration our meaw is renewed in knowledge after the image of
Him who created us. He who sanctifies, and they aiteosanctified are all of one—for which cause He
is not ashamed to call them brethren.

Furthermore, this conformity to Christ liesnelationshipas well as in nature. Our Lord is the Son
of the Highest—the Son of God! And truly, beloveds are now the sons of God, and it does not yet
appear what we shall be, but we know that whenhdd appear, we shall be like He, for we shall see
Him as He is. Jehovah has declared that He will Bather to us, and that we shall be His sons asnd H
daughters. As surely as Jesus is a Son, so sueeWye for the same Spirit bears witness to batht ia
written, “And because you are sons, God has setit the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father.” When Jesus came into the world a¥<380n, He was not left without attesting proofs;
His first public appearance, when He came to thiersaf baptism, was signaled by a voice out of the
excellent glory which said, “This is My beloved Sband the descending Spirit, like a dove, rested u
on Him. So is it also with us. The voice of Godtlre Word has testified to us our heavenly Father’s
love, and the Holy Spirit has borne witness with spirits that we are the children of God. Whestfir
we dared to come forward and say, “We are on the’sside,” some of us had sacred tokens of son-
ship which have never been forgotten by us; anehtiftes, since then, we have received renewed seals
of our adoption from the great Father of our spiriHe who believes on the Son has the witnesém h
self,” so that he can, with his brethren, say pyaiftwe know that we have passed from death urfi&o’li
God has given us full assurance, and infalliblértemy, and in all this we rejoice; we have beliéve
Jesus, and it is written, “As many as received Horthem gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to as many as believed on His name.”

Our Lord was declared to be the Son of God by thiers which He performed, both towards God,
and towards man; as a Son He served His Fathercquld see the nature of God in Him; in His deep
sympathy with God, and in His exact imitation ofds&Vhatever God would have done under the cir-
cumstances, Jesus did. You perceive at once, bygeég¢ids, that His nature was Godlike. His works bore
witness of Him; it was most clear that He actedaas God as a son towards a father. Now in propor-
tion as God'’s determination has been carried oussinwve also act to God as children towards a tpvin
father; and whereas the children of darkness spetideir own, and like their father, who is a liapeak
the lie, and like their father, who is a murdesst out wrath and bitterness—even so the childfen o
God speak the truth, for God is true, and theyfatef love, for God is love; and their life isgint, for
their God is light; they feel that they must actdar the circumstances in which they are placethes
would suppose Jesus would have acted, who is theoSthe ever-blessed Father. Moreover, Christ
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worked miracles of mercy towards men which proveuh itb be the Son of God. It is true we can work
no miracles, yet we can do works which mark Gotiikdeen. We cannot break the bread and multiply
it; we can, however, generously distribute whathaee, and thus, in feeding the hungry, we shaWgro
ourselves children of our Father who is in heaWs.cannot heal the diseased with our touch, sall w
can care for the sick, and so in love towards tlifesng, we can prove ourselves to be childrethef
tender and ever-pitiful God. But our Lord has toklthat greater works than His own shall we do be-
cause He is gone to His Father—and these greattswee do. We can worgpiritual miracles. Today,
can we not stand at the grave of the dead sinndrsay, “Lazarus, come forth?” And has not Godrofte
made the dead to rise at our word, by the poweti®fSpirit? Today, also, we can preach the gospel o
Jesus Christ, casting it about us as if it weregaument, and he who touches the hem thereof, kball
not also be made whole today, even as when Jestigawang men? This day, if we do not break fish
and barley loaves, we bring you better food; ttag,df we cannot give to men opened eyes and un-
stopped ears, yet in the teaching of the gospdestis, by the power of the Spirit, the mental gye i
cleansed, and the soul’s ear also is purged—sarttetery child of God, in proportion as he labors
the power of the Spirit for Christ—the works whicé does bear witness of him that he is a son ot God
His zeal in doing them proves that he has thetspira child of God, and the result of those works
proves that God works in him as He will never dainy but His own children. Thus, in relationship, a
well as in nature, we are conformed to the imag€lufst!

Thirdly, we are to be conformed to the image ofi€hn ourexperienceThis is the part of the sub-
ject from which our cowardly spirit often shrinksyt if we were wise it would not be so. What wae th
experience of Christ in this world? That ours Wil We may sum it up as referring to God, to men, t
the devil, and to all evil. His experience with aegdjto God; what was that? “Though He were a Sen, y
He learned obedience by the things which He sulféfEhough without sin, He was not without suffer-
ing; the First-Born of the divine family was moreraly chastened than any other of the household. He
was smitten of God and afflicted till, as the clina all, He criedEloi, Eloi, lama Sabacthani®h, the
bitterness of that cry—"My God, My God, why havewforsaken Me?” It was the Father bruising the
First-Born Son! And, if you and I, brothers andtesis, are to be conformed to the image of the First
Born, though we may expect from God much fatherlye| we may also reckon that it will show itself in
parental discipline. If you are without chastisemevhere all are partakers, then are you bastaiuts,
not sons! But, if you are true sons, like the FiBetn, the rod will make you smart, and sometimes y
will have to say, “My God, my God, why have youdaken me?” “For whom the Lord loves He chas-
tens, and scourges every son whom He receivesulfepdure chastening, God deals with you as with
sons, for what son is he whom the father chastet®’ if we are predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son, the Lord has predestinated usuoh tribulation, and through it shall we inhehet
kingdom!

Next survey our dear covenant head in His expegi@mgelation to men. “He came unto His own,
and His own received Him not.” “He was despised @apelcted of men.” He said, “Reproach has broken
My heart, and | am full of heaviness.” Now belovedthe very proportion in which we are conformed
to the image of Christ we shall have to “Go fortitauHim outside the camp, bearing His reproach.”
The disciple, if he is a true disciple, is not abdws Master, nor the servant above his Lord;afythave
called the Master of the house Beelzebub, much mdkéhey call them of His household by some yet
more opprobrious title if they can invent it. Thairgs of God must not expect crowns where Christ
found a cross; they must not reckon to ride inntiph through those streets which saw the Savior hur-
ried to a malefactor’s death; we must suffer witinHf we would be glorified with Him; fellowship in
His sufferings is necessary to communion with Hids\g

Then, consider our Lord’s experience with regarth®sprince of the power of the air. Satan was no
friend to Christ, but finding Him in the desert, é@me to Him with this accursed “if"—*“If you areeh
Son of God.” With that attack upon His Sonship, fiead commenced the battle. “If you are the Son of
God”; you know how thrice he assailed Him with thdaemptations which are most likely to be attrac-
tive to poor humanity, but Jesus overcame themTak arch enemy, the old dragon was always nib-
bling at the heel of our great Michael, who hag¥er crushed his head. We are predestinated torbe c
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formed to Christ in that respect—the serpent’s Istjotand cruelty will assail us, also, for a tentpte
head involves tempted members. Satan desires ®us\and to sift us as wheat; he attacked the-Shep
herd and he will never cease to worry the shegsniuch as we are of the seed of the woman, there
must be enmity between us and the seed of therderpe

And, as to all evil, our Lord’s entire life was operpetual battle; He was fighting evil in the high
places, and evil in the low, evil among the prigatsl evil among the people, evil in a religioussd, in
Phariseeism, and evil in the dress of philosophgragthe Sadducees. He fought it everywhere; He was
the foe of everything that was wrong, false, sklfisnholy, or impure; and you and | must be confxm
to Christ in this respect. We are to be holy, hass] undefiled and separate from sinners; you fare o
God, little children, and the whole world lies etwicked one. We are chosen out of the world ta be
peculiar people, adversaries to all evil, neveastiag our sword till we enter into our rest; we & be
like He, then, in nature, in relation, in experienc

Fourthly. We are to be conformed to Christ Jesu® &éis character Time and ability alike fail us
to speak of this; | only pray that God’s Spirit mayake ourdivesto speak of it. He was consecrated to
God—so are we to be. The zeal of God’s house ate ii—so should it consume us, also. He went
about His Father’s business—so should we ever bepied. Towards man He was all love—it becomes
us to be the same. He was gentle and kind andreradeHe was, so are we to be in this world. He did
not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smdlarg—neither should we; yet was He stern in the de-
nunciation of all evil—so should we be. Purity, iheks, unselfishness—all the virtues should glow in
us as they shone in Him. Ah, and blessed be Goglig too, by the work of the Spirit! Our text
speaks not only of what we ought to be, but of whathall be, for we argredestinatedo be con-
formed to the image of God’s Son! My brothers aistess, what a glorious model! Behold it! Wonder
at it! And bless God for it! You are not to be comhed to the mightiest of the apostles—you will one
day be purer than were Paul or John while hereddefou are not to be conformed to the most sublime
of the prophets—you shall be like the prophets’ tddsYou are not to be content with your own con-
ception of that which is beautiful and lovely—Goqlierfect conception Incarnated in His own Son is
that to which you shall certainly be brought by pinedestination of God!

Just a sentence upon another point. We are to mferaced to the image of His Son, fifthly, as to
ourinheritance for He is heir of all things, and what less aeeheirs of, since all things are ours? He is
Heir of this world. “You made Him to have dominiorer all the works of Your hands: You have put
all things under His feet, all sheep and oxen, gesl, the fowl of the air and the fish of the sed] a
whatever passes through the paths of the sea.’@&/ed yet all things put under man, but we seasles
who was made a little lower than the angels fordhiéering of death crowned with glory and honor;
and in the person of Christ Jesus this day wepntee who are made in His image, have dominion over
all things, being all made kings and priests untm Gand in Christ Jesus ordained to reign with Him
forever and ever! “If children then heirs,” sayg #postle; therefore, whatever Christ has we have,
though we may be very poor and unknown, yet whatbetngs to Christ belongs to us. “The good of
all the land of Egypt is yours,” said Joseph tobrsthers, and Jesus says this to all His peopliéate
yours, for you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.”

| must close this point—time goes much too swittlis morning when speaking upon this delightful
theme. By observing that we are to be conformedhnst in Hisglory, we will think of our bodies, for
that is a point surrounded with consolation, siReeshall change our vile body, and make it likeount
His glorious body! We are like Adam, now, in weagsend pain, and we shall soon be like he in
death—returning to the ground where we were takehwe shall rise again to a better life! And then
shall we wear in glory and incorruption the imadgé¢he second Adam, the Lord from heaven! Conceive
the beauties of the risen Redeemer! Let your famith your imagination work together to portray tine u
utterable glories of Immanuel, God With Us, as e at the right hand of the Father—such and so
bright shall our glories be in the day of the reggon of the body! We shall behold His glory! Weatih
be with Him where He is, and we shall be, ourselgdsrious in His glory! Is He exalted? You also
shall be lifted up! Is He King? You shall not bectmwned! Is He a victor? You also shall bear a palm
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Is He full of joy and rejoicing? So, also, shaluysoul be filled to the brim with delights! Whete is,
every saint shall be before long!

Thus much upon the sacred end of predestination.

II. Now, observe that PREDESTINATION IS THE IMPELLINGRCE TOWARDS THIS CON-
FORMITY. This truth of God divides itself thus—# thewill of God that conforms us to Christ’s im-
age rather than our own will. It is our will nowytbit was God’s will when it was not our will, arid
only became according to our will when we were @ted, because God’s grace had made us willing
in the day of its power. We cannot be made likeisEhmwillingly—a consenting will is essential tioet
likeness of Christ! Unwilling obedience would bealedienceNaturally we never will towards good
without God, but God works in us to will and to deod treats us as men responsible and intelligent,
and not as stone or metal; He made us free agamdsHe treats us as such. We are willing now to be
conformed to the image of Jesus. Yes, wenaoee than willing—we are anxious and desirous for it!
But still the main and first motive power lay not éur will, but in His will, and today the immutabl
force which is best to be depended upon does et bur fickle, feeble will, but in the unchangiagd
omnipotent will of God; the force that is conformiaos to Christ is the will of God in predestination

And so, too, it is rather Godisork than our work. We are to workith God in the matter of our be-
coming like Christ; we are not to be passive likeod or marble; we are to be prayerful, watchful; fe
vent, diligent, obedient, earnest and believing, dilll the work is God’s. Sanctification is the fds
work in us. “You have worked all our works in ugrom the first, and now, and to the last, “He thas
worked us to the same thing is God, who also haangio us the earnest of the Spirit.” There is al>-h
ness in us of our own creating; there is no goaagtin us of our own fashioning. “Every good giftca
every perfect gift is from above.” “Not unto us,tnmto us, but unto Your name be praise.” Stilletas
it is that we are free agents, yet the Lord ispgbter, and we are the clay upon the wheel, arglHiis
work, and not ours, that makes us like Christhére is a touch of our finger anywhere upon theeles
it mars and does not beautify; it is only where Gdtnd has been, that the vessel begins to asheme
form of the model. Therefore beloved, all tjlery must be unto God, and not to us. It is a greabhon
to any man to be like Christ; God does not intdmat His children should have no honor, for He puts
honor upon His own people, but the true glory Wéth Him, since He has made us. Cannot we say, this
morning, with thankful hearts, “By the grace of Goaim what | am?” And do we not feel that we shall
lay all our honors, whatever they may be, at Hiardeet who has, according to His abundant mercy,
predestinated us to be conformed to the image ®86n?

lIl. Now I must come to the third point with brevity.sliveetly appears that the ULTIMATE END
OF ALL THIS IS CHRIST. “Predestinated to be confexnto the image of His Son, that HE"—"that
HE"—God is always driving at something for Him, Hill-beloved Son. He aims at His own glory in
the glory of His dear Son. If He blesses us, theé @& last SundaySee Sermon #1041, MERCY’'S MAS-
TER MOTIVE] is still true, “Not for your sakes do | this.” & for the sake of a higher, a better One than
we are—it is “That He might be the First-Born.” Noivl understand the passage before us, it means
this. First, God predestinates us to be like JésaisHis dear Son might be the first of a new orfer
beings elevated above all other creatures, an&en&aiGod than any other existences. He was Lord of
angels, seraphim, and cherubim who obeyed His st the Son desired to be at the head of a race
of beings more nearly allied to Him than any ergtspirits. There was no kinship between the Lord
Jesus and angels, for to which of the angels hadr#ither said at any time, “You are My Son?” They
are, by nature, servants, and He is the Son—thaswgle distinction. The eternal Son desired associ
tion with beings who should be sons as He was, idswawwhom He could stand in a close relationship as
being like to them in nature and Sonship. And théhér, therefore, ordained that a seed that He had
chosen should be conformed to the image of thetlsatrHis Son might head up and be chief among an
order of beings more nearly akin to God than amgiotThe serpent said to Eve, “God knows that you
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Thahkel in it a residue of truth, for by Sovereign grae
have become such. There were no obedient creatuties world of that sort, knowing good and ewil, i
the days of Eden’s glory. The angels in heavenkmadvn good, and only good, and preserved by grace
had not fallen. The evil spirit had fallen, andkmew evil, but he had forgotten good and was inbkgpa

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 18




Sermon #1043 Glorious Predestination 7

of ever choosing it again; he is now forever bagisfrom hope of restoration. But here are we who
know both good and evil; we understand the one,thadther, too, and now there is begotten in us a
nature which loves holiness and cannot sin becaiséorn of God; we are left free agents, yes ane
freer than ever we were; and yet in this life, anthe life to come, our path is like that of thwstwhich
shines more and more unto the perfect day! Angetsvknot evil; they have never had to battle with
evil known and felt within; they have not tried thaths of sinful pleasure, and through grace they a
turned from them so as with full purpose of helaglytcleave to holiness forever. Jesus now heaasea r
assailed but victorious—sorely tempted, but enabdeolvercome! Joyfully and cheerfully forever shall
it be our delight to do the Father’s will; forewsith Christ at our head, we shall be the nearesh¢o
eternal throne; the most attached of servants,usecalso sons; the most firmly adhesive to good, be
cause we once knew the bitterness of evill Eve@lasst had to drink the cup of suffering for sing w
also have sipped of it; we have known horror causedjuilt, and, therefore, for the future shall be
throughout eternity a nobler race, freer to seargl serving God after a nobler fashion than angroth
creatures in the universe! | take it that it is theaning of the text that the Lord would have Ghoshe

the first of a nobler order of beings.

But, secondly, the object of grace is that theey ime some in heaven with whom Christ can hold
brotherly converse. Note the expression, “Manyhyest”—not that He might be the First-Born among
many, but among “many brethren,” who should be ke Our blessed Lord delights in fellowship;
such is the greatness of His heart that He woutdaalone in His glory, but would have associates
His happiness. Now, | speak with bated breath. Goddo all things, but | see not any way by which
He could give to His only-begotten Son beings #hatuld be akin to Him except through the processes
which we discover in the economy of divine gracerdHare beings that know evil, and know also good;
here are beings placed under infinite obligatiopsbnds of love and gratitude to choose forever the
good; here are beings with a nature so renewedhbgtalways must be holy beings—and these beings
can commune with the incarnate God upafferingas angels cannot! They can discuss upon the penal-
ty of guilt as angels cannot; upon heart-throes, conflictspeehes, and brokenness of spirit as angels
cannot; and to them the Lord Jesus can revealltimg gf holiness, the bliss of conquering sin, el
sweetness of benevolence as only they can compteRemewed men are made fit companions for the
Son of God! He shall feast all the more joyouslgauese they shall eat bread with Him in His kingdom;
He shall be joyful when He declares the Lord’s nam His brethren! He shall joy in their joy, abel
glad in their gladness.

No doubt, however, the text means that these wiéfer love and honor the Lord Jesus Christ Him-
self. The children look up to the first-born. Iretkast the first-born is the lord and king of tloeige-
hold. We love Jesus now, and esteem Him our heaalaef. How will we, when we once get to heav-
en, love and adore Him as our dear elder brothér wlhom we shall be on terms of the closest familia
ity, and most reverent obedience! How joyfully wite serve Him! How rapturously adore Him! Shall
we not need to have our voices made louder til} thecome as thunder, or like many waters, or surely
we shall not be able to praise Him as we wouldfdfe is work to do for Him in future ages, we viad
the first to volunteer for service; if there ardtles to be fought in times to come with other thbeas
races; if there are servants needed to fly ovev#se realms of the infinite to carry Jehovah's sags
es—who shall fly so swiftly as we shall when onaefeel that in His courts we shall dwell not as ener
servants, but as members of the royal family, parsaof the divine nature, nearest to God Himself?
What bliss to know that He, who is “Very God of y&od,” and sits on the eternal throne, is alsthef
same nature with ourselves, our kinsman who isasbamed, even amidst the royalties of glory, tb cal
us brothers and sisters! O brothers and sisteraf twbnors are ours! What a heritage lies before us!
Who among us would change with Gabriel? We shalehm need to envy angels, for what are they but
ministering spirits, servants in our Father’'s HalMge are sons, and sons of no inferior order! N S
a secondary rank like Abraham’s children born ofufgh, or like the son of the bondwoman, but we are
the Isaacs of God, born according to the promise!ané heirs of all that He has, a seed belovebeof t
Lord forever! Oh, what joy ought to fill our spsitthis morning, at the prospect which this texteds,
and which predestination secures!
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Perhaps our fullest thought upon the text is tGied was so well-pleased with His Son, and saw
such beauties in Him, that He determined to mufitihls image. “My Beloved,” He said, “You shall be
the model by which | will fashion My noblest creas:; | will, for Your sake, make men able to con-
verse with You, and bound to You by bands of I@shegll be next akin to Myself, and in all thingselik
You.” Behold, from heaven’s mint, golden piecesnafstimable value are sent forth, and each onesbear
the image of the Son of God! The face of Jesususlier to God than all the worlds! His eyes are
brighter than the stars! His voice is sweeter thisss—therefore does the Father will to have Hig’So
beauty reflected in 10,000 mirrors in saints makie He, and His praises chanted by myriads of woice
of those who love Him because His blood has sawenht The Father knew how happy His Son would
be to associate His chosen with Himself, for of id delights were with the sons of men. As a shep-
herd loves his sheep, as a king loves his subjsotdesus loves to have His people around Him! But
deeper, yet, is the mystery, as it is not goocaforan to be alone; and as for this cause does deaan
his father and mother, and is joined unto his \aifel they are one flesh—even so is it with Chrigt an
His church. He was made like her for her salvataord now she is made like He for His honor! In what
way could the Father put greater honor on His $am by forming a race like unto Himself who shall
be the many brethren among whom He is the wellvaeld-irst-Born?

Now, brothers and sisters, this word | say, andlseu home. Keep your model before you! You
see what you are to come to, therefore always kesthefore your eyes. You see what you are predes
tinated to be—aim at it! Aim at it every day. Goonks and He works in you not to sleep, but to will
and to do according to His own good pleasure. Beethgrieve at your failures! When you see anything
in yourselves that is not Christ-like, mourn ouefar it must be put away; it is so much drosg thast
be consumed; you cannot keep it, for God’s predattin will not let you retain anything about you
which is not according to the image of Christ. @nghtily to the Holy Spirit to continue His sangfifig
work in you; beseech Him not to be grieved and dewe, in any measure to stay His hand. Cry, “Lord,
melt me! Pour me out like wax and set Your sealnupe until the image of Christ is clearly there.”
Above all, commune much with Christ; communionhs fountain of conformity. Live with Christ, and
you will soon grow like Christ. They said of Aclall, the greatest of the Grecian heroes, that whaen h
was a child, they fed him upon lion’s marrow andsade him brave. Feed upon Christ and be Christ-
like. The record, on the other hand, of blood-tiifsero, is that he became so because he was duckle
by a woman of a ferocious, barbaric nature. If wialkdin our nutriment from the world, we shall be
worldly—but if we live upon Christ, and dwell in i our conformity with Him shall be readily ac-
complished, and we shall be recognized as brothedssisters of that blessed family of which Jesus
Christ is the First-Born. How | wish everyone hbesl a share in the text! | mourn that some havge not
for he that believes not on the Son has not life, therefore cannot have conformity to a living iSthr
God grant to you all to be believers in Christ, rexvd forever. Amen and amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—
ROMANS 8:16-30; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:39-58.
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