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“Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and whem Had found him, He said unto him,
Do you believe on the Son of God? He answered said, Who is He, Lord, that | might believe on Hirh?
John 9:35, 36.

THIS text is from the story of the blind man to windesus had given sight. His narrative of the cure
provoked the anger of the Jews and their rulerd; as the man could not be convinced by them Heat t
one who had opened his eyes could also be a badthencast him out of their assembly, and by that
act signified to him that he would be, or alreadgsycast out of the Jewish church, set aside flem t
synagogue, and made the victim of the greater eruamcation. This was one of the most fearful
calamities that could befall a Jew, and | do natlddout what the man considered it to be so. Novs, i
not at all likely that any person here is feelifg tsame trouble, but many may be suffering from
something similar. It may be that you have excomicatadyourselvesWithin the court of your own
bosom, conscience has held a solemn court, ancopnoed upon you a sentence which continually
rings in your ears. You scarcely dare mingle witbse who assemble in the house of God, for you feel
yourselves unworthy to be among them. Up till tgdu were upon the best of terms with yourselves,
and reckoned that all was right with God. You hotfet you stood on as good a footing, at any ese,
other men, and perhaps were somewhat better thamy raeound you; but now a process of
enlightenment has come over your mind—practices limen seen to be seriously evil which before
were regarded as trifles, and sin itself has waortlger aspect than any which it bore in former ime
Does such a person stand here this morning? Themelassure him that his state of mind is well know
to me, for | knew its horrors by the space of marmonths together. |, too, felt that | was cut otfrfr the
congregation of the hopeful, and must not hopedod’s mercy. | dared not lift so much as my eyes
towards heaven, but complained to the Lord as Jaidh-“I am shut out of Your sight.” Therefore
with brotherly sympathy | speak to any man or womadro reckons themselves a castaway, shut out
from the house of the Lord.

The man in the narrative, most happily for himtts time when the sentence began to cast its
gloom over him, was met by the Lord Jesus Chrisi) &t once proceeded to afford him the necessary
cordial. Christ has come as the consolation oklsend where He finds that men are burdened hit,spi
He commences His gracious work. But, observe, Hegbrbutonecordial, and prescribes bahe way
by which its efficacy can be realized; He spokehi® oppressed man concerning the Son of God, and
personal faith in Him, for this is the master cdation for broken hearts, this is the surest anst be
means of bringing joy to souls which sit in the deons of despondency. Our Lord began by saying to
the cast-out one, “Do you believe on the Son of Bddow, if any here present are in the state wihich
have thus hurriedly sketched, feeling themselvakygbefore God with spirits ill at ease, with hesar
alarmed at coming and deserved judgment, | con@hnmst’s name to them this morning with words of
comfort! But they will be no other than those whitdsus uttered of old; | have nothing to spealoto y
by way of comfort but concerning the Son of God] aoncerning Him only, by demanding that you
believe on Him, for only as you receive Him by liawill He be to you a relief from sorrow. He that
believes on the Lord Jesus shall not be ashameayithout faith you are without salvation!

We shall this morning labor to bring you all to {h@nt in hand. There shall be between the doctrine
of the gospel and your soul this morning, O you \ah®not yet a believer, a direct encounter! Yaallsh
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come up this morning, and face the gospel whetberspurn it or accept it; you shall know, if the
plainest words can tell it to you, that if you leste in Christ Jesus, you shall be saved, and lit ls&gut

to you whether you will do this or not, and you lske&her believe on the Son of God or incur anbe t
sin of putting from you the only name given undeaven among men whereby you can be saved! | say
you shall be brought to this if words can bring yout; and then | must leave the work of your dietg

in the hands of God the Holy Spirit. | entreat yoloio love the Lord and have prevalence in prayer, to
aid me with your supplications; pray that the resdilbringing the sinner face to face with the gasp
may be that he may decide to believe in Jesus! thayfaith may be given him! Pray that the Son of
God may become the object of his soul's confidermrel that in no case the hearer may be left to
continue in unbelief and to reject the Son of Gédu have seen at the mouth of the coal pits how the
full wagons, as they run down the incline, draw ¢hgpty ones up to the pit's mouth, that they alsy m
be filled. | would to God that you who have gracaynexert the power God has given you with Himself,
and so by prevalent intercession you may draw stteethe Savior! While we are preaching, you be
praying, and God will work by us both! Look uporetbnsaved around you with an eye of pity; then
look to Christ, your exalted Savior, with the ey#sfaith, and say to Him—"“Jesus, You who have
redeemed myriads by Your blood, now work by Youwreal Spirit, and redeem also by power; let the
Spirit that rested on Your own ministry, the Spthat was with Your servants at Pentecost, theitSpir
that has converted us also to your truth, work tiliglamong the congregation this morning, that all
these may be led to obey You! When your crosdtedlihigh, let it bring life to the dead throughdtlié
camp, and be to the awakened a lighthouse of safietito the despairing a pillar of hope!”

I. The run of our discourse this morning being solgnpractical, we shall, in the most distinct
manner lay down and define THE MATTER IN HAND. Wiou, my anxious friend, the greatest and
weightiest business that can concern you is thatfyw salvation. You have it not at present, your
conscience tells you that, and though you are awelre that you must obtain it or be forever losy y
have as yet but small prospect of ever findingridu have sinned, and punishment awaits you, and
neither can you escape! The point above all poiitis you is that you be saved; and if you are yeall
awakened, you desire to be saved from sin as wdloan its punishment. You would not only escape
from the consequences of doing wrong, but frompitgensity todo wrong; from the constant power
and defilement of past sin, and from the tendencsirt again. You desire, also, to be forgiven, bnd
forgiveness to be set clear from the anger of #yjudfended God. And you desire to be rendered
acceptable to the Most High, and if you are in yoght mind, you desire that all this should be €lon
really and truly—not in pretence or fiction, butdeed and in truth! God forbid that you should dwer
content with the name of being saved; with an &eleand professional salvation of outward rites and
ceremonies, while your heart remains unpurified yoat nature uncleansed! In some other departments
we may be deceived, and not be very great losatsnisoul matters we must make all things sure, for if
we are deceivethere,it is all over with us! Let me be cheated with damsetal instead of gold if you
will, but not with lies in the place of the savitgith of God, or deceptive notions in lieu of g
operations. Let me be deceived as to the food, lagat find every morsel of it adulterated, if sonist
be—nbut not in the eternal life-bread, which my soalves after; be true to my soul, if all else ik

Do you, my hearer, desire salvation from the poama guilt of sin? And do you desire it to be
thorough and real? Do you not also long fonaw? If God has at all quickened you, you long to be
saved at once; you tremble at the idea of delay!i§ibitter to you now; it is a present plague. The
matter before us now esentsalvation personalsalvation to be realized for yourself; if theresigh a
thing as looking up to the smiling face of a redtmtcFather in heaven, you desire to enjoy it névit
is possible for the load of sin to be rolled froffi@ mortal’s shoulders forever, you desire to toeaf
that burden at this instant! If there is, indeedountain in which, if a man is washed, every stiall
disappear, you long to plunge beneath its clearfbirogl at once, and be made whiter than the driven
snow! If your soul is so far awakened | bless Gadgeed, for there is nothing beneath the sun—and,
indeed, there is nothing above it that can rivamportance your soul’s salvation.
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Now the matter which | must press upon you is tliigou are ever to be saved, God has declared
that salvation must come to you as a gift of Hiacgt as an act of His free favor, and can only be
received by you through your believing in His SAs.Christ consoled the man in the temple by saying
to him, “Do you believe on the Son of God?” so tptlaere is no consolation, much lessgvationfor
you except through believing in God’s own Son! Abited times have you heard the story of God’s
only-begotten Son who is the lover of men’s soblg; we must tell it to you yet again. God will not
save men on the ground of their merits; indeethaly have any merits, they do not require savihg! |
God owes you anything, produce the account, andsyaill have it! If there are obligations on God’s
part towards you, say what they are, and if theylmaproved to exist, God will never give you l&smn
you can justly claim! Alas, my friend, if you arediged where you deserve to be, where will it beifut
the pit of hell? It were well for you, then, to leagtone with all claims and demands! God will ordyes
you as aguilty person who deserves to be destroyed, but whomakiessbecause He chooses to save
you; because He resolves to manifest in you the@dmce of His mercy. “By grace are you saved,” is
the immutable purpose of heaven! And it is furtdecreed that this grace shall be received by men
through the channel d¢&ith, and by that channel only! God will save only thegd® trust in His Son!
Jesus Christ the Lord came into this world and tapkn Himself our nature, as we taught you last
Sunday[See #1087, Volume 18—THE HEXAPLA OF MYSTERY—by tgeace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English, and 5¥@niSh translations, visit: www.spurgeongems.anpyl
being found in fashion as a man, He took the tnaasspr’s place; the sins of His people were nuntbere
upon Him, imputed to Him, charged to His account] &le suffered for them as if they had been His
own sins; He was scourged, tormented, crucified,sdin—the stripes He bore were the chastisements
due to human sin, and the death He endured watetth threatened to transgressors.

And now, whoever will trust in Jesus shall partatg in the result of all the Redeemer’s
substitutionary agonies, and the case shall stamsi+the sufferings of Christ shall be instead @& th
believers’ suffering, and the merits of Christ i@ instead of the obedience which man ought @ ha
rendered. Faith in Jesus makes us righteous thrthaghighteousness of another; it causes us to be
accepted in the beloved, perfect in Christ Jessahthe first Adam we fell, so by the second Adaen
rise again! Now the way to partake in the benefitthe death of the Lord Jesus is simply by betigvi
in Him. Here let it be understood tHaglievingin Jesus is not a mysterious and complex acttapes
not require a week to explain what faith is; faitlieves what God has revealed concerning Chnst, a
it thereforetrusts in Christ as the divinely-appointed Savior. | beé that Jesus was God’'s Son; |
believe that God sent Him into the world to savensrs; | believe that to do so He became a sutsstitu
for all those who trust Him, and as | trust Hinknlow that He wasny substitute, and that | am clear
before God. Since Jesus died for me, God’s justreot put me to eternal death for whom Jesus, my
substitute has died. God’s truth cannot demana@ansktime the debt which has already been fullg pai
on my behalf! The rationale of the whole thing $spdain as possible, and whoever in this world,aild
young, Jew or Gentile, literate or illiterate, richpoor, debauched or moral, will trust in Jesualle
saved—he is saved the moment he does so! But whoéwomen borrrefusesto trust in Jesus—he is
condemnea@lready because he has not believed on the SGoadif

Let a man’s character be what it may, if in thadrelater there is no faith, he is a lost soul! But o
the other hand, let that character have been wimaay, if now he comes to the cross, and beliemes i
Jesus, he begins from that moment a new life—Gadldgivie to him all the graces and excellences of
character which will adorn his faith and his fagtmall save him! Trusting in Jesus, believing irudes
that is the matter; | need to bring my hammer doyan this anvil at every stroke, and if the Lordl wi
be pleased to place before me some heart that slenkblded in the furnace of conviction, the strokes
will count if the eternal God will lay to His alrmgy arm, and strike with divine energy! If any saail
but brought to faith in Jesus, the work is done!bEtieve in the Son of God is the point, and naghin
else!
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Il. This being the matter in hand, we will make an adea in the second place, to notice that there
is A QUESTION IN OUR TEXT WHICH INVOLVES THE WHOLBASIS OF FAITH. The man said
to Jesus, “Who is He, Lord that | might believe lim?” This man all through the narrative proves
himself to be a very shrewd fellow; | do not kndvatt Holy Scripture gives us an instance of a more
commonsense man than this man whose eyes werecpamt so, when he is told that he must believe
in the Son of God, he comes to the point at oned,says, “Who is He, Lord that | might believe on
Him?” as if that was all he wanted to know—"“WhoHg?"—And then the faith would surely come!
When a soul is seeking faith, this question isrtfe@n point; the hinge of the whole matter lies ¢her
This man did not say, “Lord, who am | that | shobklieve?”—Not at all! That would have been wide
of the point. If | read a story in the newspapdysud the truthfulness of which there is a questiaig
not begin asking what my ewcharacter is, as though that had anything to db WiBut | ask who the
authority for the story may be; | do not lowdthin, but | look to the person claiming belief. The gt&
true or not, whatevdrmay be; my character does not concern the trutalsehood of the statement; |
must inquire into the statement itself. So this rdahnot make any remarks about what he might have
been or might still be, but he hung the issue as tlil—*“Who is He, Lord, that | might believe on
Him?” So now, dear hearer, all the arguments farryfith lie within the compass of that question,
“Who is He, Lord that | should believe on Him?” Yaeed not say, “Who am | that | should believe? |
have lived a life that has been defiled with sitiave gone from one transgression to another; & hav
resisted conscience; | have stood out againstakpel; | have defiled myself by sins against lightl
knowledge.” It matters not! There you stand withyalur defilement taken for granted, and God says t
you, “Whoever believes on the Lord Jesus Christehaslasting life.” That is the saving matter—that,
and nothing more nor less! Will you believe in tberd Jesus or not? What you are is nothing to the
matter at hand; if God’s witness is true, it isetmihether you are black or white, whether you abea
sinner or a little sinner! And if it is false, itilhnnot be any the truer whether you are good at, veorthy
or unworthy! If Jesus is able to save, He oughbeadrusted, but if He is not able, none ought tg re
upon Him—the whole question turns on that.

Neither raise any quibbles as to your present ¢immdiYou say, “But | at this moment feel myself
so hard of heart! | cannot weep as some can; rapeatis hid from my eyes; prayer is heavy, groaning
work with me; even while | am listening to the gekthis morning, my attention is not riveted as it
ought to be upon the truth of God which | know ®btal! | am destitute of every good point; | am
empty of everything that can recommend me to Gawkscy.” | answer, “So what?” Suppose | tell a
man that the sum of 10,000 pounds has been lefirhianwill—is it anything to the point if he shows
me his shack, his empty cupboard, and his wretbtleel® Doesis poverty makemea liar? Why does
the man introduce such extraneous matter into tloel gews? Either it is true or it is not! His carah
has nothing to do with the truth or falsehood of deglaration; if the man were wrapped in scarlet an
fine linen, that would not make my statement angitrand if the dogs lick him as they did Lazathat
does not give him a right to deny my truthfulnessew!| tell him a fact! So, O sinner, your conditives
nothing to do with the question whether Jesus isetdrusted or not. “God so loved the world that He
gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever beliemddim should not perish, but have everlastingife.
Will you believe in Him? Will you trust the Lord Ses? If you desire to trust Him, the subject for
inquiry is, “Is He worth trusting?” But it is a gst&on far away from the point to say, “I am thisy; “I
am that.” Is not this so? | appeal to your own camreense!

“But still, as to the future,” says one. “I might ¢pack to my old sins. | cannot trusiyself—+have
made some reformations before, and they have bagoobr ventures; my ship has gone out to sea, and
foundered in the first gale. | cannot expect wilcts temptations as will await me that | shall bear
and enter heaven.” Now, what has the question laJdeg in Jesus to do with your good resolutions o
your miserable failures? Whoever trusts Christidbalsaved! If you are lost trusting Him in theufs,
God’s word will not be true; the question is, “Caru trust Christ?” And that turns on that othes He
worthy to be trusted?” No other question can beiddhfor a single moment. The case is something
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like that of a man in yonder sea; his ship is weekk-she is breaking to pieces—her decks have been
swept; he barely retains his hold on a floating spaok! The lifeboat comes up close to his side] &
ready to take him on board. Now, if there is a ¢joasn that man’s mind about getting into thaebbat

in order to be saved, the only rational one than conceive is, “Will the boat carry me to shdse8he
seaworthy? Will she outlive the breakers? Can shelrthe land safely?” You cannot conceive the poor
fellow’s saying, “I quiver too much with chills toe rescued by that boat,” or, “The sea has wadied t
last rag from off my back; the boat will not suierhor, “Another time | may be wrecked on the caafst
Africa, and there may be a lifeboat.” No, no! Mdive, there is the boat! Is she seaworthy? Th#bés
qguestion! If so, get into her! If Christ is not whrtrusting, do not trust Him, but if He is wortly all
confidence, then have done with idle questions,asd yourself upon Him! “If we receive the witness
of men, the witness of God is greater: for thithis witness of God which He has testified of Hi$1.So
He who believes on the Son of God has the witmessnself; he who believes not God has made Him
a liar because he believes not the record thatgawd of His Son. And this is the record: that Gad h
given to us eternal life, and this life is in HierS He who has the Son has life; and he who hasheot
Son of God has not life” (1 John 5:9-12).

Still, we will keep to this point—Jesus is worthgting, worthy of the sinner’'s unwavering faith. He
is worth trusting, O sinner, because first of a#l &h whom you are bid to rely this day by the comdna
of the gospel is God Himself! You have offended Gaxld it is God who came into the world to save
sinners! Against Christ your sins were launchedrasws from a bow, but He against whom those bolts
were shot has come in the fullness of His powed,thr infinity of His mercy to save them who beéev
Can you not trust yourself in almighty hands—alniygto save? Is anything impossible with God? An
angel could not save you, but surely God Himsaiit ¢éow can you limit the Holy one of Israel? How
can you set bounds to boundless love, or limiténitless grace? If Jesus were man, and not God,
unbelief would have good excuse! But if the Saisatdtivine, where can distrust find a cloak for lit8e

| feel this morning as if | could not help beliegim Christ, now that | know Him to be divine. Fait
has grown to be a necessary act of my mind. SavaWig shall persuade me that He cannot? Come
forth, you devils with your arguments, and pleadhwne, and you cannot inject a doubt into my soul
while | know Him to be God! He can shake the heavesen He pleases, and make the earth to
tremble! He bears up the universe upon His shostdeannot He save my poor soul? Yes, that He can!
“Who is He that | might believe on Him?” He is dig, and therefore | believe.

But next, the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom the singdrd to trust, icommissioned by God to save.
He came into the world as a Savior, not alone adwn account, but as Messiah sent of God. He has
the full concurrence of the sacred Trinity; it e twill of the Father; it is the will of the Holyp8it, as
well as the will of the Son that whoever believegdésus will be saved! He was anointed of the lford
His peculiar work. Now, | feel as if this were aespl ground for trust in Him. If Christ were an
amateur Savior who had taken up the trade of saminigis own account, there might be a question. But
if God has divinely commissioned Him to save, Olsadny can you doubt any more? Warranted of
God, authorized of the Eternal—O heart, rest in Him

Then, mark, the Lord Jesus Chrisds actually done all that is necessdoy Him to do for the
salvation of all who trust Him. Years ago, befoesus Christ came into the world, if | had been sent
preach the gospel, | would have cried “Jesus aietupon Him the sins of believers, and lay dows Hi
life for His church!” But now | have a more encogiray message—Jestsas carried His people’s sins
away forever! Hehas suffered on their behalf all that was required nake an end of their
transgressions! Whatever wdsmandedy the justice of God as a recompense for theedjinonor of
the Law, Hehasrendered! The equivalent for all the sufferingslbthe elect in hell forever, Christ has
suffered to the utmost! Everything that was neagsaat God might be just, and yet the justifier of
whomever believes, Christ has endured! The cugenggance is not full, arid bedrained—it is empty
and turned bottom upwards—Jesus has drank it dhg Tabors necessary for our redemption,
superlatively greater than the labors of Hercuhesie all been accomplished! Christ has gone irgo th
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grave, has gone out of the grave, and gone upay!gHe has entered heaven because His work is
done—and now He sits down at the right hand ofR#der in the posture of rest and honor because He
has perfected forever all those who put their trugdim! Now, soul, how can you refuse to beliewe i
Jesus? To me the argument seems impossible tesiséetk if it is so, that Christ has died, the jiast

the unjust, and that all who trust Him shall beezhJ will also trust Him, and | shall find pea¢tedugh

His blood!

Moreover, soul, the point, we trust God’s gracéiimging you to, is this—Jeswdeservegso be
trusted, and trust Him, you will! He is full of p@wto save for He is now upon the throne of God, an
all power is given Him in heaven and in earth. Hdull of power to save, we know, because He is
saving souls every day! Some of us are the liviitgegses that He can forgive sin, for we are pagdpn
accepted, and renewed in heart! And the only wayhith we obtained those gifts was this—we trusted
Him; we did nothing else but trust Him! If any schare that believes in Jesus should perish, | must
perish with him; | sail in that boat, and if it k&) | have no other to flee to. | avow before yturet |
have no other confidence; | have not so much asskined of a reliance in any sacrament | have
undergone or enjoyed, in any sermon | have eveacpesd, in any prayer | have ever prayed, in any
communion with God | have ever known! My hope dreshe blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ!
And | shake off into the fire as though it were ipev, as a deadly thing only fit to be burned, all
pretence of relying on anything | may be, or candreever shall be, or do! “None but Jesus™—this is
the settled pillar upon which we must build! It Mdlear us up, but nothing else can. Now, sincehiey t
authority of infallible Scripture we know that Jesas this power, why is it that souls seeking dest
not obey the command, and rest themselves freay tdm? This is the climax of human depravity—
that it rejects the witness of God, Himself, andates to perish ianbelief!

Moreover, remember, also, that Jesus Christ thisumg is by no means unwilling to save sinners,
but on the contrary He delights to do it! You hanever to drag mercy out of Christ as money from a
miser—it flows freely from Him like the stream frothe fountain, or the sunlight from the sun! If He
can be happier, He is made happier by giving Hiscgng the undeserving. When a poor wretch, who
only deserves hell, comes to Him, and He saysatkhblotted out your sins,” it is joy to Christ'sdrt
to do it! When a poor blasphemer bows his knees says, “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,” it make
Christ’s heart glad to say, “Your blasphemies amgit’en; | suffered for them on the cross.” When a
poor little child, by her bedside, cries, “Gentkesuds, teach a little child to pray, and forgive $ines
which | have done,” the Savior loves to say, “Allthrese little children to come to Me, for this,@ls
a part of My recompense for the wounds | endurelllynhands, My feet, and My side.” When any of
you come to Him and confess your transgressiors trarst yourselves in His hands, it will be a new
heaven to Him—it will put new stars into His eveight and lustrous crown; it will make Him see of
the travail of His soul, and give Him satisfactidttéve we not here, also, arguments to prove tlsatsle
is worthy to be trusted?

lll. This leads us in the third place to say by all ¢haaswers to the question—“Who is He?”
EVERY SINNER IN THIS TABERNACLE IS SHUT UP THIS MORNG TO THE ALTERNATIVE
OF FAITH OR UNBELIEF. You are shut up either todtrun Christ, in whom God commands you to
trust, or to refuse to trust Him. | am not senpteach tasomeof you this morning, but to everyone who
has ears to hear! | have never learned to preadsteacted gospel to a part of a congregation—the
commission received by every true minister of Ghiss “Go you into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature: he that believes andyized shall be saved; he that believes not &eall
damned.” As you are all creatures, the gospel islkhyepreached to all of you—sensible or insensible,
spiritually dead or spiritually alive, so long asuyare able to hear the gospel, one message coryes t
all out of the excellent glory—"Whoever will, letirh come and take of the water of life freely.”
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shallsbged.” But | know what will be your course of
action unless the Spirit of God prevents it. Mariyyou will try to decline the alternative between
believing and not believing, which | have put s&etdly before you. You will not like to say, “I witiot
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trust Christ,” and yet you will not trust in Him! Nét, then, will you do? Why, you will ring the clipas

on the old bells, “But | am such a sinner; | amusavorthy!” | have already shown that the plea i$ no
relevant, and ought not to be thrust into the rssh The question is one and indivisible—“Will you
believe on the Son of God?” Why, then, do you raisether question about yourself which has nothing
to do with it? Yet | will take you on your own gnods, and answer you. Granted that you are a special
and abominable sinner—then of all men in the wgdd are the man who should trust Christ, because it
is written, “This is a faithful saying, and wortloy all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came intoatbed

to save sinners.” You have been a drunk, a foroican adulterer, a thief—in fact, a devil of a man
Well, then, you have been a sinner—that is albihes to, and Jesus Christ came into the worldve sa
sinners Therefore, instead of being shut out by your abt@r, you are shunh by it, for you are the sort

of man that Christ came to save! You cannot runyaavad say, “He did not come to save me because |
am not a sinner.” You dare not do that!

Very likely you will turn round upon me and say, yMeason for unbelief is that | do nieel as |
should.” | again say the plea ought never to bedir@decause | feel a pain in my foot this morniisg,
that a reason why | should not trust in an honest,nor believe a statement which comes to me upon
good authority? Yet here we are so false to all thaeasonable that we need to encumber sovereign
grace! When God says, “I will blot out your transggions now, and save you once and for all—only
trust My dear Son"—it is strange, ‘tis passing sgi@, ‘tis madness at its consummation that menldhou
invent objections, and plead for a gospel with ¢omas and hard terms! Now, what will men do if
driven out of this? | have often seen the sinngh@next place turn to downright lies, and satyis‘too
late,” though he knows right well it never can be tate, for the gospel says, “He that believesiand
baptized shall be saved.” It does not say, if Heebes when he is 25 years of age, or 35, or 53,081,
but it stands the same for all ages! It is neverl&te to believe a truth of God, and that is thenp—
“Will you believe on the Son of God?” Then the nwill say that he feels within himself that thése
no hope, and so, because he happens to beliegeghe lwill make out that God’s truth also is a #ind
refuse to believe that which God solemnly declanasely, that there is salvation in Jesus Christ! IB
cannot stay to mention all these falsehoods, ndeed, to run into all the subterfuges of men wdeks
to escape from their own mercies.

| saw in Pompeii, on a shop door, the motto, “Emklabe bis"—*Buy and you shall have™—and |
could not but think that if | were walking the ste of the New Jerusalem, | should have seen a very
different device, “Come, buy wine and milk withaaubney and without price.” Now if there could be a
shop opened in London in which all the goods werbd had without money and without price, would
you quarrel with the shopkeeper and petition foAahof Parliament to shut his shop up and saya$ w
wicked because you would rather go on the old teanaspay for all you have? Of course not! Yet why
is it you stand out against free grace’s goldentondiTrust in Christ and you shall have.” Here is
instantaneous pardoperfectpardon,everlastingpardon, sonship through Christ, safety on eaitryg
in heaven, and all farothing—the free gift of a gracious God to undeservingiemns who trust in Jesus!
Never angel had a more gracious, more God-like agessef mercy than | have! How | wish | could
glow with a seraph’s zeal, and cry with a cheruggce while proclaiming it! Would God that men
would leave their foolish reasonings, and beligv@dasus Christ!

I\V. Lastly, on this alternative, this day may hang EVBRTING THINGS TO MANY OF YOU. |
remember well, for the anniversary of the seas@aiaost come round, when | was placed in a similar
condition to many now present, when | knew myselbé ruined and undone, and heard, for the first
time truly to understand it, those Words, “LookaiMe, and be you saved, all you ends of the eakth.”
know how it stood that morning. | was like Naamanthee Jordan’s brink; there flowed the flood. The
old nature said, “Are not Abana and Pharpar, ridr®amascus, better than all the waters of Israel?
May | not wash in them and be clean?” Human nasaid, “I need tdeel something: | need to have
John Bunyan’s experience; | need to have my mathetperience; | need to feel a broken heart; | need
to groan more bitterly; |1 need to be kept awakensmy more nights, and all that sort of thing.” Sog
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| had resisted still? If God’s grace had not comand made all that wicked pride of mine give wiay,
might have been at this hour | know not where tilf Bving among men. | might have been in hell,
gnawing my tongue to think | should ever have heamlain gospel sermon, and should have put far
from me the gospel when it was proclaimed—and edlalise | would not believe what is indisputably
true—and would not trust in Him whom no one evasted in vain!

This morning | know there are some here in my pasdition, in whom the Holy Spirit will say,
“Wash and be clean,” and the soul will sigh, “leses too good to be true.” But the Holy Spirit will
reply, “Are not My ways higher than your ways, avg thoughts than your thoughts?” Unbelief will
say, “Your sins are many.” But the Holy Spirit walhswer, “Though your sins are as scarlet, thelf sha
be as white as snow. Though they are red like cimshey shall be as wool.” Then the heart will
suggest, “But | have rebelled against You, O Godpag.” And the sweet Spirit of God will whispét,
have blotted out your sins like a cloud, and likiniak cloud your iniquities: Return unto Me, foain
married unto you, says the Lord.” And | do trusdtthow, at this very moment, many a heart will say,
will, then, simply rest my soul’s salvation uponrSh the Son of God, who is the only Savior of the
lost—I will never from this day on hope to be afselved man, nor look to anything but to Him who on
the bloody tree endured the wrath of God on thelbeth as many as believe on Him.” Soul, if you do
So trust Jesus, as surely as you live you are s&edn peace. Not only do | speak these words this
morning from these poor lips of clay, but He whosweiled on the tree, whom all heaven adores,
speaks this morning through me—and He says to ‘taghter, be of good cheer, your sins are
forgiven you.” And to another, my Master says, “Sypour sins are forgiven you: take up your bed and
walk.” O forgiven ones, | charge you do it! Andysu got out of this house this morning, saved, and
full of joy, tell others about it! Never leave d#iling about it and live to love Him who has sayed!

| saw the other day a picture by Rubens, in whiglh&s painted Mary Magdalene kissing the feet of
Christ while they are still gushing with fountstdbod on the cross. It was a strange picture, it if
| had been there, | would have kissed them, tamygh they had been crimson with His gore. O blessed
feet! O blessed Savior! O blessed Father who gaseésbin to be so blessed a Savior! O blessed 9pirit
the blessed God that led our wicked, proud heattsabedience and trust in Jesus! Yes, blessedebe t
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hastbagus unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. The Lord bless you.miAme

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 3:9-21.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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O Spirit of God, use these sermons to bring many ta saving knowledge of my Master, Jesus Christ!
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