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“For | will pour water upon him that is thirsty, anl floods upon the dry ground:
I will pour My Spirit upon your seed, and My bldasg upon your offspring:
and they shall spring up as among the grass, asomik by the watercourses.
One shall say, | am the Lord’s; and another shatlthimself by the name of Jacob;
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto therd, and surname himself by the name of Israel”
Isaiah 44:3-6.

IN the Christian church at this moment there iseay\general desire for a revival of religion; you
may go where you may among Christian people, andwib find that they are mourning over the pre-
sent state of things, and saying, one to the othiginen will a greater blessing come? How can we ob-
tain it? When shall we make some impression upemthsses of the ungodly? When shall our houses
of prayer be filled with attentive hearers? Wheti ¥ie Lord’s kingdom come and His right arm be
made bare in the eyes of all the people?” | angt&dd to hear the inquiry! My soul magnifies thead.o
as | discern tokens of growing anxiety about theseaand kingdom of Jesus, and the perishing sons of
men; this is an omen of better times. “As soonias #availed, she brought forth her children.” ®ba
ings of heart, anguish, groans which cannot beaeadteand abounding intercession are the heralds of
blessing! They are the sound in the tops of thebemy trees which calls believers to bestir thenesel
in hope of victory! May the movement among the sagontinue and deepen till it brings forth a move-
ment among sinners far and wide!

At this time, also, there are manifest the mosagileg signs that God is about to work among His
people. A very notable gathering of converts h&erigplace in the town of Newcastle, and the two
brothers whom God honored to be the means of & Imw moved to the city of Edinburgh. There the
ministers of all denominations are united in hajpihem, and in earnestly imploring the divine bilegs
of the gracious visitation which has already comperuEdinburgh is such as was probably never known
before within the memory of man! The whole placenss to be moved from end to end! When we hear
of many thousands coming together on weekdays ite gudinary meetings, and crying, “What must
we do to be saved?” there is, we are persuadedhatie of God in the matter! Now, there is among ear
nest Christians a general feeling that what has lle@e for Edinburgh is greatly needed for London,
and mustbe done for London if prayer and earnest effort cbtain it. Our prayers must go up inces-
santly that God will be pleased to send forth Higirsg health among the people of this great citioaf
million souls and turn many to righteousness, tophaise of the glory of His divine grace! Our gnogv
anxiety for Christ’s glory and our faith in the egg of His Spirit will be two hopeful signs of aming
blessing.

As a church we have always felt a delight in anykmehich has to be done for God of this kind,
and we have enjoyed, for many years, a continuaistion of the Holy Spirit. That which would be a
revival anywhere else has been our ordinary camditifor which we are very thankful! By the space of
these 20 years, almost without rise or fall, God t@ntinued to increase our numbers with soulsdsave
by the preaching of His truth! Unto Him be all fi@ise! But now we are anxious to take a partyeta
further advance—we want a greater blessing! Whahawe had has not decreased, but rather stimulated
our appetite! Oh, for more conversions! More heé&stsJesus! Would God that the dews of heaven
would fall in sevenfold abundance upon us and ellow Christians—and the past be put to the blush
by the future! That this desire may be fanned flarae in all our hearts is my earnest prayer!

| have taken this text as one which is full of emeg@ement, that we may be all moved with hope
and excited with expectation. | shall handle ithis way. First, we have before tiee great covenant
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blessing of the churclsecondly, we havthe glorious result of that blessing describéahd when we
have spoken thus, we shall spend the rest of o4 ith speaking afe conduct which is consistent with
the desire that this blessing and its results n@ape&to us
l. In our text we have THE GREAT COVENANT BLESSING OHE CHURCH. It is the gift of
the Holy Spirit. Whatever metaphor is used, thithis meaning of it; He is the refreshing, life-gigj
fertilizing water—the living water of which Jesuso&e. The first promise of the text, “I will pourater
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the drgumd,” is explained by the second, “I will pour My
Spirit upon your seed, and My blessing upon yotspoing.” While speaking upon this, it is well fas
to remember, first, thahis blessing has been already giveéve must never underrate the importance of
the ascension of our Lord and the gift of the $piutiich followed. God forbid that we should think
lightly of Pentecost—the Holy Spirit then descendsmt we have no record that the Spirit has sigee a
cended and departed from the church. He is thechlauperpetual heritage and abides with us alwhys!
like to sing—
“The Holy Spirit is here,
Where saints in prayer agree,
As Jesus’ parting gift He's near
Each pleading company.
Not far away is He,
To be by prayer brought nigh,
But here in present majesty,
As in His courts on high.”
He is permanently resident in the midst of the chuBut when are have received that truth of Goel, w
may still go on to use the language which is veegdient among us, and pray for the outpouring ®f th
Spirit. If the language is not exactly accurate, theaning is most excellent; as far as any onerddge
or person is concerned, we may request the Holyt$pibe poured forth upon us in His gracious aper
tions.
We desire to see the Spirit of God working morghtily in the church—we long, each one of us, to
be more completely subject to His influences, amdeniilled with His power, so that we may be full o
faith and of the Holy Spirit. We need the Holy $ppoured upon those who have Him not; upon the
dead in sin that they may be quickened; upon tspateding that they may be consoled; upon the igno-
rant that they may be illuminated, and upon seetteasthey may find Him who, alone, is our peace!
We, being evil, give good gifts unto our childramd therefore we are persuaded that our heavenly Fa
ther will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask HiWe do but enlarge upon the prayer of the apastoli
benediction when we cry for the blessing peculeathie Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit Who quickens—
neither the letter of the word, nor the energy af manner can give life! Therefore we feel that whe
we have prophesied to the dry bones, we must atgohpsy to the wind, for unless the divine breath
shall come, the dry bones will never live!
Notice, beloved, that this great covenant blessinthe Spirit is, in our texthe subject of a prom-
ise “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, afildods upon the dry ground: | will pour My Spiripu
on your seed, and My blessing upon your offspringg€ may always be confident of receiving those
blessings which are promised by the Lord! The gangromise, “No good thing will 1 withhold from
them that walk uprightly,” is very comforting; undis broad cover we are encouraged to plead for
many favors for which we have no special note ofpse; but when we can put our finger upon a plain
and specific Word of God, by which a certain gooidg is guaranteed to us, our faith rises to fefiua-
ance and we feel confident of receiving an anse@&ur prayer! “You have said, ‘I will pour My Sgiri
upon your seed,’ therefore, O Lord, fulfill this wdounto Your servant, in which You have caused him
to hope.” You have God’s Word for it—place yourder upon it, and on your knees beseech the Lord
to do as He has said. He cannot lie; He will neegoke His Word! Has He said and shall He not do
it?—
“As well might He His being quit
As break His promise or forget.”
He has spontaneously made the promise and He akient good. Upon every promise the blood of Je-
sus Christ has set its seal, making it, “yes andrdnforever! Test Him here, then, and you shaltifin
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Him faithfulness itself! A promise of God is theseace of the truth of God, the soul of certainityg t
voice of faithfulness, and the substance of blgsdiihat a right royal promise it is! How lofty aifull
of assurance is the language, “I will pour wateorufpim that is thirsty.” It is for God to say, “liN
and, He will!

Wemay venture as far as declaring, “I will iEan” But there are no limits to His power. Our wis-
dom is to say, “I hope | shall be able to do a®dick.” But there are no impossibilities with thé A
mighty; His Spirit falls upon men as dew from therdl, waiting not for man, neither tarrying for the
sons of men. When the time has come for a showan, &ks not the potentates of earth to give their
consent, but down come the blessed drops! Whesdason for spring has arrived, the Lord does not
ask man to help Him to remove the ice from theastrg or the snow from the hills, or the dampness
from the air; He asks no human aid in quickenirggbeds, and awaking the plants, so that the spepi
flowers may open their lovely eyes, and smile drasdund.He does it all! His mystic influences, as
omnipotent as they are secret, come forth, andvibr& is done! And so, glory be to God, we have a
promise, here, which is the word of omnipotence, when we plead it we need not be at all dismayed
by the question, “Can such a thing be?” We know ding bones can live when the Spirit breathes upon
them, and we are equally well persuaded that fheglving Spirit can so breathe, for we have arvi
promise that He shall be given to the people! War ttige double “I will, | will,” and we are certathat
the Lord can and will “pour water upon him thathssty, and floods upon the dry ground.”

It becomes us also, brothers and sisters, to nthtadethis gift, which is the subject of a promissa
most necessary blessinghave sometimes heard it sneeringly remarketl weaknow very well we
need the Holy Spirit, but there is no need to berlastingly talking about it. But, brethren, we dde
make frequent acknowledgment of this truth—it ie doi the Holy Spirit, Himself, that we should dd so
If we do not honor the Holy Spirit, we cannot exippldon to work with us; He will be grieved and leave
us to find out our helplessness. Moreover, | feat however generally the doctrine of the necesdity
the Spirit's work may be believed as a matter ebtly, it is not acted upon—and what is not belieived
practiceis, in fact, not believed at all!' | am very suspics of a man who tires of a truth of God so vital-
ly important, and dares to call it a platitude! \Mfeall not hesitate to repeat the doctrine again and
again—and we feel persuaded that God’s peoplenatlitire of it. Without the Spirit of God we can do
nothing! We are as ships without wind, or charietthout horses, without the Holy Spirit; we aredik
branches without sap; we are withered without théy/I$pirit! We are like coals without fire; we aae
useless as an offering without the sacrificial #amithout the Holy Spirit! Without the Holy Spinte
are unaccepted! | desire both to feel and to certfais fact whenever | attempt to preach; | dowish
to get away from it, or to conceal it, ncan |, for | am often made to feel it to the deep hlinthof my
spirit!

| pray that you who teach in the Sunday school, wbo visit the poor, you who work in any way
for God may acknowledge your impotence for good, laok for power from on high. To our hands the
Holy Spirit is the force; to our eyes He is thehligwe are but the stones, and He the sling; walere
arrows, and He the bow! Confess your weakness andmwil be fit to be strengthened; acknowledge
your emptiness and it will be a preparation forereimg divine fullness, for, observe, the promis¢he
living water is to “him that is thirsty,” or, as mhay be better rendered, and the figure would be2mo
clear, “I will pour water upon it (the land) thatthirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.” Thesbieg
is to come where it is needed—upon the desertpéinehed places which are as the valley of dedth til
the rain comes. If you think yourself to be as wedl-watered plain of Sodom, God will pour no food
upon you; it is upon the thirsty land, upon therhadich laments its barrenness, and confesseswits
unworthiness, that the Spirit of God shall come!

| do pray that as a church we may never imbibadba that we have a lock on God'’s blessing, or a
monopoly on His benediction, so that He is surgramt His approval to any one particular ministy,
any form of church government! The Lord might leagg and will, unless we lie low before Him and
acknowledge our nothingness! Remember His Word lwkie spoke to His erring people when they
boasted of their pedigree and called themselvesdiiple—“Go you, now, unto My place which was in
Shiloh, where | set My name at the first, and seatw did to it for the wickedness of My peoplealsr
el.” He may leave His garden to be overgrown witieds, and His vineyard to be marred with stones;
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God is not tied to angne place or people—He can remove the candlestick,sandt up in another
chamber—Iet the seven churches of Asia Minor sassa warning to us in this thing! O blessed Spirit
of the living God, we do confess the barrennessuofsoil and the drought of our land, and we bdseec
You never to withdraw Your dew, or cause Your riairdepart from us! What greater curse could You
inflict than to let us alone? Oh, come upon uspeseech You and let the divine promise be fulfilled

It should be very comfortable to us to reflect thdiile we need the Spirit of Go#iis working is
most effectuato supply all our needs when He does come upoinufie east, you can generally tell
where there is a stream or a river by the linenoé®ld which marks it. If you stood on a hill, yoould
see certain lines of green, made up of grass, reeslses, and occasional trees which have sprung up
along the watercourses. Nothing is required to mihkdand fertile but to water it. We are told logwt
elers that they have seen plains looking compldtalyen, apparently covered with dry dust and pow-
der—yet a heavy shower has fallen, and in a spbiteme which seems incredible in our colder climate
the most lovely flowers and the most refreshingluez have clothed the plains till the wildernesd an
the solitary places have been glad—and the dessrtdjoiced and blossomed as the rose! Yes, it has
blossomed exceedingly—and an excellence as of CamdeSharon has been upon it! Even thus, let the
Spirit of God come upon any church, and He istal it needs to make it living and fruitful! Church
machinery, apart from the Spirit of God, lacks thetive power, but the motive power coming; your
machinery will do its work! Of course, if it isnperfectmachinery, the Holy Spirit will not make it do
all the work which better organizations have ddd@ll, even the most imperfect shall accomplish so
much as to astonish all who behold it!

What a blessing it is when the church does realtgive the Spirit of God abundantly! Her minister
may be slow in utterance—Ilike Moses, the leadehefpeople may be a man of stammering speech, or,
like Paul, his personal appearance may be mearhiargppeech contemptible; but this matters not when
the Spirit of God is upon the man and in the peopthe church may be very small, the members may be
very poor, and many of them illiterate, too, buttas barley cake of the soldier's dream smote dlyalr
pavilion of Midian, so that it lay along, so therdpby the hands of the most feeble, shall do Heag
est deeds and get to Himself renown! Where thatSpiGod is, there is the majesty of omnipotence!

I, here, call your attention to the fact that tlerpise in our text iiberal and unstinted”l will pour
water upon the thirsty land, afidodsupon the dry ground.” The Lord does not need tat $iis gifts;
when He gives a blessing He gives it like a kingd theasury will not be exhausted by giving, orleep
ished by withholding. | have seen in Italy the delwatered by the processes of irrigation—there are
trenches made to run along the garden, and sngaitears to carry the lesser streams to each batiaso
each plant gets its share of water. But the gardea® to be very careful, for he has but little @vah
his tank, and only an allotted share of the pul#gervoir. No plant must have too much; no plot of
ground may be drenched. How different is this fribvd methods of the Lord! Heoursthe water! He
deluges the land! “The parched ground shall becampeol, and the thirsty land springs of water;ha t
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall begwith reeds and rushes.” Oh that He would pull up
the sluices, now, and let a torrent of divine gracgh through this Tabernacle! Oh that at this mame
He would open the windows of heaven and send lmod bf grace, like the deluge of vengeance in No-
ah’s day, till the tops of our loftiest expectasoshould be covered! He is able to do exceeding-abu
dantly above what we ask, or ewimk! He gives generously, and upbraids not!

Our abounding sin and death need abounding lifepameer! In such a city as this the largest bless-
ing will be none too great. Let us open our moutide, that He may fill them! The Lord is illimitadl
in His wealth of grace, and boundless in His gosdrand power. Let us take the promise as it stands,
and plead it at the throne of God, “Have You natl,s& will pour water upon him that is thirsty, dn
floods upon the dry ground’? Lord, do it, to thaipe of the glory of Your grace!” One other remark
and | leave this point. This covenant blessingnsour text,peculiarly promised to a certain class of
persons who are especially dear ta tswill pour My Spirit upon yourseed and My blessing upon
your offspring” Parents, lay hold greedily upon these pointthefpromise! | am afraid we do not think
enough of the promise which the Lord has made tochildren. grace does not run in the blood—we
have never fallen into the gross error of birthtrigiembership, or the supposition that the childadly
parents has a right to Christian ordinances; wenktiat religion is goersonalmatter, and is not of
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blood nor of birth. We know, also, that all childrare heirs of wrath till the grace of God regetesra
them; but still, there is some meaning in that gnag saying, “The promise is unto you and your-chil
dren, even to as many as the Lord your God shill Eaul was assuredly not wrong, but sweetly tigh
when he said to the jailer, in answer to his qoestiwhat must | do to be saved?” “Believe on tlued-
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, and youreliouay hold of those words, Christian parents, and
do not be content to get half the promise! Praygtal to fulfill it alll Go to Him this very day, you
mothers and fathers, and implore Him to have pggruyour offspring! Cry unto Him, and say, “You
have said, ‘I will pour My Spirit on your seed, akty blessing upon your offspring.’” Do it, Lord, for
Jesus Christ’s sake!”

Il. We are now to consider THE GLORIOUS RESULT OF THIOVENANT BLESSING. The
certain result of the outpouring of the Spirit e tspringing up of spiritual life. Wherever the arat
comes in Palestine, as | said before, the gradsbwikure to follow, and vegetation becomes at once
lively. Wherever the Spirit of God comes, therel w# life in the church and life in the ministryfel in
prayer, life in effort, life in holiness, and life brotherly love! The next effect will be seentlve calling
out of numerous converts by the Holy Spirit. “Thehall spring up as among the grass and as willows
by the watercourses.” Who can count the bladesadsy They are a fine symbol of the greatness of
number and might as justly be used for that purpeste sands of the seashore! Where the Spititeof
Lord comes, converts are not few as the cedargebéhon, but they flourish like the grass of thehear
They fly as a cloud and as doves to their dovecossi we be satisfied with having in a year a dazen
so added to the church? Yet do | meet with sonmayobrothers—and far be it from me to judge them—
who say they have had a happy year and are verjoc@aile though they have had only three or four
persons added to the church. Surely, however gshealtongregation, that must be a very unsatisfactor
reward for a year’s ministry!

| ask you, where do we see results attending tlspejavhich satisfy us today? Hundreds may be
added to the church in a year, as has been our oantessing, but what are hundreds? If 400 were
brought into our fellowship last year, what is tbat of four million? What are these saved onesragno
so many? The headway made by the church is nexattong! It hardly keeps pace with the growth of
the population! We need more of the Spirit of Gaal if we had it, | have no doubt, whatever; the-co
verts would at once be counted by thousands arsldethousands! And there is no reason whatever
why the Church of God, which is now in a pitiful mority, should not become in many a district a tri-
umphant majority—and the influences of the divimacg of God be felt far and near! Observe that the
text tells us that the converts called out by tp&iSof God are vigorous and lively. “They shafirsig
as the grass.” Now the grass in the east springsitijout any sowing, cultivating, or any other atte
tion. It comes up of itself from the fruitful soiThere is the water—and there is the grass! Soevtier
Spirit of God is with a church, there are sure éocbnversions; it cannot be otherwise! True, we are
bound to use all agencies that are fit and rightlHe promotion of the good end; but where theiSgir
God is we shall often be astonished to find theehids extended far beyond the usual result of agEnc

The willows, also, are mentioned, to indicate gretality. How rapidly the willow grows! There is
a proverb in Cambridgeshire that a willow will bayhorse, where an oak won't buy a saddle, because
the willow grows so quickly and yields such frequbeaughs to the cutter. You may cut it this yead a
in a short time you may remove its pliant boughaimgfor they will come anew; and so truly saved
ones will bear discouragement and trial but spitirsg up! If you cut every bough from the willovet it
will be green again next spring—and if you evenitdbwn to the root it does not matter—at Hoent
of water it will bud! Do you not remember when yware children taking little twigs of willow to make
hoops around your little garden? You thought thesaddand used them as a little fence; but in a short
time, to your astonishment, they were all sprouting with green! The willow is full of life. Now,
where the Spirit of God is, the newly converted fatkof life! You may check them, but they will ho
be repressed. You orthodox people, who happenve &arly tempers, may go round with your pocket-
knives and snip at their boughs cruelly, and s&lye ‘do not need these young people; we do not need
revivals,” but they will grow in spite of you! Blsed be God, you elder brothers and sisters cannot t
the penitent prodigals out of doors! Should yourelve so unkind to the newly grown willows as to cut
them right down, they will spring up again, fottliey are plants of the Lord’s own right hand plagti
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and of the Spirit's watering, they will outlive theorst of usage! They will grow as the grass andiks
lows by the watercourses.

We may expect, then, if the Spirit of God shall vamong us, that there will be an abundance of
converts, and those of the most vigorous kind! €hmmversions will come from all quarters. The text
says one shall say, and another shall call, anthanshall subscribe. Here is one who is the soa of
deacon—we expected him to give his heart to Jé$ere is another—he is not the child of a religious
professor, but comes from an ungodly family! Ahrehies another, he had grown up and come to ripe
years, having followed after folly and confirmednisielf in sin—yet he comes forward, for thpeace of
God has called himOne comes from the wealthy; another comes fronptiug; a third comes from no-
body knows where, but they will and must come,God knows His own and will call them! They shall
come from all trades and occupations, from all chas and denominations! From these little boys be-
low me, | hope, and from you gray-headed people geader—one here, another there! We shall be
wonderstruck as we hear from all corners, and partd places, “I am the Lord’s!” And again, “I am
called by the name of Jacob!” And again, “I am sumned this day by the name of Israel!” The vessel of
divine grace does not run in a groove, but breaitsuhere it seems least likely to do so! At onestiiin
creates a revival at Samaria; at another timeviéesa widow at Joppa, or the eunuch on the ro&hto
za. Lord, call whomever You will, but do call marigr Jesus’ sake!

One memorable thing about the conversions worketh&yHoly Spirit is this—that these converted
people shall be led tacknowledge their faithThey shall not, like Nicodemus, come to Jesusiggtn
they shall not hope to go to heaven creeping allihy behind the hedge, but they shall avow thksr a
giance. “One shall say, | am the Lord’s; and anostall call himself by the name of Jacob, and lagot
shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, ancha@me himself by the name of Israel.” The God of
Israel shall be their God, and the people of Isshall be their people! | love to see both thesagthin
young converts. Some appear to dedicate themsklv@sd, but they feel themselves such superior be-
ings that they do not join with any church. Rattiery hold themselves in the isolation which pradhc
means, “Stand by, | am holier than you.” They dbthonk any church good enough for them, but my
private opinion is that they are not good enoughaioy church! On the other hand, some will join a
church, but do not seem to have had enough repdéee inward vital part of religion in giving them
selves up to the Lord, and, therefore, no churdhfind them to be any great gain. There must e th
two together—a surrender to God, and then a unitntive people of God!

Consider the first of these points—one shall sagani the Lord’s.” He shall confess that from head
to foot, body, soul, and spirit he is not his ownt Christ's. He will feel, “I have been washedHris
blood. | have been pardoned all my sins and bemewed in heart; and now | am the Lord’s, and | de-
sire to live to His praise; tell me what | can daldow | can serve the Lord, for | am His and mian
be His forever.” This is delightful! Oh, to hearrtdreds of you saying this! | would give my life $ee
it! Another convert is said to subscribe with hanl to the God of Jacob. He gives himself overad G
and he does it deliberately—as deliberately asraopewho signs a deed by which he makes over an
estate. He writes his name and places his fingeéhemseal, and calmly says, “This is my act andidee
We do not recommend persons to write out covenaititsGod and sign them—they are apt to gender
unto bondage—but we do recommend them to make swtvenant in theihearts before the Most
High, saying—

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done!
I am my Lord’s and He is mine!

He drew me, and | followed on,
Charmed to obey the voice divine.”

The text may have another rendering, for, if yotiae, the word'with” in the text is in italics, to
show that it was inserted by the translators. fhthrun thus—*Another shall subscribe his hand unto
the Lord.” This alludes to the custom which stklsts, but which was more common in those days, of
servant being marked or tattooed on the hand wihmiaster's name. So was it with soldiers; frequent
ly, when they were enthusiastic for a leader, teyld print his name on some part of their bodyt, bu
very often upon the palms of their hands. Therecarestant allusions to this in the classics. Wevkno
that devout worshippers dedicated themselves tgakethey worshipped, and were stamped with a se-
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cret mark. Paul alludes to this when he says, “idfmth let no man trouble me, for | bear in my body
the marks of the Lord Jesus,” as much as to sagnf'IChrist's—I have had His name branded upon
me.” When he suffered from being scourged and beatth rods, he called it bearing the marks of the
Lord Jesus, and did as good as say, “Flog awaywbwnly engrave His name into my flesh, for | am
Christ’'s!” Now it would be a very superstitious afablish thing for any man to be tattooed with the
name of the Lord, or with a cross, for all thatlsan act meant in those who did it of old, we ought
mean, namely, that we are forever and beyond retalproperty of Jesus. Our ear is bored. We are
servants, as long as we live, to our dear Mashely thay sooner Kkill us than lead us away from Him
whose we are, and whom we serve. Who shall sepasdtem the love of God?—

“High heaven that heard the solemn vow,

That vow renewed shall daily hear,

Till in life’s latest hour | bow,

And bless in death a bond so dear!”
There was dedication to God of the fullest kind;, §ide by side with it went unity with the churdbr
the declaration, “I am the Lord’s,” was parallelthyi“calling himself by the name of Jacob.” Now the
name of Jacob was the first, the lower, the commaime of God’s people—they were the seed of Ja-
cob. “Ah,” says the man who is converted, “I do pate what they call Christian people, they may cal
meby the same title if they will, and | will not corgin; they may call us Puritans, Methodists, Raster
Quakers—or whatever they like—I am one of them!”

| have read of a certain nobleman who was alsang, shat when he heard religious persons scoffed
at as Puritans, he was accustomed at once to detilam a Puritan too; | glory in being one of e
They felt that it was of little use to mocklam; he was too stout a soldier and too bold a spe#kisra
grand thing when a man can say in company, “It adm¢snatter what you think of religion, | belong to
such-and-such Christian people, and | am not astharhg. | know their name is a mockery, and their
minister is despised, but it does not matter, lara of them.” It is mentioned, also, that one soned
himself by the name of Israel. That was the graathen of the church in those days—Israel, the prevail
ing prince. We ought to feel that to be a Christimnio possess a patent of nobility second to none!
Duke, earl, knight, esquire—we covet none of thesal-us by the name of Christ and we have honor
enough! The name of Caesar is a poor thing compaithdthe name of Christ! Better be known as a
disciple of Jesus than as an emperor of emperdisintay the Spirit of God be poured out upon this
place, that many of you may be savingly conversedi then say, “I will give myself to the Lord, and
will also cast in my lot with His people. Where yradwvell | will dwell; where they die there wouldlle;
their people shall be my people, since their Gagl lecome my God.” Pray dear brothers and sisters,
that the promise before us may be fulfilled in tbisurch, and in all the churches of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

lIl. Now, lastly, | have to speak upon THE CONDUCT SUBIA IF WE OBTAIN THIS BLESS-
ING. First, O my brothers and sisters in Christy& would obtain these floods of blessing we most c
fess how dry, how thirsty, how wilderness-like weldHumble yourselves, therefore, under the hand of
God, and He will exalt you in due time. “He hagefil the hungry with good things, but the rich He ha
sent away empty.” Oh, for the spirit of humiliatitiroughout the church! Next to that let us culi&va
prayer. “For this will | be inquired of by the hausf Israel to do it for them.” If you have a mantseck
for a thousand pounds, it would be very wicked @d yo say, “I cannot get my money, this paper is no
paid,” if you have never taken it to the bank. Asaj if you have God’s promise and have never pkkade
it, it is your own fault if you have not obtaindaetblessing! The very least thing God can ask akus
that we shall ask of Him! “Ask and it shall be givgou: seek and you shall find: knock and it shall
opened unto you.” Plead more earnestly in privatake your prayer meetings more energetic; attend
them more often; throw your hearts more fully ithem, and God’s Spirit will be surely given!

Next to that, if we want the blessing we must uthf our own personaffort! It would be most ab-
surd for a man to pray for a harvest, and neith@wv mor sow! | cannot conceive anything more insult
ing to the Majesty of God than for us to pray angamwhile fold our arms! It is not thus that we prov
our sincerity. | desire to preach to you as if thaversion of these sinners around us dependedywhol
uponme,but then | delight to fall back upon the truth@®dd that it wholly depends upon the Lord God!
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Sunday school teachers, use theansfor the conversion of your children! Try and spgeksonally to
every one of them; if you can find the opportunpyay alone with them, one by one; you will win
young hearts for Jesus in that way. Try, dear @i$emo get hold of individuals; you who come heva-c
tinually, look out for individuals in the congregat, and endeavor to tell them what you have experi
enced of the love of Christ. If you cannot speakhiem, write letters to them! An earnest letteass
good as a sermon! Do anything, do everything, togosouls to Jesus! While we are working we shall
find God working with us, for He is never sloweathHis people! If we are building, He will be the
master builder and will build through us. For a niapray that he may have a safe journey, andtihen
go to bed, and not leave home would be wickedr@sd!to pray to God to convert sinners and theh

to preach or teach them the gospel would be a werepudent mockery of God! Beloved, see to this;
cannot pause to stir you up about it, for our timmgoing, but | pray the Holy Spirit to stir younat eve-
ryone here may become a soul-winner.

Once more, | have a word to say to those who ar¢éhegeople of God. O beloved ones who are not
saved, all our concern is abordur salvation! We are always preaching and prayingualgou! How
can you obtain saving faith? | would urge you tookaafter a clear idea of your real position. Oamc
verted people, try to knowhereyou are, andvhat you are! It might, perhaps, awaken you from your
present indifference if you would really and distig understand that you are out of Christ, condedgnn
already—an enemy to God by wicked works, with thattv of God abiding on you, and in danger of
eternal hell—it might startle you and lead you &side salvation! | would think hopefully of you lif
knew that you were taking stock and estimating youmrdition before God. | ask you, when you get
home, to sit down and write, every one of you, opiece of paper, “Saved,” if you are saved, and
“Condemned,” if you are not a believer. For thayasir condition! | want you to realize whose yoe,ar
and where you are going! When you have done smy fhat a sense of your condition and prospects
may be deepened upon your mind! Sinners, dothimk enough? Do yowonsiderenough? You are
busy about a thousand things, but do you redligk about your souls, death, judgment, and eternal
hell? Do youthink enough about the Savior’s love? Do you ponder goumand the blessed fact that it
may be pardoned? Oh, that you would reflect, cars@hd turn your whole mind to God!

But | am beating around the bush! | have a muchemmiportant precept to which to exhort you.
Remember, the gospel command is, “Believe in thel Ll@sus Christ, and you shall be saved.” Every
minute that you remain an unbeliever you are adthngour sin! You are increasing your iniquity and
confirming yourself in condemnation! Oh, that yoouwd believe the divine testimony concerning Je-
sus, for that is the object of faith! What you asked to believe is true; He whom you are commanded
to trust in is able to save you—and the promisé yba shall be saved if you trust is a sure anthaer
one! Do not, therefore, fling away your souls amgpuise the mercy of God! May it please the eternal
Spirit to lead you, at this very moment, to put youst in Jesus Christ and to be saved! Then yitlu w
be one of those who spring as the grass and asilloevs by the watercourses! May God bless you,
every one of you, for Jesus Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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