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“Your faith has saved you.”
Luke 7:50; Luke 18:42.

| do not remember that this expression is foundndngye else in the Word of God. It is found in
these two places in the gospel by Luke, but nainp other gospel; Luke also gives us, in two other
places, a kindred and almost identical expressivouyr faith has made you whole.” This you will find
used in reference to the woman whose issue of bhaodbeen staunched, (Luke 8:48), and in connec-
tion with that one of the 10 lepers who returnegraise the Savior for the cure he had receiveddLu
17:19). You will find the expression, “Your faitrat made you whole” once in Matthew, and twice in
Mark, but you find it twice in Luke, and togetheithvthe twice repeated words of our text, “Youithtai
has saved you.” Are we wrong in supposing thatdhg discussions of Luke with the apostle Paul led
him not only to receive the great doctrine of jlisdtion by faith which Paul so plainly taught, atud
attach to faith that high importance which Paulajs/did, but also to have a peculiar memory fosé¢ho
expressions which were used by the Savior in wfaith was manifestly honored to a very high degree?
Albeit Luke would not have written anything whickasvnot true for the sake of maintaining the grand
doctrine so clearly taught by the apostle, yetinkhis full conviction of it would help to recatid his
memory more vividly those words of the Lord Jeswsnf which it could be more clearly learned or il-
lustrated.

Be that as it may, we know that Luke was inspiegd] that he has written neither more nor less than
what the Savior actually said. Therefore we mayuiée sure that the expression, “Your faith hasdav
you,” fell from the Redeemer’s lips, and we are fwbtio accept it as the pure, unquestionable triith o
God. And we may repeat it, ourselves, without f@lamisleading others, or trenching upon any other
truth. | mention this because the other day | hearcearnest friend say that faith didt save us, at
which announcement | was rather surprised. Théhbrpit is true, qualified the expression, and sbdw
that he meant to make it clear that Jesus savednd-rot our owract of faith. | agreed with what he
meant, but not with what he said, for he had nbtrig use an expression which was in flat contitaahc
to the distinct declaration of the Savior, “Youitlishas saved you.” We are not to straimy expression
to make it mean more than the speaker intended-tasdvell to guard words from being misunder-
stood. But on the other hand, we may not go quit@sas to absolutely make negative a declaratfon
the Lord, Himself; however we may mean to qualifyttiis to be qualified if you like, but it isotto be
contradicted, for there it stands: “Your faith lsaved you.”

Now we shall, this morning, by God’s help, inquivbat was it that savethe two persons whose
history will come before us? It was their faith. rGecond inquiry will bevhat kind of faith was it
which saved them? And then thirdiyhat does this teach us in reference to faith

I. WHAT WAS IT THAT SAVED the two persons whose higtave are about to consider? In the
penitent woman’s case, her great sins were forghem and she became a woman of extraordinary
love—she loved much, for she had much forgivermel,fin thinking of her, something like an eminent
father of the church who said, “This narrative @ ane which | can well preach upon; | had far eath
weep over it in secret.” That woman’s tears; thaman’s unbraided tresses wiping the Savior’s feet;
her coming so near to her Lord in such companynéasuch proud cavilers with such fond and resolute
intent of doing honor to Jesus! Verily, among thed® have loved the Savior, there has not lived a
greater than this woman who was a sinner!

Volume 20 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ 1




2 Saving Faith Sermon #1162

Yet, for all that, Jesus did not say to her, “Ydéawre has saved you.” love is a golden apple of the
tree of which faith is the root, and the Saviork@are not to ascribe to tiiit that which belongs only
to the root! This loving woman was also right nd¢afor her repentance; Mark you well those tears.
Those were no tears of sentimental emotion, batraaf holy heart-sorrow for sin! She had beenna si
ner and she knew it; She remembered, well, heritondét of iniquities, and she felt each sin desemed
tear—and there she stood weeping herself away becghe had offended her dear Lord! Yet it is not
said, “Yourrepentancenas saved you.” Her being saved caused her rapenthut repentance did not
save her; sorrow for sin is an early token of devgrace within the heart, yet it is nowhere saWhur
sorrow for sin has saved you.” She was a womanreatghumility. She came behind the Lord and
washed His feet, as though she felt herself onlg tlbbe a menial servant to perform works of drudg
ery, and to find a pleasure in so serving her Lbétek reverence for Him had reached a very hightpoin
She regarded Him as a king, and she did what hrastsoaes been done for monarchs by zealous sub-
jects—she kissed the feet of her heart’s Lord—wtlatl deserved the homage. Her loyal reverence led
her to kiss the feet of her Lord, the sovereighefsoul, but | do not find that Jesus said, “Youmili-
ty has saved you.” Or that He said, “Yaewerencehas saved you.” He put the crown upon the head of
herfaith, and said expressly, “Your faith has saved youngmeace.”

My second text refers to a blind man who was netét his earnestness. He cried, and cried aloud,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” He was notableHs importunity, for they who would have si-
lenced him, rebuked him in vain; he cried so mughrhore, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” But |
do not discover that Christ attributed his salvatio his prayers, earnest and importunate though th
were. It isnotwritten, “Your prayers have saved you.’idtwritten, “Your faith has saved you.” He was
a man of considerable and clear knowledge, andabdeahdistinct apprehension of the true character of
Christ—he scorned to call Him Jesus of Nazaretithascrowd did, but he proclaimed Him, “Son of
David.” And in the presence of that throng he daagdw his full conviction that the humble man,
dressed in a peasant’s garb, who was threadingvelysthrough the throng, was none other than the
royal heir of the royal line of Judah, and was,eed, the fulfiller of the type of David, the expestt
Messiah, the King of the Jews, the Son of Davidt IYéo not find that Jesus attributed his salvation
his knowledgeto his cleampprehensionor to his distincvowal of His Messiahship! No, He said to
him, “Your faith has saved you,” laying the entire stress of Higasian upon his faith!

This being so in both cases, we are led to askt shae reason for it? What is the reason why, in
every case, in every man that is savadh is the great instrument of salvation? Is it nostf because
God has a right to choose what way of salvationpléases, and He has chosen that men should be
saved, not by theworks, but by theirfaith in His dear Son? God has a right to give His méoayhom
He pleases; He has a right to givevitenHe pleases; He has a right to givanitvhat modeHe pleases!
And know this, O sons of men, that the decree at/&e is immutable and stands fast forever—“He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved; he tHetvies not shall be damned.” To this there shalhbe
exception! Jehovah has made the rule, and it skeafid; if you would have salvation, “Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved”; babtf salvation is utterly impossible to you. Thasthe
appointed way; follow it because it leads to heavefuse it and you must perish! This is God’s seve
eign determination, “He that believes on Him is oohdemned, but he that believes not is condemned
already, because he has not believed on the SGoaf Jehovah's will be done! If this is His method
of grace, let us not kick against it! If He detemes that faith shall save, so let it be! Only, Gbtakster,
create and increase our faith!

But while | attribute this to the sovereign choafeGod, | do see, for Scripture plainly indicatesai
reason in the nature of things why faith shouldsthave been selected. The apostle tells us itfithf
that it might be ofyrace If the condition of salvation had been eithelifegor works, then such is the
depravity of our nature that we should inevitabfywé attributed the merit of salvation to our wooks
our feelings! We would have claimed sooredit for our salvation! It matters not how low the cdruh
may have been, man would have still consideredthieae was somethingquired of him, that some-
thing camefrom him, and that, therefore, he might take saneelit to himself! But no man, unless he is
demented, ever claims credit for believing thehtrot God! If he hears that which convinces himjse
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convinced; and if he is persuaded, he is persuaded-he feels that it could not well be otherwise. H
attributes the effect to the truth and the inflleeised; he does not go about and boast because he b
lieves what is so clear to him that he cannot dabt he did so boast ddpiritual faith, all thinking
men would say at once, “Why do you boast in thé éhdraving believed, and especially when this be-
lieving would never have been yours if it had neeib for the force of the truth of God which conedc
you, and the working of the Spirit of God which quetied you to believe? “Faith is chosen by Chiost t
wear the crown of salvation because—let me conttadiyself—itrefusesto wear the crown! It was
Christ who saved the penitent woman! It was Chsisb saved that blind beggar! Bhie takes the
crown from His own head, so dear is faith to Himg &le puts the diadem upon the headath, and
says, “Your faith has saved you,” because He islabay certain that faith will never take the gido
herself, but will again lay the crown at His piatceet, and say, “Not unto myself be glory, for You
have done it! You are the Savior and You alone!”

In order, then, to illustrate and to protect therests of sovereign grace, and to shut out atl gka-
rying, God has been pleased to make the way oéalvto be byaith, and by no other means! Nor is
this all; it is clear to everyone who chooses tokhhat in order to the renewal of the heart, wWhithe
chief part of salvation, it is well to begin withith, because faith, once rightly exercised, besothe
mainspring of the entire nature. The nialievesthat he is forgiven. What then? He fegtatitudeto
Him who has pardoned him. Feeling gratitude, lus natural that he should hate that which disgleas
his Savior—and shoulkbve intensely that which is pleasing to Him who sabéd; so that faith oper-
ates upon the entire nature and becomes the instituim the hand of the regenerating Spirit by which
all the faculties of the soul are put into the rigbmdition! As a man thinks in his heart so is he, g
thinking comes out of hibelieving!If he is put right in his believing, then his unstanding will oper-
ate upon his affections and all the other powerki®imanhood, and old things will pass away and all
things will become new through the wonderful effetthe faith which is of the operation of God. thai
works by love and through love it purifies the sarnd the man becomes a new creature. Do you see,
then, the wisdom of God? He may choose what waywile but He chooses a way which at once
guards His grace from our felonious boasts, antherother hand, produces in us a holiness which oth
erwise never would have been there!

Faith in salvation, however, is not the meritori@asise;nor is it in any sense thsalvationitself.
Faith saves us just as the mouth saves from hutigee are hungry, bread is the real cure for hunge
but still it would be right to say thaatingremoves hunger, seeing that the bread, itselfdaoat bene-
fit us unless the mouth should eat it. Faith is gbal’'s mouth whereby the hunger of the heart is re
moved. Christ is also the bronze serpent lifted api-the healing virtue is in Him—yet no healing-vir
tue comes out of the bronze serpent to any whonailllook. So thdéookingis rightly considered to be
the act which saves. True, in the deepest senseCitrist lifted up who saves—to Him be all the-gl
ry—but without looking to Him you cannot be saved,that—

“There is life in a look,”
as well as life in the Savior to whom you look! NRioig is yours until you appropriate it; if you age-
riched, the thing appropriated enriches you; yét itot incorrect but strictly right to say it isetappro-
priation of the blessing which makes you rich! Faith ishlaed of the soul. Stretched out, it lays hold of
the salvation of Christ—and so by faith we are dav&our faith has saved you.” | need not dwell
longer on this point. It is self-evident from thext that faith is the great means of salvation.

Il. WHAT KIND OF FAITH WAS IT that saved these people®ill mention, first, the essential
agreementsand then, secondly, tltkfferentig or the points in which this faith differed in gxternal
manifestations in the two cases. In the instan€éseopenitent woman and the blind beggar, thethfa
was fixed, alone, in Jesus. You cannot discovethamy floating in their faith in Jesus which aduée
ed it—it was unmixed faith in Him! The woman presderward toHim; her tears fell orHim; her
ointment was foHim; her unloosed tresses were a towelH®@ feet; she cared for no one else, not even
for the disciples whom she respected for His shlex.whole spirit and soul were absorbed in Him. He
could save her; He could blot out her sins; sheebedl Him, and she did it unto Him. The same was th
case with that blind man. He had no thought of eengmonies to be performed by priests; he had no
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idea of any medicine which might be given him byshbians; his cry was, “Son of David, Son of Da-
vid.” The only notice he took of others was to dgaird them and still to cry, “Son of David, SorDaf-
vid.” “What will you that | shall do unto you?” wake Lord’s question. And it answered to the desire
the blind man’s soul, for he knew that if anythiwgs done, it must be done by the Son of David$ It i
essential that our faith must rest alone on Jesusanything with Christ and you are undone! If you
faith shall stand with one foot upon the rock of Idierits, and the other foot upon the sand of gour
duties, it will fall and great will be the fall, &b Build wholly on the rock, for if so much as arger of
the edifice shall rest on anything besides, it gilarantee the ruin of the whole—

“None but Jesus, none but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good!”
All true faith is alike in this respect.

The faith of these two was alike in its confessodrunworthiness. What did she mean by standing
behind Him? What did her tears mean, her ever figuiears, but that she felt unworthy to draw near t
Jesus? And what did the beggar’s cry mean, “Havecynen me™? Note the stress he lays upon it.
“Have mercyon me.” He does not claim the cure by merit, néritas a reward; he appealedntercy!
Now | care not whose faith it is, whether it isttbDavid in his bitter cries of the 8Psalm, or wheth-
er it is that of Paul in his highest exaltation ngzeing without condemnation through Christ—theare i
alwaysin connection with true faith a thorough and dsepse that it isnercy mercy alone, which
saves us from the wrath to come! Dear hearer, daeceive yourself! Faith and boasting are as oppo-
site to one another as the two poles; if you coeferle Christ with your righteousness in your hands,
you come without faith! And if you come with faitfipu must also come with confession of sin—for
true faith always walks hand in hand with a deessef guilt before the Most High. This is so iregv
case! Their faith was alike, moreover, in defyimgl @onquering opposition. Little do we know the in-
ward struggles of the penitent as she crossedhtiestold of Simon’s house. “He will repel you,” the
stern, cold Pharisee will say, “Get out of herey yehore! How dare you defile the doors of honest
men!” But whatever may happen, she passes thrdwggtidor; she comes to where the feet of the Savior
are stretched out towards the entrance as He lmingcat the table—and there she stands. Simon
glanced at her—he thought his glance would scareffie-but her love to Christ was too well rooted to
be withered by him. No doubt he made many sigrssftlispleasure, and showed that he was horrified
at such a creature being anywhere near him! Butafleno notice of him; her Lord was there, and she
felt safe. Timid as a dove, she trembled not wHigewas near; she returned no defiant glances for Si
mon’s haughty looks! Her eyes were occupied witlepueg. She did not turn aside to demand an expla-
nation of his unkind motions, for her lips were etigrossed with kissing those dear feet. Her Loed,
Lord, was all to her! She overcame through faittHim, and held her ground; she did not leave the
house till He dismissed her with, “Go in peace.”

It was the same with the blind man. He said, “SbDavid, have mercy on me.” They cried, “Hush!
Why these clamors, blind beggar? His eloquenceusiendo not interrupt Him! Never man spoke as He
is speaking! Every tone rings like the harps ofdahgels. Hush! How dare you spoil His discourse@’ B
over and above them all went up the importunatggurdSon of David, have mercy upon me,” and he
prevailed! All true faith is opposed; if your faith never tried, it is not born of the race of tturch
militant. “This is the victory that overcomes thend, even our faith,” but it is indicated in thatry
declaration that there must Bemething to overcomend that faith must wage war for its existence!
Once more, the faith of these two persons was atikeeing openly avowed. | will not say that the
avowal took the same form in both, for it did notutistill it was equally open. There is the Saviod a
there comes the weeping penitent; she loves Hishdsashamed to say so? It may bring her reprdach;
will certainly rake up the old reproaches agairest For she has been a sinner. Never mind whahake
been or who may be present to see her! She loves bat &nd she will show it; she will bring the
ointment, and she will anoint His feet, even in pinesence of Pharisees, Pharisees who would say, “I
this one of the disciples of Christ? A pretty camve boast of! A fine conquest this, for His kirggd! A
harlot becomes a disciple! What next? What next® Sust have known and felt all that, but stillréhe
was no concealment, for she loved her Lord andwahdd avow it! And so in the very house of the
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Pharisee, there being no other opportunity so auewg she comes forward and without words, but
with actions far more eloquent than words, she,s&ysve Him; these tears shall show it; this oment
shall diffuse the knowledge of it, as its sweeffyp@e fills the room; and every lock of my hair dhze

a witness that | am my Lord’s and He is mine.” &liewed her faith.

And so did the blind man. He dibt sit there and say, “I know He is the Son of Dawdt | must
not say it.” They said, some of them contemptuquestyl others indifferently, “It is Jesus of Nazhrét
But he will not have it so. “You Son of David,” says! And loud above their noise | hear him cre lgk
herald proclaiming the king, “Son of David.” Whyrss it seems to me he was exalted to a high dffice
He became the herald tife King, and proclaimed Him, and this belongs toghtofficer of State in our
country! The blind beggar showed great decision@naage; he in effect cried, “Son of David You are
Son of David! | proclaim You Son of David! You shbé proclaimed, whoever may deny it! Only turn
Your eyes, and have mercy upon me!” Are there dnyoa here who have a faith in Christ which you
are ashamed of? | also am ashamegbof—and so, also, will Christ be ashamed of you whercbimes
in the glory of His Father and all His holy angeish Him! Are you ashamed to claim that you are-on
est? Then | think you must live in bad company, ehe be a rogue is to be famous! And if you are
ashamed to say, “l love my Lord,” | think you auding the friendship of Christenemiesand what
can you be but an enemy yourself? If you love Hay it! Put on your Master’s regimentals! Enlist in
His army, and come forward and declare, “As forand my house, we will serve the Lord.” Their faith
was alike, then, in these four particulars—it wiaed alone on Him; it was accompanied with a serfise
unworthiness; it struggled and conquered oppositod it openly declared itself before all comers.

By your patience | shall now try to show ttiéferencesetween the two faiths as to their manifesta-
tions. First, the woman'’s faith acted like a wonsaf&ith; she showed tender love and the affectaoas
the glory and the strength of women. They wereagdst such in her. Her love was intense, womanly
love—and she poured it out upon the Savior. The'siaith acted like a man’s in its determinatiordan
strength. He persisted in crying, “You Son of Dd¥vithere was as much that was masculine about his
faith as there was of the feminine in the penitefdith—and everything should be in its order aftera
its season. It would not have been right for thenao’s voice to be heard so boldly above the cratvd;
would have seemed out of place for a man’s teamave been falling upon the Savior’s feet. Eithee o
or the other might have been justifiable, but thewld not have been equally suitable. But now thiey
as suitable as they are excellent! The woman actgsgodly woman should; the man like a godly man.
Never let us measure ourselves by other peoplenddomy brother, say, “I could not shed tears.” Who
asked you to do so? A man’s tears are mostly witma so let them be—it is ours to use other modes
of showing our love. And, my sister, do not sayctuld not act as a herald and publicly proclaie th
king.” | doubt not you could do so if there wereedgbut your tears in secret, and those wordldsento
of love to Jesus which you are rendering are rg# é&ceptable because they are not the same as a ma
would give! No, they are thiegetterbecause they are more suitable to you; do nok thiat all the flow-
ers of God’s garden must bloom in the same colshed the same perfume.

Notice, next, that the woman acted like a woman b been a sinner. What more meet than tears?
What fitter place for her than at the Savior's fe8he had been a sinner—she acts like a sinnethBut
man who had been a beggar acted like a beggar. &dleata beggar do but clamor for alms? Did he not
beg gloriously? Never one plied the trade moreesdiy than he! “Son of David,” he said, “have mercy
on me!” | should not have liked to have seen thggle sitting there weeping; nor to have heard tre p
itent woman shouting! Neither would have been ratar seemly. Faith works according to the condi-
tion, circumstances, sex, or ability of the persowhom it lives—it best shows itself in its ownrfio,
not in an artificial manner—but in the natural ¢amf of the heart! Observe, also, that the woman did
not speak. There is something very beautiful ingbklen silence of the woman which was richer than
her silver speech would have been. But the manneasilent; he spoke. He spoke out and his words
were excellent. | venture to say that the womaiknee spoke as powerfully as the man’s voice.hef t
two | think | find more eloquence in the fallingate and unbraided hair wiping the Savior’s feenhtima
the cry, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Yet bétihms of expression were equally good. The si-
lence was best in the woman with her tears, andpleech best in the man with his confident trust in
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Christ. Do not think it necessary, dear friendpnder to serve, to do other people’s work. Whatryou
own hand finds to do, do it with all your might.yibu think you can never honor Christ till you erde
pulpit, it may be just possible that you will afterds honor Him best by gettirogit of it as quickly as
you can! There have been persons well qualifiealdimrn the religion of Christ with a lap stone oaith

lap who have thought it necessary to mount a pwaitd in that position have been a hindrance to
Christ and His gospel! Sister, there is a placeytar; keep to it; let none push you out of it. Blotnot
think there is nothing else to do except the wohkclw some other woman does! God has called her, let
her follow God'’s voice—He calls you in another diren, follow His voice there. You will be most &k
that other excellent woman when you are most diffefrom her. | mean, you will be most trdipedi-
entto Christ, as she is, if you pursue quite anogiah.

There was a difference, again, in this. The womeareg-she brought her ointment. The man did the
opposite—he begged. There are various ways of stgplove to Christ which are equally excellent to-
kens of faith. To give Him her ointment, and givenHher tears, and give Him the accommodation of
her hair was well; it showed her faith, which watkay love. To give nothing, for the beggar had noth
ing to give, but simply tdvonor Christ by appealing to His bounty and His royalvpo, was best in the
beggar. | can commend neither above the other, dmubt not that both the penitent and the beggar
gave Christ their wholbeart—and what more does Jesus ask from anyone? Thghtsoof the woman
and the thoughts of the beggar were different, kber. thoughts were mainly about the past, and her
sins—therefore her tears. To be forgiven, that aspoint. His thoughts were mainly about the pre-
sent, and did not so much concern his sin as Hisielecy, infirmity, and inability—and so he came
with different thoughts. | do not doubt that heugbt of sin, as | dare say she, also, thoughtfohiity.

But in her case the thought of sin was uppermast, therefore the tears; in his the infirmity was up
permost, and therefore the prayer, “Lord, thatdimireceive my sight.” Do not, then, compgoeir ex-
perience with that of another! God is a God of wenfd variety! The painter who repeats himself in
many pictures has a scarcity of conception, buinthster artist scarcely ever sketches the sameg #in
second time. There is a boundless variety in geaind God, who transcends all the genius of men, cr
ates an infinite variety in the works of His divigeace. Look not, therefore, for likeness everywher

The woman, it is said, loved much, and she proweddve by her acts. But the man loved much,
too, and showedis love by actions which were most admirable, fofdiwed Jesus in the way, glori-
fying God! Yet they were different actions. | dotriimd that he brought any box of ointment, or antoi
ed Christ’s feet; neither do | find that she litgrdollowed Christ in the way, though no doubt doé
lowed Him in spirit. Neither did she, with a loudige, glorify God as the restored blind beggar did.
There are differences of operation, but the sanrd;Lltbere are differences of capacity, and diffeesn
of calling, but the same Lord. By this reflectiohdpe you will be enabled to deliver yourselvesriro
the fault of judging one, by another, and that yell look for the same faith—but not for the same de-
velopment of it!

So interesting is this subject that | want youdtioiv me while | very rapidly sketch the woman’s
case and then the man’s, not mentioning the diffeee, one by one, but allowing the two pictures to
impress themselves separately upon your minds. rddgkis woman; what a strange compound she
was! She was consciously unworthy, and therefoeevatpt, yet she drew very near to Jesus. Her acts
were those of nearness and communion—she washef@édisvith her tears, she wiped them with the
hairs of her head—and meanwhile she kissed themn aga again. “She has not ceased,” said Christ,
“to kiss My feet.” A sense of unworthiness and émgoyment of communion were mixed together! Oh,
divine faith which blends the two! She was shanweda yet was she very bold; she dared not look the
Master in the face as yet—she approached Him fremnio. Yet she dared face Simon and remain in
his room, whether he frowned or not! | have knowme who have blushed in the face of Christ who
would not have blushed before a judge, or at takestif they had been dragged there for Christ®sa
Such a woman was Anne Askew, humble before heraéviasut like a lioness before the foes of God!
The penitent woman wept; she was a mourner, yehatea deep joy; | know she had, for every kiss
meant joy! Every time she lifted that blessed fantl kissed it, her heart leaped with the transpbrt
love! Her heart knew bitterness for sin, but ibakmew the sweetness of pardon! What a mixturehFai
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made the compound; she was humble—never one mergesdook how she takes upon herself to deal
with the King, Himself!

Brothers and sisters, you and | are satisfied vegldwe may be, if we may wash teaints’feet, but
she was not. Oh, the courage of this woman! Shiepags through the outer court and get right to the
King's own throne—and there pay her homage, indven person, to His person, and wash the feet of
The Wonderful, The Counselor, and The Mighty Go&hbw not that an angel ever performed such a
service, and therefore this woman takes preeminasdeving done for Jesus what no other being ever
did! | have said that she was silent, and yet slokes | will add she was despised, but Christ set h
high in honor, and made Simon, who despised hdeeldittle in her presence! | will also add shasma
great sinner, but she was a great saint! Her gieaership, when pardoned, became the raw stufbout
which great saints are made by the mighty poweGad! Finally she was saved by faith, so says the
text, but if ever there was a case in which Janoesgdcnot have said, “Shall faith save you?” and in
which He must have said, “Here is one that showdadih by her works,” it was the case of this wom-
an! There she is before you! Imitate her faithglftshough you cannot actually copy her deeds!

Now look at the man. He was blind, but he could aggeat deal more than the Pharisees who said
they could see! Blind, but his inward eyes sawKig in His beauty, saw the splendor of His throne,
and he confessed it. He was a beggar, but he haglah soul and a strong sovereign determination
which was not to be put down! He had the kind ofdanwhich dwells in men who are princes among
their fellows! He is not to be stopped by disciples, nor by apostles! He has begun to pray, aag pr
he will till he obtains the blessing he seeks! Nwtdl that what he knew, he avowed; what he desired
he pleaded for; what he needed, he understoodd;ltbat | might receive my sight.” He was clear
about his needs, and clear about the only persanashld supply them! What he asked for, e
pected for when he was bid to come, he evidently expettat his sight would be restored, for we are
told by another evangelist that he cast away hgg@es cloak! He felt he should never need to beg
again! He was sure his eyes were about to be opéastly, what he received he was grateful for,der
soon as he could walk without a guide, he took €ho be His guide and followed Him in the way,-glo
rifying Him! Look on both pictures. May you haveetlshadows and the lights of both, as far as they
would tend to make you, also, another and distictiure by the same artist, whose hand, alone, can
produce such wonders!

lll. WHAT DOES THIS TEACH US IN REFERENCE TO FAITH? Bdches us, first, that faith is
all important. Do, | pray you, my hearers, see Whetyou have the precious faith, the faith of God’s
elect! Remember there are not many things in Soeptalledprecious.There is the precious blood and
there goes with it the precious faith; if you hana# that, you are lost! If you have not that, yoe aei-
ther fit to live nor fit to die! If you have notdh, your eternal destiny will be infinite despdsut if you
have faith, though it is as a grain of mustard sged are saved. “Your faith has saved you.” Learn,
next, that the main matter in faith is the persdrom you believe. | dmot sayin whom you believe;
that would be true, but not quite so scripturaleapression. Paul doe®t say, as | hear most people
quote it, “I knowin whom | have believed.” Faith believ€rist Your faith must recognize Him as a
person, and come to Him as a person, not restinglyn@ His teaching, or only His work, but in Him!
“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavetadnd | will give you rest.” A personal Savior fo
sinners! Are you resting on Him alone? Do you ha&iélim? You know the safety of the building de-
pends mainly upon the foundation, and if the fodiodais not right, you may build as you will, it Mvi
not last. Do you build, then, on Christ, alone?uing about that as a special point.

Observe, next, that we must not expect exactlystree manifestation in each convert. Let not the
elders of the church expect it; let not parentsiireqgit from their children; let not anxious friemtbok
for it. Do not expect it in yourself! Biographieseavery useful, but they may become a snare. | moitst
judge that | am not a child of God because | ampnetisely like that good man whose life | havd jus
been reading! Am I resting on Christ? Do | beliélism? Then it may be the Lord’s grace is striking ou
in quite a different path for me than that whicls lb@en trod by my brother. It may illustrate otpleas-
es of its power and show to principalities and p@tke exceeding riches of divine love.
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I\VV. And, lastly, the matter which sums up all is thi$-we have faith in Jesus, we are saved and
ought not to talk or act as if there were any qoastbout it! “YOUR FAITH HAS SAVED YOU.” Je-
sus says it. Granted, you have faith in Christ, iaiglcertain that faith has saved you. Do nogydifiore,
go on talking and acting and feeling as if you weoésaved! | know a company of saved people who
say every Sunday, “Lord, have mercy upon us, migersinners.” But they aneot miserable sinners if
they are saved! For them to use such words isrémvtl slight upon the salvation which Christ has gi
en them! If they are saved sinners, they oughttoeipicing saints! What some say, others do ngt sa
but they act as if it were so. They go about askdngl to give them the mercy they have already ob-
tained, hoping one day to receive what Christ @&sstirem is already in their possession, talkingthe
ers as if it were a matter of question whether tveye saved or not, when it cannot be a matteuesq
tion! “Your faith has saved you.” Fancy the poonpent woman turning round and saying to the Sav-
ior, “Lord, | humbly hope that it is true.” Thereowld have been neither humility nor faith in such a
expression! Imagine that blind man, when Chrisll, safour faith has saved you,” saying, “I trust tha
future years it will be found to be so.” It woul@ la belying at once of his earnest character and of
Christ’'s honesty of speech! If you have believexlj gre saved! Do not talk as if you were not, oy ,n
take your harp down from the willows and sing uthi® Lord a new song!

| have noticed in many prayers a tendency to aspehking as if facts were facts. | have heard this
kind of expression, “The Lord has done great thilogsis, and therefore we desire to be glad.” Ex¢ t
is, “The Lord has done great things for us, andetioee weare glad.” And if the Lord has done these
great things for us, our right is to be glad akibein, not to go with an infamous, “if,” upon oupdibe-
fore the Lord who cannot lie! If you are dealinglwyour fellow creatures, suspghem,for they most-
ly deserve it. If you are listening tbeir promises, doubt them, for their promises go tbtodken. But if
you are dealing with your Lord and Master, nevespgatHim, for He is beyond suspicion! Never doubt
His promises, for heaven and earth and hell stzs @way, but not one jot or little of His Word Isha
fail' I claim for Christ that you cast away forevadt the talk which is made up of, “buts,” and 'ifand
“perhaps,” and “I hope,” and “I trust.” You are ihe presence of one who said. “Verily, verily,” and
meant what He said! He is “the amen, the faithhd &ue witness.” You would not spit in His face if
He was here, yet your, “ifs,” and “buts,” are soamunsult cast upon His truth! You would not scarg
Him, but what do your doubts do but vex Him, and idim to shame? If He lies, never believe Him! If
He speaks the truth, never doubt Him! Then shall kiwsow when you have cast aside your wicked un-
belief that your faith has saved you, and you gadllin peace!

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 7:36-50; 18:35-43.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK” 18 (VER. I), 536, 58 6.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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