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“I will not fail you, nor forsake you.”
Joshua 1:5.

NO doubt God had spoken to Joshua before. He haxd denan of faith for many years and his faith
enabled him to distinguish himself by such simplghfulness of character and thoroughly faithfuéob
dience to the Lord’s will, that he and another wiére only two left of the whole generation that eam
up out of Egypt. “Faithful among the faithless fdinhe survived where all else died. Standing eirect
full vigor, he might have been compared to a laee tvhich spreads its verdant branches untouched by
the axe which has leveled its fellows with the grdu

But now, Joshua was about to enter upon a new whekhad become king in Jeshurun instead of
Moses! From a servant, he had risen to be a raihet,it now fell to his lot to lead the people asrtise
Jordan and marshal their forces for the conquesteopromised land. On the threshold of this high e
terprise, the Lord appears to His servant and $Agsl, was with Moses, so | will be with you: | wihot
fail you, nor forsake you.” When God’s people comt® fresh positions, they shall have fresh revela-
tions of His love! New dangers will bring new praiens—new difficulties, new helps. New discour-
agements, new comforts, so that we may rejoiceibulations, also, because they are so many newly-
opened doors of God’s mercy to us!

We will be glad of our extremities because they dikgne opportunities. What the Lord said to
Joshua was particularly encouraging and it cameig®ly when he needed it. Great was his peril and
great was the promise—"“Be not afraid, neither be gesmayed: for the Lord your God is with you
where ever you go.” We will waste no time in prefabut at once consider the divine promise. “I will
not fail you, nor forsake you.”

|. Observe here, first, THE SUITABILITY OF THE CONSOIAON WHICH THESE WORDS
GAVE TO JOSHUA. “I will not fail you, nor forsakeoy.” This must have been very cheering to mm
reference to himselHe knew Moses and he must have had a very higlerasof him. He was a great
man, one of a thousand—scarcely among all that baea born of woman has there arisen a greater
than Moses. Joshua had been his servant and na, domsidered himself to be very inferior to that
great lawgiver.

A sense of his own weakness comes over a maneathtire from being associated with a grander
mind. If you mingle with your inferiors, you aretap grow vain—but closely associated with superior
minds, there is a far greater probability that yoll become depressed and may think even less oif-yo
self than humility might require—for humility isftar all, only a right estimate of our own powers.
Joshua, therefore, may possibly have been somalelspbndent under a very pressing sense of his own
deficiencies, and this cheering assurance would msease—“lwill not fail you: though you are less
wise, or meek, or courageous than Mosesll not fail you, nor forsake you.”

If God is with our weakness, it waxes strong. If idevith our folly, it rises into wisdom. If He is
with our timidity, it gathers courage. It matterst tnow conscious a man may be of being nothingdl at a
in himself, when he is conscious of the divine pre®, he even rejoices in his infirmity because the
power of God rests upon him. If the Lord says uhtoweakest man or woman here, “I will not fail you
nor forsake you,” no cowardly thought will crosatlennobled spirit! That word will nerve the trembl
with a lion-like courage which no adversary will &igle to daunt.

The consolation given to Joshua would be exceegligigitablein the presence of his enemiéte
had spied out the land and he knew it to be inkdldity giant races, men famous both for stature and
strength. The sons of Anak were there and otheegrdescribed as “great, and many, and tall.” Hawkn
that they were a warlike people and expert in thee af destructive implements of war, such as brobugh
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terror upon men, for they had chariots of iron. khew, too, that their cities were of colossal dimen
sions—fortresses whose stones at this very dayisargne traveler, so that he asks what wondroilis sk
could have lifted those masses of rock into thizsicgs.

The other spies had said that these Canaanited dweities that were walled up to heaven and
though Joshua did not endorse that exaggeratiomalsevery well aware that the cities to be captured
were fortresses of great strength. And he knewptaple to be exterminated were men of ferocious
courage and great physical energy. Therefore, thd &aid, “I will not fail you, nor forsake you.” kit
more was needed? Surely, in the presence of Goakidinbecome dwarfs, strongholds become as a
lodge in a garden of cucumbers, and chariots of @@ as thistle-down upon the hillside driven befo
the blast!

What is strong against the Most High? What is folabie in opposition to Jehovah? “If God is for
us; who can be against us?” They that are withr@isrere than they that are against us, when orece th
Lord of Hosts is seen in our ranks! “Therefore wit not fear, though the earth be removed, the moun
tains be carried into the midst of the sea.” Thoadtost should encamp against us, our hearts rsbiall
fear! Though war should rise against us, in this we be confident. This consolation, too, wasgfi-
cient for all suppliesPerhaps Joshua knew that the manna was no ltmdaif. In the wilderness the
supply of heavenly bread was continuous, but wheyy trossed the Jordan, they must quarter on the
enemy.

And with the myriads of people that were under dashcommand, the matter of providing for them
must have been no trifle. According to some comparia, nearly three million people came up out of
Egypt—I scarcely credit the computation and amimeel to believe that the whole matter of the num-
bers of the Old Testament is not yet understobelieve a better knowledge of the Hebrew tongué wil
lead to the discovery that the figures have beequiently misunderstood. But, still, a very largeniver
of people came with Joshua to the edge of the wikks and crossed the Jordan into the land of Ganaa

Who was to provide for all these hungry bands? Jashight have said, “Shall all the flocks and the
herds be slain for this great multitude? And vhik tsea yield up her fish when the manna ceases? How
shall these people be fed?” “I will not fail youpmforsake you” was an answer which would meet all
the demands of the commissariat! They might eah&ofull, for God would find them food! Their
clothes might wax old upon them, now that the niéraé the wilderness would cease, but new garments
would be found for them in the wardrobes of theiemies. When the Lord opens all His granaries, none
shall lack for bread. And when He unlocks His wakldrs, none shall go bare! So there was no room for
anxiety in Joshua’s mind. As for himself, if wedlkis made him strong! As for his enemies, if thegrev
powerful, this promise made him stronger than thaydl as for the needs of Israel, if they were great
this promise supplied them all!

Surely this word must often have brought charmiogsolation to the heart of the son of Nuhen
he saw the people failing hinihere was only the venerable Caleb left, of mldomrades with whom
he had shared the 40 years’ march through the grehterrible wilderness. Caleb and he were the las
two sheaves of the great harvest—and they were llk@lshocks of corn fully ripe for the garner. Old
men grow lonely and small wonder is it if they dbave heard them say that they live in a world iehe
they are not known, now that, one by one, all tb&drfriends are gone home and they are left alone—
like the last swallow of autumn when all its fellewave sought a sunnier climate. Yet the Lord says,
will not forsake you. | shall not die. | am evertviyou. Your Friend in heaven will live on as loag
you do.”

As for the generation which had sprung up aroursthJa, they were very little better than their fa-
thers. They turned back in the day of battle, eenchildren of Ephraim, when they were armed and
carried bows. They were very apt to go aside inéornhost provoking sin. Joshua had as hard a tabkk wi
them as Moses had—and it was enough to break e tleMoses to have to deal with them. The Lord
seems to bid him put no confidence in them, neitbidre discomfited if they should be false anddhea
erous—“1 will not fail you:theymay, butl will not. I will not forsake you. They may provewards and
traitors, but I will not desert you.”

Oh, what an evil thing it is in a false and fickierld, where he that eats bread with us lifts up hi
heel against us! Where the favorite counselor besoam Ahithophel and turns his wisdom into crafty
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hate! But we know that, “There is a friend thatlssi closer than a brother,” One who is faithful and
gives us sure tokens of a love which many watemnaaquench! I might dwell upon this point and

show that the consolatory promise has as manysa®ia well-cut diamond, each one reflecting the
light of divine consolation upon the eye of Joskuaith—but we will come to other matters.

II. Secondly, AT WHAT TIMES MAY WE CONSIDER THIS PROMETO BE SPOKEN TO
OURSELVES? It is all very well to listen to it, apoken to Joshua, but, O God, if You would speak
thus tous how consoled would we be! Do You ever do so? Maye so bold as to believe that You
thus comfortus?Beloved, the whole run of Scripture speaks tostrae effect to men of like mind with
Joshua. No Scripture is of private interpretatibio! text has spent itself upon the person who fist
ceived it. God’'s comforts are like wells which neeaman or set of men can drain dry, however mighty
may be their thirst!

A well may be opened for Hagar, but that well isareclosed, and any other wanderer may drink at
it. The fountain of our text first gushed forthrefresh Joshua, but if we are in Joshua’s posdimmhare
of his character, we may bring our water pots alhthEm to the brim! Let me mentiomhenl think we
may safely feel that God says to us, “I will nat feu, nor forsake you.” Surely it is when we aadled
to do God’'s workJoshua’s work was the Lord’s work. It was God wWtaal given the country to the
people and who had said, “I will drive out the Camge from before you,” and Joshua was God’s exe-
cutioner—the sword in the hand of the Lord for ¢heing out of the condemned races.

He was not entering upon a quixotic engagementi®fotvn choosing and devising. He had not
elected himself and selected his own work, but Gad called him to it, put him in the office, andl bi
him do it! And therefore, He said to him, “I wilbbfail you, nor forsake you.” Brother, are you\seg
God? Do you live to win souls? Is it your grandeabjto be the instrument in God’s hand of accom-
plishing His purposes of grace to the fallen sdnsmen? Do you know that God has put you where you
are and called you to do the work to which youe I dedicated? Then, go on in God’s name, for, as
surely as He called you to His work, you may besghat to you, also, He says, as indeed to all His
servants, “I will not fail you, nor forsake you.”

But | hear some of you say, “We are not engagesark of such a kind that we could precisely call
it ‘work for God.” Well, brethren, but are yoengaged in a work which you endeavor to perform to
God’s glory? Is your ordinary and common trade one whichuwgug—one concerning which you have
no doubt as to its honest propriety—and in carrytngn do you follow only right principles? Do you
endeavor to glorify God in the shop? Do you malkeltélls on the horses holiness to the Lord? It doul
not be possible for all of us men to be preacHerswhere would be the hearers? Many would be very
much out of place if he were to leave his ordinzalling and devote himself to what is so unscrigityr
called, “the ministry.” The fact is, the truestiggbus life is that in which a man follows the ardry
calling of life in the spirit of a Christian.

Now, are you doing so? If so, you are as much narnigy before God in measuring out yards of cal-
ico, or weighing pounds of tea, as Joshua wasayirgj Hivites, Jebusites, and Hittites! You are as
much serving God in looking after your own childmd training them up in God’s fear, and minding
the house and making your household a church fa, @ you would be if you had been called to lead
an army to battle for the Lord of hosts! And youyntake this promise for yourself, for the path atyd
is the path where this promise is to be enjoyeavillinot fail you, nor forsake you.” Now, mark ypif
you are living foryourself—if you are living forgain—if selfishness is the object of life, or if youear
pursuing an unhallowed calling. If there is anythabout your mode of business which is contrary to
the mind and will of God and sound doctrine, yooraa expect God to aid you in sin, nor will He ¢do i

Neither can you ask Him to pander to your lustsl tmassist you in the gratification of your own
selfishness. But if you can truly say, “I live teetglory of God and the ordinary life that | leadélsire
to consecrate entirely to His glory,” then you ntalge this promise home to yourself, “I will notlfai
you, nor forsake you.” But, mark you, there is &eotmatter. We must, if we are to have this promise
take God into our calculation®A great many persons go about their supposeddife without even
thinkingabout God. | have heard of one who said everylhadlyleft him, and someone said, “But sure-
ly, as a Christian, God has not failed you?” “Oe’said, “I forgot God.”
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| am afraid there are many who call themselves Sfiaris and yet forget God in common life.
Among all the forces that a man calculates uponnwigeengages in an enterprise, he should never omit
the chief force—but often it is so with us. We imgu“Am | competent for such a work? | ought to- un
dertake it, but am | competent?” And straightwdnerée is a calculation made cdbmpetencyAnd in
these calculations, there is no item put downpilt&he promise of a living God. Item: The guidaonte
the Spirit.”

These are left out of the calculation! Remembet ithau willfully omit them, you cannot expect to
enjoy them! You must walk bfgith if you are to enjoy the privileges of the faithftiThe just shall live
by faith,” and if you begin to live bgense you shall join the weeping and the wailing of seovho
have gone to broken cisterns and have found theptyerand your lips shall be parched with thirst be-
cause you have forgotten the fountain of livingevato which you should have gone. Do you, brethren
habitually take God into your calculations? Do ywalculate upon omniscient direction and omnipotent
aid?

| have heard of a certain captain who had ledroigpss into a very difficult position and he knew
that on the morrow he should need them all to Beoficourage. And so, disguising himself, at night
he went round their tents and listened to theiveosations until he heard one of them say, “Outaiap
is a very great warrior, and has won many victorBag he has this time made a mistake, for loo&reh
are thousands of the enemy, and he has only so mmyry, so many cavalry, and so many guns.” The
soldier made out the account, and was about towguthe scanty total when the captain, unable to bea
it any longer, threw aside the curtain of the &md said, “And how many do you counefor, sir?"—
as much as to say, “lI have won so many battlesytabught to know that my skill can multiply batta
ions by handling them.”

And so the Lord hears His servants estimating hesble they are, and how little they can do, and
how few are their helpers—and | think | hear Hirbukingly say, “But how many do you count your
God for? Is He never to come into your estimate®@ ¥dk of providing and forget the God of provi-
dence! You talk of working, but forget the God whreorks in you to will and to do of His own good
pleasure.” How often in our enterprises have prtugeople plucked us by the sleeve and said we have
gone too far? Could we reckon upon being able to/@ut what we had undertaken? No, we cauwidl
reckon upon it, except that we believe in God—auitth @od all things are possible! If it i&is work,
we may venture far beyond the shallowness of preel@mo the great deeps of divine confidence, for
God, who warrants our faith, will honor it befoong!

O, Christian, if you can venture and feel it torlmeventure, then may you grasp the promise, “I will
not fail you, nor forsake you”! When you are on yownfeet, you may dash against a stone! When you
are running in youown strength, you may faint! But, “They that wait uptire Lord shall renew their
strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagléy shall run and not be weary. And they shall
walk and not faint.” Now, remember, that we mayetdkis promise when we are engaged in God’s
work, or when we turn our ordinary businest® God’'s work, and when we do really, by faith, take
God into our calculations!

But we must also be careful that we walk in God’'s wé&sserve that the next verse to the text runs
thus, “Be strong, and of a good courage,” and then?" verse is a singular one, “Only be you strong
and very courageous, that you may observe to dordiog to all the law which Moses, My servant
commanded you: turn not from it to the right hamdamthe left, that you may prosper where ever you
go.” “Be strong and very courageous.” What for?obey! Does it need courage and strengtbliey?
Why, nowadays, that man is thought to be couragedwswill haveno laws of God to bind him! And
he is thought to be strong-minded who ridiculeslation! But let us rest assured that he is tridgrg
of mind and heart who is content to be thoughtah &md sticks to the good old truths of God andokee
the good old way.

There are enough, nowadays, of “intellectual” pheas. Some of us may be excused from this
vaunted intellectualism that we may preach the Brgpspel. There are enough who can becloud theol-
ogy with the chill fogs of “modern thought.” We asatisfied to let the Word speak for itself without
misting it with our thinking. | believe it needs neocourage and strength of mind to keep to the old
things than to follow after novel and airy specolas. \We must not expect the God of truth to bdawit
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us if we go away from God and His truth. Be cardfalv you dive. To watch every putting down of
your foot is a good thing. Be exact and precisedbe divine rule—careless about man’s opinion and
even defying it in which it is error. But be dulifio God’s law, bowing before it, yielding your wieo
nature in cheerful subservience to every commanth@fMost High. He that walks uprightly, walks
surely—and to him is the promise, “I will not fgibu, nor forsake you.”

Begin your life-course with a policy of your owndagiou may get through it how you can. Be wise
in your own conceit and trust to your own judgmeaéd the promotion of fools will be your reward!
But be simple enough to do only God’s will—to leas@nsequences and to follow the truth of God—
and integrity and uprightness will preserve you. @odoing right at all costs and the right will agp
you all it costs you—and the righteous Lord will thee to His Word—*I1 will not fail you, nor forsake
you.” These, then, I think, are the conditions unglich any believing man or woman may take to
themselves the words of our text.

[ll. But now, thirdly, let us consider WHAT THIS PROMISEOES NOT PRECLUDE. “I will not
fail you, nor forsake you.” We must not misundenmstt#his gracious word, lest we be disappointed when
things happen contrary to our expectatiortgs promise does not exclude efféstgreat many mistakes
are made about the promises of God. Some thinkiftiaxd is to be with them, they will have nothing
to do. Joshua did not find it so. He and his trolopg to slay every Amorite, Hittite, and Hivite tHall
in battle. He had to fight and use his sword jgstaich as if there had been no God at all!

The best and the wisest thing in the world is tokwas if it all depended upgrou—and then trust in
God, knowing that it all depends upon Him! He wibt fail us, but we are not, therefore, to fold our
arms and sit still. He will not forsake us, but are not, therefore, to go upstairs to bed and dxpat
our daily bread will drop into our mouths. | haugokvn idle people who have said, “Jehovah-Jirehg’ an
sat with their feet on their desks and their aralded, and have been lazy and self-indulgent. Aerd g
erally, their presumption has ended in this—God ravided them rags and jags, and a place in the
county jail before long! | think these are the véBst provisions that can be made for idle pecpid,
the sooner they get it, the better for society!

Oh no, no, no, no! God does not pander to our é&aahAnd any man, who expects to get on in this
world with anything that is good, without work,agool! Throw your whole soul into the service obds
and then you will get God'’s blessing if you aretires upon Him. Even Mohammad could appreciate
this! When one of his followers said, “I will tumy camel loose and trust in providence,” Mohammed
said, “No, no! Tie him up as tightly as you can dhen trust in providence.” Oliver Cromwell had a
commonsense view of this truth of God, too. “TrimsGod,” he said, as they went to battle, “but keep
your powder dry.”

And so must we. | do not believe that God wouldenilis servants act like fools! The best judgment
a man has should be employed in the service of Gothmon sense is, perhaps, as rare a thing among
Christian people as salmon in the Thames. The 'desélrvants have more wisdom in their generation
than the children of light have, but it ought notoe. If you want to succeed, use every faulty lyave,
and put forth all your strength—and if it is a riglause, you may then fall back on the promise—ill w
not fail you, nor forsake youNeither does this promise preclude occasional desagéfter Joshua had
received this promise, he went up to Ai and sutfeaderrible defeat because the regulations ofvre
had been violated.

They had defrauded the Lord of a part of the splallericho, which was hidden in Achan’s tent, and
this troubled Israel. Yes, and without the violatf any law, the best man in the world must expeact
the most successful enterprise, that there willdrae discouragements. Look at the sea—it is roiting
it will rise to full tide before long—but every wauhat comes up dies upon the shore! And afteramwo
three great waves which seem to capture the pelibks® comes a feebler one which sucks back. Very
well, but the sea will win and reach its fullneSs. in every good work for God, there is a drawiagkb
every now and then; in fact, God often makes Hrsasds go back that they may have all the more
room to run and take a bigger leap than they cbale taken from the place where they stood before.

Defeats in the hand of faith are only preparatifmmsvictory. If we are beaten for a little whileew
grind our swords sharper and the next time, we takee care that our enemies shall know how keen
they are. Do not, therefore, let any temporarygpséntments dismay you—they are incidental to hu-
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manity and necessary parts of our education. G&od.will certainly test you, but He will not faibu,
nor forsake youNor, again, does this promise preclude frequetiuliations and testing of faithn the
autobiography of the famous Franck of Halle, whdtkand in the hands of God, provided for the or-
phan house of Halle, he says, “I thought when |mated myself and my work to God by faith, that |
had only to pray when | had need, and that thelsmgpwould come. But | found that | had sometinees t
wait and pray for a long time.”

The supplies did come, but not at once. The pirrenwent so far as absolute want—but there
were intervals of severe pressure. There was rgpthiispare. Every spoonful of meal had to be scrape
from the bottom of the barrel and every drop oftbdt oozed out seemed as if it might be the lastt—b
still it never did come to the last drop—and thenaes always just a little meal left. Bread shallgneen
us, but not always in 4-pound loaves. Our watell flgasure, but not always a brook full—it may only
come in small cups. God has not promised to takecfryou to heaven without trying your faith! He
will not fail you, but He will bring you very lowHe will not forsake you, but He will test you anchpe
you. You will frequently need all your faith to kegour spirits up—and unless God enables you &i tru
without staggering—you will find yourself sorelysdjuieted at times.

Now, are any of you brought to the verge of famim&od’s work? It is a state in which | have often
been—thank God, very often—and | have always betineded and therefore, | can, from experience,
say the Lord is to be trusted and He will not alkbw faithful to be confused. He has said it andaile
perform it—"I will not fail you, nor forsake you.Dear friends, | would like to say, once more, about
this, thatthis promise does not preclude our suffering vewgatly, or our dying and perhaps, dying a
very sad and terrible death as men judge. God reftd?aul, but | have seen the spot where Paeglealh
was chopped off by the executioner.

The Lord never left Peter, but Peter, like his Mashad to die by crucifixion. The Lord never left
the martyrs, but they had to ride to heaven inioksof fire. The Lord has never left His churclut b
oftentimes His church has been trampled as stravodslen for the dunghill. Her blood has been scat-
tered over the whole earth and she has seemedutidrly destroyed. Still, you know, the story bét
church is only another illustration of my text—Gloas not failed her, nor forsaken her! In the deaths
her saints, we read not defeat, but victory! Ag/thassed away one by one, stars ceasing to shine be
low, they shone with tenfold brilliance in the upg&y because of the clouds through which theygzhss
before they reached their celestial spheres.

Beloved, we may have to groan in a GethsemaneGbdtwill not fail us! We may have to die on a
Golgotha, but He will not forsake us. We shall reggin and as our Master was triumphant through
death, even so shallethrough the greatest suffering and the most terdefeats rise to His throne!

IV. | must pass on again, and occupy you for a few nmégnever a fourth point, which is this.
WHAT, THEN, DOES THE TEXT MEAN, IF WE MAY HAVE ALLTHIS TRIAL HAPPENING TO
US? It means to those to whom it belongs, finst,failure for your workSecondly,no desertion for
yourself “I will not fail you.” Your labor shall not be in vain in the Lord/hat is it? Is it the great work
of preaching the gospel to thousands? God wilfaibyou in that. | remember how, 20 years agoakw
preaching the gospel in the simplicity of my heartl some little stir was made. But the wise methef
day made light of it and said it was all to engixmonths’ time.

We went on, did we not? And by-and-by, when we s$tdtgreater crowds listening to us, it was, “A
temporary excitement, a sort of religious spastnwduld all end like a mere flash in the pan, tkaid.
| wonder where those prophets are now? If thereaayeof them here, | hope they feel comfortable in
the unfulfilled prophecy which they can now studytwsome degree of satisfaction. Thousands on earth
and hundreds in heaven can tell what God has wbikatlanother kind of work, dear brother, thauyo
are engaged in; a very quiet, unobtrusive, unoleseeffort? Well, | should not wonder that, little i
is, somebody or other sneers at it.

There is scarcely a David in the world without dalEto sneer at him. Press on, brother! Stick,to i
plod away, work hard, trust in your God, and yowrkwwill not fail. We have heard of a minister who
added only one to his church through a long yeareoy earnest ministry—only one! A sad thing for
him—~but that one happened to be Robert Moffat—amavas worth a thousand of most of us! Go on; if
you bring butoneto Christ, who shall estimate the value of the o¥ie@r class is very small just now.
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God does not seem to be working. Pray about itpgee scholars into the class, and teach better, an
even if you should not see immediate success, tideleve that it is all a failure. Never was aetru
gospel sermon preached yet, with faith and prayarwas a failure!

Since the day when Christ, our Master, first predcthe gospel, unto this day—I dare to say it—
there was never a true prayer that failed, noua tteclaration of the gospel made in a right sghat
fell to the ground without prospering accordingthe pleasure of the Lord. Fire away, brother! Every
shot lands somewhere, for in heavenly as well ablgavarfare, “Every bullet has its billet.” And¢hén
there shall bao desertion as to yoursefor your heavenly Friend has said, “I will niorsake you
You will not be left alone or without a helper. Yare thinking of what you will do in old age. Dotno
think of that—think of whaGodwill do for you in old age! O, but your great nesad long illness will
wear out your friends, you say. Perhaps you may wetyour friends, but you will not wear out your
God—and He can raise up new helpers if the old oniés fa

O, but your infirmities are many and will soon drugou down! You cannot live long in such cir-
cumstances. Very well, then, you will be in heaged that is far better. But you dread pining sidsne
It may never come. But, suppose it should comegneber what will come with it—°I will make all
your bed in your sickness.” “I will never leave yamor forsake you.” So runs the promise. “Fear you
not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for | awmuy God.” “The mountains may depart, and the hills
be removed; but the covenant of My love shall repatt from you, says the Lord, that has mercy on
you.” You shall not be alone! You shall not wringuy hands in despair and say, “I am utterly wretiche
like the pelican of the wilderness—utterly forsali&e the owl of the desert.” The mighty God of dac
forsakes not His own.

V. And so this brings me to the last point, whichhis+WHY MAY WE BE QUITE SURE THAT
THIS PROMISE WILL BE FULFILLED? | answer first, wmay be quite sure becaudges God’s
promise Did ever any promise of God fall to the groundfere are those in the world who are challeng-
ing us continually and saying, “Where is your GodPiey deny the efficacy of prayer. They deny the
interpositions of providence. Well, | do not wondleat they do. The bulk of Christians do not resgliz
either, the answer to prayer or the interpositibprovidence—for this reason—that they do not e
the light of God’s countenance, or live by faith.

But the man who walks by faith will tell you tha¢ motices providence and never is deficient of a
providence to notice—that he notices answers t@tager—and never is without an answer to his pray-
er. What is a wonder to others becomes a commarofaveryday life to the believer in Christ! Where
God has given His Word, “I will not fail you, noorisake you,” let us believe it, for—

“His very Word of grace is strong

As that which built the skies;

The voice that rolls the stars along

Speaks all the promises.”
Rest well assured that if a man is called to do’Swaabrk, God will not fail him becauséis not after
the manner of the Lord to desert His servabtavid, in the dark days of his sin bade Joabeplagah,
the Hittite, in the forefront of the battle andeahim there to die by the hand of the childrerAoi-
mon. Was it not cruel? It was base and treachdmtlee last degree!

Can you suspect the Lord of anything so unworthg®d rbid! My soul has known what it is to
plead with the Lord my God after this fashion—"LpNbu have placed me in a difficult position and
given me service to perform far beyond my capatihever coveted this prominent place and if You do
not help me now, why have You placed me in it?avé always found such argument to be prevalent
with God. He will not push His servants into sevesaflicts and then fail them! Besides, remembat th
should God’s servants faiif they are really God’s servantfie enemy would exult and boast against
the Lord Himself

This was a great point with Joshua in later daysskid, “The Canaanites and all the inhabitants of
the land shall hear of it and shall environ us chuand cut off our name from the earth: and whdit wi
You do unto Your great name?” If the Lord raised.uther and does not help Luther, then it is not Lu
ther that fails—it is God that fails in the estimatof the world. If the Lord sends a man to bedness
to a truth and that man’s testimony utterly bredéwn, then in the estimation of men, it is theh that
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breaks down, and consequently dishonor is cast Gmwhand His truth—and He will not have it so. If
He uses the weakest instrumentality, He will latglscorn His adversaries by it, and they shall neve
say that the Lord was overcome.

Besides, if God has raised you up, my brethremctmmplish a purpose by yodo you think He
will be defeated Were ever any of His designs frustrated? | hasdcpreachers talk about God being
defeated by the free will of man and disappointgdrian’s depravity and | know not what else! But
such a god is no god of mine! My God is One whotiaswill and will have it—who, when He designs
a thing, accomplishes it! He is a God whose omeipce none can resist, concerning whom it may be
said, “Who shall stay His hand, or say unto Him,atvare you doing?” The mighty God of Jacob puts
His hand to a design and carries it through aslysae He begins! The weakness of the instrument in
His hand does not hinder Him, nor do the oppositbiklis enemies deter Him! Only believe in Him
and weak as you are, you shall perform wonders—taydur feebleness, the strength of God shall be
glorified!

Besides, my brethren, if we trust God and live@md, He loves us much too well to leave It is
not as though we were aliens, and strangers, arijfeers—mercenary troops whom the prince who
hires them leaves to be cut in pieces! No, we aseoMn dearchildrent God sees Himself in all His
servants. He sees in them the members of the bioHysadear Son. The very least among them is as
dear to Him as the apple of His eye and belovediawn soul. It is not to be imagined that He will
ever put a load upon His own children’s shoulderthout giving them strength to bear the burden, or
send them to labors for which He will not give thadequate resources! O, rest in the Lord, you-faith
ful. “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Hifripr He will appear unto your rescue. Has He ratls
“I will not fail you, nor forsake you”?

As | have thus been bringing forth marrow and fasnieom the Word, | have been thinking of some
of you, poor souls, who cannot eat thereof and mavehare in it. | am glad to see you here, esfhgcia
on Thursday night, for it is not every unconverpaison that will come to these weeknight services.
You must have a hungering after these good thioggpu would not be here in such numbers. | hope
your mouths are watering after the good thingdhefdovenant. | hope, as you see the promises of God
on the table and see how rich they are, you wyllteayourself, “Would God | had a share in them!”

Well, poor soul, if God gives you an appetite, h caly say the food is free! If you would have God
to be your helper—if you would, indeed, be savedChyist—come and welcome, for you are the soul
that He desires to bless! If you have half a wshards God, He haslanging towards you! If you de-
sire Him, you have not a step up on Him—depend upade has long before desired you! Come to
Him! Rest in Him! Accept the atonement which HisnSwas presented. Begin the life of faith in real
earnest and you shall find that what | have sailisrue—only it falls short of thé&ull truth, for you
will say, like the Queen of Sheba when she had Seéwmon’s glory—"The half has not been told me.”

Blessed be the Lord forever, who has taught my peart to believe in Himself and to live upon
unseen realities, and rest in a faithful God! Theneo peace or joy like it, or worthy to be mengd in
the same day. God grant it to each one of youMedldor His name’s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Psalm 63.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—34 (VERSE 1), 742, 7 45.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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