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“For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righousness by faith”
Galatians 5:5.

IT may seem remarkable that Paul, who was oncsttlatest of Pharisees, should become the most
ardent champion of the doctrines of salvation acgrand justification by faith. How large a portimin
the New Testament is given up to his writings—am&l most prominent subject in all that falls frors hi
pen is righteousness by faith. Did not the Lordvslgpeat wisdom in selecting as the chief advocéte o
this truth a man who knew the other side—who hadkea diligently under the law, who had practiced
every ceremony, who was a Hebrew of the Hebrews—haddprofited above many under the Jews’ re-
ligion, being more exceedingly zealous of the tiads of the fathers? Paul would know, right wtike
bondage of the old system, and having felt its eater into his soul, he would more highly prize th
liberty with which Christ makes men free. He wasoa man of great learning—he was at home in eve-
ry part of the Old Testament and consequentlygtimations which he makes from it are almost innu-
merable. He also understood the Rabbinical mettiagiatualizing and used it against his old associ
ates, turning the OIld Testament allegories intaatieby in defense of New Testament principles. He
knew how to take the story, as we have seen, ohHaigd Sarah, and to find in it an argument for the
doctrine which he desired to defend. It was wedit th man who had been, in spirit, a Pharisee and in
education equal to the most learned of the Jewsskods, should be engaged by the Spirit of Godeto d
fend the glorious principles of salvation by grabtareover, Paul was a man of very powerful mind.
Has the Christian church ever had in her midst a miaose arguments are so keen, so subtle, so pro-
found and yet so clear? He dives to the very botéitinings, but he never darkens counsel by mysti-
cism. Like the eagle, he soared aloft and his pigreyes did not fail him as he gazed on the swn. H
was amazed by the revelations he beheld, but henatadazzled and perplexed. He spoke some things
hard to be understood, which the foolish have weksd their destruction, but they had to do highea
ing great violence before they could thus perteitis intimate acquaintance with divine things ainel
logical conformation of his mind, combined with mmmovable decision of character and a flaming ar-
dor of soul, made him, in the hands of God, theditconceivable instrument for the divine purpése.
was wisely chosen and set for the defense of tepeajo

But why, my brethren, such care in selecting aroadie whose previous education and formation of
mind so well enabled him to do battle for the c&M#y was the choice so carefully made? Why such a
display of divine wisdom? | reply, because thishis point which, above all others has been, is,and
ways will be most assailed by the enemies of oly redigion. Justification by faith is the Thermdpg
of Christianity. It is there that the battle must ébecided by hand-to-hand fight. If that narrowspiss
once carried by the enemy, then the whole of olwdmks may be stormed. But as long as that fort is
held fast, the rest of the truths of the gospel ke maintained. The Lord, therefore, sent thishtyig
man of valor, this Saul the Benjamite—head and lslers taller than his fellows, of sound heart and
decided purpose and devout spirit—to wage war thghadversaries of free grace. | have said that the
truth has always been assailed and is it not tee# was the clouding of this light, the almasemch-
ing of it, which occasioned the darkness of theimed period. It was Luther’s clear sight of thigth
and the astonishing thunders with which he uttéredhich brought about the Reformation. And though
there are other truths of great importance—and waldvnot depreciate their value for a single mo-
ment—yet this one, whenever it has flashed fortth brilliance before the eyes of men, has always
been the means of restoring evangelical doctrindsaa the same time exercising a powerful influence
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over men’s hearts and bringing much glory to thei®@aDespite this fact, or perhaps because dff i,
still resisted. And at the present day, it is oggbas much as ever, for you hear, continuallyrengark
that the preaching up of salvation by immediatéhfan Christ is very dangerous and opposed torihe i
terests of morality. It is asserted that it cartfm®isupposed to make men any better and will ordgiter

in them a false confidence, and add to their offuglts the pride and presumption which grow ouauof
assured security. We continually hear such obsensatThe present revival has set all the owlsihgot
and you know their note—good works are in peril aintlie in jeopardy. However well meant, | believe
that at the bottom of these wonderful objections wall discover the old Popery of reliance upon goo
works. Human nature always did kick against sabvaliy grace alone, and it always will. Even profess
ing Christians raise the same objection, but theydwt cautiously. They say that the preaching tip o
Jesus Christ as saving men immediately upon tleieong in Him ignores too much the work of the
Holy Spirit. And they affirm that a great deal maraght to be said about the preparation of thethear
the humbling and abasing of the soul, the law wtrk,inward sense of need and so on. There may be
some truth in this as seen from a certain poird,lahould be disposed to hear such criticismsep#y,

but | fear that in not a few instances the remaressuggested by a measure of departure fromre si
plicity of the gospel—the very essence of whicls iie the words, “Believe and live.” There is a dang
of meaning, “salvation by works,” while we use fhlease, “the work of the Spirit.” Zeal for the imne
life may only be a convenient method for coveripgpure legalism. | will, therefore, assert it bgldl
that salvation byeelingsis as unscriptural as salvation by works—and Bl did not cry out against
those who trusted in works with greater vehemehaa he would now have called out against any who
rely upon their terrors and convictions, or who gin@& that their feelings any more than their dojngs
may be joined on to the finished work of Chrisaground of trust. Jesus Christ alone is a complete
all-sufficient foundation for faith. It is by belieng in Him that men are justified—and in no degbse
anything else.

We shall use our text, this morning, with the viefadealing with that class of objections which are
founded upon the work of the Holy Spirit. It woldé a grievous fault in any preaching if it did st
cribe honor to the Holy Spirit, nor could we toweeely rebuke any ministry which ignored His divine
working. But on the other hand, it is no less dtfeammisrepresent the Spirit's work and set itinpga
kind of competition with the work of the Lord Jestsith is not opposed to the Spirit, but is thiédcbf
it—"“We through the Spirit wait for the hope of riglousness by faith.”

Two things | shall try to do—may the Holy Spiritadsle me—for on His mysterious teachings my
mind relies for guidance into the truth. Firsthbf labor todeclare the Christian’s hop&hen, second-
ly, I shall endeavor tshow the relation of that hope to the Holy Spirit.

|. Let me DECLARE THE CHRISTIAN’'S HOPE. “We throughetlspirit wait for the hope of right-
eousness by faith.” Concerning the Christian’s hdgteus notice, firstits singularity The Jews had a
hope founded upon thailescent“We have Abraham for our father,” they said. “Were free born; we
were never in bondage to any man. The temple of ¢iné, the temple of the Lord are we.” They looked
down upon Gentiles as uncircumcised and despisad.tBrethren, we have no such hope. We do not
expect to be saved by virtue of our parentage. ¥aat boast of fleshly descent from Abraham, neithe
do we rest upon the fact that we are, some ofheschildren of godly parents, and that from genenat
to generation, saintly names occur in our pedigféat which is born of the flesh is flesh and norenpo
however pure the flesh may be. The children of @adborn, not of blood, nor of the will of the ftes
but of God. Carnal descent leaves us heirs of wea#dn as others. We have no belief in a pretended
Abrahamic Covenant made with the seed of belieaecsrding to the flesh. We have no reliance upon
anything that comes to us by the way of the natoiréh, for that would make us like that son of the
bondwoman who was born after the flesh. Those Wby gn their birth may do so at their leisure—we
have no sympathy with their glorying. Our hopelisgether distinct from the hope of the Jew.

Neither have we any confidence in outward rites @r@monies. Paul has said, “In Christ Jesus nei-
ther circumcision avails anything, nor uncircumaisi’ and we hold that if you put any other ritetle
place of circumcision the same statement is truieinfant baptism, no immersion, no mass, no sacra-
ment, no confirmation, noeremonyof any kind can, in any measure or degree, bedagbon as the
soul’s righteousness. What if the rites which wkelve that God, Himself, had given were authenéidat

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 21




Sermon #1228 Salvation by Faith and the Work ofSpit 3

to us by a voice out of the excellent glory? Yetthose rites we dare not build, no, not for ananst

No blood of bullocks or of goats after the old lamd no unbloody sacrifice of the mass after the-mod
ern legality of Popery can we rest upon. The bdggdements of a visible external religion we héaf
behind as childish garments, unfitted for men ii€€hlesus. No, brethren, we are wide as the poles
asunder from all who rest upon outward forms arréroenial religiousness. We hope to be saved, not
because we attend a place of worship, nor becaadgawe made a profession of religion, but because
we have obtained righteousness by faith.

We differ, also, from those who place reliance upaoral virtues and spiritual excellencies—and
even from those who would have us found our homa uertain graces supposed to be the works of the
Holy Spirit. Had we been the most courageously bBriead we been the most chastely pure, had we
never offended against the law of man in any respbatever, if we could say with the apostle, “As
touching the law, blameless,” and if, like the ygunan in the gospel narrative, we could say of the
commandments, “All these things have | kept from youth up,” yet would we count our virtues and
obedience to be but dross that we might win Clanst be found in Him, not having our own righteous-
ness which is of the law, but that which is throtigé faith of Christ, the righteousness which i$of
by faith. We dare not hope to be acceptable witd Gecause of anything good that is in us by nature,
or may be infused into us by grace. We are accapttdte Beloved, and apart from Him, we look not to
be found acceptable. Even what the Holy Spirit woshth us does not furnish us with any merit which
we can plead, for it is a gift of grace, and not mdrour justifying righteousness. We rest uporudes
Christ crucified and not upon our faith, our re@ee, our prayers, our conquests of sin, our likene
Christ. Right away from anything that comes fromouso us we look to Jesus, who is all our salvgtio
the Alpha and Omega, the author and the finishdaiti. Our faith is singular, then, because ifetd
from that of the Jew, who boasts in his carnal eiesdt differs from that of the religionist, whests
upon outward forms, and that of the self-rightemas, who depends upon his own works in whole or in
part. These three forms of dependence we renounoe the very depth of our hearts. And any other
form of dependence upon anything that can be dgmadn is equally detestable to us. We know that if
we are saved it must be upon quite another grobaa that of the merit of works of any sort or kind.
“We wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”

Secondly, considethe specialtyof our hope. Taking our text in connection with #ieverse, we
remark that our hope is in grace alone. Accordm@aul, any man who tries to be justified by the la
has altogether given up salvation by grace—theeefae trust for righteousness in Christ alone, and
look entirely to the free mercy of God. If | evestgo heaven, it will be in no measure becauseséde
to be there, but because God willed that | shoatéreglory by His abounding grace. No man has any
claim upon God whatever. If God gives man what la iwlaim in justice, He will award him eternal
destruction from the glory of His power—that is alan has a right to—he is an undeserving, ill-
deserving, hell-deserving sinner. If any good thitigerefore, comes to us, it must be entirely an th
ground of goodness freely given to the undesenving pardon extended to the guilty. It is infait
compassion looking upon our misery and determitingpveal itself in a free qift. It is not to be wby
effort—not to be deserved nor purchased—but bestasaéely because He “will have mercy on whom
He will have mercy, and He will have compassionmdom He will have compassion.” Our hope stands
on pure grace, sovereign grace, grace unqualiéedl blesses us because He is good, not because we
are so. God saves us because He is gracious, cenideeHe sees any grace inherent in us. He blesses
according to His great love with which He lovedewen when we were dead in trespasses and sins. And
therefore grace must ever be the subject of ouser&lVe can never endure the preaching of any other
confidence, for we know it to be a delusion andars.

Thirdly, considetthe groundof our hope. A groundless hope is a wretched tHug.our hope has a
firm foundation. It is founded upon right and idled, “the hope of righteousness by faith.” Righteo
ness is a solid basis for hope. If we had a hopehdlisturbed or destroyed or diminished the lusfer
the righteousness of God, the sooner we were rititbé better. But we need not detract in any degr
from the severity of divine justice in order to &is our hope. We expect to be saved by an aaisof |
tice as well as by a deed of mercy. A strong exgioasto use—and we use it advisedly. We reckon that
by faith we are saved by a method which as muctieates the justice of God as if He had cast ws int
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hell—a plan by which the divine righteousness imifiested, rather than obscured. Observe that our
hope is the hope “of righteousness.” That is tq salyope arising out of the fact that we are righse
and therefore, God will treat us as such. “Stramgge,” says one, “for we are guilty.” That we admit
with deepest shame and we disown all reliance wporown righteousness, which we know to be but
filthy rags. But still, we have a glorious hope édsipon the fact that we are, at this moment, Hgtua
righteous before God. By faith, we are as righteamig we had never sinned. Those eyes which an di
cern the slightest flaw, gaze upon us and discernnmost thoughts—but they discover no flaw in our
righteousness. Like burning suns, they searchroesighh and through, but our righteousness enduees th
search and comes forth unscathed from the hedabtbnsuming fire. This day, having believed in Je
sus Christ, “There is therefore now no condemnations.” “Being justified by faith we have peace
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” We have a rightaeas which we dare present before God, for it is
perfect. In it, there is no omission and no excégs.are righteous before God and without fault eefo
His throne. Bold words, but not bolder than thestigoused when he said, “Who shall lay anything to
the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifd&o is he that condemns? It is Christ that dyed,
rather that is risen again.” Now, brethren, if vavé a hope founded upon righteousness, it is wel s
tained, for where justice lends its aid to bless, ave sure that all the other divine attributes woot
operate. But is it, indeed, the fact that we agataous? According to Holy Scripture, it is und@aby
so. We are not righteous in ourselves. Have we with, detestation, flung away that thought? But we
know that it is written, “To him that works not, tioelieves on Him that justifies the ungodly, rasH
is counted for righteousness.” Even David, alsscdbes the blessedness of the man unto whom God
imputes righteousness without works, saying, “Bidssre they whose iniquities are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to wherhord will not impute sin.” When we put our
trust in Christ Jesus, His blood cleanses us fribsira Does divine perfection want us to be mdean
than that? Cleansed from all sin! When we trusldaus Christ, He is made of God unto us righteous-
ness—do we require a more perfect and gloriougeaisness? Our Redeemer finished transgression
and made an end of sin. What remains of that o€hn end is made? What more do we need than ev-
erlasting righteousness? What more does God Himegliire? Don’t you know, beloved, how the Lord,
Himself, has said concerning His church, “Thishis hame with which she shall be called, The Lond ou
righteousness”? | said that, clothed in the righseess of Christ, we are as accepted as if we éaal n
sinned. | correct myself—had we never sinned, wddconly have stood in the righteousness of man.
But this day, by faith, we stand in the righteowssnef God Himself. The doings and the dying of our
Lord Jesus Christ make up for us a wedding dres® mlorious than human merit could have spun,
even if unfallen Adam had been the spinner.

“With my Surety’s vesture on,

Holy as the Holy One.”
Here is the footing of our hope, then, that weragleteous in the righteousness of Christ, accepiede
Beloved, complete in Him, and perfect in Christudes

This righteousness, we have not obtained by angegsowhich has occupied a great deal of time and
exhibited our ability and tried our strength, husithe righteousness of faith. We have believedl \se
are righteous. “Strange doctrine,” says one. Ndllatit is the way by which Abraham became right-
eous, for it is written, “Abraham believed God ahaas counted unto him for righteousness.” Along
this path all the ancient saints traveled and s&grely in the Lord Jehovah have we righteousiaess
strength.” This is the only possible way to righteoess and blessed is the man who follows it and
knows that by faith in the great substitutionargrece, he is righteous before God.

We will now dwell a minute upothe substance of this hapBuppose you were all perfectly right-
eous—what would you expect from God? For you caerpect more, at any rate, than we do who have
the righteousness of faith. We expect to die trihamily, glorying in our exalted Head. We expect, as
soon as our breath has left our body, to be with Where He is, that we may behold His glory. We ex-
pect to sit at the right hand of God, even the &attbecause Christ is there. We expect to rise again
the blast of the archangel’s trumpet, when the Lardo is our righteousness, shall descend upon the
earth. We expect, then, to be manifested becauselHse manifested, for, “It does not yet appedratv
we shall be, but we know that when He shall appesashall be like He; for we shall see Him as Hg is.
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We expect to share in all the glories of His miliext reign and when comes the end and He delivers u
the kingdom to the Father, we expect to be thedefarever in the perfection of bliss and glory ieetl

with Him, always singing, “Worthy is the Lamb,” ravsinging, “Worthy am [,” but always saying,
“We have washed our robes and made them whiteeibliiod of the Lamb.” We will never claim that
our robes were not defiled, or that we cleansethtbarselves. We reckon upon this and we reckon up-
on it because we are righteous. Do you see thisthalo has a right to expect a reward if he has not a
righteousness to which it is due—»but lo, He whalisn all to us, our covenant Head, deserves ¢he r
ward—and He has transferred that reward to us whon@mbers of His body, and so are one with Him.
We wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

Once more upon this point, notitkke posture which our hope takes. Wge arewaiting for this
hope—waiting. Would it not have been better to has&l, “We are working”? No, it would have
spoiled the sense altogether. To complete the fatiord of our hope of righteousness by faith, weehav
nothing more to do except to wait for the rewardvbfat is done. To the garment which covers us, we
dare not think of adding a single thread. Why sdoué? To the acceptance in which we stand before
God, we cannot hope to add a single jewel. Whyrgitet? Has not Jesus said, “It is finished™? As fa
as justifying righteousness is concerned, we argghteous as we shall be when robed in light. Wadls
cast our crowns before the throne of God. We aresdf waiting in peace. It is true we are workiog
other reasons and other purposes, but as far agytiieousness of faith is concerned, we are wgitin
not working. Waiting—that is the posture of confide. We are not hurrying, bustling, and running
about in anxiety, but we are at rest, knowing thatreward will come. As the workman, when his six
days’ work is over, goes up to his master’s pajetabd waits for his wages, we believe that theitmer
rious work by which heaven is procured for us Isdlahe. And therefore, we are waiting in the narhe o
Jesus to take the reward, which as a matter atg@ust due to Him and has been, by His dying testa-
ment, transferred to us.

Waiting implies continuance. The Galatians wantetleé more sure than faith could make them and
so they ran off to get circumcised and observed dageks, months, and all sorts of carnal ordirance
But the apostle says, “We through the Spirit waitié ask no touch of priests, or charm of magicrite
We are thoroughly furnished in our blessed Lord arelcontent to abide in Him. Our faith is not for
today and tomorrow only, but for time and eternitje are rooted and grounded in faith in Christ.

“All that remains for me

Is but to love and sing,

And wait until the angels come

To bear me to their King.”
“I thought it was a race,” says one, “a combat.”, @b&s, we will tell you about that another timet bu
that has nothing to do with our righteousness, ingtlo do with the ground of our acceptance before
God—and that is what we are speaking about just. isvfar as that is concerned, “It is finished,”
sounded from the tree of Calvary and that, “Itieshed,” brings the righteous to perfect peace—and
there they sit and wait for the hope of righteossngy faith. | have said enough upon the first paird
must hasten to the second.

II. THE RELATION OF THIS MATTER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. Wenay be quite sure that the
doctrine of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ a@nipe opposed to the work of the Spirit of God, for
never, without blasphemy, can we imagine anythike & division in the purposes and works of the sa-
cred persons of the adorable Trinity. The will lné t=ather, the will of the Son and the will of Birit
must be one. It is a perverse forgetfulness olittigy of the Godhead to suppose otherwise. Thathvhi
glorifies Jesus cannot dishonor the Holy Spirit—meay be quite sure of that.

But observe, brethren, it is the Spirit's work ®sttoy the pride of man. All flesh is grass andtz!
goodliness thereof is as the flower of grass. THasgwithers because the Spirit of the Lord blopcnu
it. All the vaunted comeliness of the natural matoi be destroyed by the Holy Spirit—and does het t
doctrine of righteousness by faith wither up therglof man? What can do it more effectually? | have
seen the proud Pharisee leer with a scornful hattesh he has heard this doctrine. “What?” he cries,
“After all | have done for years, am | to come thriSt just as if | had been a thief or a harlot &ed
saved by charity?” He cannot bear it. He will navé it. Now the Spirit of God designs to stain the
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pride of all glorying and to bring into contempt @ile excellency of the earth—and this doctrinéhis
appropriate instrument for His work and is, therefa@onsistent with the mind of the Spirit.

Another office of the Holy Spirit is to exalt ChrisHe shall glorify Me,” said Jesus. And does not
this doctrine glorify Jesus, since it makes Himllead and front, the all in all of a sinner’s hdyyen-
forming him that nothing but faith in Jesus wilveahim? Is not this according to the mind of th&ig&p
O beloved, the Holy Spirit is no rival to the Rexheg, but a glorious co-worker, delighting to hotio
Son.

We know, beloved that the Spirit of God works untier economy of grace only. The apostle says,
“Received you the Spirit by the works of the lavWwrbody ever received the Spirit by his own works,
or as a matter of merit. Since, then, the Spirly @omes to men in connection with the great ppleci
of grace, and justification by faith is the essandioctrine of grace, it must be perfectly consisigith
His mind. And you may be sure of this, poor sintleat there is no deep, mysterious operation of the
Holy Spirit which can, if rightly understood, staml conflict with the gospel announcements that,
“Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, ia bb God.” And, “Whosoever believes in Him is not
condemned,” and, “Whosoever will, let him come aakie of the water of life freely.” Salvation by
grace through faith and the operations of the Fggyrit must be consistent.

Carefully note that this righteousness by faith ninesconsistent with the work of the Spirit, be@us
the faith which brings this righteousness@ver exercised by any but those who are borneoStirit
The flesh relies upon works. It is a somewhat rdwale circumstance, perhaps, but so it is, thdulsin
flesh, which is barren of all real excellence, atavalings to merit. The natural man persists inltbkef
that he has something to do and yet he can domptHie grasps with all his might the sword whickscu
him. You cannot get him to see that—

“Till to Jesus Christ you cling

By a simple faith,

‘Doing’ is a deadly thing

‘Doing’ ends in death.”
He finds fault with it. He cannot bear it. Of coaidse cannot—Ishmael is the bondwoman’s son and has
the nature of his mother in him. That which is bofrthe Spirit instinctively clutches the promiseen
as Isaac did, for Isaac knew that he had no riglhe inheritance except according to the proniwe,
according to the flesh, Ishmael was the first bdime new-born life in every man runs instinctivédy
grace and lives by faith. You shall never find sienfaith in Jesus exercised by any life exceptlifiee
that is born of divine seed in the new birth. Hehen, simple faith and the Holy Spirit are relatkmxt
the new heart which the Spirit creates is the apiyin which faith will grow.

Again, faith for righteousness lmsed on the testimony of the Holy SpMiy brethren, why do we
believe that we are justified by faith in Jesusi§€tRrOn the ground that the Spirit, in the Holyifttre,
has borne witness that it is so. The withess wliold gave concerning His Son is the basis for our be
lief. We accept the witness of the Holy Spirit astained in these pages. The Bible cannot be amgwvhe
contrary to the mind of the Spirit because it spined by the Spirit. So you may rest certain fhdh in
Jesus Christ as the ground of salvation cannotppesed to the Spirit's work, because that faith is
based upon the Spirit's own testimony concerningsth

Moreover,simple faith is always the work of the SpiNto man did ever believe in Jesus Christ for
righteousness unless the Spirit of God led hint.tblé can never be brought to it unless the HolyitSp
shall lead him there. Faith is as much the gifGold as Jesus Christ Himself. Nature never did predu
a grain of saving faith and it never will.

When a man has believdtk obtains a great increase to his faith in Jesyshie work of the Spirit
The Spirit never takes a man off from Jesus Clagshe grows in grace, but He establishes him in his
confidence in the righteousness of Christ. The @@gnof the Spirit in us is a testimony to the faitht
Jesus is the propitiation for sin. He never leaglsourest upon the work within, but points us alsvay
Jesus. When He works in us mightily, our faith ees even more simple and childlike. We sink in our
own esteem and rise higher in confidence in JéeBus.Holy Spirit could not be supposed to do this if
salvation by faith were an imperfect matter, orgious, or dishonoring to Himself.
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It is by the Spirit that we continue to exercise falotice my text. | will quote it emphatically—
“We through the Spiritvait for the righteousness by faith.” It is not hase of any other influence but
the influence of thé&pirit that we come to rest—and continue to rest and while we rest—for the
hope of the righteousness by faith. The Spirit ofl@orks it all and therefore, He is not in cortfiith
it. It is that which He plants, waters, fosters] dmings to perfection—and He cannot but love idi&u-
lous, then, absurdly ridiculous, is the attempimiake out that the preaching of justification bytHas
derogatory to the ministry and deity of the Holyirgp

Let us draw an inference or two before we closentthis subject, the inference is that whoever has
this hope of righteousness by faith has the Spir@éod. If your hope, beloved, is based upon yaindp
righteous through faith in Jesus Christ, you hasenbborn again and renewed in heart by the Hols Spi
it. Many are puzzled and say, “l wish | knew | itad Spirit.” They fancy that the Spirit of God wdul
cause some singular excitement in them—very diffiefem quiet penitence and humble trust. | have
even known them suppose that it would cause some astounding swoonings, palpitations, and |
know not what besides. The best evidence of youmpgathe Spirit of God is your depending upon
Christ as a little child depends upon its mothdghe@s may bring other evidence to prove that threy a
born from above—Ilet them bring the evidence anthbekful that they can bring it. But if you have no
other evidence but this, “Jesus Christ is my selemce and on Him do | depend,” that is enough. Al
the rest will follow in due course. He that belisvgas the Holy Spirit in himself. He that believes
Him is not condemned.

Draw a second inference. Wherever there is any ¢ibyge, or a hope based upon anything else but
this, the Spirit of God is not present. There mayniuch talk about Him, but the Spirit Himself it no
there, for, “Other foundation can no man lay thiaat twhich is laid, even Jesus Christ the rightéous.
The Spirit will not bear witness to man’s home-bpresumptuous hopes. He bears witness only to the
finished work of Jesus Christ. If you are relyingpu that, you have the Spirit. If you are buildingpn
sacraments, works, orthodoxies, feelings, or angthiut Jesus Christ, you have not the Spirit of ,God
for the Spirit of God never taught a man to plate Hhouse upon such sandy foundations. Beloved
friend, you may, therefore, answer inquiries abwhbat is within, so far as they cause you distrbys,
turning your eyes to Jesus, the Lord, our righteess. “Look unto Me,” says Jesus, “and be you
saved.” Look away from self to God’s appointed ptiapon. On yonder shameful tree hangs all your
trust. Look up to Jesus upon His Father’s throoetiere dwells your hope.

One further thought | want to leave upon every miNdthing should make us speak with bated
breath when we are lifting up Christ crucified befthe eyes of sinful men. There is no doctrinereh
IS no experience, there is no decree of the Fathere is no influence of the Spirit which needs, d
moment, make us hesitate when we are extollind-tind Jesus as an all-sufficient Savior for the very
chief of sinners. | stand here, this morning, tesmly assert before God that | have not a shadoav o
hope of seeing His face with acceptance exceptthath lies in the fact that Jesus Christ came th&o
world to save sinners. In Him | do unfeignedly trand in Him alone. What if | have preached ths-go
pel these 25 years? What if | have brought souldetus, not by the hundreds, but by the thousands
through the divine blessing? What if | have beenrtieans of founding and fostering works of useful-
ness on the right hand and on the left? Trulyhélse things were to be gloried in we might gloriohbe
men. But far from it! We ascribe them all to therd's grace and before His presence we lie in tret.du
We have no hope because of our works. No, nor doshaf hope. We have no reliance upon our grac-
es. No, nor a ghost of a reliance upon them. Jéhust stood in my place. |, a guilty sinner, héaken
shelter by faith which He has given me, beneathwiligs, and | hide myself in Him. There is my hope
and that is the hope of every true believer in &hrere | do know—

“Not what these hands have done

Can save this guilty soul.

Not what this toiling flesh has borne
Can make my spirit whole.

Not what | feel or do

Can give me peace with God.

Not all my prayers, and sighs, and tears,
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Can bear my awful load.

Your work alone, O Christ,

Can ease this weight of sin.

Your blood alone, O Lamb of God,
Can give me peace within.”

Now we preach the same hope to the ungodly. Heat ®bd’s Word says to you. You have broken
His law and deserved His wrath. He might justly sgvgou down to hell, but behold, He addresses you
in tones of divine grace. You have no claim upomHYou have no right to expect mercy at His hands
because of anything in you that could move Himitg. But in the plenitude of His grace, He has set
forth Christ to be a propitiation for our sins. Atite apostle adds, “And not for ours only, but toe
sins of the whole world.” We preach Jesus Chri$d you this morning and say in His own words, “Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall vedd Come to Christ and trust in Him, and you khal
be reconciled to God—

“Your sins shall vanish quite away,

Though black as hell before.

Shall be dissolved beneath the sea

And shall be found no more.”
Whoever you may be and in whatever condition oftygau may be—it doesn’t matter if you have sev-
en devils in you, or if you are as vile as Lucifemself in rebellion against God—if you believetire
great atoning sacrifice, you shall have instantasgmardon and acceptance in the Beloved. O, hdld no
out against such free and boundless love. “God iw&hrist reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them.” “Whoeverdwas in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting
life.” Oh, yield, man. What are your works but sind death? What are your boasted performances, your
virtues, and your excellencies? All rottennesshim gight of the heart-searching God! Quit your gegu
of lies, | pray you. Quit them now, lest the avalaa of divine wrath should overwhelm both you and
your refuges—

“Come, guilty souls, and flee away,

Like doves to Jesus’ wounds.

This is the accepted gospel day,

Wherein free grace abounds.”
Trust His Son Jesus. It is His command to you.theiowords, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you shall be saved,” for, “He that believes anBlagtized shall be saved; but he that believes it s
be damned.” God save us, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Galatians 4, 5:1-6.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—202, 531, 533.
Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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