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“Submit yourselves therefore to God.”
James 4:7.

THIS advice should not need much pressing. “Sulymitrselves to God"—is it not right upon the
very face of it? Is it not wise? Does not consogetat! us that we ought to submit? Does not redsam
witness that it must be best to do so? “Submit gelwes to God.” Should not the creature be subwa@ssi
to the Creator, to whom it owes its existence, autrwhom it had never been, and without whose con-
tinuous good pleasure it would, at once, ceaseefo @ur Creator is infinitely good, and His will is
love—to submit to one who is “too wise to err, [good to be unkind,” should not be difficult! If He
were a tyrant, it might be courageous to resistsince He is a Father, it is ungrateful to rebtd;can-
not do anything which is not perfectly just, nodlile do anything which is inconsistent with thesbe
interests of our race. Therefore to resist Hinoisdntend against one’s own advantage, and likerhe
tamed bullock, to kick against the pricks to oumadwurt! “Submit yourselves to God"—it is what angel
do; it is what kings and prophets have done; whsit the best of men delight in—there is therefowe
dishonor or sorrow in so doing! All nature is subsive to His laws; suns and stars yield to His com-
mands! We shall but be in harmony with the universeillingly bowing to His sway. “Submit your-
selves to God"—you must do it whether you are nglto do so or not. Who can stand out against the
Almighty? For puny man to oppose the Lord is fa thaff to set itself in battle array with the wjirod
for the twig to make war with the flame! As wellght man attempt to turn back the tide of the ocean,
or check the march of the hosts of heaven as dodaswercoming the omnipotent! The eternal God is
irresistible, and any rebellion against His goveentrmust soon end in total defeat. By the moutHisf
servant Isaiah the Lord challenges His enemiesnga$Who would set the briars and thorns against
Me in battle? | would go through them, | would btinem together.” God will be sure to overthrow His
adversaries; He may in His infinite patience perimé rebel to continue for a while in his revoltf las
surely as the Lord lives, He will compel every knedow before Him, and every tongue to confess tha
He is the living God. “Submit yourselves to God.’h@/would do otherwise singetto submit is inju-
rious now, and will be fatal in the end? If we oppdhe Most High, our opposition must lead on to de
feat and destruction, for the adversaries of thedlstall be as the fat of rams—into smoke shaly the
consume away! For the man who strives with his M#kere remains a fearful looking for of judgment,
and the dread reward of everlasting punishment! Witidoe so foolhardy as to provoke such a result?

“Submit yourselves to God” is an eternal which houghtful men is a plain dictate of reason. It
needs few arguments to support it; yet becausaiofamlishness, the text enforces it by a “therefor
with the previous verse—“He resists the proud, dimes grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves
therefore to God"—His wrath and His mercy both &dor submission. We are both driven and drawn
to it. The Romans were known to say of their emphead its motto was to spare the vanquished, but to
war continually against the proud. This sayingap#ts forth the procedure of the Most High; Hesaim
all His arrows at the lofty, and turns the edgélisf sword against the stubborn. But the momentéés s
signs of submission, His pity comes to the front ¢hrough the merits of His Son, His abounding-mer
cy forgives the fault. Is not this an excellents@afor submission? Who can refuse to be vanquibied
love? Who will not say as our hymn puts it—

“Lord, You have won, at length | yield!
My heart, by mighty grace compelled,
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Surrenders all to Thee.
Against Your terrors long | strove,
But who can stall against Your love?
Love conquers even me.”
If resistance will only call forth the omnipotentath of God, but true submission will lead to the o
taining of His plenteous grace, who will continmearms? | shall not tarry to carry the argumenthier,
but aim at once to press home this eternal uporagdBod the Holy Spirit may enable me.
| believe it to be addressed both to saint andesjremd therefore | shall urge it home first uploa t
child of God, and say to all of you who love therd,o*Submit yourselves to God.” And then we shall
take a little longer time to say in deep solemtatyhose who are not reconciled to God by the dehth
His Son, “Submit yourselves to God” if you would $seved.
|. TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD, “Submit yourselves to Godg K4 your God, your Father, your
friend—yield yourselves to Him. What does this ceelrmean? It means first exerctaamility. We do
well to interpret a text by its context. The cortthere is, “God resists the proud, but gives grtaue
the humble,” and therefore the submission here tmast include humility, even if it is not the chie
thing intended. Brothers and sisters let us takeright place before God! And what is that? Ishie t
highest seat in the synagogue? Is it the plackaset who thank God that they are not as other mesh a
| scarcely need reply! You who are the childrerGafd will not dream of occupying such a position! If
by reason of temporary foolishness you ever boash sure my dear friends, when you think it over i
the watches of the night, you are very much ashashgdurselves, and would be glad to eat your own
words. Will a pardoned sinner boast? Will a delitbisovereign grace extol himself? It is horrible!
Nothing can be more out of place than boasting uperips of a child of God. If | heard Balaam’sas
speak, | should impute it to a miracle that it ddouse the language of man, but that a man of God
should use the braying of vanity is a miracle aaothay—not of God, but of Satan! Is it not onelod t
fundamental Truths of our faith that we are savgdylace? And what says the Apostle? “Where is
boasting, then? It is excluded.” The word “excludettans shut out. Boasting comes to the door; it
knocks; it pleads for admission but itagcluded Possibly through our unwatchfulness it gains a mo
mentary entrance, but as soon as ever the gragedfvithin us ascertains that the intruder is witbur
gates, it ejects him, shuts the door in his fand, lzars him out! And in answer to the question, &¢h
is boasting, then?” Free grace replies, “It is eded by the law of grace.” If all the good we h&as
been given to us freely by divine favor, in what eg glory? If we possess the highest degree at-spi
uality—if our life is perfectly clear from any opédault, and if our hearts are wholly consecratetht®
Lord, yet we are unprofitable servants, we haveedom more than it was our duty to have done. But
alas, we fall far short of this, for we have nondowhat it was our duty to have done, and in many
things we fail and come short of the Glory of Gdde right position of a Christian is to walk withw-
ly humility before God, and with meekness towartsfallow Christians. The lowest room becomes us
most, and the lowest seat in that room.
Look at Paul, who knew far more of Christ than we @hd who served Him far better! It is edifying
to notice his expressions; he is an Apostle anditidy no means allow anyone to question his oglli
for he has received it from the Lord. But what dbessay? “Not meet to be called an Apostle.” What
can be lower than this? But we shall see him dekogrfar below it! He takes his place among the or-
dinary saints, and he will not give up his claimb® numbered with them, for he has made his calling
and election sure. But where does he sit amongebple of God? He styles himself, “less than tlastle
of all saints.” That is no small a descent frompt‘meet to be called an Apostle,” to, “less thaa ldast
of all saints” But he went lower, for at anothané he confessed himself to be still a sinner, com-
ing into the assembly of sinners, where does he lék position? He writes himself down as, “theethi
of sinners.” This is submission to God, the trueesuder of every proud pretension or conceitechdlali
If, my brothers, the Lord has called us to be nénss let us always feel that we are not worthypof
great a grace. Since He has made us saints, teinfisss that the very least of our brothers is negre
teemed by us than we dare to esteem ourselvesisitued we know that we are sinners, let us look at
our sins under that aspect which most reveals tteirousness, for in some respects, and undelircerta
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lights there are evils in our character which mageuiltier than the rest of our fellow sinnerseT ool

of repentance, and the foot of the cross are tharite positions of instructed Christians. Such Hiiyn

is not at all inconsistent with believing that we aaved, nor with the fullest assurance of faith, not

at all inconsistent with the nearest familiaritythwviod! Listen to Abraham—"I have taken upon me to
speak unto the Lord; | that am but dust and ashés Has drawn very near to the Lord, and speaks wit
Him as a man speaks with his friend, and yet hg,sdyam but dust and ashes.” His boldness did not
destroy his humbleness; nor did his sense of ngtieiss hinder his near approach to the Lord. My dear
brothers and sisters, we know that in Christ we ameepted; we know that we are dear to God, and
loved with His everlasting love; we know that Heatgeour prayers, and answers us continually, and we
know that we walk in the light of His countenanBeit still our posture should always be that of deep
humiliation before the Lord. In the attitude of qolete submission we should sit at the Master’s, feet
and say, “By the grace of God | am what | am.” Mlag Holy Spirit work this gracious submission in
every regenerated soul!

Let us next observe that our text bears a secorahimgz namely, that cdubmission to the divine
will. That, of course, would strike you in the wordioigthe verse—“Submit yourselves therefore to
God.” Beloved Christian friends, be willing to aptevhatever God appoints! Let us each pray to be—

“Simple, teachable, and mild,

Made into a little child;

Pleased with all the Lord provides,

Weaned from the entire world besides.”
Is it, indeed, so with us? Are you not, some of,yaery far from it? Are you quite sure that you are
submissive to the divine Will as to your rank ircigby? Have you accepted your position in the sofle
worldly wealth? Are you satisfied to be sickly, obee, or of little ability? Are you content with Gs
appointments? Too many professors are quarrellitig @od that they are not other than they are. This
is evil, and shows that pride is still in our heafor were we conscious of our own wickedness, we
would know that anything short of Hell is more thaa deserve! As long as we are not in the pit of to
ment, gratitude becomes us! It is a happy thingnathe mind is brought to submit to all the chastise
ments of God, and to acquiesce in all the trial$isf providence. Knowing, as we do, that all these
things work together for our good, and that we nearedure a smart more than our heavenly Father
knows is necessary, we are bound to submit ourseleerfully to all that He appoints! Though naltri
for the present is joyous, but grievous, yet owghtto resign ourselves to it because of its resklen
the beasts of the field may teach us this! | réedather day of an elephant which had lost itstsigh
was brought to the surgeon, and he placed somerfpdwabstance upon the eyes which caused it great
pain, and of course the huge creature was verlessstiuring the operation. After a while it begarsé¢e
a little, and when it was brought the next daythi® surgeon, it was as docile as a lamb, for demtly
perceived that benefit had resulted from the paiapplication! If such a creature has enough intell
gence to perceive the benefit, and to accept time paw much more should we! Since we know that we
owe infinite blessings to the rod of the covenavd, ought to be willing to bare our own back to the
scourge, and let the Lord do as He wills with uss)Yl go beyond this; even if we dibt know that
good would come of it, we ought to submit becatisethe Lord’s will, for He has a right to do what
er He wills with us! Can you agree with this? Aswe child, can you make a complete surrender tw yo
Father’s good pleasure? If not, you have not fagarned the mind of Christ.

It is a great thing to have the soul entirely subedito God about everything so that we never wish
to have anything in providence other than God wdade it to be, nor desire to have anything in His
Word altered. Not one ordinance of the church ofl Gmt one doctrine of revelation, not one eteanal
warning other than it is! We shall never be at tidlstve come to this; it is essential to our hapgss to
say at all times, “Nevertheless, not as | will batYou will.” Brothers and sisters, ought it nob® so?
Who ought to rule in the house but the Father? tnauld govern in the body but the Head? Who
should lead the flock but the Shepherd? We owe wchnto Jesus, and so entirely belong to Him, that
even were it put to the vote, all of us would giwe suffrages so that the Lord Jesus should be Hedd
Chief among us! Is He not the First-Born among miargthren? Submit, then, my brothers and sisters!
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Beseech the Holy Spirit to mold your wills to comigl subjection; you will never be happy till self i
dethroned! | know some of God’s children who aregieat trouble only because they will not yield to
the divine will. I met with one, | believe a gooster, who said she could not forgive God for tgkin
away her mother; and another friend said he coatdsee God to be a good God, for He had made him
suffer such terrible afflictions. Their furnace whsated seven times hotter by the fuel of rebellion
which they threw into it! So long as we blame tleed, and challenge His rights, our self-torturedasi
will be tossed to and fro! No father can let hiy Ilbend his little fist in defiance, and yet treaatt child
with the same love and fondness as his other @mldiho submit themselves to him! You cannot enjoy
your heavenly Father’'s smile, my dear brother stesj till you cease from being in opposition torti
and yield the point in debate, for He has said ifnae walk contrary to Him, He will walk contraty

us! It will be wise for you to cry, “My Father, mgyil spirit has rebelled against You; my wicked tthea
has dared to question You; but | cease from it nogt!it be even as You will, for | know that You do
right.” So the text means first humility, and th&rbmission to the Lord’s will. Lord, teach us both!

It means, alsopbedienceDo not passively lie back and yield to the neitiessof the position, but
gird up the loins of your mind, and manifest a viéuy and active submission to your great Lord. The
position of a Christian should be that of a soldiewhom the centurion said, “Go,” and he goes; laad
says, “Do this,” and he does it! It is not ourgjteestion—that were to become masters. But ousstd i
obey without questioning, even as soldiers do. Ss&ion to our Lord and Savior will be manifested by
ready obedience. Delays are essentially insubaidimg and neglects are a form of rebellion. | fisat
there are some Christians whose disobedience tgt@hia proof of their pride. It may be said thay
do not know such-and-such a duty to be incumbeaoh Wpem; yes, but there is a proud ignorance which
does notareto know—a pride which despises the commandmentiseoford, and counts them nones-
sential and unimportant! Can such scorn be jubtéfa Is that a right temper for the Lord’s serviant
indulge? Can any point in our Lord’s Will be uninmamt to us? Can the wish of a dear friend beativi
to those who love him? Has Jesus said, “If you IMe keep My commandments,” and shall | treat
them as matters of no importance? No, my Lord,ware the lifting of a stone from the road; ifnere
the moving of a dead leaf, or the brushing awag obbweb; if You ordain it, then it becomes impotta
straightway—important to my loving allegiance thatay, by my prompt obedience, show how fully |
submit myself to You! Love is often more seen fitldithings than in great things. You may have in
your house a servant who is indifferent, and yet wfil perform all the necessary operations of the
household. But the loving child attends to thedlittetails which make up the comfort of life, amd the
tests of affection. Let your love be shown by ddiikie obedience which strives to do the entire Mas
ter's will in all points.

| am afraid there are some who do not obey the éldmstcause they are proud enough to think that
they know better than He does! Theaggethe Lord’s will instead obbeyingit. Are you a judge of the
law, my brother? Are you to sit on the judgmentt,saad say of this or that statute of the law, Tis
not important,” or, “That may be set aside withany loss to me”? This is not according to the nohd
Christ who did His Father’s will, and asked no digs! When next you pray, “Your will be done in
earth, even as it is in heaven,” remember how teethat will before the throne of God, without hasi
tion, demur, or debate—being wholly subservienétery wish of the Most High. Thus, dear brethren,
“Submit yourselves to God.”

The expression, however, is not well worked outssll add another explanation, and perhaps even
then | have not brought out its meaning fully: “8ubyourselves to God” byielding your hearts to the
motions of the divine Spirihy being impressible, sensitive, and easily afi@ciThe Spirit of God has
hard work with many Christians to lead them in tiiglat way. They are as the horse and the mule which
have no understanding, whose mouth must be heldtinbit and bridle. There is the stout oak in the
forest, and a hurricane howls through it, and itos moved, but the rush by the river yields tofaiat-
est breath of the gale. Now, though in many thiyms should be as the oak, and not as the rushn yet
this thing be as the bulrush, and be moved by thetskglioreathing of the Spirit of God! The photogra-
pher’s plates are rendered sensitive by a pequi@ress; you may take another sheet of glass, amnd y
friend shall stand before it as long as ever heslikand there will be no impression produced; adtle
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none which will be visible to the eye. But thensitiveplate will reveal every little wrinkle of the face
and perpetuate every hair of the head! Oh, to hdered sensitive by the Spirit of God! We can be
made so by submitting ourselves entirely to Hid.\sl there not a promise to that effect?—"| wike
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | gille you a heart of flesh.”

Sometimes the Spirit of God whispers to you, “Retw pray.” At such times enter your closet at
once! Remember how David said, “When you said umo Seek you My face, my heart said unto You,
Your face, Lord, will | seek.” The Spirit of God lWsometimes impel you to a duty which involvesfsel
denial, which will take up much of your leisuredanill bring you no very great honor as a reward. B
not disobedient to His call, but go about your wepeedily! Say with the Psalmist, “I made haste and
delayed not to keep Your commandments.” The Switlf at times, urge us to deep repentance on ac-
count of faults in which we have been living. Hdlwebuke us for some ugly temper which we have
indulged, or for some hard word which we have spakgainst a brother, or because of the worldliness
of mind into which we have fallen. Oh, brothers a@gters, bestir yourself at such times, and examin
and purge your soul! Let a hint from the Holy Spiieé enough for you! As the eyes of the handmaiden
are towards her mistress, so let your eyes beuo lyord; the handmaid does not require the misti@ss
speak; it will often happen when she is waitingaditie, and there are friends; the mistress nogsitsr
her finger up, and that is enough. She does nbbagl“Mary, do this or that,” or speak to her tthya
dozen times, as the Lord has to do to us! But &suifices. So it ought to be with us. Half a wdémim
the divine Spirit—the very gentlest motion from Hshould be enough guidance, and straightway we
should be ready to do His bidding. In this mattés not so much youactivity as yoursubmissioro the
Holy Spirit which is needed; it is not so much younning as youwilling to be drawn by Him! There
is to be aractivity in religion—we are to wrestle and to fight, budesiby side with that we are to yield
ourselves to the Spirit's impulse—for it is He thadrks in us to will and to do of His own good Hea
ure! He strives in us mightily, and if we will brgsign ourselves, and no longer be obstacles irdHis
vine way, He will carry us to greater heights cdigg, and create in us more fully fileeness of Christ
“Submit yourselves to God.” Learn the sweetnesljiofy passive in His hands, knowing no will but
His! Learn the blessedness of giving yourselvegnipely to His divine sway, for in so doing youllwi
enter into heaven below!

II. Now we come to that part of our discourse in wheghmust earnestly pray God the Holy Spirit
to help us doubly. | desire now to address mys@®lfTHOSE WHO ARE NOT SAVED, but have some
desire to be so. | am thankful to God that themukhbe even the faintest wish of the kind; mayrdaw
at once into an impetuous longing, yes, may thagilog be fulfilled this very morning, and may yoo ¢
out of this house saved! You tell me that you ha@en anxious about your soul for some time, buehav
made no headway. You have been putting forth griatts; you have been very diligent in attending
the means of grace, in searching the Scripturesjraprivate prayer, but you cannot get on. It ésyw
possible, my dear friend, that the reason is thistyou have not submitted yourself to God! You are
trying to do when the best thing would be to cease from yofjraetl drop into the hands of the Savior
who is able to save you though you cannot savesgtfuiFor a proud heart, the very hardest thintpis
submit. Do you find it so? “No surrender” is thaldborn sinner’'s motto! | have known men who would
give their bodies to be burned sooner than yielGaodl; their high stomach has stood out long against
the Most High, and they have been little Pharadhihé Lord has brought them to their senses. “Mus
yield; must | bow at His feet?"—they could not subto such humiliation! If the gospel had tolerated
their pride, and given them a little credit, theguld have rejoiced in it, but to be tumbled in thest,
and made to confess their own nothingness, theldamat bear. “Submit” is wormwood and gall to
haughty sinners! Yet they must drink the cup or. &lear, then, you stout-hearted! You can never be
saved unless you submit! And when you are savesl pbthe main points in your salvation will be that
you have submitted! | desire to whisper one littleh of God in your ear, and | pray that it magrde
you—You are submitting even nowbu say, “Not I. | am lord of myself!” | know yothink so, but all
the while you are submitting to tlievil! The verse before us hints at this. “Submit yoweseto God;
resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” If y@lo not submit to God, you witleverresist the devil—
and you will remain constantly under his tyrannipaiver! Which shall be your master, God or devil,
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for one of these must? No man is without a mastane power or other is paramount within us, either
good or evil is supreme in our hearts. And if wdl wot be mastered by the good, the evil has ajread
gained the sway!

“How then am | to submit?” one askg,0 what shall | submit, and in what respects@ell, first
submit yourself, if you would be saved, to the Wofdsod. Believe it to be true! Believing it to bee,
yield to its force! Does it accuse you? Confessatt@isation! Does it condemn you? Plead guilty!'€Doe
it hold out hope to you? Grasp it! Does it commgad? Obey it! Does it guide you? Follow it! Does it
cheer you? Believe it! Submit yourself to Him wimothis blessed book proclaims Himself the Savior of
all such as will throw down the weapons of thelyaldon, and end their futile war by relying upomsH
power to save them!

Yield, next, to your conscience. You have quarrelgti your conscience and your conscience with
you. It persists in speaking and you desire itdabiet. After dissipation, in the lull which comafser a
storm of evil pleasure, a voice is heard asking,this right? Is this safe? Will this last? Whatl iwhe
end of this be? Would it not be better to seek sbetter and nobler thing than this?” God speaksnoft
to men through the still small voice of conscier@pen your ears then, and listen! Your conscieace ¢
do you no harm! It may disturb you, but it is willbe disturbed when peace leads on to death! e wa
a fool who killed the watch dog because it alarrhegd when thieves were breaking into his house! If
conscience upbraids you, feel its upbraiding anedhes rebuke; it is your best friend! Faithful at®
friendly wounds, but the kisses of a flatteringregeare deceitful.

God also sends many messengers. To some of yoasdgeht the most tender of monitors. Listen to
their admonitions, and regard their kind warnirfgs,they mean good to your souls. Is it hard, Qd;hi
is it difficult to submit when the message comesabyother’s loving lips? Is it difficult to submithen
her tears wet each word she speaks? It must haredificult for some of you, in your young days, t
stand out against a mother’s entreaties when shemy pointed you to heaven, but led the way—not
only spoke of Jesus, but reflected His love indegly walk and conversation! You have a sister,ngu
man, whom you love and respect; you could hardiyntev much an object of admiration she is to you.
Now, that letter of hers which you turned into kg®@ You did feel it, after all, didn’t you? Yield its
pathetic pleading! Yield to its tender entreatiB&€member, God has other messengers whom He will
send if these loving ones do not suffice; He walbs send you a sterner summons; if you listen mot t
the gentle words of the still, small voice, He camd to you by the rougher messengers of disease an
death! Be not so foolish as to provoke Him to db so

Moreover, submit yourselves to God since He habgpr already sent His messengers in sterner
shapes to you. It was but a few days ago that gsuylour old friend; many a merry day you had spent
together, and many a jovial night, too. He was agp#y in as good health as you, but he was struck
down, and you have followed him to the tomb. Is¢heo voice from that new grave to you? Do you
think your friend in his sudden end was a warnmgdu to be ready for the same departure? You have
also suffered from symptoms of sickness; perhapshave actually been sick, and been made to lie
where your only prospect was eternity—a dread &yerhow surely yours! You trembled to gaze into
it, but the very tones of the surgeon’s voice calfegeyou to do so; you feared that you would have t
leave this body, and you could not help sayingdorgelf, “To where shall | fly? Where will my naked
spirit go when once it leaves the warm precinctth@ house of clay?” It is not my business ondkten
as much as it is yours—but | charge you, hear thieevof these providences! Listen to these solemn
calls! The angel of death has stood at your bedsmdkepointed to you, and said, “Young man, it is th
fever this time, and you may recover, but the riemé you will never rise from the bed on which you
lie.” Or, “You have now been rescued from a drehdéeident, but the next time there will be no geca
for you. Because | will do this, prepare to meairyGod.”

Above all, | pray you submit yourselves if you amnscious of such things as the whispers of God’s
Holy Spirit. God’s Holy Spirit does not strive witvery man alike; some have so grieved Him that He
has ceased to strive with them, or does so vergsiacally, and then they so resist His striving thay
are never very long continued! The worst man tivasl has his better moments; the most careless has
some serious thoughts. There are lucid intervahénmadness of carnal pleasure; at such times men
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hear what they call, “their better selves.” It axrdily so. | prefer to call it the general reprovmfgGod’s
Spirit in their souls! He says to them, “Is thight? Is this wise, this trifling, this time-killindghis de-
praving of the soul by allowing the bodily appetite rule; this lowering of the man to the leveltloé
brute, can this be right? Is there no eternitythése no immortality, no God, no judgment to come?”
The Holy Spirit sometimes opens the man’s eyesjeadid the eyes of Balaam, and makes him see the
certainty of the judgment day, and the nearnestsapproach. The man is led to anticipate the trum
pet’s sound which heralds the assize, the comitgeofudge upon His great white throne, the gatgeri

of the multitudes of the quick and the dead, thenapy of the books, the dividing of the throng, the
driving away of the goats to their everlasting ghiment, and the reception of the righteous to #eir
erlasting joy! Oh, when you are made to feel al,thpray you submit yourself to it! It costs somen

a great deal of trouble to be damned! And a man blasphemes and talks infidelity merely does so to
conceal his inward struggles! Like the boy who whsas he goes through the churchyard to keep his
courage up, they talk blasphemy to divert theirdrfirom its own fears. He who is most fierce in the
utterance of his disbelief is not the greatestealislier; when the heathen offered children to MbJoc
they beat their drums to drown the cries of thdiwis, and even so these men make a great noise to
drown the voice of conscience! The man knows hetted | charge him to let that better knowledge
come to the front and lead him to his God and Fathwill be a blessed thing for him if it shalebAnd

so even this day, “Submit yourselves to God.”

If you ask me again,lfi what respect am | to submit my8&lt answer as briefly as | can. First,
submit yourself by confessing your sin. Do not brait out, and say, “I have not sinned.” You wig
er be pardoned while that is the case! “He thatfegs®s his sin shall find God’s mercy.” Sinners,
choose between one of two things—judge yourselfeojudged of God! If you will judge yourself, and
put in a plea of guilty, then will the great Judgant you forgiveness! Condemn yourself, and yallsh
not be condemned! Confess the indictment to be toudrue it is, and to deny it is to seal youodd

Next, honor the law which condemns you; do not @egee in picking holes in it, and saying that it
is too severe, and requires too much of a poabfaltreature. The law is holy, just, and good. yruir
lips down and kiss it, though it condemns you, aag, “Though it charges me with guilt, and convicts
me of deadly sin, yet it is a good law, and ougitttn be altered, even to save me.”

Next, admit the justice of the penalty. Your simhidemn you to hell! Do not say, “God is too se-
vere; this is a punishment disproportionate todfiense.” You will never be pardoned if you think s
but God will be justified in your condemnation; thede of your heart will be a swift witness agains
you! Confess with your heart, “If my soul were sémtHell it is no more than | deserve.” When you
have confessed the guilt, and honored the lawaakdowledged the justice of the penalty, then yeu a
nearing the position in which God can be mercibuyou!

Submit yourself, sinner—I pray you donbw—submit yourself to God as your king! Throw down
your weapons! Lower your crest, and cast away tmobes of pride! Surrender unconditionally, and
say, “Lord God, | now acknowledge You to be kingh Mnger like stout-hearted Pharaoh will | ask,
‘Who is the Lord that | should obey His voice?’ Bike one brought to his senses, | yield as reaswh
grace suggest.” It will go well with you when yowake a full capitulation, and an unconditional sofre
der. Fling wide the gates of the city of Mansould admit the prince Emanuel to rule as sole sogerei
in every street in the city! Dispute no longer His/ereignty, but pray to be made a loyal subjdude
ent in all things. You shall find grace in the gdighthe Lord if you will do this.

Furthermore, submit yourself to God’s way of sawg. Now God’s way of saving you is biis
grace,not by your meritslt is by the blood of Jesus, not by your tears amiflerings. He will justify
you by your simply trusting Jesus. But your prowar does not admire the Lord’s way of salvation;
you stand up and say, “How is this consistent wmitbrality?” As if you were the guardian of morality;
as if the King of heaven and earth could not takee ©f the moralities without assistance from you!
Who are you to be all of a sudden the champion afafity? How dare you dream that the thrice Holy
God will not take care of that? He bids you trust Hon, Jesus! Will you do so or not? If you wiitn
there is no hope for you; if you will, you are sdthe moment that you believe—saved from the @dilt
sin by trusting Jesus!
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You must also surrender yourself at discretion t® fdethod of operating upon you. One says, ‘I
would believe in Jesus, sir, if | felt the horrardaterror which some have experienced on account of
sin.” What? Do you demand of God that He shouldydgi@u through horrors and terrors before you will
believe? Submit yourself to be saved in a gentlay!WBut | read of one,” says another, “who had a
dream! | would believe if I, too, saw a vision.” BluGod give you dreams? Must He play lackey to you
and save you iyour way?He tells you plainly, “If you believe on the Lodgsus Christ you shall be
saved.” Will you believe or not? For if you do nogither dreams, nor visions, nor terrors, nor aay
thing else save you! There is God’s way, sinnaask you—and perhaps your answer will settle your
fate forever—will you follow that way or not? If yowill not, you have chosen your own destruction!
But if you will have it, and will submit yourselbtbe saved by believing in Jesus Christ, it is wth
you! | know there are some in this place who feeldy to burst, for their broken hearts are sayihg,
yield at once; oh, if He would but save me.” Howadyl am to hear you say so, for, “He gives grace to
the humble.” | remember the time when | stood ametldo God, “O God, if | must lie on a sick bell ti
| die, | care not if You will but have mercy on mé!You will but conquer my proud will, and make a
new man of me, You may do whatever You please migh Only save me from the guilt, the power of
sin!” It was when the Lord brought me dowrerethat He enabled me to see life and salvation susle
Christ! And if He has brought you down to that gpsinner, then you have nothing to do but simply
trust the Lord Jesus Christ, and you are assualgd! When He brings you to submit, He has given
you His grace; submission to His divine will is tb&sence of salvation. Now, who will yield? Wholwil
yield at once? The Master has come among us! Thg Kimself is here; your Maker, your Redeemer!
See the marks of His wounds! See the scars onatidd) and feet, and side! He asks of you, “Will you
yield to Me? Will you throw down your weapons? Wjitu end the war? Will you surrender at discre-
tion?” If so, He gives you His hand, and says, ‘i@peace. There is peace between Me and you.” Kiss
the Son lest He be angry and you perish from thg waile His wrath is kindled but a little. | praye
the Lord to give me many souls, and | believe lidiave them this morning! | feel sure of it! Grane
this favor—if you submit yourselves to Christ, tae hear of it, and do not delay to unite yourselves
with those who rejoice to be led in triumph asdhgptives of His grace!
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