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“Until the time that His word came: the word of thieord tried him.”
Psalm 105:19.

JOSEPH was altogether an extraordinary person;dsawoung man of great personal beauty, and
he exhibited also a lovely character, full of gendss, kindness, and truth. The grace of God had ma
him as beautiful in mind as nature had made hindbame in person; he was also exceedingly thought-
ful; perhaps at first rather more thoughtful thativee, so that his brothers, not only because ltesean
two remarkable visions, but probably because ofchistemplative habits, said of him, “Behold, this
dreamer comes.” He was the swan in the duck’s méstsuperior genius and character separated him
from the rest of the family, and none of them cawhdlerstand him; he was, therefore, the objedteaif t
envy and hatred so that they even proposed to muie and ultimately sold him for a slave. He was
destined, however, for a nobler lot than theirsytvere to feed their flocks, but he was ordaimefiéd
the world! They were to rule their own families tie to govern the most ancient of empires! Froen th
very beginning his supremacy in Israel had beeetdtdl by a double dream. Their sheaves were seen to
pay homage to his sheaf, while the sun and mooriarsiars also made obeisance to him. This was the
light which shone upon Joseph’s early days, the dftprophecy which afterwards gilded his darkest
moments, and cheered him on while he endured t@&dthicYou may rest assured, brothers and sisters,
that wherever God gives extraordinary gifts or gea@nd appoints an extraordinary career, He also a
points unusual trials. There is a verse—I think i€owper's—which says that—

“The path of sorrow, and that path alone,
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown.”

To eminence of any desirable kind there is nolroyad, but we must wade through tribulation to it.
For Joseph to become Prime Minister of Egypt thb {zy through the prison house—to all true honors
the road is difficult. Expect, then, dear frienfdisod gifts you, or if He graces you, that He irderotry
you! Such a reflection will tone down your exultatj and prevent its degenerating into pride, amdllit
aid you to gird up the loins of your mind, and stam all sobrieties, prepared for that which awgis.
Look upon talents, graces, and high hopes of erhumfulness as signs of inevitable tribulationndd
congratulate yourself and sing, “Soul, take yowse¢a’ou are happy in possessing such special"gifts,
but prepare to do the lifework to which you ardexhl You are favored of the Lord, but do not look f
the happiness of ease, carnal enjoyment, and happgroval, for “Blessed is the man that endures
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall recehe crown of life, which the Lord has promisedhern
that love Him.”

Joseph’s worst trial happened to him when he wessael of attempting a foul assault upon his mis-
tress; who would not writhe under so horrible arge@ When he was put in prison, and his feet were
made fast with fetters, he became exceedingly teallso that the iron surrounded bmsul How long
he was in “durance vile” as a chained prisoner,daenot know, but it must have been a considerable
period. And during those dreary months, thoughtsisffather and his fond love, memories of his true
brothers and reflections upon his sad lot must haenly wounded him. He was pained to remember
how much his character had suffered from a womard$icious lies, and most of all, how much blas-
phemy the heathen had poured upon the name of umin he had represented in the house of Poti-
phar. Do you wonder that the iron entered intoshisl?

The word of the Lord tried him very severely. Alanedarkness in an uncomfortable cell, his limbs
fretted with chains, no one to speak to him, eveeyoondemning him as guilty of the basest treachery
towards the man who had made him his confidentidlfavored servant, he found himself regarded as
the offscouring of all things, and the object aficule to all who were about him. “The archers Bore
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grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him.” Blgssed be God, his bow abode in strength, and he
overcame at the last!

This morning we will commune together upon theldrizt Joseph, and our own afflictions. Our first
reflections shall be spent uptime importance of trialsecondly, we will considdghe peculiarity of the
believer’s trial,for “the word of the Lord tried him”; and thirdlyye will observethe continuance and
the conclusion of the triak*until the time that His word came.” May the eu#essed Spirit direct our
meditations!

l. First, let us dwell upon THE IMPORTANCE OF TRIALh& Lord might easily have taken every
one of us home to heaven the moment we were cawveliertainly His omnipotence was equal to the
task of our immediate perfect sanctification; i ttying thief was rendered fit to be in paradisegsame
day on which he believed, so might each one ofave lbeen made ready to enter heaven. But it has not
so pleased God; we doubt not that there are mybaflsre the eternal throne who have reached the
abode of bliss without treading the winepress tifctibn—

“Babes there caught from womb and breast,

Claim right to sing above the rest;

Because they found the happy shore,

They never saw nor sought before.”
Theirs is a victory for which they never foughteyhwear a crown though they never bore a cross; to
sovereign grace these blessed ones will never teasribe their bliss, but as for those of us Ww®
to riper years, it will be written concerning afl ws as of others who have gone before, “Thesé¢hane
who came out of great tribulation, and have wagheut robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.” But why is it so appointed? Is this disangiof any use to us? The word here used is irf dsel
light upon the question, “The word of the Lasisayedcim”—that would be the correct translation. The
word of the Lordassayedloseph as gold is assayed—it is a term best unddrat the mint, and among
refiners. Trial in the Christian church is the Lardefining pot which is never off the fire; it h#ss ex-
cellent effect that it separates the precious ftbewile; as long as the church exists | supposensh
have traitors among her number, for if Judas ir@dudnder the watchful eye of the Chief Shepherd, we
may be pretty sure that many a Judas will eluddahéess watchful eyes of the minor shepherds. Be-
cause trial and persecution test men’s professitiey, are used as the winnowing fan in the Lord’s
hand, as it is written, “He will thoroughly purgasHfloor.” In persecution, the mere professors, the
camp-followers and hangers-on, soon flee awaytHey have no heart for true religion when the pro-
fession of it involves a cross! They could walkw@esus in silver slippers, but they cannot trawiti
Him when His bleeding feet go barefoot over theldisrrough ways! So they depart, every man to his
own, and we may say of them, “They went out fromlug they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would no doubt have continued with us:thay went out, that they might be made manifest
that they were not all of us.” So that trial asesnpanent institution is of much service to the chun
promoting her purity, and we are bound to praigelibrd whose fire is in Zion, and His furnace inuwle
salem.

A similar process goes on in the individual soub. Ghristian is all that he thinks he is—our purest
gold is alloyed; we have none of us as much fasthva impute to ourselves, nor as much patience, or
humility, or meekness, or love to God, or love terthSpurious coin swells our apparent wealth; it is
amazing how rich and increased in goods we aréhgllLord deals with us by a trial—and then fuH of
ten we discover that we are naked, poor and mikerakthe very respects in which we boasted our-
selves! Oh, man, if you are a child of God, you lde a house which He is building with gold, silyve
and precious stones; but by reason of your oldreatau are mixing up with the divine material much
of your own wood, hay, and stubble, and therefbeefire is made to rage around you to burn out this
injurious stuff which mars the whole fabric! If tholy Spirit is pleased to bless your afflictiomsyou,
then will you be daily led to put away the matexiaf the old nature with deep abhorrence and repent
ance, and thus shall the true world which He hal$ bpon the sure foundation stand in its true lgau
and you shall be built for eternity!

Every good man is not only tested by trial, buthis better for it. To the evil man, affliction bgs
evil; he rebels against the Lord, and like Pharaishheart is hardened. But to the Christian itdedyto
be afflicted, for when sanctified by the Spiritiatris a means of instruction to him second to none
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value. The rod of God teaches us more than aNdhees of His ministers; when the Christian hasnbee
passed through the fire, the assaying, by remaviagiross, adds a new luster to the gold. Brotheds
sisters, you are not what you shall be, nor canb@what you shall be except through a measune-of t
al. Child, it is necessary for you to feel the wetigf your Father’s hand, or you will never behgoer-
self as a man; you must see His face veiled witvifis, and hear His voice in harshness chiding gou f
your transgressions, otherwise you will alwaysiretae follies of childhood. Our chastisements aue
promotions; they are privileges more precious tthenrights of princes! “It is good for me that Mea
been afflicted.” Joseph could say this, and alllitbed’s Josephs either acknowledge it now, or halve

to admit it hereafter.

Let us look a little more closely and we shall tes trial did much for Joseph. Firgtcorrected the
juvenile errors of the pasEar be it from me to find any fault with so adatite a youthful character, but
it was youthful and needed maturing. As a simpledeel, trustful child, he certainly told his dreams
quite as freely as it was not wise to have donehds he thought that his brothers and his fatleedav
have been as gratified as he was, but even hisrfatbuked him, and his brothers were indignarnié¢o
last degree! It was natural that a boy of 17 shd@gleased with the thought of power and eminence,
but such a feeling might have gendered evil, aedefore it needed to be toned down, and its eager e
pression kept within bounds. We find Joseph molfepessessed and more reticent, by-and-by, and we
read in later life that he restrained himsel—y@Ben the strongest passions were at work within, him
and his own brother, Benjamin, was before him, d&iiced his feelings to the dictates of prudence.
We see no more boyish exultation, no more tellihgis dreams; in quietness and confidence he found
his strength. This he no doubt learned amid theoa@r of his prison house.

He was perhaps in his early days, too much in gytiarrealize the promised blessing; he would see
the sheaves do obeisance to his sheaf at onces tmhiind his brothers were as yet but green catn an
the harvest had not come. He thought the dreambeiag realized, no doubt, when that princely gar-
ment his father gave him, was put upon him, andégan in some measure to exercise the dignity
which the Lord had promised him by reporting histbers to his father. | do not condemn this action,
but it no doubt made his brothers feel that he tmak much upon himself since they were, many of
them, old enough to have been his father, and tiaglyfamilies of their own! At any rate, he had not
then learned as he had to learn afterwards, ddfthgieary years, that visions tarry, and that wetmus
wait for them, since the promise is neither foraypaor for tomorrow, but abides until it reachgqsefi
ness. God promises us great things which we seaspét, and therefore we must with patience, wait
for them; we must not put on the coat of many l@t, nor be hasty to rebuke our elder brothers, f
we are not yet set on high by the hand of the Ldodeph had his royal coat in due time, and hehead
fullest conceivable opportunity for reproving hiothers when in later days they went down into Egyp
to buy corn, and their hearts smote them for alwhong that they had done to him. In prison Joseph
learned to wait. | do not know a harder or moraighle lesson. It is worthwhile to suffer slanderd o
feel the fret of fetters to acquire the patiencecWlsits still, and knows that Jehovah is God! dioyt a
while, and not to pluck our fruit while it is yeteen and sour—this is rare wisdom! To be instrutbed
leave the time as well as the form of the blesgintpe hands of God is to have been to school thith
best result!

Joseph also learned in his trial much that was doogresentuse. For instance he found by sweet
experience that the divine presence can cheeryghane. If he had always been at home with his fa-
ther, always his father’s darling, he would havewn that the love of God is sweet to a favored gput
but no one would have been astonished at that! Batan would have said, “Well may he rejoice in
You, O Lord. Have You not set a hedge about himahthat he has?” But he learned that God could
be with him when he was sold for the price of asjahat He could be with him when led as a captive
across the desert when he walked wearily by theetarside with the Ishmaelites; he was blessed with
His presence as He was with him in the slave n@afind him a master who might appreciate him; He
was with him when he became a servant in the hdaysklessing him, prospering him, and causing him
to find favor in the eyes of his master till he e overseer of all that Potiphar had! And thest bé
all, though some would say worst of all, he leartteat God could be with him in a dungeon! He could
not have known that if he had stayed at home; hsthe brought into the thick darkness, that the
brightness of the divine presence might be the ridheseen! There is nothing in this world as dal-
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ful as the light of God’s countenance when all abis dark. You may tell me that the presence of Je
sus is glorious upon Tabor’s glorious mount, amdll not contradict you, though | have realized the
poet’s words—

“At the too transporting light

Darkness rushes over my sight.”
But give me the soft subdued light of God’s lovadversity; Christ on the stormy waters for me;i§thr
in the midst of the furnace with His persecutedspmever does the Lord’s love taste as sweet as whe
the entire world is wormwood and gall! See how rtin@her presses her dear babe to her bosom when it
is sick, or has had a bone broken; the little oag nun about the house at other times, and theanath
pleased with it and loves it, but if you want t@ a8 her tenderness; if you would read all her hear, y
should see her when it scarcely breathes, whefesing that every moment will be its last. Thka en-
tire mother is revealed! How she fondles it, and whsitose of sweet words she brings forth! So if you
would see all of God, you must know what deepsailile mean, for then the great heart, the glorious
infinite love comes welling over, and the souliledél with all the fullness of God! It was worthwéj |
say, for Joseph to be falsely accused, and toithénlarons to learrexperimentallythe supporting Power
of the heavenly Father’s smile.

There, too, Joseph learned that temporal thingsat to be depended upon; the indulgences of his
father's house ended in his being sold as a skt the coat of many colors dipped in blood. Hisspr
perity in the house of Potiphar also came to a esnduhd, and from being an overseer he became-a pris
oner in irons! Now he knew that earthly good is tmobe depended on, and therefore not worthy to be
the object of pursuit to an immortal soul; he sdws all things beneath the moon change, waxing and
waning as does the moon herself, and he learnsototb something higher and more stable than cir-
cumstances and surroundings.

Here, too, he was instructed in one sad truth @dl @hich we are all so slow to learn, namely, to
“cease from man whose breath is in his nostrilsfberein is he to be accounted of?” | do not think
Joseph had learned that fully when he interprdiecdteam of the butler. It was very natural, areteh
fore not to be censured that he should say, “Thinke when it shall be well with you.” But when two
whole years had passed, and all the while he wastten, Joseph must have felt that, “Cursed ithae
trusts in man and makes flesh his arm.” He ceasad fman, and no longer looked for enlargement
from that quarter! Cost us what it may, we are ggzaners by any process which enables us to say,
“My Soul, wait only upon God, for my expectationfiem Him.” It is a blessed thing when providence
knocks away all the blocks, and lets the vesseldaunto her true element. See how freely she $loat
upon the deep sea of God'’s everlasting love andutainte faithfulness! She is no more liable to decay
from the dry rot of carnal confidence, but on thedd sea of divine power “she walks the waters as a
thing of life” in joyful reliance upon the ever Bged God! Confidence in man seems bred in our bones
but it must be taken out of us, and happy shallddne be which sees us rid of all hope but that Wwhic
stays itself upon the Lord alone!

But, dear brothers and sisters, the chief usealfto Joseph and to us is very oftegen in our fu-
ture lives While Joseph was tried in prison, God’s greaectiye was to prepare him for the govern-
ment which awaited him. It was designed first teeghim power to bear power—a rare acquirement.
Solomon says, “As the fining pot is to silver, dahd furnace is to gold, so is a man to his praistahy
a man can bear affliction, but few men can enduosperity! And | have marked it and you must have
marked it too, that the most perilous thing in Wherld is to step suddenly from obscurity into power
Have we not seen men, illiterate and unknown, swoigdatroduced to the Christian pulpit and made
much of? And has it not frequently turned out tim&tir names have been, by-and-by, prudently forgot-
ten, for they were overthrown by the dizzy heiglatsvhich they were lifted? It is far better thaman
should fight his way up to his position, that hewd be assailed by enemies, and distrusted bydsie
and should pass through a probationary career; gneanhe can only stand as the Lord holds him, but
without it, he is in terrible peril! Therefore thgpostle says, “Not a novice, lest being lifted uphw
pride he fall into the condemnation of the dewil.T knew that some young man here present would be
greatly acknowledged of God in the future, and beza@ prince in our Israel, and if by lifting upghi
finger | could screen him from fierce criticism,srepresentation, and abuse, | would not do it ksrau
severe as the ordeal might be to him, | am persu#de necessary that he should pass throughat-in
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der to make him able to bear the giddy heightdefgdosition for which God intends him! Is Joseph to
be on the throne of Egypt? | know not what he mighte been if first of all he had not been laidhie
stocks; his feet learned to stand fast on a thtbreugh having been set fast in a dungeon! His gold
chain was worn without pride because he had wochan of iron! And he was fit to be the ruler of
princes because he had been a servant among pssdheough his trials God gave him power to bear
power—and this is a far rarer gift than the povweeendure oppression and contempt!

Joseph was also trained to bear the other danfg@msperity, and these are neither few nor small.
Great riches and high positions are not to be eésiAgur’s prayer is a wise one—“Give me neither
poverty nor riches.” Joseph was in great peril wherrame to be lord over the land of Egypt, buirdur
his time in prison he had been learning to spdileomystery, and answer a riddle. Practically,iisr-
pretation of Pharaoh’s dream was what he had kesnihg in prison, namely that it is idle to boafst
the fat cattle since the lean cattle can soonheahtup; and it is unwise to be proud of the fulisele-
cause the withered ears can soon devour them! éthaew in the dream the lean devouring the full-
fleshed, but Joseph alone, understood it. He saviahicattle, when he was in his father’'s housterea
up when he was sold as a slave; he saw his fudl @dren he was in Potiphar’s house, devoured by the
withered ears when he was thrown into prison, amddw knew that there was nothing here below
worth our relying upon, since on the chariot ofedtthly good there rides a Nemesis, and everyisiay
followed by a night. He was tutored to be a ruter,he had learned the prisoner’s side of politarsd
felt how hard it was for men to be unjustly condechnvithout trial. He foresaw that this could not be
forever endured, and that one day the long-sufjdean cattle would be goaded to fury, and would ea
up the fat ones that oppressed them! Hence Joseglk’svould be just and generous, for in this he
would see the elements which would preserve lawoaddr, and prevent the poorer sort from overturn-
ing everything.

In the prison he had also learned to speak outyhae course had been a rehearsal fitting hineto b
bravely truthful before the king! What temptatiomsvthere to him when he stood before Pharaoh, to
conceal his faith in God7o him, | say, who had risked life, and lost lityefor God’s sake. It would
have been a very great temptation to an ordinampnganan not to say anything about the one God in
the presence of the head of the Egyptian superssit-but this did not suggest itself to Joseph! Had
confessed his God in Potiphar’'s house? Did he apte Potiphar’'s wicked wife, “How can | do this
great wickedness and sin against God"? He had $tobi God in prison, and told the butler and Ibake
that “interpretations belong to God.” And now harsts before Pharaoh! He does not flinch for a mo-
ment, but he says, “God shall give Pharaoh an anefvpeace.” Why, brothers and sisters, have you
ever thought of the moral courage of Joseph inrpnéting that dream? All the soothsayers there had
tried to interpret it, and could not—were it likelye heathen king would believe a youth who hadlzee
slave, and was just brought from a dungeon? Whdorké&ld seven years of plenty and seven years of
famine, it was a marvel that Pharaoh believed hirthe narrative had gone on to say, “Then the king
said unto his servants, cast this man into priaad,feed him with the bread of affliction, and thater
of affliction until we see whether His word shatinge to pass,” we should not have been at all sur-
prised! The magicians naturally enough would belyda say that Joseph was set up to give this grepo
terous interpretation by persons interested inngetiorn, or else they would urge that a man whedla
to foretell events so utterly improbable had betteisent back to his prison house! But Josephvaglie
the word of the Lord, and he spoke with convictiangd Pharaoh believed him. Where did this simple-
minded courage come from? Where did this boldnesseedrom? It was the right royal valor which sur-
rounds a virtuous soul—or rather the fearlessndsshafollows from the fear of God! He stood forth
and delivered his message, and the Lord establisisadord! He had been preparing for this in thg da
of his sorrow; like a good sword blade, he had hesssed through the fire and through the fire again
that now he might not fail in the day of battle! @ear brothers and sisters, may you gain as ntoah f
tribulations as Joseph did, and you will if the Yi8lpirit sanctifies them to you!

Il. We must pass on, secondly, to notice THE PECULIAROF THE TRIAL. According to the
text, “the word of the Lord tried him.” This mightive escaped our observation if the Spirit of Gadl h
not placed it upon record. “The word of the Lonédrhim.” How was that? Potiphar tried him, and the
chains tried him, but did the word of the Lord hi;n? Yes! But there is a previous question—how did
he receiveany word of the Lord? There was no Bible then! Mosad hot lived, there was not even the
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Book of Genesis—what word of God had he? The answeis dreams were to him the word of God,
for they were communications from heaven. The utston he received from his father was also the
word of God to him. His knowledge of the covenahiala God had made with Abraham and Isaac, and
his father, Jacob, was God’s word to him. Moreotteg, secret teachings of the Holy Spirit quickened
his conscience and afforded him light on the wayewthere was no written word, the divine Spirit
spoke without words, impressing truths of God ugenheart itself! All these were to Joseph the word
of God! How did it try him? It tried him thus—theond said to him in his conscience, “You shall not
commit adultery.” Without that word he would notvieabeen tried, for nature suggested compliance
with his mistress’s desires; the pleasure of eafsegalth, of favor were to be had through that vaoia
smile, but the word of God came in and said, “Yballnot,” and Joseph was tried. The test however,
he could bear—divine grace enabled him to flee lyiitiusts and to cry, “How can | do this great
wickedness and sin against God?”

The trial which arose out of his innocence mustehagain tested him by the word of God. There he
is in prison—for what? Why, for an action so puratthad he been set on a throne for it, he wowe ha
well deserved it! Do you not think that many quess perplexed him while he lay in prison? Would not
the evil spirit say, “Were you not a fool, aftef?aDo you not think that your chastity was mereessp-
tion?” Thus would the purity of his heart be tri@hd the word of God would search him and test his
hatred of sin. Would not the word of God try himstancy as it asked, “Do you now believe?” What
problems were put before him—is there a moral gomeof the universe? If so, why does He allow the
innocent to suffer? Why am 1| in fetters, and the@devoman in favor? Could not an Omnipotent God
deliver me? Why then does He leave me here? Casgleph, in the face of such questions, still clmg t
the faithful word? He could, and he did! But therd/¢ried him and proved his constancy, his faitig a
his integrity!

Then, too, the word of the Lord which he had heaehy years before would come to him and try
him. His trembling heart would ask, “Has God eveoken to you at all? Those dreams, were they not
childish? That voice which you thought you heardyaur heart, was it not imagination? This provi-
dence of God which has prospered you wherever gwa gone, was it not after all only good luck? Has
the living God ever revealed Himself to one whéeagth became a slave? Look at your fetters, akd as
if you can be His child?” And then | suspect thatidg the time in which Joseph was fettered, thedwo
of God had ceased to speak to him as of old. Hediddream nor interpret dreams, and that seems to
have been the special way in which the Lord rekHlienself to him. Brother, do you know what it & t
be tried by the cessation of comfortable commuimoa® Did you ever live for a time without feeling
any text of Scripture applied to your soul, withbeholding any vivid flashes of the divine light,any
streaming in of the Spirit's power through the wafdGod? If you have been so afflicted, you have
been tempted to inquire, “Did the Lord ever speakne at all? Have | been truly converted, or aftier
all a myth? And these things which | have lookedrups communications from heaven, have they been
after all nothing but the vapors of a heated brairife word of God tried him, and he had to weigimhi
self in the balances of the sanctuary.

The bright promise of future good would also trgnhHis fears would say, “How is it possible that
your brothers should pay homage to you? You aravay from your family, and cannot hope to see
them again—as for the sheaves that did obeisangeuosheaf, where are they? You are shut up and
cannot go forth! Within these walls the jealousiptwar has doomed you to die.” The word of God
would say to him, then, “Can you believe Me? Can yrast the Lord to fulfill His promises?” Oh, my
brothers and sisters, it is easy for us to talkualiws, but if we had to pass through the samealrdy-
ing in a dungeon under an accusation of guilt wkwehabhorred, far away from all we loved, we might
feel the word of God to be a very trying thing! Apdrhaps the dark thought might even flit across ou
spirit, “Would God | had never heard that word, bould have lived as the Egyptians do, for then |
might have been dwelling in pleasure in Potiphbosse. But this word of God—into what a trial hias i
dragged me; into what difficulties has it thrown!neit after all worthwhile to know it?” | remembe
once being very, very ill, and a man who had ndigeds, but who was full of wicked wit, accosted me
thus. “Ah, you see, whom the Lord loves, He chastéetyes,” | said, “I am suffering greatly.” “Well,
he said with a sneer, “I can do very well without!s love, as long as | get off such chasteninguirst
into tears, and my very soul boiled over as | ¢ri¢ithe Lord were to grind me to powder, | woldd-
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cept it at His hands so that | might but have ldisel It isyouwho need to be pitied, for sound as your
health may be, and merry as you look, you are a poeature since you have missed the only thing
worth living for.” | let fly a volley at him; | cold not help it. | felt forced to stand up for my star! Jo-
seph took the Lord’s yoke upon him gladly, and fbuast unto his soul; he counted the reproach of
Christ greater riches than all the luxuries of plodir's house, and thus the word tried him, and &g w
found upright!

| have no doubt the word of the Lord tried Joseplihis way. That word seemed to say, “You
thought you loved your father’'s God, Joseph; do lpme Him now? You have lost your father’'s house;
you have forfeited the ease of Potiphar's househald have sacrificed your liberty, and perhaps the
next thing will be that you will be taken out teetliCan you still hold fast to the Lord?” Joseph as
in his allegiance, and prepared to follow the Latall hazards to the death; the word had comeno h
and it tried his steadfastness! | may be addressimge young men who are getting into all sorts of
trouble through being Christians. | congratulatel'ydhus does the Lord train His bravest soldiers! |
may be addressing some of you older men who agngathrough storms of trial mainly because you
hold fast your integrity. | congratulate you! Rejeiin this day, and leap for joy, for you are oahdur-
ing trials which have fallen to the lot of betteemthan yourselves! Men do not put base metaltheo
furnace; they spend their assaying upon preciolts ¢§@ee in the fact of your trial some evidenée o
your value, and | congratulate you, my brothers sisters, and pray the Lord to bear you up, and bea
you through, that like Joseph you may be of greatise to Israel, and bring Glory to God!

lll. The last thought is THE CONTINUANCE AND THE CONCLUIGN OF THE TRIAL. Trial
does not last forever. Cheer up; the tide ebbshauitthe flood will return again! Note the word tilri
He who counts the stars also numbers your sorrand,if He ordains the number 10 your trials will
never be eleven. The text says “until,” for the d.@ppoints the bounds of the proud waters, and they
shall no more go over your soul when they reactbthendary of the divine “until.” “Until the time #t
His word came”—the same word which tried Joseptiue time set him free! If the Lord gives the turn-
key permission to keep us in prison, there we mars@ain until He sends a guarantee for our libenatio
and then all the devils in Hell cannot hold us amétage for an instant longer! My dear brothers siad
ters, | want you in your troubles to look entirétlyGod whose word is a word of Power. He speaks and
it is done! He has spoken trouble to you, but He jaat as readily speak comfort to you. Never mind
what the butler's word is; do not entreat him sgyitwWhen it is well with you, speak a word for me.”
The butler’'s word will not be useful, it is Jeholakword you need, for “where the word of a king is,
there is power.” It is a blessed thing to know ttratible comes directly from God, whatever the sec-
ondary agent may be. You must not say, “I couldehaerne it if it had not been for that wicked wom-
an.” Never mind the wicked woman, look to God agroMing her malice, and everything eldéé¢
sends the trial, and therefore lookHon to deliver you from it—

“Tis He that lifts our comforts high,
Or sinks them in the grave.”

He shuts us up in prison, and He brings us outnagai

The time was in God’s hands, and it was very wisetlered. Suppose that the butler had thought of
Joseph, and had spoken to Pharaoh about the ititipn of his dream? The probabilities are thagnvh
the courtiers of Pharaoh’s court heard it, they diave made the halls of the palace ring with haug
ter! And the magicians would have poured scornhenidlea that a slave boy who had been imprisoned
for scandalous behavior knew more about interpgedieams than the wise men of Egypt who had been
brought up to the art, and had gained high degretree profession! It would have been a themedif ri
cule all over the land! It was the wrong time, d@aod would not let the butler remember because that
recollection would have marred the plot and spaileriwhole business! But God’s, “until,” came &t th
nick of time when Joseph was ready for court, ahémwPharaoh was ready to appreciate Joseph. The
hour needed its man, and here was the hour fomié@ The straight way from the dungeon to the
throne was not open until Pharaoh dreamed his dretlien must Joseph come forth, and not before!
Oh, brothers and sisters sit still and wait! Thievéeance you are craving for is not yet ripe—waitile
the word tries you, for that same word will in duae set you free!

The word set Joseph free in a way which clearsectharacter, for never a whisper would be raised
against him, and Potiphar would know the truth,newéne had not already guessed it! It set Josegh f
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in a way which secured his eminence, and gave Imteans of providing for his father and his house-
hold. He might have been liberated from prisoniegrand have remained only a common person, or
gone back to be a slave to some new master, buhmieration secured his emancipation from slav-
ery, and set him in the position which enabled torprovide for his father and his family in the diaof
Goshen, and so the sheaves did homage to his simebfhe sun and moon and 11 stars fulfilled the vi
sion which he had seen so many years before!

You see, brethren, there is a time of deliveraand,the time is fixed by God—and it is a right time
Therefore we have quietly to wait for it. Does tio¢ farmer wait for the precious fruits of the bart
And will you not tarry for the fruits of the pron&® Be not impetuous! Hush those murmuring thoughts!
Never allow rash expressions to escape your ligsdrBon, young man, bear on; yes, and you gray-
headed man, bear on, bear on! The anvil breaklsatmmers in the long run; bear on, bear on! The rock
breaks the billows, and is not itself, broken; bier trials which come to you from God and from His
word with joy and patience, for the end is not yétt-when it comes, it shall be everlasting joy!

| think | hear some saying all round the place, ,'Alsee these believers are a much tried people!
Who would wish to be one dhem?” Listen, friend, and | will tell you something! &gh was not the
only person in prison, and the righteous are netahly people who are afflicted! The chief butleasw
in prison, and the chief baker, too. | wonder wketthe butler and baker are here, looking sad taflay
so, there is this difference between them and Jesdépat the Lord is not with them, but He is with Jo
seph, and that makes a vast difference, for—

“Stone walls do not a prison make,

Nor iron bars a cage.”
If God is in the prison with Joseph, Joseph is lgappt it is not so with you tried worldlings! | wder,
O butler and baker, whether you have had any dredm&nder what has passed through your minds
this morning. Why do you look so sad today? | ammerpreter of dreams, but perhaps | can unriddle
yours. Was a vine before you in your dream? That &and living vine; did it bud and blossom, and
bring forth fruit before your eyes? And did you eaéf its clusters, and present its pure blood & th
King? If so, you will be set free—your dream meaab/ation—for there is a vine of the Lord’s own
planting whose wine makes glad the heart of mard Aa who takes of its living fruit is accepted! Do
you know how to take those clusters and to squéeza out? If so, the King will rejoice in you, for
nothing is as dear to Him as the fruit of the atgrsacrifice of Jesus Christ! But have you dreawfed
cakes which you have made by your own skill? Noitgrfrom a vine, living and full, but mere cakes,
sweetened with your own self-righteousness, bakdta oven of your own zeal and industry? And do
you hope to set these before the King? The birdseotir already peck at them! You are now begignin
to feel that your works are not altogether what trmaught them to be! Oh, if this is your dreanreht-
ble for you, for you will come to an ill end! | prahe Lord put that dream from you, and teach you
something better. Salvation is of the Lord! Whetfarbutler, or baker, or Joseph—redemption is by
Jesus only! Trust in the Lord forever, for in therd Jehovah there is everlasting strength, and ttiegy
trust in Him will never be ashamed or confoundedtladvwithout end. Amen.
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