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“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show untbe heirs of promise the immutability
of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by éwmmutable things, in which
it was impossible for God to lie, we might haveteoeg consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set bedars: which hope we have as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and whicheasstinto that within the veil; where the
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made aghhpriest forever after the order of Melchisedec.”
Hebrews 6:17-20.

FAITH is the divinely-appointed way of receivingetblessings of grace. “He that believes shall be
saved,” is one of the main declarations of the gbsfhe wonders of creation, the discoveries oélav
tion, and the movements of providence are all mhéeinto create and foster the principle of faithhie
living God. If God reveals anything it is that wieosild believe it; of all the books of Holy Scripéuit
may be said, “These are written that you mightdwelj and that believing you might have life.” Exkn
God conceals anything, it is that we may be ableotdide in Him; since what wienowyields but little
space for trust compared with theknown Providence sends us many different trials; abnt to ex-
ercise and increase our faith, and at the sameitirma@swer to prayer it brings us varied proofshaf
divine faithfulness which serve as refreshmentsuiofaith. Thus the works and the words of God eoop
erate to educate men in the grace of faith. Youhmignagine, however, from the doctrine of certain
teachers that the gospel is “Whoedeubtsshall be saved,” and that nothing could be moefulor
honorable than for a man’s mind to hang in perpgetuspense, sure of nothing, confident of the taith
no one, not even of God Himself! The Bible raisesausoleum to the memory of its heroes, and writes
upon it as their epitaph “these all died in faitbtjt themoderngospel derides faith, and sets up instead
the new virtue of keeping abreast with the fresiiestight of the age! That simple trust in the tfwith
ness of God’s word, which our fathers inculcatedhasbasis of all religion, would seem to be aisa d
count now with “men of mind” who are able to copghw'modern thought.” Shame upon professed
ministers of Christ that some of these are worshippt this shrine, and are laboring after the remd
being intellectual and philosophical by scattertogibts on all sides! The doctrine of the blesseslioés
doubtis as opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ &aeaks is to light, or Satan to Christ Himselfsit i
invented as a quietus to the consciences of thaaglpnen who refuse to yield their minds to the roil
God.

Have faith in God, for faith is in itself a virtwd the highest order, and no virtue is more texgel-
lent than the simple confidence in the eternal Whaanan is helped to exhibit by the grace of th&yHo
Spirit. No, not only is faith airtue in itself, but it is the mother of all virtues. Heat believes becomes
strong to labor, patient to suffer, fervent to lpearnest to obey, zealous to serve. Faith is tafrom
which may grow all that can adorn the human charasb far from being opposed to good works, it is
the ever-flowing fountain from where they proce&dke faith away from the professed Christian, and
you have cut the sinew of his strength; like Samgmnhave shorn him of his locks, and left him with
no power either to defend him or to conquer hisfd&he just shall live by faith—FAITH is esseritia
to the vitality of Christianity, and anything whiskeakens that faith weakens the very mainspring of
spiritual power! Brothers and sisters, not onlysloer own experience teach us this, and the word of
God declare it, but the whole of human history goeshow the same truth of God. Faith is force. Why
even when men have been mistaken, if they haveusglithe mistake they have displayed more power
than men who have known the truth, but have nottihedelieved it; for the force that a man has in
dealing with his fellow men lies very much in therde of conviction which his beliefs have over his
own soul. Teach a man the truth of God so thatMhisle heart believes in it, and you have given him
both the fulcrum and the lever with which he maywmthe world!

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 The Anchor Sermon #1294

To this very moment the whole earth is tremuldke & mass of jelly beneath the tread of Luther,
and why? Because he was strong in faith! Luther aviasliever in the word of God, and the schoolmen
with whom he had to contend were mere disputeesptiests, and cardinals, and popes with whom Lu-
ther came into contact were mere traders in destitions, therefore he smote them hip and thigkh wi
great slaughter. His whole manhood believed in vieabad learned of God—and as an iron rod among
potters’ vessels, so was he among the pretenddris @ige! What has been true in history all alag i
most certainly true now; it is by believing that Wwecome strong—that is clear enough. Whatever sup-
posed excellences there may be in the much vauetegtive condition of the mind, the equilibrium of
a cultured intellect, and the unsettled judgmenrtohest” disbelief, | am unable to discern themd &
see no reference to them in Scripture. Holy Writhee offers commendations of unbelief nor presents
motives nor reasons for its cultivation. Experiego®s not prove it to be strength in life’s batte,
wisdom for life’s labyrinth. It is near akin to chelity, and unlike true faith, it is prone to bellby the
nose by any falsehood. Unbelief yields no consafetor the present, and its outlook for the futisrby
no means comforting. We discover no intimation auélime cloud-land, where men of self appreciat-
ing brain power will eternally puzzle themselvesl athers; we hear no prophecy of a celestial Hall o
science were skeptics may weave fresh sophistaires forge new objections to the revelation of God.
There is a place for the unbelieving, but it is heaven!

Coming to our text, whose tone is far removed fadhuncertainty, we see clearly that the Lord does
not desire us to be in an unsettled conditionvauld put an end to all uncertainty and questionAs
among men a fact is established when an honesthamsworn to it, so “God willing more abundantly
to show unto the heirs of promise the immutabitifyHis counsel, confirmed it by an oath.” Conde-
scending to the weakness of human faith, He Hinmse#ars to what He declares, and thus gives us a
gospeldoubly certified by the promise and oath of the evenastsod! Surely angels must have won-
dered when God lifted His hand to heaven to swearhiat He had promised, and must have concluded
that from then on there would be an end of alfestbiecause of the confirmation which the Lord thus
gave to His covenant.

In working out our text, | must direct you to itsost conspicuous metaphor. This world is like a
sea—restless, unstable, dangerous, and never atayjeHuman affairs may be compared to waves
driven with the wind and tossed. As for ourselwes,are the ships which go upon the sea, and are sub
ject to its changes and motions; we are apt torbieedl by currents, driven by winds, and tossechwit
tempests. We have not yet come to the temma firma, the rest which remains for the people of God.
God would not have us carried about with every wantl therefore He has been pleased to fashion for
us an anchor of hope most sure and steadfastasavthmay outride the storm. | shall not attempt to
preach from the whole of the great text beforefoisjt would require at least seven years, and a Dr
John Owen, or a Joseph Caryl to bring forth a teftits meaning! | am simply going to work out the
one set of the truths of God suggested by the inodg® anchor, and may God grant that all of us thi
morning who know the meaning of that anchor may itekolding us fast by its grip within the veil!
And may others who have never possessed that abefarne be enabled to cast it overboard this morn-
ing, for the first time, and feel throughout alethest of their lives the strong consolation whscich a
holdfast is sure to bestow upon the believing heart

|. First, let me call your attention to THE DESIGN @WHE ANCHOR of which our text speaks.

The design of an anchor, of course, is to holéssel firmly to one place when winds and currents
would otherwise remove it. God has given us cetiaitihs which are intended to hold our minds fast t
truths of God, holiness, and His perseverance—wom@l, to hold us to Him. But why hold the vessel?
The first answer which would suggest itself woudttid keep it from being wreckedhe ship may not
need an anchor in calm waters, when upon a broaahog little drifting may not be a very serious imat
ter, but there are conditions of weather in whinlaachor becomes altogether essential. When agale
rushing towards the shore, blowing great guns bhad/éssel cannot hold her course, and must sueely b
driven upon an iron-bound coast, and then an anshaorth its weight in gold! If the good ship carn
be anchored there will be nothing left of her wmeay short time except for here and there a spargal-
lant vessel will go to pieces, and every marinemalred; now is the time to let down the anchor st
bower anchor if you will, and let the good shipydgfe wind. Our God does not intend His peopledo b
shipwrecked—shipwrecked and lost forever; howetregy would be if they were not held fast in the
hour of temptation. Brothers and sisters, if ewergd of doctrine whirled you about at its will, you
would soon be drifted far away from the truth ais ih Jesus—and concerning it you would make ship-
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wreck; but you cost your Lord too dear for Him ¢sé you; He bought you at too great a price, ated se
too great a store by you for Him to see you brokepieces on the rocks; therefore He has provided f
you a glorious holdfast, that when Satan’s temgieti your own corruptions, and the trials of theldio
assail youhopemay be the anchor of your soul both sure and fasadHow much we need it! For we
see others fall into the error of the wicked, owvene by the deceivableness of unrighteousness,edind |
forever as castaways. “Having no hope and withad (& the world.” If you have done business on the
great waters for any length of time, you must bé aweare that were it not for everlasting truthsGud
which hold you fast, your soul had long since bkemnied into everlasting darkness, and the proud wa
ters had long before this have gone over your sbilen the mighty waves have lifted themselves up
your poor boat has seemed to go down to the battotine mountains, and had it not been for His un-
changing Love and immutable faithfulness, your tiead utterly fainted. Nevertheless here you afe to
day convoyed by grace, provisioned by mercy, stebseheavenly Wisdom, and propelled by celestial
power! Thanks to the anchor, or rather to the Gbd gave it to you, no storm has overwhelmed you;
you are under way for the port of glory!

An anchor is also needed to keep a vessel fronoghfort, for even if it is not wrecked, it would be
a wretched thing to be driven here and there,déatirth, and then to the south, as winds may gbhuft.
happy is he who is the creature of external infbgsn flying along like thistiedown in the breezeao
rolling thing before the whirlwind! We require anchor to hold us so that we may abide in peace, and
find rest unto our souls. Blessed be God theresalid and sure truths, infallibly certified to usieh
operate powerfully upon the mind so as to previenbéing harassed and dismayed. The text speaks of
“strong consolation”; is not that a glorious word-e-ltave not merely consolation which will hold us
fast, and bear us up against the tempest in tirh&euble, butstrong consolationso that when afflic-
tion bursts forth with unusual strength like a dws tornado, the strong consolation like a sheeham
may be more than a match for the strong temptatiod,may enable us to triumph over all. Very réstfu
is that man who is very believing—

“Hallelujah! | believe!

Now the giddy world stands fast,
For my soul has found an anchor
Till the night of storm is past.”

An anchor is also needé¢al preserve us from losing the headway which we maade The vessel
has been making good way towards port, but the wirahges and blows in her teeth; she will be borne
to the port from which she started, or to an egquatidesirable port unless she can resist the faudiw
Therefore she puts down her anchor. The captams tsalgimself, “I have got so far, and | am not gpin
to be drifted back; down goes my anchor, and heteqd.” Saints are sometimes tempted to returhdo t
country from where they came—they are half inclib@edenounce the things which they have learned,
and to conclude that they never were taught ofLtire at all. Alas, old Adam and Satan endeavor to
drive us back, and were it not for something sarkdld to, back we would go. If it could be proven
be as certain cultivated teachers would have usugglthat there is nothing very sure, althouglthbia
black, it is not very black, and though white isit@hit is not very white. If it could be provenathfrom
certain standpoints there is no doubt blacWliste, and white isblack; if it could be proven, | say, that
there are no divine certainties, no infallible fig#then we might willingly surrender what we know o
think we know, and wander about on the ocean of speaHathe waifs and strays of mere opinion!
But while we have the truth of God taught to ouryveouls by the Holy Spirit, we cannot drift from i
nor will we though men count us fools for our steathess. Brothers and sisters aspire not to thgtgh
which grows out of uncertainty; there are savinghs of God, and there are “damnable heresiestisJes
Christ is not yes and no; His gospel is not a cogmnixture of the gall of hell, and the honey o&hen
flavored to the taste of bad and good. There aedfprinciples and revealed facts. Those who know
anything experimentally about divine things havetdheir anchor down, and as they hear the chain
running out, they joyfully say, “This | know, andVe believed; in this truth | stand fast and imnixdea
winds may blow and crack their cheeks, but they malver move me from this anchorage; whatever |
have attained by the teaching of the Spirit, | Wwdld fast as long as | live.”

Moreover, the anchor is needib@t we may possess constancy and usefuliégsman who is easi-
ly moved and believes this today and that tomorieva, fickle creature; who knows where to find him?
Of what use is he to the younger sort and the é&fik, or indeed to anyone? Like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed, what service camemder in the work of the Lord, and how can he in
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fluence others for good? He believes not! How cammake others believe? | believe that the orthodox
disbelieveris more largely a creator of infidelity than thetérodox believer—in other words | fear that
the man who earnestly believes an error has ain@gssous influence upon others than the man who
holds the truth of God in indifference, and seargielief; this man is tolerated in godly compary,tie
professes to be one of ourselves, and he is therefde to stab at piety beneath her shield. The ma
knows nothing, certainly, but only hopes and truatel when defending truth, he allows that much may
be said on the other side, so that he kisses ahd at the same time.

Our God has provided us an anchor to hold usléastve be shipwrecked, lest we be unhappy, lest
we lose the progress we have made, and lest ouaatka should become unstable, and therefore use-
less. These purposes are kind and wise; let us tiled_ord who has so graciously cared for us.

Il. Secondly, I invite you to consider THE MAKE OF THENCHOR—"That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to e might have a strong consolation.”

Anchor-making is very important work. The anchorith has a very responsible business, for if he
makes his anchor badly, or of weak material, wodnéoshipmaster when the storm comes! Anchors are
not made of cast iron, nor of every kind of mekattcomes to hand, but they are madeafkediron,
strongly welded, and of tough, compact materialicivlwill bear all the strain that is likely to core-
on it at the worst of times. If anything in this ébshould be strong, it should be an anchor, fuyruit
safety and life often depend. What is our anchbiias two great blades or flukes to it, each ofciwhi
acts as a holdfast. It is made of tdiwine things.The one isGod’s promise a sure and stable thing in-
deed! We are very ready to take a good man’s perist perhaps the good man may forget to futfill i
or be unable to do so, but neither of these thoays occur with the Lord—He cannot forget, and He
cannot fail to do as He has said. Jehovah'’s prgmikat a certain thing it must be; if you had nothi
but the Lord’s bare word to trust to, surely yoaithh should never stagger! To this sure word iseddd
another divine thing, namelzod’s oath Beloved, | scarcely dare speak upon this saaed;tGod’s
oath, His solemn assertion, His swearing by Himgetinceive the majesty, the awe, the certainty of
this! Here then are two divine assurances, whiké the flukes of the anchor hold us fast. Who dares
doubt the promise of God? Who can have the audexcdistrust His oath?

We have for our anchor two things, which, in aidditto their being divine, are expressly said to be
immutable—that is, two things which cannot chang#en the Lord utters a promise He never runs
back from it—"the gifts and calling of God are wotlt repentance.” Has He said and shall He noto it
Has He promised and shall it not stand fast? Hemelvanges, and His promise abides from generation
to generation. Then comes the oath, which is therammutable thing; how could that be altered? God
has pledged the honor of His name, and it is nppasable that under such circumstances, He will re-
tract His engagements, and deny His own declasitidh, no—

“The gospel bears my spirit up.

A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foundation for my hope

In oaths, and promises, and blood.”

Notice next of these two things that is saitWherein it is impossible for God to lie It is incon-
sistent with the very idea and thought of God thatshould be a liar. A lying God would be a mistake
in language a self-evident contradiction. It cannot be, Godstrhe true—true in His nature, true in His
thoughts, true in His designs, true in His actsl assuredly true in His promises and true in Hihi®a
“Wherein it is impossible for God to lie”; oh, beked, what blessed holdfasts have we here! If hope
cannot rest on such assurances, what could itpest?

But now, what is this promise, and what is thith@arhe promise is the promise given to Abraham
that his seed should be blessed, and in this $erddsall nations of the earth be blessed, alsowvfiom
was this promise made? Who are the “seed”? Initbieplace, the Seed is Jesus, who blesses abinsati
and next, our apostle has proved that this promasgenot made to the seed according to the fledhitpbu
the seed according to the spirit. Who, then, agestied of Abraham according to the spirit? Why, be-
lievers; for He is the father of the faithful, aG@d’'s promise, therefore, is confirmed to all wixbibit
the faith of believing Abraham. To Christ Himsedfyd to all who are in Christ, is the covenant made
sure, that the Lord will bless them forever and endilem blessings.

And what is the oath? That may refer to the oaticlvthe Lord swore to Abraham after the patri-
arch had offered up his son, for which see tH¥ 2Bapter of Genesis. But | think you will agreelwit
me if | say it more probably refers to the oathoreed in the 110 Psalm, which | would have you no-

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 22




Sermon #1294 The Anchor 5

tice very carefully—"The Lord has sworn, and wilitrrepent, You are a priest forever after the ocder
Melchisedec.” | think this is referred to becaulse 20" verse of our text goes on to say, “Where the
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, madgtapriest forever after the order of Melchisedec.”
Now, beloved, | want you to see this anchor. Herenie of its holdfasts—God has promised to bless th
faithful; He has declared that the seed of Abrahzemely believers, shall be blessed, and madesa-ble
ing. Then comes the other arm of the anchor wiaaygually strong to hold the soul, namely, the adth
the priesthood, by which the Lord Jesus is declévdak a priest forever on our behalf; not an cadin
priest after the manner of Aaron, beginning andrend temporary priesthood—but without beginning
of days or end of years, living on forever! Jesus ipriest who has finished His sacrificial worlash
gone in within the veil, and sits down forever la tright hand of God, because His work is complete,
and His priesthood abides in its eternal efficalyis is a blessed anchor to the soul—to know that m
priest is within the veil; to know that my King oghteousness and King of peace is before the éhodn
God for me, representing me, and therefore | araviar secure in Him. What better anchor could the
Comforter Himself devise for His people? What sggenconsolation can the heirs of promise desire?

lll. We have no time to linger, though tempted to doasal therefore | ask you to advance in the
third place to notice OUR HOLD OF THE ANCHOR. It uid be of no use for us to have an anchor,
however good, unless we had a hold of it. The anoley be sure, and may have a steadfast grip, but
there must be a strong cable to connect the aneitfoithe ship. Formerly it was very common to use a
hemp cable, but large vessels are not contentrntohei risk of breakage, and therefore they useaach
cable for the anchor. It is a grand thing to hawsokd substantial connection between your soul and
your hope; to have a confidence which is surelyrywn, from which you can never be separated!

Our text speaks plainly about this laying holdeé anchor in the end of the™ 8erse—“That we
might have a strong consolation, who have fledrébuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.” We
must personally lay hold on the hope; there ishibyge, but we are bound to grasp it and hold it fast
with an anchor, the cable must pass through thge &nd so be bound to it, and so must faith lag hol
upon the hope of eternal life! The original Greengies “to lay hold by main force, and so to hals
not to lose our hold when the greatest force waquilll it from us.” We must take firm hold of therfir
truth of God! Ah, brothers and sisters, as some has® a cloudy hope; they would seem to have a very
doubtful way of laying hold upon it. | supposestnatural it should be so. For my part, | desirddo
taught something certain, and then | pray to b&acethat | have learned it. Oh to get such a dfithe
truth of God as that old warrior had of his swad,that when he fought and conquered he could not
separate his hand and his sword, for his hand diorgs sword as if it were glued to it! It is aebsed
thing to get hold of the doctrine of Christ in suchvay that you would have to be dismembered before
it could be taken from you, for it has grown intmuy very self! Mind you have a sure hold of youresu
anchor!

“Well,” says one, “bumay welay hold upon it"? My answer is, the text sayssitset before us"—
to, “lay hold of the hope set before us.” You maggp it for it is set before you! If any of you werery
faint and hungry, and came to a person’s househargiid “Sit down,” and you sat down at the table,
and when you sat there, the master set before ymod piece of meat and some very pleasant fruits,
and the like, you would not long question whethau ynight eat them, but would infer your libertydo
so because the food was set before you! Assurbilyst the welcome of the gospel! The hope is set b
fore you! For what purpose is it so set? That yay turn your back upon it? Assuredly not! Lay hold
upon it, for wherever truth of God is met withjstboth ourduty and ourprivilege to lay hold upon it.
The entire guarantee that a sinner needs for layatg on Christ is found in the fact that God het s
Christ forth to be a propitiation for our sins! @tian, you are in a storm—~here is an anchor! Do yo
ask, “May | use that anchor’? It is set before ymuthat very purpose! | guarantee you there icao
tain here but what if he were in a storm, and savarechor set before him, he would use it at once an
ask no questions. The anchor might be none ofithisight happen to be on board as a piece of mer-
chandise—he would not care an atom about that! ‘Sfie has got to be saved; here is an anchor; over
it goes!” Act thus with the gracious hope which Gmdvides for you in the gospel of Jesus Christ; la
hold on it now and evermore

Now, notice that our hold on the anchor shouldah@esent thing and a conscious matter, for we
read, “which hope whkave.” We are conscious that we have it. No one amoritaasany right to be at
peace if he does not know that he has obtainedd Qope through grace. May you all be able to say,
“which hopewe havé
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As it is well to have a cable made of the sameah®et the anchor, so it is a blessed thing when our
faith is of the same divine character as the taitlbod upon which it lays hold. It needs a God-give
hope on our part to seize the God-given promise@to€h our hope is made! The right mode of proce-
dure is to grasp God’s promise with a God-creatadidence; then you see that right away down from
the vessel to the anchor the holdfast is all of mieee, so that at every point it is equally addptebear
the strain. O to have precious faith in a preciGsist! A precious confidence in precious blood!dGo
grant it to you, and may you exercise it at this/jyaoment!

IV. Fourthly, and very briefly, let us speak of THE ANOR’S HOLD OF US. A ship has hold up-
on her anchor by her chain cable, but at the samethe most important thing is that the anchorpkee
its hold upon the ship, and so, because it hasezhtato the ground at the bottom of the sea, hthlds
vessel hard and fast. Brothers and sisters, dokgow anything about your hope holding you? It will
hold you if it is agoodhope; you will not be able to get away from it! dém temptation, depression of
spirit, trial and affliction, you will not only hdlyour hope—that is yoututy, but your hope will hold
you—that is youprivilege! When the devil tempts you to say, “I will giveall up,” an unseen power
will speak out of the infinite deeps, and will rgpiBut | shall not giveyouup; | have a hold of you, and
nothing shall separate us.” Brothers and sistars,security depends far more upGod’'s holdingus
than our holding onto Him. Our hope in God, that wi#é fulfill His oath and promise, has a mighty
power over us—far more than equal to all the effaft the world, the flesh, and the devil to drag us
away!

How is it that our divine anchor holds so fast®slbecause it is, in its own nature, sure—"Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, bateand steadfast.” It is, in itself, sure as to i$une. The
gospel is no cunningly devised fable—God has spdatkénis a mass of fact; it is pure, unalloyedttr
with the broad seal of God Himself set upon it. Th@o, this anchor issteadfast” as to its hold. It
never moves from its lodgment. It is sure in ittun@, and steadfast when in use, and therefosepitac-
tically safe. If you have believed in Christ unteraal Life, and are expecting that God will begasd
as His word, have you not found that your hopeasnstyou and maintains you in your position?

Brothers and sisters, the result of the use & émchor will be very comfortable to you. “Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sutest@adfast.” It will not prevent your being tossed
about, for a ship at anchor may rock a good deal the passengers may be very seasick, but shetcann
be driven away from her moorings! There she is,l@rdpassengers suffer discomfort, but they sladll n
suffer shipwreck! A good hope through grace wilt atiogether deliver you from inward conflicts, no,
it will eveninvolvethem; it will not screen you from outward trialst-wiill be sure tdoring them; but it
will save you from all real peril. | may say to eydeliever in Jesus that his condition is verglikat
of the landsman on board ship when the sea wasrratigh, and he said, “Captain, we are in great
danger, are we not"? As an answer did not comealte “Captain, don’'t you see great fear?” Then the
old seaman gruffly replied, “Yes, | see plenty e&rf, but not a bit of danger.” It is often so wit;
when the blinds are out and the storms are ragjiegetis plenty of fear, but there is no danger.riéy
be much tossed, but we are quite safe, for we havanchor of the soul both sure and steadfast which
will not move.

One blessed thing is that our hope has such aogup that we know it. In a vessel you feel th#é pu
of the anchor, and the more the wind rages the ryowefeel that the anchor holds you. Like the boy
with his kite—the kite is up in the clouds wheredamnot see it, but he knows it is there, for hedsfe
pull; so our good hope has gone up to heaven, &g pulling and drawing us to Him. We cannot see
our anchor, it would be of no use if weuldsee it; its use begins when it is out of sight,ibpulls, and
we can feel the heavenly pressure!

V. And now, lastly, and best of all, THE ANCHOR’S UNBSE GRIP, “which enters into that with-
in the veil.” Our anchor is like every other—whernsi of any use it is out of sight. When a man shes
anchor, it is doing nothing, unless it happensa®tme small stream anchor or in shallow water.Whe
the anchor is of use it igone—there it went overboard with a splash! Far dowereh all among the
fish, lies the iron holdfast, quite out of sighth@fe is your hope, brothers and sisters? Do yaeueel
because you casee?That is not believing at all! Do you believe besawyou carfeel? That isfeeling,
it is not believing! But “blessed is he that has s®en, and yet has believed.” Blessed is he whevies
against his feelings, yes, and hopes against hipet! is a strange thing to do, hoping against hbpe,
lieving things impossible, and seeing things irMisi He who can do that has learned the art ofiffait
Our hope is not seen; He lies in the waves, othadext says, “within the veil.” | am not going rion
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the figure too closely, but a mariner might sayt thia anchor is within the watery veil, for a veflwa-
ter is between him and it, and so it is conceafecth is the confidence which we have in God, whom
having not seen we love—

“Let the winds blow, and billows roll,

Hope is the anchor of my soul!

But can | by so slight a tie,

An unseen hope, on God rely?

Steadfast and sure, it cannot fail,

It enters deep within the veil,

It fastens on a land unknown,

And moors me to my Father’s throne.”

Although our anchor is out of sight, yet thank Géel has taken a very firm grip, and “entered into
that which is within the veil.” What hold can beuad|to that which a man has upon his God when he
can cry, “You have promised, therefore do as Yowehsaid”? What grasp is firmer than this, “Lord,
You have sworn it, You can not run back. You haaie ghat he that believes in You is justified fraih
sin. Lord, | believe You, therefore be pleasedadocad You have said. | know You cannot lie, and You
have sworn that Christ is a priest forever. | asting in Him as my priest who has made a full atone
ment for me. | therefore hold You to Your oath—autcene for the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice. Can You
reject a soul for whom Your own Son is pleading?isiable to save to the uttermost them that come
unto You by Him, seeing He ever lives to make icgesion for me—my Lord, this is the hold | have
upon You, this is the anchor which | have cast thi® deep, mysterious attributes of Your wondrous
nature! | believe You, and You will not make me asied of my hope.” Oh, brothers and sisters, what a
hold you have upon the living God when you relytba oath and promise! Thus you hold Him as Jacob
held the angel, and the blessing you will surely at His hands.

Note next, that when an anchor has a good gripndasiow, the more the ship drags the tighter its
hold becomes. At first, when the anchor goes dgenhaps it drops upon a hard rock, and there K can
not bite, but by-and-by it slips off from the roand enters into the bottom of the sea. It digs the
soil, and as the cable draws it on, it goes deapdrdeeper till the anchor almost buries itself] dre
more it is pulled upon the deeper it descends. aifehor gets such a hold at last that it seemsyto sa
“Now, Boreas, blow away, you must tear up the flobthe sea before the vessel shall be let go."€6im
of trouble send our hope deep down into fundameénitis of God. Some of you people who have nev-
er known friction, you rich people who have neveown need, you healthy folks who were never ill a
week—you have not half a grip of the glorious htpa the tried ones have! Much of the unbeliehia t
Christian Church comes out of the easy lives ofgasors. When you come to rough it, you need the
solid gospel. A hard-working hungry man cannot loreyour whipped creams, and your fine drinks—
he must have something solid to nourish him, andhsotried man feels that he must have a gospel
which is true, and he must believe it to be trueglee his soul will famish! Now, if God promisesda
swears, have we not the most solid of assuranckeifimest conceivable faith is no more than the
righteous due of the thrice Holy and faithful Gddherefore, brothers and sisters, when greater leoub
comes believe the more firmly, and when your vessadssed in deeper water believe the more confi-
dently! When the head is aching, and the hearligifating, when all earthly joy is fled, and whaeath
comes near, believe the more! Grow surer and shatryour Father cannot lie; yes, “Let God be true
and every man a liar.” In this way you will obtdhre strong consolation which the Lord intends you t
enjoy.

The text concludes with this very sweet reflectithrat though our hope is out of sight, we have a
friend in the unseen land where our hope has fatgnigold. In anxious moments a sailor might almost
wish that he could go with his anchor and fix ibfly. That he cannot do, but we have a friend was h
gone to see to everything for us! Our anchor ifiwithe veil—it is where we cannot see it—but Jesus
is there, and our hope is inseparably connecteld Mig person and work! We know of a certainty that
Jesus of Nazareth, after His death and burial, imse the grave, and that 40 days afterwards, & th
presence of His disciples, He went up into heasad,a cloud received Him. We know this as an histor
ical fact, and we also know that He rose into heaa® the comprehensive seed of Abraham, in whom
are found all the faithful. As He has gone there,shall surely follow, for He is the first fruitd the
full harvest. According to the text, our Lord Jetas gone within the vedls our high priestNow, the
high priest within the veil is in the place of aptance on our behalf. A Melchisedec high priesine
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who has boundless power to bless and to save hatattermost. Jesus Christ has offered one bloody
sacrifice for sin, namely, Himself, and now He sitsvn at the right hand of God forever, even the Fa
ther. Brethren, He reigns where our anchor hagedtit&Ve rest in Christ’s finished work, His resurre
tion power, and His eternal kingship. How can waldafter this?

We are next informed that Jesus has gone withinagethe forerunnenWhat is a forerunner if there
are not others to run after him? Jesus has goleadbthe way! He is the pioneer, the leader ofgiteait
army, the first fruits from the dead! And if He hgsne to heaven as a forerunner, then we who belong
to Him will follow after! Should not that reflectomake our hearts glad?

We are told next that as the forerunner, our Lmadfor usentered—that is entered to take posses-
sion inour name. When Jesus Christ went into heaven, Heditveere look around on all the thrones,
and all the palms, and all the harps, and all togves, and said, “I take possession of all thesinén
name of My redeemed. | am their representative céaith the heavenly places in their names.” Assure
ly as Jesus is there, the possessor of all thegshall we also each one come to his inheritamciie
time!

Our Lord Jesus by His intercession is drawingousdaven, and we have only to wait a little while,
and we shall be with Him where He is. He pleadsofarhome-bringing, and it will come to pass before
long. No sailor likes his anchor to come home,ifar does so in a storm, matters look very uglyrO
anchor will never come home, but itdsawing ushome!He is drawing us to Himself, not downwards
beneath devouring waves, but upwards to ecstatst [00 you not feel it? You who are growing old, do
you not feel its home-drawings? Many cords holdhase, but they are getting fewer with some of
you—the dear wife has faded away, or the belovestbéwod has gone; many of your children have gone
too, and a host of friends. These are all helprdaev you upward! | think at this very moment yousnu
feel as if your boat were about to change by soragierpower from a ship which floats the watersrio a
eagle which can fly the air! Have you not oftended to mount while singing—

“Oh that we now might grasp our guide!

Oh that the word were given!

Come, Lord of hosts, the waves divide,

And land us all in heaven!”
My cable has grown shorter of late, a great mangsdinks have vanished. | am nearer my hope than
when | first believed. Every day hope nears fruitibet our joy in it become more exultant. A few reo
weeks or months, and we shall dwell above, andené shall need no anchor to hold us fast, we shall
eternally bless that divine condescension whicldpced such a holdfast for our unstable minds while
tossed upon this sea of care!

What will those of you do who have no anchor? érstis coming on! | see the lowering clouds,
and hear the distant hurricane! What will you do&yNhe Lord help you at once to flee for refugéht®
hope set before you! Amen.
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