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“We love Him, because He first loved us.”
1 John 4:19.

VERY simple words, but very full of meaning; | thin might say of this sentence what the poet
says of prayer—it is “the simplest form of spedadt infant lips can try"—and yet it is one of thedst
sublime strains that reach the majesty on highKeTa little believing child, and ask her why sheel®
the Savior, and she will reply at once, “Becausdd¥ed me, and died for me.” Then ascend to heaven
where the saints are perfect in Christ Jesus, ahthp same question, and with united breath thalevh
choir of the redeemed will reply, “He has loved asd washed us from our sins in His own blood.”
When we begin to love Christ, we love Him becausefikst loved us, and when we grow in grace till
we are capable of the very highest degree of gpiritnderstanding and affection, we still have atidy
reason for loving Him than this, “Because He fiosted us.”

This morning in trying to preach from the textvould pray the Holy Spirit that every person here
may firstfeelit. It is amazing the difference between a texdraad heard, and a tefdlt within the
soul. Oh, that you this morning, may be able tofsam your hearts because you cannot help sayjng it
“We love Him.” If | were to say no more, but sit down in silenaad if you were all to spend the next
three quarters of an hour in exercising the emotibfove to God, it would be time most profitably
spent! It is beyond measure beneficial to the soubke her fill of love with the Lord Jesus; ittlse
sweet cure for all her ailments for her to haveues to delight in the Lord, and faith enough tcethat
ease in His perfections. Be sure then to let yaarts have room, scope, and opportunity for indgigi
and inflaming the sacred passion of love to Gothdfsecond part of the text shall also be madalgqu
vivid to you by the power of faith-“He first loved us"—your hearts will be satisfied as with marrow
and fatness! If the exceeding love of God in Chrestus shall be shed abroad in your hearts by the H
Spirit, you will need no sermon from me—your inwaxperience will be better than any discourse!
May your love like a drop of dew be exhaled, andied up into the boundless heaven of God’s love;
may your heart ascend to the place where yourureas, and rest itself upon the heart of God! 8dels
shall you be if in your hearts Christ’s love andig®shall both be fully known and felt at this martie
O, blessed Spirit, cause it to be so! Thus shoddave the text in action—and that is a thousanddi
better than the mere quiet letter. If you havetedsihe picture galleries at Versailles, where yee the
wars of France from the earliest ages set forthlawing colors upon the canvas, you cannot but have
been struck with the pictures, and interested éntélrible scenes. Upstairs in the same palace thex
vast collection of portraits. | have traversed thgalleries of portraits without much interest,yohére
and there pausing to notice a remarkable countenaecy few persons linger there—everybody seems
to walk on as quickly as the polished floors alldowdw why is it that you are interested in the paitsy
downstairs, and not by those upstairs? They aresdh®e people; very many of them are in the same
dress; why do you not gaze upon them with interésg reason lies here—tipertrait in still life as a
rule, can never have the attraction which surroundsene of stirringction! There you see the warrior
dealing a terrible blow with his battle-ax, or thenator delivering an oration in the assembly, ynd
think more of them than of the same bodies andsfawaepose. Life is impressive! Action awakens
thought! It is just so with the text. Look at it asnatter of doctrinal statement—"We love Him, hexma
He first loved us™—and if you are a thoughtful pmrsyou will consider it well. But feel thiact itself,
feelthe love of God—know it within your own soul, anganifest it in your life, and how engrossing it
becomes!
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May it be so by the power of the Holy Spirit tmrning! May you be loving God while you are
hearing, and may | be loving Him intensely whilenh preaching!

With this as an introduction, | shall use the tlottfour purposes. Firstor doctrinal instruction;
secondly for experimental informatiorthirdly, for practical direction,and fourthly,for argumentative
defense

I. We shall use the text briefly, for DOCTRINAL INSTRITION—and one point of doctrinal in-
struction is very clear, namely, tHabd’s love to His people is fitstHe first loved us.” Now, be sure of
this point of doctrine because forgetfulness alioist connected with much error, and with more igno
rance. The love of God to psecedeur love to God; according to Scripture it musfibg in the most
eminent sense because it is eternal! The Lord cHas@eople in Christ Jesus from before the founda-
tions of the world, and to each one of His peopt text may be applied—"Yes, | have loved you with
an everlasting love.” His mercy is from everlastiogthem that fear Him; from all eternity the Lord
looked upon His people with an eye of love, andhathing can bdeforeeternity, His love wasirst.
Certainly He loved us before we had a being, fdriieé not give His Son to die for us nearly 1900rgea
ago, long before our infant cries had saluted oother’s ears? He loved us before we had any de&sire
be loved by Him, yes, when we were provoking Hintdis face, and displaying the fierce enmity of our
unrenewed hearts! Remember “His great love withchviie loved us, even when we were dead in sin.”
“God commends His love toward us in that while werevyet sinners, Christ died for us.” When we had
not as yet one throb of spiritual feeling, one puté hope, or one breath of desire, the Lord loved
even then!

The love of God ibeforeour seeking. He draws us before we run after Nire.do not seek that
love—that love seeks us. We wander further andhéurtrom it, resist it, and prove ourselves unwprth
of it; our nature and our practice are such thay tffer nothing congenial to divine love; but tbge of
God arises in its freeness, and stops our madrdayaes power over the conscience and the willotlY
have not chosen Me, but | have chosen you,” issthee of Sovereign grace! Let our response be, “By
the grace of God we are what we are!”

The Lord’s love is before any repentance on out. papenitent sinners never would repent if God
did not love them first. The Lord hates sin, but fle loves sinners; He compassionately loved uswhe
sin was pleasant to us, when we rolled it undertonigue as a sweet morsel, when neither the thander
of His law nor the wooing of His gospel could perde us to turn from it. When in our bosoms there
were no convictions of sin, when there were no gehcal lamentations because of offenses against a
gracious God, He loved us! Today, brothers aneérsisive are possessors of faith in Jesus Christ, bu
our faith in Jesus Christ did not corneforeHis love; on the contrary our faith rests in what love
has done for us of old. When we were unbelievingl, lsard of heart; when we resisted the testimony of
the Holy Spirit, and put from us the word of etérlifa, even then the Lord pitied us, and had marpy
on us—and continued still to invite, to entreatptysuade until at last the happy hour came when we
believed, and entered into a sense of His loverélaee many things about you now, beloved of the
Lord, which are the objects of divine approval, they were not there at first. They did not precdde
vine love, but are th&uits of it. To use an old English word which has somatbst its meaning, the
love of God ispreventinglove—it goes before any right motions of the saulg in order of time it is
first, before any desires, wishes, aspirations, or psaye our part. Are you devout today? Yet He loved
you not at the first because you were devout, faimally you were not so; His love wéeforeyour
devotion. Are you holy today? Blessed be His naardtf But He loved you when you were unholy.
Your holinesdollows His love—He chose you that you might be holy! Yaoa becoming like He by the
sanctifying influences of His blessed Spirit, anel Ielves His image in you, but He loved you whert tha
image was not there. Yes, He looked on you withnitedf compassion when you were heirs of His wrath
even as others—and the image of the devil was eounsys both upon your character and your nature.
However early in life you began to love the Lords tbve was first. This is very amazing, but blesse
be His name, we know that it is true, and we rejancit!

The fact is that the love of God, as far as wenkaoything about it, had no reason derived from us
upon which to ground itself. He loved us becausevdeld love us, or, as our Lord put it, “Even sa; F
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ther, for so it seemed good in Your sight.” He healsons in His own nature. Good reasons fetched fro
the best conceivable place, namely from His owfegéons; but those reasons He has not been pleased
to communicate to us. He bids us know that He kalle mercy on whom He will have mercy, and will
have compassion on whom He will have compassiah tlauns He tries the loyal submissiveness of our
hearts, and | trust we are able to bow in revesgance to His Righteous Will.

Divine love is its own cause, and does not detsrstreams from anything in us; it flows spontane-
ously from the heart of God, finding its deep walisgs within His own bosom. This is a great corhfor
to us because being uncreated, it is unchangetibtedtad been upon us because of some goodness in
us, then when the goodness was diminished His loveldvdimminish too. If God had loved us second,
and not first, or had theauseof His love been ims, that cause might have altered, and the supposed
effect, namely His love, would have altered toot Bow whatever may be the believer’s condition to-
day—however he may have wandered, and however imeiamay be groaning under a sense of sin—the
Lord declares, “I do earnestly remember him stilltfe Lord did not love you at first because you had
no sin—He foreknow all the sin you would ever havewas all present before His sacred mind, and
yet He loved you, and He loves you still! “I am Gaahange not, therefore you sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” O blessed love of God, since You ast Wee will give you the first place in our thoughts
the highest throne in our hearts, the royal pasitioour souls! We glorify You, for You are first!

Another part of the doctrine of the text is thigtthe love of God is the cause of our love to Gdd
thing may be first, and another second, and yefitiemay not be theauseof the second; there may
be no actual link between the two, but here we hiauemistakably—*We love HinbecauseHe first
loved us,” which signifies not merely that thistii® motive of which we are conscious in our lova, b
that this is the force, the divine power which teelalove in us. | put it to you, would we have Idve
God had He not first given His Son to die for usddHhere been no redeeming Sacrifice, would we
have had any love to God? Unredeemed men left andike fallen angels in their sin would have had
no more love of God than fallen angels have. Houldtthey? The great foundation of His love is the
Son given to redeem! God gives His Son, and saatse\His own love, and creates ours. Is not His love
seen to be the cause of ours when we rememberrgalva

But He might have given His Son to die for merpbed, and yet you and | might not have loved
Him because we might not have been aware of that fget. It is no small grace on God’s part th&, “
you is the word of this salvation sent.” While teathen have never heard it, by the arrangemehisof
gracious providence you have been favored wittgtha news! You have it in your homes in the form
of the Holy Scriptures! You hear it every Sundagnirthe pulpit! How would you have ever come to
love Him if He had not sent His gospel to you? Tiié of His Son Jesus and the providence which
leads the herald of mercy to the saved one’s domeaident causes of man’s love to God. But more
than this, Christ died and the gospel is preachetiy@t some men do not love Him! Why not? Be-
cause of the hardness of their hearts; but otth@feve Him—shall | trace this to the natural bettss
of their hearts? | dare not and much less do thbgre is no believer who would ask me to do sasn h
own case; | must trace it to the influence of th@yEpirit going with the revelation of the love Gibd
in Christ Jesus, affecting the heart, and credaith, and love, and every grace in the soul! Bethvif
you love God it is with no love of yours, but wittee love which He has planted in your bosom! Unre-
newed human nature is a soil in which love to Gald wot grow; there must be a taking away of the
rock, and asupernaturalchange of the barren ground into good soil, aed tis a rare plant from anoth-
er land, love must be planted in our hearts, astagwed by divine power or else it never will berid
there! There is no love to God in this world th&bf the right kind except that which was created a
formed by the love of God in the soul!

Put the two truths of God together—that the lo¥&sod isfirst, and that the love of God is the
causeof our love, and | think you will be inclined fromow on to be believers in what are commonly
called the doctrines of grace. To me it is very aZim@athat they are not received by all churchesbse
they are practically acknowledged by all Christiargen on their knees! They may preach as they like,
but they all pray according to the doctrines ofcgrand those doctrines are so consistent witkknes-
tian’s experience that it is notable that the olddyeliever becomes, and the more deeply he searche
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into divine truths, the more inclined he is to githe whole of the praise of his salvation to thacgrof
God—and to believe in those precious truths whiegmify not the free will of man, but the free grace
of the Ever Blessed! | need no better statemenybwn doctrinal belief than this, “We love Him be-
cause He first loved us.” | know it has been shat He loved us on the foresight of our faith, &nek,

and holiness. Of course the Lord had a clear fghe¢sf all these, but remember that He also had the
foresight of ouabsenceof love, and outack of faith, and ourwandering,and oursins! And surely His
foresight in one direction must be supposed toaipeas well as His foresight in the other diredtion
Remember also that God Himself did not foreseettiexe would be any love to Him in us arising out
of ourselvesfor there never has been any, and there nevebwllHe only foresaw that we should be-
lieve because Hgave us faithHe foresaw that we would repent becaldse Spirit would work repent-
ance in usHe foresaw that we should love becatbigeworked that love within us$ thereanythingin

the foresight that He means to give us such thihgscan account for His giving us such things? The
case is self-evident—His foresight of wirég means to do cannot be Heasonfor doing it! His eternal
purpose has made the gracious difference betweesated, and those who willfully perish in sin. Let
us give all the glory to His holy name, for to Hat the glory belongs. His preventing grace musteha
all the honor!

Il. Secondly, we shall use the text FOR EXPERIMENTAIE®RMATION. First, we learn thall
true believers love GodWe love Him,” and we all love Him for one reasdbecause He first loved
us.” All the children of God love their Father;d dot say that they all feel a&guallove, or that they all
feel as much love as they should. Who among us?dbedll not say that they do not sometimes give
cause to doubt their love. No, | will urge thaisitwvell for them to examine even as Christ examired
ter, and said, “Simon, son of Jonas, do you lov@'M&ut thereis love in the heart of every true-born
child of God; it is as necessary to spiritual B blood is to natural life. Rest assured thereneaer
been born into the kingdom of God one solitary witlial destitute of love for God. You may be defi-
cient in some virtues, (you should not be), butthet root of the matter may be you But if you are
without love, you are as a sounding brass, andtexklang cymbal. Whatever your outer works, though
you give your body to be burned, and all your gomd&eed the poor, yet if there is no love to God i
your soul, the mark of God’s sheep is not upon yma your lot is not the lot of His childreRest as-
sured that whoever is born of God loves God!

Observe carefully thieind of love which is essential to every Christian—"\Wge Him, because He
first loved us.” Much has been said about disirgiere love to God; there may be such a thing, and it
may be very admirable, but it is not mentioned heteist, beloved, we know what it is to love Goet
cause of His superlative excellence and goodnasstyshe more we know Him the more we shall love
Him for what He is; but unless we love HimecauseHe first loved uswhatever other sort of love we
may have or think we have, it does not prove usetehildren of GodThisis the love we must have!
The other form of love, if it is true, will grow up us afterwards; that however is not essentialneed
we unduly exalt it—loving God becauste first loved uss sufficient evidence of grace in the soul.
Gratitude has been vilified as a mean virtue, bdeed it is a noble emotion, and is one of the rfayst
cible of spiritual motives! Let a man love God adngly because of what He is, but yet there must ru
side by side with it thigratefullove of Godbecause He first loved him, or else he lackswath John
says is to be found in all the saints. Belovedndbvex yourselves about any supposedly higher de-
grees, but see to it that you love Him becauseitdeléved you. You may not be able to rise intosi
heights into which others of your brethren haveeaded because you are as yet only a babe in grace,
but you are safe enough if your love is of thisgercharacter—that it loves because it is loved.

Within this humble form of love, which is so esBal there dwells a gracious sense of unworthiness
necessary to a true Christian. We feel that wendiddeserve the love which God sheds upon us. This
humility we musthave or we lack one mark of a child of God. Theralso in this lowly form of gra-
cious affection a clear recognition of the facttttiee Lord’s love is graciously bestowed—and tHspa
is essential to a Christian, and becomes to himthie source of his obedience and affection. Ifaaam
only loves me as much asléserveo be loved, | do not feel under any very strobfigations, and con-
sequently do not feel any very intense gratitudet liBecause the Lord’s love is all of pure grace and
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comes to us as utterly undeserving, therefore we Kim in return. See whether such a humble, grate-
ful love towards God dwells in your hearts, foisia vital point.

Love to God wherever it is found is a sure evidesfdbe salvation of its possesstryou love the
Lord in the sense described, then He loved yot, farsd loves you now, you need no other evidente bu
this to assure yourself that you abide in the lov&od—that you love Him. | was told by a venerable
brother some little time ago a story of our fampusacher, Robert Hall. He charmed the most learned
by the majesty of his eloquence, but he was aslsiagp he was great, and he was never happier than
when conversing with poor believers upon experimlegbdliness. He was accustomed to make his
journeys on horseback, and having been preachidiiggtone he was on his way home when he was
stopped by a heavy snowfall at the little villageSibbertoft. The good man who kept the “Black
Swan,” a little village hostelry, came to him, amesought the preacher to take refuge beneath dis ro
assuring him that it would give him great joy tolesene him. Mr. Hall knew him to be one of the most
sincere Christians in the neighborhood, and theeedot off his horse, and went into the little ifiine
good man was delighted to provide him a bed, al,stoml a candlestick in the Prophet’s Chamber, for
that rustic inn contained such an apartment. Afler Hall had rested awhile by the fire, the landlor
said. “You must stay here all night sir, and if yamnot mind | will call in a few of my neighborsnd if
you feel that you could give us a sermon in mydapr they will all be glad to hear you.” “So letoig,
sir,” said Mr. Hall, and so it was! The taproom &ee his cathedral, and the “Black Swan,” the siign o
the gospel banner! The peasants came togethetthanshian of God poured out his soul before them
wondrously. They would never forget it, for to hédr. Hall was an event in any man’s life! After all
were gone, Mr. Hall sat down, and there came owarahfit of depression out of which he strove &eri
by conversation with his host. “Ah, sir,” said tgeeat preacher, “I am much burdened, and am led to
guestion my own condition before God. Tell me nasuat do you think is a sure evidence that a man is
a child of God.” “Well, Mr. Hall,” said the plain am, “| am sorry to see you so tried. You doubt your
self, but nobody else has any doubt about you;pehibe Lord will cheer and comfort you, but | am
afraid | am not qualified to do it.” “Never mindiiénd, never mind, tell me what you think is thestbe
evidence of a child of God?” “Well, | would sayr,sisaid he, “if a man loves God, he must be one of
God's children.” “Say you so,” said the mighty prkar, “then it is well with me!” And at that signiaé¢
began to magnify the Lord at such a rate that bardr afterwards said that it was wonderful to hear
him, as for about an hour he went on with glowiagnestness declaring the loveliness of God! “O sir,
he said who told the tale, “You should have heamd IHe said, ‘love God, sir? Why | cannot help lov-
ing Him! How could | do otherwise?’ “And then he mteon to speak about the Almighty and His love
and grace, extolling the Lord’s greatness, goodaadsglory in redemption, and all that He did fas H
people, till he said, ‘Thank you, thank you, myefd; if love to Him is an evidence of being God’s
child, 1 know I have it, for | cannot help lovingiH! | take no credit to myself; He is such a lovek-
ing, and has done so much for us that | should & orutish than any man if | did not love and ador
Him.” That which cheered that good and great md@art may perhaps cheer yours. If you love God,
you must have been loved God! True love could not have come into your heagny other conceiva-
ble way! And you may rest assured that you arebject of His eternal choice!

But ohif you do not love God, dear hearer, | invite youhink for a minute upon your statidkear
of God, and not love Him? You must be blind! Knomytning about His character, and not adore Him?
Your heart must be like the heart of Nabal whemas turned into stone! See God in Christ, bleedimg
the cross for His enemies, and not love Him? O, lyell cannot be guilty of a worst offense than!this
Here is love, shall it have no acknowledgment® Kaid that a man cannot feel that he is lovedowith
in some measure returning the flame, but what dhsdly of a mind which beholds Christ’'s love but
feels no love in return? It is brutish! It is desfl! God have mercy upon it! Breathe the same pr&@ye
unloving heart, and say, “Lord, forgive me, andMour Holy Spirit renew me, and give me from now
on to be able to say, ‘I, also, in my humble fashiove God because He first loved me.”

lIl. Thirdly, we shall use the text as a matter OF PRIGAL DIRECTION. | earnestly trust that
there are some here who although they do not laak d present, yet desire to do so. Well, deandkie
the text tells you how to love Godou say perhaps, “Oh, | shall love God when Iéhanproved my
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character, and when | have attended to the extdurtads of religion.” But are you going to get lotce
God out ofyourself?Is it there then? “No,” you say. How then will yget it from where it is not? You
may go often to an empty iron safe before you kilthg a thousand pound note out of it! And you may
look a long time to your own heart before you wiling out ofit a love to God which is not there! What
is the way by which a heart may be made to love?GHuk text shows us the method of the Holy Spirit;
He reveals the love of God to the heart, and therheart loves God in return! If then you are awakie
this morning to desire to love God, use the metwbdth the text suggests—meditate upon the great
love of God to man, especially upon this—“God seelb the world that He gave His only begotten Son
that whoever believes in Him should not perish, e everlasting life.” See clearly that you biytfa
trust your soul with Christ, and perceive thasitvast love which sets before you such a way ofasal
tion in which the only thing required of you is thau be nothing, and trust Christ to &eerything—

and even that faith He gives you agifh of His Spirit, so that the plan of salvation is @l His love. If

you want to repent do not so much consider youasithe love of Jesus in suffering for your sinjdfi
desire to believe do not so much study the doctmstudy the person of Jesus Christ upon the!cross
And if you desire to love think over perpetually iti breaks your heart, the great love of Jesusstin
laying down His life for His worthless foes! Theveof God is the birthplace of Holy love! Not thene
your hearts where you are attempting an absurdbosgsible feat, namely, to create love in the carnal
mind which cannot be reconciled to God, but tharéhe heart ofesusmust love be born, and then it
shall come down to you. You cannot force your mimh the condition of believing even a common
thing, nor can you sit there and say, “I will lo8e-and-So,” of whom you know nothing. Faith andelov
are second steps arising out of former steps. liFates by hearing,” and love comes by contempla-
tion. It flows out of a sense of the love of Chiisthe soul even as wine flows from the clustershie
winepress. Go to the fragrant mystery of redeentong, and tarry with it till in those beds of spsce
your own garments shall be made to smell of myand aloes, and cassia! There is no way of sweeten-
ing yourself but by tasting the Sweetness of J&usst! The honey of His love will make your whole
nature to be as a honeycomb—every cell of your madtshall drop sweetness!

Brothers and sisters, if we wish to sustain tive lve have received, we must do the same thing. At
the present moment you love God and desire stibte Him. Be wise, then, and feed your love on His
love—it is its best food. This is the honey whichl weep your sweetness sweet; this is the fireclhi
will keep your flame flaming. Could we be separdtedn the love of Christ, our love would die oWkdi
a lamp in yonder streets when cut off from the méia who quickened us into the life of love must
keep us alive or we shall become loveless ancitel

And if perhaps your love has grown somewhat ciblgou long to revive it, do not begin by doubt-
ing God’s love to you—that is not the way of rewgj but of weakening love! Believe in divine love,
my brothers and sisters, over the head of the esklof your heart! Trust in Jesus Christ as a siffine
you cannot rejoice in Him as a saint, and you gall your love back. You see the flowing fountainvho
it gushes with a constant stream? And here | baipgtcher, and set it down so that the stream sishe
into it, and fills it till it overflows. In this maner our souls ought to be filled with the loveQifrist. But
you have taken away your pitcher, and it has becemmgty, and now you say to yourself, “Alas, alas,
there is nothing here! What shall | do? This pitciseempty.” Do? Why do what you did fatst—go
and set it under the flowing stream, and it wilbsdoe full again! It will never get full by yourmeving
it into a dry place. Doubting is the death of low@hly by the hand of faith can love be fed with the
Bread of heaven; your tears will not fill it; youasngroan into it, but sighs and moans will notifillon-
ly the flowing fountain can fill the vacuum. Beliethat God still loves you, even if you are noamt
Believe in the mighty love of Christ towards simeand trust yourself with Him! And then His love
will come pouring in till your heart is again futh overflowing! If you want to rise to the very higst
state of love to Christ; if you desire ecstatic,joy to be perfectly consecrated; if you aim atAqos-
tle’s self-denial, or at a martyr’'s heroism, oydu would be as like to Christ as the spirits arbeaven,
no tool can engrave you to this image but His IdVe!force can fashion you to the model of Christ Je
sus but the love of Jesus Christ shed abroad ingaul by the Holy Spirit. Keep to this then, asat-
ter of practical direction; dwell in the love of Gto you that you may feel intense love to God.
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Once more, as a practical directignyou love God show it as God showed His lovedia Y ou
cannot do so in the same degree, but you may isdhemanner God loved the worthless; you love
the worthless; God loved His enemies; you love yengmies. The Lord loved them practically. Love
not in word only, but in deed and in truth. He Idweem to self-sacrifice, so that Jesus gave Hinfisel
us. You love to self-sacrifice also. Love God sattyou could die a thousand deaths for Him. Love Hi
till you make no provision for the flesh, but lieely for His glory. Let your heart burn with a flanthat
shall consume you till the zeal of God’s house Idm@le eaten you up. “We love HibecauseHe first
loved us,” therefore let us love Him as He lovetliet His love be both motive and model to us—

“Loved of my God, for Him again,
With love intense | burn.
Chosen of Him before time began
| choose Him in return.”

IV. Our text suggests to us AN ARGUMENTATIVE DEFENSEowwill see what | mean when |
observe first that our love to God seems to needpafogy. We have heard of an emperor casting eyes
of love upon a peasant girl. It would have been strois forher to have first looked up thim as likely
to be her husband! Everybody would have thoughttindre bereft of her senses had she done so, but
when themonarchlooked down uporner, and asked her to be his queen, that was anotimgy. tBhe
might take leave to love from his love! Often doeg soul say, “O God, | cannot help loving You, but
may |I? Can this poor heart of mine be allowed talsg its love to You? I—polluted and defiled, noth
ingness and emptiness, and sinfulness—may | sast, @6 | love You, O my God, almighty as You
are’? ‘Holy, holy, holy,’ is the salutation of tlseraphim, but may | say, ‘I love You, O my God'?ésf
| may, becausele first loved melThereis love’s license to soar so high—

“Yet | may love You, too, O Lord,
Almighty as You are,

For you have stooped to ask of me
The love of my poor heart!”

Then again if any should inquire of us as theydfidhe spouse, “What is your beloved more than
another beloved, O you fairest among women? Whgous beloved more than another beloved, that
you do so charge us? What is this passion thathywe for God, this love you bear to His incarnate
Son?” We have a conclusive argument as against, theem as we had a quietus for our own fears. We
reply, “We love Him, because He first loved us, @ngbu did but know that He loved you; if you did
but know that He had done for you what He has dones, you would love Him too! You would not
need to ask us why—you would wonder why you dolov¢ Him, too.”—

“His love, if all the nations knew,
Surely the whole world would love Him too.”
We shall not need to all eternity any other defdoséoving God than this, “Because He first louesl”

Here is also an argument for the lover of the aithodox faith. It has been said by some that the
doctrines of grace lead to licentiousness, butteut is a most excellent shield against that attack
Brothers and sisters, we believe that the Lorddave first, and most freely—not because of ourstear
prayers, nor because of our foreseen faith, noausex of anything in us—but first! Well, what comes
out of that? Do we therefore say, “If He loved usew we were in sin, let us continue in sin thatgra
may abound,” as some have wickedly said? God foiti@ inference we draw is, “We love Him be-
cause He first loved us.” Some can be swayed talihoby fear, but the Christian is sweetly drawn to
Holiness bylove We love Him not because we are afraid of beirgg cao hell if we do not—that fear
is gone—we who are justified by God can never bedemned! Nor because we are afraid of missing
heaven, for the inheritance is upon as many ofsuara joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Does thisdads
security lead us to carelessness? No, but in ptiopoas we see the greatness, and the infinityhef t
love of God, we love Him in return! And that lov@the basis of all Holiness and the groundwork of a
godly character. The doctrines of grace, thougarofhaligned, have proved in the hearts of those who
have believed them, the grandest stimulus to herioige! And he who affirms otherwise knows not
what he says!
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Last of all here is a noble argument to silengaiasaying world. Do you see what a wonderful text
we have here? It is a description of Christianign say they are weary of the old faith, and be¢pus
advance with the times—how shall we reply to théh@y need something better, do they? The philos-
ophers who pander to the age are going to givebitter religion than Christianity? Are they? Let u
see. We shall however wait very long before tha@sd promises will approximate to fulfillment. Let
rather look at what we already have. Our text ¢irele; here is lovelescendingrom heaven down to
man—and here is lova@scendingrom man to God—and so the circle is completece ®xt treats only
of love. We love the Lord, and He loves us. The tesembles Anacreon’s harp which resounded love.
Here is no word of strife, selfishness, anger,rayeAll is love, and love alone. Now it comes tass
that out of this love between God and His peopéeeitgrows, (see the context of my text), love tmme
for “he that loves God loves his brother also.” ®ikical essence of Christianityl®/e,and the great
master doctrine that we preach when we preach J&sust is this—“God has loved us, we love God,
and now we must love one another.” O you natiogtwospel do you desire better than this? Thss it
that will put aside your drums, your cannons, aodryswords! When men love God, and love each oth-
er, what need for all the bloodstained pageantmyasf? And this will end your slavery, for who wall
his brother his slave when he has learned to lbgarhage of God in every man? Who is he that will
oppress and domineer when he has learned to lev&dul, and love the creatures God has made? Be-
hold! Christianity is the Magna Charta of the umseg Here is the true, “Liberty, Equality, and [erai-
ty,” which men will seek for in vain in politics! éte is the sacred Communism which will injure no
man’s rights, but will respect every man’s griefed succor every man’s needs! Here is indeed tite bi
principle of the golden age of peace and joy, wtinenlion shall eat straw like the ox, and the welane
child shall play on the cockatrice’s den! Spreathé&n, and let it circulate throughout the wholelea-
God’s love first, our love to Him next! And thenetluniversal love which shuts not out a man of any
color, of any class, or of any name—nbut calls upgeelf to love both God and man because God is
loved!

The Lord bless this meditation to you by His Spfor Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 JOHN 4.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—19, 248, 810.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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