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“Him has God exalted with His right hand to be a iAce and a Savior,
for to give repentance to Israel and forgivenesssofs.”
Acts 5:31.

THE same fact appears very differently to differpabple. Our Lord Jesus, having risen from the
dead, was exalted with the right hand of God. Te® Xawish priests and rulers this wadreadful an-
nouncement. They could not endure to hear thatsJeguwom they slew and hanged on a tree, was yet
alive. As the murderer is startled at the apparibbthe ghost of the man he has slain, so wesethd-
ers altogether dismayed at the idea that Jesusodindth, whom they had nailed to the cross, was ris
from the grave. And they were astounded at the trewyght that He, whom they had put to death with
all the shame that they could devise, was withftlemight and majesty of God exalted to the highes
heavens. They were cut to the heart by the annoustieas though a sword had cut them in two, divid-
ing their very bones. Full of indignation, they safted how they could compass the death of those wh
had brought such evil tidings to their ears.

The fact had a very different effect upon the dpesThey were the friends of Jesus, and witnesses
to His majesty. And when they were certain thabuthh they had seen Him laid in the grave, He had
risen and had ascended, and was now sitting aighehand of God, even the Father, it filled thesth
the greatest boldness and consolation! They migtit speak in such a name, for it was assuredly di-
vine! He who had conquered death, and opened ties ghheaven must be able to take care of His own
followers, and therefore, with delight and couragey bearded His enemies in their dens! Thereneas
need for trembling—who could harm them? They bldshet—there was nothing to blush at, for it was
a triumphant cause! They feared not—there was ngtto fear, for the name high over all in heaven,
earth, and hell would surely protect them frompaltil'! What was to the rulers a source of dismag wa
to the apostles a cause of courage!

Let me now inquire of you all how this fact of tealtation of Christ impresses you? What do you
think of Christ? As time would fail me to pressst@nquiry upon all classes in this assembly, Ilshal
confine myself to those who have not yet found pesith God—and shall set the Ascended One before
them that inHim they may find salvation! That is to be my subjettwant, this morning, to discover
seekers! And by the help of God’s Holy Spirit | wam encourage them, to direct them, and if possibl
may this be the last morning in which they shallchBedseekersand the first day in which they shall
befinders! And may they, this day, know how sweet Christ ishtmse who find Him, and how inestima-
bly precious His salvation is to those who recéivy faith in Him!

| should be very glad, this morning, if we coulet gown to business, for a great deal of hearing is
not earnest hearing, but mere playing at hearing.many of you have ears to hear, and yet do alyt tr
hear. The word of God reaches the outward ear ard go further because you do not listen heartily
and with earnestness. Thousands of hearers arsgié&ators at a banquet who come into the gallery,
and look down upon the guests who are feastingnbelout they never taste a morsel themselves. For
them there are no dainties for actual tasting! Tloek at the oxen and the fatlings. They see theyen
ment of the feasters. Sometimes they even feal thei mouths watering for the good things, and they
almost envy those who are banqueting. But they a@oseek a place at the loaded tables for them-
selves—they remain lookers-on. | pray this mornengy may God hear the desire of my soul, that you
may all become partakers of the exceeding grace of G&himst Jesus at this moment! May you who
have fed, feed again as you see the feast prepaf@irist! And may you who have never ventured to
“taste and see that the Lord is good,” approactptbeisions of love this morning and be fed witledou
to the fullest! | want to see an end of mere wisles desires! | want to rejoice over the commencgme
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of actual faith and realized salvation! Let’s getwh to business, and let us have no more talk laytle
long to see you saved, and saved at once, or peyoapmay never be saved at all!

Seeker, you know right well that if you are everbe saved your salvation lies in Jesus Christ.
“There is none other name given under heaven wiesebmust be saved.” And you know that it is so!
The point is to obtain the salvation which is iatthame, and so to lay hold of Christ, that whatesed
in Him may become your own! May the Spirit of Gddds you, now, so that while we speak to our text
you may be led by it to actual salvation in Chiissus!

l. First, then, let me invite you to NOTE HIS TITLE&nd learn their meaning. He is called, “
Prince and a Saviot You must know the Savior or you cannot be saved important to you to un-
derstand the nature and character of Him whomdtehas set forth to be the only salvation of guilt
men. The Lord Jesus is here described to you umdeinstructive names which comprehend within
themselves the moat of His offices and relatiorsh@onsider him now with deep attention.

He is called @&rincefirst. This tells you that He is receivirgpnor at this time as the reward of His
sufferings on earth. While He was here below, He weated by His rebellious subjects as if He had
been a felon. What a mass of presents the Print¥atés has brought home from his foreign travels!
But when the Prince of glory visited His dominidrere below what did He take home with Him except
His wounds? “He came unto His own, and His ownix@teHim not.” The shame and the rejection are
now ended, and in glory, yonder, our Lord Jesusasifestly a Prince—reverenced, obeyed, and hon-
ored! Every angel in heaven delights to sing, “Yame the King of glory, O Christ!” The highest power
and potentates of the spiritual kingdom bow befdna, and hail Him—joyfully hail Him—as Lord
over all, blessed forever! His dominion extendsratkecreation. All things are put under His felde is
the Prince of the kings of the earth, yes, He igdlaf all! Think of Him, then, O seeking sinner,this
honorable estate! Let your mind conceive of Chasstvorthy of all the homage and reverence that you
can ever pay to Him! Do not approach Him withoui@es thought and careful reverence, for though
He is condescending and gentle, yet is He a Ptomadiom honor and obeisance must be paid!

The title of “Prince” in our Lord’s case signifiest only honor, but actuglower. His is no nominal
princedom—He has both glory and strength! Unto l4imgiven the mediatorial kingdom which includes
all power in heaven, and in earth, so that He i stgled, “the blessed and only Potentate.”—

“His hands the wheels of nature guide
With an unerring skill,

And countless worlds, extended wide,
Obey His sovereign will.”

Was it not said of old, “The government shall Ip@mu His shoulders, and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlagtiather, the Prince of Peace”? He is the Prifice o
the house of David! He opens, and no man shutshides, and no man opens. There is no boundary to
the power of Christ! If you seek His salvation nthiof Him as Almighty, and remember that His power
is now employed for the salvation of those whottmiddim. He is exalted on high to be a Prince tHat
may give repentance and forgiveness of sins—sotligapower which you see in Him is available for
your salvation! Is not this encouraging? Does h& temove those fears which are suggested by your
own feebleness? | desire that you may be led bpokeer of the Holy Spirit to conceive of our gloeid
Lord with the reverence which His honor deservesl with the confidence which His power should
command.

Remember, too, that a Prince signifies one whodaasinion. And if Christ is to be yours, today,
you must let Him have dominion over you. “He musgn.” He claims to be Master and Lord to those
who ask salvation at His hands—and is not the ckijust one? Whom should we serve but the Lord
who became a servant for our sakes? It must bersalvation is impossible! Those who serve sin are
not saved, nor can they be unless by being braogtdrve the Christ of God—

“This know, nor of the terms complain.

Where Jesus comes, He comes to reign.

To reign, and with no partial stray.

Lusts must be slain that disobey. ”
You must accept Jesus to be leader and command@utor you cannot win the battle of life! You
must yield Him loving obedience, or He will not tmarried to your souls. His dominion is sweetly tem-
pered by love, so that, as the prophet writes, “¥loall call Me no more Baali,” that is, “My Lordwith
a hardness of rulership, bighi, “My Lord,” because you are My man, My husbandei&so Jesus is
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our head and Lord, but His rule is that of supretffection. There must be obedience to Jesus iétlser
faith in Him, for true faith works by love. Will yorender it?

Thus, Christ Jesus our Prince is crowned with hosad clothed with power—and He rightly claims
and exercises dominion. | pray, dear hearer, tbat may pay homage before Him at once as your
Prince.

The other title of the text A Savior,” and this name, it seems to me, should be veligldéul to
every seeking soul. Struggling into light and prizievery ray of hope, it must be sweet to you tovkn
that the Son of God is still a Savior, though mestify a Prince! Observe hetfee perseverance of the
Lord’s love He was a Savior here below. He is a Savior nawlte has reached His throne. We read of
Him while on earth, “The Son of Man has come tdsa®d to save that which was lost.” And now that
He has gone, we still hear concerning Him, “He b&eatherefore, to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to matercession for them.” He has not paused in His
blessed work of love! “He is the Savior of the bddyavior He was when He wore the garment without
seam, and traversed the weary leagues of PaleS@wer He ismowthat He is girt about with a golden
belt, and sits upon the throne! And Savior He shalin His second advent, for which we look, even t
glorious appearing of our God and Savior! Savioni#s when He wept over Jerusalem. Savior He is,
still, though His eyes are like a flame of fire.dA8avior shall He be to His own redeemed when,rbefo
His glance, this earth shall flee away. Look uplton under that aspect.

O you who seek Him! Remember that our exalted lisra Savior in virtue othe prevalence of the
work which He achieved while here b&lowWhen He dwelt here among men, He was able te, dau
His salvation was not complete, for He had notsat, “It is finished.” Now His redeeming work is
done, and saving is a simple matter to Him. Neverte so well deserve the name of Savior as when
He climbed to His throne. The ransom price habedin paid and now, O Jesus, You are Savior, indeed!
The head of the serpent has been broken beneathhéel+—You are Savior, indeed! The gates of the
grave have been burst, the sepulcher is bereavid pfey, and the resurrection is brought to hght
You are, from now on, a Savior to the uttermostleéSus! “By Your agony and bloody sweat, by Your
cross and passion, by Your precious death andIBwau have finished salvation, and now our spirit
stall rejoice in God our Savior! | pray that youavkeek Him may have grace, this morning, to see Him
in the light of a Savior, as still pursuing the waf saving souls, but yet pursuing it only to apiiie
atonement which His death completed. Look at hinyo® ends of the earth, as the Savior, for such He
is, and there is none else!

If He is a Savior too, remember, this shows tontikng heartdhow approachable He .i&ou might
be abashed at coming to a Prince, but you may beueaged in coming to a Savior! O you that would
be rid of your sin, do you fear the Prince? Wellynyau, for He can punish you! But fear not, for the
Savior will forgive you! Diseased with sin, do ythink yourself unworthy of His princely presence?
Yet He is Physician as well as Prince—therefore e&avhere the glance of His eye or the touch of His
hand will make you perfectly whole! | wish | kneww to put my Lord before you in the best of words,
and describe Him so sweetly that you would all ifallove with Him, but, indeed, | believe Him to be
beautiful that if I can only convey to you tfantestidea of Him, you must be enamored of Him, if you
love that which is good and fair! While | am debarg Him, | feel | do but put a mist about Him. But
He is the sun, and He can break through my cloadguage, and cause your hearts to see Him in all
His glory.

“A Prince and a Savior.” Suppose | put the womigether and say, a Prince-Savior—one who is
lordly and kingly in the salvation which He bringsfe deals out no stinted grace, but makes us to re-
ceive of His fullness, grace for grace. Turn thlegithe other way, and reverse the order, any Helis
a Savior-Prince whose glory it is to save, whosg#om and power and dominion are all turned in full
force to achieve the work of rescuing His peoptarfrdestruction. “A Prince and a Savior.” This ie th
Christ to whom you must come, O you who would biéevdeed from your sins. Look to Him and live!

IIl. APPROACH HIM, THEN, UNDER THESE TWO CHARACTERS. lowld come to very close
guarters with you who are seeking the Lord, whiledge you to approach Jesus Christ &iace “And
how shall we do that?” you ask. | answer, come ito Ht once with thesorrowful confessiof your
past rebellion. You have lived, | do not know howrmy years, you unconverted ones, without paying
due homage to Jesus! You have known about Himyawthave not obeyed Him. Up to this moment
you have resisted His love and said, “Let us bidskbands asunder, and cast His cords from us.* Con
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fess this and be ashamed, for it is a great disgnatto be swayed by such love as that of Chitisd!a
great sin not to be in love with such an one as$ wach shines in the person of the Son of God! It
shows moral hardness of heart, and bluntness oépton. It shows prejudice of soul and ignorantce o
mind not to be, at once, the willing subject of BhrThese many years you have said, “I will noteha
this man to reign over me.” Oh, may the gentleiSpause you, now, to see the folly and the sithts
conduct! And may you confess it with tearful eyesiles you obey the bidding of the old Psalm, and
“Kiss the Son, lest He be angry.”

When you have confessed the past before this é&rthen | charge yoaccept His great purpose
and submit to His ruleHe is a Prince, therefore yield yourself to bs Blibject. Do you know what the
objective of His rule is? It is to make you lovedsand to be like God! You are created, and theegfor
launched upon the sea of existence! You cannotthedfact or alter it—your existence has bgaren
you, and you cannot lose it! How can this creatbgours be an eternal blessing, and the dangee-be
moved of its becoming a never-ending curse? The@nis simple—if you are right with your Creator,
you are right with everything! If you are recondil® Him, you will be happy in time and in eternity
But you cannot be right with your Creator until pgsilt is forgiven, and sin is given up—and thegdo
of wrongdoing, the love of everything that is camyrto His pure and Holy mind—is destroyed in you.
Now, Jesus comes in order that He may kill in yaeargthing that is contrary to the mind of God. He
comes to make you holy, yes, to make you perfecl! Wwu yield yourself to His gentle purpose? Are
you ready to obey His precepts by means of whichSirit will sanctify you wholly—spirit, soul, and
body? He is able to save from sin! His name issl€$ar He shall save His people from their sindd
you really wish to be saved from sin? Jesus onkedaa sick man, “Will you be made whole?” It is the
guestion which He asks of you today, dear friendu Yvould be glad to be saved from going to hell.
Yes, but that is not it. Do you desire to be saverh that which created hell, from that which ig tluel
of the unquenchable fire and the tooth of the umglyworm—namely, the love of iniquity, the love of
sin? Christ can save from sin, as a Savior, andl yea into the kingdom of righteousness of which He
is the Prince. Are you willing that He should d&so

If it is taken for granted that you have approactiee Lord Jesus in this way, | would next say, as
He is a Prince, surrender everything to Him. Cheisims of you that if you are saved, since it is
through His redemption, you should, from now onHie If He has redeemed you, then you belong to
Him—from now on you are not your own—you are bougith a price. It is an inevitable consequence
of being redeemed from death and hell by Jesusidbtbat you should be Christ’s forever. Oh, can you
lift your eyes to heaven, and say, “If He will have, | will cheerfully be His"? Can you make over
now, this morning, by the help of God’s Spirit, ydaody and your soul as a living sacrifice? Can you
give to Him, now, all that you owe and all that yimave? Could you stand at the foot of the cross and
say—

Y “And if | might make some reverse,
And duty did not call,
I love my God with zeal so great,
That | would give Him all™?
He asks it of you. Will you do it, O seeking sawill you do it? For if that is done, surely, the&hristis
to you a Prince and a Savior!

And if this is accomplished, and He is Lord, tlg&y your loving, loyal homage to your Prindge-
hold Him in His glory, where all the angels castiticrowns before Him while the elders adore Him
with vials full of sweet odors! If Christ is to ly@ur Savior, He must be your Prince, and you masth
a loyal attachment to Him, deep and true. Is thar thing to ask of you? | think it is the joyra life
to be the subject and the servant of King Jesus!mdme of the Queen stirs the British soldiersthea
and oftentimes, in the hour of battle, he has thoof his sovereign, and his country, and has lé#n
ing to lay down his life. But the love of Jesusimore intense passion, by far, and the loyaliy gbod
soldier to Jesus Christ is a stronger force thanlayalty to earthly princes! You must have thisb D
you see how right it is that you should have it®a&als such a one as Jesus we are proud to cherish a
love which many waters cannot quench! A love stesrthan death! Approach Him, then, with loving
hearts, or at least bring your hearts, and aslave themmadeloving.

You must also approach the Lord Jesus as Savimmdd proudly murmur at this. | have known
some who have been willing to take Christ for tleiampleand as theiteacher—and so far they have
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acknowledged Him as a Prince—but they cannot stahdt they should confess their need of a Savior!
But you must have Jesus as a Savior, as well asmeePor you will be lost forever! | do now affemt-

ately urge the sinner who is seeking mercy to cton€hrist Jesus, confessing that he needs a Savior.
Look at your sin, and consider your past life wathits transgressions. Are you not ashamed oArt?

you not afraid to stand before that judgment sdatres you must give an account for every idle word
that you have spoken? Does not conscience fillwiblu trembling? Well, come and tell the Savior! Tel
Him all! Pour out your heart before Him! Acknowlexlthat you are undone and condemned unless He
can, in His pity, obtain a pardon for you. Are yactually doing so, now? Let us get down to business
as | have said before! Make the confession, namfyour heart while we are yet speaking.

That done, since Christ is a Savibelieve that He is able to save ydeeing He died the bitter
death of the cross, suffering from divine justineaimost terrible manner upon Calvary, there mast b
in those five wounds, power enough to be the defdvery sin! O crimson blood, you must have merit
enough in you to wash out crimson sin! It must deHe who died upon the cross is God as well as per
fect man, and a sacrifice offered by Him must hisWmite power and efficacy to remove sin. Believe
this, also, and when you have believed it, theretstdnd that you musubmit yourself entirely to His
processes of salvatiokle is able to save you, but He has a way of Mis,@nd He willnot save you in
your way, but only in His way! And His way of savingwys to make you feel the smart and bitterness
of sin, to make you hate that sin, loathe it, antutn you from it forever! Thus He saves you—ane y
willing to have it so? Can you say, “Farewell,”ghmorning, to the sins you have loved so longhdset
any attraction to you, yet, in the harlots and fiioéous with whom you have spent your Father’s sub-
stance? Have you still a lingering love to thedanntry, or can you bid its citizens a long fard@&o
the swine attract you? Have you a hankering alfteriusks which they eat, so that you can refugm to
to Christ when He would take you away from the$i@fipleasures and degrading delights? Can you
say, “l cannot linger longer here. It is Sodom, #mel fire will soon descend from heaven! | musefle
for my life and look not behind me. | must and vdtl so, for Jesus takes me by the hand and leads me
on”? If you have sincerely done this, and you ailéng to have a divorce from your sins—all and tho
oughly—from table, bed, hearth, and in all waystsat sin and you shall no more be on loving terms,
then, | say, if you are willing for this, all youale now to do is torust your Savior Lean all your
weight on Him! Repose your whole self on Him! Yaesyour need of Him. You see His power to save
you, and you know what is meant by being saved,etgnaelivered from the power of sin—will you
now trust Him to make you pure? If you do, you haeme to Him as a Prince and a Savior, and He has
said, “Him that comes to Me | will in no wise casit,” and He will notcannotcast you out! This ap-
proach to the Lord Jesus should be made at thisemprwhere you now are! There is no need to go
elsewhere, or tarry for an hour. While yet you laeee, God’s Holy Spirit can enable you to come to
Christ as your Prince and your Savior.

| am putting the truth of God very plainly. | hasearcely used one figure of speech or a single or-
nament of language. | have tried to tell you thg wihsalvation very plainly. And having told yougén
do no more but earnestly ask you—will you have Brisice and Savior, or not? May the Spirit of God
persuade you to give the right reply!

lIl. In the third place, NOTE THE GIFTS OF THE LORD JESWHe is “exalted with God’s right
hand to give repentance and forgiveness of sinew M, dear hearer, you are distressed, this mggnin
beneath the burden of sin, | pray you to catclhiathlessed sentence, for there is honey here vahialh
take away the bitterness of your soul! | think &fteyou say, “Gladly would | have Christ as Priacel
Savior! I am willing enough, but this hard heahistrebellious will—what can | do with them?” Lis-
ten—"He is exalted to giveepentanc€ This does not mean, as some have said, to gpeeefor re-
pentance. We must not add words to Scripture! N&sdt mean to make repentance acceptable. Look
at the text, and no trace of such a meaning iethut, “to give repentance,” and repentance,fjtsel
intended, which is as much tlggt of the ascended Savior as the forgiveness whilkbwie upon it!
What is repentance? If we keep tolitsral meaning it is &hange of mindbut then it is a very wonder-
ful change of mind! He can give you to change ymimd about all the past so that the things which
pleased you shall grieve you! That which charmed shall disgust you! That which you do love you
shall hate, and that which you do desire you shialtior. This is His gift to Hishosen—} will take
away the stony heart out of their flesh, and | gille them a heart of flesh; a new heart, alsd, lvgive
them, and a right spirit will 1 put within them.” W&t a marvelous thing this change of mind as to the
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past is! He can also change your mind as toptiesentand thefuture, so that, instead of looking for
present pleasure, you will find your delight indte glory realized by faith! Do you understand nite?
shall be pleasure enough to you to think of theglees at God’s right hand forevermore! Jesus can
save you from living like the beast which looks aathour ahead, but is content with the pastureraro
it—and will even walk into the slaughterhouse tosken—so little does it know what is reserveditbr
Jesus can save you from being so brutish, and y@kdook into the eternal future with the eyes of a
wise man! He can give you a good hope, and ingmtewith a good objective worthy of the eternity
which lies before you. Christ can give such a clkaafymind as shall make the whole world seem
new—and yourself most changed of all!

Repentance includes a most necessary sense @nsirthe Savior can give you this by His Spirit.
He can fill your soul with the barbed arrows of ewmtion till your heart bleeds with inward grief @e-
count of sin, or He can work more gently, and myde repent by melting you beneath the smiles of His
love. He can make you sing—

“Your mercy is more than a match for my heart,

Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart.

Dissolved by Your goodness, | fall to the ground

And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found.”
He can work in you desires after holiness, andeldatrf every false way. He can take the guile out of
your soul as well as the guilt out of your life. ldan give you to be true and upright before Hing an
cleansed in the inward parts.

Everything that is included in “repentance” Je€imist is exalted tg@ive Now, if no one obtains
repentance, then Christ is exalted in vain—but smdg must have it, for Christ is not exalted innlai
Why, then, should YOU not have it? You need it! Ybeart seems hard as granite and cold as a block
of ice. Well, if you need it, why should you notveait? To whom does a man give his alms but to the
needy? Do not the wise distribute their gifts tosia who need them? If you need them, come ang/freel
take them! Repentance will not spring out of yonramewed heart, but the Prince and Savior canecreat
it in you! Come to Him for it—

“True belief and true repentance,

Every grace that brings You nigh,

Without money,

Come to Jesus Christ and buy.”
Here | preach Christ not merely to penitent sinnleus to impenitent sinners! O rock, be smasheti wit
this rod! The cross can fetch the waters of repe@aut of stony hearts! O hard heart, be melted wi
this sacred fire! The fire of Jesus’ love can desdhe northern iron and steel of obdurate impaTué!
He is exalted on high tgiverepentance! Therefore, O sinners, look to Hinrémentance!

It is added as His second gift, “to gif@giveness.And the forgiveness which Jesus gives is very
blessed. | pray you, seeking soul, pay attentiogaith word | now say on this point. He can pasacan
of amnesty and oblivion for all your sins. If Herdoves you, all your transgressions shall be asgho
they had never been! He will make clean work oblgtting out every record of your sin so that in
God’s book there shall be no grieving memory ofrybaving been a sinner at all! So powerful is the
atoning blood that all manner of sin and transgoesshall be forgiven unto men for its sake. Sins
against a holy God, sins against Christ’s love blodd, sins against conscience, sins against the la
sins against the gospel, sins which have lain ur ymnes from your youth up, sins of your middle,ag
sins of your old age, aggravated sins, black siaginable sins—all are gone when He says, “I have
blotted out your sins like a cloud, and as a thilckid your transgressions.” Jesus has gone to heave
purpose to give this complete forgiveness!

Now mark, when full forgiveness comes it bringshwit the eternal removal of the penalty! The for-
given man cannot be punished! For him there isailp ho worm that dies not, nor fire that never ban
guenched. God cannot forgive and then punish! Iféteoves your transgressions from you as far as the
east is from the west, then who is he that shgllalaything to your charge? Who is he that can con-
demn? And who is he that can punish you?

With the pardon of sin there shall come also #oraton of every privilege. All that Adam had in
the garden you shall have to be yours—not all t§ #njoy just now—~but all anshorethan all shall be
restored to you, for the man who wears the righgress of Christ, and is accepted in the Beloved may
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not have a paradise on earth, but he has a paraldse! For him there may be no golden apples of
Eden, but there shall be the fruit of the tredfef bf which he shall eat forever and ever—
“What Adam had, and forfeited for us all,
Christ has who cannot fail nor fall.”
He that believes on Christ Jesus shall dwell issbband be satisfied with the goodness of the !Lord
And mark you once again you shall, when forgiveeive quiet in your soufor when you are par-
doned, all the hurly-burly of your spirit shall tumto a deep calm. You shall have the “peace ad Go
which passes all understanding” to “keep your haad mind by Christ Jesus.” “Oh,” says one, “I
would give my eyes for it!” You shall have it withbgiving your eyes! Give youreart—no, and not
even give your heart as a price for it—take thesditgyfreely, for freely it is given! Jesus is exalted on
high that He may grant free pardons to great offesid come back to that statement—if Jesus istexal
ed on purpose to give pardon, then if He dostgive forgiveness to someone, He is exalted in'ude
MUST, therefore, give it to some—why should He bestow it uporyou?
The text says, “to give repentance to Israel.” Vhd what was Israel? The people of Israel, in our
Lord’s time, were surely the very worst of sinndts, it was by them that the Lord was nailed to the
cross! It was the Jews who cried, “Crucify Him! Cify Him!” It means, then, that Jesus is exalted to
give repentance and pardon to the chief of sinrard,if | am one, if, instead of blaming Jews @ th
Romans, | blame myself! If | take the death of Ghon my own shoulders, and say—
“Twas you my sins, my cruel sins,
His chief tormentors were!
Each of my crimes became a nail,
And unbelief the spear,”

then He is exalted to give me repentance and remnigsr my great sins!

Do | need to ask you, will you have these twos@ifAh, friends, it shows how deep is the depravity
of the human heart that we should have need tc es Master’'s mercies on you. If sin were not a
madness, it would only need the preacher to condetelh about this blessed gospel, and you would
begin to sing, “How beautiful upon the mountains tre feet of him that brings good tidings, thabpu
lishes salvation, that said unto Zion, Your Godjmeias a Prince and a Savior in heaven.” Insteag; h
ever, of offering my Lord a joyful reception, somyou will count it a weariness to be entreated an
pleaded with. | feel in my own soul that though Mgster enables me to put these things before you,
you will not receive them unless His love forcesiy®@/e can bring the horse to the water, but we @ann
make it drink. And we can bring Christ before ybut we cannot make you accept Him. | pray that
there may be some soft relenting, some gentle mgedti your spirit this very morning, for, “unto yas
the word of this salvation sent.”

My dear hearer, | may never have addressed yaudodflappy shall | be if at the very first assdult
win your soul for my Master! Or perhaps | have sokvith you many, many times, and my voice is
getting rather stale and flat to you. Well, I amirgaf | mar the message, but still it is so gobeatt
though | stammered it, you ought, still, to catthtand say, “Yes, if He is exalted to give re@erde
and pardon, here is my bosom, Lord! Pour them bathmy soul at this good hour.”

IV. As | said to you about the titles, approach thedLiesus as such, so now | say about His gifts—
ASK HIM FOR THEM. Ask now, at this moment! Agains&y | want you to get down to business, and
be doing as well as listening. While | am speaking, may iwdy Spirit incline your hearts to practical
obedience! At this moment ask the Lord Jesusiblyfor repentance and pardon. You do not deserve
these gifts—if He leaves you to perish He will bstj He will have mercy on whom He will have mer-
cy, and He will have compassion on whom He willdhaempassion. You have no claim to His love and
must not set up any! Your heart is hard, and Heleawe you in your unbelief. You are guilty, and He
can justly leave you to bear your punishment. Asknbly, therefore, not daring to claim anything, but
appealing to His sovereign grace. Say—

“O save a guilty sinner, Lord,

Whose hope still hovering round Your word
Would light on some sweet promise there,
Some sure support against despair.”

Askimportunately Do not come to mercy’s gate, this morning, wittodd heart, and unwilling spir-
it. Come with this resolve, “I will not leave theoss till my sins have left me. | will plead foretlyrace
of God until I obtain it. With importunity will | westle saying—
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‘Lord, | cannot let You go

Till a blessing You bestow.”
The angel is near this morning! Seize Him! GraspHAnd if He seems to fling you off, hold to Him,
still, and say, “I will not let You go except yoleks me, and bless me now!” You will get the blegsi
you can pray like that! Pray with deep humilitychase you are unworthy, but with violent importynit
because you are in such fearful peril and you ctendure to be lost!

But | ask you to prayelievingly,and this is indeed the heart of the matter. Askrémission and
repentance, this morning, believing that Christ gase it, and believing that He is as willing as lde
able. If you can look up and see those dear eyashwtept over sinners. If you can see those wounds,
still open for sinners like so many gates of heayen will perceive that Jesus still calls to youdaids
you trust Him! Do not think Him unwilling to forgex That would be too cruel a suspicion after He has
died! Trust Him wholly, only, sincerely, solely! Ma done with those works and prayers, and tears
which you have been known to rely upon! All thauyever did to save yourself must be undone! Na-
ture’s spinning must all be unraveled—her fig lesawall wither—sin’s nakedness requires a better-cov
ering. Your only hope lies in Him who is Prince a@alvior. Cry at once to Him—

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Your kind arms | fall;

You are my strength and righteousness,

My Jesus, and my all.”
And—and this is the last wordask now Do not put me off this morning! | am in earnesten if you
are not! But oh, it igour soul, not mine, that is now at stake! | pray yourbearnest, O man, and be so
now! Perhaps you will never hear another plea! diyrbe this is the last Sabbath you will spend on
earth! Where will you be if you reject the SavidWhere the Sabbath bell shall never ring out itglgap
summons! Where the silver voice of mercy shall neagain salute you! Thelie another world—you
will not die like a dog! There is mdgmentto come and you will have to stand before your &fako
give an account of all your life! There is an easting punishment as surely as there is an etegnal
ward. Now | ask you, and | charge you, to go ndhier till you have answered this question—is it
worthwhile to lose your soul for whatever you canngby it? The Romans, when they meant to bring
things to an issue with an Oriental tyrant, seeirtambassador. And the ambassador was to bring his
answer back—yes or no, war or peace. What do yiol the ambassador did? When he saw the king,
he stooped down, and with his wand he drew a rpanuhe ground round the monarch. And then he
said, “Step outside that ring, and it means wah Wibme. Before you leave that circle you must accep
our terms of peace, or know that Rome will useuterost force to fight with you.” | draw a ring rodin
you while you are sitting in that pew, or standinghat aisle, and | demand an answer! Sinner, yoili
now be saved or not? Today is the accepted timdayf s the day of salvation! O Holy Spirit, leae th
sinner to now ask, and he shall receive! To beliane he shall be saved. Amen and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ACTS 5:17-42.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—304, 569, 332.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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