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“And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat teselah: and Enoch walked
with God, after he begat Methuselah, three hundngehars, and begat sons
and daughters: and all the days of Enoch were thimendred sixty
and five years: and Enoch walked with God: and hasv
not; for God took him.”
Genesis 5:21-24.

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should no¢s death, and was not found because
God had translated him: for before his translatidre had this testimony, that he
pleased God. But without faith it is impossibleptease Him: for he
that comes to God must believe that He is, and tHatis a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”
Hebrews 11:5, 6.

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophes@dhese, saying, Behold, the Lord
comes with ten thousands of His saints, to exegutigment upon all, and to convince
all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodteeds which they have ungodly
committed, and of all their hard speeches which wally sinners have spoken against Him.”
Jude 1:14, 15.

THE three passages of Scripture which | have readath the authentic information we have con-
cerning Enoch. It would be idle to supplement ithathe fictions of ancient commentators. Enoch is
called the seventh from Adam, to distinguish hionfrthe other Enoch of the line of Cain, who was the
third from Adam. In the first patriarchs God was pleatethanifest to men portions of His truth in ref-
erence to true religion. These men of the oldemsinvere not only, themselves, taught of God, bey th
were also teachers of their age and types in whieat gruths of God were exhibited. Abel taught the
need of approaching the Lord with sacrifice, thechef the atonement by blood—he laid the lamb upon
the altar and sealed his testimony with his owrotlocAtonement is so precious a truth of God that to
die for its defense is a worthy deed and from tiey Virst it is a doctrine which has secured itgtyrs,
who being dead yet speak.

Then Seth and Enos taught men the necessity sftiaad avowal of their faith in the Lord and the
need of assembling for His worship, for we readceoning the days of Enos and Seth, “Then began
men to call upon the name of the Lord.” Those wlwskipped through the atoning sacrifice separated
themselves from the rest of men, assembled a charttte name of the Lord and worshipped, calling
upon the name of Jehovah. The heart must firsebelin the great sacrifice with Abel and then the
mouth must confess the same with Seth. Then caroehEmwhose life went beyond the reception and
confession of the atonement, for he set before tmeigreat truth of communion with God. He displayed
in his life the relation of the believer to the Mésgh and showed how near the living God condedsen
to be to His own children. May our progress in kiedge be similar to the growth of the patriarchal
teaching! Brothers and sisters, you know as Abe)] tlie sacrificial Lamb. Your confidence is in the
precious blood and so by faith you bring to God rifst acceptable of all offerings. Having advanced
so far, the most of us have proceeded a step furdimel we have called upon the name and are the
avowed followers of Jesus. We have given ourselye$o the Lord in the solemn burial of baptism,
when we were baptized into the name of the Fatret,of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, because we
reckoned ourselves dead in Christ to the entirddvand risen with Him into newness of life. Hence-
forth the divine name is named on us and we am@r@ our own.

And now we gather together in our church capavitg.assemble around the table of fellowship, we
unite in our meetings for prayer and worship arel ¢dbnter for us all is the name of the Lord. We are
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separated from the world and set apart to be al@edp declare His name. Thus far so good—we have
seen the sacrifice of Jesus as the way with Abel.n&ve avowed the truth with Seth. Now let us take
the next step ankhowthe life with Enoch. Let us endeavor to walk wibd as Enoch did!

Perhaps a meditation upon the holy patriarchésrifay help us to imitate it. While considering what
he was and under what circumstances he came to, beesmay, by the Holy Spirit, be helped to reach
the point to which he attained. This is the desirevery godly man! All the saints desire communion
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. ddvestant cry of our soul is to our Lord, “Abide lwvit
me.” | buried, yesterday, one of the excellenthaf €arth who loved and feared and served his God fa
better than most of us. He was an eminently delsoather. One of the last wishes of his heart he had
committed to writing in a letter to a friend, whiee little thought of dying. It was this, “I haveniged to
realize the life of Enoch and to walk with God.—

“Oh for a closer walk with God!”
He did but write what you and | feel. If such amuydesires, and such | feel sure they are, a$ysase
you are the Lord’s people, then | hope a considmraif the life of Enoch may help you towards tee r
alization of your wish.

First, thenwhat does Enoch’s walking with God implif is a short description of a man’s life, but
there is a mint of meaning in it. Secondhlhat circumstances were connected with his remaekisfie?
These are highly instructive. And thirdlyhat was the close of?iit was as remarkable as the life itself.

l. First, then, WHAT IS MEANT BY ENOCH’S WALKING WITHGOD? Paul helps us with our
first observation upon this by his note in Hebreiis walk with God was a testimony thHahoch was
well-pleasing to God“Before his translation he had this testimongtthe pleased God.” This is evi-
dently the apostle’s interpretation of his walkingh God and it is a most correct one, for the Lawill
not walk with a man in whom He has no pleasure. @anwalk together, except they are agreed? If
men walk contrary to God, He will not walkith them, but contrary to them. Walking together implie
amity, friendship, intimacy, love—and these canexist between God and the soul unless the man is
acceptable unto the Lord. Doubtless Enoch, likg@Eliwas a man of like passions with ourselves. He
had fallen with the rest of mankind in the sin afafn. There was sin about him, as there is sin almut
by nature, and he had gone astray in act and deatl @we, like sheep, have done. Therefore he mkede
pardon and cleansing, even as we do. Then to lasipewith God it was necessary that he should be
forgiven and justified, even as we are—for no mam loe pleasing to God till sin is pardoned andtrigh
eousness ignputed To this end there must laith, for there can be npustification except by faith.
And as we have said, already, there is no pleaSodjexcept our persons are justified. Right whknt
does the apostle say, “Without faith it is impossiio please God,” and by faith Enoch was madesplea
ing to God, even as we are at this day. This ighyoof earnest notice, brothers and sisters, bectns
way of faith is open tais If Enoch had been pleasing to God by virtue ehee@xtraordinary gifts and
talents, or by reason of marvelous achievementsvaratulous works, we might have been in despair!
But if he was pleasing to God throufgith, that same faith which saved the dying thief, #ahe faith
which has been worked in you and in me—then th&etigate at the head of the way in which men
walk with God is open to us, also! If we have faith may enter into fellowship with the Lord! How
this ought to endear faith to us! The highest gsamfespiritual life depend upon the lower ones asd
out of them. If you want to walk with God as a n@nGod, you must begin by believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ, simply, as a babe in grace! The btgtentship must commence by the confession af you
sinnership and your laying hold upon Christ crucified. Ndherwise does the strongest believer live
than the weakest believer—and if you are to growd@mong the strongest of the Lord’s warriors—it
must be by faith which lays hold upon divine stténd3eginning in the Spirit you are not to be made
perfect in theflesh You are not to proceed a certain distance, lf fai Christ, and then to commence
living by your own works—your walk is to continue & begun. “As you have received Christ Jesus the
Lord so walk you in Him.” Enoch was always pleasingGod, but it was because he always believed
and lived in the power of his faith. This is wokihowing and remembering, for we may yet be tempted
to strive for some imaginary higher style of ratigs life by looking to oufeelingsinstead of looking
alone to the Lord! We must not remove our eyes flooking, alone, to Jesus, Himself, even to admire
His image within ourselves—for if we do we shall lgackward rather than forward. No, beloved, by
faith Enoch became pleasing to God and by faithvél&ed with God—Iet us follow in his footprints.

Next, when we read that Enoch walked with God weeta understand thdwe realized the divine
presenceYou cannot consciously walk with a person whasstence is not known to you. When we
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walk with a man, we know that he is there. We hHearfootsteps if we cannot see his face. We have
some very clear perception that there is a persauraside. Now, it we look to Hebrews again, Paul
tells us, “He that comes to God must believe thaidiand that He is the rewarder of them thagelilt-

ly seek Him.” Enoch’s faith, then, wasr@alizing faith. He did not believe things as a matter afedcr
and then put them up on the shelf out of the waypa many of us do today—he was not merely ortho-
dox in hishead—but the truth of God had entered into hmsart What he believed was true to him,
practically true, true as a matter of fact in hasl\dlife. He walked with God—it was not that he naly
thoughtof God, that hespeculatecabout God, that harguedabout God, that heead about God, that he
talkedabout God—havalkedwith God, which is the practical and experimemiatt of true godliness!

In his daily life he realized that God was with hamd he regarded Him adigng God, in whom he
confided and by whom he was loved. Oh, belovedyalonot see that if you are to reach to the highest
style of Christian life, you must do it through treslization of those very things which, by faiylou
have received? Grasp them! Let them be to you anbstand evidence. Make them sure, look upon
them, handle them, taste them in your inmost sndlso know them beyond all question. You must see
Him who is invisible and possess that which carb®as yet enjoyed. Believe not only that God is, bu
that He is the rewarder of them that diligentlyksetm, for this, according to Paul, is the Enochifa
God realized as existing, observing, judging eawardinghuman deeds—a real God, really with us—
this we must know, or there is no walking with God.

Then, as we read that Enoch walked with God, we Im® doubt it signifies thdte had very famil-
iar communiorwith the Most High. | scarcely know a communionttisamore free, pleasant and cordial
than that which arises out of constant walking vétfriend. If | wished to find a man’s most familia
friend, it would surely be one with whom he wallaally. If you were to say, “I sometimes go into his
house and sit a little while with him,” it would hamount to so much as when you can say, “I have,
from day to day, walked the fields and climbed hiiks with him.” In walking, friends become commu-
nicative—one tells his trouble and the other sgit@console him under it—and then imparts to hisn h
own secret in return. When persons are constamtlya habit of walking together from choice, youyma
be quite sure there are many communications betiyesn with which no stranger may intermeddle. If
| wanted to know a man through and through, | sthavént to walk with him for a time, for walking
communion brings out parts of the man which eveddmestic life may be concealed. Walking for a
continuance implies and engenders close fellowahggreat familiarity between friends. But will God
in very deed, thus walk with men? Yes, He did sthvidnoch and He has done so with many of His
people since. He tells us His secret, the secrddteof.ord, which He reveals only to them that fidam.

And we tell Him, alike, our joys in praise, our gaws in prayer and our sins in confession. Thethear
unloads itself of all its cares into the heart afnHhat cares for us! And the Lord pours forth Heods

of goodness as He imparts to His beloved ones sesefinHis own everlasting love to them. This is the
very flower and sweetness of Christian experiertsdijly and its rose, its calamus and myrrh. luyo
would taste the cream of Christian life, it is fduim having a realizing faith and entering intarnmate
communion with the heavenly Father. So Enoch walkaia God.

Next it is implied in the term, “walked,” thditis communion with God was continuoés an old
divine has well remarked, he did not take a turtmar with God and then leave His company, but he
walked with God for hundreds of years! It is imglien the text that this was the tenor of his life
throughout the whole of its 365 years. Enoch walkgith God after Methuselah had been born, 300
years, and doubtless he had walked with Him befieat a splendid walk! A walk of 300 years! One
might desire a change of company if he walked waitiibody else, but to walk with God for three centu-
ries was so sweet that the patriarch kept on wghnalk until he walked beyond time and space—and
walked into paradise—where he is still marchingrothe same divine society! He had heaven on earth
and it was, therefore, not so amazing that he dla®ay from earth to heaven so easily. He did not
commune with God by fits and starts, but he abadée conscious love of God. He did not, now and
then, climb to the heights of elevated piety anehtdescend into the marshy valley of lukewarmness,
but he continued in the calm, happy, equable engmgrof fellowship with God from day to day. Night
with its sleep did not suspend it. Day with itsesadid not endanger it. It was not a run, a rudbap, a
spurt, but a steady walk. On, on, through thregohagenturies and more did Enoch continue to walk
with God!

It is implied, also, in this phrase tHas life was progressivéor if a man walks either by himself or
with anybody else, he makes progress, he goes fdnianoch walked with God. At the end of 200
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years he was not where he began. He was in the sampany, but he had gone forward in the right
way. At the end of the third hundred years Enogbysd more, understood more, loved more, had re-
ceived more and could give out more, for he hadegonward in all respects. A man who walks with
God will necessarily grow in grace and in the knedlge of God and in likeness to Christ. You cannot
suppose a perpetual walk with God, year after yedhout the favored person being strengthened,
sanctified, instructed and rendered more able aafglGod. So | gather that Enoch’s life was a life
spiritual progress. He went from strength to stterammd made headway in the gracious pilgrimage. May
God grant us to be pressing onward, ourselves.

Just a few more observations upon Enoch’s walKKiItio’s Daily Bible Pleadings” there is an ex-
ceedingly pleasing piece illustrating what it mhetto walk with God by the figure of a father’sitak
his little son by the hand, and walking forth withm upon the breezy hills. Kitto says, “As thatldhi
walks with you, so do you walk with God. That chittles you now; the world—the cold and cruel
world—has not yet come between his heart and ydussiove is the purest and most beautiful he will
ever feel, or you will ever receive. Cherish it lwvahd as that child walksvingly with you, so do you
walk lovingly with God.” It is a delight to such children witheih fathers. The roughness of the way or
of the weather is nothing to them—it is joy enouglyo for a walk with father. There is a warm, tend
affectionate grip of the hand and a beaming snfita@eyes as they look up to father while he catslu
them over hill and dale. Such a wallhismble too, for the child looks upon its father as theaggst and
wisest man that ever lived! He considers him tahgeincarnation of everything that is strong andewi
All that his father says or does he admires. Asvhlks along, he feels the utmost affection for fais
ther, but higeverenceas equally strong. He is very near his father, ymithe is only a child, and looks
up to his father as his king. Moreover such a walé&ne ofperfect confidencelhe boy is not afraid of
missing his way. He trusts implicitly his fathegsiidance. His father's arm will screen him from all
danger, and therefore, he does not so much astgviought—why should he? If care is needed as to
the road, it is his father’s business to see &nd the child, therefore, never dreams of anxietyww
should he? If any difficult place is to be pasgée, father will have to lift the boy over it, orlpehim
through it—the child, meanwhile, is merry as a bighy should he not be? Thus should the believer
walk with God, resting on eternal tenderness ajalciag in undoubted love! A believer should be un-
conscious of dread either as to the present draduture. Beloved friends in Christ, your Fatherynbe
trusted, He will supply all your needs—

“You are as much His care as if beside
No man or angel lived in heaven or earth.”

What aninstructivewalk a child has with a wise, communicative paréfdiv many of his little puz-
Zles are explained to him, how everything about tEntluminated by the father's wisdom! Every step
the boy takes, he becomes the wiser for such compsnp. Oh, happy are the children of God who
have been taught of their Father while they havikedbwith Him! Enoch must have been a man of pro-
found knowledge and great wisdom as to divine thifte must have dived into the deep things of God
beyond most men.

His life must also have beerhaly life, because he walked with God, for God neverkaalut of the
way of holiness. If we walk with God, we must walkcording to truth, justice, and love. The Lord has
no company with the unjust and rebellious, andetoee, we know that he who walked with God must
have been an upright and holy man.

Enoch’s life must, moreover, have beehappyone. Who could be unhappy with such a compan-
ion! With God Himself to be with us, the way carveebe dreary. “Yes, though | walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death | will fear no evil, f6ou are with me.” Granted that God is your compani
and your road must be a way of pleasantness aathappeace.

Did Enoch walk with God? Then his pilgrimage mhave been safe. What a guard is the Great Je-
hovah! He is sun and shield! He gives grace andyglde that dwells in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of the AlmigiNgthing can harm the man who is walking with the
Lord God at his right hand.

And oh, what arhonorit is to walk with the Eternal! Many a man wouldrgithousands to walk
with a king. Numbers of people are such worshippéignities that if a king did but smile at thérey
would be intoxicated with delight! What, then, Ieethonor of walking with the King of kings? What a
patent of nobility it is to be permitted to walktivithe blessed and only Potentate all one’s lifegt
Who is he that is thus favored to be the King’'s pamon, to walk alone with Him and to become His
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familiar friend? Jehovah rules earth and heaved,hefi. He is Lord of all who shall walk with Hint

it were only for the honor of it, oh Christianswgou ought to desire to walk with God! Enoch founhd
safe, happy, holy, honorable, and | know not hovelminore that is excellent! But certainly this was a
golden life—where shall we find anything to equal i

Il. Secondly, let us consider WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WERBENXNECTED WITH ENOCH’'S
WALKING WITH GOD. The first remark is thahe details of his life are vefgw. We do not know
much about Enoch and this is to his advantage. Hapghe nation which has no history, for a nation
which hasa history has been vexed with wars, revolutiors laloodshed. But a nation that is always
happy, peaceful and prosperous has no chronicitrtact the lover of sensations. Happy is Enoch tha
we cannot write a long biography of him! The fewrdsy “Enoch walked with God,” suffice to depict
his whole career, until, “he was not, for God tdok.” If you go and look at a farmer’s field andwo
say of it when you come back, “I saw yellow flowevering it till it seemed as a cloth of gold. And
then | spied out, here and there, white flowers Bkver buttons set on the golden vesture. | ats@
blue corn-flowers looking up with their lovely eyesusing the whole field to sparkle,” you woulchth
that it is a very pretty field if you are a chilBut the farmer shakes his head, for he knows thatin
bad condition and overrun with weeds! But if yoummoback and simply say, “It is as fine a wheatdfiel
as ever grew and that is all,” then your descripttbough brief, is very satisfactory. Many of taataz-
zling events and striking incidents and sensatiadaentures which go to make up an interesting-biog
raphy may attract attention, but they do not méerisd the real excellence of the life. No life campass
that of a man who quietly continues to serve Gothenplace where providence has placed him. | be-
lieve that in the judgment of angels and all puiedad beings, that a woman’s life is most to be ad-
mired which consists simply of this—*She loved therd and did all she could for Him.” And that
man'’s life shall be the most noteworthy of whongah be said, “He followed the Lord fully.” Enoch’s
life has no adventures. But is it not adventureugh, for a man to walk with God? What ambition can
crave a nobler existence than abiding in fellowstigh the Eternal?

But some will say, “Well, but Enoch must have beeny peculiarly situated. He was, no doubt,
placed in very advantageous circumstances for pidlgw, observe that this was not so, for firsg
was a public manHe is called the “seventh from Adam.” He waso#éableman and looked up to as one
of the fathers of his age. A patriarch in thosesdiamst have been a marked man, loaded with responsi
bility as well as with honor. The ancient customswiaat the head of the family was prophet, priest a
king in his household. And abroad, if he was a mfstation and substance, he was counselor, magis-
trate and ruler. Enoch was a great man in his diag,0f the most important of the period. Therefwee
may be sure he had his trials and bore the bruoppbsition from the powerful ungodly party which
opposed the ways of godliness. He is mentioned gnaomoble list of men. Some have unwisely
thought, “I could walk with God if | had a littleottage, if | lived in a quiet village, but you seam a
public man, | occupy a position of trust and | h&enix with my fellow men. | do not see how | am t
walk with God.” Ah, my dear friend, Enoch did! Thgiuhe was, undoubtedly, a man distinguished in
his time and full of public cares, yet he lost tia thread of sacred converse with heaven, butdreld
his holy course through a life of centuries.

Note again thaEnoch was a family mafiEnoch walked with God and begat sons and daugfite
Some have said, “Ah, you cannot live as you likgoifi have a lot of children about you. Do not ted
about keeping up your hours of prayer and quiedingaof the Scriptures if you have a large famify o
little ones. You will be disturbed and there wi# Imany domestic incidents which will be sure to try
your temper and upset your equanimity. Get away tiné woods and find a hermit’s cell—there, with
your brown jug of water and your loaf of bread, ynaybe able to walk with God—but with a wife, not
always amiable, and a troop of children who areenguiet, neither by day nor night, how can a man b
expected to walk with God?” The wife, on the othand, exclaims, “I believe that had | remained a
single woman | might have walked with God. Whendswa young woman | was full of devotion. But
now with my husband, who is not always in the lmésempers, and with my children who seem to have
an unlimited number of needs and never to have thamfied, how is it possible that | can walk with
God?” We turn to Enoch, again, and we are confitlesitit can be done! “Enoch walked with God, af-
ter he begat Methuselah, 300 years, and begat amhddaughters, and all the days of Enoch were
365years.” Thus, you see, he was a public man angas a family man—and yet he walked with God
for more than 300 years. There is no need to kermih or to renounce married life in order to livear
to God.
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In addition to thisEnoch lived in a very evil agéle was prominent at a time when sin was begin-
ning to cover the earth. It was not very long befthre earth was corrupt, and God saw fit to swhep t
whole population from off its surface on accounsif. Enoch lived in a day of mockers and despisers
You know that from his prophecy, as recorded byeJite prophesied, saying, “The Lord comes with
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgmeon @ti, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have aghg committed, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”livlsd when few loved God and when those who
professed to do so were being drawn aside by @edidhments of the daughters of men. Church and
State were proposing an alliance, fashion and pieasiled the hour and unhallowed compromise was
the order of the day. He lived towards the clos¢hoke primitive times wherein long lives had pro-
duced great sinners—and great sinners had invgnéad provocations of God. Do not complain, there-
fore, of your times and of your neighbors and otheroundings, for amid them all you mstyll walk
with God.

Enoch walked with God, and in consequence theleohore his witness for GotEnoch, the sev-
enth from Adam prophesied.” He could not be sildité fire burned within his soul and could not be
restrained. When he had delivered his testimong, étear that he encountered opposition. | amagert
that he did so from the context in Jude, becauseptissage in Jude has to do with murmurers and
“‘complainers, walking after their own lusts; andittmouth speaks great swelling words,” and Ensch i
brought in as having had to do with such persoms.sermon shows that he was a man who stood firm
amidst a torrent of blasphemy and rebuke, carrgimmghe great controversy for the truth of God asfain
the wicked lives and licentious tongues of the ferefof his age. He says, “Behold, the Lord comes
with myriads of His saints, to execute judgmentrupdl, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they haveadtg committed.” It is clear that they spoke agains
Enoch, they rejected his testimony, they grieveddpirit and he mourned that in this they were lspea
ing against God, for he speaks “of all their hgpéexhes which ungodly sinners have spoken against
Him.” He saw their ungodly lives and bore witnegsiast them. It is remarkable that his great subjec
should have been the second advent! And it ismatilte noteworthy that the two other men whom one
would select as living nearest to God, namely, Blaand John, were both men who spoke much con-
cerning the coming of the Lord and the great judgnay. | need not quote the words of Daniel, who
tells us of the judgment which is to be set, anthefAncient of Days who shall come upon His throne
Nor need | repeat the constant witness of Johneraintg the Lord’s second coming. | will only men-
tion his fervent exclamation, “Even so, come qui¢cklord Jesus!”

Thus you see that Enoch was a preacher of the wfo@bd, and therefore, he had a care over and
above that which falls to the lot of most of younndAyet, with that and all the rest put togethercbeld
please God until his life’'s end! If | may speakanf end to a life which ran into an endless stajeyef
he continued as long as he was here to walk ih,fetwalk in a manner in which God was pleased—
and so his communion with the Lord was never broken

lIl. This brings us to conclude with the third head—WHM®IAS THE CLOSE OF ENOCH'S
WALK?

We would first remark thate finished his work earlfenoch walked with God and that was such a
good, sure, progressive walk, that he traveleafastd reached home sooner than those of us who wal
with God, sometimes, and with the world at otheres! Three hundred and sixty-five years would have
been a long life to us, but it was a short life thoat period when several patriarchs attained trlpa
thousand years of age. Enoch’s life, as comparebdetasual life of the period, was like a life df 8r
35 years in these short-lived ages—in fact, the pasallel to it is the life of our Lord. As witlhé ex-
tended ages of men of his period, Enoch’s life efagbout the same length as that of the Lord Jesus
comparison with such lives as ours. He passed awmparatively a young man, as our dear brother
and elder Verdon, just departed, has done, andowetiwonder that he did. They say, “Whom the gods
love die young,” and both Enoch and Verdon were greatly beloved. Perhaps these holy men ended
their career so soon because they had done tfeirolik so diligently that they finished early. Some
workmen, if they have a job to do in your house, @oout it all day long, or rather all week longlan
make no end of confusion! No wonder that some petyd a long while, for they need to do so much
to do anything at all' But this man did his workwell and kept so close to God that his day’s weds
done at noon and the Lord said, “Come home, Endhbrle is no need for you to be out of heaven any
longer. You have borne your testimony; you havediyour life; through all the ages men will look-up
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on you as a model man, and therefore, you may dumee.” God never keeps His wheat out in the
fields longer than is necessary! When it is ripe, fidaps it at once! When His people are ready to go
home, He will take them home. Do not regret theldeda good man while he is young. On the contra-
ry, bless God that there is still some early ripgnivheat in the world and that some of His saings a
sanctified so speedily!

But what did happen to Enoch? | am afraid | haaid ke died, or that | shall say so, it is so ratur
to speak of men as dying, but he, alone, and dmer off all the human race are all that have entéred
heavenly Canaan without fording the river of deaie are told concerning him that, “he was not.”
Those gentlemen who believe that the word, “to”dignifies to be annihilated, would have been stil
more confirmed in their views if the words in mxtie*he was not,” had been appliedath departed
men, for if any expression might signify annihitatiin their mode of translation—this is the one! “He
was not” does not, however, mean that he was datedli And neither does the far feebler term of dy-
ing signify anything of the kind! “He was not,” th& to say, he was nbere—that is all. He was gone
from earth, but he wathere—there where God had translated him. He wasstath God! And that
without having tasted death! Do not grudge himavsidance of death. It was a favor, but not by any
means as great as some would think, for those whieotl die must undergo a change and Enoch was
changed. “We shall not all sleep,” says the apo4tle we shall all be changed.” The flesh and blod
Enoch could not inherit the kingdom of God—in a nemnhe underwent a transformation which you
and | will have to undergo in the day of the resation. And so, though he was not on earth, he was
translated or transplanted from the gardens ohdarparadise above. Now, if there is any man & th
world that shall never die, it is he who walks wiod. If there is any man to whom death will be as
nothing, it is the man who has looked to the seamhant of Christ and gloried in it. If there isyanan
who, though he passes through the iron gates o delaall never feel the terror of the grim fodsithe
man whose life below has been perpetual communitm @od! Go not about by any other way to es-
cape the pangs of death but walk with God, andwidibe able to say, “O death, where is your stigy?
grave, where is your victory?”

It is said of Enoch that,God took hini' A very remarkable expression! Perhaps He did some
visible manner. | should not wonder. Perhaps thelavlof the patriarchs saw him depart, even as the
apostles were present when our Lord was taken opieMer that may be, there was some special rap-
ture, some distinct taking up of this choice one¢h® throne of the Most High. “He was not, for God
took him.”

Note thathe was missedrhis is one thing which | could not overlode was missedor the apos-
tle says he, “was not found.” Now, if a man is faind, it shows thatomebodyooked for him. When
Elijah went to heaven, you remember, 50 men ofsthes of the prophets went and searched for him. |
do not wonder that they did—they would not meethvah Elijah every day—and when he was gone
away, body and all, they might well look for himh&h was not found, but they looked for him. A
good man is missed. A true child of God in a chuikd this, working and serving his Master, is only
one among five thousand—»but if he has walked witd,Ghis decease is lamented. The dear brother
whom we have just buried, we shall miss. His bno#llders will miss him. The many who have been
converted to God and helped by his means will miiss And assuredly | shall miss him. | look towards
the spot where he used to sit—I trust that somedee will sit there who will be half as useful as h
was. It will be almost more than | can expect. VWdendt want to live and die so that nobody will care
whether we were on earth or not. Enoch was misdeghvine was gone and so will they be who walk
with God.

Last of all,Enoch’s departure was a testimoWhat did the he say by the fact that, “he was foot
God took him,” but this—there is a future state.nM&ad begun to doubt it, but when they said, “Where
is Enoch?” and those who had witnessed his deggastid, “God took him,” it was, to them, evidence
that there was a God, and that there was anothedd.wiind when they asked, “But where is his body?”
there was another lesson. Two men had died beforel Imean two whose deaths are recorded in Scrip-
ture—Abel was killed and his witness was that tbedsof the serpent hates the woman’s seed. Adam,
too, had died about 50 years before Enoch’s traoslavhose witness was that, however late thelpena
ty may come, yet the soul that sins, it shall iew comes Enoch and his testimony is thatlibdyis
capable of immortality! He could not bear testiméoyesurrection, for he did not die—for that werda
testimony in Christ who is the first fruits from ang the dead. But the testimony of Enoch went algoo
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way towards it, for it bore evidence that theedywas capable of being immortal and of living ineat+
enly condition. “He was not, for God took him.”

His departure also was a testimony to mankindttiexe is a reward for the righteous, that God does
not sit with stony eyes, regardless of the sinthefwicked, or of the virtues of His saints. It yed that
He sees and is pleased with His people who walk Wilm—and that He can give them, even now, pre-
sent rewards by delivering them from the pangseaitiil—and therefore He will certainly give rewards
to all His people in some way or other. Thus yoe, $ging and dying—no, not dying, again | am mis-
taken—Iliving andbeing translated-Enoch was still a witness to his generation! Amatdy that all of
us, whether we live or whether we sleep, may beestes for God. Oh that we could live as my good
brother, Verdon, whom we have lately buried, livethose soul was on fire with love to Christ! He had
a very passion for souls! | scarcely think thereng among us who did as much as he, for though he
had to earn his daily bread, his evenings weretspih us in the service of the Lord, or in preahi
the gospel! And then, all night long he frequemiiced the weary streets, looking after the falleat
he might bring them in! He often went to his mogiswork weary, except by the rest which he found
in the service of Christ. He would sometimes mebtaher with eyes full of joy, and say, “Five seul
won for Christ last night!” At other times, aftersermon, here he was a great soul hunter, and would
fetch inquirers downstairs into the prayer meetigd when he had squeezed my hand he would say in
his Swiss tones, which | cannot imitate, “Jesugdaome more last night! More souls were brought to
Jesus.” For him to live was to win souls! He was yloungest in our eldership, but the gray-heads do
him honor. As we stood weeping about his tomb,elvess not one among us but what felt that we had
lost a true brother and a valiant fellow soldieayMhe Lord raise up others among you to do whaerEl
Verdon did! May the Lord quicken the older brotharsl sisters to be more active than they are, and
make the young ones more devoted; our ranks akebyevho shall fill up the gap? We are getting few-
er and fewer as the Lord takes one and another lodrie best-instructed, and of the bravest-hearted
But, by His grace, recruits are daily coming in! Mathers come forward—yes, Lord, bring them for-
ward by Your Holy Spirit to be leaders in the froahks, that as the vanguard melts into the chtirch
umphant, the rear may continually find additionsaislated to the skies are some; may others bg-tran
lated out of darkness into marvelous light, for i€f's sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 119:33-56.
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