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“And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying,
He was gone to be a guest with a man that is a smh
Luke 19:7.

PUBLICANS or tax-gatherers among the Jews wereotdbjef intense aversion. The nation was al-
ways restless under the Roman yoke, for the Iseéepride of lineage made him boast that he was bo
free, and was never in bondage unto any man. Meretivey had hopes of a great future under a Mes-
siah who would lead them on to conquest, and tbhexdhe Roman yoke galled their shoulders exceed-
ingly, and the payment of taxes to a foreign powes a heavy grievance. That the people of God
should pay tribute to a heathen power was a boremtinual contention, and the persons of the tax-
gatherers were held in bitter hatred; while theliaked the collectors of customs as a class, they r
served their most intense contempt for any of tbein countrymen who lent themselves to this obnox-
ious business. They regarded such as almost remgutheir relationship to Israel, and sharing tiidtg
of the oppressor. As a usual rule it would onlythee lowest class of people among the Jews who would
become collectors of tribute from their own countgn; the outcasts and scapegoats of society would
sometimes take to this detested business, butreeeyy would a man of wealth and position, such as
Zacchaeus evidently was, encounter the scorn wduch an office brought upon him. Zacchaeus was
not, perhaps, the actual tax collector who callpdrnuindividuals, but he was the superintendenhef t
custom house officers of the district, for, “he vilas chief of the publicans, and he was rich.” ldme,
perhaps, under even greater contempt than othecaube he occupied a more prominent position, and
carried on the unsavory business on a larger scale.

Jewish society drew a cordon around plidlicans,and set them aside as moral lepers, with whom
respectable people must not associate if theyeduttheir souls’ health; and so Zacchaeus, witlhniall
wealth, was regarded as a pariah by his fellow tgoren. He may have been a thoroughly honest and
upright man, but that mattered little to those wiaal taken a prejudice against all publicans; heraas
garded by the Pharisaic party as one of the offgaguwf society—a man not to be acknowledged in the
street and into whose house no one would entewa$ea man to be shunned if he had the impertinence
to enter the synagogue or the temple, and onlyetdokerated because it was not possible to rid the
world of him. From the very first, our Lord had kem through this hard and fast rule; He disregarded
all the traditional and fashionable rules of caste;constantly addressed publicans as if they had t
same feelings as other men; He talked with themvamct into their houses, so that He came to be
commonly called by those who wished to show thentempt of Him, “the friend of publicans and sin-
ners.” A man who could be a friend to publicans weskoned to be as evil as publicans, and further
than that, a man could not go; for if the Jew nmred publicans and sinners, he always gave puklican
the first place, as being decidedly the worse eftio! “Friend of publicans and sinners”—who calh te
what a mass of contempt was condensed into thelt @ur Lord did not at all deviate from His course
because of this scoffing, but He went on befriegdsmners, even open sinners, sinners of the most
avowed and undoubted degree of sin! He almost caoroeteHis ministry by talking to an unchaste
woman at the well of Sychar, and He finished itdigpensing pardon to a thief while hanging on the
cross—and between that calling of the woman of S@awveho had had five husbands, and was living
unlawfully at the time—right along to the thief whged upon the gallows tree for his crime, the 8avi
had been receiving sinners and eating with themh&tebeen seeking and saving that which was lost!

The old contempt of the sinner’'s Savior still kmg in the world among the self-righteous. Taking
different shapes, and speaking with other voidas,still among us and still in one way or theestithe
old charge is repeated that Christianity is toadenon the sinner. They say it tends to discouthge
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naturally amiable and virtuous, and looks too fabbty upon the vicious and disreputable; they say th
it is always talking about pardon without meritdaspeaking slightingly of human goodness, and there
fore some even say they regard Christianity agddsociety, and an enemy to good morals! How easi
ly could we turn the tables upon these slandefersisually those who talk thus have but a scapplu

of morals and virtues themselves!

First, brethren, it was said that Jesus had gomhe ta guest of a man that was a sinner, and we sha
admit the truth of the chargsgcondly, we shatleny the insinuation which that charge is meartae
er; and thirdly,we shall rejoice in the fact which has been thgesttlof the objection

l. First, then, we shall ADMIT THE TRUTH OF THE CHARGREVe do so most cheerfully, and
without the slightest reserve! Jegiid go to be a guest of a man that was a sinner, adid-s0 not on-
ly once, but as often as He saw a need; He weeit tfé sheep which had gone astray, and He had a
wonderful attraction for the disreputable clas$esit is written, “Then drew near unto Him all tpeb-
licans and sinners to hear Him.” His ministry wased at those who were as sheep without a shepherd,
and it succeeded among such, for we read thatuhkcpns and harlots entered into the kingdom! We
are not for a single moment going to deny whatoisegidently true—Jesus was and is the sinner’s
friend. We admit most fully and freely that the geswhich now represents Christ upon earth beas th
most kindly relationship towards the guilty, that fact it contemplates their salvation, and fint$s i
greatest triumphs among them!

To begin with:the objective of Christ and the design of the gbispine saving of sinnerdf there is
any man in this world who is not guilty, the Savi®mothing to him; if there is anyone who has meve
transgressed God’s law, but has kept His commantnfierm his youth up, and is excellent and merito-
rious in himself, Jesus Christ did not come int® world to call such a man to repentance. Why ghoul
He? “The whole have no need of a physician, buy that are sick.” Christ comes not to proffer His
needless services to those who are not sin-sicteedy! A Savior for those who are not lost! A Re-
deemer for those who are not enslaved! Alms forritte Medicine for the whole! Pardon for the inno-
cent! These are all needless things. A physiciasdmt at all hesitate to say that he comes intova
with his eyes upon the sick; it would be ridiculdos him to come there with a view to anybody else;
and so to guilty sinners Jesus comes. Gospel pesnaie addressed to the guilty. Who else would need
abundant pardon? Gospel invitations are address#tetsinful. Who should be entreated to wash but
those who are foul? Gospel blessings are intendiethbse who have transgressed, and are under con-
demnation, for who else would value forgiveness jastfication? | know myself of no gospel for men
who have not sinned! | know of no New Testamentrpses intended for those who have never broken
the law of God; but | perceive all through the wang pages of the gospel that mercy’s eyes and hear
are set upon those who are guilty and self-conddimflee Eternal Watcher is looking over the vast
ocean of life, not that He may spy out the vesa#ilieh sail along proudly in safety, but that He nsag
those who are almost wrecks! “He looks upon meud, iflmny say, | have sinned, and perverted that
which was right, and it profits me not; He will der his soul from going into the pit, and his Igkall
see the light.” Our Lord was more moved at thetsaflsickness than of health; He worked His greates
wonders among fevers, leprosies, and palsies. i$Hhise end and objective of the gospel, namely, to
save the unrighteous; the God of the gospel ishde “justifies the ungodly,” “for when we were yet
without strength, Christ died for the ungodly.” “Geommends His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

As the gospel’s eye is thus fixed on sinners, axeho notice thabur Lord does actually call sin-
ners into its fellowshipZacchaeus did not come to Jesus first, but Jesosafter Him while he was yet
a sinner, and said to him, “Today | must abideonryhouse.” So does the gospel, by the Holy Sgirit’
power, continually call to itself the guilty. Thewhk, the thief, the harlot, the profane, the assg| the
prayerless are called out—those who are consciayslyy are led to faith and pardon! Not merely
those guilty of open sin, but those guilty of sé@i@—sins of the heart, sins of the imaginatianss
which stain the inmost soul are converted and daleslis Christ causes His ministers, in the pregchi
of the word of God, to gather out of the world ami the church those who were enemies and alidnate
in their minds by wicked works. The Spirit of Godes not effectually call those who are without sin,
but He callssinnersto repentance; the Spirit of God does not quidkese living—Iliving in their own
naturalgoodness-He quickens theleadin trespasses and sins. The eternal love of Ged dot go
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forth towards those who dream of their own supégipand wrap themselves up in the mantle of their
own righteousness, but it goes forth to those whim glarkness, and in the shadow of death, boand i
affliction and iron, because they have rebellediregjahe Lord and ignored the counsel of the Most
High. These are they upon whom this mighty lovedixself, and upon whom sovereign grace exerts its
power. The great founder of Zion has found inhatédor her, even as Romulus peopled Rome. It is
said of that renowned builder that when he walliscchty, he peopled it by permitting the offscowyiof

all other cities to use it as a refuge. Gloriouadh are spoken of you, O Zion, city of God, antl glé
your citizens confess that they were guilty andléetill Jesus washed and renewed them. TodaysJesu
the Son of David, enlists under His banner men aigon debt, and are discontented, and out of asch
these are, He makes heroes of the cross! Gladlydwanvite to the cave Adullam of His church those
who are willing to enlist under the banner of tloe f David.

Moreover, while we are about it we will make atlfier confession-the man Christ Jesus does very
readily come to be a guest with a man who is aesirandmakes Himself at home with them at once. If
a Pharisee had gone to Zacchaeus’ house, and beeadito do exactly what he liked, he would have
said, “Well, | may perhaps condescend to enter yoafane abode, Zacchaeus, but | must wash first,
and wash afterwards also; and moreover, you alssi mash, and also have your house specially puri-
fled—it must be whitewashed, scrubbed, and perfumédincense; and then, if you will take a seat up
in the far corner of the room | will not mind corgimear the door, where the fresh air may perhaps re
move any exhalations from your guilty person, ftselng so transcendently holy am exceedingly sensi-
tive, and simply cannot come into contact with yoaholiness.” Now, the Lord Jesus Christ did nét as
Zacchaeus even to wash his little finger, but Hd,s#lake haste, and come down, for today | must
abide in your house.” Why, Zacchaeus had the goé¢he tree all over him, he was not in a very ele-
gant condition to receive the Lord, and still wordere was his sin about him, and yet Jesus CGlaidt
to him before he had brushed off a grain of dugiaKe haste, and come down, for today | must alvide i
your house.” To his house Jesus came, and withtHamojourned, and all without ceremony and prepa-
ration! Yes, | have known the Lord Jesus meet &ithan as black as hell, and wash him white in five
minutes—and sit at his side and eat bread withdtionce. | have known Him meet with the very vilest
of offenders, and almost in the twinkling of an éye has made the transgressor to be His companion
and His friend! Did not the father in the parableoace receive his returning son? How many minutes
did he wait before he kissed him? How many timeab tle prodigal wash his face before his father
pressed him to his bosom? He did not even tell tarnvash his hands, though he had been feeding
swine,but fell upon his neck and kissed him then andeth®ur Lord Jesus not only has pity upon sin-
ners, but treats them with love, comes under ttoaf, and brings salvation to their homes! We cesfe
the impeachment, and rejoice that our Lord is fiedént to the censures of the proud, and stillicoes
to provoke the question, “Why does your Mastegtt publicans and sinners?”

Our Lord goes further, He not only requires oncecemony to be with sinners, bwithin a very
little time He is using those very sinngrBo had been so unfit for any holy service—usirgnthin His
most hallowed work! Note how He makes ZacchaeubetdHis host—"Today | must abide in your
house.” Was not this going too far? Might we notéharudently suggested, Good Master, forgive Zac-
chaeus, but do it privately! Good Master, acceptchaeus as a secret disciple, but do not publicly g
into such society. To sit at his table, and let it upon You is too great an honor for the likésim,
and surely, brethren, it seemed to the first Cianstto be almost impossible that Saul of Tarsusdco
be allowed to be a preacher! They heard that he preached the faith which he had persecuted, but
they could hardly believe in hapostleshipMWhat? When his hands were just now blood-red with
ting saints to death, is he to stand up and preauth,to be an apostle—how can it be? We all have a
measure of this legal hardness, and are scarcepaped to allow the guilty to become heralds otgra
too soon after their conversion. The gospel knoetbing of a purgatory at the church doors, or a-qua
antine before its pulpit; only be it, indeed, sélegt a man has really accepted Christ, and we rody b
receive him into fellowship and employ him in halgrvice. Jesus permits the man who was a sinner to
become His host, even as He allowed the woman wdmansinner to anoint His head, and Peter, who
had denied Him, to feed His sheep.

Yes, and the Lord favored Zacchaeus, the sirnegranting him that day the full assurance of sal-
vation The very day that He called him by His grace ldeeghim full assurance—at any rate | should

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 The Sinner’s Savior Sermon #1319

not want any better assurance than Zacchaeus eeceiven the Lord, Himself said to him, “This day is
salvation come to your house.”—

“Oh, might | hear Your heavenly tongue

But whisper, ‘You are Mine.’

Those gentle words should raise my song

To notes almost divine.”
How often have we sung this wish, but Zacchaeusithg@nted him, for the Lord said plainly, “Salva-
tion has come to your house,” and Zacchaeus catldaubt it! How happy he must have felt, how free
from all trouble—"1 am a saved man, and salvatiavihg once entered the house, there is no telling
where it will go—it will be upstairs, downstairsnang the servants, among the children! It will em-
brace all my descendants, and | and my house sbahved!” He obtained that choice blessing within
the first day of his believing on Christ; and isnd@t amazing, poor sinner, that though you even now
have not believed in Jesus as yet, and are sidtmq in sorrow, burdened with sin, yet if you noer b
lieve—Dbefore this service shall be over, you malyardy be saved but know it—and shall go home and
say to your wife and children, “Salvation has cdmeur house!”

Blessed be the name of Jesus! All this is trud, e have no wish to conceal it, Jesus Christ has
gone to be a guest with a man that is a sinner!

Il. Secondly, we are going to DENY THE INSINUATION WHICIS COVERTLY INTENDED
BY THE CHARGE brought against our Lord. Jesus & fittend of sinners, but He is not the friend of
sin! Jesus forgives sin altogether apart from humanit, but Jesus does not therefore treat virtwke a
vice as if they were indifferent things, or in amgty discourage purity and righteousness. Far ftbm i

For, first, Christ was a guest with a man that wasnner, buHe has never flattered a sinner yet
Direct me to a single passage in His word in witiehever justifies a sinner in sinning, or ever tsesan
as if it were a trifle, or looks at it as a meresfoitune, and not as a crime! No religion undewkeas
as strong in its denunciation of sin as the rehigib Jesus Christ! His words do not only condenis ac
of sin, but even words and thoughts, in such waslthese—"For every idle word that man shall speak,
he shall give an account in the day of judgmen&bdd shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.
The Savior’s lips were too truthful, and too pusgoinder to the vices of men; He denounced sinen e
ry form and shape, and threatened it with everigdire! You do not find Jesus Christ anywhere #sse
ing that the result of sin is a merely temporal,e¥iat the souls of sinners will be annihilated tlat
they will, by-and-by in another state obtain foegress and be delivered, but, “these shall go antay i
everlasting punishment” rolls like thunder from Hienest lips. He sweeps away from men all their
empty confidences wherein they entrenched themsetarel makes them see that whatever a man sows
that shall he also reap. He who lives in sin idaled to be the servant of sin; and he who briogth f
evil fruit is judged to be an evil tree. Christanfis in His hand, and He sweeps away the chaffsitde
as a refiner and consumes the dross; He lays thatathe root of tree, and demands that the hedrt a
spirit be right before God. If He sets forth obedie to the law, our Lord declares that it must bedo
ence in every point, or a man cannot be saved. lifyHte accepts a follower He bids him count thetco
and forsake all that he has, or he cannot be Kgpde. His moral standard is—"Be you perfect, easn
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” If yaant the law of God lowered you must not go to
Christ, and if you wish to see the penalties ofmitigated you must not go to Christ, for He isatif
teachers the most severe against sin of everyasaitthe most clear in foretelling its penalty. Tiend
of sinners is too much their friend to befrienditlstn—that He utterly abhors, and He will never rest
till He has driven it out of them.

Neither does the Lord Jesus Christ screen sinnmers that proper and wholesome rebuke which
virtue must always give to vicéhe Pharisees, no doubt, meant to say, “This deans does mischief.
We keep ourselves aloof from all low company, anthis way we do a good deal for these publicans,
because we let them see the difference betweenamolyinholy men. When they look at our phylacter-
ies between our eyes, and observe the broad bastlets garments, and see how we wash our hands,
and know how we tithes on mint and cumin, it mustagly edify them: no doubt they will go home and
feel greatly ashamed that they cannot associatesuith blessed and holy people as we are. Now, that
man Christ, goes in among them, and eats and dwitkghem, and thus in some measure our protest is
broken down. They will think a great deal of thetmes now that the proper distance is no longer kept
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up, for they will say, if this man, who is, no dauéd good man, associates with us, then after alawe

not as bad as we were thought to be.” That is HmwPharisees argued, and there are some around us
who still think that the best thing you can possibdb with the degraded is to isolate them. Turnryou
back on them: the sight of a good man’s back wallabfine moral lesson to them. Make them feel that
you are disgusted with them, and they will be brdug repent. But it does not turn out to be sasTh
process has generally been carried out by prouddists and loathsome hypocrites, and has ended in
making bad worse. Jesus never sanctions this mfa@éoomation. Look at Him and admire. Did He say
a word to Zacchaeus about his having taken taxdalby means, or about his being cruel to the poor?
No, not a syllable! Christ’'s presence was enoudiuke for the man’s sin; no sooner does a man per-
ceive the love of Christ, and the perfection of bBlisssed person, than straightway sin receivede#sh
blow, and is ashamed to show itself anymore. Jessstie best rebuke to sin. The gospel of JesusChri
does not say to you who live in sin, “You are nbtdmpany for Christians.” Nor does it turn to ¢od
people and say, “Make these your daily associatdsj@n in their mirth.” Quite the opposite—but it
does nevertheless say to Christians, “Go and seethe lost and bring them to a better mind.” We go
not among the sin-smitten to catch their diseasetdocure it. Going in such a spirit, a good maprss-
ence is a far better rebuke to sin than a coldirggiteous isolation could have been. The gospelsd

not aim so much at rebuking sinners as at reclgrtiiem. Its business is not to make men feel reenors
for having sinned, but to rid them from thewerof sin!

Again, it is not true as | have heard some s#yat the gospel makes pardon seem such a very easy
thing, and therefore sin is thought to be a smaitter. “Oh,” says one, “if men have only to believe and
be saved, you put a premium upon sin by makingeelnce from it to be so speedy a business.” These
cavilers know better, some of them, and if theyndoknow better let us teach them. When the Lord Je-
sus Christ forgave me, He taught me at the sameembta dread sin. | never had such a sense of the
terrible evil of sin as | had in the moment of neydiveness, for where, do you think, did | read pay-
don? | read it on His cross—written in crimson $§héunderstood that, though the pardon was free to
me, it cost Him cries and groans to bring me ne#&dad. It cost His soul an agony never to be deedri
before He could redeem one poor sinner from gomgndinto the pit of hell. It is a gross injustiae t
charge the preaching of the gospel to sinners mvdking sin to appear a trifle! The accusation limse-
less slander. They who know no atoning blood, twbp know nothing of the sufferings of Christ—
these are they who can toy with sin, but those gdre upon the wounds of Christ cannot but tremible a
sin. The great doctrine of the substitutionary isiaer, whenever it is fully received by the soulakes
sin to be exceeding sinful! Oh, sin, | have hedrgau by the hearing of the ear, but on the crogs m
eyes see you slaying the incarnate God.

Now, though Christ is the friend of sinners, igrite that He makes men think lightly of personal
character?‘Oh,” say some, “these Christians teach that bilgea creed saves the soul, and that it does
not matter at all how they live.” This is an olddi. | remember reading much the same charge ook b
which leveled its artillery at Wilberforce and hesangelical friends. The author said, “In a cant un
meaning jargon they talk much of vital faith, boey say little of vital benevolence.” He goes onde
mark that to teach men to be honest, clean, kind,tauthful was far more important. Now, it is time
that such a slander as that came to an end, eithad many lives, and though you Kill it 50 tinoe®r,
it soon restores itself to vitality. Look at the thea of fact. Jesus Christ did not teach Zacchdsgugo-
ing to his house that character was of no consemyem the contrary, Zacchaeus perceived at orate th
character was of the greatest consequence, anelstodd forth, and said, “Behold, Lord, the halhof
goods | give to the poor; and if | have taken amgHrom any man by false accusation, | restore him
fourfold.” Let who will deny the logic of it, theatt is that when a man comes to believe in Jestiabe
a higher appreciation of the excellence of charatten any other man in the world, and he does not
merely appreciate it in theory, but begins to safédr it for himself. Man’s nature becomes renewgd
the faith which some say will cause him to becomaifierent to holiness. A man’s whole life is
changed by his believing in Jesus and that whials thappily affects the character cannot honestly be
said to lead to indifference concerning it. Evea thmark | quoted about Wilberforce was signallgda
because it was through him and the party whichegatharound him that benevolence gained one of her
very noblest victories. How would the slave in iMest Indies have obtained his liberty if it had not
been for these very men? Wilberforce and the k& while they held that faith in Christ alone abul
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save the soul, felt that benevolence was the aakepirit of Christianity, and liberty the natunaght of
every man! They spent their whole strength in figipagainst the mercenary feeling of the timekthe
fetters of England’s slaves were broken forever!

It has been said that if we tell men that goodksarannot save them, but that Jesus saves thg guilt
who believe in Him, we take away atlotives for morality and holines&/e meet that again by a direct
denial—it is not so—we supply the grandest motigsesible, and only remove a vicious and feeble mo-
tive. We take away from man the idea of perforngogd works in order to salvation, because it iela |
Good works will not save a sinner, nor is he ablparform them if thegould save him! Works done
with a view to salvation are not good, because treyevidentlyselfish,and so are not acceptable to
God. The selfishness of the motive poisons thedif¢he work and takes its goodness out of it. But
when we tell men, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Chaustl you shall be saved,” if they exercise faitiyth
are saved, and being saved there grows up intikantsgratitudeto God, and from this springs a lov-
ing desire tserveGod on account of what He has done; and this magiwot only very powerful but it
is very pure, because the man does not then sex@evizh a view to self, but he serves Him out ofdp
and works done out of love to God are the only gwodcks possible to men. It supplies a motive which
is clean, clear, pure; a motive moreover whichraven by the lives of saved men to be potent enough
to keep them in the way of righteousness all tays.

The gospel of Jesus Christ gives men something t@n motive, it supplies them with power and
life, for wherever men believe on the Lord JeswsHioly Spirit is surely at work with all His wondre
power. He enters the heart and changes it, tumwhiole current of the soul, and creates withinntiaa
a new, living, conquering principle, akin to thetura of God Himself, so that the man becomes and
continues to be a new creature in Christ Jesus. imtvelling Spirit is not a theory, nor a doctribat a
person; and His work is not a dream, but a conscfaat, a phenomenon to which all believers bear
witness, for we have known Him and felt His poward we have bowed before the might and majesty
of His influences. As the anointing on Aaron’s heazht where Aaron went, so where Christ is received
the Holy Spirit comes, the new creation commenaged, men are delivered from living as they did be-
fore under the bondage of corruption. Thus we repigl indignation the charge that Christ is theeaid
of sin, and yet we preach with unabated eagermsgood news for sinners—whatever sin you may
have committed, and however stained you may be mathits of evil, there is immediate pardon to be
had, and complete salvation to be obtained, nowthisnvery spot, if you will but accept it, and stue-
sus for it. We assure you of this from our own eigee. We also assure you that all your good works
and prayers, and tears, and almsgivings, will ganfighing if you trust irthem;but though you may be
covered with ten thousand times ten thousand gigeyu believe in Jesus you shall be saved fronmthe
alll He is a Savior, and a great one, and He is &bbeliver great sinners. This will not make ybunk
lightly of sin, nor cause you to continue in simttlygrace may abound; but it will give you the power
which you need, it will supply you with a strengtbu have never been able to find, notwithstandlhg a
your efforts; it will enable you to rejoice thatwyare saved, and in the strength of such an assiau
will find within your heart a love for holiness amth abhorrence of sin such as you have never known
before! You will go to the door of your heart aralgo the devil, “Get you gone!” And to the lusfs o
the flesh, “Get you behind me!” And as to all teenptations which arise from old companions you will
shut the door in their faces, and say, “Depart froet”

lll. In the third place, WE REJOICE IN THE VERY FACT WEH HAS BEEN OBJECTED TO,
that Jesus Christ comes to be a guest with menanhsinners.

And first, dear brethren, we rejoice in it becaitsaffords hope to uslt often happens that we
should never have a hope of His coming to be atguiéls us if He were not a guest to sinners. To me
such gracious facts are needed to save me fronaide§h, it is mighty easy to build up a fine exper
ence, and a pretty sanctification, and to imagheg you are getting on wonderfully, and becoming
strong and pure, and very superior saints indeetitHe devil deal with you five minutes, and hel wil
show you something of quite another color! Let yold corrupt nature only bubble up for a quarter of
an hour, and you will find such a condition of tnin your soul that you will cry out in bitternesk
anguish! Then will you find that fine words abowxperience do not fit your mouth, and all your noso
of being somebody will evaporate like dew in thenswer’'s sun. Oh the thousands of times when | have
looked for any mouse hole through which | mightegréf | might but enter into a little hope! | love
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preach a sinner’s gospel, for it suits me; | delighpreach holiness, and will aim at it as lond aee,

and can never be content until | am perfect, bllitrsy soul needs and must have the sinner’'s Savior
Nothing else will do for me! Whenever | get neattesiny Lord and feel most of His preciousness, and
enjoy the closest communion with Him, | lay lowefdre Him than ever, and feel it to be an unspeaka-
ble privilege to creep to His feet and wash theitinwwiy tears. | have at this moment no sort of Hayte

in mercy,great mercy rendered to a great sinner througlahsfice of Jesus! Brethren, what is there to
depend upon except the sinner's Savior? If He do¢save sinners, as sinners, by an act of frel, ri
sovereign mercy, altogether apart from anything than them and of them, what will happen to you
and me? We do not wish to make any excuses foowarsin, we would loathe it and abhor ourselves
before God on account of it, but still, a washha Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness sutts us
day as well as it did 27 years ago, when for thet fime we looked to Jesus and lived! Do you nad f

it so, my beloved brethren? After half a centurkiodwing Christ, do you not find that you need r& si
ner’'s Savior as much as ever? You will need Himmx@u come to die even as you need Him now, and
while you are languishing into everlasting life i@l be your strength and your song, and you wél b
glad to think that “this man receives sinners azid ith them.”

Again, we rejoice that it is true for another masbecause thiaffords us hope for all our fellow
men Suppose that our Lord did not visit any but tbedy and moral, and excellent; then, alas, for poor
London’s back streets and crowded courts! Alaghercasual ward! Alas for the penitentiary, ang ala
for the jail! Alas for the fallen woman, and alas the thief! But now there is hope for even these]
every philanthropist ought to feel deep down indasl the most profound gratitude to the Lord fost
fact. This is earth’s brightest star, her well @k, her dawn of joy! Since Jesus Christ receities t
guilty and saves the vile, despondency and des$@ae from now on no right to haunt the abodes of
men! Hope smiles on all, and invites the most fatle look up and live! Yes, and let me tell you ha
sees, if there are any representatives of thaibseloere today—though you do not like the idearaicg
to the guilty, but cling to the idea of your beireyvardedfor your supposedherit—it is a great mercy
for you that Jesus receives great offenders, begausmust be numbered among them! What is your
heart but a raging sea of pride and enmity ag&sost, and even against your fellow men? You despise
God's ordained plan of grace, and you look withteampt upon the guilty whom He deigns to save! Is it
not the spirit of the devil which makes you thinkuyself so much above your fellow men? Is it not an
intolerable inhumanity which makes you wish tha gospel were molded to suit you and to shut out
poor sinners? Who are you to carry your head sblfyou have never sinned as open transgressors
have done, yet it is very probable that you wowletehdoneworseif you had been placed in the posi-
tions which they have occupied—with all their faulhere are greater faults in you—and if somebody
were to set to work to read the secrets of youft atmud you would be much ashamed! Ah, there are
many who are pluming themselves upon their virtube, in the sight of God, are as rotten at the core
as even the unchaste and the profane! There aretimeves, | doubt not, outside our jails than ¢heme
inside; and there are more double-dyed sinnerswitea@ver dreamed of who appear respectable, and yet
are abominable. Yes, even among nominal Christiaese are plenty of scarlet sinners—they are al-
ways at the place of worship, very regular in atsaof outward devotion, and yet they indulge ioree
uncleanness, and are as bad as any in the felasshplf my Master were to repeat today a cersae-
ne in which He figured so wonderfully, some of tho®w present would be placed in an awkward posi-
tion. A woman taken in adultery was brought betdm®. He did not for a moment justify her crime, but
He said with great power and to the point, “He ibatithout sin among you, let him first cast arg@t
her.” | say to you who pretend that you are rightedhat if your consciences speak, you must admit
that you have no righteousness, but you are salghmt you have not a stone to fling, even agaimet
grossest sinner. Convicted by your own consciemtenyay go out; but it were better still, if you wer
to stay here and say, “Yes, in my heart | am gudty, and | bless Christ that He is a sinner’s &avi
and that even | may look to Him this day and live.”

We rejoice that this is the fact, because wherameworking for the Lordt cheers us up with the
hope of fine recruitsMany become very cold, stale, and mechanicahair twork for Jesus within a
short time after they are converted. The enthusiies out, the warmth chills; | remember a sailbow
before conversion, used to swear, and | guarardaeehg would rattle it out, volley after volley. He-
came converted, and when he prayed it was mudheisame fashion. How he woke everybody up the
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first time he opened his mouth at the prayer mgetime little church had quite a revival, for theld
jog-trot pace would not do for the new convert gib ¢f love and zeal! The prayers offered in theetre
ings had become quite stereotyped, and so hadtbiregyelse about them. There were the same sleepy
people, the same long prayers, and the same daddrgsses; but Jack’s conversion was like an earth-
guake and startled everybody, and their zeal reviVdey even began to think that perhapgdors
might be saved, and started a service on the wéadfdid many other good things. The conversioa of
great sinner is the best medicine for a sick chulrckall the churches, you good people who ardesktt
on your lees need stirring up every now and thed, @he of the best stirrings up you can have is to
open the door of the church and see a Saul of $atsunding there to be admitted. The porter inguire
“Who is this that seeks admission here?” “A rectgays he, and we look at him. Why, he is onéhef t
devil’'s most famous soldiers, one of the men whoi@a the black flag in the battle, one who rideull
us most! We are apt to look a little askance at, iomwe feel dubious, and so we refer him to the e
ders, that they may inquire and sift him, to seetwér he is really a changed character. Perhags the
earnest men are not quite sure, and hesitatééyl see more of him, and they are quite right teao
but if the Lord has really called the sinner by grace, no sooner does the church receive sucma ma
than they find that he has brought with him freisbé &nd throws a fresh impetus into the whole work!
Our Lord Jesus, then, when He goes to be a gu#istawnan that is a sinner, brings additional stiteng
to the church, and finds her recruits of the veng she most needs. We will therefore rejoice aedd
the sinner’s Savior.

| wonder, this morning, where Zacchaeus is, wirdtleas up in the gallery there! Has there come in
here a man who is a sinner, and knows it, who,wete to pass a label up to him inscribed with the
word, “SINNER,” would hang it round his neck and/,sd am the man”? Where are you, Zacchaeus?
Jesus calls you! He means to save you at oncelaie t® you, “I must abide in your house today.”
Make haste down and open the door, and say, “Camay Lord, | am honored to receive You.” Will
any hesitate? Will any delay? May my Master’'s H8Jirit cause today many a great sinner’s heart to
open and receive Jesus joyfully!

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 18:31-43; 19:1-10.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—257, 543, 544.
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