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“And you will not come to Me, that you might havid.”
John 5:40.

OUR Lord was addressing Himself to the unbelievilegvs. He told them that they had received
abundant evidence of His being the sent one of BGotyet they had rejected Him, and He solemnly
charged this home upon their consciences. If yad the passage at home you will see that in tfe 36
verse He reminded them that He had received theesst of John, and all men believed John to be a
prophet. He had come as the herald of Christ, tbengged Elijah, and he had borne witness, saying,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the dithe world.” Yet this clear testimony they had
despised and trod under foot.

Next, our Lord claimed that His miracles and litetwwere a sufficient witness to His Messiahship.
“The works which the Father has given Me to finigte same works that | do, bear witness of Me, that
the Father has sent Me.” There is, perhaps, nerbetidence of the truth of our Savior's missioarth
His character, life and miracles. The truths whitdhrevealed, the perfections which He displayed and
the wonders which He worked all went to show thatvias, indeed, anointed of God and sent to be the
Savior of men.

Further, our Lord informs them that there was ntestimony, still, though in that evidence many of
them had not shared. He says, “The Father Himgglich has sent Me, has borne witness of Me.”
Three times out of the excellent glory the Fathad kaid, “This is My beloved Son, hear you Him.”
This was good evidence, whether they had heandnioy and though He tells them that they had eeith
heard His voice at any time, nor seen His shapeptyers had heard that voice and seen the destent
the Spirit like a dove—and their testimony oughthtove had weight with them. To you, dear friends,
assembled here tonight, this is a very importaetiof evidence. We rejoice as we hear that God has
actually spoken bgudiblesounds out of heaven and borne testimony to Histl&at He is the Christ!

Then our Lord goes on to say that there was yetraweidence in which the Jews had not shared—
the unbelieving ones—and that is, theernal evidence which, to those who have it, is the \mast in
all the world! Internal evidence—the evidence aeaewed heart, the evidence of joy and peace, the
evidence of conscious pardon, the evidence of Saation—this is the most convincing of all eviden
to those who possess it! It is clear as the suharheavens, but they had not shared in it andefire,
felt it not. “You have not His word abiding in yoiar whom He has sent, Him you believe not.”

And then the Master reminds them that there was yd#th mode of evidence which demonstrated
Him to be the Christ, and that was the Scriptupésyhich He says, (if | may read the text in thdiaa-
tive and | think it must be so read)—"You searcé 8criptures; for in them you think you have eterna
life: and they are they which testify of Me.” Thexee, if we will now forget the unbelieving Jewsdan
only think of unbelievingsentiles there are to us, tonight, evidences concernieg_tird Jesus of the
most convincing character. There are John’s witn#ss witness of the miracles, the witness of the
voice of the Father out of heaven, the inner wgnekich many of our friends and kindred tell us of,
and then the witness of the Holy Spirit in sacred@ure. All these show that Jesus of Nazarethes
promised Redeemer of man that He is the appointediaibr of the covenant of grace and that through
Him there is immediate salvation for all who wikleve on Him.

The worst point about the whole conduct of theslewas that, with all this witness in His favor,
which they could not overturn, they would not cotneHim that they might have eternal life! At this
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moment there are many such unbelievers upon tleediihe earth and, what is more to the pointat fe
that at this hour, in this congregation, theresamme who will not come to Jesus that they may Higae
There are persons in this great assembly, congjsagit does, of individuals who have enough tihoug
about religion to come out on a weeknight to heseranon about it, who, nevertheless, will not came
Christ! Some of these persons are often here, @mmilith these courts and familiar with this voice—
perhaps so familiar that they have grown accustaimédand it has but little power with them. Andty
though they will come tais they will not come to Christ! However, it is toetm that | shall speak to-
night and | ask God’s people to pray that whilen speaking, the Spirit of God may apply the word to
the heart and to the conscience. | speak in greakmess and bodily pain and, therefore, | hopeeto b
aided and assisted by a double portion of the digirength, and, if it is so, God’s glory will corogit.

Now, we shall notice, first of althe great plan of salvationLet us look at it—it is coming to Christ
that we might have life. Secondly, | shall look ek you to look ayour position towards it-=You
will not come to Me that you might have life.” Thehirdly, | shall dwell, for a few minutes, uporhat
will certainly bethe result of such conduct as thvend, fourthly, before we have done, let us hopeaf
change in your state of mindo that before you sleep tonight it shall ceasbe true of you that you
will not come—and a joyful fact that ydwavecome and found eternal life! Your immediate cosuar
to the Lord Jesus Christ shall be the great olgeotr discourse and of the prayers which will gthvit
from the Lord’s people here assembled.

I. First, then, the text very briefly sets forth THEAN OF SALVATION. Christ speaks of it thus,
“Come to Me that you might have life.” The way te saved is to come to Christ! Christ is a person, a
living person, full of power to save! He has naqad His salvation in sacraments, or books, ostwjie
but He has kept it in Himself, and if you want tavk it, you must come to Him! He is still the one
source and fountain of eternal mercy. There is ettirgy it by going round about Him, or only going
near Him—you must com® Him, actually toHim, and there must be a personal contact established
between the Lord Jesus and your spirit. Of coursarinot be aatural contact, for His body is in the
heavens and we are here. It must Ispiatual contact, by which your mind, heart, thoughts shathe
to Christ, and faith, like a hand, shall touch Hipiritually, grasp Him by believing upon Him and re
ceive life and grace from His divine power. Jusivéen the woman of old touched His garment’s hem,
the virtue went out of Him to her and she was httate now, though He is yonder, faith’s long hand
can touch His divine and human person, by confidingsting and resting in Him. And so, virtue will
flow from Him into our soul and our mind shall beated of whatever disease it has.

Think, then, at this very moment, of Jesus Chvigtop was once nailed to the cross and died as the
sacrifice for sin. Think of Him as sitting, now, thie right hand of God, even the Father, clotheith wi
infinite majesty and might. And if you are enabladyw, to repose your heart upon Him, to believe tha
He is able to save you and, by an act of faitlgammit your soul into His keeping that He may s#ye
you have done what He bids you do—you have contéitoand He will not cast you out—the bless-
ings of His salvation shall be yours! This is tlmening which He sets before you—the drawing near of
the mind, the heart, the soul to Jesus, so asi$oitr Him—to trust in Him at once for all that yosoul
needs.

The text, when it says, “Come to Me that you migéve life,” implies that we are to come to Jesus
Christ for everything, folife includes all that is absolutely necessary fora#dw, yes, salvation itself!

It is the lowest stage of grace, and yet the tesmprehends the very highest condition of the sexgn
when it enters into glory and enjoys life at thghtihand of God. O sinner, by nature you are dead i
sin! You must be made alive or you cannot dwelhv@iod, for He is not the God of the dead but of the
living! To be quickened, you must come into contaith Him who is “the life,” even Jesus. And if you
come to Him, you have begun to live! You are alsndemned to die on account of your breaches of the
law. You are condemned already, for you have siragainst the most high God. If you come to Christ,
the Mediator, the sentence against you shall beveth You shall live, for, “there is, therefore wao
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.5&m as the soul comes to Christ, it receives pardo
and justification. These two remove from us thdtguich brought us under condemnation and put up-

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 22




Sermon #1324 Unwillingness to Come to Christ 3

on us a righteousness which entitles us to stafatédoéhe most high God without fear, for, “who i€ H
that condemns? It is Christ that died.”

Coming to Christ gives us actual spiritual lifedagives us, alsgudicial life, so that we need not
fear the axe of Justice. Those cannot be condemhedare accepted in the Beloved and all are thus ac
cepted who have come to Christ! | will read you tvesses, as they certainly may be translated withou
the slightest violation of the original languagéneTtext runs thus—"“You search the Scriptures, ffor i
them you think you have eternal life; and theytaesy which testify of Me; but you will natome to Me
that you might have life"—as if to show you thaeté are many persons who seek life and even think
that they have it, and yet have not found it beedhsy stop short of Christ. They search the Saom@st
but they will not come to Jesus. Is it not, theref@a good thing to search the Scriptures? Yes,|ttieg
and the more you search them the better. Butribishe thing—it is not the saving work. You may be
Bible readers and yet perish! But this can nevepka if you come to Jesus by faith. | may put trae
truth of God in another shape. You pray. Some of @y earnestly, but yet you will not come to Ghri
that you might have life! Is it not a good thingpay? Yes, indeed, a blessed thing to pray, luitss
not the thing—it is not the subject of the great savamgnmand The gospel precept is not, “Go you into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creatde that searches the Scriptures and prays tshall
saved.” No, but the gospel runs thus—*He that bekeand is baptized shall be saved.” There stdrals t
healing touch—the act which brings us life—faithtle heart and confession with the mouth! To these
the promise is made, and of those who neglect theseord says, “You will not come to Me, that you
might have life.”

Now, observe that this way of coming to Christjekhis indicated in the texis the only wayThere
are other preachings, but there is only one truastny, and the true ministry bears witness coriogrn
Christ. There are other supposed ways of salvabahthey shall be accursed that preach them! And
woe unto them in the last great day who have deluden’s souls with their “other gospels,” for, “eth
foundation can no man lay than that which is laiést® Christ the righteous.” “Believe and live”he t
one unchanging oracle and He that has regard sbat| find eternal life! But take heed that yospise
not him that speaks this wondrous word from heaviem,there is no other name given under heaven
among men whereby you must be saved.” Come to €€a@ne to the anointed Savior! Come to the
Son of God! Come to Him who is both God and manin€do the Mediator! Come to the Redeemer!
Come to the Great Substitute for sinners! Cometarsi Him and you shall live! | have no other mes-
sage for you. Do not reject it, for if you do yowsh perish without hope.

And this way, as it is the only one, blessed bé,G®a sure way and an open wayure, for none
ever tried it and failed. There lives not on eattiere lives not in hell—one soul that trusted i€t
and yet was not saved—

“There is life in a look at the Crucified One.

There is life at this moment for you.”
life in every instance. There has never yet beentbat did confide, alone, in Jesus, that founth feo
be useless, for faith is a living thing and worksldwve. It purifies the soul and saves the manugho
Jesus Christ.

And it is an open way as well as a sure one—opgmt tonight, dear friend. “Say not in your heart,
who shall ascend into heaven to bring Christ do®@nwho shall descend into the deep to bring Him up
again from the dead? The word is near you, on {psrand in your heart.” If you will, with your hga
believe in the Lord Jesus, and with your mouth nak&fession of Him, you shall be saved, even youl!
The latter days have fallen upon us! The shad#éseoévening of the world and the damps of its aatum
are all around us! But still there sounds forth¢hg “Whoever will, let him come and take the wabé
life freely.” Still is the fountain opened for th®use of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalensifor
and for uncleanness—

“Dear dying Lamb, Your precious blood
Shall never lose its power,

Till all the ransomed church of God

Is saved to sin no more.”
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Thus have | put, as plainly as | can, the planabfation. That is it and that is all of it—it is tmme
to Christ! If | talked much longer | might darkdmyt | could scarcely make clearer, the simplicityhe
gospel of Jesus. It is to come to Christ, to tHist, to obey Him, to yield yourself to Him, to lovéim!

So, to come to Him is to come to Him on earth aaavith Him forever and ever in heaven!

Il. Now, secondly, and very solemnly, | want to speaigdu unconverted ones, who have heard the
gospel a long time, about YOUR POSITION IN REFERENTO THIS PLAN OF SALVATION.
“You will not come to Me that you might have life.”

That describes your position and | earnestly besgeu to look it in the face. | would have you get
by yourself and say to yourself aloud and delitedyat'l will not come to Him, that | might have life.”
But you reply, “That would be an awful thing to alyknow it would be, but it is a more awful thing
to my mind, not to dare to say it and yet praclyctd be doing it! Are you ashameddayit and yetot
ashamed to do it? | know there is a curious fediibgut some men that if the preacher openly rebakes
vice which they practice they find fault with hirarfeven speaking of it. They say that he oughttaot
allude to such vile things, yet they live in thesey sins from day to day! This is the hypocrisy &ant
of sinners and it is detestable! And so men wi# lin unbelief, but if you ask them to say decigedl
do not believe,” or to assert openly, “I will nairoe to Christ that | may have life,” they think weist
be as wicked as they are to ask them to say sdlcimgl Now, what you dare do, you will surely dare
say, or else you are a coward and a liar to youl! $oit is a right thing todo, it must be right thing to
say | do not ask you to go and proclaim it to othete-+rfect them with your disease—but | ask you to
say itto yourselfl ask youto label yourself what you are and let it be didfynunderstood by your own
soul what you mean and where your position isaypou act honestly and openly with your own heart.
It surely cannot be wise to cheat yourself.

You will not come to Jesus that you might have-tfwe know this to be true of many of you be-
cause you have not come. If you say it is not thag¢ you will not come, and then | reply, “How ts i
that you have not come?” If you have come, howihgald | withdraw the charge! With what joy and
happiness do | bless the Lord that you have begmoldélis dear Son! But, if you have not come, dear
friend—and you know, yourself, whether you haveokr—then | cannot retract a syllable of the accusa-
tion, but | repeat the charge—you will not comeHim that you might have life. | know that you would
rather put it another way and you would say sofflgannot come.” But this is clattering languad
you know what, “cannot,” in such a case means nipg&re? It means the same thing as, “will not.” If
you have the will, you have the power, for, wherethere is the will, God has it, and He does nuéegi
the will without giving the power! Though sometimws have to cry out that, “to will is present with
us,” but, “how to perform that which we would, wied not,” yet that lasts not long. When the Lord
gives the will, He soon gives the way. His gracesdnot divide the two gifts—the power comes with
the will. And if you have the will tonight you havke power. That you cannot is true, but it is anlbe
because yowill not—your will is the seat of the weakness. | may sf a man that he cannot be chaste.
Why? Because he will not be chaste! That isahly reason! | may say of another man that he cannot
speak the truth. What do | mean by that? | meanhtas such a liar that veill not speak the truth. He
could if he would, but there is the point—he wititnOur weakness to do good lies in the fact that o
will, itself, is opposed to the right. “Yowill not come that you might have life” is the true Englafh
that excuse of yours that you cannot! If you wouytal) could. It is because yeuill not that you cannot!

But one of you will say, “It is not that | will npbut that Idare not come to Jesus.” Ah, my dear
friend, but if you say, “I dare not,” | have to agbu on what grounds you support that remarkalde fe
Dare not be saved? Dare not come to the Son ofwhade very person is love? Dare not do what God
commands you? “This is His commandment that yoiebelon Jesus Christ whom He has sent.” Turn
that, “dare not,” round the other way—it were muphter used so—*I dare nogfuseto come! | dare
not tarry any longer! | dare not disbelieve! | daa distrust! | dare not keep my sin and let myi&a
go.” That is the true kind of, “dare not,” but tbther is an idle excuse. How idle it must be fonan to
say, “l dare not obey my God and trust in His Sdargave your own consciences to judge. The trsith i
“You will not come to Christ, that you might havel”
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Let me hold you, now, and ask you to think foreas fminutes of what you are doing. Thinktbé
life which you are spurning! There is no life for yowahere but in Christ—and if you will not come to
Him you will never have life! That is to say, youlwot have that without which this poor existerafe
yours is only a lingering death. The grace whichld®s you to overcome sin, the joy which enables us
to master trouble, the light which helps us to lamio divine mysteries, the inward spiritual priplei
given in regeneration, by which we have fellowshith God and with His Son Jesus Christ—these are
main ingredients in the life which you need. O neadfriend, life—the life of God in the soul—isnte
the one thing necessary, the one thing without kit the world were not worth having! It would be
better to be poor and hungry and naked than toithewt this inner life. It is true life in this wiat to
live by faith upon the Son of God—and that youmissing and despising! This is the life which made
your mother what she was. You remember her holgdiand you cannot forget her triumphant dying!
The life which makes men holy, happy, safe anddeléss, “Christ in you, the hope of glory,” andsthi
is that you need. Will you reject it? O be not solish!

Remember that this life which you spurn is etefif@! It is the life with which you are to live ian-
other world, the life which shall qualify you to dlvwith cherubim and seraphim and join their sgngs
the life which will enable you to stand before theone of God and cast your crown at His feet stac
sy of grateful joy! It is this that you do not cdoehave, for you will not come to Christ that yought
have life. Do not continue to spurn the best of Gaojft!

Let me tell you, the day will come when you wilfimg your hands in anguish to think that you des-
pised that life. It may be that it will be so iretthroes of death, but it is certain that it wil 0 amid the
terrors of judgment, when there shall open wideteefou the gates of hell, and before you shaltéla
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone whigshhe second death. They who are not born twide wil
have to die twice! And he that has not life throdgith in Jesus must die the second death and endur
its pangs forever and forever. See, then, theybie spurn, dear friend, and ask yourself whethisrith
wise.

Next, think—and | wish | could speak to you as duld—think of the person whom you reject.
“You will not come to ME,” says Christ. | have betlanking of this all day—how it is that any mamca
be so base as not to come to my Lord Jesus Choisk at Him! Let me portray Him to you as He com-
pleted your redemption. He hangs upon His cross—ddis is all stained with the bruises and the @it
the rough soldiers. And down it trickles the redpi# that have been started from His temples by the
crown of thorns. His eyes are red with weeping waitd watching, and His visage is more marred than
that of any man. You can see all His bones. Hig/bs@&maciated and worn with anguish. His hands—
the cruel nails have dragged and torn till you theewide gaping wounds from which the blood flows.
His feet are the same—they are both fountains oddl And then His side! Behold His side—from
which gushed blood and water from the deep woundentey the spear. It is He who thus redeemed
mankind! The Lord of glory hangs there! The onlygbiten Son of the Highest, the Prince of the kings
of the earth has given Himself up to bleed andi¢oadfelon’s death for you! And what is your attieu
towards Him? You turn your backs upon Him! Is itthing to you? “Is it nothing to you that Jesus
should die?” Do you mean that it is nothing to yoat Jesus should bleed to redeem men? Do you mean
to refuse a share in that redemption? Do you ytiejlect the bloody ransom price He paid upon the
cross? If it is so, then put it down in plain Esgl—put it down in black and white and sign your eam
to it—"I refuse Christ’s blood.” To write it dowrsithe very best thing you can do if it is, indegal,
Because, perhaps, when you have read the dreaws] i/our conscience may be lashed into something
like life and you may begin to look at Him whom ybave pierced, and mourn because of Him. Think
about this, you that will not come to Him that ymight have life.

But, lo, | see Him yet again! He is in heaven nQuite another picture may we set before you.
There He is at the right hand of God, even the drattiothed with a snow-white garment down to His
feet, and girt about with a golden sash, distrifmutrowns and thrones! He is worshipped by ten-thou
sand times ten thousand blood-washed spirits agdlsm all their ranks! Now you can be sure o$thi
that He it is to whom you will not come! From Hibg as well as from His shame you turn away! It is
well for Me that | do not feel, just now, abouis | did before | entered this pulpit, for if | dicdtould

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Unwillingness to Come to Christ Sermon #1324

only stand here and burst into tears, and couldlad to say what | am uttering now. This is soinehk
to Jesus! So ungenerous to Jesus! | cannot belaristat the price of yousoulsthat you reject Him!
Will you sooner be damned than have Him? Do youmtbat? What strange hate is this, that to show
your hatred of Jesus you will destroy yourselved@dlish sinners! Foolish sinners! What mad freék o
sin is this, that you will bear your sins and ddre death they bring sooner than have Christ tgooe
Savior? Yet it is so, so long as it is true that yall not come to Him that you might have life.

Now, think, again, what it is you are doing. Wisathis which you refuse too@ What is the action
you refuse? You refuge come to Himlf it were to come to Sinai, where the trumpekesaexceeding-
ly loud and long, and where the flaming lightningshes forth amidst tremendous thunder, | could un-
derstand your reluctance. But the deed you refoisiotis to come to Calvary, to come to Jesus where
nothing sounds but love and mercy! You will moime to HimThat means, with some of you, that you
will not eventhink about Christ. He may die, but you cannot troubléhtnk His redemption is over. He
may rise and thus may justify His people, but yanehsomething else to think about. And that some-
thing else, with some of you, is earning your dailgad. With others of you it is only how you masg
the hours and go from one amusement to anotherat®al is worth Christ dying for, but not worth you
thinking about! Alas, how the mass of people in dom think ofanythingexcept Christ and their souls!
The papers ring with some fresh thing and the nievas everybody’'s tongue. But my Lord’s death for
sinners—oh, it is a bore, is it not? It is a weas to hear about it and, “sermons are very dillgYy
say. It is because men’s hearts are dead that asrare dull! Jesus is not endured because mematill
come to Him and live! O blessed Spirit, turn thieard hearts and stubborn wills, and turn them now!
While some will condescend to think a little, ybey utterly refuse to come to the point and believe
Now, surely, the very least thing that the Lordu3e€hrist can claim of us is that we believe Him!
When has He ever been false? What is there absuthdiracter that is untrue? It is due to trutheto r
der to it our confidence and our trust—and whenknaw that this faith, this believing Him, this ttus
ing Him, which is His due, is, nevertheless, simgdét is, the highest and most saving act of thelm
it is strange that we should still refuse to bediewhat Jesus claims is that we so believe Hino adbey
Him. Now, if He were a tyrant, we might very we# beluctant to obey. But He is so gracious, Hiseyok
is so easy and His burden is so light that it adiéh as well as wicked to not obey! All His follevs tell
us that there never was such a Master and thatwistythey could altogether obey His every will and
wish, for obedience to Him is bliss to them—and ya&i refuse to yield obedience to such a Master? Is
this wise or right? He asks your love—the love ofiyheart. What a heart that must be which cannot
and will not love Him! How foul, how vile, how deatlow black, how stony is the heart that cannot
love Him who gave His heart’s blood to redeem usioDl, soul, soul, if you perish, it is not becatse
gospel was hard and exacting and its terms segei®cause the saving act was impossible to you and
out of your reach—you perish because you will rmhe to Him that you might have life!

| desire you, still, to keep your eyes fixed oattfact, my friend, that you are acting as if yadh
said, “I will not come to Christ that | might halree.” Think of why you will not com€an you give me
some good reason why you will not come? Perhapsayswer that you hope to find salvation some-
where else. These Jews fancied so. They thoughthtég would find it in the Scriptures. “In themwyo
think you have eternal life.” Hence a personal €thwas rejected, that they might go on searchitg in
the original text, counting the letters and dispgtover knotty points. They were, however, mistaken
the Bible cannot save! Perhaps you feel that yougst more good by trying to understand doctrine
than by coming to Christ. You will be bitterly magen! However excellent the Scriptures are, if gau
Scripture in the place of Christ, you have mad&éa@aoe and you have set your choice in opposition to
God'’s choice, which is this—“that you believe omtHwhom He has sent.” It is not oit™—that you
are to believe, but orHim whom He has sent.” That is the great saving ptiet,person, the very per-
son of the Lord Jesus Christ! O beloved, | wish gould see this—that Jesus Christ gathers up in His
person all the teaching of Scripture—that in Hiessked person is all the efficacy of His redemptive
work for men and that what is to be donéoisometo Him. When you do not believe in Jesus, you re-
fuse to honor the Son of God. And He has said, thd¢ refuses Me, refuses Him that sent Me.” You
refuse God when you refuse His Christ!
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Possibly, dear friend, the reason why you will note is that you indulge some secret sin which
you cannot give up. O that secret sin! That sexirétThat worm at the root of the soul! | know ndtat
it is, my friend, but God knows and you know. Igaur pride? Can you not stoop to be saved by mercy
through the grace of God? Or is it a fleshly lustrf which you cannot separate yourself? Is it dear
you as your right hand? Off with it, man! “It istber for you to enter into life halt or maimed, et
than having two hands or two feet to be cast intrlasting fire.” Is sin holding you back from Cétri
from life, from heaven? Dear as this Barabbas nmeydb not prefer him to your Lord! Away with the
sin, it is a viper! Away with it, or else God wdhy, “Away withyou”

| fear, in some cases, that the chain which hida back from Christ is sheer frivolity. It is sdthw
a great many young people—and there are some olplgo@ho are quite as trifling—they have gray
hair on the outside of their heads, but none witlhhreir minds are none the riper for being old. yfaee
silly, frivolous, and superficial, trifling with erything, never serious upon any theme—and abdve al
others they need to be sharply rebuked. Ah, $iggu must play, | wish you would play with sometbi
cheaper than the blood of Christ! If you must éiftrifle with something that will cost you lessath
your souls! It seems a dreadful thing for a mastake his whole estate on the running of a horse, a
some have done. But it is less foolish than toestadur endless destiny upon the possibility of yiour
ing another week, or another day! Yet you are damg—you know you are! May God awaken you,
dear friend! May He speedily awaken you from suadlyfas this.

Now, | want you, dear hearer, to come back topiiet and look at the fact that you will not come
to Christ. You will do anything else, but you wilbt come to Christ. You will come out to our spécia
meetings, but why do you come? What do you conthdse meetings for if you do not need Christ?
And you will pray from mere habit—you would notdiko go to sleep without praying after a fashion—
but what do you pray for if you will not have thedb gift which God can give you, even Jesus Christ?
What is there worth praying for if you refuse Cit®i¥'es, you will search the Scriptures, but, in the
name of reason, for what? Why do men go into thegs fields if they need no grain? Why do they dig
in the mines if they do not need to find metals® Heriptures (with all reverence of them do we kpea
are but the mine—Christ is the treasure! They lagefields, but He is the harvest! Take Christ duhe
Bible and what is it? He is the sum and the sulosta it all! And when you search the Scriptures yo
should search them that you may fidon, or else you misuse and abuse them; but why ttasge re-
luctance? “Oh, | need to feel,” says one. Yes, dviknYou would like to feel deep convictions. You
would like anything rather than to come to Christ. “But,” says onenflst have time to think.” |
know—you want to be saved by yothinking—anything is more desirable to you than coming to
Christ. Come to Christ just as you are, just as g@now, while now His Spirit pleads with you! Ah,
you will not do this, some of you will not, and teéore | must leave you. Let us pass on to thelthir
point very briefly.

lll. Let us consider thoughtfully WHAT WILL BE THE RESULOF THIS. | will put myself in
your place, now, and speak for you.

“I will not come to Christ that | might have lifeWhen | have said that, what does it involve? It
means that any good feelings which | may have haough hearing the preaching of the gospel, or
through listening to the addresses of earnest tmisnen, are as the morning cloud and as the early
dew. They are all to end in nothing and to passyawhey cannot do me any good. | have heard ser-
mons in vain. | have read the Scriptures in vaihave attended prayer meetings in vain. If | wdt n
come to Christ all these things are in vain! Butatvhext? Why, then, | may expect that the feelings
now have (for | am conscious of some measure of tdesire) will pass away. | shall grow harder and
harder, and harder in heart, and more indifferamd, more callous as time rolls on. And what wilpha
pen to me, then? Why, this—I never shall come tasCht all!

| suppose that some of you, though you will naneonow, think you will come to Jesus one day.
Oh, if it were told you, to a dead certainty, tigati never would come, you would stand aghast. “Ah,
me!” you would say, “Must I, then, be lost foreve3fall | never come to Christ?” My dear friend, it
looks very likely that you never will be savedydu are to come to Jesus, why not nevky not now?
Every day adds to the chances, if | may use suatxpression, adds to the deadly “odds” against you,

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 Unwillingness to Come to Christ Sermon #1324

that you will never come to Christ! Ah, it is a gretion which might be terribly accurate if we weoe
say that some of you who have oftentimes been aveakand yet have gone to sleep again, will sleep
forever and will never lift up your eyes till yowvake in the flames of hell! Ah, God, in Your mercy,
prevent this! But this is the last result of afl.l will not come to Christ that | might have lifghen |
must die eternally and be driven forever from thespnce of God and from the glory of His power!
And, O my soul, what will that be? What will thagb Ask those who know what it is. Ask Dives while
he begs Abraham to send Lazarus to dip the tipiofihger in water to cool his tongue! Ask those
whose perpetual reply is weeping, wailing, and gimasof teeth! But | will not pause to give you ithe
answers—it would be too dreadful' Look at your fefulf you will not come to Jesus that you might
have life, you shall not see life, but the wratiCGafd abides in you!

I\V. And now, last of all, LET US HOPE THAT THERE WILLBBCHANGE, and a change tonight!
| felt, while | was speaking, that some of you weaging, “No, | dare not say that | will not come.”
Well, then, there is only one other word to say-will come” O that you would say, “I will come,” and
then carry out the resolve at once! “He is worthyng trust. | will trust Him. He is worthy of my &uali-
ence. If He will help me, | will obey Him. He is wihy of my love. By His rich grace | will love Him—

I will, I will.” Thank God, dear friend, if you havsaid that, though it has been with trembling, lfps
you may come. He bids you. His own words are, “Comble, all you that labor and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest.” You may come. His chureclvites you and His Spirit invites you, for, “the
Spirit and the Bride say, Come.” We who have, duese come, would all invite you, for it is written
“Let him that hears, say, Come. And whoever wdt,Him take of the water of life freely.” Do youelea
softness of soul coming over you? Does somethingpen, “Now is mercy’s hour”? Then, | beseech
you, quench not the Spirit, and tarry no longer! Nory not even to leave that pew and find yotileli
chamber and fall on your knees, Igtre and nowield yourself to Him! It will be the best momerdy
have ever lived—the beginning of days to you! As tiight when Israel came out of Egypt shall this
night be to your spirit if you yield yourself—

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Christ's kind arms | fall.

He is my strength and righteousness—

My Jesus, and my all.”

What He bids you do is two-fold, believe dmel baptized“He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved.” First, with thdeart man believes, and next with his mouth he make$ession of Jesus. Bap-
tism is the way to make confession according tasthrown rule, to which | charge you to be obedi-
ent—and may He accept you, and bless you this fighHis name’s sake. We shall sing this one verse
and | ask nobody to sing it who does not mean it—

“Tis done—the great transaction’s done:
| am my Lord’s and He is mine;

He drew me, and | followed on,
Charmed to confess the voice divine.”

Now, for once do not stand up, but sit still amyst just as you are—those who can sing it. As fo
the rest of you, the Lord have mercy upon you. Amen
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