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“But what things were gain to me, those | counteaksk for Christ. Yes, doubtless,
and | count all things but loss for the excellenoy the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffereetloss
of all things, and do count them but dung, that lag
win Christ, and be found in Him, not

having my own righteousness, which is of the lawg bhat

which is through the faith of Christ, the righteouess which is of God by faith.”
Philippians 3:7-9.

OUR Savior’s advice to those who wished to be Hisigles was, “Count the cost.” He did not wish
to entice any man to enlist in His army by keepnng in ignorance as to the requirements of His ser-
vice. Again and again He tested professed conwirsself and He frequently exhorted men to try
themselves, lest they should begin a professiorbanghable to maintain it. True religion is a matte
enthusiasm, but at the same time its truths ancepts can endure the severest examination. The exer
cise of our judgments upon the gospel is inviteg, yequired. It is true that many persons aredtrou
to Christ in earnest assemblies, where they areeadeld in fervent language, but yet a man may sit
down in his study or his counting house with his pe his hand and in the coolest possible manner he
may calculate and if under the Holy Spirit's guidanhe shall be led to calculate truthfully—he will
come to the conclusion that the cause of the Lesiig is worthiest and best. Do not imagine, as some
do, that religion consists in a wild fanaticism walhinever considers, calculates, judges, estimates,
ponders—for such an imagination will be the reverfseguth. Ardor, fervor, enthusiasm, these ardrees
able and we cannot well have too much of themabthe same time, as | have already said, we &n ju
tify our attachment to Christ by the calmest lodig,the most patient consideration. We may make a
lengthy and deliberate estimate, taking both thitegsporal and things eternal into review, and yet w
may challenge all gainsayers while we declare ithatthe wisest and the best thing in all the \wadd
be a disciple of Jesus Christ.

In our text the apostle gives us the word “couhtée times over. He was skilled in spiritual arith-
metic and very careful in his reckoning. He castigpaccounts with caution and observed with a dili
gent eye his losses and his gains. In his reckadmengoes not ignore any losses that may be supposed
be sustained or really may be sustained, and he mloig on the other hand, forget for a moment that
blessed gain for which he counts it worthwhile wéfexr surprising loss. Paul here seems to be iree m
cantile frame of mind, adding and subtracting, ¢mgnand balancing, with much quiet and decision of
mind. | commend the text to businessmen. | innta to follow the apostle’s example, to use thestb
judgments upon eternal things, to sit down, taketleir pen and figure as he did, and make out esti
mates and calculations as to themselves and Citmést,own works and the righteousness of faith.

The subject this morning will be, firdahe apostle’s calculationand, secondlypur own The object
being in the second part to put questions to ouesehs to whether we estimate things after thetalos
fashion.

l. First, then, let us consider THE APOSTLE’S CALCULWINS. Looking at the text, you will no-
tice that he made three distinct countings. Thégahe to much the same thing, with this difference
that each one as it succeeded its fellow was mogghatic in its result. The result was the same,jtbut
was more and more forcibly expressed.

And first, we have higounting at the outset of his Christian li/hen he became a believer, he
says of himself, “What things were gain to me, thbeounted loss for Christ.” That is to say, a tinst
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and earliest period when, from being Saul the Rablei intense Pharisee, he became Paul the convert
and the preacher of the faith which once he desttothose things which to himself had seemed very
splendid gains all dissolved into one great logshAt time, he says he made a calculation andddran
deliberate opinion that what had appeared to hiletanost advantageous was really, so far as Christ
was concerned, a positive disadvantage and hindttantim—the gains were a loss.

Now, you will notice that in this first calculatidme dwelt upon the separate items, noting each with
great distinctness. The list of the things of whighmight glory in the flesh reads like a cataltigjr-
cumcised the eighth day of the stock of Israetheftribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as euc
ing the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persagtlie church; touching the righteousness whigh is
the law, blameless.” These are the things whichevgains to him and the list is very comprehensive,
beginning at his birth and circumcision and runniigit on to the date of his conversion. He dwells
with a high degree of interest upon the items efJ@wish advantages. They had been as preciods pear
to him once and while he freely renounces thenyeh@emembers that they were once dear as the apple
of his eye. They had been his pride, his patemtodility, and his daily boast. He felt himself te
these respects far in advance of the most of mdrdm second to none, even of his favored race, for
even now he says, “If any other man thinks thabdewhereof he might trust in the flesh, | haveerior
“Circumcised the eighth day’—the rite which intragd him to the outward covenant of Abraham had
been performed exactly when ordained by the law-w#® not one who had been circumcised as prose-
lytes were, late in life, nor at an irregular seasa account of ill health, traveling, or paremablect.

But to the moment as the Mosaic ritual requiredh&e as a babe been received into the congregattion
Israel. Next, he was of “the stock of Israel.” Hasanot one who had been converted to the Isrdelitis
faith, nor a descendant of Gibeonites or of prdsélyparents, but he was of the pure stock of Isceel
scended by a clear line, which probably he was gbtealogically to trace, from that Israel who was
prevailing prince with God. He was proud of thiscent and well he might be, for every Jew is ofl@ob
lineage. Speak of ancient families who can matehstted of Israel! Theirs is the best blood in thie u
verse, if one blood is better than another.

Paul also boasted that he was “of the tribe of &aim”—the tribe which Moses called the beloved
of the Lord. The tribe within whose canton the téargtood. The tribe which was descended from the
beloved wife of Jacob, even Rachel, and not froengbins of either of the bondwomen. The tribe of
Benjamin was that from which the first king of Isfavas chosen and he bore the same name as that by
which Paul had been known among his Jewish bretlitaul was therefore of the very choicest branch
of that vine which the Lord Himself brought outEdypt.

He next adds that he was a “Hebrew of the Hebrel#s.ivas the cream of the cream, the very pick
and choice out of the choice nation and the eleopfe. If there was any benefit to be had by being
the seed of Abraham, the Hebrew, he had all thagfiian the highest possible degree. Then he Ipad a
pended to all the advantages of birthright andadiomality that of entering into a peculiar sebg most
orthodox, the most devout—for “as touching the lae/was a Pharisee,” and belonged to the sect which
attached importance to the minutest details oflalaeand tithed its mint and its anise, and its aumi
What more could he be? He was a Jesuit among ttieIlia, one who went to the extreme among ex-
tremists, one of those initiated into the innermeestrets of the faith. Then, as to personal charalae
felt that here in his natural state he had somgthihich was gain, for he was so full of zeal thaise
who appeared to speak against the law of Mosesblaling the gospel were counted as his enemies,
whom he hunted down with all his might, “concerniregl, persecuting the church.” This he had done
in all honesty of purpose as the result of hisdhgh self-righteousness. He finishes by saying hieat
himself was, as to every detail of the law, evétlelpoint of ritual and every particular ruletaether
blameless. This was no small thing to say, butgoke no more than the truth. These things all put t
gether are what he counted gains (for the Greeklwgin the plural) and | think he dwells somewhat
lingeringly upon each separate point, as very ieliight, for they had been very dear to him imfer
days, and these privileges were in themselves shohgo mean worth.

But now, what was to be set on the other side? Heaelong list on one side, what is to be placed
per contra?He says, “What things were gain to me, those Intedi lossfor Christ.” What! What!
Nothing on the other side but one item! One? Omlg’And yet there were so many privileges on the
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other side! There was but one name, one persdmatrstale, while in the other there were so many ad
vantages! Why, one begins to think that the catardawill soon come to an end in favor of Saul'sals
elitish descent and the rest of it, but not so—dhe outweighed the many. Here | want you to notice
that Paul does not say that those he counted dosSHristianity, or for the church, or for the ayttox
faith. There would have been truth in such a statépbut the center of the truth lies here—he aadint
these things loss for Christ, that is, for the Ldesus Christ Himself. He thought of that divines,on
blessed be His name, that brother of our souls wé® born at Bethlehem, the Kinsman, Redeemer of
His people—Christ, the living, loving, bleeding,inky, buried, risen, ascended, glorified Christ.sThi
was the glorious person whom he placed on the siderof the balance sheet. And now see the result.
He says, “What things were gain to me, those | tadifoss.” A singular result. Not only that aftertp
ting the one under the other and making a subtractie found that all his carnal advantages wes® le
than Christ, but far more than this, he found thgm@s actually transformed into a loss. They were

a plus on that side to stand in proportion to thes n this side, but they were turned into a miols
actual deficit. He felt that his fleshly advantageben he came to look at them in regard to Chustge
disadvantages and what he had reckoned to be gpérated rather against him than for him when he
began to know Christ. My brethren, he does not ntleanto be a “Hebrew of the Hebrews” was in itself
a loss, nor that to be of the stock of Israel wassa, for there was a natural advantage abouhisll
“What advantage then has the Jew?” says he in anptace and he replies, “Much every way,” but he
meant that with respect to Christ those things Wwiwere naturally an advantage became a disadvantage
because their tendency had been to keep him frostirig Christ and their tendency was still to tempt
him away from simple faith in Jesus. “Alas!” he sl to say to himself, “it was because | glorieat th

| was of the stock of Israel that | rejected theisttof God. It was because | boasted that as tagahe

law | was blameless that therefore | refused t@pcthe glorious righteousness of Jesus Chrisaibly. f
These advantages were scales upon my eyes to lkeépmseeing the beauty of my Lord. These privi-
leges were stumbling blocks in my way to preventaogiing as a poor, humble, needy sinner and lay-
ing hold on the atoning sacrifice of Jesus.” Mytbren, it is a grand thing to have led a virtuates It

is a matter for which to praise God to have beet kethe very center of the paths of morality, this
blessing may by our own folly become a curse tdf uge place our moral excellences in opposition to
the righteousness of our Lord Jesus and begingandthat we have no need of a Savior. If our charac
ter is in our own esteem so good that it makessagide garment for us and therefore we rejectabe r

of Christ’s righteousness, it would have been Ibdtteus if our character had been by our own cenfe
sion a mass of rags, for then we should have baedingmo be clothed with the vesture which divine
love has prepared. Yes, better, so far as thisemgticoncerned, to be like the open sinner whovail
readily be tempted that way because he is too foalpankrupt to pretend to be righteous before.®od
say again, Paul does not say that these things@radvantages, but that for Christ—and when he
comes to look at them in the light of Christ—heawly them as being a loss rather than a gairhdtl)

this day a righteousness of my own, yet wouldndlit to the winds to lay hold of the righteousnets
Christ, fearing all the while lest so much as theel of it should cling to my hand. Had | neverrsd

in one solitary open sin and if but one secretsgagssion of my heart had ever been committed, yet
would I loathe my righteousness as filthy rags anly tremble lest my proud spirit should be so isiol

as to cling to such a useless thing. Adam fellugloone sin and lost Paradise, and lost us all-ha&b t
one sin suffices to curdle the purest righteousirgesutter sourness. Away, then, with the verydsva

of self and legal righteousness.

But let us now proceed to notice that Paul givekissecond calculation, which is his estimate for
the time then presentYes, doubtless,” he says, “and | count”™—not, Qunted’—as he said before,
but, “I count all things but loss for the excellgnaf the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” We are
always anxious to hear what a man has to say abthihg after he has tried it. It is all very waill
begin with eagerness, but how does the venturearafter a trial? After twenty years or more of exp
rience, Paul had an opportunity of revising hisahaé sheet and looking again at his estimatesesd s
ing whether or not his count was correct. What thasresult of his latest search? How do mattersdsta
at his last stock-taking? He exclaims with verycgleemphasis, “Yes, doubtless, and | count atidhi
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge ofi€thfesus my Lord.” The two words, “Yes, doubtless,
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are a very strong affirmation. He is speaking veogitively as to his present confirmed assuranck an
established judgment. Look at him then, again, nwakiis estimate today, after he has been for some
time in the divine life and has been made to sudfethe result of his earnest service. You perdhiat

He has not forgotten the things that were gains,a® we have already seen, he has given us dedetai
list of them. On this second occasion he doeseq#at the catalog, partly because there was nofoeed

it and partly because he cares less for each @athmainly because, for fear anything should haenb
omitted, he succinctly sums up the whole by sayfiatly,things.” He as good as says—yes, doubtless,
and | count as loss all the advantages of birtipmality, and self-righteousness which once | cewd

to be gains. If | have left out anything whereofaaslsraelite | might have gloried, | beg you teart it

in the list, for | mean that all should be includelden | say that | count all things loss for Chsisiake.

So you see he has not altered the original sumnibeyhas even made it more comprehensive, but
he stands to the same estimate as always—thegatill iloss.” Only we perceive that now he dwells
longer and evidently with greater delight of exgies upon the other side, for now he uses not yarel
the word “Christ,” but the fuller expression, “ftte excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord.” Now he has come tknowthe Christ in whom before he trusted. He spokEliof before as one
for whom he counted gain as loss, but now he peseio great an excellency in Him that even to know
Him he reckons to be a super-eminent blessing.didime Lord is better loved as He is better known.
The closer our inspection, the greater is the nreahiéxcellency of His character.

The words used by the apostle show us the pointg wghich he had the fullest knowledge. He
knew the Lord afhrist, or as the Messiah, sent and anointed of the Eatteeunderstood more fully
than at the first, the fullness, power and excegéifficacy of the anointing of our Lord which Hedha
received above His fellows. He saw Him to be thenaon’s promised seed, the coming one, the prom-
ised light of Israel, the ordained Prince and Sasiadhe sons of men, and he saw all His qualiforet
for this wonderful character. He perceived His ating as Prophet, Priest and King. He delightese®
the Spirit of the Lord resting upon Him and desa@egdrom Him to His people, as the sacred oil from
the head of Aaron distilled to the skirts of hisrgants. He saw great excellency in the knowledgbef
Lord’s anointed, whose garments smell of myrrh alues and cassia, but this was not all, for he pro-
ceeds to callesusChrist Jesus. “You shall call His name JesusHiershall save His people from their
sins.” Paul knew Him as the anointed Savior, yesha actual Savior who had saved him—saved him
from the madness of his blasphemy and persecuteored him from all his past guilt, saved him and
made him to be an instrument of the salvation bérg. He delights in the title of Savior, as wedall
who know the savor of it. How sweetly musical ie ttame of Jesus. How fragrant is it even as ointmen
poured forth. Excellent indeed is the knowledgewfLord in this character.

How delicious are the apostle’s next worttay Lord.” Not merely the Lord, but “my Lord.” His
knowledge was an appropriating knowledge. He kriiemwRedeemer as anointed for him, as saving him,
as Lord over all for him, and now as Lord to hinheThoney of the sentence lies in that word “mydl
not know how it seems to your hearts, but to me @ne of the sweetest words that can possiblysed u
by mortal lip, “the knowledge of Christ Jesuy Lord.” Whether He is your Lord or not, yet is He sure-
ly mine. Whether He is accepted as Lord by the sémsen or not, yet is He joyfully owned as Lord to
me and Master of my spirit, sole monarch of my wehwhture—"Christ Jesus my Lord.” You see, then,
how truly, fully, practically, and personally hedw the Lord Jesus.

The text implies that he knew Hiby faith He had seen Him in the flesh, but in that herditiglo-
ry, for he had now come to value only the thing&adh, desiring mainly that the righteousness \uhg
of God by faith might be imputed unto him. He beéid and therefore he knew. There is no knowledge
so gracious as the knowledge of faith, for a mag kmow a great deal in a natural way and yet perish
but that which comes of faith is saving. If a mantlycknows Christ in the head, but does not trushHi
with the heart, what is the good of His knowleddte®ill rather ruin than save him. So to know the
Lord Jesus Christ as to lean your soul’s full weighon Him, so to know Him as to experience peace
because you trust in Him, so to know Him as to feat you can rest in Him more and more, from day
to day, because He is all your salvation and allrytesire—this is to know Him indeed! But Paul also
knew the Lord byexperiencefor he speaks of knowing Him and “the power of Hisurrection.” This
is excellent knowledge indeed, when the power fafcais realized within and shown in the life. When
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we are raised from the death of our sin and feslwre are so, then is our knowledge of the risens€Ch
excellent indeed. When we feel a new life within ggickening us unto spiritual things, and knowt tha
this springs from the resurrection of our Lord, &avorked in us according to the mighty power wviahic
raised Jesus Christ from the dead, then indeedmearejoice in the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord.

More than that, Paul knew something of Christ aad wiming to know more bygrowing likeness
to Him,“That | may know Him and the fellowship of His seifings, being made conformable unto His
death.” He had entered, in some measure, into hstéds sufferings. He had been persecuted and des-
pised of men for much the same reason as his Ma&#tenad, in a degree, felt Christ’'s motives, Qlwis
love for man, Christ's zeal for God, Christ’s ssé#erifice, Christ’'s readiness to die on behalfh# t
truth. This is an excellent knowledge indeed andl Faght well esteem it as far more precious thian a
legal privileges. He spoke of it as super-eminemvkledge, for such is his meaning, and he reckaned
to be beyond all price. Beloved, there is no knolgkein the world which can be compared with such a
knowledge of Christ Jesus as | have tried to diesgtist now, for it is a knowledge which concefimes t
highest conceivable object—even the Son of Godkfimw the science of nature, to be familiar with
rocks, to read the stars, to comprehend all thatggs is a comparative trifle when we consider vithigt
to know God in the person of the Lord Jesus. Hehom dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily
is most worthy to be known and angels and printipal unite with all the saints in thinking so. One
truth about Christ is more precious than the totalll other knowledge! This is a knowledge whiah n
man has except it is given him by the Holy Spirirdéhence is excellence. We may say to all who
know Christ, “Flesh and blood has not revealed timto you.” Divinely taught must he be who has
learned Christ. This science cannot be acquirethmols nor imparted by learned professors, non eve
gathered by years of diligent research. To thetheawewed by the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus ningst
revealed by the Spirit Himself, for no man can #&t Jesus Christ is Lord but by the Holy SpirihaT
is a superlative knowledge which requires in eagedo be communicated by God Himself.

If you would see the excellency of this knowledigek at its effects. Some knowledge puffs up, but
this knowledge makes us humble and the more we bhitethe less are we in our own esteem. This
knowledge sanctifies, purges, and delivers fromldkie of sin. It saves the soul—saves it from pnése
sin and from eternal woe. This knowledge elevaiesnotives, sweetens the feelings, and gives mpbili
to the entire life, for the man who knows Chrigeb after a loftier order of life than those whe agno-
rant of Him. This knowledge indeed, beloved, is edbemt because it never can be lost—it is a
knowledge which will continue to progress, everetarnity. The most of the subjects which mortals
study here will be forgotten in the world to coriée profoundest of them will be too trifling to par-
sued amid angelic thrones. The honors of classiedl mathematical attainments will shine but dimly
amidst the glories of heaven, but the knowledg€lmfist Jesus will still be priceless and it willusa
those who possess it to shine as the sun. He tlaatkChrist shall go on to sit at His feet andetarih,
and as he learns, he will tell to principalitieslgowers the manifold wisdom of God in the persbn o
Jesus Christ. See then, beloved, that the apéstlithe sake of the knowledge of Christ Jesus bislL
still counted all the things that he had once glrin to be but loss. This was his calculation when
was writing. It was not merely the estimate of yasinger days, but it was his present renewed and co
firmed judgment. My friends, is it ours?

The great apostle gives us a third counting whiely tve regarded dass life estimatenot of the past
only, nor of the present merely, but of the past present inclusively. Here it is, “For whom | hasud-
fered the loss of all things, and do count themdurig, that | may win Christ, and be found in Him.”
Here, beloved, you see that his estimate sets ibutastual test and practical proof. He is sittdayvn, |
suppose, in the guard room of the Praetorian ateRefmere he was a prisoner, the chains are on his
wrist and if he likes, he needs no blotting papet, may powder his writing with the rust of histées.

He has nothing in all the world. He has lost ail diid friends. His relations disown him, His coynten
abhor him, and even his Christian brethren oftetress him. No name made the Jew gnash his teeth
more maliciously than did the name of Saul of Tarstho was adjudged to be the vilest of renegades.
He has lost caste and lost all ground of glorylig.has no longer a righteousness of his own whéoein
glory, but is stripped of every rag of legal hof#rist is his all and he has nothing else. He las n
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worldly property. He has no provision for his commast needs and most true are his words as he writes
“For whom | have suffered the loss of all thingset us enter the prison and put a personal question
the good man. Paul, your faith has brought youbsohlute penury and friendlessness. What is your es-
timate of it now? Theory is one thing, but doescpca bear it out? The sea looks smooth as glags, b
seafaring is pleasanter to talk of than to pracii¢ee embarking was a fine spectacle, but whaktpou

of a sea voyage when the storm rages? How now?P&gll,” says he, “I confess | have suffered the
loss of all things.” And do you deeply regret iguP? “Regret it,” says he, “regret the loss of ninai-
seeism, my circumcision, my Israelitish dignity?grRa it! No,” he says, “lI am glad that all these ar
gone, for | count it to be a deliverance to beofithem.”

In his first and second countings, he called hisnfr gains loss, but now he sets them down as
“dung.” He could not use a stronger word. He calldis boastings in the flesh mere offal—something
to get rid of and no loss when it is gone, buteath subject for congratulation that it is remo¥ean
him. The word signifies that which is worthless asdised to express the lees and dregs of wine, the
settlement which a man finds in his cup and drawsupon the ground when he has drunk his liquor,
the refuse of fruit, the dross of metals, and thaffcand stubble of wheat. In fact, the root of werd
signifies things cast to dogs—dog’s meat, bones filwe plates, crumbs and stale pieces brushed from
the table, and such things as one is anxious tadbef. The apostle puts down the whole of the fine
things which he had enumerated as no better thag. dOf the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjam
a Hebrew of the Hebrews,” he shakes out the wradldor the dogs and is glad to be rid of it all for
Christ’'s sake. It reminds me of a ship in a stowihen the captain leaves the harbor, he has a cargo
board of which he takes great care, but when adnelous wind is blowing and the ship labors, being
too heavily laden, and there is great fear thatvalienot outride the storm, see how eagerly thibosa
lighten the ship. They bring up from the hold wathdiligence the very things which before theyzpd,
and they seem rejoiced to heave them into theNs&&r were men more eager to get than these are to
throw away. There go the casks of flour, the béisom, the manufactured goods. Overboard go valua-
ble bales of merchandise. Nothing seems to be weiping. How is this? Are these things not good?
Yes, but not good to a sinking ship. Anything mgstto save life, anything to outride the storm. Asad
the apostle says that in order to win Christ andedound in Him, he flung the whole cargo of hes b
loved confidences overboard and was as glad tadyef them as if they were only so much dung. This
he did to win Christ and that fact suggests anofieure. An English warship of the olden times is
cruising the ocean and she spies a Spanish gatigbe distance laden with gold from the IndiespCa
tain and men are determined to overtake and caparrdor they have a relish for prize money, It
vessel sails heavily. What then? If she will notvedecause of her load, they fling into the seayeve
thing they can lay their hands on, knowing thath#y can capture the Spanish vessel the booty will
make amends for all they lose and vastly more. @owonder at their eagerness to lose the littigaia
the great? Sailor, why cast overboard those ugkings? “Oh,” says he, “they are nothing compared
with that prize over yonder. If we can but get sigeside and board her, we will soon make up fbr al
that we now throw into the sea.” And so it is witle man who is in earnest to win Christ and to be
found in Him. Overboard go circumcision and Pharis@ and the blamelessness touching the law and
all that, for he knows that he will find a betteghteousness in Christ than any which he foregges,
find everything in Christ which he now for his Lésdake counts but as the slag of the furnace.

Now, beloved, notice how much nearer Paul had @@&@Hrist than he was before, for in his second
estimate he spoke of knowing Him, but now he speéksnning Him for his own. The word meant and
should have been translated, “gain”, “that | mayndahrist"—for the apostle keeps to the mercantile
figures all the way through and means that | mag Gdrist and know Him as my own, that | may have
Him and hold Him and sing with the spouse, “My B&d is mine.” For this cause, we may wisely
count all things but dung, that we may have thalLlasus in everlasting possession.

Then Paul adds, “and be found in Him.” He longbedidden in Jesus and to abide in Him as a bird
in the air or a fish in the sea. He pants to bewitle Christ and so to be in Him as a member ithen
body. He desires to get into Christ as a fugitikelt®rs himself in his hiding place. He aspire®doso
in Christ as never to come out of Him, so that vévem anyone looks for him, he may find him in Jesus
and that when the Great Judge of all calls for hinthe last great day, He may find him in Christ. |
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would be ill to be found where Adam was, shiveriumgler the trees of the garden with his fig leavgs o
but to be found beneath the Tree of Life, wearimgrobe of God’s righteousness, this will be binss
deed. We are lost out of Christ, but we are foumHim. Once met with by the Great Shepherd, we are
found by Him, but when safely folded in His loveg are found in Him.

Do notice how Paul sticks to what he began witmels, the unrobing himself of his boastings in
the flesh and his arraying himself with Christ. ¢fsires to be found in Christ, but he adds, “neirita
my own righteousness, which is of the law.” No,wi# have nothing to do with that. He has already
despised it as loss and thrown it overboard assgdeygl now he will not have it or call it his ownadl.

It is strange for a man to say, “not having my dwWut he does say so. He disowns his own righteous-
ness as eagerly as other men disown their sinb@amighly esteems the righteousness which Christ ha
worked out for us, which becomes ours by faith.cls it “the righteousness which is of God byHdit
and he sets great store by it. Yes, it is all F@rds. My brethren, this is the thing we oughtecsbkeking
after, to be more and more conscious that we hdwistCto abide in Him more continually, to be more
like Him, even in His sufferings and in His deathd to feel the full power of His resurrection-hfgh-

in ourselves. May God grant us grace to do thistardnore we do it the more we shall coincide with
the apostle in his slight esteem for all thing® elBhis matter is like a balance, if one scale gtmsn,

the other must go up. The weightier Christ's infloe, the lighter will be the world and self-
righteousness and when Christ is all in all, thenworld and self will be nothing at all.

Il. I shall not weary you, | hope, by taking a few newifor the last head, which is OUR OWN
CALCULATIONS. First,do we join in Paul’s earliest estimaté® the outset of his spiritual life he saw
all his own natural advantages and excellencesharmbunted them loss for Christ. Every true Clarsti
here remembers the time when he also counted ateinhhe had formerly trusted to be of no value
whatever and betook himself to Jesus. But perhapgadk to some who have never done so. You are at
this time, my friend, still confident that you nexddd anybody any harm, that your life has beenadei
and upright, that you have been just, charitabtel, land, and that all this certainly qualifies ytor
heaven. You count your natural virtues to be ggeats. | spoke but three days ago to an old mane mo
than eighty and when he told me of his great aggd, “I hope that when you die you will go to heav
en.” “Ah, master,” he said, “I never did anythindgqyvl should go anywhere else.” There are multitudes
who believe that creed—they do not speak it outegsd plainly as the aged peasant did, but theynmea
it, all the same. Ah, dear friends, you must baught out of that delusion and all these moral dgoel
es and virtues must be loss to you, that Chrigglsteousness may be your only gain. May the Holy
Spirit teach you this distasteful truth. | wish ydweart would sing—

“No more, my God, | boast no more

Of all the duties | have done.

I quit the hopes | held before,

To trust the merits of Your Son.

Yes, and | must and will esteem

All things but loss for Jesus’ sake.

O may my soul be found in Him,

And of His righteousness partake.”
You will never be saved till you lose all your lépapes.

Now, secondly, after years of profession which mahyou have madejo you still continue in the
same mind and make the same estimhte®e known, | am sorry to say, some professdrs have by
degrees settled down upon something other tharsiCBeloved, are you resting now upon your years
of manifest improvement since conversion? Are yegifning to depend upon the regularity of your
attendance at the means of grace, upon your prpsatger, upon what you have given, or upon your
preaching or anything else? Ah, it will not do. Wieist continue to stand where we stood at first; say
ing, “Yes, doubtless, and | count all things bugsldor the excellency of the knowledge of Chrisiude
my Lord.” Come now, Christian, if you could go baekould you begin at the cross? If you could re-
trace your steps, would you begin again by restipgn Christ and by taking Him to be your all irf?alll
will tell you my answer—I have no other foundatiapon which | could begin, | must rest on my
Lord—
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“To whom or where should | go

If I should turn from You?”
Lone refuge of my spirit, sole port of my poor laibg boat, to you | fly today, if never | did sofbee,
or if before, to you | fly anew. Say you so, brathand sisters? | am sure you do.

Now, again, you cannot join Paul in the third cldtion and say, “For whom | have suffered the
loss of all things,” but still | must put it to yeado you think you could have suffered the loss lof al
thingsif it had been required of you for Christ’'s saké® had come to this, that you must be banished
or renounce your Savior, would you go into banisht?df the alternative were the spoiling of your
goods, would you let all go rather than renounaer ymrd? Your forefathers did so and what the $piri
worked in them | doubt not He would have workegau had the times been of a severer character. But
| will ask you a more practical question. Since ymave not had to suffer the loss of all thingsyyda
hold all things at God’s disposal? Are you readpaot with comfort and honor for Him? Can you take
up the social cross and join with the most despssed for the truth’s sake? Can you lose the réapec
bility which attaches to popular creeds and can gast in your lot with the despised Redeemer when
religion no more walks in her silver slippers, tnatvels barefooted through the mire? Can you be con
tent to share with the “despised and rejected af’m# you can, then you could also suffer the logs
all things, but see to it that it be indeed so.

Let me ask another practical question. You havesnéfered the loss of all things, but seeing God
has left your worldly comforts to yolnave you used all things for His sakdave you given to His
cause all that cause might fairly ask? | hope yau gay, “Yes, | hope | have and as the world judges
vastly more, for | have said in my soul—

‘And if | must make some reserve,
And duty did not call,

I love my God with zeal so great
That | would give Him all.”

Well then, you also may make your estimate as plostée did, though you have not had practically
to endure the loss of all things, yet you do cdabetn but dung for Christ’s sake.

But one thing more. Beloved, if Christ be so to ybat all things else in comparison to Him are
dross and dungjo you not want Him for your childre?o you not desire Him for your friends? Do
you not wish all your kinsfolk to have Him? Whateweman values for himself, he values for others.
You want your boy to follow your trade if you bel@it to be a very good one. You desire to see your
children well placed in life, but what position life can be equal to being found in Christ? and twha
winnings under heaven can be compared with win@ihgst? You may judge your own sincerity by the
measure of your desire for the salvation of otlad | earnestly entreat you be not afraid to teélers
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus yanrd, and be not slow to impress upon them the
absolute necessity of being found in Him. Loathe ittea of having a righteousness of your own, but
grasp with all your faith the righteousness of g§eGutirist. | commend to you Christians that you give
your whole selves to Christ, that from this daywfard you serve Him spirit, soul, and body, for et
there is nothing worth living for, nothing worthesv giving a single tear for if you lose it, nor Woea
smile if you gain it, save only that which comesnfr Christ, and can be used for Christ, and is fannd
Christ. Christ is all. May He be so to you. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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