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“And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shalkhow this?”
Luke 1:18.

“Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be?”
Luke 1:34.

ZACHARIAS and the Virgin Mary were both very dear God and therefore highly honored and
greatly favored. The points of likeness betweemmttege many. They were both persons of eminent
character, for Zacharias walked blameless in &l didinances and commandments of the Lord and
Mary was equally gracious and devout. They werdé badited by an angel and were both favored with
the prediction of a marvelous birth. Their answershe angel are our two texts and at first sigletyt
seem to be alike. One does not see much lesstbfdabf unbelief in the one than in the otheriestf
reading them and yet Zacharias was blamed andesteabby being made dumb for a season, while the
Virgin was indulged with an explanation and wasiaftards praised by the Holy Spirit who spoke
through her cousin Elizabeth and said, “Blessexhésthat believed: for there shall be a performarice
those things which were told her from the Lord.aftpears very clear then that God can see diffeeenc
where we see none. Though two persons may actrwech alike and from their lips may fall similar
expressions, yet their temper and spirit may beelyidifferent. Where you and | would put them to-
gether and say, “They are alike,” God sees a @iffeg. For while we judge sights and sounds, thd Lor
weighs the spirits. You must have noticed thistimeo parts of God’s Word. | will give you two insta
es in the life of Abraham. Lot was commanded ndbtd towards Sodom, and his wife, after looking to
Sodom, was turned into a pillar of salt. And yedtttmorning Abraham got up early to the place where
he was known to meet with the Lord and it is reedrthat he looked toward Sodom. The very thing
which Lot must not do, Abraham may do. It is thensaaction but, if you think a moment, you can
clearly see that the looking back of Lot would madmgering desire to return, but the look of Afen
had nothing of that kind in it and could have nd smgnificance. He was simply looking to the burgi
cities and admiring with solemn awe the justicettf Most High as he saw the heavens ruddy with
flame and afterwards dark with dense clouds, wihigessmoke went up like the smoke of a furnace. The
action was the same externally, but widely diffénenreality. The Lord God does not so much regard
our outward acts as the motives which direct thaththe spirit in which they are performed.

Perhaps a more remarkable instance is that of Abmednd his wife Sarah. When they each received
a distinct promise of the birth of Isaac, it isdsthat Abraham fell upon his face and laughed. Areh
we read a little farther on, “Sarah laughed with@rself.” We never find that Abraham was censuced f
laughing. He laughed rightly. It was the naturgbmssion of a wondering and amazed delight. It was
holy laughter and he was not censured nor callett¢ount for it. But the Lord said unto him, “Whigd
Sarah laugh?” Sarah was censured for doing the tharg which in Abraham was quite right and did
not need to be corrected. They both laughed, tlken@s right, but the other was wrong. Why? Because
there was a vital difference between them. Sanahsthe laugh of unbelief. She thought it could et
that at her age she should bear a child, her lsa@ lzeing old. She laughed at the very idea. linssk
altogether too absurd. The mere notion struck kBebeang perfectly ridiculous and though a devout
woman, she somewhat forgot the reverence due towtimgave the promise and she laughed, though
in a subdued and quiet way, “within herself.” Abaiah believed that the divine promise would be per-
formed and his was the laugh of joy to think thatgiould see a son born to his beloved Sarah who

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 A Distinction with a Difference Sermon #1405

should be his heir and the inheritor of the covénidis soul danced within him with delight becalse
believed what the Lord had spoken. Yet the twooastioutwardly are so exactly similar that if younco
demn one, you think you must condemn the other.@t does not, since He sees not as man sees, for
man looks at the outward appearance, but God lablte heart.

We may apply this great truth to ourselves. Wesailg the same hymn just now to the same tune,
and yet from one it may have been to God’s ear enaisd from another mockery. We closed our eyes
just now and bowed our heads in prayer, and anjamieng upon us might have supposed us to be all
equally accepted, But the Lord knows in whose ¢heseheart was wandering upon the mountains of
vanity and in whose case the soul, with all its pmsywas crying out unto the living God. Judge your
selves, beloved, but never judge yourselves aaugrdi the sight of the eyes. And never be satisfied
with yourselves because externally everything rsem, because you have passed through the raaitine
religion and attended to the machinery of the outviarm. Do not be content with postures, soundk an
looks—the soul is the soul of the matter. Lookret heart and cry to God also, that He would search
you and make you clean in the secret parts, atlkeridden parts make you to know wisdom. Other-
wise you may stand as God'’s people do and go iroahdf the house of prayer even as the brightiest o
the saints do and never be separated from thertlh@atirumpet rings out the great tremendous daly an
you are sent to the left with the goats to be waleby a curse, while His people on His right hahdll
receive the blessing forever. Let us all remembat there may be an external similarity in apparent
right or wrong and yet there may be an inward ameah dissimilarity. It is the inward that is theat,
not the outward, and the great Judge will searchtgnand separate between the precious and tag vil
though the vile may seem to be more beautiful tharprecious genuine diamond.

But now, leaving the general principle, | invitewyalear friends, to come back to my texts and ac-
company me in looking at these two persons to desther there is not a difference perceptible by our
selves. And | think we shall find a great deal maireersity than we had expected. | cannot worktbat
whole matter in one sermon, but some prominenttpeil, | hope, interest and profit you.

|. First let us take the case of ZACHARIAS who saM/HEREBY SHALL | KNOW THIS?” And
notice, to begin with, that supposing the two egpiens of Zacharias and Mary had been identical, an
supposing that they had conveyed the same thouwggttd, they hadoth been wrong, Zacharias would
have been the more faulty of the two, herwas a priest—a man set apart by office to study the Word
of God and to draw peculiarly near to God on hisi@ecount and for the people. Mary was simply a
humble village maid. Mary, it is true, was of rogiscent, but her family had fallen into obscur@ire
was a person of superior mind, but she held ne®ffhat could distinguish her from others. Zaclsaria
being a priest was bound to act with a higher degfefaith than Mary, the lowly maiden. The priast’
lips should keep knowledge and teach many. Werdhmopriests set apart to be instructors of the peo
ple, helpers of those that are weak and guidehadet who are ignorant and out of the way? They
should therefore, in all things set an exampléldiry had been unbelieving and Zacharias unbeligving
and both unbelieving to the same extent, yet irhZeas it would have been much worse because his
very office called upon him to display greater grdtan the humble maiden. Brothers and sisters,Imay
not apply this to myself and to you? Brother migist if we are unbelieving, we in our unbelief di n
sin so cheaply as our people. We have more tins¢utdy the Word, and therefore we have, or ought to
have, more acquaintance with it. We are more famiith divine things and ought to be more richly
filled with their faith-creating spirit. If the Ldrhas been pleased to make us under-shepherd$izver
people, we are bound to be examples to the flock.High position demands of us the exhibition of a
greater degree of grace than we can expect fronmmnbelievers, who are God’s dear people, but are
not set apart to be leaders. The same line of aeguwmill apply in due proportion to each servanbof
Lord Jesus. According to their measure of gracaenmexpected of some than of others. You, dear si
ters, who teach young people should remember kegt watch you and they expect to see in you a
bright example. And what is more, God, who hasegaagou in the position of teachers or of mothers,
intends that there should be in you, by His graoeething that others may look up to, that the goun
beginners may learn from you. Take heed that tleenlearn unbelief from your doubting. Let them
never see in you that worry, that anxiety, thatfiteess which denotes the absence of a calm oaian
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upon God, but let them, whatever they gather fram, yearn that which is worth knowing. And what
can be a better lesson than that of faith in God@ Who are in the church, dear friends, preaclsrs,
ders, deacons and instructors of others, seethatityour lives and words do not breed unbeliepe=s
cially do | speak to myself upon this point, forifge much exercised in spirit, |1 tremble lest | skibu
suggest to any of you doubts and fears or encowymagién them. Let those of us who are guides of oth
ers see to it that we do not dishonor God by mestand questioning, for unbelief in us is a glarfiauglt
and God will surely visit it upon us, even if Henks at it in the weak ones of the flock.

Again, in Zacharias’ case it was not merely hisceftthat distinguished him, but he wasnan of
years. We read that both he and his wife were “well s&ithn years.” Now, a man who has had a long
experience of the things of God—a man of prayer Wwas had many answers—a man of trouble who
has had many deliverances—a man who has seen itideoh&od with him in a long journey through
the wilderness of life—is expected by God to exhiifar stronger faith than the young people who
have but lately learned His name. | speak to mamg,lwho are by far my seniors, of whom | may say
that they were in Christ before me and they mustigga my saying that they should have more faith
than | by reason of their years of constant expegeof the Lord’s faithfulness and truth. And lpto
who have known the Lord now for a considerable nemdd years, must never put myself down with
those who were converted during the last few moatitssay that | am to have no more faith than they.
Shame upon every one of us if every day does maog s fresh motives for believing in our Lord. Eve
ry hour, indeed, should be filled with argumentsdanore complete childlike trust in Him. What? Dea
sister, did the Lord help you in such-and-suchrait®t And do you not remember that you said, “lisha
never doubt Him again”? And yet you have done do, fow grievous must those doubts be to your
gracious Lord! | know at one time you thought yoauhd never be delivered, but you were mercifully
lifted up from the depths. Out of six troubles ywave been rescued and in seven no evil has touched
you. And now that a fresh trial is come, will yootioelieve your God? Well, if you do not, you wai#r-
tainly incur very grievous sin and vex the Holy @pof God much more than your poor little sister,
Mary would do, if having only lately known the Sawi she should distrust Him in her first conflicts.
Babes in grace should not doubt, but if they deirtanbelief is not as willful as that of fathersisrael.

If standard bearers faint, it is a sad calamityl #re faintness of poor wounded common soldiefaris
less to be deplored. When aged Zacharias errsisnniatter he is more to be blamed than youthful
Mary.

Those two points are pretty clear, are they notthEtmore, let us observe that Zacharias had made
the birth of a child a subject of prayer, which, | suppose, had not so much as been thafdghy Mary.
Beyond the fact that it was the usual desire oHalbrew women that they might be the mother of the
Messiah, the Virgin had probably never cast a sitighught in the direction in which the angel’susa
tion conducted her. Assuredly she had never maaaiibject of prayer, but Zacharias had rightlyedon
so. Read the thirteenth verse, “The angel said himp Fear not, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard
and your wife Elizabeth shall bear you a son.” Aset] though the promise came as a distinct and-mani
fest answer to his prayers, Zacharias asked, “Wiyeshall | know this?” Now, this was wrong. It was
very wrong. He had been praying for it and wheeaine, he did not believe it. Ah, Zacharias, you are
verily guilty here. If it had come as a surprismgéther, as it did to Mary, there would be someusg
for your doubt. But when it is a reply to your owntreaties, a gracious yielding to intense requests
your unbelieving question is a grievous fault.when taken by surprise, Mary had doubted, it would
have appeared natural, but for you, Zacharias—fmr o whom the angel said, “Your prayer is
heard’—how do you doubt it? Astonishment at ansdignayers is amazement at divine truthfulness.
And what is that but a low idea of the Lord unirtenally discovering itself? Yet | have sometimes
thought that if the Lord wished to surprise His osarvants, all He would have to do would be to an-
swer their prayers. He does answer them continaaltl/in consequence you hear one and another say,
“Is it not surprising? You see, we met and haday@r meeting for a certain blessing and the Lol ha
answered our supplications. How marvelous!” Andifgbu sit down in a friend’s house, do his chil-
dren try to astonish you by mentioning cases inchheir father kept his word? Do they dwell with
amazement upon his having spoken the truth? | aeigd that the Lord’s children would even get as fa

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 A Distinction with a Difference Sermon #1405

as that. Alas, they even overlook the majorityraf tacts which prove His veracity and slight Highfa
fulness. When His people are in a better frame tlgral they admit His faithfulness and mention as a
great wonder that He heard prayer and fulfilled Wisrd. Should this be so? Has it come to passithat
is a wonder for God to hear prayer? Have we falltmsuch a low state of heart that we think Highy
fulness to be a surprising thing? It were far afteve were of the same mind as a good old ladp,wh
when someone said, “Is it not wonderful?” repli@dell, it is in one way, but it is not in anothdor it
isjust like Him—just like Him.” We may well be surprised at thederness of His great mercy, but not
as though it was a novelty for God to do good ankieep His promise by regarding His people’s cries.
Dear brothers and sisters, we ought to be surpiised Lord didnot hear us, seeing that He is the true
and faithful, prayer-hearing God. When you andvehhad a matter heavily laid upon our hearts and
have been before God with it again and again, abttkss Zacharias had, we should be looking for our
Lord’s gracious reply. Do we not expect answertetters which we write to our friends? Why do we
not in like fashion, expect replies to prayer? #dzanswers us are we to be so doubtful in mindses e
to question the truthfulness of the blessing? Jfvge shall be manifestly guilty. If the Lord sengs a
mercy in reply to our requests and we do not believbut say, “Whereby shall | know this?” therr ou
unbelief has a peculiar degree of provocation iand we may expect to be chastened for it. This was
the case with Zacharias.

The next point about Zacharias is thatdoubted the fact which was announced by the angel in the
name of the Lord. He said, “Whereby shall | knouws® Mary did not doubt the fact. She wished to
know how it could be, but she believed it would 8Be believed, for it was said of her, “Blessesdhis
that believed.” But this good man did not beliefeg,the angel said to Him, “You believe not my werd
which shall be fulfilled in their season.” Now, bekd, when it comes to this, that we dare to ddlst
promise of God, is it not a very grievous crime¥dtir child—your own child—whom you have loved
so long and treated so tenderly should fall instee of mind in which he did not belieyau, his own
father, would you not feel it to be peculiarly groeis? If you were conscious of nothing but love for
him, if you were sure that throughout his life yioad never broken a promise to him, but had always
been as good as your word, if you had repeated praumise again and again and he still said, “Father
wish | could believe you,” would you not be cutth® heart by such a declaration? The more earnestly
he expressed regret at his inability to believe, yba more intense would be your pain. What an hwfu
speech for a son to address to a father—"I wistulatbelieve you You would grieve in spirit andys
inwardly, “What does my boy think of me? What hase over my child that he cannot believe me? It
was not an enemy; then | could have borne it. Bigtiny child whom | love who says, not only that h
does not believe me, but that he would do so i€dwdd and finds himself unable to think me true. He
speaks in deep earnest and thus | see how thosotightruel feeling possesses him and how desperate
is the evil which leads him to mistrust my love.h Abeloved, | leave your own thoughts, as | must ju
now leave mine, to peer into the depths of sin tvimust lie in what we sometimes talk of so flippant
namely, doubts and fears. They are not the triflbch some men dream them to be. They are hideous
profanities of the sacred truth, revolting libefgon immaculate goodness, horrid blasphemies afitefi
love! Shall the good God be thus assailed? Shalld#in children thus abuse Him? Your child might
doubt you and it might be a trifle to him, but ibwd be death to you, his father or mother. You Mou
feel it keenly and so you may think that doubts #eats are trifles, but your heavenly Father dags n
think so. Unbelief wounds Him and grieves His Spidear what the Lord says—"“How long will it be
before they believe Me?” Forget not the apostleéssning in the third chapter of the Hebrews. “With
whom was He grieved forty years? And to whom swéeethat they should not enter into His rest, but
to them that believed not?” Zacharias did not veliand he had to smart for it, as you and | shalkj
when we see a promise written clearly in God’s Wamd evidently quite adapted to our case, neverthe-
less say, “Whereby shall | know this?”

Yet further. The good man Zacharias—for, remembeéo, not doubt his grace, but on the contrary, |
began by saying that he was a very gracious andesty godly man, probably much better than any of
us and possibly in some respects, even more gati@n Mary herself, having a deeper experience, a
fuller knowledge, greater courage and many otheesar gifts and graces, although in this point he
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failed. He doubted his Lord and showed his unbéledsking for a sign, “Whereby shall | know this?”
He needed a sign or a token that what the angé&lespas true. This was not the case with Mary, who
sought an explanation but not a token. Is it wrthrem, to ask for a token? Assuredly not in all sagar

it may even be sinful not to ask for one, as indase of Ahaz, of whom we read, “Moreover the Lord
spoke again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask for a sign efltbrd your God; ask it either in the depth, otha
height above. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, neithal | tempt the Lord. And He said, Hear you now,
house of David. Is it a small thing for you to weeanen, but will you weary God, also?” In the case o
Ahaz it was sinful to refuse and in that of Zacharsinful to request. Here again | must come back t
the remark | started with and remind you that thme thing may be right in one man and wrong in an-
other, according to the motive. It is very curidhat Abraham used almost identical words with Zacha
rias, when he said, “Whereby shall | know thatdlsmherit this land?” He distinctly asked the Hdior

a sign, nor was the request at all grievous td_tivd, for He knew that His servant Abraham asked th
sign in all humility and childlike faith. Let me s you at once the difference between Abraham and
Zacharias. Zacharias will not believe without ansigbraham has alreadyelieved and waited long for
the fulfillment of the promise, and feels that gnsivould be comforting to him. It could in no sense
have been said to the great father of the faithfkcept you see signs and wonders you will not be-
lieve,” but some such rebuke might have been ditcttwards Zacharias. There was conspicuous faith
in Abraham and the desire for a token was natathler than sinful. So was it with Gideon who asked
for many signs. You see at the very first that @rdeelieves and he acts upon his faith. But helitesn
because his faith is weak and he asks for sigssrémgthen his confidence. Indeed, he did notudistr
the Lord at all, but only questioned whether it wlas Lord who spoke. Gideon said, “If now | have
found grace in Your sight, then show me a sign ¥t talk with me.” The question, you see, was not
the truthfulness of God, but whether indeed, if lthoed had spoken. Zacharias, however, asks an alto-
gether unbelieving question, “Whereby shall | knihwg?” He wants a sign as the condition of his be-
lieving.

You may very rightly pray, “Lord, show me a tokear food,” but you must believe before you get
the token and you must not let your believing deljpgmon that token. There is a difference, and awid
difference between believing first and then asKorgsome cheering evidence, and that unbelieving ob
stinacy which demands signs and wonders and dsclarnill not believe unless | see a token.” Thom-
as is an instance of this error when he says, ‘fixceee in His hand the print of the nails and iyt
finger into the print of the nails, | will not belre.” His Master bent to his weakness, but He said,
very significant are the words, “Thomas, becausehmve seen Me you have believed. Blessed are they
that have not seen and yet have believed.” Thd blessing belongs to you who, whether you have ev-
idences or not, are content to believe your Gddng¢athis Word of God as quite sufficient ground fo
your confidence without any delights of heart ostasies of spiritual visitations. Our God is trvere if
no wonder is worked and no sign is given. Let utlesthis in our hearts and never allow a douhkinto
tervene. O Holy Spirit, help us in this thing.

All this together, shows that the error of Zachamaas unbelief, andis chastisement, which he re-
ceived for it, is worthy of our earnest attentiéte was chastened for his unbelief because the Lord
loved him. His affliction was sent not so much ngar as in love.

He had asked for a sign and by a sign was he ctekt&od often makes us gather the twigs from
which He makes the rod with which He scourges us. @vn sins are the thorns which cause us to
smart. Zacharias asked for a sign and he getsitms “You shall be dumb, and not able to spealk unt
the day that these things shall be performed, Isecgou believe not my words, which shall be fuéfill
in their season.” For months he shall not be abkpeak a single word. But while his mouth is alote
others, it shall be open to himself. That dumb rhaafthis shall be preaching to him and saying, “You
did not believe what was spoken to you of the Lard] now you are unable to repeat it to othersthfer
Lord will not employ an unbelieving messenger. duywill not believe when God'’s angel speaks, you
shall not speak yourself.” Many a dumb Christiaam afraid, has had his mouth sealed through unbe-
lief. The Lord saves him and gives him much enjoytnbut He denies him utterance because he has
such slender faith. | have no doubt Zacharias veag appy in the prospect of the birth of his claifal
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looked earnestly onward to the day when John, tbehet of the highest, should be born, and he shoul
recover speech. But still, it must have been vemfpl to remain for so long a time in utter silenc
How he must have longed to speak or sing. But Eh@vdoubt that many a man is put aside from bear-
ing his testimony through unbelief which he calleakness and delicacy. The Lord says, “I shall never
use you as a preacher. | shall not make use ofryaddressing your fellow men. | shall not help you
bring men to Christ in private conversation becayme have so little faith. You have doubted Me and
now you must be dumb for a season.” | hope thaljsfis the case with any, your silence will s@onl.
Lord, open their lips and their mouths shall shawnhf Your praise. Dear friend, | hope the Lord will
unloose your tongue by-and-by, for if you are inght state of heart it will be a very painful tigito

you not to be able to declare what the Lord hagdonyour soul. But it is so with some, they avent
because they believe not.

Moreover, Zacharias had the further affliction efrig deaf at the same time. How do | know that he
was deaf? That is pretty clear, because when hig wkas born, it is recorded in the B2/erse that
“They made signs to his father how he would have balled.” And of course, if he had been able to
hear there would have been no need to use signsieéBeould not hear any more than he could speak,
he suffered the double affliction of being deaf aluhb—no small cross to one who had such gifts of
utterance as he showed in his song of praise.rénsarkable that he could not hear anything, big it
also instructive. | have known Christians who, wiieey would not believe the promise, have become
very deaf, spiritually. You say, “What do you meah@wv are they deaf?” Listen and you will hear them
say, “l| cannot hear Mr. So-and-So.” It is the sammister whom they used to hear with pleasure—the
same man—and God blesses him to others as muokf@a® bHow is this? Others are drinking in the
Word, but these poor deaf people say, “We do notkhow it is, but we cannot hear our pastor.” No,
you did not believe and therefore you cannot héau did not receive his message. You did not rejoic
in it and now you cannot hear it. That is a drebdéut of deafness. If you suffer from a physicabi
ness you can buy a horn, or you can go to soméusldabrist that, perhaps, may help you. Moreover,
you can read if you cannot hear. But if you gepiaitsal deafness, | do not know a worse chastisgme
that can come upon you, nor one that will make yamune mischievous to others. O beloved, believe the
good Word of the Lord. With meekness receive thgrafited Word and do not question it and provoke
the Lord, lest, haply, because you did not acceptWord as the Word of God, the time shall come
when you will not be able to hear it and your giog will utterly depart. And the very voice thatae
was music to you will have no charms at all andhlessed truth which once made your heart leap for
joy will cease to have the slightest influence ugon. Mary was not sentenced either to be sileribor
be deaf, for she believed the Word of the Lord Whi@s spoken to her by the angel. O that we aigo, b
a full obedience of faith may escape the penaltiech surely attach themselves to unbelief. We must
sorrow, but there can be no reason for increasibyg our own fault. And we may readily do so. While
on the other hand, faith brings rest and peacen&th concerning Zacharias.

II. Now let us turn our eyes to MARY. Mary used much slhme language and yet she spoke not af-
ter the same fashion. She asked of the angel, “HSHMALL THIS BE?”

In looking at her, first, it is to be noticed ttshk believed what the angel said. It was not “Whereby
shall 1 know this?” but in effect, her language wdelieve it. How shall it be?” There is no utieé
in the question. Of that we are sure, becauseongt &fter she is praised by her intelligent cousiiza-
beth, who declares that, “Blessed is she that \mdiefor there shall be a performance of thosegthin
which were told her from the Lord.” She was notablyeliever.

She asked for no sign. She sought no token whatever. The angel’s vaifiiced her. The still small
voice of divine love within her soul was enougheSielieved and only asked to be instructed in the
matter, she needed no sign and seal.

She was willing also to accept all hazards. | would speak with great delicacy, but to thegifi; re-
member, it was a very serious thing to be the madheur Lord. To this very day the base tongues of
infidels have dared to insinuate gross criminadigpainst her who was blessed among women. And she
must have known that it was not likely that all Wwbbelieve what she should assert and many a hard
speech would be uttered concerning her. Indeedimstiet have had fear concerning her espoused hus-

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 24




Sermon #1405 A Distinction with a Difference 7

band himself, who would have put her away had m@tiord shielded her. Joseph behaved nobly, like a
believer of the first order, and he deserves taab&ed among the truest of the saints, as doegithm
herself, who well deserves to be exceedingly contedrby all who can appreciate pure, delicate and
yet heroic faith. Whatever there might be of hazaodgreat was the honor that was put upon then/irg
that she does not appear to have felt the slightsstation, but said, “Behold the handmaid ofltbed:

be it unto me according to your word.”

| think her question may be attributed, in partstwprise—to inevitable amazement. And what we
say to the Lord when we are naturally surpriseceutige greatness of His mercy will not be weighed b
Him letter by letter, nor shall we be judged fqrtitough if very closely examined it might appeke |
unbelief. The Lord knows His children’s frame amanembers that we are dust. | hope that many a
word which drops from the child of God when hernispain, when he is distressed as Job was on the
dunghill, is allowed to blow away with the breatiiah utters it. How very little, did the Lord say t
Job about the naughty words, which in his petulaheeshad allowed to escape, for after all he was
grandly patient. And so even if there had been $loimg of unbelief in these words of Mary, which
there was not, yet they would have been viewedbyLbrd as the fruit of surprise at the marveloud a
unexpected mercy for which she had not even praljeere was no unbelief in her language, but there
was great wonder, surprise and admiration at sat grgift. How should this come to her? How should
she be so highly favored? Her soul seemed to say, “Wis/to me? That I, so humble and obscure, a
maiden whose rank and race have been altogethgotfen, should be the mother of the Savior after th
flesh, the mother of His humanity by whom humaistyo be redeemed?”

She was full of wonder and thehe began to inquire. There is the point. She wanted to know how it
would be. There was no wrong in that desire. Theae no unbelief worthy of rebuke. She believed the
surpassing promise and only wished to know howutiat be performed. There might readily enough be
unbelief in such an inquiry, but not necessarily¥ou and | may say, as the Israelites did in thldex-
ness when God had promised to give them fleshtid'®hall the flocks and herds be slain?” That was
unbelievingly asking how it should be. But yet yoay ask how a promise shall be fulfilled withouyan
mistrust at all. No, your very faith may raise thquiry. | know my soul asks again and again many
guestions of my Lord which He answers to my sod.vitbuld not have answered had they been sinful
guestions. We ought to inquire about a great mamgs. We should be sacredly inquisitive. We should
say how is it He has chosen us? For our Lord reptieven so Father, for so it seemed good in Your
sight.” But, still, why me? Why me? You may askttaestion, for holy gratitude dictates it. And how
is it that He could redeem us with the blood of bindy-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord? And how
is it that He renews us? And how will it be that Wi perfect us? And how can it be that we shaé
a mansion in heaven and shall become like our Lém® how is it that we shall be raised up? With
what body shall we come? Many a question we may\aklch if not asked in unbelief, will have an
answer, or will serve to increase our reverentityice.

But now notice concerning Mary, that while Zachsnaas the doubter and was treated as such,
Mary was the inquirer and was so dealt with ofltbed. See the difference in the treatment of the. tw

For first, Mary did not ask for a sign but she goe. And it was one of the most pleasant that could
possibly come to her, for it was her cousin Elizab&he was to be her sign. Behold, she that had be
barren shall come to meet her and comfort her.nBeaet the Lord knows how to give you signs if you
do not wish for them. And | believe that those htheemost tokens for good, which do not ask fonthe
but are content to take their Father's Word withany confirmatory sign.

And then, there was another thing with regard to 8be was graciously instructed. Zacharias asked
for a sign and he had it. She asked for instrucéiod she had it. The angel paused awhile and said t
her, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you and tleevpr of the Highest shall overshadow you. There-
fore, also, that holy thing which shall be bornyoti shall be called the Son of God.” If you will ehdy
and believingly ask of your Lord to be taught canagg divine things, He will give you His Spirit weh
shall lead you into all truth and instruct you amdke you wise unto salvation.
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Now, the conclusion is this, first of all, let net do as Zacharias did. Dear friend, are you at this
moment questioning any promise? Are you saying, éw&hy shall | know this?” Cease from doubting
the infallible word and rest in the Lord, His H@ypirit enabling you to believe.

On the other hand, are you a seeking sinner ansl @best declare that whoever looks to Him shall
be saved, and that whoever believes in Him is antlemned? Do not ask for any sign, but believe Him.
He, Himself, is sign enough. He is God and yet Mha,bleeding Lamb, the sacrifice for sin. Believe
Him. Believe Him. Believe Him and you shall have tilessing.

And you, dear child of God, if you have a text afrifture, a promise which evidently suits your
case, which meets your trouble, do not say, “Whesdtall | know this?” When the Spirit says it, st i
enough that it is in the Word. Whatever the Scrptstates, be sure of it, for if all the wise merihie
world were to prove it, it would not be proven dnemore. And if they were all to disprove it, iowld
be none the less sure. If | weresee a thing to be true which God had declared in Herdly | would
not believe my eyes so well as | would believe Wisrd, at least, | ought not to do so. This is whaee
ought to stand, the entire world may deceive, bod Gannot. Let God be true and every man a liar. If
you will come and trust Him in this way you shadl like a tree planted by the rivers of water. Yleaf
shall not wither and you shall not know when drdugbmes. If your walk through life is the walk of
faith, as Abraham’s and Enoch’s were, you shallehavgrand life—grandly full, eternal and Christly.
But if you doubt Him you shall not be establish&de unbeliever shall be as the rolling thing betbe
whirlwind, as the dried leaf that falls from thedrand as the heath of the desert that knows nem wh
good comes. May the Holy Spirit save us, brothe sisters, from unbelief, and give us rest in the
promise of God.

And now, secondlylet uswith all our heartsimitate Mary in being inquirers—often asking, desiring
to know and looking deep and searching. For indopiftomises of God we cannot look too closely, since
“these things the angels desire to look into.” Yomught to realize the promise as to be sure thaedns
what it says and then you will naturally begin s& &ow it will come to pass. Only strive to keept all
unbelief from your inquiry and say, “I know in mgért how it can be, for nothing is impossible with
God.” There is our answer to all questions—*WithdGall things are possible.” If | inquire, “How can
He deliver me?” Nothing is impossible with God. iM@an He keep me to the end?” Nothing is impos-
sible with God. “How can He preserve me amid parsen? How can He keep me from temptation and
preserve me from the world, the flesh and the @&Wlothing is impossible with God. Fling yourself
upon omnipotence and you shall be strong. May tbky Spirit help you to do this for Christ’'s sake.
Amen.
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