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“Underneath are the everlasting arms.”
Deuteronomy 33:27.

GOD surrounds His children on all sides—they dwelHim. The passage before us shows that the
Lord isabove,for we read, “There is none like unto the Godedhlirun, who rides upon the heaven to
help you, and in His excellence on the sky.” Asdlyéie isaroundthem, for “The eternal God is your
refuge.” And He idbeforethem, for “He shall thrust out the enemy from efgou; and shall say, De-
stroy them.” Here according to the text, the LaalsounderHis saints, for “Underneath are the ever-
lasting arms.” “Lord, You have been our dwellingaget in all generations,” and by You we are sur-
rounded everywhere, as the earth is by the atmosphe

“Within Your circling power | stand.
On every side | find Your hand.
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad,

| am surrounded still with God.”

The verse which contains our text should be ineggal somewhat after this fashion—*The eternal
God is your dwelling place, or your rest, and undath are the everlasting arms.” The parallel ggssa
is that verse in the Song wherein the bride exdaltidis left hand is under my head, and His rigéumdh
does embrace me.” The soul has come to its reptagg in God and feels itself to be supported fey th
divine strength. The heart has learned to abidéhnst Jesus to go no more out forever, but to @an
His bosom both day and night. It is somewhat indtvedition of Noah’s dove which, when weary, was
about to drop into the destroying waters, but Npahout his hand and plucked her to him into the ar
And when she was all safe, in the hollow of hisdsrheld by her preserver with a firm but tender
grasp, she found in that place a refuge which smded her and upheld her from below. The hands
covered her on all sides and came beneath heEt@n thus, the hand of God sustains all those who
dwell in the secret place of the Most High and ehidder the shadow of the Almighty.

| am going, however, to take the words just as g#tapd in our own authorized version and to con-
sider them apart from the context. | ask your noaseful consideration of them, for they must beyver
full of meaning and very emphatic in their forcéneTwords are placed at the end of Moses’ song and
they are its crown and climax. He had wound himaplfto the highest pitch of poetic excitement and
spiritual fervor, and this passage is the resuét.itdd spoken grandly before, concerning the separat
tribes and the words which fell from his lips amespeakably rich. But now he is about to close and
therefore, he pours forth his loftiest strains amters full and deep meanings, the ripest and elsbic
fruit of a lifetime of communion with God. As oumtd ascended to heaven blessing His disciples, so
did His servant Moses, before climbing to Pisgalyrmput a torrent of benedictions, full and deep, i
spired by the divine Spirit. It is not possible réfere, that the language can be too greatly prizee
words mean all that we can make them mean. Thamettheir consolation is altogether inexhaustible
May God the Holy Spirit help us, to weigh and meadhem and then distil their inner sense, andkdrin
of the spiced wine of His pomegranate.

“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” | shall teutige text in this fashionWhere?*Underneath.”
What? “The everlasting arms.When?They are underneath us now and always and if $ioisvhat
then?

|. First let us attend to the question—WHER®Aderneath.” Now, “underneath,” is region into
which we cannot se&Ve glance down and the dead cold earth stops ae. §dhen we are heavy in
spirit we fix our eyes upon the ground and look] &k and look, but even an eagle’s glance cannot
see far below. We scarcely can peer beneath thegteen sod; the bottom of a grave is well near the
full range of mortal vision. The underworld is mgisous. We associate the subterranean with allishat
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dark and hidden, and because of titiss often regarded as terribleA man scarcely ever fears that
which he can see in proportion to his dread of wietannot see, therefore our alarm at the “under-
neath.”What may be underneath us when we leave this siagibn for the grave’s overshadowing
vault? What will happen to us in eternity? Life Mabon end; what is death? What is the immediate re
sult of death? What shall we feel when we are tang those unknown tracks, and finding our way to
the judgment seat of God? Not knowing except titié¢ Which has been revealed to us, we are all too
apt to conjecture terrors and invent horrors, antbsbegin trembling concerning that which we do no
understand. What a comfort it is to be told by\ibge of inspiration that, “Underneath are the &asdr
ing arms!” Poets have usually been in a gloomy huwizen picturing the underworld. Imagination is
very apt to spin a black and tangled thread. Yorehraad of dark caverns where the bodies of men are
fast detained, of which caverns death has the®ethis the grim Anglo-Saxon poet wailed the wagnin
note—
“Loathsome is that earth-house,
And grim within to dwell!
There you shall dwell,
And worms shall divide you!”
You have heard of gloomy ruins where the night nafegever sits and croaks. You have heard of corri-
dors where prisoners incessantly rattle their chénthe sorrowful music of sullen groans and hello
moans. We have been afraid of death because bbtiners with which our ignorance has surrounded it,
and dismayed at the future because of the mystedmsh darken it. Be comforted. Our text, like a
lamp, reveals the abyss of death and lifts up #ieo¥ the future. Follow its gleam and you willesbow
it dispels the darkness. If you are a child of Ggalj may descend without fear into the lowest dgpth
even if like Jonah, you had to cry, “I went downhe bottoms of the mountains; the earth with lzes b
was about me forever,” yet you need not be dismagedUnderneath are the everlasting arms.” If you
were called to take some such awful journey asiVamgd Dante have fabled in their poems, when their
heroes descended into the dread Avernus, you regegcemble, though it were said of you as of them—
“Along the illuminated shade
Darkening and lone their way they made.”
If, 1 say, you were bound to traverse the sepulchaalts and all the gloomy dungeons of Hades, yet
you need not fear, for “Underneath are the evenigsirms.” Mystery of mysteries! You are no longer
terrible to us because the light of lights is sh@nupon you. Depths unfathomable, we no longertiear
pass through you, for there is One whose love épéethan the depths beneath as it is higher tian t
heights above. And He has said, “I will bring agisom Bashan, | will bring them up from the deptts
the sea.” We gladly take our journey downward atdall of God. And without fear we pass through the
gates of the tomb and enter the doors of the shadaleath, for “Underneath are the everlasting drms
“Underneath”—the worcéwakens thought and inquiriverything ought to be sound, solid and sub-
stantial there. “Underneath” must be firm, forhat fails we fail, indeed. We have been buildind aaor
eyes have been gladdened with the rising wallsvéatidthe towering pinnacles, but what if something
should be rotten “underneath?” Great will be tHetfeen, if we have built as high as heaven, ifdshes
underneath, yielding and shifting in the day obtlo
“Underneath” is the great matter to which the asddtj if he is wise, will give his best attentidxnd
truly brethren, when you and | begin to examine gnaices and our professions, that word “underneath
suggests many a testing question. Is it all righbws, as to the root of the matter—“underneattfi”?
not, the fair flower above ground will wither vespeedily. The seed has sprung up hastily, but Isow i
the soil underneath? For if there is no depth otheahe scorching sun will soon dry up the sugfi
harvest. “Underneath,” though it is mysteriousalso intensely important and therefore, the greaof
being able to say by faith, “Yes, ‘underneath’ islvsecured, we have trusted in God and we shall no
be confused. We have relied upon the eternal pesrasd they cannot fail. We have rested on the infi
nite merits of the atoning sacrifice of God’s d8an and we shall never be ashamed of our hope.” Hap
py is he who rests upon the everlasting covenatgred in all things and sure, for with him all &fes
underneath. And though the earth is removed andhtihentains are carried into the midst of the sea, h
need not fear, but may patiently hope and quietit ¥or the salvation of God.
For a period we may be content with superficiabplees, but there are times of trial when we have
to fall back upon something deeper and more raiabhrthly props give way in their season, and we
need superior sustaining power. The carnal mindisnggh an hour when “the proud helpers do stoop
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under him” and believers too, in proportion as tfeglishly lean upon an arm of flesh, find theinée
dences departing. Then it is that we feel the valudivine upholding and rejoice that “Underneath a
the everlasting arms.” Let us look more closely ititis most important matter.

“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” That istfimsthe foundation oéverything If you go down,
down, to discover the basement upon which all sirest, you come before long to “the everlasting
arms.” The things which are seen are held up bym¥isible God. This outward visible universe has n
power to stand for a single instant if He doeskesp it in being. By Him all things consist. Theme
no forces apart from God’s power. No existencestdpan His will. He bears up the pillars of theiun
verse. He alone spreads out the heavens and wpadsthe waves of the sea. He makes Arcturus, Ori-
on, the Pleiades and the chambers of the southiskare those philosophers who think that they can
reach the essence and soul from which visible thimgre evolved, unless they bow before the inasibl
God. He is the foundation of creation, the fountma source of being, the root and basement of-exis
ence. “Underneath” everything “are the everlaséings.”

Most true is this with regard to His church. He shdver and redeemed her to Himself. The very
idea of a church is from the Lord alone. As a texih devised her architecture, saying, “I will {aur
foundations with sapphires.” And He has built up éeery stone by His own power. He sustains her
walls against her enemies so that the gates ofchaliot prevail against her, for the foundatiorofd
stands sure. The foundation of every true churchasLord Himself, the Highest, Himself, establishe
her. God is in the midst of her, she shall not loed. “Underneath are the everlasting arms.”

Blessed be God, what is true of the church as pocate body is true of every member of the
church. There abides no spiritual life in the wanlldich is not founded upon the everlasting arms. Be
loved, if the life of God is in you, if you seardeep and go to the basis of it, you will find tigatir life
is staying itself and drawing its constant nurtwes, deriving its very existence from the lifetbé
eternal God. Jesus says, “Because | live, you $ikialblso.” Your life is the life of God in youof the
divine seed is the foundation of all spiritual lilgeware then, of harboring in your heart anythitgch
has not underneath it the everlasting arms. Ifetieany hope, let it be founded on the everlastowg-
nant of God, if there is any joy, let it well umin the everlasting love of God, if there is anyfmence,
let it be stayed upon the everlasting strengtrebbyah. If there is any service rendered, let ihdeord-
ing to the everlasting commandment. If in your dikglre is any grace, if there is any virtue, ifrthes
any praise, suffer none of these matters to bercipé or pretentious, the creation of your owrtiva
strength, but let them all be founded upon the wadrthe Holy Spirit in your soul. In fact, let iebsaid
of each of them, “Underneath are the everlastingsarNothing will serve our turn in the trials afe,
the terrors of death, or the solemnities of thedasat day, except that which has underneatteietter-
lasting arms. See how the nations reel when Goldmger sustains them—He removes the mountains
and they know not, He overturns them in His ang8e& how those churches fly into apostasy which
have not underneath them the everlasting arms,areeguenched as the fire of thorns and only a smok
remains. Did not Jesus say, “Every plant that mih&ahas not planted shall be rooted up”? See how
hypocritical professors disappear like the mormmgt when the sun rises. Nothing will abide the day
the Lord’s coming unless its foundation is laidtive eternal God. The Lord help us to know what this
means, so that we may be like the wise man whaddeg and built his house upon a rock.

Again, we may read the words, “Underneath are #egl@sting arms,” in the sense of bethg bot-
tom and end and object of everythifigin faith you search into divine providence, hexer dark and
trying it may appear, you will soon find that undleath it are the everlasting arms. Satan may be min
ing, but God is undermining. Even under the deeficds of hell the everlasting arms are to be found.
Satan’s craft is deep to us, but it is very shaltowhe Lord, whose wisdom goes far deeper thathall
cunning of the prince of darkness. The evils andrerwhich are in the world should not cause us to
despair of the ultimate victory of the truth, faerieath them there is still the immutable decrethef
Ever-living and the Ever-blessed. And that decteal e accomplished, whoever may oppose it. Has
He not said, “I have sworn by Myself, the word g out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not
return. That unto Me every knee shall bow, evengte shall swear”? His purpose shall stand. He will
do all His pleasure. He works all things accordioghe counsel of His own will. Trace your present
trials below their surface, trace them to the deepgead of groaning over their outward appearance
and you will find that underneath each trouble ¢hisra faithful purpose and a kind intent. Yes,dath
the utmost depths of distress and grief, God lisagtvork in love to your soul, “From seeming estlll
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educing good and better still, and better stillinfinite progression.” Underneath the best evangsthe
arms of love to make them good and underneath tnstwhat can happen are the same everlasting arms
to moderate and overrule them. As the design ajetbbf all, “underneath are the everlasting arms.”

| take the text, “Underneath are the everlastimgsgt to mean next, that the arms of God are there a
the preservation of His peoplelis people sometimes appear to themselves to keringreat danger,
but it is written, “He shall give His angels chameer you, to keep you in all your ways. They shalhr
you up in their hands, lest you dash your foot agfad stone.” Certain of the saints are set in gk
places and their brain might well be turned so thay would fall. But they shall not slip with théeet,
for God upholds the righteous. If under deep degweasof spirit and sore travail of heart their feet
should be almost gone, what a blessing it is tokththat “underneath are the everlasting
arms.”Sometimes faith walks upon a very slendegatithigh up above the ways of common men. Pois-
ing her balancing pole of experience, she triekeiep her feet. But her satisfaction is that eveshé
should slip for a while and her joy should failf yieere is a net beneath her which will receiveihdrer
fall so that she shall not be utterly dashed icgse “| have prayed for you that your faith fait’his the
gracious safeguard of those who fall, as Petervdigbn Satan has them in his sieve. The people df Go
must and shall be safe. Satan may cast them dawiGdd shall save them before they fall into Hedit
us walk carefully none the less, because of thes. Us watch well our footsteps as much as if our
preservation entirely depended upon ourselvesldBuis always look only to our Lord, knowing that H
alone keeps the feet of His saints. Holiness, gtheaf faith and ultimate perfection are the thimdsch
we must daily aim at, but it is a blessed consmtathat when, through infirmity or carelessnessdwe
not fully maintain our consecrated walk, we are tiwrefore, cast away forever, for it is written,
“Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast dovior: the Lord upholds him with His hand.” “Under-
neath are the everlasting arms.”

That leads me to read my text in the fourth sesseaching us that the everlasting armstlaeeest
of His peoplelf these everlasting arms are always outstret¢tbgateserve me lest | totter in weakness
and fall into destruction, then on those arms letlean my whole weight for time and for eternithat
is the practical lesson of this choice word. Resirgelves, beloved, in those arms which even new ar
embracing you. Why vex your heart when you mayrbe from care? Underneath everything, your Fa-
ther's arms are placed—what, then, can fret youy @b you disquieted when you might dwell at ease
and inherit the earth? Are you afraid to rest whkesuniverse rests? Are not your Father's armsfa s
cient pillow for you? Do you think that it is ncafe to be at peace when the love and might of Giaal,
two strong arms, are stretched out to hold youngpthe divine voice whispers to you “Rest in thed,o
and wait patiently for Him”? His own word to Hisgphets is, “Comfort you, comfort you My people,
says your God. Speak you comfortably to Jerusal&¥ill’you not accept the comfort which He sends
by His Spirit and bids His servants impart to yMiRen God Himself does rest in His love will you not
rest in it and shall it not again be proven thate ‘that have believed do enter into rest"? Is hetltord
Jesus our peace? Why, then, are we troubled? Wallyou, lie down to sleep in peace when under-
neath you are the everlasting arms. Well may ypuit $e filled with composure and become indiffer-
ent to outward trials when you are thus held upwB}ou winds and toss you waves, the boat cannot
sink, or if it did sink it could not sink to our skeuction, we should only drop into the great Feghe
hands, for underneath even the sinking vessellaresverlasting arms. Now, let the earth reel with
earthquakes or open wide her mouth to swallow usjuipkly, we need not fear to descend into her
dreariest gulf, since underneath us would stillthee everlasting arms. What a fullness of rest sleis
cures to the believing people of God!

| will fetch from the text one more meaning whilarh speaking upon the position of these arms.
The text seems to give us a promise of exaltatrah w@plifting. We may be very low and greatly cast
down, but “underneath are the everlasting armse merciful God is great at a dead lift. “He rais@s
the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy duhe dunghill that He may set him with princeseev
with the princes of His people.” Who can tell hoighha man may be lifted up—to what sublime eleva-
tions he may safely ascend when the Lord make$ehislike hind’s feet that he may stand upon His
high places? If still underneath him are the ewtirig arms he may safely obey the word, “Get up int
the high mountains.” He may outsoar the eagle, mogtigher and higher till he has left the surelk
speck beneath his feet and still underneath hirt Beathe everlasting arms. Therefore higher artd ye
higher may we hourly ascend in thought, in joyhatiness, in likeness to our God. This is meardrto
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courage us to rise, since there can be no dangés thie arms of God are underneath. This then, my
brethren, is where we may expect to find the stteagd power of God. It is underneath us, bearsxg u

up. We may not always see it, for the underneatiidden from our sight, but surely as in secret the
Lord upholds the huge columns of the universe sdéts up all His own servants and their concerns.
“Underneath are the everlasting arms.”

Il. Secondly let us meditate upon WHAT it is which enbath usThe everlasting arma/Vhat is
meant by this? | hope the gentlemen who are saiags in toning down the word “everlasting” will
not meddle with my text. A new way of reading thelB8 has been invented in these highly enlightened
days. | used to get on exceedingly well with thekbgears ago, for it seemed clear and plain enough,
but modern interpreters would puzzle us out ofwits and out of our souls if they could, by theilev
habit of giving new meanings to plain words. Th&éd | keep to the old simple way. But | am in-
formed that the inventors of the new minimizigiasses manage to read the big words small, aiyd the
have even read down the word, “everlasting,” intibttle space of time. Everlasting may be six weeks
six months according to them. | use no such glasdg®yes remain the same and “everlasting” is “ev-
erlasting” to me whether | read of everlasting lifleeverlasting punishment. If | clip the word ineo
place, | must do so in another. And it will nevertd have a terminable heaven. | cannot affordve g
it up herewhen its meaning is joyous to the saint, and foegenotthere when its sound is terrible to
the sinner. What, then, are “the everlasting armid®y are arms which always were and always will
be, arms which always were strong and will nevemgfaint or weary, arms which once outstretched
will never be drawn back again, arms which onceagrd for the defense of the chosen people shall
never cease to work for their good, world withontleNot failing arms, nor dying arms, but everlagti
arms, are underneath the saints of God.

| understand the words to mean, first, the armsveflasting purposéaccording to the eternal pur-
pose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lords”gdirpose may be called His arms, by which He
stretches out His hands to do His work and theseneaer fail, for “The Lord of hosts has purposed a
who shall disannul it? And His hand is stretchetland who shall turn it back?” “The counsel of the
Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heartltgenerations.” “He is in one mind, and who camtu
Him? And what His soul desires, even that He doé&”have to deal with One whose gifts and calling
are without repentance. In the book of His purgbsewritten and His providence and grace shdly ta
with the secret decree, “He will have mercy on whaenwill have mercy, and He will have compassion
on whom He will have compassion,” and the eventgsgiurpose of sovereign grace shall be carried out
to the end. O my soul, when your poor purposed ahd vanish and you have to change them 20 times
a day, what a blessing it is to think that the psgof your God stands fast, and He Himself, ifouit
the shadow of a turning. He has declared that &ehblieves in Christ shall be saved and so yoll sha
be, though all hell assails you. Come what maygetkeenal purpose lies at the bottom of all, and el
the end and result of all, and so all Israel shalsaved, for “underneath are the everlasting aahah-
changing purpose.

But next we see here the everlasting armisw#.| do no violence to Scripture when | compare love
to arms, for is it not written, “I have loved youtkvan everlasting love, therefore with loving kineds
have | drawn you”? Love has hands and arms witlchviiidraws us and these are at this moment un-
derlying all the dealings of God with us. This lasesverlasting love, without beginning, withoutiaa
tion, without end. Underneath you child of Godthe infinite affection of the omnipotent God. What,
then, can harm you? Your love! Ah, how it flamegHat times and then how dull it becomes. But your
safety comes from a love which never varies, wi@ny waters cannot quench and which the floods
cannot drown. Look beneath you and you may seethd# love, fathomless and eternal, which may
well remind you of what Moses said, when he spdké&h® deep which lies under.” The strength of
love which abides in God, who is love itself, nondhican conceive, but all this is placed under you,
believer, for your succor, support and securitymiowable arches of immortal love sustain your soul
from fear of ruin. Rest there and sing unto thedLgour song upon your stringed instrument as lag a
you have any being.

But next, these arms may be described as the afmeveer. And what says Isaiah the prophet?
“Trust you in the Lord forever, for in the Lord &Bfah there is everlasting strength.” What saidrdere
ah? “Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heaumhthe earth by Your great power and stretched
out arm and there is nothing too hard for You.’e8gth is needed to uphold the people of God lest th
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fall to their confusion, and that strength is alwagady, no, it is always in exercise. Believey ypave
been able to stand because the arm of divine shrdvag never been withdrawn. He is able to keep you
from falling and to present you faultless and H# do it. “O bless our God, you people, and make th
voice of His praise to be heard: which holds oud s life, and suffers not our feet to be moved.”

These are the arms mhmutability,for God abides forever the same. “| am God; | geamot: there-
fore you sons of Jacob are not consumed.” He skeg@eople “with a strong hand and an outstretched
arm, for His mercy endures forever.” They are tirasaof everlastingplessingfor God has determined
to make His people happy, and happy they shall®aerely,” He says, “in blessing | will bless you.”
“Your blessing is upon Your people.” He gives liay unto them, and that liberality is never dimin-
ished, nor can it be stopped. Underneath you, \m=li@re the everlasting arms, forever carrying §su
a nurse carries her child, forever gathering upytar innumerable blessings and carrying them far yo
provision. He shall gather the lambs with His ama avith that same arm will He show strength unto
His people. How blest are they who have such amengdth them. | heard of a man who was spending a
great deal of money, living in grand style and lghung out in business. Certain of his fellow tradesa
told me that they could not see a reason for hisngusuch a figure. But said one, “There is sonugbo
at his back, we are quite sure of that.” And ge with us. We may well be strong, we may well lag@-h
py, for there is an unseen power which is at owkb@he everlasting arms are underneath us and we
cannot fail. Let us be joyous, confident and praeright hand of the Lord. Yes, though our cantgli
should multiply let us not fear, but let us sindaithe Lord, “Your right hand, O Lord, is becomeryl
ous in power. The right hand of the Lord is exalfBlde right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” Fbist
right hand upholds the cause of His servants.

lIl. Now, in the third place, let us consider WHEN dre éverlasting arms are underneath us. The
only answer is\ow and for evermore

Now, at this moment, beloved, the everlasting amnesunderneath us. The life of a Christian is de-
scribed as walking by faith and to my mind walkimgfaith is the most extraordinary miracle ever be-
held beneath the sun. Walking on the waves, as Bileis a type of the life of every Christiarhdve
sometimes likened it to ascending an invisiblerséaie far up into the clouds. You cannot see alstep
fore you, but you wind up towards the light. Wheruyook down all is dark, and before you lies noth-
ing visible but cloud, while beneath you yawns thdanless abyss. Yet, we have climbed, some of us,
for years up this perpetually ascending stair, neeeing an inch before us. We have often paused al
most in horror and asked in wonder, “What next? Wiext?” Yet what we thought was cloud has
proved to be solid rock. Darkness has been lightrbeus and slippery places have been safe. Every
now and then, when the darkness has been denseushal, a darkness which might be felt, when all
the past behind us has vanished, and nothing leasdsen but the one step we stood on, we have said,
“How did I get here? What a strange, mysteriowstiine has been!” We have almost wished ourselves
down on the level among the worldlings, who canagfsvsee their way and know what is underneath
them. But faith has come to our help again, we hmleved, and believing we have seen the invisible
and grasped the eternal. And then we have gonleawe, put our foot down again and soon have run up,
with joy, the shining way. What an ascent we haeetimes made upon that ladder of light, so that we
have companied with angels and left the world fawvl beneath our feet! Now and then we have en-
joyed a glimpse through the thick darkness of dveejed walls of the eternal city, which needs no-ca
dle, neither light of the sun. We have seen, | gayprightness and determined still to climb thegste-
rious way. Well, believer, at this moment, thougli xannot see your way, yet since you are walking b
faith, “underneath are the everlasting arms.”

It is so, though at this moment you fear that yaigoing down into a gloomy glen. You have lost a
great deal of money lately, and the friend who isallly helped you is taken away, so that you ar@goi
down in the world—yes, but underneath are the asgrig arms. You are getting nearer to those arms
now. Friends and wealth came between you and theylaly arms. But now you must lean on them
alone. The creature fails and you must rest orCiteator. You will have sweeter fellowship now than
you ever had, since there is nothing to come betwea and your Lord. “Ah,” says one, “but | am sink
ing in spirit. | am greatly depressed.” Still undeath are the everlasting arms. Your soul is sgKike
Peter in the waves, but a hand is outstretchedue gou. You cannot sink while your heavenly Fdgher
hand is near. Go on sinking, if the Lord so witlsSometimes the greatest sweetness in life isdoun
amid intense bitterness. | never have in my somoae solid and real joy than when | have been cast
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into the dust with fearful depression of spiristhy myself upon my God and Him only, and therutto
the confines of bliss, though trembling all the \@hl hardly know how to express the unrivalled stwve
ness of resting upon the Lord alone. When youlargfaltogether upon God, then your soul entexs int
the most divine peace. The natural spirits haveegBnerything that sprang from the vigor of youtt a
the natural elasticity of the mind has departedwN®ou come right upon God and lie naked in His
hands. And then there is cast into your cup a &stetof heaven which the soul sits down and humbly
sips to herself, for the secret she can neverNellear would understand her if she did. “Underneae
the everlasting arms.” And so, dear friends, if whwuld sink both in circumstances and in spinitd a
your experience should happen to be a very dowrmasstit will still be well. If now you have to dis
cover the corruption of your nature, which you knétle of before, if now your experience, insteaifd
being that of the brethren of the higher life, dddae one of humiliation, of prostration of spiwf, deep
self-loathing, still underneath you are the evéitgsarms. If you are not to climb to Pisgah witlodés,
but must dive to the bottom of the mountains likaah, still underneath are the everlasting armsnev
at the lowest point of your going down.

So it shall be forever and forever, for the arnesererlasting in their position as well as thewpao
Now you have come to die. You have gathered up jeetrin the bed. The death sweat stands upon
your brow. You are sinking so far as this life @cerned among the sons of men, but underneath you
shall then be the everlasting arms. Beautifully yamhas described confidence in death, when he pic-
tures the pilgrims passing the river. Christiadrout to young Hopeful, “I sink in deep watersg Hil-
lows go over my head, and all His waves go ovef ifleen, said Hopeful, “Be of good cheer my broth-
er, | feel the bottom and it is good.” Thus, beldvshall it be with you. You shall feel the bottah
death’s chill river, but you shall say, “It is ggbddor underneath are the everlasting arms. Theneso
the last plunge and we shall be as when a manstanthe edge of a precipice and leaps over irgo th
clouds below him. You need not fear to take yost farewell and drop into your Father’'s arms, for u
derneath you shall be the everlasting arms. Andhotyv, sweetly shall you be caught up together with
the Lord in the air, pressed to the bosom of tleaigFather and borne upward into the heaven of-heav
ens where you shall behold the face of the WelbBedl and find yourselves entranced in His company
forever and forever. O heir of glory, underneath yloere is no hell. Underneath you there is notanni
lation. Underneath you are the everlasting armsr@fore commit your spirit unto your faithful Creat
and then welcome life or death, for all is wellhwtou.

I\V. Lastly, let us reply to the query, WHAT THEN? Ifderneath us are the everlasting arms, what
then?

First, let us look underneatiMy brothers and sisters, you have been going ¢im gveat discomfort,
sighing and crying because your way is rough, aewhbse sometimes you think it dangerous and fear
that you will slip into a chasm and perish. Nowstegad of complaining after this fashion, and fegrin
the road, stop a little and begin to examine—*Whatnderneath me? What is the bottom of my hope?”
You hypocrites dare not examine. You formalisteedaot search. You are afraid to ask questions@nd t
open your eyes lest you should see too much. Bigetivho are honest and sincere in the way of our
Lord are not afraid to be tested. You who are uragranxiety will do well to pull right up and say,
have been troubled with doubts and fears, andlIinaillonger endure it. | will know the end of this.
will search myself and know my ways and pray thedLio let me see the worst of my case. For | long
to know what there is underneath.” If you are, édghg in Jesus Christ with a sincere heart, antinges
in the atoning sacrifice and the covenant of whiik blood is the seal, you can afford to searcheund
neath. For you will find all things solid and etalnit is well to look underneath an outward prarde
when it frowns darkly upon you, for it conceals #ternal purpose of love. The sorrows which you see
are but, as it were, a napkin hiding the precioeasure of eternal grace and therefore, you cariosay
yourself in all ill weathers, “All is well, for alis well underneath. The eternal purpose is workiog
my lasting good.” Do not be afraid to search undath, my trembling brothers and sisters. But when
you do so and find the everlasting arms to be thben, sing unto the Lord with all your might.

The next inference is, if underneath us are thel&steng armslet us lean heavilywWe are afraid to
lean too hard on God. To be careful not to encraech friend is a very proper disposition. Do rutik
a generous friend by drawing upon him so heaviéy tte will dread to see you again. | wish some peo-
ple had a little more of that disposition, as faul am concerned, but this is not a right feelingew you
have to deal with the Lord. Never fear that you wiéary your God. Never say to yourself, “I willkas
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as little as | can.” Why, He says, “Open your mowttle and | will fill it.” Never say, “I will trustHim

a little. I will take Him a part of my cares andst@ portion of my trials upon Him.” No, lean wibur
whole weight. Do not keep a spare ounce for youn oarrying. That will break your back. Bring alkth
tons and the pounds and the ounces and the pergiwaeind cast them all on God. He loves His chil-
dren to treat Him with entire confidence. All youeight will not trouble Him. You know Aesop’s fable
of the polite little gnat which apologized to the for burdening him when he lighted on his hornd an
the ox replied that he really did not know he waeré. Your God will not tell you that, for He coant
the very hairs of your head, but He will tell ydwat your load is no burden to Him. Why, if you r&@
kingdoms burdening your brain and if you carried golitics of a hundred nations in your mind, or
were loaded with all the cares of a thousand wogds might safely leave them with the Wonderful
Counselor, and go on your way rejoicing. Lean hirdthers and sisters, for underneath you arevthe e
erlasting arms.

The next thing is theret us rise confidentlyDo not be afraid of ascending to heights of ldve.
not be afraid of having a high ambition for a wiyatbnsecrated life. Be not afraid of high doctrin@s
high enjoyments, or high attainments in holiness.aS high as you like, for underneath you are the e
erlasting arms. It would be dangerous to speculateit is safe to believe. Some men are alwayagoi
downward, turning diamonds into gas and hallelujabs howls. They are trying to get rid of precious
truth and to substitute for it some new theoryhar dther. Let us be brave in the other directich seek
to comprehend with all saints what are the heiginti$ depths, and to know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge. You may climb, my dear youndhbrstand sisters, nor fear to fall even if you lheac
the masthead of truth, for underneath are the astamg arms.

Once morelet us dare unhesitatinglgnd be very courageous for the Lord our God—

“Through floods or flames, if Jesus leads,

I'll follow where He goes”
for underneath are the everlasting arms. Are ydleccaipon to lose everything for Christ? Go on and
leap like Curtius into the gulf for your Lord Jestisr underneath you are the everlasting arms. Does
your Master call you to an enterprise which seemmossible? Nevertheless, if God has called yot to i
attempt it, for He renders to every man accordmdpis work. Remember what the Negro said—"If
Massa Jesus say to me, ‘Sam, you jump throughotick wall,” | jump. It is Sam’s business to jump—
it is Massa’s work to make me go through the wad' it is with you. It is yours to leap forward whe
the captain gives the watchword, and in confidancattempt what mere nature cannot achieve, for the
supernatural is with us. The best of all is, Gowiih us. Underneath us are the everlasting arrass L
reliance upon self and more reliance upon God, ¢esmting of the barley loaves and fishes, and a
greater readiness to bring them to His hands whontaltiply them till they shall feed the thousands,
this is what we need. God grant us grace to trubti$ almighty power and sing from now on and ferev
er, “underneath are the everlasting arms.”
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