Sermon #1418 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE HOLDFAST
NO. 1418

A SERMON
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“Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keeher; for she is your life.”
Proverbs 4:13.

FAITH may be well described as taking hold uponirdkvinstruction. God has condescended to
teach us, and it is ours to hear with attention eeogive His words. And while we are hearing, faith
comes, even that faith which saves the soul. Te tékst hold” is an exhortation which concerns the
strength, the reality, the heartiness and the fuilitess of faith, and the more of these the beltdn
take hold is good, to takasthold is better. Even a touch of the hem of Chrigéisment causes healing
to come to us, but if we want the full riches whaae treasured up in Christ, we must not only tduah
take hold. And if we would know from day to day thery uttermost of the fullness of His grace, we
must takefast hold and so maintain a constant and close corurebitween our souls and the eternal
fountain of life. It were well to give such a gi@s a man gives to a plank when he seizes holdfof it
his very life—that is a fast hold indeed.

We are to take fast hold of instruction and the bésstruction is that which comes from God. The
truest wisdom is the revelation of God in Chriguke—of that, therefore, we are to take fast holee T
best understanding is obedience to the will of @nd a diligent learning of those saving truths \Wwhic
God has set before us in His Word. So that in effex are exhorted to take hold of Christ Jesus our
Lord, the incarnate wisdom in whom dwells all theasures of wisdom and knowledge. We are not to
let Him go, but to keep Him and hold Him, for Heoigr life. Does not John in his gospel, tell ud the
Word is our light or instruction and at the sanmeetiour life? “In Him was life, and the life was thght
of men.” The more we abide in the Lord Jesus aednibre firmly we take hold upon Him, the better
will it be for us in a thousand ways. | intend lasttime to speak as the Holy Spirit shall enabée ap-
on this fast hold, and | reckon that the subjecine of the most important which can occupy yoterat
tion at this particular crisis in the history oketbhurch. Many there are around us, who believ&hinst,
but it is with a very trembling faith, and theirldas unsteady. We need to have among us menlugtig
grip who really believe what they profess to betiewho know the truth in its living power, and pez-
suaded of its certainty, so that they cannot byraegins be moved from their steadfastness. Among the
vacillating crowd we long to see fast-holders wie pillars in the house of our God, whose grasp of
divine truth is not that of babies or boys, butwn full grown and vigorous.

We shall handle our subject by speaking, first,ruffie¢ methodoy which we may take fast hold.
Then uporthe difficultieswhich will lie in our way in so doing. Thirdly, @ the benefitof such a firm
grasp, and lastly, updhe arguments$or our holding fast mentioned in the text.

l. First, then, THE METHOD of taking fast-hold uponérreligion, upon the gospel, upon Christ in
fact.

At the outset, my brethren, much must depend upeintense decisionvhich a man feels in his
soul with regard to eternal things. If he intendfing he will trifle, but if he means taking fakbld he
will, by God’s grace, do so. Under God, this, innp&ases, depends very much upon a man’s individu-
ality and force of character. Some men are nagutlbrough and whole-hearted in all things upon
which they enter, whether of this world or the néithen they serve the devil they are among his life
guards and they rush to the front in all kindsrequity. Among sinners they become the chief, fayt
have no fear and no hesitancy. They are daredeefying both God and man, sinning greedily with
both hands. Such men, when converted, often be@mnieent saints, being just as thorough and reso-
lute in their following after God as they were Iretpursuit of evil. They are determined to vindichis
holy cause and spread abroad the knowledge ofddes | must confess an earnest longing that many
such may be brought into the church of Christ &t tilme to brace her up and inspire her with neeren
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gy. Many in our churches appear to have no deptkadh. With joy they receive the word, from the
very fact that they are so shallow, but as soothassun rises with burning heat, it is discoveiteat t
they have no root, for they wither away. Otherstauly religious and probably will remain so, bbey

are not zealous. In fact, they are not intense tadaything, but are lukewarm, weak and unstables€éh
are mere chips in the porridge, neither sour n@eswr hey give forth no flavor, but they take tlavor

of that which surrounds them. They are the creatofecircumstances, not helmsmen who avail them-
selves of stream and tide, but mere driftwood edralong by any and every current which may take
hold of them. They have no fullness of manhood &kiwem, they are mere children. They resemble the
sapling which can be bent and twisted and not #kewhich defies the storm. There are certain person
of this sort who in other matters have purpose ghand strength of mind enough, but when they touch
the things of God, they are loose, flimsy, sup@lfjand half-hearted. You see them earnest enough
hunting after wealth, but they show no such zedhepursuit of godliness. The force of their cloten
comes out, in a political debate, in the making dargain, in the arrangement of a social gathehbog

you never see it in the work of the Lord. The youman comes to the front as a volunteer, or as a-mem
ber of a club, or in the house of business, but eder hears of him in Sunday school, the prayert-mee
ing, or the home mission? In the things of God speisons owe any measure of progress which they
make to the influence of their fellows, who beagrthalong as so much dead weight. They themselves
never throw enough weight into the matter to adiihgle half-ounce of spiritual power to the church.
Now, all this is mischievous and wrong.

My dear friends, we must all confess that if thiggren of Christ is true, it deserves that we slbul
give our whole selves to it. If it is a lie, lethe eradicated from creation. But if it is trueisita matter
concerning which we cannot be neutral or lukewdonjt demands our soul, our life, our all, and its
claim cannot be denied. There must be a deterromatorked in our souls by the Holy Spirit to be up-
right and downright in the work of the Lord or eise shall be of little worth.

We come, however, to closer matters of fact wherolserve next, that our taking fast hold of the
things of God must depend uptire thoroughness of our conversidmthis church we try, as far as we
can, in receiving church members, to receive narethnse who give clear evidence of a change of
heart. But this evidence can be imitated so skylfthat the best examination and the most earnest
judgment cannot prevent self-deceived persons fraking a profession of religion. This we cannot
help, but woe to those who willfully deceive. Maeyhibit flowers and fruits which never grew in thei
own gardens. Their experience is borrowed and doespring from the essential root of the Holy Spir
it's work within their souls. This is sad indeedurondition before God, is a personal matter, card
never be settled by the judgment of our fellows wbat can others know of the workings of our h&art
Each man must judge himself and examine himself.Wratever a church may attempt in its zeal for
purity, it can never take the responsibility fromyanan of his own sincerity. We do not pretendite@g
certificates of salvation, and if we did they woblel worthless. You must yourselves know the Lomi an
be really converted or else your profession isrgdy and you are counterfeits. If a man shallaien
life, hold fast to the things of God, he must barstly converted at first. Very much of his latde Ide-
pends upon the thoroughness of his beginning. Tinewst at the very first be a deep sense of siopa ¢
sciousness of guilt, a holy horror of evil, or hidl wever make much of a Christian. | do not sagttall
or even any of those doubts and temptations ar@hBatuggestions which some have had to struggle
with, are necessary to make a true conversionl Buist confess that | am not at all displeased when
meet with a good deal of battling and strugglingthe experience of the newly awakened. It is not
pleasant for them, but we hope it will be profimbThose whose souls are plowed and plowed and
plowed again before the seed is sown upon themn ofield the best crop. John Bunyan’s, “Grace
Abounding,” very much accounts for John BunyanRijdrim’s Progress.” If it had not been for his-ter
rible conflicts of soul, he might not have knowmhto hold fast to his confidence when shut up for
twelve years in prison. Nor would he have seerousiof the Celestial City, when all around him \&as
the valley of the shadow of death. | do not wislse¢e seeking souls distressed by Satan, but le&ks pr
for this—that there shall be an end of self-trastiptal destruction of self- righteousness, a cetepdjiv-
ing up of all legal and carnal hopes, or else threversion will be a mere show and he who is thgestib
of it will be like Ephraim, a silly dove without B&. Unless repentance of sin is real in you, ydlu w
never take fast hold of the truth of God.
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And there must be, dear friends, a very sincenadglgold upon Christ Jesus. If you have any doubt
about the doctrine of atonement, | am not surprigg@ur religion soon wears into shreds. No, you
must without question, accept the substitutionagyifice. Your soul must feel that the preciousdolas
her only hope—that this, and this alone, can makechkean before the living God. You must fly to
Christ in desperation and cling to Him as all ysalvation and all your desire, there must be ndtdres
cy here. At the very outset of the Christian lifiege two things should be very distinct with your—si
which has ruined you and Christ who has saved Make a muddle at first and your life will be a tan-
gle. Some tradesmen never carry on their businedls They evidently do not more than half under-
stand it and are mere bunglers. Now, if you comaduire, you will find that they were never thor-
oughly grounded in their calling. Either they neserved an apprenticeship, or else they were &gy |
and never became masters of their trade. This basnencement sticks to them all their lives. Iths t
same with the higher learning. A man may go a hag in the classics, but if he is not groundechia t
grammar, he will be everlastingly making mistakdsioh a sound scholar will soon discover. Every
teacher must work hard at the elements if his pugié to succeed. Whatever you do with the higher
forms, do teach that little boy his grammar andugbhim in the rudiments or he will be injured fde.

To borrow another illustration, we have heard diriige which spanned a stream and for some years
stood well enough, but by-and- by, through the doof the current, it began to show signs of giving
way. When it came to be examined it was soon desnttie builders never went deep enough with the
foundations. There is the mischief of thousandstbér things besides bridges! We must have good and
deep foundations, or otherwise the higher we btiild,sooner the fabric will fall. Look at many bt
wretched houses in the streets around us; thethardisgrace of the city. You will see settlemeantd
cracks everywhere because of bad foundations athanladerials. The same is true in the characters of
many professed Christians, for lack of a good conuement you can see innumerable flaws and
cracks, and you wonder that they do not come dowsudden ruin. So indeed they would, but, like
those wretched houses, they hold one another upy Mifessors only keep upright because they stand
in a row and derive support from their associatidngish we could see more Christian men of the sor
who dare to stand alone, like those old family n@amswhich stand, each one in its own garden, db we
built that when we begin to take them down, eaatklis found to be solid as granite and the masar

as hard as a rock. Such buildings and such memimcarer every day, but we must come back to the
old style and the sooner the better. Those of yoo are yet in the early days of your piety shodld ®©

this. See that you are right, sound and thorougti,take fast hold of the truth in the days of ybrst

love, or yours will be but a sickly life in yeaxs ¢ome.

This being taken for granted, the next help tosa f@ld of Christ idearty discipleshipBrethren, as
soon as you are converted, you become the disagfléssus. And if you are to become fast-holding
Christians you must acknowledge Him to be your Migsieacher and Lord in all things, and resolve to
be good scholars in His school. He will be the [§&stistian who has Christ for His Master and truly
follows Him. Some are disciples of the church, othere disciples of the minister and a third sam,
disciples of their own thoughts. He is the wise mdro sits at Jesus’ feet and learns of Him, with th
resolve to follow His teaching and imitate His exden He who tries to learn of Jesus Himself, taking
the very words from our Lord’s own lips, bindingrself to believe whatever the Lord has taught and t
do whatever He has commanded—he, | say, is thées@iristian. Follow Jesus, my brethren, and not
the church, for our Lord has never said to Hisidlss, “Follow your brethren,” but He has said, o
low Me.” He has not said, “Abide by the denominatibconfession,” but He has said, “Abide in Me.”
Nothing must come between our souls and our Lordat/if fidelity to Jesus should sometimes lead us
to differ from our brethren? What does it matted@uy as we do not differ from our Master? Crochets
and quibbles are evil things, but a keenly sersitionscientiousness is invaluable. Be true disgipfe
Christ and let His least word be precious to yoem@mber that if a man loves Him, he will keep His
words. And He has said, “He that shall break on¢hefleast of these My commandments and shall
teach men so, the same shall be least in the kimngfdieaven.” Shun all compromises and abatements
of truth, but be thorough and determined, holdisg} ffour Savior's Words. Follow the Lamb where ev-
er He goes. If such is your resolve, by the grdc@ad, you will take fast hold of instruction andllw
never let it go.

It will help you to do this if in the next placepy havea studious consideration of the Word of God
and meditate much upon the truth which you haveived. | am persuaded there is too little studyihg
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the Scriptures nowadays. Books, magazines, papdrtha like, bury the Bible under heaps of rubbish,
but he who means to be a man of God to the fulloebsss manhood will feed upon the Word of God at
first hand. Like the Bereans, he will be of a nadpé&it and he will search the Scriptures dailywdnt,”
says he, “to obtain my creed, not secondhand fribvars, but directly for myself from the very Worfl o
God itsel—the pure well of undefiled gospel.” Tiesa very important point. | have heard oftenaié|

a misused expression—"I do my own thinking.” Letagsrect it and then adopt it by saying, “I do my
own searching of the Word of God.” Remember, werartecalled to think out a new gospel, as some
imagine, but we are called to be thinkers upondldegospel, that we may know and understand its
principles and its bearings and become confirmetienbelief of it. We need to think over the Woaitd t
we are thoroughly permeated with it. The silk ofta insects takes its color from the leaves omciwh
they feed, and a Christian’s life will always tak® color from that which his soul feeds upon. @h,
live upon the Word of God, even upon the deep ghofgsod, for so shall we be rooted and grounded in
the faith and shall take fast hold of eternal wiado

An established Christian is one who not only knafes doctrine, but who also knows the authority
for it, having looked around it and pondered ihis heart. By careful meditation he is taught ia tituth
and is able to give a reason for the hope that lim with meekness and fear. Nor is he merely a ma
of the letter, his study in the power of the Holyir§ has carried him into the essence of the wéte.
has asked the Spirit of God to make laoguaintedwith divine truth, so that he has not only redadt,
but he has communewth it and now he lives upon it, eats it, drinks @ceives it into the inward parts
of his soul and retains it there as a living ancbmuptible seed. Now a man who does this year afte
year is the kind of man who, by God’s grace, vake fast hold of instruction and will prove a féith
witness for his Lord.

Add to this also, aearnest seriousness of characterd you go a long way towards maintaining a
fast hold of Christ. We do not mean by this, thatave to dismiss cheerfulness—the Lord give us more
of it, for it is as oil to wheels and is a high eemamendation of religion to the unconverted. Theee a
some who are a deal tgboomyin their religion and seem to think that the grat&od is never dis-
played by them unless they are sullen and dol8iut.at the same time there is a flippancy whichas
commendable and a levity which is far from the maidChrist. Christian life is not child’s play. We
above all men ought to make our lives sublime awitdridiculous. We are not called into this world to
trifle away the hours and kill time in doing notgjrfor this life links itself to eternity and thaternity,
in spite of all that is said to the contrary, vidé one of endless misery or of endless joy. lthistefore,
no small thing to possess an immortal mind andetoelsponsible before God. Sin is no trifle, parton
no trifle and condemnation is no trifle. Eterndé lis precious beyond all things, but to lie untesr
wrath of God is dreadful beyond conception. | ltvesee, especially in young Christians, with regard
the things of God, deep seriousness of purposesjaint, showing that they feel it to be a weightyng
to be a Christian and that they cannot afford teehtheir Christianity put under the shadow of suspi
cion, nor dare they even appear to be mere playgs a stage, for they fear and tremble at His Word

Now, if all these things are in you and aboundreheill grow around theman experiential verifica-
tion of the things of God.mean that you will not only read of the love@dd, but you will feel it from
day to day and so be assured of it. You read irSttr@tures of the power of sin and you believe twha
you read, but to this will be added the confirmgti@ct that you feel it in your members, and theref
cannot doubt it. You read of the efficacy of thegwous blood of Jesus, but you do more, for yolifee
cleansing power upon your heart and its consohifigence over your conscience, and so you are estab
lished in the blessed truth. We hardly know anyHifi we have lived it. You must get truth burnto
you with the hot iron of experience, or you wilkdet it. | believe that the pains and grief andicfbns
of many of God'’s children have been absolutely sgagy to establish them in the faith. And I caryonl
hope that you who are the children of joy may deag much benefit from your gladness as mourners
have found in their sorrows. It might be so, andusth be so, but | fear it seldom is. The whole of o
life should be a daily testing of the gospel armbatinuous verification of the eternal truth thdredur
life should agree with this Book of life. Just &g ook of nature, being written by the same audsor
the book of revelation shows the same hand and,stgl the book of the new creation within us, being
inscribed by the same Spirit who has written th&septures, will display the same style and manner.
And we shall thus be growingly assured of the thimgpich are verily revealed to us by God. Go on,
dear friends, and may the Lord grant that whatgeer experience may be, whether it shall abound in
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bitterness or in sweetness, the testimony of Gogl lmeaconfirmed in you and your grip of it may be in
tensified by every year’s experience.

| must add one other word. | believe that in thedenof taking fast hold upon the gospaiactical
Christianity has a great influence. | refer especially to pcattusefulness. Some members enter the
church and never do a hand’s turn. We have thendisshed privilege of seeing them sit in their gew
and that is all we know about them. We cannot btitegn under church censure, for they are punctual
in religious observances, but they are barren linise me the young man who, when he joins the
church, says, “I shall take a little time to stullg gospel till | know more of it by the teachinig@od’s
Spirit.” And then, having done so, says, “| have learned this for myself. There is something fa& tm
do in connection with the church of God and | artedained to find out what it is and to do it.” Yeae
such a young believer going to the Sunday schaojpa find him beginning to speak in a cottage, or
becoming a visitor and seeking to speak persomaligdividuals about their souls. If he is a marthod
right kind, his work will be another holdfast teshnind. Look at him, how he keeps to the gospel ho
he clings to the old, old truth. He is not the nbamun after new theories and modern doubts, foishe
helped to keep right by his practical connectiothvgpiritual disease and its remedy. Go into thekba
slums of London and see if you will doubt the dimetrof human depravity. Oh no, it is your ladies an
gentlemen that wear lavender kid gloves who dadudut doctrine. Try to rescue a harlot from her sid a
if you are enabled to lead her to Jesus, you cadoobt the power of the precious blood of Jesus to
cleanse the heart. Not those who battle with \bcg those who practice it themselves, are the wites
quibble at the doctrine of the atonement. Those aidgobusy plucking brands out of the fire aredlittl
given to speculation, but are firm abiders in tlspel. | think there are few exceptions to the thk
the “advanced thought” gentlemen are not engagedaictical work for the salvation of souls. Theg ar
grand talkers, but very poor workers. | am not mgpecal when | say that if you will mention a “rde
ern thought” professor, it will generally turn dbtt he is not worth his salt as to practical usess—
not he—he has the parrot faculty of pulling thinggpieces, but what positive work has he ever done?
He may be a distinguished dignitary or a noble Eohbut as to actually grappling with the heartd a
consciences of men, and entering into the darktiemdblous experience of tempted souls, he is atite
sea, for he knows nothing about it. He would tdtkraanother fashion if his hands had ever beahttai
hard work among sinful men and afflicted conscisndeell you, sirs, that to argue with a poor dis-
tressed conscience and to try to bring it to p@acehrist soon lets you know the truth of the gdspe
stand by a dying bed and hear the holy triumphvehdhe most illiterate of the children of God ydrat
is equally efficacious, to watch the last sad haiiran impenitent sinner dying without hope, wilhke
you know that there is a world to come, joyful errible as the case may be, and you will also |&aah
sin is a great evil and that the atonement is atgeality. Young convert, if you want to be onetloé
firm holders of the gospel, you must get to worknedl as to study, for this by the overruling poveér
the Holy Spirit, will strengthen you in the faitth @od’s elect. Thus | have brought forward the mdth
may it prove to be instructive.

Il. Very briefly, I want now to show THE DIFFICULTIESf ¢eking fast hold of instruction. And
every difficulty | mention will tend to show all éhmore clearly, the necessity of it.

The first difficulty is thatthis is the age of questioningverybody questions now. Our friends over
in Germany have pushed the questioning businetigetfurthest point and in their thorough way they
have produced its legitimate fruit in cold-blooda&ttiempts to murder a venerable monarch. Professed
ministers of the gospel have taught the German rardbubt everything, and now the basis of society
is shaken, and law and order are undermined. What ¢hey expect otherwise? He who does not fear
God is not likely to honor the king. When men g their Bibles, they will care but little for huma
laws. We have plenty of the same evil in Englanmd] aertain clergymen and dissenting divines are
spreading it with hideous industry. Young gentlem&hose whiskers have not yet developed, are au-
thoritatively deciding that nothing can be decidadd dogmatically denouncing all dogmas. We meet
them every day and we notice that in proportioth&ar ignorance is their confidence in sneering\eg-
ry holy thing. According to them, nobody is sincenething is sacred. These great men, who would
never have been heard of if they had not beenibakeknow better by far than God Himself. As for
apostles and prophets, they are just nothing dbdhese infallibles. Their own “thought” is magpee-
cious than inspiration itself. This conceited skapin is in the air. It seems to be everywhere ol
cannot help encountering it, therefore let us leeniore earnest to hold fast the faith.
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Worse than thighis is an age of worldlines&verybody wants to be rich and nobody is rich raaw
the point at which his forefathers were contenstimp. Our good old deacons and respected church
members were content with very moderate incomesy Were satisfied and happy with thrift and pru-
dence and would have been deeply grieved withxtravegance which is seen on all sides at this.time
They not only considered their shops and theid§igbut they planned to have time to look after the
Sunday schools in which they were proud to serektha prayer meetings which they delighted to at-
tend. But, dear me, prayer meetings, lectures, @@snSunday schools, these are all despised naav! If
man can make an extra guinea or two, by puttingsbiwhere they are out of the question, he juntps a
the chance. We must be rich, we must cut a dasmugt spend more than our neighbors, and for this
the work of the church may go to the dogs. Oh fteva simple, earnest Christians who will judge thei
Lord and His cause to be worth some consideratiad, will lay themselves out to serve His church.
When worldliness is so predominant, it becomes solnthe harder to take fast hold of eternal things.
One needs to hear the word, “Seek you first thgdam of God and His righteousness and all these
things shall be added unto you,” for unless we éarht, we shall be tempted to take fast hold @ th
world, and let the things of eternity slip by us.

Then, besides, there is and always has lbegreat desire for noveltyWe are all the subjects of it.
We all like something fresh. But there are some @alesick of the changeable disease. You see them
zealots for a creed today, but all of a sudden fyzdithem deeply immersed in the opposite teaching.
Ah, now they have discovered something very wondgjdst as the idiot who saw the rainbow, and be-
lieved that there was a pot of gold at the end,afin for miles to seize a glittering sapphire grasped
a piece of glass bottle, so do they forever pueswknever attain. We have a few of these gentlemen
most of our churches, but you will find them nowdhésng. Another inventor starts a new system and
away they go, pining always to be the first disegpbf each new prophet. May God save us from the
Athenian spirit, which forever hungers for someghinew.

Another difficulty, and the worst of all, the corruption of our own heart§Take fast hold of in-
struction,” says the text. “Why,” | hear a brotlsay, “my dear sir, sometimes it is as much as Idmn
to take hold of it at all. | have to question whesth have been converted. | go down into such depth
despondency, that unless the truth holds me, | sbaér hold it.” Well, but | hope this is all a ares of
helping you to hold it all the more firmly. You nosee that salvation must be by grace from firsast.

By this very process you will be compelled to htte doctrines of grace the more intensely, because
you are made to see how utterly unable you aranéhof yourself, to think a good thought, much kess
remain steadfast in the whole truth of Christ.

And then there i$atan,too. How busy he is in trying to undermine thedamentals of the faith!
Has he not suggested to some of us all kind of @@ulges. | said to a man one day, who had uttered
some blasphemy in my presence against a certdim thdou think you stagger me! My dear man, |
have had more doubts pass through my thoughtsybarcould tell me, or 50 like you.” The doubts
which the devil insinuates into the minds of thegde of God are at times quite as horrible as ahighv
a Voltaire or a Tom Paine was ever able to invAnd yet by God’s grace, we have not given up the
gospel, nor shall we though heaven and earth phali away. Because we are one with Christ we shall
live in the truth of Christ, for He will keep andgserve us even to the end.

[ll. Thirdly, let us consider THE BENEFITS of taking féw®ld. | wish | had an hour in which to di-
late upon the benefit of so doing, but | must lyishy that itgives stabilityto the Christian character to
have a firm grip of the gospel. Men who take fasidhare the backbone of a church. All through the
dark reign of moderates in Scotland, who kept wptédstimony for truth? Why, those solid Christians
who were known as, “the men,” who held the faitd aralked with God in the power of it. These were
men much in prayer and much in meditation, whodiwa when all sound teaching had left the pulpits,
because their souls were sustained by secret commuith God on the hillside. When the time came
for pure truth to revive in Scotland, these men e€amthe front and were honored as the men who had
kept the flame alive in the land. What was it thelivered our country in still earlier times, frdmeing
altogether under the hoof of Rome? When prelatesofix Christ and preachers by the hundreds in
Mary’s day turned from Protestantism to Popery, tthe faith lived on in the hearts of poor men and
women, weavers and cobblers, who believed whatdigehelieve, and could not deny the truth. Every-
body in the parish knew that they were “stubborreties,” who could not be frightened or argued
down. They knew. They were sure. They were confidenl therefore they spoke. It did not matter to
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them that they were in a minority, for they knewattl minority of one on God’s side is a majoritly. “
Athanasius, against the world,” said that grandandfessor, when they told him everybody had gone
over to Arianism, and that nobody believed in tratydof Christ. “The earth and all the inhabitants
thereof are dissolved. | bear up the pillars 6fsaid one of old. And happy is that man to whorahsan
office is given.

A firm grip of the gospel will give yostrength for serviceThe man who can “hold the fort” at one
time is the very man who can capture a fort atlarotime. He who can stand well can march well. The
hand of the church is made of the same materidas dsmckbone. It is of no use sending poor hesijati
professors into the field of holy labor. If you dir know what you believe, how can you teach other
people? But when the truth is written upon younywssul and engraved as with the point of a diamond
upon your heart, you will speak with confidence émele will be a power about your utterances which
none shall be able to withstand or deny. For thke sthen, of your spiritual strength, | press thieasta-
tion of the text, “Take fast hold of instruction.”

And this, too, will bring yoyoy. The outskirts of our Jerusalem are dreary; herydies within.
Where shines the brightest light? It is in the hafiyholies, in the innermost shrine. The skin andks
of religion are poor things, but the juice, the lithe vital power of religion—therein lies the sreess.
You must not be satisfied with the “name to live't-will never comfort you—it will even distress you.
The life of Christ mightily developed in you must the joy of your heart. Multitudes of Christiaropr
fessors get next to nothing out of Christianity.wHoan they? They hold their religion as some rich
farmers hold “off-hand farms.” Nobody ever makegthimg out of off-hand farms. The man who
makes farming pay, lives on the spot and givesmhigle time and energy to it. So is it in the thirgs
God. If you make your minister your bailiff in rgion, you will get nothing out of it. You must live it
and upon it and then you will prosper. | want yowsay, “If there is anything in godliness | am gpto
know it. If prayer has power | am going to praythére is such a thing as communion with God | will
enjoy it. If there is such a thing as likeness twi§t | will obtain it. Godliness shall not be aghdition to
my life, but it shall be my life itself.” Ah, bretln, you are the man of the shining countenanae aye
the man of the sparkling eyes. You drink deep amd find that the deeper you drink the sweeter the
draught becomes.

Lastly, with regard to this summary of benefits—gmers of this kind ar¢he very glory of the
church,they are the persons in whom true religion displégy$rightest beams. They may be humble
cottagers, or obscure members of a large churchamhgcarcely known. But those who live with them,
those who are at all acquainted with them, sayhefrt “These men and women are a credit to the
church and an honor to the name of Christianityot Mour frothy talkers, not your flimsy professors,
but your deep taught, grace-instructed men and wothese are they who are the beauty of the church
and the glory of Christ. | would to God we had mamyre. | look around and see that the cause ddes no
prosper as | would wish throughout the land. Arehthremember in one spot an earnest village preach
er, in another a holy laborious deacon, in a thigracious woman, zealous in every good work, and |
am comforted. Thank God there is life in the oldirch yet. There is hope for her yet, because of her
fast-holding people. If | study the statistics bé tchurches, | have to say, “What is the good e$e¢h
figures? Probably a church of two hundred membaghtnbe cut down to twenty earnest effectives.”
For my part, | would sooner stand on this platfasith twelve holy men and women to back me up,
than with twelve thousand mere pretenders to migiuch as can be found in crowds anywhere. No, it
is the fast grip of faith; it is vital godliness igh makes a man to be a real power in the church.

I\V. Now, lastly, | have to mention THE ARGUMENTS of ttext, which are three. All through the
sermon | have been using argument; therefore | bhahe briefer and draw to a close.

The first argument is, take fast hold of true nelng because it is your best friend. Read the text—
“Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go.” ¥@annot find your way to heaven without this guide
therefore do not suffer it to leave you. Do as Modiel, who when his father-in-law, Hobab, was with
him, would not suffer him to depart, “for,” he salgou shall be to us instead of eyes, for you know
where to encamp in the wilderness.” As Moses keghhdth, so you keep the faith, for you cannot find
your road except by holding the true gospel wittnug heart. What a sweet companion the gospel is!
How often it has cheered you! How easy has the bemdme while you have been in communion with
it. Do what the disciples at Emmaus did when Jé¢slked with them—they constrained Him, saying,
“Abide with us.” Do not let Him go. You will be ahely pilgrim if you do. No, if you could be led by
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an angel, but must lose the presence of your Gmdwould be wise to cry out against such an euntd, a
like Moses, plead—“If Your Spirit go not with usrcy us not up hence.”

The next argument is that true godliness shoultidde fast, for it isyour treasure “Keep it,” says
our text. It is your best inheritance at the préseoment, and it is to be your eternal inheritan&eep
it, then. Let everything else go, but do not pathva particle of truth. The slightest fragmentfth is
more valuable than a diamond. Hold it then, witlfiehness. You are so much the richer by everthtru
you know. You will be so much the poorer by evenitht you forget. Hold it then and hide it in your
heart. A certain king, who had a rare diamond, getat a foreign court, entrusting it to a verytFdul
servant. This servant was attacked however, onote by a band of robbers, and as they could ndt fi
the diamond, they drew their swords and killed hta.was found dead, but his master exclaimed, “He
has not lost the diamond, | am sure!” He judgetithg for the trusty servant had swallowed the gem
and so preserved it with his life. We also, shdhlgs place the truth in our inward parts, and tiven
shall never be deprived of it. A priest took a &esent from an Irish boy. “But,” cried the boy, “you
cannot take away those six chapters of Matthewltleatrned by heart.” They may take away our books,
but they cannot take away what we have fed uponnaadie our own. “His flesh is meat indeed. His
blood is drink indeed,” for when we have fed upamHour Lord Jesus remains in us the hope of glory.
Hold fast the truth, O believers in Jesus, fos your treasure.

Lastly, it is your “life.” Mr. Arnot, in His very beautiful book upon the Reobs, tells a story to il-
lustrate this text. He says that in the Southelas sen American vessel was attacked by a wounded
whale. The huge monster ran out for the length wila from the ship, and then turned round, andh wit
the whole force of its acquired speed struck thp ahd made it leak at every timber, so as to begin
go down. The sailors got out all their boats, @illhem as quickly as they could with the necessarie
life and began to pull away from the ship. Jushtheo strong men were seen leaping into the water,
which swam to the vessel, scrambled on board, pesed for a moment and then came up, bringing
something in their hands. Just as they sprangtirdesea down went the vessel, and they were carried
round in the vortex, but they were observed to bl lof them swimming, not as if struggling to get
away, but as if looking for something, which att ldeey both seized and carried to the boats. Wiaat w
this treasure? What article could be so valuea dsad them to risk their lives? It was the shigien-
pass which had been left behind, without which tbeyld not have found their way out of those lonely
southern seas into the high road of commerce. ddrapass was life to them and the gospel of the liv-
ing God is the same to us. You and | must ventlir®mathe gospel. This infallible Word of God must
be guarded to the death. Men may tell us what pihegse, and say what they will, but we will risleev
rything sooner than give up those eternal prinsifg which we have been saved. The Lord give all of
us His abundant grace that we may take fast hottivaie instruction. Amen.
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