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“The stone which the builders refused is become tteadstone of the corner. This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day whittte Lord has made; we will rejoice
and be glad in it. Save now, | beseech You, O Laddtord,
| beseech You, send now prosperity.”
Psalm 118:22-25.

IT would be difficult, if not impossible, to fix wh certainty the occasion which first suggested thi
Psalm. It has even been thought to be purely ptaphed rather foretelling history than narratimgli
rather incline to the opinion that some Israeligedy chosen of God to high office in the midst of h
people, had been rejected by the rulers, had pdksaagh many struggles, some of them of the most
violent kind, and at last, notwithstanding the céijmn of his people and their leaders, had attaioea
prominent position, no, to a chief place in the shiof the nation. The Psalm is applicable to Clarst
to Him it is referred in the New Testament sevéiraks. But probably from the human point of vietv, i
was at first intended to celebrate the victory @ihe chosen man of God who, despite his divine elec-
tion, had been rejected by his countrymen. Prowidetonducted him to a crowning success and he
magnified the Lord for it. In some way or otherstane has come to be connected with several persons
whose history was of this character. Remember Jadelflees from his father's house because Esau
threatens to kill him. He appears to be the regeatember of Isaac’s family, by whom the house would
never be built up. At the end of a day’s journeyliee down with astonefor his pillow, and as he
sweetly slumbers he sees heaven open, beholdsyiec fadder and rises assured of the love of the
Almighty God. By faith thus infused into his sohk becomes strong for his future life and so lived
now the house of Abraham and Isaac stands repessanthe seed of Jacob alone, and Esau withsll hi
dukes, has utterly passed away.

The next occurrence of the stone happens in referém Joseph, of whom the dying Jacob said,
“From thence is the Shephetfte stoneof Israel.” He was separated from his brothershieyr envy and
grievously wounded by their malice. They said, “Bleh this dreamer comes,” and they sold him for a
slave into the stranger’s land. From the dungediggpt he climbed to the throne and became the cor
nerstone of Israel’s house. On his bosom his agif could lay his head and dream as he did dt- Bet
el. And by his power and wisdom, the shepherd famds happily built up.

Then came David, whom his elder brothers despisedeaen his father passed him over, until the
prophet of God asked for him, that he might be raiieol with oil. Out of his hand went thstbneof Is-
rael which laid low the pride of Philistia. Goliathust bite the ground when the stone of Israesflie
from the hand of Israel’'s shepherd, who was dedtinéoe her king. He was rejected and hated by Saul
so that he wandered about in the wilderness, higirigives and rocks until the hour came when he was
called to the throne. Then the stone which thedeud refused became the headstone of the correer, an
he and his people confessed that it was the Latdisg and it was marvelous in their eyes. Be not
afraid, O you persecuted ones, for you shall fwflur destiny. It has happened again and agaimsn
tory, that those who have been destined to do gnéads for the Lord have first of all been compdll
to pass through a trying ordeal of misunderstandimg) rejection. Such history repeats itself anday
do so in your instance. The speckled bird of thuilig the one least beloved, often rises to tale th
most prominent place. Jephthah was driven out fnienfather’'s family and yet in their distress his
brethren were glad enough to make him their chamaral accept him as their head. Bow your head in
patience, young man, and bear whatever God or k#smes may lay upon you, for assuredly as the
Lord is in you and with you, He will bring you fortand of you, too, it shall be true in your owrldit
way, “The stone which the builders refused, theesabecome the headstone of the corner.”
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At this time however, we shall confine our applicatof these verses to our blessed Lord Himself,
to whom they most evidently refer. Their meanindosused upon Him and in reference to Him each
word is emphatic. He applied them to Himself, foatMew tells us in the 2ichapter of his gospel that
our Lord said to the chief priests and Phariseg] You never read in the Scriptures, The stoneckwhi
the builders rejected, the same is become the dfethé corner?” You remember also, how Peter said i
the face of the crucifiers of Christ, “Be it knownto you all and to all the people of Israel, thatthe
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crutifrethom God raised from the dead, even by Him
does this man stand here before you whole. Thiseisstone which was set at nothing of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner. Neithé¢nese salvation in any other, for there is nonesoth
name under heaven given among men whereby we rausved.” In his first epistle, Peter refers again
to this psalm in the well-remembered words, “Whsoailt is contained in the Scripture, Behold, | lay
Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious: andhiaelhielieves on Him shall not be confounded. Ut y
therefore which believe He is precious: but unenthwhich are disobedient, the stone which the build
ers disallowed, the same is made the head of timecd Of our own exalted Lord we are going to dpea
at this time and may the Spirit bear witness inlwarts to His honor.

I. First, I invite your thoughts to CHRIST REJECTED—HH stone which the builders refused.”
The Lord Jesus came into this world at the fullrefstime when the Messiah was expected by those de-
vout men who waited for salvation in Israel. He eaborn of parents descended from that royal house
from which Messiah was prophesied as coming anavéteborn in the very city which had been point-
ed out by seers of old. All details of His life lifis early days corresponded with prophetic intirasi
and answered to the signs which the Lord had apguhiiThere was nothing in which He did that did not
exactly fit the symbols of the sanctuary and thesqmal types of history. Everything which could &pe
cried with one voice, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Was clearly placed before the Jewish people as the
stone which God would lay in Zion as the foundatdtheir hopes, buhey persistently refused Hirt
was not from lack of evidence, for John came prepimg concerning Him and as | have already said,
John was but the last of a long list of prophet® Wwhd all pointed to Him as the Anointed of thed,or
and yet Israel rejected Him. His own miracles agamthing were more than sufficient evidence of His
mission, but Israel would have none of Him. He wadone evidently of God’s quarrying and preparing.
His extraordinary birth marked Him out as differiigm all the rest of mankind. His surpassing excel
lence and moral beauty declared Him to be destiogtie highest position. His person displayed the
marvelous love and wisdom of God and with half ga, ef they had willed to see it, the Jews might
have perceived that He was anointed to be the siome of the spiritual temple, but yet they retuse
Him. “He came unto His own and His own received Hiiot.” He came to those who had the oracles,
but in this thing they set at nothing the oraclés.came to those who had the law and the propbets,
they were deaf to all holy testimonies and disowidad. Alas, for the blindness of men’s hearts.

His rejection was rendered the more remarkabletlamanore sorrowful becauste was rejected by
the builders or leaders of the natiofThe stone whicltthe builders refused.” If the common people,
who were ignorant of the law, had not perceived knibe the chosen stone, we might not have won-
dered. But there were men of learning and researaing the people and these rejected Him. They had
builders who understood spiritual architectureprfessed to do so—the scribes who studied the law
and the priests who taught the people—these werentster builders, whose business it was to make
the selection of the cornerstone. But these rajeate Lord. It was not only the mob of Jerusaleiat th
rejected Christ, but the rulers led the way. Tthe, many cried, “Crucify Him!” but not till they we
bribed by the priests, the clergy of the day, thddbicees, the skeptical men of science, the Pkarise
and ritualistic professors. These were they wharsdoses’ seat, in whom the people had confidence,
and by their scheming, the people were led to téfeccornerstone which the Lord Himself had laid.

Concerning this rejection we must also remark thatas no common ondt was a violent and in-
dignant rejection.They were not content to say, “He is not the MassSibut they turned their hottest
malice against Him. They were furious at the sigfhitlim. This precious stone was kicked against and
rolled about with violence and all manner of ridewas poured upon it. Nothing would content them
but the blood of the man who had disturbed theirsc@nces and questioned their pretensions. “The
stone which the buildergfused”is to be read with a heavy stress upon the wordWREED. Peter says,
“He was set at nothing of you builders.” They skaredl Him in life and mocked Him in death. They
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spat their accusations against Him when He wasaindegave Him over to be defiled with the spithad t
soldiers’ mouths when He was bound. They made iendn outcast’s life and then they hung Him up
to die a felon’s death.

This rejection was most unreasonabldéey did violence to truth and justice by thaiil eleed. For
which of His works did they stone Him? There wathimg in His character which should have incensed
them. There was nothing about Him which ought teehexcited their doubts, much less their wrath. But
yet they willfully and resolutely rejected Him. Tjheaid, “We will not have this man to reign over’us
The cause, in part, was blind prejudice. They etquka king surrounded with earthly pomp and girt
with physical force to break the Roman yoke anditeren Israelite empire more famous than that of
Solomon. And because He came as the son of a lawdin, robed in a peasant’s dress and humbly
dwelt among the sons of men in meekest fashiomefitwes they refused Him. There was no real reason
why He should have been refused because of Hisliation, for was not their Messiah so to come? Did
not Isaiah say, “He shall grow up before Him asraler plant, and as a root out of a dry groundh&ke
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see lthere is no beauty that we should desire Him.” He
agreed with the prophecies, but not with their ytejes and therefore they cried, “Away with Him.
Away with Him.” Those prejudices were the resultsbker ignorance, for if they had studied the word
they would have seen that the Christ of God waghmChrist of their dreams. And had they searched
the Scriptures they might have known that Jesudaafareth was the Lord of glory. They had eyes, but
would not see. The light was around them, but t@yprehended it not. The pride of their hearts kept
them in ignorance. They did not want to know. Theud philosophic Sadducee felt sure of his ground,
for he was a thinker and despised the vulgar pepulde did not wish for evidence as to the exisgtenc
of angel or spirit, or of the resurrection of thead, and therefore he scornfully rejected the mhaa w
brought life and immortality to light. The Pharisemipremely righteous in himself, did not want to
know a man who taught him that he was lost and dante the Savior of sinners. He felt too safe al-
ready to need saving.

Thus the Ever-blessed was chased out of the warlthd pride which scorns all excellence except
its own. Men flung away God’s dearest jewel becauseatshone their own counterfeit jewelry. Nor was
it pride alone, for that mother sin was surroundeth all other evils. They wanted to devour widows’
houses in secret and He exposed them. They wamigal ®n saying their long prayers and yet to perse-
cute the righteous and He unmasked them. Certathesh wanted to be free-thinkers and yet to be
thought orthodox and He denounced them as hypeciiteey denied the essential principles of revela-
tion, but He came forth from the Father to beaness of God, and therefore they utterly abhorred.Hi
Their sin, as it could not associate with His hedis, raised a clamor against Him and with cunnity a
malice they denounced, condemned and utterly egjeitte stone which God had appointed to be the
foundation and cornerstone of His New Jerusalem.my brethren, you know what came of it. They
threw that chosen stone away and when they hadwvenind away from their Babel-building they
thought their troubles at an end, when indeed, tte/just begun. That stone was removed out of the
way and yet they stumbled upon it. They stumbleth&r own confusion. Yes, they stumbled to their
own destruction. How broken were they by that stanéhe awful siege of Jerusalem, when they and
their city perished. Now, also, that stone has b up into heaven by the mighty power of Godla
in the fullness of time it will descend upon théselish builders with terrible effect, for upon winever
it shall fall it will grind him to powder. Even wla that stone was here, they fell upon it and weoe
ken. But when He comes a second time, He willdpbn them and woe unto them in that day. Let us
not be among the company of the rejecters. Letoigansort with those who cast doubts upon the gos-
pel of Jesus. Rather let our hearts joyfully biéssl for appointing Him to be the headstone of the c
ner. Let us accept Him in that character and aé dnuald upon Him—

“Chosen of God, to sinners dear,

And saints adore the name!

We trust our whole salvation here,

Nor shall we suffer shame.”
God forbid that we should reject the testimony a@id@&oncerning His Son and so make God a liar and
bring down eternal wrath upon our own heads. Otetgdies in reception, not in rejection, for tos‘a
many as received Him, to them gave He power torbecihe sons of God, even to them that believe on
His name.” As for those who reject Him, we hearwirembling these words from the lips of the loving
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Jesus—"But those, My enemies, which would not thsthould reign over them, bring here and slay
them before Me.”

Il. With great delight | now pass to the second topigctv is CHRIST EXALTED—"The stone
which the builders refusad become the headstone of the correthat is to say, at this moment Christ
hasthe chief place of honan the building of God. He is the headstone, ferisl higher than the kings
of the earth. He is higher than all the opposinggrs of wisdom or of superstition and He is thechea
over all things to His church. Glory be to His nanmethe midst of His people He is above all androv
all—we worship Him with rapture. He is King of kisg@nd Lord of lords, “for by Him were all things
created that are in heaven and that are in easibJesrand invisible, whether they are thronesj@min-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things wereated by Him and for Him,” There is none likerHi
among the sons of men. In all things He has therpmence. He that was crucified is now enthroned.
He that lay in the grave now reigns in glory.

Nor is He only eminent for His position of honoutlfor His surpassing usefulnesde is the head-
stone of the corner, that stone which joins twolsvidgether and is the bond of the building. Jew an
Gentile are now one in Christ Jesus. It is truedde stone in Israel’s wall, but He is also a stonthe
Gentile’s wall. In Him is neither Jew nor Gentilistthctively, for they are both there inclusivelye has
made both one. The Pharisees would have it thatvéteshould finish within the line of Judah’s race
but not so thought our Master. His heart went footthe other sheep which He had that were nobfyet
the fold. This made them wrathful, but their wralild not prevent His accomplishing His design and
now He is the bond of the building, holding Jew &htile in firm unity. This precious cornerstone
binds God and man together in wondrous amity, feiddoth in one. He joins earth and heaven togeth-
er, for He participates in each. He joins time atefnity together, for He was a man of few yeard an
yet He is the Ancient of Days. Wondrous cornerstofu bind all of us together who are in You, so
that by love of You we are built together for a pdenof the Holy Spirit. You are the perfect bontk t
eternal holdfast, the divine cement which holdsuhiverse in one. Is it not written, “By Him allitiys
consist™?

Our Lord Jesus Christ then, is brought up fromrgkction and shame to which His enemies put
Him, to be by usefulness and by honor, the grangesion upon the face of the earth, and allribise
the less, but all the more, because He was rejettedost nothing by His enemies. They scourged His
back, but they did not rob Him of that imperial pkerwhich now adorns Him. They crowned Him with
thorns, but those thorns have increased the Ioidéiaof His diadem of light. They pierced His haadd
thereby prepared them to sway an irresistible scegtiove over men’s hearts. They nailed His fbat,
those feet stand firm forever upon the throne okseignty. They crucified Him, but His crucifixidad
Him to His greater honor, since He therein finistieel work which was given Him to do, and now also
God has highly exalted Him and given Him a namecilig above every name. As it has been, so is it,
and so shall it be. Man’s opposition to the gosg#Inot interfere with it one single whit, but tlegernal
purposes of Jehovah shall be fulfilled. Our aduwé&samay mine and undermine. They may openly op-
pose and secretly assail. But upon this rock, exgem Christ, shall the truth and the church foreest
and no harm shall come to it. The Lord will lifietlstone which the builders refused and make ieto b
come the headstone of the corner, therefore Iabtgail nor be discouraged.

Already our text has been fulfilled. Our Lord Chrgas dead and buried, but His foes were desper-
ately afraid that He would rise again and so tledhed a stone to the tomb’s mouth and sealed it.HBu
rose for all that, and became the first fruitshedrh that slept, the headstone of the resurreddmres-
urrection utterly defeated those who reckoned ugestroying His power. What could they do against
one whom death itself could not silence? When Esimrection attested His mission, what could they
say against Him? Nor was this all, for to add te Kionor, He was received up into heaven. Beyond the
eternal hills He rose, the gates of heaven opeairdis coming. And amidst the acclamation of angels
and redeemed spirits, He ascended to the highase phat heaven affords. What a change from Gab-
batha and all the maltreatment of the Pavemenrtdaoséa of glass mingled with fire and to the séat o
infinite majesty! Jesus has gone from the bar ¢ottinone, and there He sits in majesty. His adviesa
may grind their teeth at Him, but the King is spbn the holy hill of Zion beyond their wrath. “Wialp
the heathen rage and the people imagine a vaighilehovah Jesus is King and none can challenge
His sovereignty.
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At Pentecost, too, this was fulfilled, for when Hesv and humble disciples were inspired by the Ho-
ly Spirit and began to speak with tongues of fak Jerusalem rang with the wonder—and then again,
the despised and rejected stone was made the beadst the corner. Very speedily throughout the
known world the testimony of His name was madeotns forth till His Word had gone forth as far as
the sun’s utmost track and all nations beheld itite thereof. Then the gods of the heathen tottareti
colossal systems of idolatry were ground to pow@¢ory be unto You, O Christ! You did triumph glo-
riously in those first ages of Your church! Thatitnph is still proceeding. It will be consummated b
and-by. What confusion will take hold upon the eeaf His adversaries when He shall be revealed! He
is hidden now and His people with Him, but the degws near when He shall come a second time to be
admired in all them that believe. What astonishmeititthen take hold upon those who refused His
righteous claims. Then will they know that thistl®e Lord’s doing, though it will be terrible in the
eyes. All intelligent beings, even down to the kkst devil of hell, shall at the second advent wf o
Lord be obliged to confess that the stone whichhiméders refused has become the headstone of the
corner. The Man of Nazareth shall be Lord of afobe the eyes of all mankind. For that, we dilidggnt
look. | call upon you, dear brothers and sistdris, morning, to greatly rejoice in the fact whick Wwave
thus brought before you. It is a grand truth thiati§€ Jesus is now enthroned beyond the reachosgth
who rejected and despised Him—

“Honor immortal must be paid,
Instead of scandal and of scorn
While glory shines around His head,
And a bright crown without a thorn.”

1. Thirdly, I ask your attention to the next point, isthis introduced to us by the 3%erse. THE
EXALTATION OF CHRIST IS DUE TO GOD ALONE-“This is the Lord’s doin@nd it is marvelous
in our eyes.” Now, this was so as a matter of nystdesus Christ's name and work were at lengtt, ha
in honor in the world, but this was due to no mamisdom, eloquence, or power, but entirely to the
Lord, who is wonderful in counsel and great in midtook, my brethren, if the Scribes and Pharisees
had endorsed the claims of our Lord, it might hagen said that Christianity was grafted upon tide ol
stock of Judaism, and therefore grew with vigordAinPilate, or Herod, or any of the great onepees
cially if the Caesar of the day had accepted é@ntthe following ages would have said, “Oh yesdde
rived His power and was lifted to His place throubk prestige of empire and the prowess of arms.”
But it was not so. All the establishments on earélnie against Him, rank and station despised the car
penter’'s Son, superstition abhorred His simpliaiyg spirituality, ceremonialism would have nothiag
do with Him who said that the temple was to be rdgsd, skepticism could not endure Him, for He
gave not a jot of ground for its doubts, or food its speculations. And the kings of the earth el
statesmen utterly derided Him, for He spoke ofrag@om which was not of this world. And yet He tri-
umphed, and now His name is the most famous antfengdns of men. This was not because poets sat
waiting upon Parnassus to pour forth their loftlagss, or because minstrels with their fingers logirt
harp strings, stood prepared to draw forth matshhessic to celebrate His advent. No, the hymns lwhic
were composed in His honor had a lowly virgin ancequally humble matron as their authors. And the
music which saluted Him was the noise of childmemhie streets, shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of Da-
vid.” The Son of man owes nothing of His glory tam His elevation to the throne is the Lord’s doing
and marvelous in our eyes!

And while this is true as to the past, it remame tat this day, for the gospel of Christ, whenetver
spreads in the earth, owes its triumphs entirelgitme interposition. When | consider how hostile-
man nature is to the gosp#ige very existence of a true Church in the worltbisne, a miracleNor to
me alone does it appear so, for it really is a supeman work and is worked by the Lord alone. Just
think of it. Why, at this very day, we have all twesdom and power and eloquence and skill of the su
perstition of the world arrayed against the singaepel of Jesus Christ. Though they are agreedtim n
ing else, they all unite against Christ. He of 8®ven Hills has nothing but maledictions for theepu
gospel of Jesus and with him stand a hierarchyhetbwith terrible power and a troop of Jesuits who
stop at nothing. Completely organized, numeroustlsuall-pervading, the warriors of Rome are aagre
host and not to be lightly thought upon. See hopesstition multiplies in this land. See how theltui
ers, appointed by the state to build up a Protéstaurch, are pulling it down with both hands. Téhese
priests, clergy—God'’s heritage! And what are theind? They are lifting up an idolatrous crucifix in
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the place of the doctrine of the cross, settingasaents in the place of the precious blood andghiag
salvation by their own priestcraft instead of sttva by the grace of God through Jesus Christ. The
builders are rejecting Him and yet His cause liwesThe wise men on the other side of the housge, th
builders who claim to be scientific scholars antspas of advanced thought and thorough cultursethe
also, have their fling against the gospel. For laimg | can see of their pretended depth of learning
would recommend them to attend to their scienceddntdin a little more culture before they set up fo
teachers or they may expose their own shallowndssse boastfully wise men, these self-styladk-

ing men, are all against the gospel of Jesus. Whea treepower which at the present time is enlisted
on the side of doubt and skepticism, I, for my pam astonished that anybody believes the gosadi, at
and | feel that it is the Lord’s doing and marvedan my eyes. True faith is supernatural. It stamotsin

the wisdom of man, but in divine power. Whereveri§ths exalted, as, blessed be His name, He is in
many churches, it is not because of any wit ol skipower on the part of the minister, but becahse
Holy Spirit is at work among the people bringingitihto Christ. Do not, then, dear brethren, desmond
behalf of Christ’'s cause. The real progress of €iamity must be supernatural! Whenever we fighhwi
the wooden sword of reason, we may expect to beatkd, not because the gospel is against reason or
contrary to it, but because it is so much aboveaeahat we cannot comprehend it and therefore, los
power by hearing gospel truth as if it were a humigoovery. If there is not working with Christigna
divine agency altogether above its reasonableifdbgre is not, in fact, the Spirit of God workimgth

it to convert men, then it will come to nothing arahish like other systems. Our reliance must beeth
fore, not upon evidences which we can bring to erthe truth of the gospel, nor upon eloquence by
which we may advance its claims, but upon the Biespirit of God, for it is He, and He alone, who
can lift the rejected stone and make it to becdmehtadstone of the corner. It is impossible fordeld
human nature to believe the truth of God. And tfegeewe must be born again. Gospel teachings are so
humbling, so radical, so pure, so spiritual, so Imabove our thoughts, that nobody will accept them
unless taught of God. His chosen people shall bghtaof the Spirit and the rest will choose to rema
in blindness. So it has been, and so it ever &®alBut, beloved, let us not tremble because sf thr
despite human blindness, and the opposition ofviee, Christ must reign even to the world’s end.

Did | hear a whisper that ministers are nowadayy beoad and have given up the old gospel? |
know it and | am not surprised. The builders aeefitst to reject the chosen stone. Christ owég lib
preachers and some of His worst enemies are faurldeir ranks. Unconverted men are in too many
pulpits and are seeking out many inventions toasete the pure gospel which exalts Christ Jesus. Le
them alone. The ditch is gaping for these blindlgsi Our Lord can do without them. He owes His vic-
tories to Himself and to Himself alone. And therefdet the faith of His people rest in peace,iffdhey
will have patience, they shall see greater thihgs they have yet beheld. Our text says thatribtson-
ly the Lord’s doing and marvelous, but it is maoted,“in our eyes,” which it could not be if we did not
see it. We shall see and we shall marvel. Somes shay have passed away, but you who are younger
may live to see modern thought obtain supremacy bueman minds. German rationalism which has
ripened into Socialism may yet pollute the masmahkind and lead them to overturn the foundations
of society. Then “advanced principles” will holdreeval and free thought will riot with the vice and
blood which were years ago the insignia of “the afjeeason.” | say not that it will be so, but losifd
not wonder if it came to pass, for deadly princgpége abroad and certain ministers are spreadarg.th
If it ever should be so, do not, O believers, f@iregle moment despair, but rest certain that thel lis
about to do a marvelous thing in the earth and Keawill lift up once again the stone which thelQui
ers have again refused and cause it to become themeever the headstone of the corner. Never dream
of defeat. Be calm amid all the din of controverfsy,the hand which holds the gospel must win tice v
tory. This is the Lord’s doing and we shall see it.

I\VV. Let us now notice that THE EXALTATION OF THE REJEED CHRIST COMMENCES A
NEW ERA. For what says the 24erse?This is the day which the Lord has made; we wéjoice and
be glad in it.” We date from our Lord’s resurrection, even as #esJof old counted from the night
wherein they went out of Egypt. What is this dayichkithe Lord has made? | reply first, ittise day of
the gospelThrough our Lord’s exaltation pardon for the guik freely preached among all nations and
whoever believes in Him has everlasting life. NewCihrist exalted on high to give repentance unto Is
rael and remission of sins. Now is He on the throhpower that He may be able to save to the utter-
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most them that come to God by Him. Let us rejoioé lae glad in Him. How can we rejoice and be glad
in Him except by believing in Him? Come, let usibet the gospel, the gospel of the once rejectatd, b
now exalted Savior. Let us put our trust in Him dhen let us sing for joy of heart because we leave
royal Savior, an exalted Savior, an almighty Saumowhose hands our souls are safe. The era of the
gospel ought to be a time of gladness, for its fayvare rich, its light is clear, its promises abeindant
and its truth is certain. To be unhappy now thatideeigns is to be ungrateful. It is a royal fehst us

eat to the full and so honor the King and blesselves.

What day is this which the Lord has made? Whyheriext place, it ia Sabbath daythe beginning
of a long line of Sabbaths. The day in which ourd_desus rose from the dead is now sacred tomdst a
holy joy. Let us keep it with reverent love anddsl&od for making it—

“This is the day the Lord has made,

He calls the hours His own.

Let heaven rejoice, let the earth be glad,

And praise surround the throne!

Today He rose and left the dead

And Satan’s empire fell!

Today the saints His triumphs spread,

And all His wonders tell.”
The world calls the Sabba8undaydo not let us turn it into Cloud-day. Certain gdolristian people
look upon the Lord’s Day as a season so solemnittibath only be properly kept by being as dreary as
possible. Draw down the blinds, darken the roonideclhe children, cherish every smile, now we are
getting Sabbatic. Let us go up to the house of@rliye convicts exercising in the prison yard &mere
let us be as decorously miserable as possiblethieepreacher be as dull and as monotonous as though
he had no subject to preach about but death ariduidigsn and must preserve an air of melancholy, or
none would think him gracious. Such is not the h@ag of our Master, nor is it according to His mind
and spirit. Herbert well says of the Sabbath—

“You are a day of mirth,

And where the weekdays trail on ground,

Your flight is higher, as your birth.”
It should be “a day most calm, most bright,” fitde called, “the endorsement of supreme delighis |
a time of the singing of birds, for the winter afrd_ord’s humiliation is over and He has risen frtme
dead. Today we celebrate the glory of Christ inhiglhest heavens, as the elect of God and the leorne
stone of His church. Surely it ill becomes us taagout with our hands upon our loins as if we medrn
His victory and begrudged His honor. No, let ugpabar hands with exultation. “The Lord reigns. Let
the earth rejoice. Let the multitude of the isleggtad thereof.”

Again, “This is the day which the Lord has madehieTresurrection of Christ commenaes era of
triumph. We have spoken of the gospel day and the Sabiayicbut it is also a day of victories. As Je-
sus Christ rose from the dead, so will His truthtocwally rise from the sepulcher into which menyma
cast it. As He triumphed over the powers of deaith @arkness, so will His gospel triumph over al op
position. Whenever at any time your hearts are yeawould bid you stand at the open tomb of Christ
and remember that He rose. And if He could notddd by the bands of death, certainly neither He nor
His gospel can be held by any other bands. Hisradvies thrust His gospel into the tomb again. They
proclaim that the old doctrines are ineffectualt &s surely as Jesus our Lord lives they shalltisee
truth revive again. Walk in patience, for the visiwill not tarry. The day comes when in yet greater
power the gospel shall renew its youth and the dvshiall assuredly know that the Lord has donest. L
us rejoice and be glad that we live in an era lingth victories of the right and the true. We nteve
to fight for them and wait for them, but they wslirely come and Christ shall reign forever and .ever
would to God that the thought of the exalted Chwistld be the beginning of days to some of yousThi
day began with sunlight but at this hour it deep@ibs gloom. The skies are overcast and a tempest i
hurrying up. | trust that with my dear hearers &yne the absolute reverse, that if you begamtiois-
ing amid clouds of doubt and showers of tears, iy@ay see Christ exalted in the highest heaven, be-
cause He has offered for you His great atoningfsggrand may you look to Him and find clear shigi
after the rain, a great calm after a great storm.
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V. | close by saying that THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST SWBESTS A PRAYER. The 25
verse supplies us with itSave now, | beseech You, O Lord: O Lord, | beseéah, send now prosperi-
ty.” First, it is a prayefor salvation It may mean, “God save the King: may Jesus lorevfer,” and in
that sense we would make the heavens ring witBut.we will take it this morning, to be a prayer fo
the salvation of men. Since Christ is the exalted aictorious Savior, let us beseech Him to save al
those who are around us. Save them, Lord! Save #ikr8ave them now! Put it in the present tense.
Ask for a display of the present saving power af exalted Head. O Christ Jesus, Prince and Loke sa
the sinners in Zion! We beseech You save thoseathapy these pews Sabbath after Sabbath and hear
about You, but do not know You. Save, too, thengfeas that are within Your gates and are strangers
You as well as to us. Save the careless, good 1Sadé the anxious! Save the seekers! By Your glory
the Father’s side, we beseech You, save men! Dobgtiave that Christ Jesus is at the right hand of
God? If you do, all things are possible with Hinddthe has promised to hear prayer. Hear me then, you
thousands of Israel, as | entreat you now to becatie hearty unanimous prayer to this effect—*Save
now, O Lord, we beseech You.” Put the name of yahild to the prayer if you please, or that of your
wife, or father, or sister, or brother, but do ppt the prayer to Him who is enthroned on purpose to
save. Save now, O Lord. You are no more despisédeected. Unveil Your glory by saving men. You
could save even in Your agony. On the cross yoedav dying thief. But now in glory, You have
mightier power. Therefore, O Savior, save now. Wil not persistently urge that petition, O you who
know His readiness to hear? Sinners, will you mayphus for yourselves?

Here now, as we sit together in this dense gloanymaisual in the month of June, let us feel that th
shadow of the Eternal is brooding over us, thatAlmeighty is now covering us with His wings. Do you
not feel near to Him? Be sure of this, He is veeamto you. Call upon Him while He is near. In all
probability we shall in a few moments, hear His e@s#f voice rolling in thunder through the sky, and
before long we shall see the flash of His glittgrepear. Let all this deepen our reverence and piras
to entreat Him now to save us. The God that thusmdeHis pleasure is near. Bow before Him and trust
in His Son, Christ Jesus, and let the prayer gd$@ve now.” Do not wait for tomorrow, nor even ilint
the storm has passed over, batv,even now, seek His salvation.

The other half of the prayer is fprosperity “O Lord, send now prosperity.” This is what weneo

tinually need in this church. The prayer is in hany with the whole passage. Since, Lord, You have
lifted the chief stone into its place, be pleasedaise up other stones of Your temple into th&ces.
Fit them, one upon another, and send a prosperolasrig up. Lord, You have conquered all the foés o
Christ, come and conquer the foes of your churdayoLord, You did gather out a people to His grais
and build up a church in the first centuries of i€tranity and then Your Son Jesus was gloriouséy th
corner and headstone. Come again and build up 8warchurch throughout all the lands, a church in
which the Lord Jesus shall be exalted even to idjieelist.

“Send now prosperity.” | pray you, beloved, jointims prayer. Pray that Jerusalem may have peace
and prosperity, for they that love her and her pesitl have great happiness. Join in the supplinab
the once rejected but now exalted covenant Heatieothurch and the Lord will bless you for Jesus
Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 118
HYMN FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—353, 118 (VERSION 2, 3).

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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