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A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Jesus answering said unto them, Have faith in Gbd.
Mark 11:22.

THIS exhortation stands in connection with the igaof the withering of the fig tree that was clad
with leaves but bore no fruit. The peculiarity bétparable calls for a few words of explanatiorobef
we proceed to enforce the moral appended to itm@iny readers it seems strange and inconsistent that
as it was not the time for figs, our Lord shouldd&a@xpected to find figs upon the tree at all. Tivewn-
der how it was that He should blame the fig treenfat having figs when the time of figs was not yet
come. But it is because we do not live in the lahtlg trees that we do not understand this, faoad-
ing to the natural order of production the fig frprecedes the foliage. The fig tree first of altgpforth
its figs, at the end of the shoots—the little knbleginning to form in the early spring, and thes fige-
coming very fairly developed before any leaves appeso that if a fig tree has leaves upon it, ithldug
to have figs in a considerable state of ripenebss fig tree, at a time when no figs were expecsa
far less any leaves, seemed to have outstrippeis &lllow fig trees, to have gone far ahead einth to
have been in advance of its own responsibilitiea fig tree, to have exceeded all the demandseof th
season and to have reached a state of supernftut-ddearing which no other fig tree had dreaméd o
reaching. There were leaves. The Savior went ug,fiading the leaves which ought to have denoted
figs in a considerable state of ripeness, He gldmzeund, but finding no single fig to justify therge
pretense, He said, “Henceforth let no fruit growyau forever.” You know that occasionally trees do
leaf at abnormal times. There is a famous oak e New Forest which usually has well-developed
leaves upon it about Christmas, when winter reigmsevery side, and “dead the vegetable kingdom
lies.” There is a pretty superstition about ittlasugh the tree thrust forth its sudden honoréatoirth
of the great Lord. | have seen the tree and it seery strange that it should take to leaf-beavitign
there is not a leaf throughout the forest anywledse. This fig tree, in like manner, for some reaso
other, had got into leaf at a time when it ought ifat did get into leafit ought to have figs, but it had
leaves and no figs. As such it becomes a fit amghgaremblem of such a man as we sometimes meet
with, who vaunts a righteousness he cannot ves@gms more conspicuously pious in his character tha
he could reasonably have been expected to be, naaslesw of piety that is altogether premature, give
signs of maturity before the season, professes rthatigh he yields nothing to corroborate it, a pygd
of self-conceit. He does not say he is absolutelyget, but it needs very fine optics to distinguike
line. He outstrips all his fellows. His talk is sething marvelous. His creed is more sound, his con-
science more sensitive, his conduct more sanctiousniand his standard in estimating others more cen
sorious than the rest of the community. You woratet till you come near to him and then you findsi
all talk, tinsel and trumpery, “Nothing but leavesp real virtue, but a leafy show of it. Yes, IVea
known decent morality outraged by such monstroydicity. All the leaves and foliage of a godly life
all the death and corruption of a graceless libestn! Those around about him were ashamed to find
themselves so inferior in their attainments, titegently the suddenness with which he withered
astounded them more than the rapidity of his groviittere was nothing in it. The old proverb has it,
“Great cry and little wool.” Great cry indeed, fbolier voices are silenced by it and no wool att@ll
repay the shearer, “Nothing but leaves.” Now if amgn is withered, it is such a man as that. Onggthi
| have noticed in watching over a large churchhat tsome, who have seemed too good to live, have
turned out much too bad for us to want them to lieey long. Such have been so pure, so white, so
spotless, so stainless, so precise, so exact,lsetwveouthed, so oily, so full of sugar, so hypeiyhin
their hypocrisy, that it seemed cruel to feel indvgualms when you were near them. Yet under a thin
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layer of this hollow pretension they have been sficeént in all spiritual life and reality and siraty,

that when we found them out, we could not helpifigea burning indignation in our own soul that men
could go so far in lying unto the Holy Spirit. Odees not wonder that Ananias and Sapphira fell dead
or that the fig tree was blasted that had so maayds and no fruit. We have seen the same thing hap
pen to men and we have not been amazed. We hayeahanight how righteously God has unmasked
them, and exposed their hideous vices to the destimt even of the world, which though it lies et
wicked one, has yet some sense of scorn at agetidie.

Now, our Savior performed this miracle by way ofgide, not that He cared for figs, or was angry
because there were none, but that it furnished Wtim an opportunity of instructing His discipleshi$
was an object lesson. We never learn so well as fomething we can actually see with our eyes.slesu
did this that they might see and that their mindghtnbe impressed with what they saw. The main im-
pression upon the mind of Peter and the others s¢erhave been the extraordinary power of Christ.
One morning their Lord said, “Henceforth let noitfigrow on you forever,” and the next day when they
passed that way they found the fig tree withergdndrom the roots—not simply all its shoots gomet,
according to Mark, in the 30verse, they saw the fig tree dried up from thesoor totally destroyed. It
stood a wreck of a tree, the precise opposite atwthhad seemed to be some 24 hours before. They
were struck with the power of Christ’'s word, at giple decree of His mouth the doom had fallen on
the tree. He had not touched the tree that we koiwie simply spoke, its bloom was past, and its
doom had come. Now, our Lord did not go on to openhe parable to them, but perceiving the impres-
sion it made on their minds in one direction He ednat still further engraving on their souls theraho
which had been conveyed to their senses. So Heawvettt speak about the great power of God that they
were wondering at, and to tell them that they cdwdgle that power, that they could wield it, and tha
they might exert it as He did. And He practicatijdtthem how they could get that power, and gohfort
girded with it.

|. Our first observation, in order to bring out th&v of thought, shall be that IT IS GOOD FOR US
TO OBSERVE THE POWER OF GOD.

These disciples saw the power of Christ, whicthes power of God, in the withering of a fig tree.
We do not see miracles now. We do not look for signd wonders to supply the credentials and the
seal of faith. The works of God in nature arejghtly understood, testimonies to the eternal poswet
Godhead, at once simple and sublime. Perhaps, wutee aspects, they convey higher lessons than
miracles. We ought, | think, to have our eyes camtbf open to see the power of God in renewing the
face of the earth. | like to observe it in the seas What a wonderful power was that which, albof
sudden, called up all sleeping bulbs and flowesmftheir graves and caused that which had beek blac
soil to suddenly blossom into a golden gardenpdsldoom into beds sparkling with many colors. Have
you not seen lone places in the forests and nowks@g the trees so glorious in color that it seeamd
though the Lord had torn pieces of the robe ofstheand flung them down among the trees in the for-
est? We have seen the hyacinths all of a sudd#émeindeepest blue standing where all before, lesohb
black mold or dried leaf. We see it every year, ibig a marvelous thing and we might stand and say
“How soon has the winter passed away! How speédgiyearth put on her youth again!” Do you not see
the power of God in all this? These creations @sdnrections of spring—are they nothing? And now at
this season of the year when the leaves are falirgyound us, though the trees are not withesiwgy,
how rapidly they are undergoing their wonderfulgaes of disrobing. You passed by a tree the other
day which was green and you delighted to be bentsatbliage, and now in the setting sun of thiegaf
noon it seemed as though it were blazing with gofiile, every leaf had turned yellow by the toud¢h o
autumn. How has God worked all this? Silently angkty, without sound of trumpet, from year to year
these miracles of nature proceed, of which | anakipg very roughly now. But he that looks into them
and studies them, shall be filled with amazemetheaextraordinary power of God. This world hasrbee
going round the sun making its revolutions. Wholddwld it to its pathway but the Most High? Each
day it revolves and gives us the delightful vidisde of day and night, it is the Lord that keepsworld
on its axis. We do not think adequately at all e mighty power of God which is continually going
forth. The creation of blood out of water by thagque of Egypt astonishes us a great deal more than
does the revolution of the world, and yet thisyddr the more amazing thing of the two.
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It does us good, beloved friends, to stand somstiaaight and look up to the starry heavens and
think what a God He is that calls all of them bynea leads them out in marching order so that net on
of them fails and sustains each one of those talesbs in its place throughout the ages. Marvelare
the works of God in nature. Can you read about Viesubeginning to pour forth its fires, or of earth
guakes in different places shaking the mountairtheo bases, and making the strongest works of men
to rock and reel, without a sense of reverentiada®@an you be in a storm at sea, can you tremhle wh
each timber starts as the waves beat upon thelyesdg®ut feeling that this is a great God whom we
serve? | invite you to think of the greatness,ttaestic grandeur of God in nature, because thedbod
nature is the God of grace, and the God that idsigh, and thunders according to His pleasurthas
God whom we call Father, and who has taken usHigdamily that we may be His sons and daughters.
Though we do not see fig trees withered away, f&einocought we to stand in holy wonder and say,
“Great God, how wonderful are Your works!”

Now, if you turn your eye from nature to providenesich | invite you to do, you will observe stu-
pendous examples of the great power of God. Thikenng of the fig tree has been repeated 10,000
times on a grand scale. | will only remind you diat has happened in our own day. A few years ago
slavery seemed to have struck its roots into thleo§dhe Southern States in America. Its branctzes
over the wall, the Northern States were bound tormea fugitive slave. How quickly has that figdre
withered away! Slavery has gone, blessed be Goelydéo. And there treads not now on American soil a
man of any color who is a slave. Across yonder nbhfiowned the great empire of Napoleon. It looked
as if it were very mighty. It spread itself likegeeen bay tree. It was the main support of the papaut
how quickly has that fig tree withered away! Ovengler, in Italy, there were a number of petty grinc
palities with paltry tyrants crushing down the pleofisod raised up an honest man, who came forward
as the champion of the oppressed, and how spedidilthose little fig leaves fall. There stood tharmm
of sin with his temporal power, and he was mastdérioown domains and chiefly of the city of Rome,
but how soon has that fig tree withered away. Gtexr another revolutions have occurred, and events
have transpired in our own day, which prove thatltbrd is very great in power. All through histdhe
ages bear record that whenever an institution pasg up that has brought forth no good fruit jaist
the very time when it was full of leaves, when gbedy said, “Now we may expect fruit from it,” and
when it was supposed to be impossible that it shpaks away, just then has the Lord spoken and its
hour of doom has come. One word from Him and hoeedpy has this fig tree withered away! All
providence is full of it. He that reads history kiowg for providences needs not turn two pages over
without finding instances. He shall see the han&od here and there, and there and there again, per
mitting for a while the growth of evil, but theneslily sweeping it away. So shall every system whic
defies His laws, prove that its prosperity, is pinecursor of its utter destruction. It flowers dlwdirish-
es but to droop and die, to die just in its priMénile we stand trembling and astonished at itsaprso
thick its leaves, so tangible its vitality, at thvary moment we hear the powerful voice of Chried aee
the inevitable result in the withering away of thdtich was in the prime of vigor.

Now, as we have opportunity to watch the power ofl et us always be ready to observe it. Not,
however, with vacant wonderment, nor with idle go$s exclaim to one another, “How extraordinary!”
Although the works of God are meet subjects foriagowvonder, yet when we remember who He is and
what He is, there is a sense in which we may wedke to wonder or to be startled, as if our poer ph
losophy must forever reckon as strange phenomeneokiens of His presence, the proofs of His agency
and the impress of His hand. You know the storyhef good woman who, on being told of some an-
swers to prayer which had been received, was aSkseid hot wonderful?” and she simply replied, “No
not at all. It is just like Him. That is the way Bim.” And so, when God puts away withered fig tree
and when He shows His power in other ways in Hisnei providence, it is wonderful for us to contem-
plate and yet it is not amazing for Him to perfotde breaks the bow and cuts the spear in sunder. He
burns the chariot in the fire and He bids us béatd know that He is God. He will be exalted e t
earth. It has been the way of Him from the firsdl &rwill be the way of Him still.

We ought to watch these works of power that we feal/that this power is altogether engaged upon
our side. If we are indeed on the side of God,if gtace has reconciled us to Him, if we live to-pr
mote His glory, if we are under His keeping andghardian care of the Lord Jesus, then all the powe
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that makes an earthquake will be put forth to shredasen and earth sooner than we shall peristihall
power that shows itself in providence shall be fouth to deliver us sooner than we shall famishr Ou
place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks. Idead shall be given us and our water shalube. s
The mighty God, Jehovah is His name, has pledgedhiinipotence for the advance and the victory of
His people, and stand they shall and win the day.

That is my first point for our evening’s meditatjonis good to observe the power of God.

Il. God has called His people to WORKS WHICH NEED ALHAT POWER. Our Lord Jesus
Christ practically tells us this when He says, “Ed&ith in God, for verily | say unto you, that vwaver
shall say unto this mountain, Be you removed, aagdu cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his
heart, but shall believe that those things whichs&gs shall come to pass; he shall have whatever he
says.” A Christian is a miracle. He is a mass afwies. When he gets to heaven he will be a mimaicle
miracles. His story in the telling thereof willlfdll heaven with enthusiasm, so marvelous is thekvof
God in the heirs of salvation. It is no small thilogbe a soldier of the cross—a follower of the bam
Now, tonight, dear souls, if the Lord Jesus CHhrisHis Spirit should call any of you to come to Him
you would, perhaps, feel immediately the deepegienin your heart. | think | hear you say, “If |
come and trust Him, yet how shall | be saved, & the difficulties that lie in my way? | see befone
the vast mountain of my past sin. How can | com€haist? Surely this alp of transgression must hide
Him from me.” Have faith in God, dear friend, andd3 power will be put forth to move this moun-
tain, yes, Christ has moved it by His precious ldeafes,” says the poor heart, “but | feel such aum-
tain of despair, | cannot hope. | think | have skhiibeyond grace.” Have faith in God and you shesl s
this mountain of doubt and despair all swept away you shall joy in Him that blots out your sindika
cloud and your transgressions like a thick clovh,” says the soul, “but | seem so cold, so heaway,
dead. | do not feel as earnest and eager as IGhbére is nothing in me that is good.” Have faith
God'’s power to help you in this and you shall fywlr lethargy and languor give place to energy and
vigor, and your cold heart shall be thawed in fkiers of repentance. “Oh,” says one, “but | neeergv
thing. | am far off from God, as far as | can béefie are impassable barriers between me and God.”
Yes, but have faith in God. Do but believe in Hitherly love and grace, His goodness and faithgne
Do but trust Christ and rely on the great Fathkng in Jesus Christ and you shall find that theimo
tains which stop you will melt away and no longaepede you.

| know what has happened to you. Your fig tree Ieesn withered down to the roots. How full of
leaves it used to be! You were once a fine felldwou did not bring forth any fruit to God, yet @&h
fair promises you did make—what grand resolutioMlat a fine self-righteousness you had, but the
power of God’s will has already withered it downtke roots. Now, the same power of His gospel by
the Spirit will take up all the mountains that stdoetween you and God and cast them into the depths
the sea, and you shall rejoice in Him.

God calls the coming sinner, then, to duties arldyations so far beyond his own natural capacity
that it requires all the power of God to enable kanfulfill them. Even when bid to repent and beée
and come to Christ, it needs the Godhead to hetpda that, but the Godhead will enable him, and so
he shall receive grace for obedience to the faltve faith in God, then, and faint not by reasoulief
couragements.

But after we have come to Christ we still find @ easy task to continue pressing on to God. You
that have believed in Him and are saved, do yowfteh cry out, “O weak and erring mortal that I'am
How shall | ever reach to perfection? How can Imgbf sin that haunts my imagination and vexes my
heart? What heaven of bliss can | know unless myisqurified from every stain?” Most true it isat
there can be no such thing as perfect happinefighere is perfect holiness and yet by faith tiedidy-
er looks for both. “But,” do | hear you say, “firshy ignorance is in the way’? Have faith in Godlan
you shall be taught of Him, and that mountain akdass shall disappear. “Oh, but then there is ldy o
corruption in the way and that comes in betweeranteevery advance in grace.” Have faith in God and
you shall find He will take away the stony heart otiyour flesh and fill you with virtue and vitafi
through believing. “Oh, but the trials and tempias of each day, how shall | stand against thenti' Y
cannot stand against them alone. They are far tachrfor you, but have faith in God and then fiesise
those temptations may be, you shall be able tstrdsr His power is able to hold you up. Thougle-a
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gion of devils at once should tempt you, have faitlsod and they shall be put to the rout. You Ishal
have sufficient grace to bear you through.

“Yes, but,” says another, “you do not know my sialNo, my dear friend, and you do not know
mine, but both you and | may know this, that He weasured out the trial, for they are all measured
and weighed to the last pennyweight, knows howrengthen us so that we can bear them. We shall be
able to say to the mountains of trial, “Depart,"tagdy as we bade the fruitless fig tree, “Be drigd”
Rise, worm Jacob, and thresh the mountains andtteat small. Yes, turn them into chaff and winnow
them, and the wind shall carry them away. Onlyttinsthe eternal power and godhead and there is
nothing between here and heaven that need givarptdear. If we are without God we shall stumble at
a straw, but if God is with us, who can be agaus® Even if our life should be protracted to an ad-
vanced old age, should our bones be full of paiwd, @ur flesh infected with a thousand painful imfix
ties, even though we should spend years upon ayviealr, with poverty as well as pain to afflict as,
that has faith in God shall sing aloud upon his ded praise the Lord because the power of God rests
upon him. You are not called to be parade soldiergxhibit your regimentals and your fine feathers
You are called to fight. You must fight if you walukeign. Do not mistake it, you are called to work
miracles—moral miracles, spiritual miracles. Yo aalled to do great wonders between here and
heaven. You see your calling, brethren, and youl seé, if you see aright, that nothing but a divine
power can help you to accomplish it.

Now, if this is true in respect to our own spiritliee, | am sure it is so in trying to win the deuof
others to Christ. The man who brings a soul to €rachieves a result which no genius or skill @& th
creature could compass. The power which God put® @pman to make him the means of turning a
sinner from darkness to light has no parallel. mhan could tell me that he stopped Niagara at awlor
would not envy him his power if God will only allome to stop a sinner in his mad career of sin. If a
creature could put his finger on Vesuvius and ghbateflame, | would not at all regret that | had n
such power if | might but be the means of stayirfgegphemer and teaching him to pray. This spiritua
power is the greatest power imaginable and the moobe desired. If any of us aims to be useful, we
cannot succeed unless we have this divine poweryitbout omnipotent spiritual help we can produce
no spiritual results. You can read a sermon orgbr@asermon, or hear your children read in your-Sun
day school class without any help from God, bunthething will come of it. If there is to be living
preaching and living teaching that really bringalsdo Jesus Christ, the work must all be workethen
power of the Holy Spirit from first to last. Youesgour calling then, brethren. You must have tloat{p
er which speaks to fig trees and they wither—ygswer sufficient to speak to a mountain and pliick
up by its roots, for nothing short of this will ffou for your work.

Take the larger scale for a minute and think diMe are all called to try and extend the Redeemer’s
kingdom and as Christians we are greatly conceforethe progress of the church and the truth of .God
| am sure in these evil days there is not one dhascan look upon the signs of the times withmrt-
siderable sorrow. | hope it is not because | amvgrg older that | take a gloomier view of thingsuthl
did some years ago, it is not my eyes, but | alstissde superstition much more rampant than it was.
That particularly sweet fig tree of ritualism hgsesad its boughs amazingly. And then there is &g v
specious fig tree of skepticism that seems to dnvaelsw a considerable portion of the professingahur
of Christ. Well, now, what is to be done? Nothisgo be done except as the text tells us—"Havé fait
in God.” And when we have faith in God we must $p&éh fidelity and with authority too. We must
show our faith by the testimony we bear, and thedMd God that comes out of faithful lips shalllrol
like thunder and flash like lightning, and strikétwelectric force. And so the old effect it alwdyasd on
these leafy fruitless fig trees will be repeatédhiall make them wither away. If you have evedriee
history of skeptical thought in Germany—not thaé¢ommend you to do so, for it is a sore labor @and
weariness of spirit—but if you have ever waded digio any of these histories of philosophy as | have
myself, you will doubtless have observed a thougdig up like a cloud full of portents and coverin
the Fatherland with its fantastic shadows till pe®ple are led to see everything in a new lightyrater
a fresh coloring. They give the poet, the essagisd, the critic of the new cloud region credit ifwspi-
ration, and all who abide under that shadow aréewidown as infallible. But how insecure the reagn
human wisdom! In about twenty-five years you cdolyy all the books of that day at the price of waste
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paper, for a new philosophy has sprung up, a fsgstem which has rendered obsolete all that precede
it. The scholars are in ecstasy. They shout, “Eaife&nd sneer contemptuously at all who refraimfro
echoing their cry. Wait a little while and anotheeteor will attract their gaze, another ephemeral
glowworm will glimmer in the darkness. | have rezd gourd “which came up in a night and perished
in a night,” but the cedars of Lebanon grow sloatd endure longer. “How soon has this fig tree with
ered away!” Thus have | thought and so have | ssd,have read one after another, the variougmsgst
of nonsense that they call philosophy and metaphy$How soon has this fig tree withered away!”
Now, in the lives of even some of the younger fdikse, you might have seen in England, differeat sy
tems of unbelief coming up in different quartensder which the thinkers of the age (as they calhth
selves), or the triflers of the hour (as we migétiér style them), have sought shelter. At one tivee
were all wrong because of some wonderful discowérgld bones. Geology had upset us. Then some
other science was brought to the front. One hasllto see a number of little scares. The fig thease
come up with a vast show of foliage without anyitfrin looking back at them we can say, “How soon
has this fig tree vanished away.” And as to thes@mne pretensions, whatever they may be, we haye onl
to wait a little while, with confidence in God, ameé shall see these fruitless fig trees also witlveay.
Yes, and if there are systems in the world whi@msenore enduring, colossal as the Alps, with founda
tions deep as hell, we have still but to exercasth fenough and cry to God loudly enough and foog
selves upon omnipotence boldly enough, and thepéak, and in the speaking of the everlasting dospe
we shall see these mountain systems plucked upebyobts and cast into the midst of the sea. Tisere
the point; we must have divine strength to do it.

lll. Now, our Savior shows us the CONNECTING LINK BETWEHHE DIVINE POWER AND
OUR WORK.

How are we to acquire this power? We believe thad Gan do all things; we have seen something
of the greatness of His power. How can we be gingi¢lal it? Here is the answer, “Have faith in God.”
is to be by faith, that is, trust, reliance, belieimust be in God. Our faith must not be paniydod and
partly in something else, but faith in God. Andsitliterally, “Have the faith of God"—the faith which
is worked in us by God, and sustained by God,Hat is the only faith that is worth having.

Have the faith of God. “Oh, but this is a very shthing,” says one. It is. It is a child’s instini
trust his father, but it is the rarest grace inwheld to trust our Father who is in heaven. “Wilea Son
of man comes shall He find faith on the earth?arf/body could find it, He could. He knows where it
is, for He is the author, the giver, and the ndweiof faith. Yet there is so little of it in cutithat if He
Himself searched for it, He would not find manyld® in which it grows, or many hearts in which it
thrives. Why, some of us have faith in Him wherety are saved from this present evil world. How
shocked at ourselves we have reason to be in rtefspihe little faith we have in Him for the furttaace
of His own work, and how our heart sinks under own daily trials! He has given us justifying faith,
but our faith is still a faith, the weakness of efhshould make us humble ourselves before Him. Doub
God! How monstrous it sounds, how foolish it appedlow impossible it seems. To an experienced
Christian, at first sight, it really seems incrddithat any disciple of Jesus should doubt God., Yoy
dear brother, that have been fed and nourishegball life by singular providences—you whose life is
so remarkable that if its incidents were all wntt@eople would look on them as a romance, you who
have seen His arm made bare on your behalf margstigyou who have often been compelled to say,
“Still has my life new wonders seen”—do you doubtnFl How can it be? Alas! Alas! Is not this the
fault, the grievous, crying sin of many of the dnén of God? Hence our Lord puts it thus. He ndy on
speaks of the faith of God, but He says, “Havédye it. Have faith in God. Have it handy. Have it
about you. Have it for daily use. Carry it with yo@ome of you have got a good anchor somewhere,
but you left it at home when the storm came. Youvehfaith somewhere, but you do not seem to exer-
cise it just at the time when faith is requiredait¢ faith in God.” He does not tell you how mucheiie
is no need to prescribe any limit. Have unlimitadh in God, have daily faith in God, have continua
perpetual, abounding faith in God. “Have faith ind3’ This is the connecting link between our weak-
ness and the divine strength, by which we are rsadeg.

Have faith in God about every purpose and every geat may arise. You saw how the fig tree
withered away. Have faith about that. You have seéwow, have faith about mountains. Do not think
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that God’s power is limited to withering fig tredsave faith about things of magnitude and things mi
nute, but more particularly about the things thathés moment distress you. When you feel that you
could believe God about everything but one pardicabatter that just now frets your mind and breaks
your peace, you evidently misjudge your own capait faith. You ought to measure its strength by
the influence it exerts upon you under your preseait O, my sister, have faith in God about thigk
little infant at home. Your heart is sad that therd’s will in this, must be done, but He will stgghen
you to bear it. Have faith, too, about those siniptaily matters which are causing you so muchafrit
tion. You have been praying about them, now conywmitr cause to God, and have faith that He will
grant your request. “Oh, but there is a matteregfpdmoment harassing my very soul which | shoutd no
like to mention to anybody,” you say. Have faitloabit and mention it to your Lord. Do not go about
and make mischief by talking of it, but have faatout it. “Yes, but I am out of employment,” says a
poor man over yonder. “And | am getting hardly gegs” Dear brother, are you a true believer? Have
faith about that now. | know you will say to me tthalo not know your trial. No, | do not. But yowd
not know some troubles | have had! And if you weréell me to have faith in God about them, | would
thank you for the exhortation, for that is the omgy | have of getting over them. And dear brotlitds

the only way you will find of being extricated fropour dilemmas. What a mass of troubles are repre-
sented by this assembled multitude! If we could gniipem out, what a heap they would be. And yet, if
the living God is trusted, how the heap all vanssh&hat does it matter? The burden is all gone when
you have once left it to Him. May the Lord the H@ypirit, help each one of us to have faith in God
about the present difficulty, whether it is a fige or whether it is a mountain. | do not know wé@anhe

of you do who have no God to trust. Some of you wt®very poor and have to suffer a good deal in
this life, and yet have no hope of the world to eorAh, poor souls, the Lord have mercy upon you.
Some of you seem to go through fire and water leare,yet you have no heaven in prospect, no hope in
the world to come. Oh, see to it. May God grant ymhave faith in Christ, so there shall be no moun
tain between you and God, but you shall be with Minere He is when your time comes to depatrt.

I\V. Now, | conclude with my fourth point, which is THEONNECTING LINK BETWEEN THE
DIVINE POWER AND OURSELVES.

To use a very simple figure, you remember how Hmaniwhen he knew there was an electric fluid
in the cloud, sped his kite and brought down thhthing? Well now, there is the everlasting power o
God up yonder, and | must learn to let my faith gginto the clouds to bring down the divine power
me. If | have faith enough | can have any quardftpower. “According to your faith be it unto youf’
you are weak it is because your faith is not a gomaductor between you and the eternal strength. If
you had better faith, is it possible to judge hdveorsy you might be? There is no telling what a man
might be able to accomplish if his faith were torgmse with the occasion. In Samson we see what phy
ical strength came to, in a man who had confidendgod, for that man Samson, though faulty in al-
most every point, had such confidence in God adlyyanybody ever had. There were a thousand Phil-
istines and they shouted against him, but whattiatl matter to that great big child Samson, when th
Spirit of the Lord came mightily on Him? He saidlyith the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with
the jaw of an ass have | slain a thousand men.lo@ogs faith! And so ought we to feel, “I am notbi
| am nobody, yet God is with me, and on | go, desstand undismayed.” If earth is all in arms atyoa
it matters not if God is with us. When there is imanty of one, and that one is God, we are inrtree
jority directly, for God is all, and all the peoplethe world are nothing before Him.

The Lord gives us some hints of how to use ouhfarst, we must use it to expel every remaining
doubt. “Whoever shall say unto this mountain, Ba y@moved, and be you cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt in his heart, but believe that thoseghiwhich he says shall come to pass; he shall have
whatever he says.” God will not bless the speakihthat man who is full of doubts. Get rid of the
doubts. The gospel of this present half of th& déntury is, “Doubt.” It does not say, “And you 8Hhze
saved,” because it sees no immediate need of baweg. The gospel preached in numbers of our places
of worship is—“Doubt, doubt. Do not be as thoserlyeaxtinct Puritans that believe in the inspiratio
of the Bible and hold to old-fashioned, explodedtdoes. Be a man and doubt.” They will doubt them-
selves into a pretty scrape before long. Someearhthre doubting till their chapels are empty, thsy
scaring their people away from them, as natur&lgytwould, for doubt is a ghastly apparition.

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 The Moral of a Miracle Sermon #1444

But, dear brethren, you and | have to do the veposite of this. We have to find out every linger-
ing doubt, and draw it out and drive it away. A dBuWWhen a man is about to strike a blow in faitlsi
a doubt which paralyses him. A doubt! Why everttieldoubt is like a small stone in a travelersesh
it lames him. It is a very little thing, but he hbdtter spend a week in picking it out than go atf v
there. Believer, you must get doubt right out ofiyfor until you believe, you will never travel web
heaven, or be strong in the Lord. Only fancy Mattinher agitated with doubts as he rode into Worms!
Not quite sure about justification by faith whersaering for his life! Agitated with doubts when he
was carrying his life in his hands to confront gmvers of the world in the name of God? Doubt would
have ruined him. Let us chase the spirit of uniba@ieay. The Lord help us to do so and to be filleth
faith.

The next hint the Savior gives us is to be mucprayer, because it is by prayer that faith exescise
itself unto God. “What things soever you desire wieu pray, believe that you receive them and you
shall have them.” Much prayer, but of a believimgtsshould be offered by simple, trustful discgle
for the cry of faith which is true prayer touchés heart of the great Father and He is prompt @aotgr
His children their desires.

But one other hint. That is, we must see to it thatare purged of what would effectually prevent
prayer being heard. “If | regard iniquity in my Ingdahe Lord will not hear my prayer.” Would youvsa
the power of God to gird you, you must get rid bbfnaalice from your heart. You must forgive your
brother. All selfishness and uncharitableness nesradicated from your breast or else the Lordiatin
trust you with power. If you had despotic powekéd with a pitiless disposition you would not only
curse a leafless fig tree, but you would get teitig anything and everything that was contrarydary
own likes. If you were endued with all manner ofweo, it would be no mercy to you, but an infinite
misery, unless you were also partakers of the mofrhrist. Unless you have His heart of infiniteipu
and inimitable benevolence, power would be a masigdrous thing to trust you with. The Lord will
only trust His children with power in proportion #teey know His will and strive to do it. When they
become completely like Him, their very prayers whigere sown in weakness shall be raised in power.
But sin is awfully debilitating, it weakens, de@stand utterly prostrates a man. Any kind of diit,is
tolerated in the will—if there is a hankering andusating after self—if we think that power when ac-
quired may be used for our own pleasure, profihanmor, the power will not come, it cannot possitxy
conferred on such terms. You shall move no mouritam its place till first of all, the mountain gbur
selfishness is cast into the sea. O Lord, purger Yessels and then fill them. Cleanse the instrusnen
from rust and then use them. Here we are now béfote Blessed be Your name, You have saved us.
Now make us fit to be serviceable in Your causekangdom, poor unworthy things as we are, and You
shall have honor of us and by us forever. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Mark 11.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—67E, 533.
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