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“He that is our God is the God of salvation; and tmGod the Lord belong the issues from death.
But God shall wound the head of His enemies and ttery scalp
of such an one as goes on still in his trespasses.”
Psalm 68:20, 21.

WHATEVER may be said of the Old Testament dispeosatowever dimly it may have revealed
certain truths, there was one matter about whigvag clear as the sun. Under the Old Testament econ
omy the Lord God of Israel is always most conspisudsod is in all and over all, and from the pagfes
the prophets, as well as from the lips of the temgbloirs, we hear loudly sounding forth the noféd)e'
Lord shall reign forever, even your God, O Ziontauall generations. Hallelujah!” By priest and pnep
et, saint and seer, the one testimony is borneg ‘Odrd reigns.” You cannot read the Book of Jokhwit
out trembling in the majestic presence of the Almyg nor can you turn to the Psalms without being
filled with solemn awe as you see David and Asaphleman adoring the Lord who made heaven and
earth and the sea. Everywhere, from Abraham to éfialanan is of small account and God is all in all.
Very little consideration is given to any fancieghts and claims of man, but wonder is expressatl th
the Creator should be mindful of him. We read recdurse upon the dignity of human nature or upon
the beauty of human character, but rather God a®mely and when He looks from heaven He sees
none that does good, no, not one. Man is rollethéendust from which he sprang and to which he must
return. All his pride is cut down and his comelmegthered and over all is seen one God and none be
side Him.

It will be a great offense if, coming into theddrter light of the New Testament, we are less vinid
our conceptions of the glory of God. If God shobklless clearly seen in the person of our Lordslesu
than He was under the symbols of the law, it wélltbe fault of our blinded hearts. It will be itirfus to
turn day into night and like owls see less becdledight is increased. Let it not be so amondbus et
it be in our churches as in Israel of old, of whictvas said, “In Judah is God known. His namereag
in Israel.” “God, who at sundry times and in diveranners spoke in times past unto the fathers dy th
prophets, has in these last days spoken unto #Bsbgon,” and by Him, as the incarnate Word, He has
revealed Himself with a sevenfold splendor anddfwee it should be our soul’'s great delight to per-
ceive God in all things, to rejoice in His presermed to magnify Him in all things as King of kingad
Lord of lords.

The Psalmist in this particular case ascribeshi¢oliord universal action and power over us, for he
ascribes to Him the mercies of life and the isafeteath. He says, “Blessed is the Lord who daidk
us with benefits.” The Lord heaps up His favorkstlieir number loads the memory and their value bur
dens the shoulders of gratitude. He gives us so/ymeercies that the mind is burdened in endeavoring
to calculate their worth. We are overwhelmed witbease of His goodness and the consciousness that
we cannot return any adequate thanks for such amaeedof daily grace. Such is our God in life and
what will He be in death? Shall we be without Himere? No, blessed be His name, “Unto God the Lord
belong the issues from death.” His kingdom inclutthesland of death-shade and all the borders thereo
We shall not die without His permit, nor withoutsHiresence. Though temporal mercies will find their
end when life ends, yet there are eternal mercl@shathroughout eternal life shall manifest the @roo
ness of the Most High. And meanwhile, by rescuespveries, and escapes, we shall be preserved from
prematurely descending to the tomb. If any of yadegr friends, have been brought near to the gétes o
death, if you have been laid low by wearisome sskn if your heart has sunk within you in a sort of
mental death, you will in coming back to health at@ngth most heartily bless the Lord who finds fo
us a way of return from the suburbs of the sepuldHe is not only the God of life but the God ohtle
He keeps us in life and makes life happy. He keepfom death and from the fierce agencies which
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wait to drag us to the grave. There are issue®biite dark border-land of sickness and peril aes-d
pair—and the Lord leads us by His own right handdose us to escape. Does He not say, “I will bring
again from Bashan, | will bring My people againnfrahe depths of the sea”? We must and we will
praise Him for this with a new song.

| gather from our text that death is in the hah&od, that escapes from death are manifestatibns o
His divine power, and that He is to be praisedliem.

The outline of this morning’s discourse, as inthdaby the text, is just this—firgtie sovereign pre-
rogative of God;To God the Lord belong the issues from deathdpelly,the character of the sover-
eignwith whom this prerogative is lodged, “He that ig &od is the God of salvation.” And then, third-
ly, the solemn warning which this great sovereign gime®ference to the exercise of His prerogative.
Weighty are the words. May the Holy Spirit causaaigeel their power, “God shall wound the head of
His enemies and the hairy scalp of such an onees gn still in his trespasses.”

|. First, then, with deep reverence, let us speak upde SOVEREIGN PREROGATIVE OF
GOD—"Unto God the Lord belong the issues from déalings have been accustomed to keep the
power of life and death in their own hands. Theagk&ng of kings, the sovereign Ruler and absolute
Lord of all worlds reserves this to Himself—that Bfeall permit men to die or shall give them anéssu
or escape from death at His own good will and pleasHe can alike create and destroy. He sends fort
His Spirit and they are created and at His owngueaHe says, “Return, you children of men,” and lo
they fall before Him like autumn’s faded leaves.

The prerogative of life or death belongs to Goé iwide range of senses. First of all, as to nhtura
life, we are all dependent upon His good pleast#e shall not die until the time which He appoiriits,
the time of our death, like all our time, is in Hiands. Our skirts may brush against the portathef
sepulcher and yet we shall pass the iron gate oréhif the Lord is our guard. The wolves of disease
will hunt us in vain until God shall permit themdawertake us. The most desperate enemies may waylay
us, but no bullet shall find its billet in any heanless the Lord allows it. Our life does not edepend
upon the care of angels, nor can our death be cesefdaby the malice of devils. We are immortal till
our work is done, immortal till the immortal Kindpall call us home to the land where we shall be im-
mortal in a still higher sense. When we are ma#t ahd most ready to faint into the grave, we nesd
despair of recovery, since the issues from deahnaAlmighty hands. “The Lord kills and makes aliv
He brings down to the grave and brings up.” Wherhewe passed beyond the skill of the physician, we
have not passed beyond the succor of our God, tamAdelong the escapes from death.

Spiritually, too, this prerogative is with God. Ve by nature under the condemnation of the law on
account of our sins and we are like criminals trimmhvicted, sentenced, and left for death. lorsGod,
as the great Judge, to see the sentence executedssue a free pardon, according as He pleases. A
He will have us know that it is upon His supremeaglre that this matter depends. Over the head of a
universe of sinners | hear this sentence thundetingll have mercy on whom | will have mercy and
will have compassion on whom | will have compassi@hut up for death, as men are by reason of
their sins, it rests with God to pardon whom Hedsamtnone have any claim to His favor and it must be
exercised upon mere prerogative, because He isatteGod, merciful and gracious and He delights to
pass by transgression and sin.

So, too, does the Lord deliver His own believirgpple from those “deaths often” which make up
their experience. Though we are in Christ Jesusated from death as a penalty, yet we often feel a
inward death caused by the old nature which exesasdeadening influence within us. We feel the sen
tence of death in ourselves that we may not trusturselves, but in Jesus, in whom our life is Hiid.
may be that for a season our joys are dampenedpiitual vigor is drained away, and we hardly kno
whether we have any spiritual life left within e become like the trees in winter, whose substance
in them but the sap ceases to flow and there thereiruit nor leaf to betray the secret life withWe
scarcely feel a spiritual emotion in these sad silmed dare not write ourselves among the livingiin
on. At such times the Lord can give us back thimégls of life. He can restore our soul from thegpit
corruption and cause us not only to have life,tbdtave it more abundantly. The escapes from death
with the quickening Spirit and when our soul cleat@ the dust He can revive us again till we rgoic
with unspeakable joy.

As the climax of all, when we shall actually cotoedie and these bodies of ours shall descend into
the remorseless grave, as probably they will—inrtheds of our Redeeming Lord are the escapes from
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death. The archangel is even now waiting for tgeai—one blast of his trumpet shall suffice to gath
the chosen from all lands—from the east and froenvilest, from the south and from the north. Then
death itself shall die away and the righteous sdréke—

“From beds of dust and silent clay

To realms of everlasting day.”
“I am the resurrection and the life,” says Christd He is both of these to all His people. Is Helife,
for He says, “Whosoever lives and believes in Mallstever die”? Is He not resurrection, for He says
“He that believes in Me, though he were dead, lgatl $e live™? That bright illustrious day in whi¢he
saints shall rise with their Lord will show how orod the Lord belong the escapes from death.

Our translation is a very happy one, becauseatseo many renderings and includes not only es-
cape from death, deliverance from condemnationyaéfrom spiritual death, and uplifting from degdl
mental depression, but recovery from death’s dinestoc by our being raised again from the tomb. In
all these respects the Lord Jesus has the keyath-ddHe opens and no man shuts—He shuts and no
man opens.

Concerning this prerogative we may say, firstf tbaGod belongshe right to exercise.ifThis right
springs, first, from His being our Creator. He saysdl souls are Mine.” He has an absolute righttim
with us as He pleases, seeing He has made us ameeraurselves. Men forget what they are and boast
great things, but truly, they are but as clay a pbtter's wheel and He can fashion them or caakore
them as He pleases. They don’t think so, but Hevenihieir thoughts that they are vain. Oh the dignit
of man! What a theme for a sarcastic discourseth&sfrog in the fable swelled itself till it burasun-
der, so does man in his pride and envy againdtlhiser, who, nevertheless, sits upon the circlehef t
heavens and reckons men as though they were gmmsisoand regards whole nations of them as the
small dust of the balance. The Lord’s prerogatiivereation is manifestly widened morally by our-for
feiture of any consideration which might have ariseit of obedience and righteousness if we had pos-
sessed them. Our fault has involved forfeiturehaf treature’s claims, whatever they may have been.
We are all tainted of high treason and we have eaehbeen guilty of personal rebellion and thersfor
we have not the rights of citizens, but lie und=rtence of condemnation. What says the infalliloiee/
of God? “Cursed is everyone that continues notlithengs that are written in the book of the lasvdo
them.” We have come under this curse—justice hasqumced us guilty and by nature we abide under
condemnation. If, then, the Lord shall be pleasedeliver us from death, it rests with Him to do lsot
we have no right to any such deliverance, nor camusge any argument which would avail in the courts
of justice for reversal of sentence or stay of exien. Before the bar of justice our case must gyl lif
we set up any plea of right. We shall be drivenyawdh the disdain of the impartial Judge if we @rg
our suit upon that line. Our wisest course is tpeab to His mercy and to His sovereign grace, tierd
alone is our hope. Understand me clearly—if thedLsirall suffer us all to perish, we shall only iieee
our just deserts and we have not one of us a gbfadaim upon His mercy—we are therefore absolute-
ly in His hands and to Him belong the escapes fieath.

This right of God to save is further made manitegthe redemption of His people. It might have
been said that God had no right to save if by gatda would abridge His justice, but now that He has
laid help upon one that is mighty and His only-ltégyo Son has become a victim in our place—to mag-
nify the law and make it honorable—the Lord God &asinquestionable right to deliver from death His
own redeemed, for whom the Substitute has died. @agd saves His people in consistency with jus-
tice—no one can question His doing right even wHerjustifies the ungodly. His right and power over
the escapes from death are, in the case of Hiskbd@od-bought ones, clear as the sun at noon-day and
who shall dispute with Him?

Our text, however, puts the prerogative upon the sole ground of lordship and we prefer to come
back to that. “Unto Gothe Lordbelong the issues from death.” It is a doctrinecWhs very unpalata-
ble in these days, but one, nevertheless, whith I held and taught—that God is an absolute sover
eign and does as He wills. The words of Paul maybeaosuffered to sleep—“No, but O man, who are
you that replies against God? Shall the thing fatsey to Him that formed it, why have You made me
thus?” The Lord cannot do amiss. His perfect naisir@ law unto itself. In His cadRexis Lex—the
King is the law. He is the source and fountainlbfight, truth, rule, and order. Being absolutglrfect
within Himself and comprehending all things, inist possible for Him to do otherwise than right. isle
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goodness, truth and righteousness itself and thierdfie prerogatives of His throne are not bourtditan
the Lord of heaven and earth belong the issues reath.

Enough with regard to that matter of right. | goto notice thathe Lord has the power of this pre-
rogative.With Him is the ability to deliver men from natudeath. Jehovah Rophi is a Physician who is
never baffled. Medicines may fail, but not the grtaker of all plants and herbs and useful drugs.
Study and experience may be at a perplexed, buthdefashioned the human frame knows its most in-
tricate parts and can soon correct its disordeosl €an restore when a hundred diseases are upalh us
at once. Take courage, you fainting ones and IgolCertainly, as to the soul, there is no casear so
far gone that God cannot find an issue out of @stkd. He can cast out seven devils and a legialaef
bolical sins. To God the Lord belong the issuesnfideath, however foul the sin and however forlorn
the condition caused by transgression. He who ddisearus from the grave after four days can raise
the most corrupt from the grave of their iniquiti€sthat awakened sinners would believe this!

| remember reading of an aged minister who hadséone years fallen into deep despondency. He
gave up his pulpit and kept himself very much aJadeays writing bitter things against himself. At
last, when he was on his sick bed, a servant of @&l sent to him who dealt wisely with him. This
good man said to the despairing one, “Brother, @o lyelieve that passage, ‘He is able also to e t
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him'?” “libee it,” he said, “with all my heart, but | amrmco
vinced’—here the other stopped him. “I do not adkatvyour convincements may be, nor what your
feelings may be, but | come to say to you thattla® who trusts that promise lives.” This plain deat
tion of the gospel was made by the divine Comfdtiermeans of supreme consolation to the despairing
one. May it be equally useful to all those who hieade who can hang his soul’'s hope upon the it#in
ability of Christ to save is a saved man. He treielves on Him has everlasting life. What a blegsin
this is! The devil may tell me that | can neveraseout of deserved death and that | am shut epdor
under the just results of my trespasses. My owrs@ence, knowing my undeservingness, may also
condemn me a thousand times over, but unto Godldhe: belong the escapes from death and He can
and will pluck me from between the jaws of deaticsil believe in Him. He is able to bring up those
whom He ordains to save even from the utmost degtbdsspair. The absolute right of God is supported
by almighty power and thus His prerogative is madaeatter of fact.

Nor is this all—the Lord has actually exercised this prerogativeabundant cases. As to those is-
sues from death which are seen in restoration Bimkmess, | need not remind you that these ardiplen
ful enough. At times these have come in a miracufoum, as when Hezekiah had his life lengthened in
answer to prayer and when many others were hegléldebSavior and His apostles. Life has been pre-
served in a lion’s den and in the belly of a fiskaifiery furnace and in the heart of the sea. [IDkas no
arrow in his quiver which can hurt the man whom @ediains to live. Out of imminent peril the Lord
still delivers in the ordinary course of provideremed there are persons present this morning who are
proofs of His interposing power. He has raised soimes from prostration of body and depression of
spirit. He has rescued others from shipwreck arelifi very singular ways and here we are, living to
praise God, as we do this day.

God has exercised this prerogative spirituallywhat a myriad of cases has He delivered souls from
death! Ask yon white-robed hosts in heaven, “Has@od displayed in you His sovereign power to
save?” Ask many here below who have tasted thas igeacious and they will tell you, “He saved me.”
According to His mercy He has issued a free pard@gned by His royal hand, saying, “Deliver him
from going down into the pit, for | have found asam.” Why His sovereignty has interposed to rescue
us from death we cannot tell. We often ask, “Why Wwanade to hear His voice? How was it that | was
to live?” But we are silent with grateful wonderdamvent no answer. Divine will, backed by divine
power, worked out the sovereign purpose of love, lzere we are, saved from so great a death by love
invincible.

Yes, indeed, to God the Lord belong the issuas fieath. Come, then, brethren and sistetd{im
have all the glory of itlf you are alive after a long sickness, blesslLitl, who forgives all our iniqui-
ties, who heals all our diseases. If you are sénd condemnation this morning and know it, bldss t
Lord who accepts us in the Beloved. If you feetré¢ moment that the death of sin has no dominion
over you, for the life of grace reigns within, thigless the Lord who has quickened you into newonéss
life. Glorify His name this day, who in love to yosoul has delivered you from the pit of corrupteond
cast all your sins behind His back. Once moregif fiave a glorious hope of a blessed resurrectidn a
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feel that you can smile on death because God sonig®u, then bless the Lord who will raise youatip
the last day. Your Redeemer lives and you shad hecause He lives. Therefore clap your hands with
holy glee. Bless the all-glorious name of Him toowhbelong the issues or escapes from death.

Il. Thus have | set forth the prerogative. And nowpsgdty, follow me with your thoughts while |
show THE CHARACTER OF THE SOVEREIGN in whom thaemgative is vested. We cannot upon
this earth exhibit much love to human princes wtant absolute dominion. Imperialism is not to our
mind. Among the worst curses that have ever fallpon mankind have been absolute monarchs—
nowadays men shake them off as Paul shook offifier into the fire. The Lord grant we may see the
last of all despotic dynasties, that the nationy befree. We cannot endure a tyrant and yet itowdd
have absolutely perfect despots, it might be thst pessible form of government. Assuredly, the grea
and eternal God, who is King of kings and Lordaftlk, is absolutely perfect and we may be well con-
tent to leave all prerogatives and vest all povreidis hands. He has never trampled on the rightseo
lowest, nor forgotten the weakest. His foot doesns®dlessly crush a worm, nor does He beat down a
fly in wantonness. He has never done a wrong, raoked an injusticeWe oppress each other, but the
Judge of all oppresses none. The Lord is holy lirHe ways and His mercy endures forever and the
amplest prerogatives are safely lodged in such$and

Our text yet further tells us who it is in whosanlds the issues of life and death are left, “Heé itha
our God is the God of salvation.” Sinner, your a#in rests with God, but do not therefore be disco
aged, for that God with whom the matter rests es@od of salvation or of “salvations,” for so the-H
brew has it. What do we mean by this?

The Scripture signifies, firsthat salvation is the most glorious of all God’ssdms Since this
world was made, the working out of salvation has thwough its story like a silver thread. The Lord
made the world and lit up moon and stars and setdre earth, and sea in order with His eye upon sal
vation in the whole arrangement. He has ruledhaigs by His supreme government with the same end.
The great wheels of His providence have been rawplthese six thousand years before the eyes of men
and among them, and at their back, a hand hasdlesys passing to conduct every movement to the
ultimate issue which is the salvation of the coveed ones. This is the object which is dearesetmd
vah’s heart. He loves best to save. God was pleagldcreation, but not as He is with redemption.
When He made the heavens and the earth it wasdayewyork to Him, and He merely spoke and said,
“It is good.” But when He gave His Son to die tdeem His people and His elect were being saved, He
did not speak with the prosaic brevity of creatibnf He sang. Is it not written, “He shall restHis
love, He shall rejoice over you with singing”? Reg#ion is a matter which Jehovah sings about. Are
you able to imagine what it must be for God to 8ik@r Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to burst forttoi
a joyous hymn over the work of salvation! This ecause salvation is dearest to God’s heart and in i
His whole nature is most intensely engaged. Judgmetis strange work, but He delights in mercy. He
has put forth many attributes in the accomplishnérdther works, but in this He has laid out alsHi
being. He is seen in this as mighty to save. Hargrhas bared His arm. For this He has taken Hms So
out of His bosom. For this He has caused His Omdgditen to be bruised and put to grief. Salvatson i
the eternal purpose of the inmost heart of Godlani His highest glory is revealed. This, thenthse
God to whom belong the issues from death—the Goakw/igrandest design is salvation. Sing unto His
name and exult that the Lord reigns, even the kadnd is my strength and my song, who also has be-
come my salvation.

Ask you yet again what this means—"“He that is God is the God of salvation,” and we remind
you thatthe most delightful works which the Lord has perfed have been works of salvatidio save
our first parents at Eden’s gate, and give thempbase of victory over the serpent, was joy to Gbal.
house Noah in the ark was also His pleasure. Téwrdng of a guilty world was needful, but the sayin
of Noah was pleasant to the Lord our God. He dgsttdhe earth with His left hand, but with His tigh
hand He shut in the only righteous ones He foumdsdve His people is ever His joy—He goes about it
eagerly. He rode upon a cherub and did fly, yesdiddly upon the wings of the wind when He came to
deliver His chosen. What noise He makes about &lisig work at the Red Sea! The whole Scripture is
full of allusions to the great salvation out of Bgjgn bondage and even in heaven they sing the @ong
Moses, the servant of God and the song of the Larhb.Old Testament seems to ring with the note,
“Sing unto the Lord for He has triumphed glorioydlye horse and his rider has He thrown into the
sea.” The Lord did greatly rejoice to make a wayptlgh the wilderness and a path through the deeps
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for His own people that He might work salvation fboem in the midst of the earth. Afterwards, in the
Old Testament, how well they keep the records viasians! They tell us of the kings that opprestesl
people, but how lovingly they linger over the waywhich God redeemed Israel from her adversaries.
What a note of joy there is about Goliath slain #melson of Jesse bearing his gory head and Ideael
livered from Philistia’s vaunts! Well did they s&ije that is our God is the God of salvation.” ld&es
delight in deeds of grace—these are His enjoymdriiese are His recreations. He comes out in His
royal robes and puts on His crown jewels when desrito save His people and therefore His servants
cry aloud, “O bless our God, you people, and makevbice of His praise to be heard; which holds our
soul in life and suffers not our feet to be moverhis, then, is the God in whom is vested all seigr-

ty over the issues from death. He takes pleasotanrthe destruction, but in the salvation of soas of
men. Where could the prerogative be better laid up?

“He that is our God is the God of salvation,” alteseans that at this present time the God who is
preached to us is the God of salvatitve live at this moment under the dispensation atyndhe
sword is sheathed, the scales of justice are payahhose scales are not destroyed and that sword i
not broken, nor even blunted, but for a while utnsbers in its scabbard. Today over all our heatigld
out the silver scepter of eternal love. The angediol, first heard by shepherds at Bethlehem elisg
still in the upper air, if you have ears to hear@lory to God in the highest and on earth pegoad
will toward men.” The mediatorial reign of Christ that of multiplied salvations. “Come unto Me, all
you that labor and are heavy laden and | will gree rest” is the saving proclamation of the reignin
God. The God of the Christian age is the God ofaain. He is set forth before us as coming to seek
and to save the lost. He dwells among us by HidiadpiSpirit, not as a Judge punishing criminalg, bu
as a Father receiving His wandering children to bisom and rejoicing over them as once dead but
now alive again. God in Christ Jesus, our God amddd Jesus Christ, is He who quickens whom He
will and is ordained to give eternal life to as mas the Father has given Him. Where else could all
power be more safely laid up?

Once more, “He that is our God is the God of dav& means this, that to His covenanted ortes,
those who can call Him, “our God,” He is speciaiypd emphatically the God of salvatiofrhere is no
destruction for those who call Him, “our God,” féiihere is therefore now no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus.” Jesus came not to condleenworld, but that the world through Him miglet b
saved. “This God is our God forever and ever. Hé lva"—our destroyer? No, “He will be our guide
even unto death.” This God is our sun and shiettlH@ will give grace and glory. Now, mark well this
fact—we who believingly call the Lord “our God” thmorning will tell you that we are saved entirely
through the sovereign grace of God and not thrarghnatural betterness of our own, nor through any-
thing that we have done to deserve His favor. & Wwacause He looked upon us with pity and kindly
regard when we were dead in sin that thereforeivee When we were lying in our blood and in our
filthiness, He passed by in the time of love andsdigl to us, “Live.” If He had passed by and leftto
die, He would have been infinitely just in so dqibgt His heart was otherwise inclined. He looked o
us and said, “Live,” and we lived and we bless ilisne that we are still living and praising His e&dr
and infinite mercy. He who says, “I kill and | ma&kve, | wound and | heal,” is He who has quickene
us, though we were dead in trespasses and sirdySHe who has exercised His prerogative so kindly
towards us may be trusted to exercise it towardwlad come to Him according to His gracious invita-
tion. If there is any man who says, “I rejoice I election of God, because, although He has saeed
He has left others to perish,” | desire to havespmpathy with his spirit. My joy is of a far diffent
kind, for | argue that He who saved such an unwooite as | am will cast out none that come to Him
by faith. His election is not narrow, for it compends a number that no man can number, yes, &ll tha
will believe in Jesus. He waits to be gracious haedhat comes to Him, He will in no wise cast dute
wedding feast needs countless guests and everyraestbe filled. We wish that all the human race
would come and accept the provisions of infiniteel@nd we are anxious to go into the highways and
hedges and compel them to come in. We rejoice takimat if any man is shut out from Christ and
hope, he shuts himself out, though at the same wméeel that if any man is shut in, he did nottshu
himself in, but undeserved grace worked out hisadmin. Justice rules in condemnation, but grace
reigns in salvation. In salvation we must ascribbéoagrace, absolutely and unreservedly. Theretrbas
no stammering over this truth. Some begin to sagerbut they do not come out with the word—they
stutter it into “free will.” This will never do. Tik is not according to the teaching of Holy Scriptunor
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is it in accordance with fact. If there is any nfere who thinks that he has been saved as the ofsul
his own will, apart from the powerful grace of Gdet, him throw his hat up and magnify himself forev
er. “Glory be to my own good disposition!” But am ime, | will fall at the foot of the throne of Gaahd
say, “Grace reigns through righteousness unto @&tdéifa by Jesus Christ. Had You, O God, left me to
my own free will, | had continued still to despigeur love and to reject Your mercy.” Surely, aleth
people of God agree that this is the fact in to&in case, however they may differ theoreticallynfro
the general statement.

Yes, the prerogative of life and death is in gbadds—it is in the hands of Him who is the God of
our salvation and | beseech everyone here predamtiswmnot saved to be encouraged to bow before the
throne of the great King and sue for mercy of Hilmows so ready to save. Go home and try to merit
salvation and you will waste your efforts. Go abtmufit yourself for mercy and to fashion some good
that may attract the regard of God and you willl fpourselves and insult the majesty of heaven, but
come just as you are, all guilty, empty, meritless] fall before the great King, whom you have ftero
provoked, and beseech Him of His infinite mercykat out your transgressions, to change your nature
and to make you His own and see if He will cast gauay. Is it not written, “There is forgiveness hwit
You, that You may be feared”? And again, “Him tbaimes to Me | will in no wise cast out.” His throne
is a throne of grace. Mercy is built up foreverdsefHim. He is the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. Did everratget sue for pardon at His sovereign feet toese r
jected? Never, nor shall such a case happen wielearth remains. If you try to purchase His favor,
you shall be refused. If you claim it as a righduyshall be rejected, but if you will come and gqtal-
vation of the divine charity and receive it throutpjle atonement of Christ Jesus, the Lord will fiod
you an escape from death. Hear the witness of Jaieamd be encouraged to cast yourself before the
Lord, “I called upon Your name, O Lord, out of theev dungeon. You have heard my voice. Hide not
Your ear at my breathing, at my cry. You drew nieathe day that | called upon You—You said, fear
not. O Lord, You have pleaded the causes of my, ¥ have redeemed my life.”

[Il. Our last duty is to hear THE SOLEMN WARNING OF O @®VEREIGN LORD. A new god
has been lately set up among men, the god of mdderistianity, the god of modern thought, a god
made of honey or sugar of lead. He is all leniegentleness, mildness, and indifferent in the maite
sin. Justice is not in him, and as for the punighinoé sin, he knows it not. The Old Testament, @s y
are no doubt made aware by the wise men of thisdwtakes a very harsh view of God and therefore
modern wisdom sets it on one side. Indeed, onethalWord of God is out of date and turned to waste
paper. Although our Lord Jesus did not come “tdrdgshe law or the prophets,” but to fulfill therygt
the advanced thinkers of these enlightened timesigethat the idea of God in the Old Testamerd is
false one. We are to believe in a new god who da¢sxare whether we do right or wrong, for by his
arrangement all will come to the same end in thg loun. There may be a little twisting about for
awhile for some who are rather incorrigible, butvili all come right at last. Live as you like. Gmd
swear and drink. Go and oppress the nations ane ilalody wars and act as you will. By jingo, you
will be all right at last. This is roughly the madecreed which poisons all our literature. Butrtet say,
by Jehovah, this shall not be as men dream. Jehtwaldudge of all the earth, must do right. Thel Go
of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob is the GoouofLord and Savior Jesus Christ—the God of the
whole earth shall He be called. He has not chawgedwhit in the stern integrity of His nature and H
will by no means spare the guilty. Read, thenJaseverse of our text and believe that it is as today
as when it was first written and that if Jesus Hithwere here, the meek and lowly One would say it
tones of tearful solemnity, but He would utter @ne the less, “God shall wound the head of His ene-
mies and the hairy scalp of such an one as gosslbim his trespasses.”

It is clear from these words that God is not ifedi#nt to human character. Our God knows His ene-
mies. He does not mistake them for friends, nattiigem as such. He regards iniquity as a tresgpass
therefore He has not broken down the boundaridavef nor the hedges of right—there are still tres-
passes and God perceives them and notes them chalxsuah as go on in their trespasses are trying His
longsuffering and provoking His justice. God sleeps, neither does He wink at human sin, but calls
upon all men everywhere to repent.

And it is clear, too, that God has the power tatsithose who rebel against Him. Dream not of natu-
ral laws which will screen the wicked, “He shall wal the head of His enemies.” They may lift up
those heads as high as they please, but they charmyond the reach of His hand. He will not merel
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bruise their heels or wound them on the back wliblvb which may be healed, but at their heads He wil
aim fatal blows and lay them in the dust. He cantadgmd He will. They may be very strong and their
scalp covered with hair may indicate unabated gtrerbut they cannot resist omnipotence. There may
be no sign as yet of the baldness which comes akmess or of the scantiness of hair which is artoke
of old age, but vain are they who boast of vigor,ih their prime He can cause them to wither &s th
grass of the field. The proud may vaunt themsebidbeir beauty—their hairy scalp, like that of Abs
lom, may be their boast, but as the Lord made #wedi Absalom to be the instrument of his doom, so
can He make the glory of man to be his ruin. Pgdes before destruction and a haughty spirit bedore
fall. No man is out of the reach of God and nooratither. The great ones stand on high upon their
lofty places and they talk about the “vulgar crowahd despise the godly of the land. As for foreign
races, how lightly are they esteemed, though o &g made them all. Populations and nations, what
are they? Mere food for powder when a proud nasaet upon its own aggrandizement. Overturn their
kingdoms, slaughter their patriotic defenders, ezdthe earth with blood, burn their houses, stdree
women and children. Does God know and is theremeid in the Most High? We are a great people,
and have the men, the ships, and the money. Whiocsltiaus to account? Yet let the still small veibe
heard. Thus said the Lord to a great nation of ‘™du have trusted in your wickedness: you have sai
None sees me. You have said in your heart, | ammand else beside me. Therefore shall evil come up-
on you; you shall not know from where it rises: amidchief shall fall upon you; you shall not beeatu

put it off: and desolation shall come upon you srdgl which you shall not know.” From such chas-
tisements, good Lord, deliver us.

When the Lord does put His hand to the work ofgeamce, His smiting will be terrible, even an ut-
ter overthrow, for it will be a smiting upon thedute If He does not smite His enemies until the hajur
death, what a blow will they then receive! They $ted of their self-righteousness or of their greasn
but oh, what terror will seize them when at thé lasment while they dream of heaven, they are throw
down into the unfathomable deep, where woe shathbeeverlasting reward of their daring rebellion
against their King! Warriors of old times would whéhey went to battle often shave off all theirrhai
except those locks which are on the back part efstalp. Yet when they turned to flee it frequently
happened they were grasped by their pursuers lnyflineing hair. God does not often take the wicked
by the forelock, for He has great patience and<eadth them. In special cases, as when young men
through dissipated habits hasten on their doomtakies them in front, but as a rule He waits in merc
and yet He suffers them not to go unpunished, tfohealast He seizes their hairy scalp. If for &naore
years infinite patience should permit a man to ico@ in his rebellion, yet if he goes on in hispass-
es, at the very last God shall thrust His hand Inéchairy scalp and grasp him to his destruction.

Turn you, yes, you that know not God. Turn youtdat rebuke this morning, for the rebuke is meant
in love, and if | have used hard words it is beeany heart is honestly anxious that you would répen
and escape to Him who has in His power the escapesdeath. | am not like you flatterers who tell
you that there is a little hell and a little Godhrh which they naturally infer that you may live ysu
like. Both you and they will perish everlastingfyyou believe them. There is a dreadful hell, fogre is
a righteous God. Turn you to Him, | entreat youjleviget in Christ Jesus He sets mercy before yau. H
is the God of salvation and entreats you to contkeaaaept of His great grace in Christ Jesus.

The Lord bless this word according to His own mamt unto Him be praise forever and ever.
Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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