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“By the which will we are sanctified through the fdring of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
Hebrews 10:10.

DEAR friends, ever since the Lord has quickenethyslis grace we have begun to look into our-
selves and to search our hearts to see our caomdigfore God. Hence many things which once caused
us no disquietude now create in us great anxiety.tMdught that we were all right and felt it to be
enough to be quite as good as others. We drearaed tie were not quite as good as we should be, we
would certainly grow better, though we did not stopnquire how or why. We took stock of our condi-
tion and concluded that we were rich and increagéd goods and had need of nothing. A change has
come over the spirit of the scene—the grace of @&l made us thoughtful and careful. We dare not
take things at haphazard now. We test and prowgshfor we are very anxious not to be deceived. We
look upon eternal realities as being of the utnoastsequence and we dare not take them for grasted a
being certain to be right. We are afraid of beimgspmptuous and we long to be sincere. We hold an
assize within our spirits and we are so afraid weimay be partial, as probably we shall be, thatgak
the Lord to search us and try us, to see if thesny wicked way in us, that He may lead us owuch
a way into the way everlasting. This is all vergaand very proper and | would not for a momentdry
take off the people of God from a proper measurnhisfstate of heart, and yet let it never be ftiego
that we are in the sight of God other in some retspihan we shall ever see ourselves to be if wk lo
through the glass of feeling and consciousnessteTaee other matters to be taken into consideration
matters which our anxiety may lead us to overlowt aur inward search may cause us to forget.

Faith reveals to us another position for the pe@flGod besides that which they occupy in them-
selves. Some call it an evangelical fiction andlike but thank God, it is a blessed fact that smsras
we are in ourselves, yet believers are saints id'sGsight and that sinful as they feel themselwebd,
yet they are washed, cleansed, and sanctifiedsasJEhrist. Notwithstanding all that we mourn over,
the very fact that we do mourn over it becomes\adeace that we are no longer what we once were
and do not stand now where we once stood. We hassed from death unto life. We have escaped
from under the dominion of the law into the kingdofrgrace. We have come from under the curse and
we dwell in the region of blessing. We have beltewa Him that justifies the ungodly and our faiéh i
counted for righteousness (Rom 4:5). There isgetbee, no condemnation for us, for we are in Christ
Jesus our Lord and walk no longer after the flaghafter the Spirit. That your hearts may be glagde
| want you to think of the noble position into whithe grace of God has lifted all believers—thedion
tion of sanctification which is spoken of in thette-for by the “will of God we are sanctified throug
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once fbt a

We shall, first, speak dhe eternal will Secondly othe effectual sacrifice by which that will has
been carried outAnd thirdly, ofthe everlasting result accomplished by that wilbtigh the sacrifice of
the body of ChristMay the Holy Spirit who has revealed the grandtdoe of justification now enable
us to understand it and to feel its comforting powe

|. First, then, THE ETERNAL WILL—"By the which will ware sanctified.” This will must, first of
all, be viewed as the witirdained of old by the Fatherthe eternal decree of the infinite Jehovah that a
people whom He chose should be sanctified andpset anto Himself. The will of Jehovah stands fast
forever and ever and we know of it that it is aéitbger unchangeable and that it has no beginning. It
an eternal will, we have no vacillating deity, mckfe God. He wills changes, but He never changes H
will. “He is of one mind and who can turn Him? Awthat His soul desires, even that He does.” The will
of God is invincible as well as eternal. We arel ol Ephesians that He works all things after thenc
sel of His own will. “Who can stay His hand, or sayto Him, What are You doing?” The good pleasure
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of His will is never defeated—there cannot be sadhing as a vanquished God. “His purpose shall
stand and He will do all His pleasure.” In facte twill of God is the motive force of all things. &H
spoke and it was done. He commanded and it statd féis Word is omnipotent because His will is at
the back of it and it puts force into it. He sdidight be,” and there was light because He willbdtt
there should be light. He bade creatures come,fartimerous as the drops of dew, to people the world
that He had made and forth they came, flying, legpswimming in varied orders of life, because of H
own will He did create them. His will is the secpatwer which sustains the universe and threads the
starry orbs and holds them like a necklace of lgtdut the neck of nature. His will is the Alphaldhe
Omega of all things. It was according to this esgrimvincible will of God that He chose, createdd

set apart a people that should show forth the glayriches of His grace—a people that would bear t
image of His only-begotten Son, a people that shfmyffully and willingly serve Him in His courts fo
ever and ever—a people who should be His own sndsdaughters, to whom He would say, “I will
dwell in them and walk in them and they shall be pdpple and | will be their God.” Thus stood the
eternal will of old. “For whom He did foreknow, Héso did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of His Son, that He might be the firstborn amongynlarethren.”

But the people concerning whom this will was maaee dead in sin, defiled with evil, polluted by
transgression. The old serpent’s venom was in thens. They were fit to be set apart for the cubbsg
not to be set apart for the service of the thrigly IGod. And the question was, how then shouldvtie
of the Immutable Invincible ever be carried outAHshall these rebels become absolved? How shall
these fountains of filth become clear as crystayrmg forth floods of living water and divine psal?
How shall these unsanctified and defiled ones becsamctified unto the service of God? It must be—
but how shall it be? Then came the priests, witblsng censers and with basins full of blood, steggmi
as it came fresh from the slaughtered victims &eg sprinkled this blood upon the book and upon the
people, upon the altar, and upon the Mercy Sedtugon all the hangings of the tabernacle, anthall
ground whereon the worshippers walked, for almtghangs under the law were sanctified by blood.
Everywhere was this blood of bulls and of goateskrevery morning and renewed every evening. Still,
God'’s will was not done, the chosen were not tlraresfied and we know they were not, because it is
written, “Sacrifice and offering You would not.” slwill was not fulfilled in them. It was not His Wi
that they should sanctify the people. They werdfioacious to such an end for, as the Holy Spids h
said, it was “not possible that the blood of balisl of goats should take away sins.” And so, it¢he
offerings had been all, centuries of the house aoA and of the priests of the tribe of Levi mipave
come and gone, and yet the will decreed by thenatdrather would not have been an accomplished
fact.

Thus we are landed at our second point, whictha, this will by which we are sanctified wpser-
formed by the ever-blessed Sitnwas the will of God the Father, but it wasra out by the divine
Son when He came into the world. A body was prep&me Him and into that body, in a mysterious
manner which we will not attempt even to conceifeHe entered and there He was—the incarnate
God. This incarnate God, by offering His own blobg,laying down His own life, by bearing in His
own body the curse, and in His own spirit endutimg wrath was able to effect the purpose of the-eve
lasting Father in the purging of His people, in fietting of His chosen apart, and making them hence
forth holiness unto the Lord. Do you not see winat will of the Father was—that He should have a
people that should be sanctified unto Himself? 8at will could not be carried out by the blood of
bulls and of goats. It must be achieved by theriwifeup of the body of Jesus Christ once for alir O
Lord Jesus Christ has done whatever that will effather required for its perfect achievement. This
our satisfaction. We will not enter at this timeoira detailed account of our Lord’s active and pass
obedience by which He magnified the law and settdia people. | pray you, however, never fall into
the error of dividing the work of Christ as someata saying, “Here He made atonement for sin and
there He did not.” In these modern times, certagtiven have invented refinements of statemenbof s
trivial a character that they are not even worth titouble of thinking over and yet, like babes wath
new rattle, they make a noise with them all daygldhis amusing how these wise professors make
grave points out of mere hair-splitting distincsoand if we do not agree with them they give them-
selves mighty airs, pitying our ignorance, and essieg themselves as superior persons who have an
insight into things which ordinary Christians cahsee. God save us from having eyes which are so
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sharp that we are able to spy out new occasiongdifference and fresh reasons for making men offend
ers for mere words. | believe in the life of Chiastwell as in His death and | believe that He ¢too

me before God as much when He walked the acreale§tthe as when He hung on the cross at Jerusa-
lem. You cannot divide and split Him in sunder &agy, “He is so far an example and so far an atone-
ment,” but you must take the entire Christ and labKim from the very first as the Lamb of God whic
takes away the sin of the world. “Oh, but,” they,sdde made no atonement except in His death,”
which is, let me tell you, an absurdity in langualgsten a minute. When does a man die? | cantiot te
you. There is the minute in which the soul separ&t@m the body, but all the time that a man may be
described as dying he is alive, is he not? A masdwt suffer when actually dead. What we call the
pangs of death are truly and accurately pangdeoflieath does not suffer—it is the end of suffgriA

man is in life while he suffers and if they say, i Christ’'s death that makes an atonement andHisot
life,” I reply that death, alone and by itself, neakno atonement. Death in its natural sense andhnot
this modern non-natural severance from life, doakeratonement—nbut it cannot be viewed apart from
life by any unsophisticated mind. If they must halstinctions, we could make distinctions enough to
worry them of such an unprofitable business, buthaee nobler work to do. To us our Lord’s death
seems to be the consummation of His life, the Hiimg stroke of a work which His Father had given
Him to do among the sons of men. We view Him asritagome in a body prepared for Him to do the
will of God once—and that “once” lasted throughéiig one life on earth. We will not, however, dwell
on any moot point, but unfeignedly rejoice that telvar was wanted to make God’s people wholly
sanctified unto God, Christ has worked out. “By wtach will we are sanctified through the offeriafy

the body of Jesus Christ once.” It is finished. Bdlee divine law require for our acceptance perfect
submission to the will of the Lord? He has rendeteDoes it ask complete obedience to its pre&pts
He has presented the same. Does the fulfilledokithe Lord call for abject suffering, a sweat tddau,
pangs unknown, and death, itself? Christ has ptedenall, whatever that “all” may be. As when God
created, His word effected all His will, so whendsedeemed, His blessed and incarnate Word has
done all His will. In every point, as God looked each day’s work and said, “It is good,” so, as He
looks upon each part of the work of His dear Som,cln say of it, “It is good.” The Father joinstire
verdict of His Son that it is finished—all the wdf God for the sanctification of His people is act
plished.

Beloved, this work must bapplied to us by the Holy Spirilt is the Holy Spirit who brings us to
know that Jesus Christ has sanctified us, or sapag and made us acceptable with God. It is thig H
Spirit who has given us the New Testament and shikght upon the OlId. It is the Holy Spirit who
speaks to us through the ministers of Christ wherbldsses them to our conversion. Especiallytlseit
Holy Spirit who takes away from us all hope of lgesanctified before God by any means of our own,
brings us to see our need of cleansing and recatiail and then takes of the things of Christ asd r
veals them unto us. Not without the going forthHx$ sacred power are we made to take the place of
separation and dedication, to which the Lord ofmidhined us.

Thus it is by the will of the Father, carried doyt the Son, and applied by the Holy Spirit that the
church of God is regarded as sanctified before &utlis acceptable unto Him.

| do not tarry longer on any one point, becaugsselgreat things are best spoken of with few words.
They are subjects better fed upon by quiet thotlgint exhibited in speech.

Il. I invite you, dear friends, in the second placecdosider THE EFFECTUAL SACRIFICE by
which the will of God with regard to the sanctitiylis people has been carried out. “By the which wi
we are sanctifiethrough the offering of the body of Jesus Christ.”

This implies, first, His incarnatiorwhich of course includes His eternal deity. We nawer forget
that Jesus Christ is God. The church has giveih fodny a valiant confession to His deity and woe be
to her should she ever hesitate on that gloriautf'ttyet sometimes she has great need to earnastly
sist upon His humanity. As you bow before your iglos Lord and adore Him with all the sanctified; ye
remember that He whom you worship was truly antly@man. The gospel of His incarnation is not a
spiritual idea, nor a metaphor, nor a myth. In véegd and truth, the God that made heaven and earth
came down to earth and hung upon a woman'’s breaamt anfant. That child, as He grew in stature and
wisdom, was as certainly God as He is at this manmegiory. He was as surely God when He was here
hungry and suffering, sleeping, eating, drinkingH#swas God when He hung up the morning stars and
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kindled the lamps of night, or as He shall be wkem and moon shall dim at the brightness of His-com
ing. Jesus Christ, very God of very God, did cetyastoop to become such as we are and was made in
the likeness of sinful flesh. It is a truth you latiow, but | want you to grasp it and realizetiwill help

you to trust Christ if you clearly perceive thalide as He is, He is bone of your bone and fldsyoar
flesh—your kinsman, though the Son of God.

All this is implied in the text, because it speakshe offering of the body of Christ. But why coi
specially speak of the body? | think to show usréity of that offering—His soul suffered and His
soul’s sufferings were the soul of His sufferiniggt still, to make it palpable to us, to recordsta sure
historical fact, the Holy Spirit mentions that thevas an offering of the body of Christ.

| take it, however, thatie word means the whole of Chxighat there was an offering made of all
of Christ, the body of Him or that of which He wamstituted. It is my solemn conviction that théyle
co-worked with His humanity in the wondrous pasdiynwhich He has sanctified His elect. | am told
that deity cannot suffer. | am expected to subsddbthat because theologians say so. Well, ¢ fitue,
then | shall content myself with believing that thety helped the humanity by strengthening ituties
more than it could otherwise have endured. Butliebe that deity can suffer, heterodox as thataroti
may seem to be. | cannot believe in an impassiwt &any Father. If He pities and sympathizes, gurel
He must have some sensibilities. Is He a God aof?rlh He wills it, He can do anything and therefore
He can suffer if He pleases. It is not possibleGad to be made to suffer—that would be a ridicslou
supposition—yet if He wills to do so, He is certginapable of doing that as well as anything elser—f
all things are possible to Him. | look upon our ddesus as in His very Godhead stooping down to bea
the weight of human sin and human misery, sustgiitibecause He was divine and able to bear what
else had been too great a load. Thus the wholdn§iGvas made a sacrifice for sin. It was the raffg
not of the spirit of Christ, but of the very bodfy ©hrist—the essence, subsistence, and most manifes
reality and personality of Jesus Christ, the SothefMost High.

And this was wholly offered do not know how to bring out my own thoughtsdjebut to accom-
plish the will of God in sanctifying all His peopl€hrist must be the offering and He must be wholly
offered. There were certain sacrifices which warky presented to God in part, so far as the consump
tion by fire was concerned. A part was eaten byptiest or by the offerer and so far it was nothele
burnt offering. In this there was much precioushrset forth, of which we will not speak at thimé,
but as our sin-offering, making expiation for gudtir blessed Lord and Master gave Himself whaily f
us as an atoning sacrifice and offering for sin—#oad “Himself,” sums up all you can conceive it®
in and of the Christ of God, and the pangs andguiich, like a fire went through Him, did consume
Him, even to the uttermost of all that was in Hide bore all that could be borne, stooped to theskiw
to which humility could come, descended to the wghabyss to which a descent of self-denial could be
made. He made Himself of no reputation. He emptadself of all honor and glory. He gave up Him-
self without reserve. He saved others, Himself Heladt not save—He spares us in our chastisements,
but Himself He spared not. He says of Himself & tihventy-second Psalm, “I am a worm and no man; a
reproach of men and despised of the people.” Yonaddknow, you cannot imagine how fully the sacri-
fice was made by Christ. It was not only a saaifo¢ all of Himself, but a complete sacrifice ofeey
part of Himself for us. The blaze of eternal wr&th human sin was focused upon His head! The an-
guish that must have been endured by Him who stotite place of millions of sinners to be judged of
God and smitten in their stead is altogether ineorable. Though Himself perfectly innocent, yeHis
own person to offer up such a sacrifice as coulibhthe divine justice on account of myriads osnf
myriads of the sons of men was a work far beyohtiahan realization. You may give loose to your
reason and your imagination and rise into the gbvieeaven of sublime conception as with eagle wing,
but you can never reach the utmost height. Hetleeisum of the matter—"“Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable qift,” for unspeakable, inconceivabtitainly is when we view the Lord Jesus as a-sac
fice for the sins of men.

This offering was madence and only onceThe pith of the text lies in the finishing wordsiit,
“through the offering of the body of Jesus Christe for all.” Those words, “for all,” are very preqy
put in by the translators but you must not makeistake as to their meaning. The text doesmean
that Christ offered Himself up onder all—that is, for all mankind. That may be a doctrifi&oripture,
or it may not be a doctrine of Scripture—but itnist the teaching here. The passage means “once for
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all” in the sense of—all at once or only once. Aman might say, “I gave up my whole estate once and
for all to my creditors and there was an end ofrtadter,” so here our Lord Jesus Christ is saillatee
offered Himself up as a sacrifice once for all—tigato say, only once and there was an end of the
whole matter. His sacrifice on behalf of His peoptes for all the sins before He came. Think of what
they all were. Ages had succeeded ages and theéredesa found among the various generations of men
criminals of the blackest dye and crimes had beeliphied, but the prophet said in vision concemin
Christ, as he looked on all the multitude, “All Vilee sheep have gone astray: we have turned evexy o
to his own way; and the Loiaas laidon Him the iniquity of us all.” That was before idame. Reflect
that there has been no second offering of Himsadf since and never will be, but it wasceand that
once did the deed. Let your mind conceive of thigatty two thousand years have passed since the of-
fering and if the prophet were to stand here tanégtd look back through those eighteen hundredsyear
and more, he would still say, “All we like sheepréagione astray: we have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity afall.” Oh! it is a wonderful conception—the saicef

of the Lord Jesus was the reservoir into whichttadl sin of the human race ran, from this quarter an
that, and that, and that, and that. All the sinslisfpeople rolled in a torrent unto Him and gagiteas

in a great lake. In Him was no sin and yet the Loalle Him to be sin for us. You may have seen a
deep mountain lake which has been filled to thenldsy innumerable streamlets from all the hillsides
round about. Here comes a torrent gushing downtlae trickles from the moss that has overgrown
the rock a little drip, drip, drip, which falls gestually—great and small tributaries all meet ia btack
lake which after the rain is full to the brim arehdy to burst its banks. That lone lake picturessth
the meeting place of the sins of His people. Theyevall laid on Him, that from Him the penalty migh
be exacted. At His hands the price must be demaiodede ransom of all this multitude of sins.

And it is said that He did thisnce for all | have no language with which to describe it—bsée
before me the great load of sin, the huge, tremendmrld of sin. No, no, it is greater than the hor
Atlas might carry that, but this is a weight comgzhwith which the world is but as a pin’s head. Mou
tains upon mountains, alps on alps are nothingpearighty mass of sin which | see before my mind’s
eye, and lo, it all falls upon the Well-Beloved. Bands beneath it and bows under it till the bjood
sweat starts from every pore and yet He does etd Yo its weight so as to get away from the burdien
presses more heavily, it bows Him to the dustpuiches His very soul, it makes Him cry in anguish,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” and gethe last, He lifts Himself up and flings it all
away and cries, “It is finished!” and it is goriehere is not a speck of it left. No, not an atonit ¢eéft. It
is all gone at once and once and for all. He hasébthe immeasurable weight and cast it off frora Hi
shoulders forever and as it lies no more on Himglso it lies no more on them. Sin shall never lea-m
tioned against His people any more forever. Oh,dsons deed of deity! Oh, mighty feat of love ac-
complished once and for all. The Redeemer neveradf Himself to death before. He never will do it
again.

Look this way, my brethren, the reason why it menvd#l be done again is because there is no need
for it. All the sin that was laid upon Jesus is gerall the sin of His people is forever discharged.
has borne it—the debt is paid. The handwriting mlimances against us is nailed to His cross. The ac
cuser’s charge is answered forever. What, therl| sleasay of those who come forward and pretend
that they perpetually present the body of Christhim unbloody sacrifice of the mass? Why, this—that
no profane jest from the lip of Voltaire ever haete the slightest degree of God-defiant blasphemily i
compared with such a hideous insult as this h@nioetense. It is infernal. | will say no less. fighean
be nothing more intolerable than that notion, for bord Jesus Christ has offered Himself for sigen
and once for all, and he who dares to think ofraifig Him again insults Him by acting as if that enc
were not enough. | cannot believe any languagdlbb@mence to be too strong if the performers and at
tendants at the mass really knew what is implieth&ir professed act and deed. In the judgment of
Christian charity we may earnestly pray, “Fathergive them, for they know not what they do.”

Our words fail and our conceptions faint at theuiht of the great Substitute with all the singlcf
people condensed into one black draught and setebefim. How shall we think of Him as putting that
cup to His lips and drinking, drinking, drinkingl &he wrath till He had drained the cup to the bwit
and filled Himself with horror? Yet see, He hasidired the death-drink and turned the cup upside
down, crying, “It is finished.” At one tremendougadght the loving Lord has drained destruction dry
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for all His people and there is no dreg nor drdpfta any one of them, for now is the will of Ged-
complished—"By the which will we are sanctified dkigh the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.” Glory be to God! And yet again, glory be God!—

“He bore on the tree the sentence for me,

And now both the Surety and sinner are free.

In the heavenly Lamb thrice happy | am

And my heart does rejoice at the sound of His naime.

lII. Now I close with our third head and that is THE ERIEASTING RESULT. The everlasting
result of this effectual carrying out of the will God is that nowGod regards His people’s sin as expi-
atedand their persons as sanctified. Our sin is remdwedxpiation. Atonement has been offered and
its efficacy abides forever. There is no need of ainer expiation. Believers repent bitterly, bot m
the way of expiation. There is no penance to betedaof them by way of putting away guilt. Their
guilt is gone—their transgression is forgiven. Towenant is made with them and it runs thus, “Their
sins and their iniquities will | remember no mooeever.” Their sins have, in fact, been ended,téibt
out, and annihilated by the Redeemer’s one saerific

Next, they are reconciledThere is no quarrel now between God and thoseamhon Christ Jesus.
Peace is made between the two. The middle wallstioaid between them is taken away. Christ, by His
one sacrifice, has made peace for all His peopieediectually established an amity which never Ishal
be broken—

“Lord Jesus, we believing

In You have peace with God,
Eternal life receiving

The purchase of Your blood.
Our curse and condemnation
You bore in our stead
Secure is our salvation

In You, our risen Head.”

Moreover, they are not only accepted and recothcibatthey are purified—the taint that was upon
them is taken away. In God'’s sight they are reghrte more as unclean. They are no longer shut out-
side the camp—they may come to the throne of tlaedrdy grace whenever they will. God can have
communion with them. He regards them as fit togtanHis courts and to be His servants, for they ar
purified, reconciled, expiated through the one rixfig of Christ. Their admission into the closeginma-
cy with God could never be allowed if He did nogaed them as purged from all uncleanness and this
has been effected not at all by themselves, bytlonthe great sacrifice—

“Your blood, not mine, O Christ,
Your blood so freely spilt,

Has blanched my blackest stains,
And purged away my quilt.

Your righteousness, O Christ,
Alone does cover me.

No righteousness avails

Save that which is in Thee.”

Now, what has come of it? That is the point. | wyaami now just to let me leave the doctrine and try
and bring out the experience arising from it. Wa@htist has done in the carrying out of the greditafi
God has effected salvation for all His chosen—hig is applied to them actually and experientily
the Holy Spirit's dwelling in them—by which indwelg they know they are now God’s people. The
Israelites were God's people, after a fashion. Iédtes were more peculiarly so and the priestsewer
still more especially so, and these had to preperetual sacrifices and offerings that God might b
able to look upon them as His people, for they veesenful peopleYou and | are not typically, but truly
and really, His peopleThrough Jesus Christ’'s offering of Himself onewl dor all, we are really set
apart to be the Lord’s people henceforth and farane He says of us—I mean, of course, not of s al
but of as many as have believed in Jesus and towthe Holy Spirit has revealed His finished work, “
will be their God and they shall be My people.” Yaelievers, are sanctified in this sense, thatamu
now the set-apart ones unto God and you belonglwtmHim. Will you think that over? “I am now
not my own. | do not belong now to the common ofanen, as all the rest of men do. | am set apart.
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am called out. | am taken aside. | am one of thel'scown. | am His treasure and His portion. He has
through Jesus Christ’s death made me one of tHosbamn He says, ‘They shall dwell alone, they shall
not be numbered among the people.” | want youetd it so that you may live under the power of that
fact, that you may feel, “My Lord has cleansed iMg.Lord has made expiation for me. My Lord has
reconciled me unto God and | am God’s man, | am'&@dman. | cannot live as others do. | cannot be
one among you. | must come out. | must be sepdrassnot find my pleasure where you find yours. |
cannot find my treasure where you find yours. 1@od’s and God is mine. That wondrous transaction
on the cross of which our minister has tried toagpdut of which he could not speak as he ought+-tha
wondrous unspeakable deed upon the cross—that wahtle and death of Jesus, has made me one of
God’s people, set apart unto Him and as such | hwuest

When you realize that you are God’s people, thd tieng is to reflect that God, in sanctifying a
people set them apart for His serviels made them fit for His servic¥ou, beloved, through Christ’s
one great offering of His body for you, are pergdthow to be the servants of God. You know it is an
awful thing for a man to try and serve God untild3pves Him leave—there is a presumption about it.
Suppose that one of the Queen’s enemies, who heaghisber life and has always spoken against her,
were to say, “I mean to be one of her servantslllgw into her palace and | will serve her,” hayiall
the while in his heart a rebellious, proud spHiis service could not be tolerated. It would beeshm-
pudence. Even so, “Unto the wicked God says, Whe¢ lyou to do to declare My statutes?” A wicked
man, pretending to serve God stands in the posdfokorah, Dathan and Abiram trying to offer in-
cense, because he is not purified and not call¢detavork and has no fitness for it. But now, beldyv
you that are in Christ are called to be His semaNbu have permission and leave to serve Him. It
ought to be your great joy to be accepted servaintse living God. If you are only the Lord’s shoe-
black, you have a greater privilege than if youevan emperor. If the highest thing you ever willabe
lowed to do should be to loosen the latchet of ydaster's shoe or to wash His servants’ feet—it tha
Master is Christ ,you are favored above the mightté the mighty. Men of renown may envy you—
their orders of the Garter or the Golden Fleecenatking compared with the high dignity of being-se
vitors of King Jesus. Look upon this as being thsult of Christ's death upon the cross, that such a
poor, sinful creature as you are—once a slaveetivil—is now allowed to be the servant of God. On
the cross my Master bought for me the privileg@reach to you at this time, and He bought for you,
dear mother, the privilege to go home and trainryiile child for the great Father in heaven. &cff
He bought for us a sanctification which has madéad.ord’s people and has enabled us to engage in
His service. Do we not rejoice in this?

Next to that we have this privilege thahat we do can now be accept®kcause Jesus Christ, by
the offering of His body once has perfected thdé&@&s will and has sanctified us, therefore whatdee
is now accepted with God. We might have done wlestexe would, but God would not have accepted it
from a sinner’'s hands—from the hands of thosewmae out of Christ. Now He accepts anything of us.
You dropped a penny into the box—it was all that yould give and the Lord accepted it. It dropped
into His hand. You offered a little prayer in théddie of business this afternoon because you haard
ill word spoken—and your God accepted that prayeu went down the street and spoke to a poor sick
person. You did not say much, but you said all gould—the great God accepted it. Acceptance in the
Beloved, not only for our persons, but for our gr@yand our works, is one of the sweetest things |
know of. We are accepted. That is the joy of itrotigh that one great bloody sacrifice, once foo#ll
fered, God’s people are forever accepted and wisapébple do for Him is accepted, too. And now we
are privileged to the highest degree, being saedtifthat is to say, made into God’s people, God’s
servants, and God’s accepted servants. Every ggwiwhich we could have had, if we had never
sinned, is now ours and we are in Him as His caiidiWe have more than would have come to us by
the covenant of works and if we will but know itdalive up to it, even the very privilege of suffagi
and the privilege of being tried—the privilege @ifg in want—should be looked upon as a great gift,
for | think an angel spirit, seated high alone ¢heneditating and adoring, might say within hims#lf
have served God. These swift wings have borne moeigh the ether on His errands, butever suf-
fered for Him | was never despised for Him. Drunks never cafltedill names. | was never misrepre-
sented as God'’s servant. After all, though | haarged Him, it has been one perpetual joy. He hiaa se
hedge about me and all that | have.” If an angelccenvy anybody, | think he would envy the martyr

Volume 26 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 Perfect Sanctification Sermon #1527

who had the privilege of burning quick to the defth Christ, or such as Job, who, when stripped of
everything and covered with sores, could sit omgdill and yet honor his God, because such agthes
achieved a service unique within itself, which Bparkling diamonds of the first water glitteringoab

it, such as cannot be found in an unsuffering nipide it as complete as it may. You are favoreuss

of Adam, you who have become sons of God. You avered beyond cherubim and seraphim in ac-
complishing a service for the manifestation ofiicbes of the grace of God which unfallen spiriser
could accomplish. Rejoice and be exceeding glatthigone offering has put you there.

And now you are eternally secutdo sin can ever be laid to your door, for it lispait away and sin
being removed, every other evil has lost its fangd sting. Now you are eternally beloved, for yoa ar
one with Him who can never be other than deareéd#nart of Jehovah. That union never can be broken,
for nothing can separate us from the love of Gadl lsence your security can never be imperiled. Now
are you in some measure glorified for, “the spafitglory and of Christ does rest upon you,” and our
conversation is in heaven, from where we look e $avior, the Lord Jesus, who has already raised u
up together and made us sit together in the hemgemleaven is already ours in promise, in pricg, a
in principle, and the preparation for it has alsgimn. | feel at this hour that

“All that remains for me

Is but to love and sing,

And wait until the angels come

To bear me to their King.”
In such a spirit would | always live. Brethren agidters, are you dispirited at this time? Have gou
great trouble upon you? Are you alone in the woBd?others misjudge you or does the iron of scandal
pierce your very soul? Do fierce coals of junipaad those vicious tongues that wrong you? Do you
feel bowed into the dust? Yet, what are you ata@éspairing? Child of God and heir of all thingby
are you cast down? Joint heir with Christ, whyyaa groveling? Why do you lie among the pots when
you have already angels’ wings about you? Up, man,Your heritage is not here among the dragons
and the owls. Up! You are one of God’s eagles, lborrbrighter light than earth could bear—lightttha
would blind the blear-eyed sons of men if they wamee to get a veiled glimpse of it. You, a twiaa+b
man, one of the imperial family, one that shallgiion a throne with Christ as surely as Christ sits
there—what are you at to be moaning and groaningse Wbur eyes and smooth your brow and in the
strength of the Eternal go to your life-battlewltl not be long. The trumpet of victory almost swis in
your ears. Will you now beat a retreat? No. Play tian and win the day. “Trust in the Lord and do
good; so shall you dwell in the land and verily yahall be fed,” till He comes to catch you away vehe
you shall see what Jesus did for you when He masl&dtly once for all a sacrifice that He might ifulf
the will of the eternal Father and sanctify you atidHis people unto God forever and ever. May the
best of blessings rest upon all who are in Chasug. Amen.

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE FOR GIRLS

The land being bought and paid for, Mr. Spurgepanxious to begin building, since large numbers
of orphans are applying. The block, which will cint houses for 250 girls and the various school-
rooms, will cost about £8,000, of which £3,0001ismised. To raise the rest of the money will nde t
united liberality of many and the special bountytled few who are wealthy. It is proposed that st f
stone should be laid on Mr. Spurgeon’s birthdayeJi9, should a sufficient sum be in hand to make i
prudent to begin. Sympathizing readers can forwdamhtions to Mr. Spurgeon, Nightingale Lane, Bal-
ham, and he will gratefully acknowledge the same.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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