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“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteusness comes by the law, then Christ is dead in.Va
Galatians 2:21.

THE idea of salvation by the merit of our own workexceedingly insinuating. It matters not how
often it is refuted, it asserts itself again andiagand when it gains the least foothold it socakes
great advances. Hence Paul, who was determindibte & no quarter, opposed everything which bore
its likeness. He was determined not to permit tine énd of the wedge to be introduced into the ciur
for well he knew that willing hands would soon hb#vihg it home. Hence when Peter sided with the
Judaizing party, and seemed to favor those who ddeththat the Gentiles should be circumcised, our
brave apostle withstood him to the face. He fowaivays for salvation by grace through faith, and-co
tended strenuously against all thought of righteeas by obedience to the precepts of the ceremamial
the moral law. No one could be more explicit tharupon the doctrine that we are not justified mesa
by works in any degree, but solely by the grac&odl. His trumpet gave forth no uncertain sound, but
gave forth the clear note, “By grace are you sdiienlugh faith; and that not of yourselves: it ie tiift
of God.” Grace meant grace with him, and he cowldemdure any tampering with the matter, or any
frittering away of its meaning.

So fascinating is the doctrine of legal righteasmthat the only way to deal with it is Paul's way
Stamp it out. Cry war to the knife against it. Neyeld to it, but remember the apostle’s firmnassl
how stoutly he held his ground, “To whom,” says ‘fage gave place by subjection, no, not for an Hour.

The error of salvation by works is exceedinglgusible. You will constantly hear it stated as a self-
evident truth, and vindicated on account of itspgiged practical usefulness, while the gospel dotri
of salvation by faith is railed at and accusedwlf @nsequences. It is affirmed that if we preaalva-
tion by good works we shall encourage virtue; andtsmight seem in theory, but history proves by
many instances that as a matter of fact, where gdactiine has been preached, virtue has becoma-sing
larly uncommon, and that in proportion as the mefitworks has been cried up, morality has gone
down. On the other hand, where justification bytféias been preached, conversions have followed, an
purity of life has been produced even in the wofghen. Those who lead godly and gracious lives are
ready to confess that the cause of their zeal dbnéss lies in their faith in Christ Jesus, butenewill
you meet with a devout and upright man who gloingsis own works?

Self-righteousness satural to our fallen humanity. Hence it is the essence of all false religiors. B
they what they may, they all agree in seeking s$aaby our own deeds. He who worships his idols
will torture his body, will fast, will perform longilgrimages, and do or endure anything in ordenéw-
it salvation. The Roman Catholic Church holds upticmally before the eyes of its votaries the ptize
be earned by self-denial, by penance, by prayerby sacraments, or by some other performances of
man. Go where you may, the natural religion ofefalinan is salvation by his own merits. An old dévin
has well said every man is born a heretic uponghist, and he naturally gravitates towards thiebg
in one form or another. Self-salvation, either Ig/fersonal worthiness, by his repentance, or bydsi
solves is a hope ingrained in human nature, anglhand to remove. This foolishness is bound uen t
heart of every child, and who shall get it out oh#

This erroneous idearises partly from ignorance, for men are ignorant of the law of God, and of
what holiness really is. If they knew that eveneanl thought is a breach of the law, and that &g |
once broken in any point is altogether violate@ytlwould be at once convinced that there can be no
righteousness by the law to those who have alreffdpded against it. They are also in great ignoean
concerning themselves, for those very persons ahoabout self-righteousness are as a rule openly
chargeable with fault. And if not, were they to édwn and really look at their own lives, they wabul
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soon perceive even in their best works such impuwiftmotive beforehand, or such pride and self-
congratulation afterwards, that they would seegiiogs taken off from all their performances, anelyth
would be utterly ashamed of them. Nor is it ign@@alone which leads men to self-righteousnesy, the
are also deceived hyyride. Man cannot endure to be saved on the footing @fcyr—he loves not to
plead guilty and throw himself on the favor of tireat King—he cannot stand to be treated as a paupe
and blessed as a matter of charity. He desireswte h finger in his own salvation and claim atteas
little credit for it. Proud man will not have heawiself upon terms of grace, but so long as he ban
sets up one plea or another, and holds to his oginteousness as though it were his life. This self-
confidence also arises from wickedbelief, for through his self-conceit, man will not belie@God.
Nothing is more plainly revealed in Scripture tithis—that by the works of the law shall no man be
justified, yet men in some shape or other stickhohope of legal righteousness. They will havbat
they must prepare for grace, or assist mercy, @ome degree deserve eternal life. They prefer thei
own flattering prejudices to the declaration of beart-searching God. The testimony of the HolyiBpi
concerning the deceitfulness of the heart is csisieaand the declaration of God that there is ribae
does good, no, not one, is altogether denied. 1gme a great evil? Self-righteousness is alsohmuc
promoted by the almost universgdirit of trifling which is now abroad. Only while men trifle with
themselves can they entertain the idea of persoeal before God. He who comes to serious thought
and begins to understand the character of Godré&fbom the heavens are not pure and the angels are
charged with folly—he, | say, that comes to serithmught and beholds a true vision of God, abhors
himself in dust and ashes, and is forever silerasetb any thought of self-justification. It is basa we

do not seriously examine our condition that we klonrselves rich and increased in goods. A man may
fancy that he is prospering in business and yeh&g be going back in the world. If he does not flaise
books or take stock, he may be living in a fooksaulise, spending largely when on the verge of bank
ruptcy. Many think well of themselves because theyer think seriously. They do not look below the
surface and hence they are deceived by appearafitesnost troublesome business to many men is
thought—and the last thing they will do is to weildpeir actions, or test their motives, or pondesirth
ways to see whether things are right with themf-&giteousness, being supported by ignorance, by
pride, by unbelief, and by the natural superfityatif the human mind, is strongly entrenched and ca
not readily be driven out of men.

Yet self-righteousness evidently evil, for it makes light of sin. It talks of merit inghcase of one
who has already transgressed and boasts of excelienmeference to a fallen and depraved creature.
prattles of little faults, small failures, and $itgpmissions and so makes sin to be a venial &hoch
may be readily overlooked. Not so faith in God, tfowugh it recognizes pardon, yet that pardon e se
to come in a way which proves sin to be exceedinfyls On the other hand, the doctrine of salvation
by works has not a word of comfort in it for thdlda. It gives to the elder son all that his prdwehrt
can claim, but for the prodigal it has no welcoffike law has no invitation for the sinner, for itokvs
nothing of mercy. If salvation is by the works bétlaw, what must become of the guilty and thesfall
and the abandoned? By what hopes can these béedécdlhis unmerciful doctrine bars the door of
hope and hands over the lost ones to the executiomeder that the proud Pharisee may air his tholas
righteousness and thank God that he is not as otberare.

It is the intense selfishness of this doctrinechihtondemns it as an evil thing. It naturally exalt
self. If a man conceives that he will be saved isyolwn works, he thinks himself something and geri
in the dignity of human nature. When he has beemtate to religious exercises he rubs his hands an
feels that he deserves well of his Maker—he go@sento repeat his prayers and before he falls asleep
he wonders how he can have grown to be so goog@mauch superior to those around him. When he
walks abroad he feels as if he dwelt apart in eagéixcellence, a person much distinguished from “the
vulgar herd,” a being whom to know is to admirel. tAk while he considers himself to be very humble
and is often amazed at his own condescension. Whiais but a most hateful spirit? God, who sees th
heart, loathes it. He will accept the humble areldbntrite, but He puts far from Him those who glor
in themselves. Indeed, my brethren, what have vggaiy in? Is not every boast a lie? What is tlel-s
hood but a peacock feather, fit only for the cap édol? May God deliver us from exalting self, ayad
we cannot be delivered from so doing if we holdaimy degree the doctrine of salvation by our own
good works.
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At this time | desire to shoot at the very hedrthat soul-destroying doctrine, while | show yau,
the first place, thatwo great crimes are contained in the idea of self-justification. When | have brought
forth that indictment, | shall further endeavordioow thatthese two great crimes are committed by
many and then, thirdly, it will be a delight to asstratthe true believer does not fall into these crimes.

May God, the Holy Spirit, help us while meditatimgon this important theme.

I. First, then, TWO GREAT CRIMES ARE CONTAINED IN SEHRIGHTEOUSNESS. These
high crimes and misdemeanors are frustrating theegof God and making Christ to have died in vain.

The first isthe frustration of the grace of God. The word here translated, “frustrate,” means t&ena
void, to reject, to refuse, to regard as needldesy, he that hopes to be saved by his own righteousness
rejects the grace or free favor of God, regards it as useless, and in that sense frustrates it. It is clear,
first, that if righteousness come by the law, thecg of God is no longer required. If we can besddwy
our own merits we need justice, but we certainlyndowant mercy. If we can keep the law and claam t
be accepted as a matter of debt, it is plain tleah@ed not turn suppliants and crave for mercyc&ia
a superfluity where merit can be proved. A man wéio go into court with a clear case and a bold coun
tenance asks not for mercy of the judge and ther @fff it would insult him. “Give me justice,” heysa
“Give me my rights” and he stands up for them asaae Englishman should do. It is only when a man
feels that the law condemns him that he puts itea for mercy. Nobody ever dreamed of recommend-
ing an innocent man to mercy. | say, then, thamhe who believes that by keeping the law, or acpr
ticing ceremonies, or by undergoing religious perfances, he can make himself acceptable before
God, most decidedly puts the grace of God on othe &6 a superfluous thing as far as he is concerned
Is it not clearly so? And is not this a crimsomwi—this frustration of the grace of God?

Next, he makes the grace of God to be at least a secondary thing which is only a lower degree of the
same error. Many think that they are to merit asmas they can by their own exertions and then the
grace of God will make up for the rest. The thesegms to be that we are to keep the law as faeas w
can and this imperfect obedience is to stand gas@ sort of compromise, say a shilling in the goun
or fifteen shillings in the pound, according as madyges his own excellence. And then, what is negli
over and above our own hard-earned money, the gfaGod will supply—in short, the plan is every
man is his own savior and Jesus Christ and Hisegiast make up for our deficiencies. Whether men
see it or not, this mixture of law and grace is trtbshonoring to the salvation of Jesus Christédtkes
the Savior's work to be incomplete, though on tress He cried, “It is finished.” Yes, it even tre#tas
being utterly ineffectual since it appears to be@favail until man’s works are added to it. Acéogrto
this notion, we are redeemed as much by our owngdas by the ransom price of Jesus’ blood and man
and Christ go shares, both in the work and in tleeyg This is an intense form of arrogant treason
against the majesty of divine mercy—a capital criwtech will condemn all who continue in it. May
God deliver us from thus insulting the throne @y by bringing a purchase price in our own hanfl as
we could deserve such peerless gifts of love.

More than that, he who trusts in himself, his ifegd, his works, his prayers, or in anything except
the grace of Godirtually gives up trusting in the grace of God altogether. For be it known unto you
that God’s grace will never share the work with taamerit? As oil will not combine with water, soine
ther will human merit and heavenly mercy mix togetiThe apostle says in Romans 11:6, “If by grace,
then it is no more of works: otherwise grace isnmare grace. But if it be of works, then is it nomno
grace: otherwise work is no more work.” You mushei have salvation wholly because you deserve it
or wholly because God graciously bestows it, thoygin do not deserve it. You must receive salvation
at the Lord’s hand either as a debt or as a chatltgre can be no mingling of the ideas. That wisch
pure donation of favor cannot also be a rewardeo$gnal merit. A combination of the two principtds
law and grace is utterly impossible. Trusting im own works in any degree effectually shuts us out
from all hope of salvation by grace, and so ittirates the grace of God.

There is another form of this crime, that when mesach up human doings, sufferings, feelings, or
emotions as the ground of salvatidimgy take off the sinner from confidence in Chrigt, for as long as a
man can maintain any hope in himself he will ndweek to the Redeemer. We may preach for ever and
ever, but as long as there remains latent in amybmsom a hope that he can effectually clear himsel
from sin and win the favor of God by his own wortsgt man will never accept the proclamation oéfre
pardon through the blood of Christ. We know thatoaanot frustrate the grace of God—it will have its
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way and the eternal purpose shall be fulfilled. 8sithe tendency of all teaching which mixes upk&or
with grace is to take men off from believing in therd Jesus Christ, its tendency is to frustrate th
grace of God and every act is to be judged byensliéncy even if the Lord’s divine power prevends it
working out its natural result. No man can lay &aeotfoundation than that which is laid, but inashmuc
as they try to do so they are guilty of despisimg foundation of God as much as those builderbef t
olden time who rejected the stone which God hadehado be the head of the corner. May the grace of
God keep us from such a crime as this, lest thedotd other men’s souls should crimson our garments

This hoping to be saved by our own righteousmebs God of His glory. It as good as says, “We
want no grace. We need no free favor.” It readthefnew covenant which infinite love has made, but
by clinging to the old covenant it puts dishonoonmt. In its heart it murmurs, “What need of thsv-
enant of grace? The covenant of works answers guepose for us.” It reads of the great gift ofagra
in the person of Jesus Christ and it does dedpétieetio by the secret thought that human works sre a
good as the life and death of the Son of God.idéts¢cr*'We will not have this man to save us.” A self
righteous hope casts a slur upon the glory of Gocesit is clear that if a man could be saved ts/ hi
own works, he would naturally have the honor obiit if a man is saved by the free grace of Goel th
God is glorified. Woe unto those who teach a doetwhich would pluck the crown royal from the head
of our sovereign Lord and disgrace the throne af gdory. God help us to be clear of this rank affen
against high heaven.

| grow warm upon such a subject as this, for ndignation rises against that which does dishonor
to my Lord and frustrates His grace. This is assirgross that even the heathen cannot commitéy Th
have never heard of the grace of God and ther¢feyecannot put a slight upon it. When they peitish
will be with a far lighter doom than those who hden told that God is gracious and ready to pardon
and yet turn on their heels and wickedly boasnabcence and pretend to be clean in the sight df Go
This is a sin which devils cannot commit. With thiké obstinacy of their rebellion, they can neverche
to this. They have never had the sweet notes efdgrace and dying love ringing in their ears araddh
fore they have never refused the heavenly invilatiwhat has never been presented to their acceptanc
cannot be the object of their rejection. Thus, thewy hearer, if you should fall into this deep Hitou
will sink lower than the heathen, lower than Sodamd Gomorrah, and lower than the devil himself.
Wake up, | pray, and do not dare to frustrate tlaeeof God.

The second great crime which self-justificatiomeoits ismaking Christ to be dead in vain. This is
plain enough. If salvation can be by the worksheflaw, why did our Lord Jesus die to save us? @, Y
bleeding Lamb of God, Your incarnation is a mankelt Your death upon the accursed tree is such a
miracle of mercy as fills all heaven with astonigimt Will any dare to say that Your death, O inesen
God, was a superfluity, a wanton waste of suffé&tibg they dare think You a generous but unwise en-
thusiast whose death was needless? Can there behanyink Your cross a vain thing? Yes, thousands
virtually do this and in fact, all do so who makeout that men might have been saved in some other
way, or may now be saved by their own willings aodhgs.

They who say that the death of Christ goes oniy @iathe way, but that man must do something in
order to merit eternal life—these, | say, make tigath of Christ to be only partially effective andyet
clearer terms, ineffectual in and of itself. listeven hinted that the blood of Jesus is not mit@ugh
till man adds his silver or his gold, then His lidas not our redemption at all and Christ is no é&d-
er! If it is taught that our Lord’s bearing of gor us did not make a perfect atonement and thatritef-
fectual till we either do or suffer something tongalete it, then in the supplemental work lies taalr
virtue and Christ’'s work is in itself insufficientlis death cry of, “It is finished,” must have beaha
mistake, if still it is not finished. And if a beler in Christ is not completely saved by what §tinas
done, but must do something, himself to completéhégn salvation was not finished and the Savior’s
work remains imperfect till we, poor sinners, lemdhand to make up for His deficiencies. What blas-
phemy lies in such a supposition that Christ ornv&g made a needless and a useless offering of Him-
self if any man among you can be saved by the woirkise law.

This spirit also rejects the covenant which wadeskwith Christ’'s death. For if we can be saved by
the old covenant of works, then the new covenarst med required. In God’s wisdom the new covenant
was brought in because the first had grown oldwaasl void by transgression. But if it is not voidem
the new covenant is an idle innovation and theifsaerof Jesus ratified a foolish transaction. &tloe
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the words while | pronounce them. No one ever veagd under the covenant of works nor ever will be
and the new covenant is introduced for that realonif there is salvation by the first, then winaed
was there of the second? Self-righteousness, asfarcan, disannuls the covenant, breaks its agdl
does despite to the blood of Jesus Christ whithesubstance, the certificate, and the seal oictinge-
nant. If you hold that a man can be saved by his gaod works, you pour contempt upon the testament
of love which the death of Jesus has put in fdimethere is no need to receive as a legacy of thae
which can be earned as the wage of work.

O sirs, this is a sin against each person ofaleessl Trinity. It is a sin against the Father. Howld
He be wise and good and yet give His only Son ¢éoodi yonder tree in anguish if man’s salvation doul
be worked by some other means? It is a sin agdias$on of God—you dare to say that our redemption
price could have been paid somehow else and thierehs death was not absolutely needful for the re-
demption of the world. Or if needful, yet not effieal, for it requires something to be added tceibbe
it can effect its purpose. It is a sin againstiody Spirit and beware how you sin against Him, ach
sins are fatal. The Holy Spirit bears witness t® glorious perfection and unconquerable power ef th
Redeemer’s work and woe to those who reject thitess. He has come into the world on purpose that
He may convince men of the sin of not believingé@sus Christ and therefore if we think that we lman
saved apart from Christ we do despite to the Spirdis grace.

The doctrine of salvation by works is a sin agaaikthe fallen sons of Adam, for if men cannot be
saved except by their own works, what hope isf@fany transgressor? You shut the gates of mency o
mankind. You condemn the guilty to die without gassibility of remission. You deny all hope of wel-
come to the returning prodigal, all prospect ofdéese to the dying thief. If heaven is by workgyuh
sands of us will never see its gates. | know thaver shall. You fine fellows may rejoice in yqam-
spects, but what is to become of us? You ruin lusyayour boastful scheme.

Nor is this all. It is a sin against the saints, ione of them have any other hope except in liadb
and righteousness of Jesus Christ. Remove theid®aif the atoning blood and you have taken all
away. Our foundation is gone. If you speak thus gfbend the whole generation of godly men. | go fur
ther—work-mongering is a sin against the perfe@sosbove. The doctrine of salvation by works would
silence the hallelujahs of heaven. Hush, you cterss what meaning is there in your song? You are
chanting, “Unto Him that loved us and washed umfour sins in His own blood.” But why do you sing
so? If salvation is by works, your ascriptions odipe are empty flatteries. You ought to sing, ‘@nt
ourselves who kept our garments clean, to us b o ever and ever.” Or at least, “Unto ourselves
whose acts made the Redeemer’s work effectual fo# share of praise.” But a self-lauding note was
never heard in heaven and therefore we feel satethle doctrine of self-justification is not of Gdd
charge you, renounce it as the foe of God and ais. proud system is a sin of deepest dye agdiest t
Well-Beloved. | cannot endure to think of the inswhich it puts upon our dying Lord. If you have
made Christ to live in vain, that is bad enough, touepresent Him as having died in vain! Whatlsha
be said of this? That Christ came to earth for ingtlis a statement most horrible, but that He becam
obedient to the death of the cross without resytirofanity at its worst.

Il. 1 will say no more concerning the nature of thess,dut in the second place proceed to the sol-
emn fact that THESE TWO GREAT CRIMES ARE COMMITTHEY MANY PEOPLE. | am afraid
they are committed by some who hear me this dayel®eryone search himself and see if these accurs-
ed things are not hidden in his heart and if threy k@t him cry unto God for deliverance from them.

Assuredly these crimes are chargeaiiehose who trifle with the gospel. Here is the greatest dis-
covery that was ever made—the most wonderful piédamowledge that ever was revealed and yet you
do not think it worth a thought. You come now ahdrt to hear a sermon, but you hear without heart.
You read the Scriptures occasionally, but you dbsaarch them as for hidden treasure. It is not you
first object in life to thoroughly understand andaktily to receive the gospel which God has pro-
claimed—yet such ought to be the case. What, neydii does your indifference say that the grace of
God is of no great value in your esteem? You dothimik it worth the trouble of prayer, of Bible-
reading, and attention? The death of Christ is ingtho you—a very beautiful fact, no doubt—you
know the story well, but you do not care enoughuatibto wish to be a partaker in its benefits? His
blood may have power to cleanse from sin, but yomat want remission? His death may be the life of
men, but you do not long to live by Him? To be shisg the atoning blood does not strike you as being
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half as important as to carry on your business@béit and acquire a fortune for your family? Bys
trifling with these precious things, you do, asdaryou can, frustrate the grace of God and makistCh
to die in vain.

Another set of people who do this d@hese who have no sense of guilt. Perhaps they are naturally
amiable, civil, honest, and generous people ang tthiek that these natural virtues are all thategd-
ed. We have many such in whom there is much tHavey, but the one thing needful is lacking—they
are not conscious that they ever did anything weryng. They think themselves certainly as good as
others and in some respects rather better. Itgislyiprobable that you are as good as others aed ev
better than others, but still do you not see, mar digend, if | am addressing one such person,ifhyatu
are so good that you are to be saved by your g@sdgeu put the grace of God out of court and niiake
vain? The whole have no need of the physician, tmy that are sick require his skill, and therefir
was needless that Christ should die for such asggause you, in your own opinion, had done nothing
worthy of death. You claim that you have done naghrery bad and yet there is one thing in which you
have grievously transgressed, and | beg you nbo¢tangry when | charge you with it. You are verg ba
because you are so proud as to think yourselfemid, though God has said that there is none right-
eous, no, not one. You tell your God that He ima His Word accuses you and His law condemns you,
but you will not believe Him and actually boasthaiving a righteousness of your own. This is high pr
sumption and arrogant pride and may the Lord pyogefrom it. Will you lay this to heart and remem-
ber that if you have never been guilty of anythetge, this is sin enough to make you mourn betfoge t
Lord day and night? You have, as far as you coylgdur proud opinion of yourself, made void the
grace of God and declared that Christ died in vidide your face for shame and entreat for mercy for
this glaring offense.

Another sort of people may fancy that they shattape, but we must now come home to them.
Those who despair will often cry, “I know | cannot be saved exceptdrace, for | am such a great sin-
ner. But, alas, | am too great a sinner to be savedl. | am too black for Christ to wash out niyss’

Ah, my dear friend, though you know it not, you araking void the grace of God by denying its power
and limiting its might. You doubt the efficacy dfet Redeemer’s blood and the power of the Father’'s
grace. What! The grace of God not able to save®tishe Father of our Lord Jesus able to forgine si
We joyfully sing—

“Who is a pardoning God like Thee?

Or who has grace so rich and free?”
And you say He cannot forgive you and this in #eth of His many promises of mercy? He says, “All
manner of sin and of blasphemy shall be forgiveto unen.” “Come now and let us reason together,
says the Lord: though your sins are as scarley, shall be as white as snow; though they are el li
crimson, they shall be as wool.” You say that tkisiot true. Thus you frustrate the grace of Godl an
you make out that Christ died in vain, at leastyfou, for you say that He cannot cleanse you. Qh sa
not so. Let not your unbelief give the lie to G@h, believe that He is able to save even you axl\fy
at this very moment, to put all your sin away am@dcept you in Christ Jesus. Take heed of despende
cy, for if you do not trust Him, you will make voldis grace.

And those, | think, commit this sin in a large rs@,who make a mingle-mangle of the gospdl. |
mean this—when we preach the gospel we have ordgyp“Sinners, you are guilty. You never can be
anything else but guilty in and of yourselves—idttlsin of yours is pardoned, it must be througlaen
of sovereign grace and not because of anythinginoy that can be done by you. Grace must be given
to you because Jesus died and for no other reasbtha way by which you can have that grace is simp
ly by trusting Christ. By faith in Jesus Christ ysliall obtain full forgiveness.” This is pure gokspé
the man turns round and inquires, “How am | waedrb believe in Christ?” If | tell him that hewsr-
ranted to believe in Christ because he feels awavk within, or because he has holy desires, | have
made a mess of it—I have put something of the mamthe question and marred the glory of grace. My
answer is, “Man, your right to believe in Chrigtdinot in what you are or feel, but in God’s comdhan
to you to believe and in God’s promise which is m&aol every creature under heaven that whosoever
believes in Jesus Christ shall be saved.” Thisurscommission, “Go you into all the world and preac
the gospel to every creature. He that believesisbdptized shall be saved.” If you are a creatwes,
preach that gospel to you. Trust Christ and yousaked. Not because you are a sensible sinner, or a
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penitent sinner, or anything else, but simply beea@od, of His free grace, with no consideration re
dered to Him on your part, but gratis and for noghifreely forgives all your debts for the sakele$us
Christ. Now | have not mangled the gospel—thens wMvith nothing of the creature about it but the
man’s faith and even that is the Holy Spirit’s gifhose who mingle their “ifs,” and “buts,” and ists
upon it, “You must do this and feel that before yoay accept Christ,” frustrate the grace of God in
measure and do damage to the glorious gospel dii¢lssed God.

And so, once more, dbose also who apostatize. Do | speak to any here who were once professors
of religion—who once used to offer prayer in theeasbly—who once walked as saints, but now have
gone back, breaking the Sabbath, forsaking theehofi&od, and living in sin? You, my friend, say by
your course of life, “I had the grace of God, bdblnot care about it. It is worth nothing. | haegected
it, | have given it up. | have made it void. | hayene back to the world.” You do as good as sawidlI
once trust in Jesus Christ, but He is not wortlsting.” You have denied Him—you have sold your
Lord and Master. | will not now go into the questias to whether you ever were sincere, though | be-
lieve you never were, but on your own showing siscljour case. Take heed lest these two terrible
crimes should rest upon you—that you do frustria¢egrace of God and make Christ to be dead in vain.

[Il. On my third point | shall carry with me the deemwaations and the joyful confidences of all
true believers. It is this, that NO TRUE BELIEVERIM. BE GUILTY OF THESE CRIMES. In his
very soul he loathes these infamous sins.

First of all,no believer in Christ can bear to think of frustrating of the grace of God or the making it
void. Come, now, honest hearts, | speak to you. Dotgi in grace alone or do you in some measure
rest in yourselves? Do you even in a small degegeeisld upon your own feelings, your own faithful-
ness, your own repentance? | know you abhor thetheught. You have not even the shadow of a hope
nor the semblance of a confidence in anything yaer &ere, or ever can be, or ever hope to be. You
fling this away as a foul rag full of contagion, isin you would hurl out of the universe if you could
do avow that though | have preached the gospelailitmy heart and glory in it, yet | cast my preiach
away as dross and dung if | think of them as a mploof reliance. And though | have brought many
souls to Christ, blessed be His name, | never ttarene moment put the slightest confidence in that
fact as to my own salvation, for | know that I,esfhaving preached to others, may yet be a castdway
cannot rest in a successful ministry or an edifiedrch, but | repose alone in my Redeemer. Whay| s
of myself | know that each one of you will say famself. Your almsgivings, your prayers, your tears
your suffering persecution, your gifts to the chyrgour earnest work in the Sunday school or else-
where—did you ever think of putting these side iole svith the blood of Christ as your hope? No, you
never dreamed of it. | am sure you never did aednlention of it is utterly loathsome to you, isdt?
Grace, grace, grace is your sole hope.

Moreover, you have not only renounced all confaem works, but you renounce it this day more
heartily than ever you did. The older you are dma&l more holy you become, the less do you think of
trusting in yourself. The more we grow in grace there we grow in love with grace—the more we
search into our hearts and the more we know othtilg law of God, the deeper is our sense of un-
worthiness and consequently the higher is our deligrich, free, unmerited mercy—the free giftthé
royal heart of God. Tell me, does not your heapleithin you when you hear the doctrines of grdce?
know there are some who never felt themselves twirbeers, who shift about as if they were sittimg o
thorns when | am preaching grace and nothing alsgtace—but it is not so with you who are resting
in Christ. “Oh, no,” you say, “ring that bell agaisir! Ring that bell again. There is no music like
Touch that string again, it is our favorite notéd/hen you get down in spirits and depressed, what so
of book do you like to read? Is it not a book abitngt grace of God? What do you turn to in the Scrip
tures? Do you not turn to the promises made taythiky, the ungodly, the sinner, and do you notlfin
that only in the grace of God and only at the fobothe cross is there any rest for you? | knovg iso.
Then you can rise up and say with Paul, “I do nastfate the grace of God. Some may, if they lie,
God forbid that | should ever make it void, forsitall my salvation and all my desire.”

The true believer is also free from the seconther-he does not make Christ to be dead in vain.

No, no, no. He trusts in the death of Christ. Heshis sole and entire reliance upon the greattButes
who loved and lived and died for him. He does raovedo associate with the bleeding sacrifice hisr po
bleeding heart, or his prayers, or his sanctiftegtor anything else. “None but Christ, none buti€tfi
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is his soul’s cry. He detests every proposal to amything of ceremony or of legal action with tie- f
ished work of Jesus Christ. The longer we liveust, dear brethren, the more we see the gloryanf G
in the face of Jesus Christ. We are struck withiggtion at the wisdom of the way by which a substi-
tute was introduced—that God might smite sin artcspare the sinner—we are lost in admiration at the
matchless love of God, that He spared not His oam ®/e are filled with reverent adoration at theelo

of Christ, that when He knew the price of pardors Was blood, His pity never withdrew. What is more,
we not only joy in Christ, but we feel an incregsoneness with Him. We did not know it at firstt bu
we know it now, that we were crucified with Himathwe were buried with Him, that we rose again
with Him. We are not going to have Moses for amube Aaron for a priest, for Jesus is both Kinglan
Priest to us. Christ is in us and we are in Clanmgt we are complete in Him and nothing can bedtder

as an aid to the blood and righteousness of Jelstst ©ur Lord. We are one with Him and being one
with Him we realize more every day that He did dg in vain. His death has bought us real life. His
death has already set us free from the bondage aihsl has even now brought us deliverance from the
fear of eternal wrath. His death has bought usatdife, has bought us sonship, and all the bhessi
that go with it which the Fatherhood of God takasedo bestow. The death of Christ has shut thesgat
of hell for us and opened the gates of heaven.dBla¢h of Christ has worked for us mercies, noowisi
ary or imaginary, but real and true—which this velgy we do enjoy and so we are in no danger of
thinking that Christ died in vain.

It is our joy to hold two great principles whictwlll leave with you, hoping that you will suck mar
row and fatness out of them. These are the twcciptes. The grace of God cannot be frustrated and
Jesus Christ died not in vain. These two principldsnk lie at the bottom of all sound doctrinkhe
grace of God cannot be frustrated after all. Its eternal purpose will be fulfilled, its saa# and seal
shall be effectual—the chosen ones of grace sleabirbught to glory. There shall be no failuresas t
God’s plan in any point whatever. At the last, wiadinshall be summed up, it shall be seen thategrac
reigned through righteousness unto eternal life wedtop stone shall be brought out with shouts of,
“Grace, grace unto it.” And as grace cannot betfabsd, soChrist did not die in vain. Some seem to
think that there were purposes in Christ’'s hearictwiwill never be accomplished. We have not so
learned Christ. What He died to do shall be donesséhHe bought, He will have—those He redeemed
shall be free. There shall be no failure of rewfardChrist's wondrous work. He shall see of thev&ih
of His soul and shall be satisfied. On these twoqggles | throw back my soul to rest. BelievingHims
grace that grace shall never fail me. “My gracsuficient for you,” says the Lord and so shalbé.
Believing in Jesus Christ, His death must saveltr@annot be, O Calvary, that you should fail. GlGe
semane, that your bloody sweat should be in vadinodgh divine grace, resting in our Savior’s prasio
blood, we must be saved. Joy and rejoice with nteganyour way to tell it out to others. God blessy
in so doing, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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