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“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said,thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thdbu have
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and kaevealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, foitso
seemed good in Your sight. All things are delivetedvie of My Father: and no man knows who the S i
but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Saamd he to whom the Son will reveal Him.”
Luke 10:21, 22.

LAST Lord’s-Day morning we considered the lamemiasi of Jesug#1570 —The Lamentations of
Jesus.] We will now turn our thoughts to the joys of Jedtiss remarkable that this is the only instance
on record in the gospels in which our Lord is gaithavergoiced. It stands alone, and is, therefore, the
more to be prized—"In that hour Jesus rejoicedpmits’ He was the “man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief” for our sakes, and therefore we are astbnished to find few indications of joy in thery
of His life. Yet | do not think it would be fair tmfer from the fact of a solitary mention of Higjeicing
that He did not rejoice at other times. On the @yt our Lord must, despite His sorrow, have pos-
sessed a peaceful, happy spirit. He was infinibelgevolent, and went about doing good—and benevo-
lence always finds a quiet delight in blessing cth&he joy of the lame when they leaped, and ef th
blind when they saw must have gladdened the sodksfis. To cause happiness to others must bring
home to a sympathetic bosom some degree of pleaSurehilip Sydney was known to say, “Doing
good is the only certainly happy action of a mdr&” and assuredly it is hard to see how the lo¥e
Jesus could refrain from rejoicing in blessing thasound Him.

Moreover, our Lord was so pure that He had a wafejby within which could not fail Him. If it is,
indeed, true that virtue is true happiness, thenslef Nazareth was happy. The poet-said

“What nothing earthly gives, or can destroy,

The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy,

Is virtue’s prize.”
Such calm and joy must have been the Savior’'sgoior our sake, He bowed beneath the heavy load
of sorrow. The perfectly holy God is the perfedigppy God, and the perfectly holy Christ, had it no
been that He had taken upon Himself our griefs fickhesses, would have been perfectly happy. And
even with our griefs and sicknesses there must haee a deep peace of soul within Him which sus-
tained Him in His deepest woe. Did not the Fathtmself, say of His beloved Son, “You love right-
eousness, and hate wickedness: therefore God, @odr has anointed You with the oil of gladness
above Your fellows™?

Nor is this all, for our blessed Lord lived in uoken fellowship with the Father, and fellowship
with God will not permit a soul to abide in darkader, walking with God, He walks in the light apd
is in the light. Such a mind may, for certain pusg®, come under clouds and glooms, but the light of
God is sown for the righteous, and it will speedihgak forth as the dawn of day. Those nights afpr
er, and days of perfect service must have brouggit bwn calm to the tried heart of the Son of God.

Besides, Christ Jesus was a man of faith—He wtsgdighest exposition and example. He is “the
author and the finisher of faith,” in whom we selife, walk, and triumph. Our Lord was the incarn
tion of perfect confidence in the Father—in Hig ldll the histories of great believers are sumnyed u
Read the 1 chapter of Hebrews, and see the great cloud afesstes, and then mark how, in th& 12
chapter, Paul bids us look to Jesus as thoughdgrpetison the whole multitude of the witnesses cbald
seen! He it was, who, “for the joy that was setbefHim endured the cross, despising the shama.” Hi
faith must, therefore, have anticipated the revediddis passion, and have brought the joy there htame
Him even while He sorrowed here. His joy was atliypm the lamps of the future which were to be
kindled by His death and victory! He had meat totkat His disciples knew not of, for His long-sigti
eyes saw further than they, and whitey mourned His departure, He saw the expediency ahd told
them that if they loved Him they would rejoice besa He was going to the Father! Be sure of that, th
our Lord felt, beneath the great floods of outwaifftiction, an under-current of joy, for He said;Hese
things have | spoken unto you, that My joy mighthagn in you, and that your joy might be full.” What
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did He mean by this if He had no joy in His peop&iuld He have spoken so many happy words, and
so often have said to His disciples, “Be of goodesti if He had been always downcast?

But it is still remarkable that our text should the only recorded instance of His joy, so farhes t
evangelists are concerned. It is clear that joy m@sa distinguishing feature in our Lord’s life @ to
strike the beholder. Peace may have sat serendlysonrow, but nothing of the exuberant spirits evhi
are seen in some men, for His countenance was dnaitie lines of care and grief. We do not hear that
He laughed, though it is thrice recorded that H@twand here, for once, as quite unique, we fired th
inspired assurance that He rejoiced. Because siritgilarity, the record deserves to be looked with
care that we may see the cause of delight so uhusua

The words here used are very emphatic. “He rejoicEhe Greek word is much stronger than the
English rendering—it signifies “to leap for joy.t is the word of the blessed Virgin's song, “My r#pi
has rejoiced in God my Savior.” Strong emotiongl@fght were visible upon our Lord’s face, and were
expressed by the tones of His voice as well asibydrds. It is clear that He was greatly glad. Tde
also says, He “rejoiced in spirit,” that is, deepwth in the very center of His nature—in that latgesd
most capacious part of His human being, the Redeegjaced! Man is body, soul, and spirit, but the
spirit is the nobler, and most vital part, and @sawith a spiritual, inward, and most living joyattthe
Lord Jesus Christ rejoiced. It was joy of the ttueesd fullest sort which made the Savior's heartog
Let us come, then, near to this rejoicing Saviopwitaps the garments of praise about Him, perfumed
with delight! Let us see if we cannot learn somaghirom His joys, since, | trust, we gathered some-
thing from His griefs.

|. First, let us look at our Lord, and note that Hig yvas JOY IN THE FATHER'S REVELATION
OF THE GOSPEL. “I thank You, O Father, that You édnd these things from the wise and prudent,
and have revealed them unto babes.” He rejoicéisiather’s revelation of the gospel! It was rat |
in the fame which had gathered about His name insbnthat John heard of it in prison. It was not joy
in the manifest tokens of power that went forthhwtis commissioners, though they rejoiced thatldevi
were subject unto them. No, it was joy in God’seaing the gospel to the sons of men!

| call your attention to the fact that He ascriladidhat was done to tHeather, and rejoiced that the
Father was working with Him. His disciples camelb#sm Him and said, “Even the devils are subject
unto us through Your name.” And they spoke not amisr the name of Jesus was their strength and
deserved honor. But the Lord, with that sacred-affegation which was so natural to Him, replig¢s, “
thank You, O Father, that You have revealed theisgs.” He takes no honor unto Himself, but as@ibe
the glory unto the Father who worked with Him. laté Him, O you who call Him Lord! Let the work
of the Father be your joy! If God gives us any ®sscin the preaching of the gospel, let our joyhia
the Father’s power is going forth with the word! \Af® not so much to joy in our instrumentality @s i
the hand which uses the instrument, and works.l®Hht misery! Misery! To be attempting gospel min-
istry without God! But oh, bliss, unspeakable btsdeel that when we lift our hand, God’s handifts
ed, too, and when we speak the word, the voiceaaf 6 ringing through our feeble speech, and reach-
ing the hearts of men! It is to true believers eagjoy that the Father is bringing home His waimdger
children, and receiving penitents into His bosom!

The Savior’s joy was that through the Father'scgranen were being enlightened. The 70 disciples
had been from city to city, working miracles, améarhing the gospel, and their Master was glad when
they returned with tidings of success—*“In that hdasus rejoiced in spirit.” It pleases Jesus when t
gospel has free course, and God is glorified ther&€hen, in a measure, He sees of the travail sf Hi
soul and is filled with satisfaction. Shall we fioid our joy where He finds His? Shall we not eriteo
the joy of our Lord? Whenever we hear good news waflage evangelized, of a township moved by the
glad tidings, of a country long shut up from thesggel at last opened to the word of God, let us deel
highest and deepest joy! Rather let us rejoicdim than in business prosperity, or personal acggnt
What if we can find no joy in our own circumstarizé&¥hat if even spiritual affairs within our soukar
full of difficulty? Let us joy and rejoice that Gdtle Father is revealing the light of His gospelbam
the sons of men! Be this our highest wish, “Yourgdom come,” and in that coming kingdom let us
find our utmost happiness! Be sure that the joycwhwvarmed the heart of Christ can do us no harm—it
must be a pure, sacred, and ennobling joy, anéfibrer let us indulge in it very largely! Christizyjlay
in the Father’s sending forth His light and Histlre-making men to see things which prophets and
kings had desired to behold, but had not been &l/to see. Jesus rejoiced in this, that the blgssh
divine grace were being revealed by the Father!

Further, our Savior’s joy lay very much in thisat this revelation to men was being made through
such humble instruments. We read that, “He liftpdHis eyes on His disciples, and said, Blessedobe y
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poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.” There was among the 12 or the 70, one person of any social
status. They were the common people of the fiettithe sea. In later years Paul was raised up—a man
richly endowed in learning, whose great abilitierevused by the Lord—but the first ministers ofigthr
were a band of fishermen and countrymen, altogethknown in the schools of learning, and regarded
as “unlearned and ignorant men.” The grandestrethd world’s history was ushered in by nobodies!
By persons who, like their leader, were despisetirajected of men! To any one of them it might have
been said, “For you see your calling, brethren, hioat not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hasehdhe foolish things of the world to confound the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of thé&viorconfound the things which are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things which are des) has God chosen, yes, and things which are not
to bring to nothing things that are: that no fleklould glory in His presence.”

Observe carefully that the persons whom our Lad heen employing were not only obscure in
origin, but they were of a low degree sgiritual understanding. They were, in fact, babes in gesce
well as worldly wisdom! Their joy, when they camack to tell what had been done, was evidently
childish as well as gracious. They rejoiced in tfeeiccess as children do in their little achievetsien
But their Lord was thankful because He saw the dpmrtedness, and the simplicity of their character
in the gladsome way in which they cried, “Lord, evbe devils are subject to us through Your name.”
And He thanked God that by such babes as thedechildren, such true-heartechildren, and yet such
merechildren, He was pleased to make known His word among the sbmen! Rest you sure that our
Lord, even at this day, finds a delight in the weads of the instruments He uses—

“He takes the fool, and makes him know

The mysteries of His grace;

To bring aspiring wisdom low,

And all its pride abase.”
Not you, you scribes who have counted every letténe Old Testament, does He elect to be fillethwi
the Spirit! Not you, you Pharisees who so aboundutward religion, does He choose to spread the in-
ward life and light! Not you, you Sadducees who aeesed in skeptical philosophy, and boast your
cleverness, does He call to preach His gospeldgtor! He has taken to be the heralds of His glory
men from the Sea of Galilee whom you despise—sithplated men ready to learn—and then as ready
to proclaim, again, the message of salvation! Gardlwas by no means displeased with the absence of
culture and learning in His followers, for the cu# and learning of the period were utter vanitg H
was glad to see that they did not pretend to wisdomastuteness, but came to Him in all simplicty t
accept His teaching because they believed Him thd&on of God. Jesus rejoiced in spirit abowt thi

And yet, further, His great joy was that the catsevere of such a character as they were. “You
have hid these things from the wise and prudermt,h@ve revealed them unto babes.” It is true that c
tain persons sneeringly asked, “Have any of thersubr of the Pharisees believed in Him?” Thereswer
some who thought little of Jesus because those wih@y imagined to be learned men had not ex-
pressed their approval of His cause. Our Lord, lelm&ad no concern in that direction, but called t
Pharisees blind, and the scribes hypocrites, as desuredly were! Other voices may have inquired,
“Who are these that follow Jesus? Of what classHéseconverts?” The answer would have been, “They
are rustics, fishermen, and common people withe laed there, a woman of substance, and a man of
means. The bulk of them are the poor to whom, tier first time, the gospel is preached. Such have
gathered to Christ, and received His word.” Somenesaid that a parcel of boys and girls were in the
streets crying, “Hosanna,” and this showed how comptace the Preacher was. At this day | have
heard the Lord’s people spoken of as a poor speople of no position—a lot of persons whose names
will never be known—a mere assembly of Jack, Tomrryy Mary, Susan, and the rest. This was the
very thing to which Jesus refers with thankfulndds!was glad that He was surrounded by unsophisti-
cated, childlike natures, rather than by Phariseelsscribes who, even if they are converted, ame tsu
bring some of their old manners with them.

He was glad that the Father had revealed His kgl His salvation to those who were lowly and
humble, who, though poor in this world, were “richfaith, giving glory to God.” Thus you see thhet
very fact which certain very superior people flingour teeth as a disgrace, was to our Savior gesub
of joy! | have heard foolish ones sneer at certéiarches which are earnest for the truth of Goafby
fectedly asking, “Who are they? A mob of commongleptradesmen or working men and the like. Are
there any of the aristocracy among them? Do yod &iny of the highly intellectual in their ranks?”
What if we do not? We shall not, therefore, sorrbwut, join with Jesus in saying, “We thank You, G Fa
ther, that You have hid these things from the vaed prudent, and have revealed them unto babes.”
Christ found Himself at home among those open-bdditlks that gathered around Him, for He was,
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Himself, a child-man, who wore His heart upon Heese, boasting of no wisdom though He was wis-
dom itself! Our Lord never sought Himself, as thisevand prudent of His age did. He was meek and
lowly in heart, and, therefore, found Himself am@among a people who were willing to receive His
teaching, and eager to proclaim it, again, to theuntrymen. And so He blessed and praised God that
such were chosen! Oh, friends, it is not that Ghwisuld not have the greatest come to Him! It i$ no
that Christ would not have the learned come to Hamtl so it is that His greatest joy is that thosene
who, whatever the greatness or the littlenessaif tharning, are childlike ispirit, and, like babes, are
willing to learn and prepared to receive what Hallsteach them! He was glad to receive persons with
lowly notions of their own intelligence and a supeebelief in the veracity of their great Teacher.

If those who are reckoned to be learned, profesine to Christ, they are generally a trial to the
church. All the merely human learning that has exsne unto the church has, as a rule, been mischie-
vous to it—and it always needs great grace to kiegpits right place. At first came the Gnostic#tw
their philosophy, and into what perils they draggieel church of God, | cannot stop to tell you! Then
arose others out of whose wisdom grew Arianism, #wedchurch was well-near withered to her very
heart by that deadly form of heresy! The schoolahérfor her much the same, and to this day whenever
any of the would-be-thought-wise men meddle wiligien, they tell us that the plain word of God, as
we read it, must be interpreted by modern thousind, that it bears another meaning which only the cu
tured can possibly comprehend. When philosophydesdahe domain of revelation, it ends in perverting
the gospel, and in bringing in “another gospel Wh not another.” It is with human wisdom as it is
with human riches—how difficult shall they that leai enter into the kingdom of God! True wisdom is
another thing—that is a gift which comes from ahoaed causes no puffing up of the heart, for it
adores the God from whom it came! The wisdom wisctiue and real, the Lord is prepared to give to
those who confess their ignorance—to those who lv@lbabes in His sight. It is not ignorance which
God loves, butonceit that Hehates! Knowledge is good, but the affectation of it \&leO for more
true wisdom! May God give us much of it, and maysth who are babes, as yet, come to be men of full
stature in Christ Jesus! Yet forget not your Lofdgin the character of His converts, but rementher
lines in which the poet of the sanctuary paraplzrase text—

“Jesus, the man of constant grief,

A mourner all His days,

His Spirit once rejoiced aloud,

And turned His joy to praise.
Father, | thank Your wondrous love,
That has revealed Your Son

To men unlearned, and to babes
Has made Your gospel known.

The mysteries of redeeming grace
Are hidden from the wise,

While pride and carnal reasoning join
To swell and blind their eyes.”

Our Lord’s joy sprang from one other source, namklg view of the manner in which God was
pleased to save His people. It was by revealingettiieings to them. There is, then, to every man iwho
saved, a revelation, not of anything over and alvavat is given us in the word of God, but of thamng
truth of God to himselfpersonally, and withpower. In the word of God is the light of God, but winst
needed is that each man’s eyes should be open#telinger of God to see it! Truth in the Scripsre
will never save till it becomes the truth of Godtlire heart—it must be “revealed” unto the most unprej-
udiced and true-hearted. Even men of childlikeitspand receptive natures will not see the trutless
it is especially revealed to them. There must g of the Father through the Holy Spirit uponteac
intellect and mind before it can perceive the troftlGod as it is in Jesus. Therefore, when unregeae
men tell us that they cannot see the beauty ofjtispel, we are not at all astonished—we never thtoug
they could! And likewise with boastful men of “cuite,” for we knew that they would say so! Blind
men are little pleased with color, and deaf mee tittte for music.

Human wisdom cannot make a man without eyes sekgift of God! What do you know about the
gospel, oh you blinded wise men? What judges canbgoof the light of revelation who seal up your
eyes with the mud of your own cleverness, and #agnyou cannot see? Christ never intended that you
should! He will only reveal Himself as He pleasaisd He has pleased to do this to another kind iof pe
sons from what you are. Oh, you that are wise ryawn conceit, the gate of true wisdom is barred
against you! You cannot, by searching, discover,God when He graciously reveals Himself you re-
fuse to see Him, and therefore, it is just that gbould perish in the dark! Well do you deserve thi
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judgment. Let justice be done! That God had beemagad to reveal Himself to many through the
preaching of the 70 was a great joy to Jesus, @indsl also rejoice whenever God reveals Himself to
men! Let us be glad when one who is simple in hisarhade a child by divine grace through being
born-again. Let us, furthermore, rejoice whenewaversion is worked by instruments that cannot pos-
sibly claim the glory of it. Let us praise and ld&Sod that salvation is His own work from firstl&st!
Come, all you who love the Father, and say withgteat Firstborn, “I thank You, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that You have hid these thimgs the wise and prudent, and have revealed them un-
to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed go¥dum sight.”

II. I have thus tried, as far as | am able, to expllaegncause of the Savior’s joy. | would now call
your attention to HIS MODE OF EXPRESSING THAT JOY.

| have noticed some kind of joy in conversions ekhhas not been wise in its expression, but has
savored of glorying in the flesh. “Oh, we have laadonderful time, we have had a blessed season! We
have been visited by those dear men, and we harteedxourselves in downright earnest to get up are
vival. We have done wonders.” Such talk will not #lear how the Savior speaks. His joy finds tongue
in thanksgiving—"I thank You, O Father.” He ascribes the work lbe tather, and then renders all the
praise to Him. This is the eloquence of joy—"I thariou, O Father.” Brothers and sisters, whenever
you are happy, sing hymns of thanksgiving! “Is amgrry? Let him sing Psalms.” The most fit language
for joy, whether it is on earth or in heaven, is@tiion and thanksgiving to God! Blessed be theenam
the Lord that we are gladdened in the harvest él@hristian work, for it is He that gives seedte
sower, and causes the word to spring up and bairt fruit a hundred-fold.

Our Lord found expression for His joy in declarithg Father’s sovereignty. “I thank You, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth.” Some shrink back fromitiea of God as Lord of all things above and be-
low. To them the free will of man seems the grdatésll facts, and lest there should be the shkght
intrusion upon man’s domain, they would have Gadtéd as to His absolute power. To magnify man
they would minimize God! You will hear them talkimgainst those of us who magnify divine sover-
eignty, and imputing to us the notion of a certibitrariness in God, although such a thought leagmn
entered our minds! Jehovah, who gives no accouhlisomatters, but orders all things according ® th
good pleasure of His will, is never arbitrary, wstjuor tyrannical—and yet He is absolute and uncon-
trolled—a sovereign who reigns by His own self-ti$ power. He is, Himself, the source and oridin o
all law. He can be trusted with absolute sovergidpgicause He is infinite love and infinite goodnéss
will go the utmost length as to the absolute sua@nof God and His right to do as He wills, andeesp
cially to do as He wills with His own, which gospgiace most certainly is. He will have mercy on
whom He will have mercy, and He will have compassia whom He will have compassion, and none
can stay His hand or say unto Him, “What are Young®’ When Christ was most glad He expressed
that gladness by ascribing unto God an infiniteeseignty, and shall that truth of God be gloomys@

No, rather we will, each one, view the work of tether’s grace, and cry, “I thank You, O Father bnd
thank You all the more because | know that Youlan& of heaven and earth!”

If I am addressing any who quarrel with the doetrof the sovereignty of God, | would advise them
to cease their rebellion, for “the Lord reigns."tltkem at least go as far as the Psalm, “Let tluplpe
tremble” even if they cannot go a little furthendasing, “The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoics; the
multitude of isles be glad thereof.” Power and rarde best in the hands of the great Jehovah whayalw
links together, in His own single character botthéahood and sovereignty. “l thank You, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth.” Dismiss from your miatlscaricatures of the doctrine, and receive iit$n
purest form—*“the Lord is king forever and ever. ldijah!” Your joy, if it is deeply spiritual andevy
great, will never find room enough for the sweept®Atlantic waves till you delight yourself ineéhab-
solute supremacy of God. The deep groundswell bflaewithin the Redeemer’s soul could find no
grander space over which it could expand its féhee the unlimited power and dominion of the Lord
of heaven and earth—whose key it is which openshats the kingdom of heaven—whose word it is
which hides or reveals the things of eternity!

Our Lord delighted in the special act of sovergignhich was before Him, that the Lord had “hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and haghted them unto babes.” He communed with God in
it! He took pleasure in it, and said, “Even so,hea for so it seemed good in Your sight.” His &ias
it were, went with the Father’'s voice. He agreethwhe Father’'s choice, He rejoiced in it, He tri-
umphed in it! The will of the Father was the wifl Ghrist, and He had fellowship with the Father in
every act of His sovereign choice, yes, He maghi@ed for it in His inmost spirit! He says, “Eveo, s
Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight,” fax khew that what seems good to God must be good.
Some things seem good to us which are evil—butwiath seems good to God is good! Jesus praises
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God about it for no other reason than it is Godisdypleasure that it should be so. Oh, what a sfate
heart it will be for you and me to get into when ga&n express our highest joy by a perfect acqunesce

in the will of God, whatever that will may be! Seere, brothers and sisters, the road to contentment, to
peace, to happiness, yes, heavenly life this sideeograve! If you ever come to feel that whatagkes
God pleases you, you will be glad, even, in aiftictand tribulation! If your heart is ever schooled
down to accept as your will that which is God’slyénd to believe anything to be good because God
thinks it good, then you may go through the resyair days singing and waiting till your Lord takes
you to His bosom! Soon will you rise to the pladeene all the singers meet, and sing forever untd Go
and the Lamb—all self and rebellion being forevanibhed. Herein, then, Christ found a channel for
His joy—in thanksgiving, in magnifying the divin@ereignty, in having communion with it, and in
delighting in it!

[11. Thirdly and briefly, 1 want you to see OUR LORD'SXELANATION OF THE FATHER'S
ACT. The Father had been pleased to hide thesgsttirom the wise and prudent, and to reveal them
unto babes. And Jesus Christ is perfectly satisfigd that order of things, quite content with tkiad
of converts He has, and the kind of preachersGloat had given Him.

For, first, the Lord Jesus does not need presRgaed the 2¥ verse—“All things are delivered to
Me of My Father.” A mere pretender, when he bedmgrophesy and set himself up for a religious
leader—how pleased he is when some learned dogtmrses his claims! If some man of wealth and
station comes to his side, how he plumes himsél& $avior of our souls sought no such aids. The ver
dict of the world’s literary intelligentsia couldtmake His word more truthful than it is, nor momn-
vincing, for its power lies in the Spirit which meads it. If great men say “Yes,” they will not makés
doctrine surer! Nor will they make it less truthflithey all say, “No.” Prestige for Christ? It das-
phemy to think of such a thing! “All things,” Heysa “are delivered to Me of My Father.” High prigst
and leaders of religion denounce Him, but all teiage delivered to Him of His Father! The Sanhedrim
determines to put Him down, but all things aredsd to Him of the Father! The learned deride His
claims to be the Messiah! What does it matter taSth The Father has committed all things into His
hands! He stands alone, and asks for no alliesoWis power, unborrowed and unaided, is quite suffi-
cient for His purposes. Do you think, brothers arstlers, that we are going to stop our preachintef
gospel until we shall have the so-called “cultund antellect” of the age upon our side to sayjsleven
s0”? Not we! But rather do we believe God in thetheof the wiseacres, and say, “Let God be trué, an
every man a liar!” Jesus needs no imprimatur fr@mokars, no patronage from princes, no apologies
from orators! The pomp and power, and wisdom amthitlg of the world were not with Him, and He
thanks God that He is not encumbered with such tfidugpain, but that this truth has been revealed to
those who are not wise in their own eyes, nor ligeht in their own esteem, but, like children, luaidy
to learn from God, and glad to believe all thatreleeals!

See how the Lord explains it further, by showihgtthuman wisdom cannot discover God. “No man
knows who the Son is but the Father, and who thiegFas but the Son.” No man, though he is a master
in Israel' Men of science may puzzle their braissd with great ingenuity they may try to thread the
intricacies of the unknown, but they must err frima truth if they refuse the revelation of God! Bac
thing as natural religion, spontaneously born ohimantellect, does not exist. “Oh,” you say, “syre
there ismuch of it!” | say that whatever isruly religious in it was borrowed from revelation, amals
been handed down by tradition! Talk of comparateleggions—there is but one, and the other pretend-
ers have stolen certain of its clothes. Men se&auit, much of God in nature, but they would retén
done so had there been no revelation. First cambgit through revelation, and then, afterwardsew
men saw it reflected from various objects, theyadred that the light came out of the reflectors! Men
hear something of revealed truth, and when thewughts run in that line, that which they have haard
awakened in their minds and they thihkmselves the inventors! God is not known except as He risvea
Himself, nor can He be discovered by human inggh@arnal wit and thought tend not that way, but
tend from God unto blackest darkness. God is ONaYe¢ known THROUGH CHRIST, so the text
says—"“No man knows who the Father is but the Sod,lee to whom the Son will reveal Him.” As the
light, after God had created it, was lodged ingbg, so is all knowledge of God treasured up insthr
as the Sun of righteousness. He it is that in Hifrtsas light, the light that lightens every manttha
comes into the world, if he is lightened at all. Wiast receive Christ or abide in darkness! Yes,tard
light which is in Christ is not perceptible by aman except by revelation. What does the text say?—
“No man knows who the Son is, but the Father; ahd e Father is, but the Son and he to whom the
Son will reveal Him.” There must bespecial and distinct revelation of Christ, and of the featby
Christ to each man, or else he will remain in htiesk to the day of his death.
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The power, then, which lies in merdlyman wisdom is a force which often hinders men from eom
ing under the influence of revelation. Only by res@n can they know, and by a revelation persgnall
receive. But the man is so wise that he does nat teabe taught—he can find it out for himself. Mie
himself to an infallible book or an infallible spit Not he! Well, then, because of his very wisddma,
becomes incapable of learning! Truth to tell, wisahuman wisdom? The supposed wisdom of man is
folly—that is the short for it all. They write adtory, sometimes, of religious thought, and ofwhgous
phases through which Christianity has gone, anthnthey ground remarks! But | should like some-
body to write a truthful history of philosophy. Thestory of philosophy is a record of the insarsitcd
mankind—a catalog of lunacies! You shall see omeegaion of philosophers busily engaged in refuting
those that went before them, and doing it very wetleed! But what will the next generation do? \Why
refute this one! The philosophies that were curd@ years ago are all exploded, now, and all the
teachings of today, except such as are clear matfefact, will be exploded before | go down to my
grave if | live to be gray-headed! There is nohdgsopher now living that can be sure but whatehs
some other fact to yet be discovered which willaipsvery hypothesis that he has sent forth into the
world! Philosophers who conceitedly glory over beérs in revelation are fools, for they know noghin
with certainty, and absolute certainty appertainky ¢o divine revelation! In those who pretend tsw
dom apart from God, folly abounds. There is notlighthem, nor in any man except that which comes
from the Spirit of God. That wisdom which sets litagp apart from God is atheism, because God
knows, and He says to man, “I will teach you. Ilwéveal Myself to you by My Son.” But that wisdom
says, “We do not want to be taught—we know by duese” Then you are a rival to God! You pretend
to be superior to God since you are not willinde@arn of Him, but will rather trust yourself. THislly,
and this atheism are the reasons why God hidesnitid from the wise and the clever—they reject
Him, and therefore He gives them over to a judiblaldness, and Christ thanks Him that He doesit for
is but justice that He should do so.

When the Lord is pleased to give to any man altkd spirit, then is he on the road to knowledge.
This is true even in science, itself. The secrétsature will never be revealed to the man whodwels
that he already knows them. Nature herself doeseamh the man who comes to her with prejudice. A
man who thinks he knows beforehand, sits downudyshature, and what does he generally discover?
Well, he learnedly dreams of a universal solventhat the baser metals can be transmuted intq gold
that there is a perpetual motion. Those, you segy/tlangs philosophers believed years ago. Yes, but
their theories of today are just as stupid, andsthence of today will be the jest of the next ceylt The
greatest absurdities have been the pets of phigsfmp hundreds of years, and why was it that men d
not know better? Because they did not go to nanckask her to teach them what eg—they made
an hypothesis, and then they went to nature tcefoer to prove it, as they do now. They start with
prejudgment of what they would like to be, and theke facts and twist them round into their system,
and so they blind themselves by their own wisdonellV¥f it is so in nature, and | am sure it isisitcer-
tainly more so in grace, for when a man comeséaontbrd of God and says, “Nowknow theology be-
forehand. | do not come here to find my creed s Blible, and learn it like a child, but | come tort
texts about, and make them fit into my system.” Mred will blind himself, and will be a fool, antis
riggt he should be blinded, for has he not doné whbfully which must of necessity lead to such an
end?

Brethren, simple teachableness is the first esddat the reception of a revelation from God, ahd
you have it today, if you are seeking after thehtrof God, if you are crying after her, and if yare
willing that God should reveal her to you—if yoteanxious that He should reveal His truth to you in
Christ—you are the sort of person upon whom Godawereignty looks with divine favor, and unto
such as you will He reveal Himself! What is needgeéhith, a childlike, receptive faith—not faith a
pope, not faith in a man, not faith in an old ekshled creed, but faith in God! Oh, my hearer,atiare
willing to learn of Him, you shall not be left ursitnucted!

Now a lesson or two and | have done. The firsdsdago be learned is this. If great men, if eminent
men, if so-called learned men are not convertechatde cast down about it—it is not likely theylwi
be. In the next place, if many converts are obspersons, persons without note or name, do not be a
all disgusted with that fact. Who are you that ghwuld be? Who are you that you should despise any
upon whom God has looked in favor? Rather rejoiagedingly with your Lord that God has chosen
the despised, and you with them!

Next, learn that the sovereignty of God is alwaysrcised in such a way that the pure in heart may
always rejoice in it. God never did a sovereignthat the loving Christ, Himself, could not rejoice
Be you content, therefore, to leave everythindhmltands of God that you do not understand, and whe
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His way is in the sea, be quite as glad as whenudisis in the sanctuary! When His footsteps are no
known, feel that they are quite as righteous, amtecas holy as when you can perceive the path in
which He moves.

The ultimate honor of the gospel is secured untd @&one—Ilet that be our last lesson. When the
wind-up of all things shall come, there shall behonor to any otis, nor would we desire it. But out of
it all, out of the choice of each one, and outhaf tevelation made to each one, will come up, pligd
into a thousand thunders, the voice as of Chrigfi;mwhole mystical body, “I thank You, O Father.”
This shall be the song of heaven concerning thdevimatter—as well concerning the lost as the saved.
“I thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earffhére shall be no quibbling among the pure in heart
nor questions among the perfected spirits, butmingle family reviewing the whole of the Father’'svgo
ernment—the hiding as well as the revealing, shtalhe last say, Christ leading the utterance—dhih
You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Yaxehid these things from the wise and prudent, and
have revealed them unto babes.”

Brothers and sisters, let us learn our need aragmal revelation! Let us seek it if we have nett y
received it! With a childlike spirit let us seekint Christ, for only He can reveal the Father tb Aisd
when we have it, let it be our joy that we see Hawealing it to others, and let this be our prayeaf
the God of Jacob would yet bring others unto Chwist shall rejoice in the light of God that has mad
glad our eyes! The Lord be with you. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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