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“For the preaching of the cross is to them that e foolishness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18.

NOTE well that in the 17 verse Paul had renounced the “wisdom of words.’skigs that he was
sent to “preach the gospel, not with wisdom of vepldst the cross of Christ should be made of no ef
fect.” It is very clear, therefore, that there is éxcellence, elegance and eloquence of languagd wh
would deprive the gospel of its due effect. | haeger yet heard that the cross of Christ was méade o
effect by great plainness of speech, nor even lggedness of language—but it is the, “wisdom of
words,” which is said to have this destroying paw@h, dreadful wisdom of words! God grant that we
may be delivered from making attempts at it, for ought earnestly to shun anything and everything
which can be as mischievous in its influence amnasie the cross of Christ of no effect. The “wisdaim
words” works evil at times by veiling the truths @bd which ought to be set forth in the clearesispo
ble manner. The doctrine of atonement by bloodctvie the essence of the preaching of the cross, is
objectionable to many minds and, therefore, cenpagachers take care not to state it too plaiffy-
dently, asthey call it—craftily, as theApostle Paul would call it—they tone down the objectionable-fea
tures of the great sacrifice, hoping by pretty pegato somewhat remove the “offense of the cross.”
Proud minds object to substitution, which is theyvedge of the doctrine and, therefore, theories ar
adopted which leave out the idea of laying sin ugfen Savior and making Him to be a curse for us.
Self-sacrifice is set forth as possessing a highpib influence by which we are stimulated to self-
salvation, but the Lord’s suffering as the Justtfa unjust is not mentioned! The cross, in suchse,
is not at all the cross by which self-condemneaais can be comforted and the hardened can be sub-
dued, but quite another matter.

Those who thus veil an unwelcome truth of God imagdhat they make disciples, whereas they are
only paying homage to unbelief and comforting methieir rejection of the divine propitiation fomnsi
Whatever the preacher may mean in his heart, Hdiguilty of the blood of souls if he does naast
ly proclaim a real sacrifice for sin. Too often thhagsdom of words” explains the gospel away. Iptss-
sible to refine a doctrine till the very soul ofstgone. You may draw such nice distinctions thattrue
meaning is filtered away. Certain divines tell bhattthey must adapt the truth of God to the advaifice
the age, which means that they must murder it lngl its dead body to the dogs! It is asserted that
advanced philosophy of the i@entury requires a progressive theology to keepaath of it—which
simply means that a popular lie shall take theglafcan offensive truth of God. Under pretense ioi-w
ning the cultured intellects of the age, “the wisdof words,” has gradually landed us in a denial of
those first principles for which the martyrs diégdologies for the gospel, in which the essencd o i
conceded to the unbeliever, are worse than infiddlhate that defense of the gospel which drivés
the ground to preserve it from destruction. Thesthom of words,” however, is more frequently used
with the intent ofadorning the gospel and making it to appear somewhat meaatiful than it would be
in its natural form. They would paint the rose ama&mel the lily, add whiteness to snow and brigtgne
to the sun! With their wretched candles they wdwétp us to see the stars! O superfluity of evil!

The cross of Christ is sublimely simple—to addrisito dishonor it. There is no statement under
heaven more musical than this—"God was in Chrisbineiling the world unto Himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them.” All the bells that gould ring to make it more harmonious would only
add a jingle jangle to its heavenly melody whichimsitself, so sweet that it charms the harperfsree
the throne of God! The doctrine that God descengbexh the earth in human nature—and in that nature
bore our sins, carried our sorrows and made expidtir our transgressions by the death on the €ross
is, in itself, matchless poetry, the perfectiorabthat is ennobling in thought and creed! Yet dttempt
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is made tadecorate the gospel as though it needed something to comnten the understanding and
the heart.

The result is that men’s minds are attracted afn@y the gospel, either to the preacher or to some
utterly indifferent point. Hearers carry home chamgnmorsels of poetry, but they forget the precious
blood! They remember the elaborate metaphors sdilyavorked out, but they forget the five wounds
and fail to look unto the Lord Jesus and be savée!truth of God is buried under flowers! Brothdes,
us cut out of our sermons everything that takes’snamds away from the cross! One look at Jesus is
better than the most attentive gazing at our geihspeech! One of the old masters found that certain
vases which he had depicted upon the sacramebtaldtiracted more notice than the face of the Lord
whom he had painted sitting at the head of thet faad, therefore, he struck them out at once. ket u
my brothers, do the same whenever anything of witredraws the mind away from Jesus. Christ must
always be in the foreground and our sermons must pm Him, or they will do more harm than good.
We must preach Christ crucified and set Him foitk the sun in the heavens, as the only light afi'me

Some seem to imagine that the gospel does noaiconithin itself sufficient force for its own
spreading and, therefore, they dream that if ibieave power among men it must either be throbgh t
logical way in which it is put—in which case allogy is tologic, or though the handsome manner in
which it is stated—in which case all glory isrtwetoric. The notion is current that we should seek the
aid of prestige, or talent, or novelty, or excitemdor the gospel, itself, the doctrine of theszis, in
itself, impotent in its hands and lame upon itg.féemust be sustained by outside power and afiree
by a nurse, wherever it would go. Reason, elocuaoi) music, or some other force must introduak an
support it, or it will make no advance—so someriously dream. That is not Paul’'s notion! He speaks
of the cross of Christ as beinmigelf the power of God and he says that it is to beghred, “not with
wisdom of words,” lest the power should be attrdalito the aforesaid wisdom of words and the créss o
Christ should be proven to have, in itself, no peledent power, or, in other words, to be of noatffe
Paul would not thus degrade the cross for a moraedt therefore, though qualified to dispute with
schoolmen and philosophers, he disdained to daxithe arguments and sophistries. And, though he
could speak with masterly energy—Iet his epistlearlwitness to that—yet he used great plainness of
speech, that the force of his teaching might li¢ghm doctrine, itself, and not in his languagelestgr
delivery.

He was lealous of the honor of the cross and woatdspread it by any force but its own, even as he
says in the @ and %' verses of the second chapter of this epistle—“lgesh and my preaching was
not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demstration of the Spirit and of power: that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, buthi@ power of God.” Having cleared our way of the
wisdom of words, we now come to the word of wisd®aul preached the cross and our first head shall
be the word of the cross. Many give the cross avmad and so our second head shall be the wors of i
despisers concerning it—they called it foolishnéssd then, thirdly, we will think upon the word ap-
plied to the cross by those who believe it—it igtem “the power of God.” O that the Holy Spirit yna
use it as the power of God to all of us this day!

|. First, then, we speak upon “THE WORD OF THE CROS®frow the term from the Revised
Version, which runs thus—*The word of the crossoishem that are perishing foolishness, but unto us
who are being saved it is the power of God.” Thjge my mind, an accurate translation. The origsma
not, “thepreaching of the cross,” but “thevord of the cross.” This rendering gives us a headongtir
first division and, at the same time, brings befaseexactly what the gospel is—it is “the word loé t
cross.” From which | gather, first, that the créss one uniform teaching, or word. We aheays to
preach the word of the cross and the cross hasany words, but one. There are not two gospels any
more than there are two gods—there are not twoeatents any more than there are two saviors. There
is one gospel as there is one God, and there itmmement as there is one Savior. Other gospels ar
not tolerated among earnest Christians. What adichgostle say? “If we or an angel from heaven preac
any other gospel unto you than that which we haeaghed unto you, let him be candidly heard and
quietly fraternized with”? Nothing of the sort! lilquote the Scripture. Paul says, “Let him beuase
ed.” He has no more tolerance than that for himPfaul loved the souls of men and to tolerate tsjairi
poison is to aid and abet the murder of souls! &@lie€no gospel under heaven, but the one gospk-of
sus Christ!
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But what about other voices and other words? Tdreynot voices from heaven, nor words from
God, for He has not, in one place, spoken one ftangd in another place, another! Neither is it adco
ing to the Spirit of the gospel that there showdobe form of gospel for the first six centuries dmen
another form of it for the ¥Century. Is it not written, “Jesus Christ, the sapesterday, today, and
forever? If the atonement were nogress; if the great sacrifice were not complete, theodld under-
stand that there should be progress in the pregaffiit. But, inasmuch as, “It is finished,” wasopr
nounced by Christ upon the cross and then He bavigthead and gave up the ghost—there can be no
further development in thiact or in thedoctrine! Inasmuch as the word of the Lord which describes
that atonement is so complete that he that addsstall have the plagues that are written in Ba®k
added unto him, | gather that there is no suchgtma progressive word of the cross, but thagtse
pel is the same gospel today as it was when Rathei beginning, proclaimed it! The word of thessp
since it is the express Word of God, endures fate@enerations of men come and go like yearly
growths of the grass of the field, but the wordhe Lord abides evermore the same in all places, th
same to all nationalities, the same to all tempergmand constitutions of the mind!

“Other foundation can no man lay than that whihaid.” From that word | gather, next, that the
doctrine of the atonement is one word in contratigon from many other words which are constantly
being uttered. We preach Christ crucified and Hige from the cross is, “Look unto Me and be you
saved.” But another voice cries aloud, “Do this god shall live.” We know it—it is the voice of the
old covenant which the Lord Jesus has removednda&way the first covenant that He may establish
the second. The doctrine of salvation by worksyagan by feelings, and salvation by outward reli-
giousness isiot the word of the cross which speaks in quite andfdghion! The call to salvation by
works is a strange voice within the fold of the tn+—and the sheep of Christ do not follow it, foey
know not the voice of strangers. The word of thepgb speaks on this wise, “The word is near you,
even in your mouth and in your heart.” That is, Ward of faith which we preach—that if you shall
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shaiéwe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved.” “Believe and livethe word of the cross! Much less do we regard the
word of ceremonialism and priestcraft which siiigers among us. We had thought it was a dull echo
of the dead past, but alas, it is a powerful v@iod is constantly lifting itself up. Priestcraftasying,
“Confess tome and you shall have forgiveness! Perfaiis ceremony and undergbis other rite and
you shall receive a sacred benediction through ondained of heaven!”

We do not know this voice, for it is the voicefalsehood! He that believes in Christ Jesus has eve
lasting life! We are complete in Him and we knowthiong of any priest except that one High Priest,
who, by His one sacrifice has perfected, forevesnt that are set apart! Voices here and thereesal h
like mutterings from among the tombs—these arenthhenderings of superstition, saying, “Lo, here,”
and, “Lo, there,” and one man has this revealedirtoand another that. But to none of these have we
any regard, for God has spoken and our preachiogy how on is nothing but “the word of the cross,”
which is none other than the word of the crucifaah of God who loved us and gave Himself for us!
Brothers, let us hear this word of the cross, ifoeffect, my text says, “Let the cross speak fteelf.”
That is to be our preaching! We bid reasoning gretglation hold their tongues that the cross,fitsel
may speak! We let the cross speak its own wordt,Hir cries aloud God must be just. The dreadful
voice of justice, in its certainty and severityngs through the world in the sighs and cries arathde
groans of the Son of the Highest! Jesus has takarisnsin upon Himself and He must die for it, for
wherever sin is, God must destroy it! The Judgalbthe earth must do right and it is right that si
should involve suffering! Supreme justice must tvieiquity with death and, therefore, Jesus on the
cross, though in Himself perfectly innocent andpgaakably lovely, mustlie the death—deserted by
His Father because the iniquity of us all has h@aoced upon Him.

The cross cries unto the sons of men, “Oh dohistabominable thing which God hates, for He will
by no means spare the guilty.” God must make basealin and bathe His sword in heaven to destroy
sin wherever it is found, for He smites it even wlieis imputed to His only Son! The cross thunders
more terribly than Sinai, itself, against humarl glow it breaks men’s hearts to hear its voice! How
divides men from their sins, even as the voicéenefliord breaks the cedars of Lebanon and shatters t
rock in pieces! If God smites the Perfect One wharb our sin, how will He smite the guilty one who
rejects His love? Let the cross speak again and ddes it say with even a louder voice? God loves
men and delights in mercy! Though He loves righse@ss and hates wickedness, yet He loves the sons
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of men so much so that He gives His only-begottedi¢ that sinners may live! What more could God
have done to prove His love to mankind? “God conufsdiis love to us in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” The love within that gtus deed needs no telling, it tells itself! Gaatlhut
one Son, one with Himself by mystic union and Het $&im here below to take our nature, that, being
found in fashion as a man, He might die on our beh@ade sin for us that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him! “God so loved the world, that HevgaHis only-begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him might not perish, but haversting life.” The word of the cross is, “God is
love.” He wills not the death of the sinner, butthe turn unto Him and live!

What does the cross say next? Mark, we are nakspe of thecrucifix. The crucifix represents
Christon the cross, but He is not on the cross any lortderhas finished His sacrificial work and has
ascended to His glory. If He were still on the stdde could not save us! We now preach the cross as
that on which He died, but who now lives and reifyrlsof ability to save! Let the bare cross speakl
it declares that the one sacrifice is acceptedtla@dtonement is complete! Sin is put away, thekvodr
reconciliation is accomplished and Jesus has gpnenthigh unto His Father’s throne to plead for the
guilty. Christ, being raised from the dead, diestmre! Death has no more dominion over Him! He is
risen for our justification, and we are acceptetiim—

“No more the bloody spear,

The cross and nails no more,

For hell itself shakes at His name,

And all the heavens adore.”
Let the cross speak and it tells of ransom paidatodement accepted. The law is magnified, justice
satisfied, and mercy is no longer bound by the tisfeed demands of judgment. “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputingethtrespasses unto them; and has committed unto us
the word of reconciliation,” which also is the wastithe cross. When we let the cross speak stithéu
we hear it say—"“Come and welcome! Guilty sons ohrmeme and welcome to the feast of mercy, for
God has both vindicated His law and displayed Bl And now, for the chief of sinners, there esefr
and full forgiveness to be had for nothing, for thess gives priceless blessings without price!"nHtW
ever will let him take the water of life freely.”

Free pardon, free justification, perfect cleansiogmplete salvation—these are gifts of grace be-
stowed upon the unworthy as soon as they belie@hirst Jesus and trust themselves with Him. T&is i
the word of the cross! What more can we desireeexrhWe may be forgiven in a way which shall not
violate the claims of justice! God is just and tfet justifier of him that believes! He is mercifuid just
to forgive us our sins. Oh that | knew how to béeystill and let the cross, itself, speak out with
matchless tones of mercy and majesty, love anddbldeath and life, punishment and pardon, suffering
and glory! It speaks in thunder and in tendern#fssk will but listen to what it has to say, itaword
by which the inmost heart of God is revealed. Nospéak yet further the word of the cross, for i@ th
name of Him that did hang upon the cross | callféth in His atonement. The death of Christ was no
ordinary matter. The dignity of His nature madéh# event of the ages! He who died on the cross was
very God of very God, as well as man, and His faeris not to be neglected or rejected with impyni
Such a divine marvel demands our most careful thbagd joyful confidence. To do spite to the blood
of the Son of God is to sin with a vengeance! @edands faith in His Son and especially in His Son
dying for our sakes! We ought to believe every witiat God has spoken, but above all, the word®f th
cross. Shall we doubt the good faith and love ofl @ben He gives His Son a hostage for His word and
offers up the only-begotten as the token of HixgPa

Oh, men, whatever you trifle with, disregard no¢ Son of God! Whatever presumption you com-
mit, yet trample not upon the cross of Jesus! Thike highest thought of God! The center of ak Hi
counsels, the topmost summit of the mighty Alp nire loving-kindness! Do not think little of it or
turn away from it! | beseech you, nogdmmand you, in the name of Him that lives and was deadk |
to the dying Savior and live! If you do not, youailanswer for it in that day when He shall comemup
the clouds of heaven to avenge Him of His advegsari

Thus have | set before you the word of the cross; the Holy Spirit bless the message.

II. We have the unpleasant task, in the second pladistening to THE WORD OF ITS DESPIS-
ERS. They call the doctrine of the atonement, ‘i&loless.” Numbers of men call the doctrine of salva
tion by the blood of Christ, “foolishness.” It isost assuredly theisdom of God and th@ower of God,
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but they stick at the first assertion and will maknowledge the wisdom of the wondrous plan. It is,
therefore, no wonder that they never feel its pdWMer, it is foolishness to them—a thing beneathrthe
contempt. And why foolishness? “Because,” they $sge how the common people take it up. Every-
body can understand it. You believe that Jesussigbatitute for you, and you sing with the poordst
the poor—

‘| do believe, | will believe

That Jesus died for me;

And on the cross

He shed His blood

From sin to set me free.”
“There,” they say, “that’s a pretty ditty for edtied men. Why, the very children sing it, and arke &b
believe it and talk of it. Psha, it is sheer footisss! We don’t want anything so vulgar and common-
place. Don't you know that we take in a high-clesgew and read the best thought of the times? You
don’t suppose we are going to believe just as complowboys and servant girls do?” Ah me! How
mighty wise some people think themselves! Is ewarth which can be understood by simple minds to
be thrown aside as foolishness? Is nothing wortiwkimg except the fancy thinking of the select porti
of humanity? Are the well-known facts of naturelisloness because they are open to all? Is it geite
tain that all the wisdom in the world dwells withetsuperfine gentlemen who sneer at everything and
take in a review?

These superficial readers of superior literatuesthey the umpires of truth? | wish that theirtore
had taught them modesty! Those who glorify themeseland sneer at others are usually not wise, but
otherwise! And those who call other people foolg/a looking in the glass and not out of the window
He who is truly wise has some respect for othetsthe most profound respect for the Word of God.
But why is it thatyou count the gospel of the cross to be foolishnetss?this—because this religion of
ours, this doctrine of the cross—is not the offisprofreason, but thegift of Revelation. All the thinkers
of the ages continued to think, but they never meé a plan of salvation in which divine justicedan
mercy would be equally conspicuous. The cross veddmall their thoughts. How could it be? As a
thought, it originated with the infinite mind andud have originated nowhere else! The doctrinthef
cross is not a speculation, but a divine Revelatiand for this reason the learned ones cannot eridure
It is God telling men something which they could not otherwise have kmofnd this does not suit the
profound thinkers who cannot bear to be told amghbut must excogitate everything, evolving itnfro
their inner consciousness, or from the depths @i tvast minds. Now, inasmuch as nothing can come
out of a man that is not in him, and as the suprewe of God never was in such an unlovely thing as
an unregenerate man, it happens that the doctfirgonement never originated with man but was
taught to him by God at the gates of Eden.

The plan which blends vengeance and love was navented by human imagination. Since man
has such an aversion to the great atonement, Hé notihave been the author of the idea and he was
not the author of it—God alone reveals it in langutige babes may understand and, therefore, carnal
pride calls it, “foolishness.” Besides, the carnal miainks it foolishness because it makes him out to be
a fool—and you may take my word for it that anythimhich proves either you or me to be a fool will,
at once, strike us as being very foolish! Our caaste is dull and, therefore, we retaliate upors¢ého
who tell us unpleasant truth. “What? Am | nobodieimall? | bound in the best black cloth, and viregr
a white cravat? So religious and so respectabl¢h@aeghtful, so studious, so profound—am | to be a
nobody? “Do you dare to say toe, ‘Unless you are converted and become as littleledn, you shall
in nowise enter the kingdom? My dear sir, you carkmow what you are talking about! Why, | am a
professor, a philosopher, a doctor of divinity, dhdrefore you cannot really mean that | am toivece
truth as a little child! Such talk is foolishnes€df course they say so! We always reckoned that the
would say so! | have rejoiced when | have readsiteptical papers and have seen how they sneeg at th
old-fashioned gospel! The Bibsaid that carnal men could not receive spiritual thinrgw true is that
statement! It is written, “There shall come in thst days scoffers.” Here they are, hastening dog@by
their conduct, the things which they deny!

One is grieved that any should scoff and yet, Imeasure, we are rejoiced to find such confirmation
of the truth of God from the lips of her enemies.l8ng as the world lasts, ungodly men will despise
Revelation which they are unable to understand lieyond their sphere and, therefore, its preacher
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seem to be babblers and its doctrines to be fowsh But, in every deed it may well seem foolisene
to them, for it treats on subjects for which theyd no care. If | were able to explain to a genauali-
ence how to make unlimited profit upon the Stockclange, or in some other market, all the world
would listen with profound attention! And if | makey point clearly, | would be pronounced a really
clever preacher, a man well worth hearing. But wiensermon is only about the Word of God, eterni-
ty, the soul, and the blood of Jesus—most peopte dn their heels—they are not sure that thaye
souls, and they refuse to argue upon the supposifia future existence which is an old wife’s &abd
them. As for eternity, their philosophy has no rofumit, and they do not concern themselves about i
One said in argument, the other day, “I believkdlisdie like a dog.” | could give him no bettephgon

the spur of the moment than to say, “If | had knawat you were a dog, | would have brought you a
bone.” As | had the notion that he would live fazev came to talk to him upon subjects suitablaro
immortal being. But as | found out that he was gdimdie like a dog, what could | do for him bubpr
vide such cheer as the creature could enjoy?

These men call the gospel foolishness becausddbkyafter the main chance and care more for the
body than for the soul. One of their wise men saidhy do you preach so much about the world to
come? Why not preach about the world which nowTie&ch these people how to ventilate their sew-
ers—that is a much more necessary matter thanhkéeving on Jesus Christ.” Well, sanitary matters
are important and if any of you feel that you havehmog to live for but ventilating sewers, | wish you
would live at a great rate and get it done as duiak you can! Meanwhile, as we are convinced ef th
need of other things besides drainage and, as ofaug/expect, soon, to take our happy flight tdez@
where there are no sewers to ventilate, we shalll ioto those things which concern our future fitse-
ing they also fit us for the life which now is!

They call the word of the cross foolishness beedhsy regard all the truths of God with which it
deals as insignificant trifles. “Soul,” they sayWhat does it matter whether we have a soul or not?
Sin—what is it but the blunder of a poor creaturewnows no better?” Of all things, the eternal God
the greatest trifle to unbelieving men. It is mgralname to swear by, that is all. They admit thate
may be a great master force in nature, or energgxtensive with the existence of matter, and tloeesf
they allow Theism or Pantheism, but they will notdere a personal God whom they are bound to obey!
And besides, Pantheism is only a mask for AtheiBhese men will have no personal God who loves
them and whom they love. God is a nonentity to thema therefore when we speak of God as real, and
sin as real, and heaven as real—and God knowsatteeyheonly real things—then straightway they
mutter, “Foolishness!” As for us, we deplore theity and pray God to teach them better. Having en-
tered by a new birth into the realm of spirituahtgs, we know the reality and power of the wordref
Cross.

Now, brothers, | say of these gentlemen who proneuhe gospel foolishness that you need not
take much notice of them because they are not tapalnesses. They are not qualified to form a
judgment upon the subject. | do not depreciater talilities in other respects, but it is certaimttia
blind man is no judge of colors, a deaf man isudgg of sound and a man who has never been quick-
ened into spiritual life can have no judgment aspivitual things! How can he? |, for instance, @it
the power of the gospel, and | assert that | hareedso. Another man declares that | am not speaking
the truth. Why not? Because has nothimself, felt that power! Is that sound reasoning? Have you
heard of the Irishman who, when five men swore they saw him commit a theft, made answer that he
could produce 50 people who did not see him daMtuld there have been any force in that negative
evidence? And what if all the world except two nsfrould say, “We do not feel the power of the
cross”—wouldthat be any evidence against the fact asserted byath® k think not! Two honest men
who witness to a fact are to be believed, evenghd0,000 persons are unable to bear such witness!
The unspiritual are incapable witnesses—they perndelves out of court, for at the outset they asser
that they are not cognizant of those things conuogrwhich we bear testimony! Their assertion ig tha
they never were the subjects of spiritual influen@d we quite believe what they say—but we do not
believe them when they go further and assert thatefore, what we have seen, tasted and hand&d is
a delusion! Concerning that matter they are noabbgpwitnesses.

And | beg you to notice that those who call thegg of the cross folly are, themselves, if rightly
looked at, proofs of their own folly and of the sadults of unbelief. The Christians in Paul's désfs
that the gospel had emancipated them from the lgendiidolatry and vice—and when they heard oth-
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ers that were captives under these delusionsdetiem that the emancipating force was foolishness—
they looked at them and smiled at the absurdityhef statement. They noticed that such men were,
themselves, perishing! What a calamity it is fanan to be perishing! A house is unoccupied, iterflo

is untrod, its hearth knows no genial glow. It suéffrom neglect, it is perishing. Men who are Inot

ing to God are missing the end of their being diké, deserted houses, are falling into ruin—they ar
perishing! While unoccupied by good, such mindssanrgounded by powers of evil. Yonder is a tree. |
have seen many such—around its trunk the ivy hasted itself, grasping it like a huge python and
crushing it in its folds. The tree is perishingd \tery life is being sucked out by the parasite gnasps

it. Multitudes of men have about them lusts and-stand errors that are eating out their life—they ar
perishing! Their souls and characters are as tirdbgoured by dry rot! It remains in the fabric bét
house, but it is perishing. Ungodly men are devoburg their own pride, eaten up by self-confidence.
Unbelieving men are comparable to a ship that iiirdy to destruction—its cable has snapped—it is
nearing the rocks, it will be broken to piecess iperishing!

Those that believe not in Jesus are drifting tolwar suresternity of misery! They are daily perish-
ing and yet, while they perish, they condemn thamseof rescue! Fancy drowning mariners mocking at
the lifeboat! Imagine a diseased man ridiculingahé/ remedy! That which we have tried and proved,
they call “foolishness.” We have only to answemthéYou are, yourselves, as you remain captives to
your sins, the victims of foolishness. You are, rgalves, as you waste your lives and as you dridket
struction, proofs that the foolishness is not ia thoss, but in you that reject it.” The preachifighe
cross is, to them that perish, foolishness, butdbody else! O that their hearts were changed by th
power of the Word of God—then would they see afideim in the word of the cross!

lll. We come, in the third place, to notice THE WORD THOSE WHO BELIEVE. What do they
say of the cross? They call it power, the poweGotl! The more we study the gospel, the more we are
surprised at the singular display of wisdom whicbantains, but we will not say much upon that poin
for we are not qualified to be judges of wisdomt e do say this—the word of the cross is power! It
has been the power of God to us! It has worked wmoas nothing else has ever done! Its work upon
many of us has been so remarkable that even ontoakest have been surprised at it. The phenomenon
of conversion is a fact. Men and women are totellgnged, and the whole manner of their life is al-
tered. It is of no use to deny the fact, for ins&mof it come before us every day! Unbelieverobex
devout, the immoral become pure, the dishonestrheagright, the blasphemous become gracious, and
the unchaste become holy! Evil ways are all of @dsn deserted and penitents struggle towards virtue
We see persons in all ranks of society undergoimgdecal transformation—self-satisfied people are
humbled by the discovery of their unworthiness—atieers, who were steeped in immorality, renounce
their vicious pleasures and seek happiness indghece of God. How do you account for this? We who
are the subjects of such a change account fortitisnway—it is worked by the doctrine of the cress
and the power which accomplishes the change ipdtwer of God! No force less than divine could have
effected so great a change. The word of the crassdbilivered us from the love of sin—no sin is now
our master—we have broken every fetter of evil babi

We fall into sin, but we mourn over it and hate gin—and hate ourselves for committing it! We
have been delivered from the bondage of corrugimhmade free to serve the Lord. We have also been
delivered from the dread which once bowed us dowerable dread which held us in bondage—and
made us tremble before our Father and our Frienel tcWught harshly of God and fled from Him, but
from this we are now delivered, for now we love Hamd delight in Him! And the nearer we can ap-
proach Him, the happier we are. We have been delivalso, from the power of Satan. That evil pinc
has great power over men, and once we were ledveagt his will. Even now he attacks us, but we
overcome him through the blood of the Lamb. Weadse daily delivered from self and from the world
and from all things that would enthrall us. We being saved—yes, ware saved. Every day a saving
force is operating upon us to set us free fromttinalldom of corruption. This we feel and know! We
are bound for the kingdom of God and nothing caepkes back! We are bound for purity, for ultimate
perfection—we feel eternal life within us, urging upward and onward, beyond ourselves and our sur-
roundings! We sit here like eagles, chained tartiok by the feebleness of our bodies, but the aspir
within us tells us that we are born to soar amomg @nd glorified spirits. We feel that heaven asnb
within us—born by the word of the cross through Sérit.
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We could tell the histories of some here presentpetter still, they could tell them themselves—
histories of changes sudden but complete, marvdbotisenduring—changes from darkness to light,
from death to life! How gladly could we detain yaith details of our being held up when our tempta-
tions have been almost overwhelming—and kept prgdsirward in Christ’s service when we had been
altogether without strength had not the word of ¢hess poured new energy into us! We have been
ready to die in despair until we have looked todtess and then the clouds have yielded to clear sh
ing! A sight of the bleeding Savior and a touchHi$ hand have made us men, again, and we have lifte
up our heads as from among the dead! Under the mpofitbe cross waetill advance from strength to
strength! There is power in the word of the craseike a man grow into something nobler than he ev-
er dreamed of. We shall not know what we shalilbe/¢ shall see our Lord and Savior as He is!

Why, brothers and sisters, the power with whicll @e@ated the world was no greater than the pow-
er with which He made us new men in Christ Jesti® Jower with which He sustains the world is not
greater than the power by which He sustains Hiplgeander trial and temptation! And even the rasin
of the dead at the end of the world will be no tgedisplay of divine power than the raising of dea
souls out of their spiritual graves! These wonddrpower are being performed in our own experience
every day of the week, entirely through the créssppeal to you who are truly converted—were you
converted through the wisdom of man? | appeal tothat are kept from sinning—are you led towards
holiness by the power of elocution, of rhetoricobtogic? | appeal to you who are despairing—are y
ever revived by musical words and rhythmical secgefa Or do you owe all to Jesus crucified? What is
your life, my brothers, but the cross? Where cothesbread of your soul but from the cross? What is
your joy but the cross? What is your delight, wisayour heaven, but the Blessed One, once crucified
for you, who always lives to make intercessionyfou? Cling to the cross, then! Put both arms around
it! Hold to the crucified and never let Him go! Cermafresh to the cross at this moment and rest,there
now and forever! Then, with the power of God regtipon you, go forth and preach the cross! Tell the
story of the bleeding Lamb! Repeat the wondrous aald nothing else!

Never mind how you do it, only proclaim that Jediesd for sinners. The cross held up by a babe’s
hand is just as powerful as if a giant held it pk power lies in the word, itself, or rather i tHoly
Spirit who works by it and with it. Brothers, bealein the power of the cross for the conversiothote
around you! Do not say of any man that he cannadved. The blood of Jesus is omnipotent! Do not
say of any district that it is too sunken, or of @hass of men that they are too far gone—the wdittie
cross reclaims the lost! Believe it to be the poafeGod and you shall find it so. Believe in Christi-
cified and preach boldly in His name and you ska# great things and gladsome things. Do not doubt
the ultimate triumph of Christianity! Do not letaistrust flit across your soul. The cross must cmmb
It must blossom with a crown—a crown commensurath the person of the crucified and the bitter-
ness of His agony. His reward shall parallel His@wss. Trust in God and lift your banner high—and
with Psalms and songs advance to battle, for thd bbhosts is with us—the Son of the Highest leads
our van! Onward with blast of silver trumpet anadusts of those that seize the spoil! Let no manate
fail him! Christ has died! Atonement is completeddas satisfied! Peace is proclaimed! Heaven giitte
with proofs of mercy already bestowed upon ten $ands times ten thousands! Hell is trembling!
Heaven adoring; earth waiting! Advance, you saitttsertain victory! You shall overcome through the
blood of the Lamb!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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