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“Yes, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord: fgreat is the glory of the Lord.”
Psalm 138:5.

ACCORDING to the context, this is spoken of kint@l the kings of the earth shall praise You, O
Lord, when they hear the words of Your mouth. hey shall sing in the ways of the Lord.” It wileb
a novel spectacle to see kings singing in the vediytie Lord! As a rule, they have not much troubled
themselves with singing, but they have often tredbthose who love the ways of God and opposed
them, both by their laws and by their example. €heill yet be another order of things in the earth!
These days will be shortened for the elect’s sakkthe time shall come when kings shall fall dovea b
fore the King of kings and all people shall cabu® blessed! Oh that the time may speedily arrivenv
a choir of kings shall, with loud voices, magnifyethame of the Lord!

Well, dear brothers and sisters that time hascaote, and therefore les sing all the more. If the
kings have not begun to sing, let us sing! And wedl may. We have full permission to do it, for the
next verse encourages us—“Though the Lord is highhas He respect unto the lowly.” He will be just
as pleased with the song of the peasant as withoththe prince—with the psalm of the workman as
with that of the monarch! We, too, may come, thoagghcure and unknown, and we may bring our two
mites which make a farthing—and if they are all pinaise our soul can give—the Lord will count that
we have not given less than kings have! Let us nugkéor royal silence. If others cannot praise God
and speak well of His name, yet let the redeemdteof ord say so, whom He has redeemed out of the
hands of the enemy! If we do not speak, surelystbaes of the street will cry out against us! Thaee
| shall take the text and use it in reference teselwes, believing that for us this promise staiads,
“They shall sing in the ways of the Lord: for grésathe glory of the Lord.”

I. We shall discuss the text under four observatitims,first of which is the text itselfl—"THEY

SHALL SING IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD.” That is to safirst, gracious persons take pleasure in
the things of religion. A man’s religion is wortlothing if it is not his chief delight. That whichendo
before God as task work is ill done andh@ acceptable. God will not have slaves to gracetliisne!
Nor would He be served by us in the spirit of bayeldt is His delight to be served by sons and Haug
ters and to be waited upon by those who do His cantments with delight. If your pleasure is not in
the ways of the Lord, then, surely, yoannot know much about those ways. You must be a straioger
them and you must be walking in paths which noak like the ways of God, but are not really so.

| do not say that those who know the Lord are gbA@appy, but | say that they are always “the seed
that the Lord God has blessed.” | may not say Wetare always pleasurable in heart in the ways of
wisdom, but | will say of the ways of wisdom, thestves, that they are pleasantness and that all its
paths are peace. Yes, brothers and sisters, wetdgraan out our religion! We do not go to our gisic
of worship as slaves went to the calaboose todggéd! | do sesome each Sunday who look dreadful-
ly solemn and they walk to their places of worsagif they were going to the gallows and never ex-
pected to come back alive—but thani the spirit in which | would have you go up to theuse of
God! Go with lightly tripping feet, saying—

“I have been there and still will go
‘Tis like a little heaven below.”

| would not be kept away, or bought out of the oot God by all that could be offered me. | be-
lieve that Sunday should be spent in recreation ¥ dreadfully shocked and well you may be—but
what do | mean by, “recreation”? It means creatisgover anew! Oh, that everybody who talks about
spending Sunday in recreation would know the mepointhe word, “recreation,” and would come to
be re-created, regenerated, renewed, refreshadormated, strengthened, revived and made to rejoice
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God! The Lord’s Day is the highest hill of the weékn that day we stand on tiptoe on Pisgah and look
to “the rest which remains for the people of Golt!is the type of that everlasting Sabbath which re
mains for the people of God.

Now, as it is with Sabbath-keeping and going ughtohouse of God—that there we sing in God’s
ways, so it is withall God’s ways—they are all full of delight to His e Those who heartily enter
into them are happy people. “Blessed are the paoplhose hearts are Your ways.” Their heart shall
be full of joy and overflowing with delight. Hencgefollows, next, that they do not go out of God’s
ways to get their songs. They shall sing in thesv#yas! | have heard of some who go here and there
as they say, “to get a little pleasure.” What? VWhao | understand you? You find no pleasure in the
ways of God? Then, friend, you are a hypocrite! tTieglain English—for he that ieally in God’s
ways finds his pleasure there. That is his chiégbeand he can sing, as our hymn puts it—

“I need not go abroad for joys,
| have a feast at home!

My sighs are turned into songs,
My heart has ceased to roam.”

Do you call that man a loving husband who says, IfWeu know, you must go away from home
sometimes just to have a little pleasure; you caahweays be in the company of your wife and chitdre
You must go from home to get a little pleasure.aflts a bad fellow! | am very sorry for his wifedan
children. A bad lot; | am sure he is. And he whikgaabout being married to Christ and joined to His
church—and then says that he goes elsewhere tditndleasure—is a traitor! | shake my head about
him! I am afraid that | may have to break my hemdr him one of these days. When you see professors
seeking pleasure in sin and worldliness, thereomething rotten at the core! True men of God shall
sing in the ways of the Lord and find somethingitoy of while they are in those ways. It means, too
that they sing as they are actively engaged insthgs of the Lord. That is to say, while they are en
gaged in the service of God their hearts are joyoukglad. They do not stop the work to go and,sing
but they sing as they work! Sailors, when they pulbpe, make a cheery sound. As they heave the an-
chor they sing after their fashion. Soldiers macahbattle with sounds of trumpet and the beat afrdy,
listening to music while they march. So Christigieson their pilgrimage and keep step to the sodnd o
joyous psalms and hymns. They sing in the wayf®fLiord. But sometimes the ways of the Lord call
for difficult service. Gracious men may have toitvisck and desponding persons. Surely, if theyadre
any use to the sick, their hearts will sing evenlewhey are sympathizing with them.

They have to talk with those who are anxious ankkad them to the Savior. And | believe there is
no way of doing it as well as by showing them tkeaqe which Jesus gives. Perhaps believers arel calle
to plow fields that seem barren. Yes, but they nstifitdo it! They must be singing as they brea& th
clods; singing as they plow and singing as they gmseed of God! That is the best way to do ieyTh
shall sing in the ways of the Lord when those weslé for prayer. Song and prayer are like butted an
honey, a royal mixture.

| have heard that of old, in America, the printigay of the year was a day of fasting until some
good divine said that since God had brought thédhs from England and landed them in a wilderness,
but fed them till the wilderness became a garderd since He had multiplied their numbers till they
had become a great nation, He thought it was tiraethey kept a day d¢lhanksgiving and so they have
done ever since! A day of prayer should be a dahariksgiving, too. Saints sing in the ways of eatn
prayer. It never dampens the ardor of intercesayive thanks unto the Most High. Whatever you are
doing for the Lord, whether it is distributing tta®r teaching the young, mix holy joy with it! layp say
of thanksgiving to God what was said of salt in Bigle—"Salt, without prescribing how much.” Set no
limit to it! Nobody ever sings the high praises@dd too often or too heartily! “They shall singtire
ways.” And when the ways get very tough and bectmepaths of sufferings—and the pains are fre-
guent and incessant—then still sing! No music guss up to the throne of God is sweeter in Jehsvah’
ears than the song of suffering saints. They giralse Him upon their beds and sing His high peaise
the fire! To go right through the valley of the dba of death, and sing all the way; to climb hiffid
culty and to sing up its crags—to pass by gianhgend even by the castle of giant despair, arautir
the enchanted ground, and still keep singing; ancbime to the river’s brink, and descend intoilt st
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singing is lovely in a Christian! May the statutédghe Lord be our songs in the house of our pilgige
till we mount to sing above!

Once more, under this first head, | think deathms and sisters that the children of God sinipén
ways of God because they are in a cage for singingright state of mind for singing. When we are i
the ways of the Lord, dear friends, we are stron@hey go from strength to strength.” When we walk
as God would have us walk, we are made strongeri_trd and in the power of His might. Limping
pilgrims cannot sing, but those whose weakness dasif upon the strength of God can. Do you know
how strong you are? | will be bound to say youlaeter acquainted with the other question—how weak
are you? But do you know how strong you are whed Sowith you? Why, you are irresistible! The
belt of faith girds a man with strength that isyoetualed by omnipotence! If the Lord is with yathat
can stand against you? If God strengthens youshall run without weariness; you shall walk without
fainting and sometimes you shall even mount as uperwings of eagles! Well may that pilgrim sing
who is made strong by the mighty God of Jacob! Yiaue safety, also, for in the ways of the Lord all
His servants are protected from danger. On the'kimghway “no lion shall be there, neither shailya
ravenous beast go up thereon.” You shall be “kgghb power of God through faith unto salvation” in
the ways of the Lord. Well may that traveler sinigows perfectly safe! He holds his tongue if thare
thieves about and robbers likely to pounce upon. ot when he feels that he is under the guardian
care of the Lord of the ways who has given His &ngearge over him to keep him—yes, when he feels
that the Lord, Himself, is round about him like allof fire—he must sing in the ways! Strength and
safety are ours, and therefore let us sing!

Saints also sing in the ways of God because thgg uidance. He that does not know whether he
is in the right way or not may well be silent, It that is sure about his road—yes, sure aboueit &©
his journey’s end—may well sing in the ways! We éa&@ne with us who will lead us into all the truths
of God—we have the Comforter with us who will direzir ways even to the end—how can we keep
from singing? Pilgrims bound to Zion's city who leasuch a conductor as the infallible Spirit of God
ought to sing! It would bé&reason on their part if they did not! Strength, safetyjdance—surely these
should make us glad. And then, besides that, we pewision all along the road. The pilgrim who sloe
not know where he will lodge at night feels a ditdnxious. But if he knows where there is an inn, o
where he has a friend, he goes along right chedrkkmow nothing about my way to heaven from this
spot to heaven’s gate—but this | do know—therepaees of refreshment provided for God’s weary
pilgrims every day and every night until we entébithe great mansion of God above. “He makes me to
lie down in green pastures: He leads me besidestthaevaters.” Perhaps we shall halt at Elim, where
there are wells and palm trees. But if we do nahedo Elim, we shall rest somewhere else. There is
sure to be a place of shelter for the saints imyenight of their travel. Therefore do we sing le tways
of the Lord, for our pasture is on all high placiegs a way of abundant provision, and we may well
sing, for the Lord continually fills our hearts wigratitude.

As we journey on in the ways of the Lord, fresteains of comfort come to us from one earthly
source and another, but chiefly from the greats®off everlasting consolation, even from Christides
Himself. | can speak well of the ways of the Lordlaarnestly stir up all my fellow pilgrims to sing
them, for they have been good ways to me. Let ushman and sing on! Let us proceed with a step and
a song, a step and a song! Let our halting plaeseshlarmed with sacred psalmody and may the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter, abide with us and keep ugisig the praises of God! That is the first observa
tion—“they shall sing in the ways.”

II. But | find that Dr. Gill gives another reading dkttext, “THEY SHALL SINGOF THE WAYS
OF THE LORD,” that is true doctrine and an admikstbanslation and so we will dwell upon it. “They
shall singof the ways of the Lord.” Not only are God’s ways filace of their song but treeibject of
their song. How shall we sing of the ways of thedWe will arrange them under two heads. We will
sing of God’s ways to us, and we will sing of ouays which lead us to God. We will sing of God’s
ways to us, but where shall we begin? Shall werbetjiere God began with us? With that eternal coun-
cil chamber—uwith that divine predestination—witlattsecret decree of salvation by which He separat-
ed His people from the mass of the world and madmtto be His before the earth was? Here is a grand
beginning! We will sing of the eternal ways of GodHis purpose and decrees before time began! But
then we shall have to sing of God’s actual waysmihe time for the fulfillment of the purpose came—
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of the covenant and all its provisions—of the imzde God descending to the manger. We shall have to
sing of that same incarnate God opening His hegrbur out the purchase price of our redemption! Oh
the ways of the Lord with us through Christ Jesus through the Spirit who was given because Jesus
ascended to His Father and to your Father! Whabgest!

Then we will sing of the ways of God in the apation of redemption to us, His people—how He
convinced us of sin and led us to the Savior—an, Isince then, He has led us by a right way, helped
us, comforted us, chastened us, directed us, opshklis rich treasures to us, communed with ukg to
us the very secret of His soul, wiped our tearsyawemoved our fears, charmed our hearts! This is a
long, long story, and each believer sees a newepbiais in his own experience. Surely, the merdsin
have given are enough to show that we may well sfripe ways of the Lord! And you never need be
ashamed to sing of those ways. David says, “Thdinlweach transgressors Your ways.” God’s ways
are such gracious ways, such wise ways, such haygwsuch ways of wisdom and of loving-kindness,
that in any company we may talk about them andveryeplace we may sing of them! We will sing of
the ways of the Lord with us. But then the nexghiand the main thing in this particular pass&ge
sing of our waydo God. What is there to sing of with respect to ¢hasys of God by which we come
to Him? | think that there is everything in themsiog about! For one, | am so glad that | am invilags
of the Lord when | remember where | once was. Alear brother said in prayer before this service be-
gan, what a mercy to be plucked like a brand framlurning! The saddest saint is, after all, happie
than the gladdest sinner! The best house in tlyeo€itlestruction, where everything is to be burithw
fire, is not equal to the poorest shanty on thel toeheaven, where, if the pilgrim fares hard,sen the
way to glory! When we think of where we used to hm-the city from where we came. When we think
of Egypt and the iron furnace, the bondage andskimeery from which God has brought us out with a
high hand and an outstretched arm—why, we ougsinpin the ways of the Lord!

But, then, it is not only where we carftem, but it is where we argoing that should make us sing
in the ways of the Lord. When Philip Henry, thentat of Matthew Henry, was a preacher of the gospel
and a young man, he set his affection upon a ytaghgwho was an heiress. Her father said, “Mr. Hen-
ry is, no doubt, a good man, and a scholar, anehtlegnan, but he is a poor man. And | would haue yo
remember that we hardly know where he came fro@fi!“Father,” said the young lady, “but | know
where he igoing, and he is going wheileshould like to go with him. Do not let that standhe way.”
And it did not! That is the point about all God’'sgple. We know where we are going and we can sing
in the ways of God because we know where the road.dJnconverted men and women, every step
you take, you are a step nearer hell. It is a satgmn thought, but | want you to remember it. Ever
hour that you unconverted people live, you are aur mearer to the pit that burns with the wrath of
God! Oh, | pray you, think of that! But the man wisaa believer is on a road which brings him, every
step,nearer heaven! | do not know a sweeter hymn than that which weettmes sing—

“And nightly pitch our moving tent

A day’s march nearer home.”
And what a home it is! Oh, if our way home lay thgb 7,000 hells, yet the end would be worth it! If
we had to pass through deaths as many as thedhaius head, yet five minutes with Christ would raak
up for all our pain! I am sure that it is so! Let, wherefore, press forward singing, because weetre
ting nearer to the place where song shall be ameht forever.

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord becauss tkhnow where they come from and where they
are going. But about the ways themselves; wellsing of them because it is a good road. The road to
heaven is a splendid road and it has had somdramelers on it. The way the holy prophets weng; th
road that leads from banishment; the king’s highwBkoliness. I'll go, for all His paths are peatbe
glory of that way is that the Prince Emmanuel titbdVith sorrowful steps He traversed that way and
He has left the prints of His pierced feet all @at—it is for us to feel that it must be a goodywa
since holy men and their glorious leader have whlkdt is a way in which many who are very dear t
us have gone—some of whom have reached the ernchoii Some of us can track the footprints of a
grandfather, a grandmother, uncles and aunts. \d&eeeto be going to heaven with father, mother,
friends, relatives and dear ones whom we cherible. Way is good enough for them—I am sure it is
good enough for us!
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Lately our modern divines have pretended to imerthe road. They have taken up the stones and
laid down a rotten wood pavement which is verymify for pilgrims! But we will have none of their
nonsense. The road that was good enough for Wldedind Wesley is quite good enough for me! And
the road that suited John Bunyan and the Purigagsite to my mind. These modern ways are a modern
nuisance and | would like to see them desertedvéoraVe can do better with the good old way than
with any of these refinements—

“We are going forth with our staff in hand,

Thro’ a desert wild in a stranger land.

But our faith is bright and our hope is strong,

And the good old way is our pilgrim song,

‘Tis the good old way, that our fathers trod,

‘Tis the way of life and it leads to God.

‘Tis the only path to the realms of day,

We are going home in the good old way.”
We love to sing of the way because there is goodpamy in it. No company in the world is equal to
that of those who are going on pilgrimage to healfehmeet with any who are not going there, | can
enjoy their talent and their interesting conversatibut their talk is poor, after all. We say whée
conversation is over, “That was a fine gentlemad la® made merry company, but it did us no good;
better far to get with half a dozen godly old wona¢m cottage meeting than waste time with him.”

Let us meet with those who talk about Jesus Chnist experimental godliness, however ungram-
matical their language may be, sooner than sit thighgreatest of worldlings whose conversationdack
a savor of Christ! Go you in the ways with a songcause there is such good company to sing with.
And there is such good accommodation on the rohdvé told you of that, before. “He makes me to lie
down in green pastures: He leads me beside thevatiérs.” God in providence makes all things work
together for good. Our heavenly Father bids theelngeep watch and ward about His children. God
gives us the provender of His promise and suppligssouls so that no good thing is kept from usliWe
may we sing, then, in the ways of the Lord!

We sing because we have such fine prospects amdde Down in the valley of humiliation—why,
no scenery is lovelier! Upon the hilltops of Amafdabor and Pisgah, when the Beloved is with us,
what views of Himself and of His coming and of isgdom and of the glory to be revealed open up
before us! The way seems short with all these pl#agews before our mind’s eyes and we burst forth
into singing in the ways of the Lord! But the besit is that we have daylight to travel by, for \aee
not the children of darkness. We walk in the lightGod to the kingdom of light. Even when we say
that it is dark with us, we do not mean that #&ssdark as it is with the sinner when it is brigith him,
for our darkest darkness is brighter than the siarnightest brightness!

As | have often said, | would sooner be God’s ttan the devil’'s darling. Better to lie like God’s
Lazarus, full of sores, with no surgeons but thgsjdhan go and sit up there clothed in scarlet wit
pampered Dives! Oh, yes, we are a joyful peoplevamdravel by daylight to heaven—the light of God
we have from Christ, and the light of God we haviaw will melt into the eternal light! Come, breth
ers and sisters, let us sing of the ways of thellL'édhen we have a mind for a tune, let us sing abou
God'’s goodness to us in His ways—

“The men of grace have found
Glory begun below!

Celestial fruits on earthly ground
From faith and hope may grow.
Then let our songs abound!

And every tear be dry;

We're marching through
Emmanuel’s ground

To fairer worlds on high.”

II1. The third observation is that THOSE WHO SING IN TMEAYS OF GOD ALSO SING OF
THE LORD OF THE WAY. “They shall sing the ways tietLord.” And then some read it, “That great
is the glory of the Lord.” That is the subject beir song. When they sing about the Lord of the,way
this psalm supplies us with the points of theirggsdfindly open it and keep your eyes upon it. “llwi
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praise You with my whole heart. Before the godd i8ing praise unto You.” What for? “I will worghi
toward Your holy temple and praise Your name.” Wioat David? “For Your loving-kindness!” God is
kind, but He is more than that. Itlieving-kindness. A man breaks a leg and the surgeontsetsone.
That is kindness. But suppose the man’s motherdcset the bone? Oh, how she would do it with lov-
ing-kindness! When the surgeon’s own son is unéeh&nd and the surgeon is dealing with a broken
bone, it is not only kindness, but loving-kindneske-sweetest of the sweet—the kindest of the kind!

Now, that is how God has dealt with us. Oh, homdely! “Your gentleness has made me great.”
He has abounded toward us in all wisdom and prieléinas there ever a God so good to anybody as
God has been to us? | reckon myself to be thergdachild of His providence and | think | hear manfy
you say, “And so are we!” Some of you, perhaps.ehlaad more whipping than others—not so much
because you deserved it but because, “Whom the loges He chastens.” Often the master is hardest
with that boy in the school who is getting on bestause chiding will make him grow. He will find no
fault with a dull, stupid boy—he never can make mathim—nbut the very one who does the best is he
whom he drives on the most vigorously, for he maamaake a senior wrangler of him.

So, perhaps, you, dear friends, are having mareipg than anybody else because you are a branch
that will grow with pruning and will bring forth ltier grapes. There is more love in the chasterhiag t
you get than in the gentler way in which God dedly others. Come, let us bless His name! He is a
loving God! Let us sing in His ways and chant theet of His loving-kindness. And what next? “For
Your loving-kindness and for Your truth.” Ah, thiata blessed thing—a faithful God, a true God, @ Go
that cannot lie—a God that cannot fail His peopl§od that never breaks His promise or forgetsht.
come, let us sing unto His name while we are inwhgs! Let us tell the world that men of high degre
are vanity and men of low degree are a lie, but@aod is true! Let us tell the world that riches rmaé
themselves wings and fly away; that honor and fameebut so much wasted breath and empty air! But
let us tell them that God is—and that in Him thisrsubstantial good and faithfulness that nevds!fai
Here is a sweet song for you to sing concerningLtivel of the way while you are in the way! David
goes on to say, “In the day when | cried, You amsedene and strengthened me with strength in my
soul.” Answered prayers make a fine set of hymnlgl @ayers make new songs! When God hears
prayers, we should let Him hear them again! WhenhBe heard them as prayers, then let Him hear
them as praises! We are often faulty here. | amicthat we go to God with our errands when werare
need, for we have a cupboard love for Him. We ikeerhany a dog to his master—he loves his master
for the bones he gives him.

| do not say that we ever risiove that—we love the Lord because He has heard oyemand
our supplications, but let us sometimes go to thwl lwholly to praise Him. Say, “Lord, this time fliv
not ask anything of You except a grateful heartd AnYou give me that, then | will praise You and
praise You, and praise You because my soul is whaken up with adoring gratitude for what | have
received.” Oh, dear friends, file your prayers wi&nd does not hear them, and when He does hear
them, put them in another file! Keep a silver fite prayers that are unanswered, but a golderfdile
prayers that are answered so that you may renderHim according to the benefit you have received!
Psalms penned at the mercy seat when petitiorgranéed are sweet sonnets for the children of God.

The next subject for song is God’s condescend$taad the sixth verse and let your heart sing it—
“Though the Lord is on high, yet has He respecbuhée lowly.” Oh, do sing this! | remember when |
was but a youth and began to preach the gospelwamdsouls to Christ—they called me “the boy
preacher’—oh how | used to bless the Lord that ldeld/save souls by a boy! Obscure and unknown,
but yet the Lord thought of me and used me! | cahetp praising Him on my own account because of
that. Very likely some of you are in the same ctiadi You may be poor; you may have little talent;
you may be quite unknown, but though the Lord i, yet has He respect unto the lowly! He hears
the praises of the unknown! Wonderful is the pookfthe great unknown.” | am persuaded that the
strength of the church lies in its unknown memlagrg possibly the soul of the music that goes umfro
earth to heaven lies in the unknown singers unnaameong men, who, nevertheless, praise God day
and night. Oh, bless Him that He thinks of you! @ ynaidens, whom He looks upon as He did on her
of old who said, “My soul does magnify the Lordr tde has remembered the low estate of His hand-
maiden,” praise His name! And O, you matrons, retmantHannah, whose sweet song in the Old Tes-
tament was to the same effect as Mary’s in the Nlestament! She, too, praised Him who looked upon
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the weak and the feeble, but caused the bows ahtblety ones to be broken. Condescending love is a
charming theme.

Have you got through that list of songs, deamfil&” Then | have another subject for you. Just read
on and begin to sing of Goddlivering mercy! “Though | walk in the midst of trouble, Yeull revive
me.” Someone says, “Why, that is a song about duntethat is tdbe done.” That is so. We ought to
have quite a collection of songs for the future—

“And a new song is in my mouth,

To long-loved music set!

Glory to You for all the grace

I have not tasted yet.”
Did you ever praise God for tomorrow’s dinner? “\Wave not had it yet.” No, but youill have it.
Thank God for it tonight! Martin Tupper recommenaging men, long before they are married, to pray
for the wives that they will have, and there is@sense in his advice. Don’t you think that itight for
us to pray ahead a bit? Yes? Well, if it is righptay ahead, let ysaise God ahead for the mercies that
we are to have! When | lay very sick, | used tagwgasod at the thought of getting better. | coubd n
help it. | was so glad when | thought of standinghe pulpit again! | am sure | praised God fos thi
night’'s sermon six months ago. Come, brothers &stdrs, let us bless the Lord for the favors whiah
Lord has laid up for them that fear Him! When yaurbt seem to have anything to sing about, today,
sing about what is going to be tomorrow! And ifiheeems to be nothing on earth to sing about, sing
about the everlasting future! Soon you shall ndestempted to say, “What shall | eat, and whatl$hal
drink, and with what shall | be clothed?” You shadive no cares to fret you, nor sins to repentoof,
you shall be perfect before the throne of God,rclescaped from all the dangers and the trials ®f th
way! Come, let us sing for whaill be! “Though | walk in the midst of trouble, Youllrievive me.”

In the last verse there is something to sing alduch certain of our friends are afraid of—“The
Lord will perfect that which concerns me.” Singfmfal preservation! Some good people are not stire o
that. They say, “Saints fall from grace. God begirgood work in them, but He leaves them and tleey d
not get to heaven.” brother, if you cannot reachnbte of final salvation, put your fingers as hah
the harp strings as they will go! But | am happg&y that mine can touch this lofty note, for éith is a
doctrine that | am certain of, it is the doctrirfelee final perseverance of the saints! | will uridke to
say that if the Bible does not teach that, it dogisteach anything! Words have ceased to have a-mea
ing if the Bible does not teach the eternal lifetrole believers! At least to my soul it is so. Hdase
words—"| give unto My sheep eternal life and théals never perish, neither shall any pluck them out
of My hand.” “He that drinks of the water that ladlhgive him shall never thirst; but it shall behim a
well of water springing up into everlasting lifa’hy, there are 50 reasons why he that has the gface
God truly in him and is really born unto God shatit fall away! But one said to me some time ago,
“Yonder man has fallen from grace, and has beeanemgted three times.” “Oh,” | said to him, “You
need a new word then—re-re-regenerated.”

| have heard of the new birth, but | never hedrd wewer birth! | have heard of being born-again,
but | never heard of being born-again and againamain! | discover no trace of it in the Word ofd;0
but | do see distinct tokens that it is impossitlés written—*If these shall fall away, it isnpossible to
renew them again unto repentance, seeing thatidey crucified the Son of God afresh and put Him to
an open shame.” There is a life which God puts theosoul and that life is eterndf!it could die—
that werepossible—the man would be hopelessly dead. “If the saltlbasits savor, with what shall it
be salted? It is from now on good for nothing, taube trodden under foot of men.” “We believe hette
things of you, and things that accompany salvatibough we thus speak.” “Faithful is He that has
called you, who also will do it.” “He will perfe¢hat which concerns me” and, therefore, | will sthig
song to my stringed instruments as long as | live—

“My soul from the palms of His hands
Eternity cannot erase.

Impressed on His heart it remains

In marks of indelible grace.

Yes, | to the end shall endure,

As sure as the earnest is given!

More happy, but not more secure,
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Than glorified spirits in heaven.”
Now there is something to sing about!

V. And now | close with the fourth observation, whishthis—THEY SHALL SINGTO THE
LORD OF THE WAY, AS WELL ASOF THE LORD OF THE WAY. “They shall sing in the ways,
for great is the glory of the Lord.” Oh, brothersdasisters let us take care that all our songscatke
honor and praise of God, for if we ever sing to own praise it will be idolatry! | fear much public
worship is thus marred. We heard of a man in BqstoAmerica, praying such a grand prayer that the
newspapers said, the next day, that it was, “thesti prayer that had ever been offered to a Baaidit
ence.” | am afraid that a good deal of prayingfishat sort and | am sure much singing is no better
Why, we hear of churches where four people aradtivedo the praise of God and all the people Bit st
and listen to them! And that is according to thevNEestament, is it? It must be a very “revised ver-
sion,” surely! | find nothing of that sort in theoBk | have been accustomed to use.dlethe people of
God praise Him! Singing should be congregationat it,should never be performed for the credithaf t
congregation. “Such very remarkable singing! Thecelis quite renowned for its musical performanc-
es.” This is a poor achievement! Our singing shdaddsuch that God hears it with pleasure—singing in
which there is not so much art lasart—not so much of musical sound asspiritual emotion. They
shall sing to the glory of God!

And mark this, dear brothers and sisters, if yod bsing with the Spirit and the understanding, we
shall increase the manifested glory of God by bnggthers to sing in His ways. Sinners pass by'§sod
ways, sometimes, and as they go by, though thegotasee, for they are blind, they chear some-
thing, and they say to one another, “Who are tipesple that tramp along the road?” They are pilgrim
to heaven. And the sinners say, “Let us stop astéria bit.” They listen and they hear the pilgrims
groaning along, and moaning along, and one sagsdther, “Let us go the other way. Let us escape
from such miserable company.”

But another time a number stand listening by te of the hedge and they ask, “Are these pilgrims
going along? Why, they are singing! Are they Metkts®? Are they Presbyterians? Are they that strait-
laced kind of people?” “Yes.” Well, but they ar@ging and they sing very heartily, too! They seem t
be uncommonly merry. Is that their general way?,“@ds,” says one, “and they have good reason to be
happy. | was with one of them and he was tellingwhat the Lord had done for him—and | thought
that if the Lord had done as much for me | sho@dabappy, too.” “And do you know any of these peo-
ple? Are they troubled as we are?” “Oh, yes, thayehtheir troubles, but they take their cares @&rth
heavenly Father and find rest.” “Then,” says orey6uld like to go to their meetings and learn thei
secret”—and so they come and find the Savior!

Legions of flies are caught by this honey! Mang arought to God by the sweet lives of His people.
If we can always rejoice in the Lord, we shall grmany to God who otherwise would have turned on
their heels and said, “We will have nothing to dithwhese dull dreamers. We are too young to Itlse a
our joy in life.” Tell the young people that the stgoyous life is the life that is nearest to Godhattthe
merriest life is the life of the man who has fowlldfor this world, and all for the world to coma,God
and in His Christ! God help you, dear brothers sisters, to sing all day long, and may you everehav
“songs in the night,” to the glory of Him whose rem—"the happy God.” Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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