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“And it shall come to pass, when you are multipli@dd increased in the land, in those days, saysltbed,
they shall say no more, The ark of the covenantleé Lord: neither shall it come to mind: neither sii
they remember it; neither shall they visit it; nager shall that be done anymore.”
Jeremiah 3:16.

THIS text speaks concerning the material ark ousth like to append to that another which speaks of
the arkspiritually and tells us where its antitype is to be found—

“And the temple of God was opened in heaven and¢he@as seen
in His temple the ark of His testament.” [Or coveng]
Revelation 11:19.

When inward piety is low, the externals of religiare frequently cried up. Those who know nothing
of God are the very people to exclaim concernirgmbelves and their brethren, “The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord are these.” The Pleass who were furthest from God, were the most bit-
ter advocates of ritualism and formalism—they wontd even have a man healed on the Sabbath, or
allow the hungry to rub a few ears of corn outhd husks! It is not always so, but yet too oftefhée
nearer the church the further from God.” The ma@ny the less grace; the more phylactery, the less
sanctity; the more of ecclesiasticism, the lessud godliness. On the other hand, whenever thet $pi
God is largely poured out, although the ordinanamke§&od are carefully attended to, yet, as external
things, they are sure to be put into their propacgy and that proper place is a secondary onesfgihe
itual is put foremost, and the ritualistic is placeddmiost when grace is largely given. It was so with
David in the 51 Psalm. When he had made a hearty confession airhisind cried to God for mercy,
he uttered those memorable words, “You desire aotifice; else would | give it: You delight not in
burnt offerings.” He puts aside the symbol becdwesiéas a clear view of tisabstance! That is exactly
the case with the people mentioned in my text—thag been sadly sinful, but God, in His mercy,
promised to turn to them, to bless them, and hitvegn back into their own land again.

He says—"And | will give you pastors accordingMy heart, which shall feed you with knowledge
and understanding. And it shall come to pass, wheg are multiplied and increased in the land, in
those days, says the Lord, they shall say no nidre.ark of the covenant of the Lord: neither sfiall
come to mind: neither shall they remember it; reitbhall they visit it; and neither shall that bene
anymore.” The visible golden ark, which was so mtie#ir glory, would be quite forgotten because of
the gracious visitation of God! That shall be auject this morning.

First, | shall invite your attention to the symbelerenced. Secondly, we shall see that reverence
obliterated, and thirdly we shall dwell upon thaverence transferred, for though we no longer eever
the ancient ark of shittim wood overlaid with pueld, we do honor to that forever enduring ark of
which we read in our second text—"“The temple of @@s opened in heaven and there was seen in His
temple the ark of His covenant.”

|. First, then, let us think upon THE SYMBOL REVERENDKEThe ark of the covenant was a
small coffer not exceeding four and a-half feetength by about two feet, eight inches in breadith.
was made of an enduring kind of wood and was calvesieh pure gold both inside and out. Upon the
upper part of it was a golden crown into whichefitta solid slab of gold which formed the lid of tré&.
That golden lid was called the propitiatory or nyeseat—in the Hebrew, Kapporeth, or a place of cov-
ering. Upon the two ends of this mercy seat, antlgrad parcel of the same solid metal, were twa-che
ubs, with outstretched wings.
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The Lord said of them, “And the cherubim shalesgth forth their wings on high, covering the mer-
cy seat with their wings, and their faces shalklooe to another; toward the mercy seat shall dbed
of the cherubim be.” Between those wings, when @ad favorable to His people, the bright light,
called the Shekinah, was known to shine forth. saign, once in the year, the high priest went ihto t
innermost place, bearing with him a cloud of ineeasad sprinkling the blood, he saw the glory ot tha
light of God. This ark was the object of great rewee and very fitly so, because it symbolized God’
presence, the presence of Jehovah, the living Badthe midst of His people. They saw no similitude,
for what likeness can there be of Him that fillsialall? They knew that God’s excellent glory skon
above the mercy seat and they thought of the adoimmection with the Lord, as David did, when he
said, “You and the ark of Your strength.” It wdsettefore, a thing greatly to be reverenced, for Gad
there. To no other people had God given such antokeHis presence. He walked in the midst of no
other camp—ybut of Israel He had said, “My Spiriallgo with you.” It was the first article of thalier-
nacle concerning which Moses received instructims,indeed, it was the first in honor. Read tBe 2
chapter of Exodus and see how speedily the Lora, gdve the law, provided a chest for its honorable
preservation! Although Solomon made most of thenifure of the holy place anew, he retained the
same ark which was too much esteemed to be changed.

When it was carried abroad in the marches of shaelites it always went in front, and it was disti
guished from all the other furniture by being c@deexternally with blue, as if to signify its healye
character. Lifted high on men’s shoulders, upordgolstaves, the blue colored wrapping of the ark wa
seen in the van of the Lord’s host occupying ttee@lof honor. We do not wonder, therefore, thatis
much spoken of and esteemed by the tribes of Isfaek presence of God meant blessing, for God was
with His people in love to them. The Lord abides$ wah His enemies, but with His chosen. So long as
He gave the token of His presence, it was a sighHle had not cast them off as hopeless. He st@tch
their prayers and granted them His favors, for klé remained in residence among them while His
mercy seat was in the holy place. When the ark weatthe house of Obed-Edom for a time, the Lord
blessed the house of Obed-Edom for the sake drthef the Lord. Therefore David was encouraged to
bring up the ark into his own city, and he did sthwgladness which he expressed by dancing beffiere t
Lord with all his might. Well, then, might the pdegspeak of it, think of it, visit it and magnify lbe-
cause it brought blessings to them!

The ark was held in reverence by the Israelitesabbge it was their leader. When the time came to
march through the wilderness, the ark went in ¢meffont. Often did Moses cry, “Rise up, Lord, ded
Your enemies be scattered,” and on they went adhespathless desert rightly led by this ark of the
covenant. When they came to the brink of Jordarscas as the feet of the priests that bore the ark
touched the waters, the river was parted and theyt whrough dry shod! It was so trusted in thaythe
bore the ark, on one occasion, into the battlefigieitn God wasot with them and the golden coffer
was carried into captivity to vindicate its own leoramong the Philistines by smiting its captorshwit
sore diseases, and breaking in pieces Dagon,@oeif A wonderful ark it was when God was with it! |
was such a symbol of power that we wonder not wien David brought it up to Mount Zion all the
people shouted—and with sound of trumpet celebriggetiumphal march. It was also so much a sym-
bol of holiness that Solomon removed Pharaoh’s ki@ungut of the city of David, for he said, “My wif
shall not dwell in the house of David, king of kskabecause the places are holy, whereunto thefark
the Lord has come.”

In Solomon’s day the ark was finally installedtire temple and the king placed over it two greater
cherubim, ten cubits high, with outspread wingseSehwere made of olive wood overlaid with gold and
probably covered the entire structure of the coéfied the smaller cherubim which were component
parts of it. Then they drew out the staves of tthe signifying that there the ark was to stay—lhey
left the ends of the staves visible to show thatl Goght yet depart from them if they sinned against
Him. In the temple the ark rested until the timaha# captivity and from that time it was no morartake
of and possibly never appeared again in the tettip@iewas built by Zerubbabel or in that which was
enlarged and beautified by Herod. The ark was ¢olshaelites, after their wanderings were over, the
fixed center of their nationality, even as whileyhwere in the wilderness it had always been placed
the center of the camp. In the desert it had bkercéntral kernel of the whole army. Outside the ar
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was the tabernacle or holy place, and outside af th various rows and orders, were the tentdef t
tribes—but the core of it all was this honored ark.

Today we have a center to which we rally—a fixedter which faith perceives in heaven where the
true ark of the covenant has gone up. Marvel nai tiie men of Judah paid great reverence to tkjs ar
when, in so many ways it was a token of good tenth@/hat they did to this ark is mentioned in the
text. First, they recognized it as the ark of tbgemant of the Lord. They were known to say, “The a
of the covenant of the Lord.” They spoke much adnt prided themselves upon the possession of it.
No, they not onlyspoke of it, but theyloved it, for we read, “Neither shall it come to minaf as the
margin has it, “Neither shall it come upon the héarhe ark of the covenant was upon the hearts of
God's people—they had a deep affection for it. Whemas carried away, captive, we read of a godly
woman who was seized with sudden travail at thesnevhile the aged Eli fell backward with horror at
the tidings. It was very dear to the people of God] if it was taken away, they reckoned that tloeyg
was departed from them.

Hence, in the next place, they remembered ithagdxt plainly informs us. If they were captives
they prayed in the direction in which the ark wasated. Wherever they wandered, they thought of
God and of the coffer which represented His preseNext, they visited it. On certain holy days they
came from Dan and from Beersheba, even from thesitends of their land, in joyful companies, sing-
ing from stage to stage and making joyful holidaytteey went up to the place where God did dwell be-
tween the cherubim! When they came back they rejbiiecause they had worshipped before the ark of
the covenant, even before the presence of the NigktGod. Visiting it, they were accustomed, akso,
speak highly of it, for in the margin of your Biklgou will find, “Neither shall they magnify it any
more.” They used to tell one another what the att ione—the glory that shone forth from it, the ac-
ceptance of the offering whose blood was sprinkiedn it on the Day of Atonement—and the testimo-
ny which was heard from between the cherubic wiiggy would tell how the ark divided the Jordan,
how it laid the walls of Jericho level with the gral, how it slew the prying men of Bethshemesh. And
they would tell of Uzzah who laid presumptuous tsandon it, and how the glory of the Lord came up-
on it and filled the temple so that the priestsldaot stand to minister. Of their God and the a@irkdis
strength they would not cease to sing, for theofitke covenant was honored in Israel.

Il. Secondly, | would have you observe THAT REVERENCEAPPEARED. They were to say,
no more, “The ark of the covenant of the Lord.” Yeat fact was to be a blessing. Observe that the
words are not spoken asttaeat, but as a graciougromise. Now, this cannot merely mean that they
would be without the ark, for they would certainigderstand that to be a sign of divine anger. Neith
would the mere absence of the ark fulfill the prefgwords, for if the ark were gone, they woulidl st
remember it and their hearts would hunger aftelf they could not visit it, yet it would come thdir
minds and they would speak of it. It was, somehovpe a gift to them that they should speak no more
of the ark of the covenant, for the text was debden the form of a promise.

The fact is, they were to have done with the synbegause the substance would come. They were
no more to speak of the ark itself, because theyldvbave that which the ark was intended to fordsha
ow. Bear with me with great patience this morniriglev| try to interest you in the points in whichkro
blessed Lord Jesus Christ is the ark of the coveman in the temple of God for us. Our Lord Jedys,

His coming, has put out of His people’s thoughtsriaterial ark of the covenant because its measing
fulfilled in Him! And this, first, in the sense @ireservation! The ark was intended to be a saceast

ury in which God laid up the two tablets of stormon which the law was written, that they might be
kept there as priceless things, not to be commbatydled or even seen, but shut up there as the most
precious gifts of heaven. We know not where théetalare, now, and we know not what has become of
the golden chest. But where is the law now? Onlzg/ibroken at your feet and mine, even as thetabl
were shattered at the feet of Moses. When Mosésttmotablets of the law into his hands, he so@uwgr
angry with the sinful people, and he broke therpiexes at the foot of the mountain. But where & th
law now? In Christ, for, “He is the end of the l&ov righteousness to everyone that believes.” “How
love Your law,” says David. David knew where the/ lvas, and where it could become an object of
love in the hands of the Mediator. The law apafrChrist is a terror to our guilty souls becauss a

law broken, and therefore, condemning!
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But the law in Christ Jesus, honored and fulfillsdHim, is a delightful sight to true worshippeirs.
Him the law is more honored than by any merely humlaedience and it smiles upon us as if we had
perfectly obeyed it. The law fulfilled is our codéince as much as the law violated was our dread. We
think nothing of the ark, now, and we think nothwigthe tablets of stone—but we do think everything
of Christ Jesus, “who is made of God unto us righsmess for He has completely kept the law,” for He
said, “Your law is within My heart.” It was not wiin His heart, alone, but within all His life! Highole
thoughts, words and acts went to make up a goltiestan which the precious treasure of the perfect
law of God should be contained. O come, let us nfaghs blessed name!

Next, the ark signified propitiation, for over thap of the sacred box which held the two tabléts o
the law was the slab of gold called the mercy sdath covered all. We will not talk of that golden
covering, now, but we will speak of Jesus, ourdsesLord, who covers alll When God looks down up-
on His law, He does not see it nakedly—He behdlds the person of His Son. He sees it, there, per-
fectly preserved without taint or flaw of any kirehd He rejoices therein. You and | magnify thed,.or
that instead of having a naked law to look at, Whamuld flash devouring flames upon us, we see the
law in Christ covered with mercy, fulfilled by lova our behalf! We often speak of the mercy saatt, b
do we, as often as we should, remember that Jdsist,GHimself,is that mercy seat? There is no mercy
seat to which we can draw near in prayer except.thd Jesus Christ, Himself, who is the propitiatio
for our sins and through whom our supplications areepted! “Ah,” said the Jew, “we have a mercy
seat that covers all.” “Ah,” say we, “buie have one who does not do tlgically and in outward pat-
tern, alone, but He is the real covering upon whiehlay our prayers and thanksgivings and find our-
selves accepted.” We come not to God on the foatirige law, but the interposing propitiation! He-c
vers all and comes between—and ugwat mercy seat we offer our petitions and praisest Tha sec-
ond blessed reason why we will say no more, “Theddrthe covenant of the Lord,” neither shall it
come to mind, for Jesus is the propitiatory for us.

The next word is a very blessed one and thatvermant. The ark was called “the ark of the cove-
nant.” It represented a covenant of works, as & waart of a visible sanctuary, and ah, how socas w
that covenant broken! There is no wonder that enltfeaking of that covenant, the golden pot of mann
was lost and that Aaron’s rod that budded was nerseen, for we are told in the Chronicles thatrwhe
they opened the ark, in the days of Solomon, the® nothing found in it “save the two tablets which
Moses put therein at Horeb, when the Lord madevar@nt with the children of Israel, when they came
out of Egypt.” Paul tells us that they were therginally, and so it is probable that they wereetak
away by the Philistines. Ah, how soon we shoul@ litee sweet things of God if we were under the cov-
enant of works—and how soon we should miss thel@sotereignty of His shepherd rod! | thank and
bless God that in Christ Jesus we have a coveriagrtioe which can never fail and never can be bro-
ken! In Him we have all that our soul desires—piotn@anna and rod of Aaron—covenant provision and
covenant rule we find in Him. Dear hearer, have goear seen Christ as your covenant? It is not every
believer that has seen Him in that light. When in& tome to Christ, we look to Him as our Savind a
we are lightened—and a very blessed look it is!

It may not be till years after that we come to erstind that God has entered into covenant with us
in Christ; that He will bless us, sanctify us amgf us to the end. But, mark you, while a knowleafge
Christ as a Savior gives you the bread of life,thiet“wines on the lees well refined” and the ‘tlaihgs
full of marrow” are unknown to you till you can spthat word, “covenant.” Oh, how | wish some of
the people of God understood it and realized tiextetis established between God and us, in thempers
of Christ Jesus, a covenant ordered in all thimgs sure! May the Holy Spirit teach you this! Gods ha
pledged His honor for the salvation of His peophel &le has sealed the covenant with the precious
blood of Jesus, and therefore He will not turn avirayn it, but will keep it for His Son’s sake! Oh,
blessed Jesus, we need no ark of the covenantpioare the covenant, itself, to us, and in Yourere
joice!

Fourthly—because this ark was the ark of the camewnf God, it was from it that He was accus-
tomed to reveal Himself—and so it is called thek“af testimony.” Jehovah often spoke from the mercy
seat to His waiting people. His priests and proplhetard a voice coming forth from the thick darlsnes
of the secret chamber wherein God dwelt—a voicenfadf the mercy seat giving them promises of
succor in their times of need. It was a great thmgossess what they called, “the oracle.” No othe
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people had a true oracle except these chosen 6éri&sdp but now that its voice is silent, we need no
regret it, for we have another oracle. “God, whewatdry times and in divers manners spoke in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, has, iretlast days, spoken unto us by His Son.” His Sdhdas
testimony of the Father’'s mind. “He that has seen’Mle says, “has seen the Father.” In all the avorl
of nature; in all the realm of providence; in &létbooks of Revelation, God is seen, but nowhetdeas

is seen in the person of Jesus Christ—Jesus, thid,\léahe plainest Revelation of God! His sacdfis

the heart of God written out in readable charactirsus Christ is “the testimony!” Come, then, beth

let us rejoice in the faithful and true witnessntgowill say that they know God by study. Otherslalec
that they have found God by reflection. And sonmeadr that they perceive Him by imagination. But all
their knowledge put together cannot equal the bikssstimony of God which He has given us concern-
ing Himself in the manifestation of His incarnate)y, obedient, suffering, dying, risen Son! We say
more, “the ark of the testimony,” but we rejoicattiood was made flesh and dwelt among us. And we
beheld His glory, and saw the Father in the Son.

We have only reached the middle of the subject-rtis ark also signified enthronement—for the
top of the ark was, so to speak, the throne of Gaslas “the throne of the heavenly grace.” Theme G
reigned and dwelt, that igypically. It was a throne to which petitioners came withirtipleas to obtain
favors at the hand of the great King. Where, na@wthe visible throne of God? Ah, sirs, His holygala
has been broken down and He dwells not in templedenwith hands; that is to say of this building.
There is now no visible throne of God upon the fatthe earth. Whereunto shall you liken the throne
of the Most High? We have heard of thrones of nyidtimgs adorned with gold, ivory, pearls and gems
till they have shone like rainbows—but what wouldge trifles be to the God of the whole earthdif y
would see the throne of God, behold the persom@fGhrist, for in Him dwells all the fullness ofeth
Godhead bodily! The Lord reigns from the tree, friva cross—here is the kingdom of God set up in
the person of Christ Jesus among the sons of mernvi@at a blessing to have such a throne to come
to—to Jesus, Himself, whis the throne of the invisible God! We talk no longérthe ark and of its
gold; of its crown and of its golden lid; o the wé&d cherubs, for the Lord Jesus is infinitely bettan
these! Oh, our beloved Lord and Master, chase daese shadows from our minds, for the very throne
of God is You!

Out of this grows the next idea, that as it wasglace of God’s enthronement, so it was the dbor o
man’s approach. Men never came nearer to God dh, égpically, than when they stood in the holy
place close by the ark. Israel was nearest to Gguipolically, on that day when the atonement had
been made and accepted—and her priest stood bbkrark—awe-stricken in the presence of God.
You and | need not speak of the ark of the coverfanive have a blessed way of approach. We do not
come to Christ only once in the year, but every idaye year and every hour of the day! He who came
but once in the year came tremblingly! The Jewsdaddition that they put a cord about the foothef
high priest so that if he should die before the #r&y might draw out his corpse—such was thewikger
fear of God! That tradition shows what was the tseng nature of that entrance within the veil—how
different from the apostle’s words, “Let us comédbpunto the throne of the heavenly grace.” We are
not afraid of being stricken with death there—we fill of reverence—but we have not received the
spirit of bondage, again, to fear. There is no apghing God except in Christ, but in Christ our ap-
proach to God may be as near as possible. Comerneaarer still—it is your fault that you do not
come near enough! There is nothing to trembleexg-k-come right up to God and speak with Him as a
man speaks with his friend.

| would leave others to worship as they find tieay, but to me, though the prayers of our national
church are very beautiful—they are so very cold!atv long way off is God in the liturgy! What word
is there in it of childlike delight in God? Theredocertain brothers and sisters who have been accus
tomed to that style of praying chide us for ourdmgss and familiarity in prayer. They think we pre-
sumptuous in drawing so near to God! Brothers asigrs, we do not marvel at your judgment, nor
complain of it! We would not condemn you for youstdnt prayers, but weannot yield to your censure
of our bolder approach, for we have in our bosorasrese of acceptance and a spirit of adoption which
will not let us speak with God otherwise than as Hivored children! We come boldly because we
come through Jesus! Who is afraid of Jesus? Whddgra when drawing near to Him? And if He is the
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mercy seat to which we come—and the place wheré-#tleer meets us—we feel that He permits the
holy familiarity, the humble freedom which is sugtgl to our hearts by the spirit of adoption!

| must go a step further—the ark was the plaagracious power. On the top of the mercy seat stood
cherubic figures and, notwithstanding all that teat men may have said, | do not think that any idea
nearer the mark than that these cherubim were typasgelicpower—and of all the powers of provi-
dence which God is pleased to use in the behdffi®people. Notice how frequently the Word associ-
ates angels with our Lord. For instance, when Jaembthe ladder which reached to heaven and God at
the top of it, there were angels ascending andesheliecg upon it. Cherubim were on all the curtaihs o
the most holy place which enclosed the ark, andrtimstry of angels is interwoven into the greateo
nant plan of salvation. “Are they not all ministegispirits, sent forth to minister for them who lsba
heirs of salvation?” Consider, then, that the asgal the mercy seat typify tipewer of God by which
He will defend His people. Right well did He defettndm, for who could harm them when He was in
the midst of them? Yet we will not speak of the. &kither will we remember it. Neither will we Misi
it, for we see in Christ Jesus that all the poweBod is on our side! He is, “God With Us,” anddbd
is with us, who can be against us? Every angdlasservant of our covenant head, and so the guardia
of every member of Christ. As He might have sumndoh2 legions of angels by one uplifted glance to
heaven, so will He fill the mountain with horsesfioé and chariots of fire whenever His people need
such succor! The stars in their courses fighttier $avior and for the saved ones—nothing shalgriyy
means, harm them! In heaven and earth and hellywHreant of the great King stands in full force,
“Touch not My anointed, and do My prophets no hawmd this protection comes to us because we are
preserved in Christ Jesus.

An eighth explanation, however, | must close wath,far as this second head is concerned. The ark
was much reverenced by the Jews because it wasettier of their nationality. Around the ark in the
wilderness gathered all the tribes. The pillaricd find cloud above the ark of the covenant was<sod
flaming standard marking the pavilion where thed_of hosts abode. After they were settled in Canaan
it was the center of the nation. There the tribesig, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimonyof
God. Today we have no such sacred ark or cheshaVe no palladium or central standard. There is a
church which has a man they call, “infallible,” wie her center—and there are others who, in their
cravings after uniformity in the churches wouldidve no doubt, soon create a second hierarchy and
bring forth by prodigious birth a second pope—husinot so among us! God will not have it so! He
will have nohuman center, and our very divisions are overruled &vpnt such a thing. But theieone
center to which all God’s people gather! There nge mame above every name, “of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named.” Find me aedogpiritual men, and to describe their different
modes of thought, one of them may be called a Bapine an Episcopalian, a third a Presbyterian, a
fourth a Methodist and so forth. Let them sit tbgetand begin to talk of the things of God—of tle-c
enant of grace; the work of the Spirit in the sdh€ preciousness of the blood of Jesus—and ydu wil
see that they are one! Though they talk with varibrogues, their language is one. Even as men from
Somersetshire, or Essex, or Yorkshire all diffed gat all are Englishmen—so are Christians of waio
denominations one in the common language of thesarbChrist!

They say that Christians ought to be one and sougét. But | go further and assert that all whe ar
in Christ are already one! When our Lord prayeddflthey all may be one,” was He unheard? Was His
prayer unavailing? | believe it was answered aadl tili this day there is a vital union among all pee-
ple of God in every place. And though they somesirttg to conceal that unity, yet the love of Christ
wills out and will fuse them into one. Put two mémneologians together and they will fight like Kilken-
ny cats! But bring two spiritual men together a tiross, and they will lie down like two lambs—they
cannot help it—they must love each other in Chiigtere is, there must be, an essential unity among
those who are quickened by the Spirit! And | regoamd glory that the name, the person and the afork
Jesus are, at this hour, the center of Christend@ik not of the ark, neither visit it, neither lecome
to mind, for the King, Himself, is in the midst u$, “the standard bearer among ten thousand.”

[Il. Thirdly, let us see THIS REVERENCE TRANSFERRED. lust render to Jesus the honor
which aforetime was offered to the ark. First,Ustsay that Jesus is our covenant. We are tolcgy'Th
shall say no more, “The ark of the covenant ofltbed.” People must talk, it is natural to them,ythe
must say something—what else are their tongueslfer?s, then, say concerning Christ thigtis the
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ark of the covenant of the Lord. Come, let us e say it for himself—"Lord Jesus, | am in covenan
with God through You. Jesus, You are my propitiaticby You | approach unto the Father.” Recognize
this truth of God for yourself, my brothers andesis, and it will be a grand day for you. When yawe
said it to yourself, say it to those about you. B4y strangers, but especially say it to your dwothers
and sisters. “They that feared the Lord spoke oftem to another,” and what better subject coulg the
have than to say one to another, “Brother, wh#diedhip we have with God in Christ! What a covenant
there is between us and Him! Oh how sweetly doassCtover our sins! How blessedly does He fulfill
the law! How sweetly does He bring us into felloypstvith angels, and how does He enable God to
shine forth upon us!” Say this, say it often, nopedll rebuke you—it is a subject upon which youyna
be as fluent as you please. When you have saygdalknow, say it over again! And when you have said
it again, say it a third time! This is a kind ofta@f which the human ear, when once it is cleansed

er grows weary!

The text takes you a step farther, for it saygheforiginal ark, “neither shall it come to minay’, (I
give the margin), “neither shall it come upon ybeart.” Brethren, le€Christ come upon your heart and
dwell there! Beloved, let us not have Christ in kiead, but Christ in the heart! Know all you caowb
Him, but love Him on account of everything you kndar everything we learn about Christ ought to be
another argument for affection to Him. How | lovddn when | only knew myself a sinner and Christ a
Savior! But oh, | love Him more as | begin to seg gneater need and His greater fullness—as | see my
greater sinfulness and His greater graciousnesgbOdn great Christ! Oh to see Him grow upon us! Oh
to get more knowledge and then to have our healtésged that we may love Him more and more! Car-
ry Christ in your heart, even as the Israelite hbeeark in his affections. Oh love the Lord, auyHis
saints! You can love other things too much, butymatr Lord! Embrace Him! Cry in the language of the
Song, “Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouthutsiders do not understand the Song—they say
it is a mere love ditty. They never will understandll the Lord Jesus is laid on their hearts.t Behen
He is once there—their joy, their all—they will mepist such golden speech as Solomon’s Song! And
every word of it will be dear to their souls. Let, then, love our Lord with all our hearts.

And, next, if we should ever grow dull or coldaaty time, let us take the third step in the text ke
us remember the Lord—

“What peaceful hours | once enjoyed,

How sweet their memory still.”
If I have not this enjoyment now, | will remembegand struggle till | find my Lord again. O my Lord
will remember You. If | forget You, let my heartrfget to beat—

“Gethsemane, can | forget?

Or there Your conflict see,

Your agony and bloody sweat,

And not remember Thee!

When to the cross | turn my eyes,

And rest on Calvary,

O Lamb of God! My sacrifice!

| must remember Thee.

Remember Thee and all Your pains,

And all Your love to me.

Yes, while a breath, a pulse remains,

Will | remember Thee.”
O memory, leave no other name than that of Jesamsded upon your tablets! Let us sometimes set
apart a little space for the exercise of our memtirig good for children at school to have thegno-
ries trained. Should not we sometimes, especiaiywho speak so much, get alone and sanctify our
memory by going over all the blessings of the cavgnvhich come to us by Christ—all the glory of His
person and all the wonders of His work? Oh, yesmust remember it!

The next thing is, let us visit Him. We cannot @et on journeys, now, to go to Jerusalem on foot—
little bands of us together—yet let us visit Jedies.us continually come to the mercy seat aloneoW
that knows the worth of prayer but wishes to berofthere? Next, let us come up by twos and threes.
You that live at home and seldom get out, could yoty every now and then during the day, say ta you
maid, if she is a Christian, or to your sister wives with you, “Come, let us have a five minutesit
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to the ark of the covenant. Let us go to the Lard speak with Him— maybe He will speak with us.
Perhaps we have not been agreeing as we shouldis-tgi and hear what God the Lord will speak, for
He may speak peace to us in more senses than em@apB we have had a trouble today and we do not
see our way—Ilet us go up to the ark of the coveaadthear what the oracle will tell us. Perhaps the
Lord will say, ‘This is the way, walk you in it" @we shall know what to do.”

Frequently, in twos and threes, visit Christ yatk and take care, also, to join the great caravéns
church prayer. One starts in this place every Syatl@even o’clock in the morning, and anothehat t
hour of ten. Join those bands of pilgrims! A daliger company goes up to the oracle on Mondaytsigh
at seven o’clock. Some twelve or fifteen hundredi®fare usually to be found in happy fellowship go-
ing up to the mercy seat on Mondays. A very bledisiéel company meet on Thursday nights, before |
begin my sermon, and they say, “Come and let uangbinquire of the Lord and ask His blessing upon
His servants.” Besides these, there are meetinggréayer in this place at so many hours that | cann
now mention them all.

If you live where they are giving up on prayer megs, carry home a live coal and drop it into your
minister’'s bosom. “Ah,” you say, “he might not like’ That is very likely, but he certainly needsts
ting on fire if he lets the prayer meeting go oQturches without prayer meetings? Pull them down,
their day is over! Stop the preacher’s mouth ifdoes not pray, and let his church be scatteretigo t
winds, for the church that forgets to assemblepfayer has “Ichabod” written on its walls! No praye
no power! The ark of the covenant is gone wherptaple no longer come together to cry unto the Lord
in their companies. Let us constantly visit the, éinlen, together! Let us go up to the holy placd the
may speak with the Most High!

The last thing is, “Neither shall that be doneranye,” but the margin has it, “Neither shall that b
magnified anymore.” Transfer your reverence, tham as you cannot magnify the literal mercy seat,
come and magnify Christ, who is theal mercy seat! Oh, that | knew how to speak wordsthyoto lie
under the soles of my Master’s feet! Oh, that lld@peak a sentence that was fit to be laid inrdiael
like the palm branches with which the disciplegwtd His way, not worthy to be touched by His feet,
but by the feet of the beast that He rode upomh In@t worthy to unloose His shoe lace! He is saiglo
ous that archangels fall on their faces to adora!Hieaven is splendid, but the splendor of heasgen i
the presence of my Lord and Master! His throne ggoaious high throne, but it owes its glory ansl it
height to Him that sits upon it! Hallelujah unto t¥,dO Christ! Hallelujah forever and ever, for Yoene
slain and have redeemed us unto God by Your bldatie Jew was ever permitted to look upon the
golden chest of the ark, he saw but little compaveed what | see in You, You man, You God!

The wood that could not rot, covered over withcpres gold, was a poor representation of His per-
fect manhood and glorious Godhead. The ark wasre@dwbut we see Jesus made a little lower than the
angels and crowned King Of kings and Lord of lordghin my heart cries hallelujah! The Jew could
but see a slab of gold that was called the thrdri&oal, but we see the spotless, perfect life afidiia-
ly precious atonement of Christ which are bettantthe much fine gold. | see God, not as a lightle
eyes, but as shining upon the soul in Jesus, mg.l®h, the glory, the glory of that light of Godain
reconciled! | am a child of God! | am brought ne2ehovah speaks to me! | speak to Him! Hallelujah!
All praise to Him through whom such fellowship endered possible so that a man can see God and
live! Glory, glory be unto Him who is now in thentple above! The veil is torn and faith can see slesu
to whom we come this day. God bless you this dag Kess you, beloved! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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