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“The Lord his God is with him, and the shout of arlg is among them.”
Numbers 23:21.

IT was a singular spectacle to see the king of Maradb his lords climbing to the tops of the craggy
rocks, accompanied by that strange being, the Eaptephet Balaam. They are seeking to look upon
Israel with the evil eye, and flash down cursesrnuper tents in the plain beneath. You see themngazi
down from the mountains upon the encampment imilteerness below, even as vultures from aloft spy
out their prey. They watch with keen and cruel egasning and malice are in their countenances. How
Balak longs to crush the nation which he fears!yTéwe secretly endeavoring by spell and enchantment
to bring evil upon the people whom Jehovah haserhasd led into the wilderness. You see them offer-
ing their seven bullocks and their seven rams uperseven altars which they have set up upon Psgah
rocks. Balaam retires to wait until the inspiratgirall come upon him, and he shall be able to gsph
In all probability Moses knew nothing about thigla time, and certainly the people below knew noth
ing of the foul conspiracy. There lay the tribesthe valley, unaware that mischief was brewing, and
quite unable to meet the dark design even if tte/lteen aware of it. What a mercy it was for thieat t
they were guarded by a Watcher, and a holy onesa/kges can never slumber. How true it is—“I the
Lord do keep it; | will water it every moment: lesty hurt it, | will keep it night and day.” The tdis
eyes are fixed upon Balaam the hireling and Baftekdon of Zippor. In vain do they weave the en-
chantment and work the divination, they shall kerlyt ashamed and confounded. They were baffled in
their machinations, and utterly defeated in theltesnes and that for one single reason. It is witte
“JEHOVAH SHAMMAH—the Lord is there. God’s presenitethe midst of His people is as a wall of
fire round about them, and a glory in their mid3te Lord is their light and their salvation, whohaB
they fear?

At this present time God has a people, a remnardrding to the election of grace, that still dwell
like sheep in the midst of wolves. When, as a phtihe Lord’s church, we look at our surroundings,
see much that might cause us alarm, for neverraildng or night, is Satan quiet. Like a roaring lios
goes about, seeking whom he may devour. He ploseanet his crafty devices. If it were possible he
would deceive even the very elect. This prince akdess has on earth, many most diligent servants,
compassing sea and land to make proselytes, layih@ll their strength, and using all their crafida
cunning if by any means, they may destroy the kamgaf God, and blot out the truth from under heav-
en. It is saddest of all to see certain men whonktige truth in some degree, as Balaam did, entering
into league with the adversary against the truaelsrThese combine their arts, and use all possible
means that the gospel of the grace of God, andhbech that holds it, may utterly be destroyedh#
church is not destroyed, it will be no thanks tos Beemies, for they would swallow her up quickly.
When we look upon the signs of the times, our hgestvs heavy, for iniquity abounds, the love of
many waxes cold, many false spirits have gone abiro#he earth, and some whom we looked upon as
helpers are proving themselves to be of anotheeroMfhat then? Are we dismayed? By no means, for
that same God who was in the midst of the churdhénwilderness is in the church of these last days
Again shall her adversaries be defeated. Still Hedefend her, for the Lord has built His churgbom
a rock and the gates of hell shall not prevail mgjaner. The reason of her safety is this—

“God in the midst of her does dwell;
Nothing shall her remove;

The Lord to her a helper shall,

And that right early, prove.”
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Our text declares the grand safeguard of the chofr€od, ensuring her against every peril known and
unknown, earthly or Satanic—"Jehovah his God iwitm, and the shout of a king is among them.”

May the Holy Spirit help me while | try to speakst, uponGod’s presence with His peopland
secondly, upornthe results of that presencand thirdly, uporhow, by the grace of God, that presence
may be preserved continually among us.

|. First, let me speak a little upon GOD’S PRESENCE@NG HIS PEOPLE. It isn extraordi-
nary presencefor God’s ordinary and usual presence is everyathévhere shall we flee from His
presence? He is in the highest heaven and in Westchell. The hand of the Lord is upon the hidtshi
and His power is in all deep places. This knowleg®o high and wonderful for us. God is every-
where, for in Him we live and move and have ounbeiStill there is a peculiar presence, for God was
among His people in the wilderness as He was nohgrthe Moabites and the Edomites their foes. And
God is in His church as He is not in the worldislta peculiar promise of the covenant that God will
dwell with His people and walk among them. By tlife @f the Holy Spirit the Lord is with us and irsu
at this hour. He says of His church, “Here willwell, for | have desired it.” This is much more nha
God’s being about us. It includes the favor of Gmdards us, His consideration of us, His workinghwi
us. An active nearness to bless is the presenwéioh we speak.

Here we may say with great reverence that Goditis Mis peoplein the entireness of His nature
The Father is with us, for the Father Himself lowuss Like as a father pities his children, so tioedL
pities them that fear Him. He is near to us, suipghour needs, guiding our steps, helping us irefim
and tutoring us for eternity. God is where His @dfeh are, hearing every groan of their sorrow, mark
every tear of their distress. The Father is inrthest of His family, acting a father’s part towartiem.
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all geti®ns.” He is never far from any into whose btgeas
He has put the spirit of adoption whereby we cAbla, Father!” Come, you children of God, rejoine i
this, your heavenly Father has come unto you ardkeahvith you. We also have the presence of the di-
vine Son of God. Said He not to His apostles, “Lam with you always, even unto the end of the
world”? Have we not this for our joy whenever warmtogether, that we meet in His name, and that
He still says, “Peace be unto you,” and manifesisgsdlf unto us as He does not unto the world? Many
of you know most delightfully what it is to havdléevship with God, for “truly our fellowship is whit
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” And fiblewship would not be ours if we were not made
near by His precious blood. Very near are we tohisart of Christ. He dwells with us. Yes, He is one
with us. Peculiarly this presence relates to théy Epirit. It is He who represents the Lord Jesumw
has gone from us. We have a double portion of €si8pirit, because we see Him now that He is taken
up, even as Elisha had a double portion of Elij@piit, according to the prophet’s saying, “If ysee
me when | am taken from you, it shall be so unto.y/@hat is, a double portion of my spirit shalkte
upon you. It was expedient that our Lord and Mast@uld go that the Spirit might be given. ThatrSpi
it, once poured out at Pentecost, has never betanaivn. He is still in the midst of this dispensat
working, guiding, quickening, comforting, exercigiall the blessed office of the Paraclete, anddein
for us and in us God’s advocate, pleading for ththf and for us. Yes, dear friends, the Father Sbn,
and the Holy Spirit are in the midst of the truenan of God when that church is in a right and tigal
state. And if the triune God is gone away fromcharch, then her banners must trail in the dusthéo
warriors have lost their strength. This is the glof the church of God—to have the grace of thedLor
Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, Baccommunion of the Holy Spirit to be her never-
failing benediction. What a glory to have FathesnSand Holy Spirit manifesting the Godhead in the
midst of our assemblies, and blessing each ons.of u

For God to dwell with us, what condescending presenites is! And will God, in very truth, dwell
among men? If the heaven of heavens cannot coHiain will He abide among His people? He will!
He will! Glory be to His name! “Know you not thabyr bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit?”
God dwells in us. Wonderful word! Who can fathore ttepth of this grace? The mystery of the incar-
nation is equaled by the mystery of the indwellihgat God, the Holy Spirit, should dwell in our besl
is as extraordinary as that God the Son shouldbibhiaat body which was born of the blessed virgin.
Strange, strange is this, that the Creator showtlldn His creatures, that the Infinite shouldeateacle
in finite beings. Yet so it is, for He has saidef@inly | will be with you.”
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Whatan awethis imparts to every true church of God! You ngayin and out of certain assemblies,
and you may say, “Here we have beauty! Here we hdwenment, musical, ecclesiastical, architectural,
oratorical, and the like!” But to my mind therens worship like that which proceeds from a man when
he feels—the Lord is here. What a hush comes dnvesoul! Here is the place for the bated breath, th
unsandalled foot, and the prostrate spirit. Nowveeeon holy ground. When the Lord descends in the
majesty of His infinite love to deal with the headf men, then it is with us as it was in Solomdeis-
ple when the priests could not stand to ministerdason of the glory that filled the place. Marsés
aside, for God is there. In such a case the mosnflthink it better to be silent, for there istiates,
more expressiveness in absolute silence than ifittest words. “How dreadful is this place! This i
none other but the house of God, and this is tle gfaheaven.” Why? Because Jacob had said, “Surely
the Lord is in this place.” We regard the lowliessemblies of the most illiterate people with saiem
reverence if God is there. We regard the largestrablies of the wealthiest and most renowned with
utter indifference if God is not there.

This is the on@ecessityf the church. The Lord God must be in the middtey or she is nothing. If
God is there, peace will be within her walls, amdsperity within her palaces. But if the Lord istno
there, woe unto the men that speak in His namehtyr shall cry in bitterness, “Who has believed ou
report?” Woe unto the waiting people, for they sgalaway empty! Woe unto the sinners in a forsaken
Zion, for no salvation comes to them! The presesfd8od makes the Church to be a joyful, happy, sol-
emn place. This brings glory to His name and péaddis people. But without it, all faces are pal#,
hearts are heavy.

Brethren, this presence of Godcigarly discernedy the gracious, though others may not know it.
Yet | think even the ungracious, in a measure, gieecit—coming into the assembly they are struck
with a secret something, they know not what. Anth&y do not immediately join in the worship of the
present God, yet a deep impression is made upom begond any that could be caused by the sound of
human speech, or by the grandeur of outward shiowy Teel awed, and retire abashed. Certainly the
devil knows where God is—none better than he. Heshthe camp of which Jehovah is the leader
against it. He doubles his enmity, multiplies histp and exercises all his power. He knows whese hi
kingdom finds its bravest assailants and he thezedtiacks their headquarters, even as Balaam and B
lak did of old.

Let us look at Balaam for a moment. May we neuerin the way of Balaam for a reward, but let us
stand in his way for a moment that he may be oactwe. This man had sold himself for gold, and
though he knew God and spoke under inspirationhgeinew Him not in his heart, but was willing to
curse God’'s people for money. He was thwarted sndeisign because God was there. It is worth our
while to see what kind of a God Jehovah is in Balagestimation. He describes our God in verse 19—
“God is not a man, that He should lie; neither ¢ba of man, that He should repent: has He said, and
shall He not do it? Or has He spoken and shall étenrake it good?” Balaam perceived that the God
who was in the midst of His people is not a chabtgegod, not a false god, not one who promises and
forgets, or promises and eats his words, or prasnigeat he cannot and will not perform. The God of
Israel is faithful and true, immutable, unchangikgery one of His promises shall be fulfilled. Naofe
His Words shall fall to the ground. “Has He saidd @hall He not do it?—has He spoken and shatitit n
come to pass?” What a joy it is to have such a &othis among us—a promise-making and a promise-
keeping God, a God at work for His people as Hededared He would be, a God comforting and
cheering His people, and fulfilling in their expaice that which His Word has led them to expeads Th
God is our God forever and ever. He shall be oidegaven unto death.

My dear friends, we sometimes hear men talk offélare of the church. We are afraid that some
churches do fail. Wherever failure occurs, the dmatof it is the absence of the Lord of hosts, fer H
cannot fail. | heard one, speaking of the distincivhich he lives, say, “We are a religions peopik.
most all the people attend a place of worship,”thé,added, “I am bound to add that of spiritutd ive
have few traces. One church has given up its prangstings, another feels that its entertainmergs ar
more important than its worship, and another inotis for worldliness.” This is a testimony agitde
as it is common. The worst thing that can be samhy Christian community is this, “You have a name
to live and are dead.” “You are neither cold not’h®ur Lord Jesus says, “I would you were cold or

Volume 29 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 The Best War Cry Sermon #1709

hot. So then because you are lukewarm, and nestiidrnor hot, | will spue you out of My mouth.” A
church without life and zeal makes Christ sick. ¢d@not bear it. He can put up with downright god-
lessness sooner than with a profession of religiginof which the life and the power are gone, siihce
has cooled down into lukewarmness. This, then,veailgl pray for continually—the presence of God in
the midst of His people—

“Great Shepherd of Your Israel

Who did, between the cherubs dwell,

And led the tribes, Your chosen sheep,

Safe through the desert and the deep,

Your church is in the desert now!

Shine from on high, and guide us through.

Turn us to You, Your love restore

We shall be saved, and sigh no more.”

Il. To whet your desire for this, let me pass on tostheond head of my subject, which is briefly to
describe THE RESULTS OF THIS DIVINE PRESENCE. Soofd¢hese results ammentioned in the
context.One of the first ideading—"“God brought them out of Egypt” (v. 22). The bestics give us
another rendering, “God is bringing them out of gigyWhen God is in the midst of His people, He is
leading them, so that we may cheerfully sing tloaiigs “He leads me, He leads me,” and go on with Da-
vid to say, “He leads me beside the still wateW§¢ need no other leader in the church when we have
God, for His eye and arm will guide His peoplem always afraid of having human rules in a church,
and equally fearful of being governed by human @deats. | am afraid of power being vested in one, o
two, or twenty men. The power must be in the Lomhé€lf. That church which has God in the midst of
it, rules itself, and goes right without any otlgerdance but that which comes of the Holy Spinttsrk-
ing. Such a church keeps together without aimingréfiormity, and goes on to victory even though it
makes no noise. That movement is right which isbedsod, and that is sure to be all wrong which is
led in the best possible way if God is absent. @irgdion is all very well, but | sometimes feel lined
to join with Zwingli in the battle when he saidn“the name of the holy Trinity let all loose,” fathen
everybody is free, if God is present, everybodpasind to do the right thing. When each man moves
according to the divine instinct in him, there vk little need of regulations. All is order wheésed
rules. Just as the atoms of matter obey the presemer of God, so do separate believers obey tke on
great impelling influence. Oh, for God to be in tttaurch to lead it: and it shall be rightly guidé&xb
not fall in love with this particular system, oathmy brothers and sisters. Do not cry up thigesah of
working or that! Get the Spirit of God and almasy a&hape that spiritual life takes will be a forfrea-
ergy suitable for the particular emergency. Godendéeads His people wrongly. It is for them to ée¥
the fiery, cloudy pillar. Though it leads them thgh the sea, they shall traverse it dry-shod. Thatg
leads them through a desert, they shall be fedugindt brings them into a thirsty land, they stthlhk
to the full of water from the rock. We must have tlord with us to guide us into our promised rest.

The next blessing strength.“He has as it were the strength of a unicorn,igee22). It is generally
agreed that the creature here meant is an exfiecies of urus or ox, most nearly represented by th
buffalo of the present period. This gives us thaex@ce—“He has, as it were, the strength of a huffa
When God is in a church, what rugged strength, wiedsive force, what irresistible energy is sure to
be there! And how untamable is the living forceluYaannot yoke this buffalo to everybody's plow. It
has its own free way of living and it acts afterdatvn style. When the Lord is with a church, hewveo
is not in numbers, though very speedily she wilk@ase. Her power is not wealth, though God wiléta
care that the money comes when it is needed. Heemplees in God and that power becomes irresistible
untamable, and unconquerable. Force and energwitlrehe Lord. | fear that what many bodies of
Christian people need is this force. Examine yomdkgious body, it is huge, but it lacks musclesla
fine-looking organization, but soul, sinew, backbeare lacking. Where God is, there is sure tofee li
force. When the Spirit of God descended upon tts¢ $iaints, they began to speak with wondrous pow-
er. And though they were persecuted, they weresabtiued. No bit could be put into their mouths to
hold them in, for they went everywhere preaching Word. Of the true Israel it shall be said—"His
strength is as the strength of the buffalo: it cdrbe controlled or conquered.”
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The next result isafety.“Surely there is no enchantment against Jacolthereis there any divina-
tion against Israel.” The presence of God quiedlffles all the attempts of the evil one. | haveiced,
dear brethren, in this church where we have had€Gmé@sence in a great measure, that all around us
people have gone off to this opinion and to theeotancy, yet our members as a rule, have stoad fir
Persons say to me, “Do you not sometimes answeskibygticisms of the day?” | answer, “No. They do
not come in my way.” “Do not modern opinions traailjlour church?” They have not done so. Why,
because God is there, and spiritual life in vigeremercise does not fall a victim to disease. Aigies
atmosphere does not agree with modern doubt. Weeplg fall into that evil, they go where the thing
is indulged, or at least where it is combated, whersome way or other they can develop their laive
novelty and foster the notion of their own wisdoimfidelity, Socinianism, and modern thought can
make no headway where the Spirit is at work. Enthant does not lie against Israel, and divination
does not touch Jacob. If a church will keep tohtrkeep to God, and do its own work, it can livela
lamb in the midst of wolves without being torn ireges. Have God with you and not only the evil of
doctrinal error, but every other error, shall betkar from you. There was even, when Christ wathén
church, a Judas in the midst of it, and even inapestles’ days there were some that went out from
them because they were not of them, for if they leh of them, doubtless they would have continued
with them. Therefore we may not expect to be wittalse brethren. But the true safety of the chusch
not a creed, not an enactment for expelling tholse wolate the creed, only the presence of God can
protect His people against the cunning assaultisenf foes.

Upon these words, “there is no enchantment agdatsib, no divination against Israel,” suffer a few
sentences. There are still a few foolish peopléhearworld, who believe in witchcraft and spellst bu
you, beloved, if you love the Lord, throw such nemse to the winds. Do you not hear people talk abou
this being lucky and that unlucky? This notion éatihenish and unchristian. Never utter such noesens
But even if there were such things as witchcratt divination, if this house were full of devils atite
air swarmed with invisible spirits of an evil soygt if we are the people of God, surely thereasn-
chantment against us. Divination cannot touch &latfi God, the evil one is chained. Therefore be of
good courage, if God is for us, who can be agaig®t

Further than that, God gives to His people the béssing, that is, of His ssorking among them
as to make them a wonder and cause outsiderssi irajuiries about them. “According to this time it
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hasém#ted?” Is not that a singular thing? Here is Bala
with his seven altars, seven bullocks and severs,ramd here is Balak, and they are all going to-com
pass some dreadful evil against Israel. The propghatman of great skill in the occult arts, butaivh
does God say? In effect, He says—“From this houwlich you try to curse them, | will bless them
more than ever until | will make them say, and itregiemies say, “What has God worked?” Brethren,
there is another question, “What has Israel workédPn glad that Israel’s work is not my subjecstju
now, because | should make a very wretched sermbrofoit. We have better music in the words,
“What has God worked?” Let me tell not wHahave done, but what God has done. Not what human
nature is, but what God'’s nature is, and what ttaeeyof God will work in the midst of His peoplé. |
God is within us, we shall be signs and wonder# tidse around us shall say, “What is this that @o
doing?” Yes, in you, poor Jacob, wrestling, haltorgyour thigh, men shall see marvels and cry, “Wha
has God worked?” Much more shall it be so with yay, brother Israel, you who have prevailed and
won the blessing, you are as a prince with God ymd shall make men inquire, “What has God
worked?”

When God is with His people, He will give them powf a destructive kindDo not be frightened.
Here is the text for it, “Behold, the people shiadk up as a great lion, and lift up himself aang li-
on"—that is, as a lion in the fullness of his vigeiHe shall not lie down until he eats of the preyda
drinks the blood of the slain.” God has put int® ldhurch, when He is in it, a most wonderful, destr
tive power against spiritual wickedness. A healthyrch kills error, and tears evil in pieces. Not s
very long ago our nation tolerated slavery in calonies. Philanthropists endeavored to destroyesiav
but when was it utterly abolished? It was when \afiforce roused the church of God, and when the
church of God addressed herself to the confliatntshe tore the evil thing to pieces. | have been
amused with what Wilberforce said the day afteythassed the Act of Emancipation. He merrily said

Volume 29 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 The Best War Cry Sermon #1709

to a friend when it was all done, “Is there not stimng else we can abolish?” That was said playfull
but it shows the spirit of the church of God. Siked in conflict and victory. Her mission is to ttey
everything that is bad in the land. See the fieteeil of intemperance, how it devours men! Earnest
friends have been laboring against it, and theyehdane something for which we are grateful. But if
ever intemperance is put down, it will be when éméire church of God shall arouse herself to ptotes
against it. When the strong lion rises up, the gdrdrunkenness shall fall before him. “He shalt he
down until he eats of the prey and drinks the blobthe slain.” | predict for the world the bessuéts
from a fully awakened church. If God is in her,rthes no evil which she cannot overcome. This crowd
ed London of ours sometimes appalls me—the iniquhich reigns and rages in the lower districts, the
general indifference and the growing atheism offbeple—these are something terrible, but let Inet t
people of God be dismayed. If the Lord is in thelshiof us, we shall do with this as our forefathers
have done with other evils. We shall rise up iersgith and not lie down till the evil is destroy&dr the
destructions, mark you, of God’s people, are netdéstructions of men and women. They consistdn th
overthrow of sin, the tearing in pieces of systahmiquity. This it is which God shall help His wfth

to do, He being in the midst of her.

Once more, the results of God’s presence are seée, not only in the context, but in other matter
which we have personally experienced and hope perence more fully still. Note them. When God is
in a church, there islaoly aweupon the hearts of His people. There is also lalldte trustfulness, and
hopefulness, and consequent courage and joy. Wieehdrd is in the midst of His people, the ordi-
nances of His house are exceedingly sweet. Batmgihthe Lord’s Supper become divinely painted pic-
tures of our burial in Christ, and of our life tigh Him. The preaching of the word drops as dew and
distils as the rain. The meetings for prayer aeshHrand fervent. We desire to stay in them howr aft
hour, we feel it such a happy thing to be theres ¥éry house in which we meet grows beautiful to us
We love the place where our Lord is accustomeddetrwith us. Then work for Christ is easy, no, de-
lightful. God’s people never need urging, they @ager for the fray, when the Lord is with them. The
too, suffering for Christ becomes pleasant; yeskamy of suffering is easily borne—

“I can do all things, or can bear

All sufferings, if my Lord is there!

Sweet pleasures mingle with the pains,

While His left hand my head sustains.”
Then prayer grows abundant all over the churchy boprivate and in public. Then life is made vigor
ous, the feeblest becomes as David, and Davidhi&engel of the Lord. Then love is fervent, urgty
unbroken, truth is esteemed, and the living ofhtiat the life is sought after by all the peopleGxid.
Then effort is successful; the church enlargesbitniends of her tent, for she breaks forth on thbtrig
hand and on the left. Then her seed inherits thatilés, and the desolate places are inhabited. Then
God gives unto her the holy energy with which shequishes nations. When God is with her she be-
comes like a sheaf of fire in the midst of the btaband consumes her adversaries round about. dkai
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an antimybanners,” is a church which has God in her
midst.

But now notice one thing in my text, and with thatose this description. Where God is we are,told
“The shout of a king is among themi’hat is the shout of a king? When great commanaier&nown
to have come into a camp, what a thrill of joyauises among their trusty warriors. When the sadier
have been much dejected, it has been whisperéintents—

“The king has come to marshal us,

All in his armor dressed,”
and from that moment every man is cheered up. Atstght of the king, as he rides into the camp, the
host raises a great shout. What does it meanalsiout of loyal love—they are glad to welcomarthe
leader. So is it with us when we sing—

“The King Himself comes near,”
we are all as glad as glad can be. Those who caono¢ out to see their prince, because they ang lyi
on their sick beds in hospitals, clap their hands]e even the little children in their mothershas join
in the general joy. “The king is come,” they sayd dis presence kindles their enthusiasm till tmeke
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the hills ring again. You know how the stern Irates felt when Cromwell came along. Every man was
a hero when he led the way. They were ready foragivgnture, no matter how difficult, as long asrthe
great chief was there. That enthusiasm, which wsgiied by Alexander, and by Napoleon, and by oth-
er great commanders, is the earthly image of tivéwsd fervor felt by the church when the Lord dss

is in her midst.

What next? When the King comes and they have veddiim with enthusiasm, he cries, “Now is
the hour of battle” and at once a shout goes um fncs warriors who are eager for the fight. When a
clan of Highlanders was led to the battle by tlubief, he had only to show them the enemy and with
one tremendous shout they leaped upon them likes.lith is so with the people of God. When God is
with us, we are strong, resolute, determined. THagge of the servants of God is as the rush ofra-hu
cane against a bowing wall and a tottering fenté&add is our confidence of victory. With God presen
no man’s heart fails him, no doubt enters the H&s.strong, and quit yourselves like men,” is therd
that is passed round, for their king's eye makentheave and the presence of His Majesty secur@s the
triumph. My brethren, let us cry to God, entreatitign to be among us. This it is that you need iaryo
Sunday schools, in your mission halls, in yourestggeaching, in your tract distributing, it isghhat |
want beyond everything when | have to speak toigahis vast house. If | could hear the sound of my
Master’s feet behind me, | would speak though | Wasy upon the borders of the grave. But if God is
gone, | am bereft of power. What is the use of warithout the Spirit? We might as well mutter te th
whistling winds as preach to men without the L&ddGod, if You are with us, then the shout of a King
is among us, but without You, we pine away.

lIl. Thirdly, let us look at a very important point amdery practical one, too. What can be done for
THE SECURING AND PRESERVING OF THE PRESENCE OF G®DIHIN THE CHURCH? This
is a matter that would require several sermonsgeuds fully, but | notice that theresemething even,
in the conformation of a churdie secure this. God is very tolerant and He baéfrs many mistakes in
His servants and yet blesses them. But depend ipamess a church is formed at the very outsenup
Scriptural principles, and in God’s own way, sooaelater all the mistakes of her constitution wuifn
out to be sources of weakness. Christ loves toldweal house which is built according to His owamsd
and not according to the whims and fancies of riiée. church ought not to set up as her authorigy, th
decrees of men, either living or dead. Her ruleClsist. Associations formed otherwise than aceaydi
to Scripture must fail in the long run. | wish Giirans would believe this. Chillingworth said, “TBe
ble, and only the Bible, is the religion of Protegs.” That is not true. Certain Protestants hac&ed
many other things to the Bible, and they are sinffeas the result of their folly, for they cannatelp
their church from becoming Popish. Of course theynot. They have admitted a little leaven of Popery
and it will leaven the whole lump. The dry rot ineopart of the house will spread throughout thelevho
fabric, sooner or later. Let us be careful to boitdthe foundation of Christ, and then let evernrake
heed how he builds thereon, for even if the fouiodat good, yet if he builds with hay and stubibies
fire will cause him grievous loss.

But next, God will only dwell with a church whigk full of life. The living God will not inhabit a
dead church, hence, the necessity of having realignerated people as members of the church. We
cannot secure this in every case with all our watghTares will grow among the wheat. But if the ad
mission of unregenerate men is usual, and there@mestrictions, then the Lord will be grieved and
leave us. God dwells not in temples made with haHe@shas nothing to do with bricks and mortar. He
dwells in living souls. Remember that text, “Godhst the God of the dead, but of the living,” ahd i
bears this sense among others, that He is not tldeoGa church made up of unconverted people. Oh,
that we may all live unto God, and may that lifepgaet all question.

That being supposed, we next notice that to have &nong us we must lbell of faith. Unbelief
gives forth such a noxious vapor that Jesus Hintsrlfd not stay where it was. His strength was para
lyzed—"He could not do many mighty works there hessaof their unbelief.” Faith creates an atmos-
phere in which the Spirit of God can work. Meanwttihe Spirit of God Himself, creates that faith, so
that it is all of His own working from first to lasBrothers and sisters, do you believe your God%&u
believe up to the hilt? Alas, too many only believéttle! But do you believe His every word? Douyo
believe His grandest promises? Is He a real Ggabiip making His words into facts, every day of your

Volume 29 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 The Best War Cry Sermon #1709

lives? If so, then the Lord is among us as in thky blace. Faith builds a pavilion in which her gide-
lights to sit enthroned.

With that, must comerayer. Prayer is the breath of faith. | do not believedGuall ever be long
with a church that does not pray. And | feel certihiat when meetings for prayer, when family prayer
when private prayer, when any form of prayer, cotodse at a discount, the Lord will leave the peopl
to learn their weakness. Lack of prayer cuts thewss of the church for practical working. She iméa
feeble, and impotent, if prayer is gone. If anythia the matter with the lungs, we fear consumption
Prayer meetings are the lungs of the church anthengythe matter there means consumption to the
church, or at best a gradual decline, attended gatteral debility. Oh, my brothers, if we want tvé
God with us, pass the watchword round, “Let us grhgt us pray after the fashion of the widow who
was persistent and would not be repulsed. Rementhsnyritten, “Men ought always to pray and not
to faint.” Where prayer is fervent, God is present.

Supposing there is this faith and prayer, we sidath needholiness of life You know what Balaam
did when he found he could not curse the peopl¢é@nawas his advice. He bade the king of Moab se-
duce the men of Israel by the women of Moab thaeviair to look upon, these were to fascinate them
by their beauty, and then to invite them to théalatrous rites, which rites were orgies of lust. lrbped
that the lewdness of the people would grieve thedland cause Him to leave them and then Moab
could smite them. He sadly succeeded. If it hadbe®n for Phinehas, who in holy wrath, drove his
javelin right through a man and woman in the vertyad sin, sparing none in the vehemence of hi§ zea
Israel had been quite undone. It is so in a churble. devil will work hard to lead one into licent®
ness, another into drunkenness, a third into disstyrand others into worldliness. If he can onliytge
goodly Babylonian garment and the wedge of golddouin an Achan’s tent, then Israel will be chased
before her adversaries. God cannot dwell in aneamcthurch. A holy God abhors the very garments
spotted by the flesh. Be you holy as Christ is hBlg not take up with this German silver electretyp
holiness, which is so much boasted of nowadaysn@dbe deluded into self-righteousness, but seek
after real holiness, and if you do find it, you lwiever boast about it. Your life will speak, butuy lips
will never dare to say, “See how holy | am.” Realitess dwells with humility, and makes men aspire
after that which yet lies beyond them. Be holy,igipt; just, straight, true, pure, chaste, and dev@od
send us this behavior, and then we shall keep Hiong us as long as we live.

Lastly, when we have reached that, let us lpaetical consecrationGod will not dwell in a house
which does not belong to Him. No, the first thinghnany one of us is to answer this question—Do you
give yourself up to Christ, body, soul and spiatjive for Him and to die for Him? Will you giveikh
all that you have of talent and ability, and subsé& and time, and life itself? Where there is arch
made up of consecrated people, there God will neyremid there He will make a heaven below. And
there the shout of a king shall be heard, and thisestrength shall be revealed, and there Hisyglor
shall be seen, even as it is beheld on high. Thd §end us this, for Jesus’ sake. Amen and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—NUMBERS 23.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—907, 114, 149.
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