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“And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense everpming: when he dresses the lamps,
he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighthe lamps at even,
he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incensefore the
Lord throughout your generations.”
Exodus 30:7, 8.

CERTAIN ceremonies under the law were only of ahmadebration, while other matters were of
daily observation. And by the daily repetition thegre intended to be set forth as eminently comstan
and perpetual. These daily ordinances were toderded by the children of Israel as of standinggabl
tion, abiding types of constant necessity, nevdretoemoved so long as the dispensation should last

When the priest went into the tabernacle, he cooldenter it without being warned of sin and of
sacrifice, for at the entrance of the holy pla@®dtan altar of brass, upon which there was offezed-
ry morning a lamb and every evening a lamb. Thigh# that access to God was not possible except by
expiation—expiation by bloody sacrifice, expiatioy the death of a substituted victim, expiation athi
must continue as long as sin remained. You coulcemen enter into the first court without the sight
an altar, and blood, and fire. Thus showing us titkaxte is no coming to God, even on the ordinarglle
of Christian experience, apart from the atonemeaderby our Lord Jesus, who is “the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.” You cannot be heardgenitent prayer, or receive pardon, or commence
the life of faith, or be even a babe in grace, ssmlgou know the great truth, that the Lord “has enad
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we nhige made the righteousness of God in Him.” With-
out the shedding of blood, remission of sin anceasdo God are out of the question. Paul ascribes o
drawing near unto the Lord to our Savior’'s perfgatrifice, for he says, “You who sometimes were far
off are made near by the blood of Christ.”

Before the innermost sanctuary there hung a sotistaeil and the entrance into the Holy of Holies
was only permitted once in the year. If that vaitibeen lifted up so that we could enter, we wbalde
found at the door a golden altar, to representnagair Lord Jesus Christ under another aspectofor
that golden altar there was offered a sweet perfahpecious spices, denoting His perpetual interce
sion on the behalf of His people and His endurirggite which are continually being presented by Him-
self before the throne of the Most High. To go witthe veil you must pass by the altar of incense.
Learn, therefore, that to the door of the innemehar of communion with God we must approach by the
perfect merit of our redeeming Lord. We come nobum own merit, but we are “accepted in the Be-
loved.” If we have ever been favored with high &odly communion with God, such as He reserves for
favored saints, if we have been enabled to comaiyot the throne of heavenly grace, and have Idoke
into the tempered brightness of that light whicleh above the mercy seat, we have come only by vir
tue of the infinite merit of our Lord Jesus. Thevést form of communion in the outer court must e b
the sacrifice of Jesus. And the highest form of mamion, even that which is most intense and most
delightful, is still by Christ. The incense setstlfioHis merit and that is not without blood, forcenin
the year the horns of the altar were smeared Wéltbtood which had been carried within the veilefinh
was no coming within the veil without passing bg thcense altar, even as there is no access td@od
by the all-powerful mediation of the Lord Jesus i€thi_et us never forget this. Simple as the tiigth
we are apt to pass it by as of no force. | am dfvee are apt to put the most important truths the
background because they seem to be so elementaryweBought to remember that they are elementary
only because they are essential from first to ldstver try to draw near to God in prayer, or pra@e
meditation, or Scripture reading, or holy servipara from Jesus Christ, or your attempt will beag f
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ure. Through the wall of fire which surrounds theohe, you can only pass by way of the one door,
namely, the body and blood of our great MediataGrice and Substitute. Is not that door suffitken
Why should we climb up some other way? If | am eepvy of heart, do not let me try to raise my-spir
its and so come in the power of human couragelduhe come just as | am, made bold through Him
whose comforts delight my soul. If | feel that Meabeen sinning, do not let me try to get rid of sy

by some other process, and then draw near to GatdeBme come, sinner as | am, in the name of the
sinner’s Savior, and so draw near to God, havinghwd my robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. Jesus says, “| am the way,” why shouldeek another? Have nothing to do with an absolute
God, only deal with Him through a mediator, andkée that way, for no man comes unto the Father
but by the Lord Jesus. Oh, you most experiencecpanieged ones, take good note of the golderr,alta
and whenever you approach the mercy seat, letlths ©f its incense cover you and perfume your
prayers.

Hard by the golden altar, which was nearest tdHbly of Holies, stood the golden candlestick with
its seven branches. These two instructive type® wet near each other for a purpose which | would
open up today. This candlestick was a matter df dadinance as much as the bronze altar of saerifi
or the golden altar of incense. It was for contlnuge and was therefore dressed twice each day. We
have a continual need of the precious atoneme@hatt, of the intercession of Christ, and of tignt
of God’s Holy Spirit. These are not things for omte year, these are matters for every day andagl|
and therefore they were attended to both at morantat evening, as if to shut in all the hourshef
day within two golden doors. Every morning hadatsb, its burning incense, and its lighted lamp an
the same pertained to every evening all the yeamdoThus all days were fringed and bordered with
this three-fold type. Even as at this time, all days are sanctified by faith in the effectual etpn,
joy in the prevailing intercession, and delighthe clear shining of the Spirit which makes gladaddo
are in the house.

This morning | desire to call your attention t@ ttonjunction which was established by the divine
law between the burning of the incense and thdilighof the lamps. These two things, being both of
daily observance, were attended to at the same midiorereasons worthy of our study.

I. And first | call your attention to THE WONDERFUL GWPERATION BETWEEN THE IN-
TERCESSION OF CHRIST FOR US AND THE WORK OF THE HOBPIRIT IN US. See how on
the grandest scale the incense of intercessiorthtenthmp of spiritual illumination are set side digle.

He whose merit brings us life is in divine allianegh Him who brings us light. Indeed, there is Isuc
unity between them that Jesus Himself is said ta bght to lighten the Gentiles, and the gloryti$
people Israel. The grace of our Lord Jesus Chrisgb with it the communion of the Holy Spirit, for
the Father has joined them together.

Notethat we have these both revealed in their fullreggbe same tim&Vhen our Lord ascended on
high to plead before the throne, the Spirit desednd abide in the Church. After the Lord was taken
up, the disciples received the promise of the Fadne were illuminated by the Holy Spirit. Jesus ou
great High Priest presented the sweet savor obttis person and work, before the eternal throne, and
then came the Spirit of God as tongues of firetliighup the sons of men and making them to be as
candles of the Lord. Well said the apostle at Rerste—"This Jesus has God raised up, whereof we all
are witnesses. Therefore being exalted by the hghtd of God, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, He has shed forth thikjch you now see and hear.” | say the two corse hi
torically together and we must forever connectun meditations the ascended Savior’s intercession a
the illumination of the saints by the descendediSpi

Now, as they were connected historically, so hey tontinually connected as a matter of faét
this day it is as it was at Pentecost. Our Lordri@sceased to intercede, and the Spirit has rasteckto
illuminate. Herein lies our hope for our own etérsalvation, in the ceaseless plea and the quesghle
light. For the working out of that which God is worg in us, both to will and to do of His own good
pleasure, we have these two guarantees and helpsSatvior praying and the Spirit shining. Jesus is
pleading, and therefore our faith fails not wheta8aifts us as wheat. The Spirit is working, amefé-
fore the light of our faith is sustained by seemsfstic oil which prevents the enemy from puttingut.
This is also our two-fold confidence when we gaHlanto the world to preach the gospel. Unto the
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Lord Jesus all power is given in heaven and inhearnd He is “able to save to the uttermost theah th
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to matercession for them.” The Church of God must
succeed in her mission because her errand is fleetadf the continual prayers of her living LordutB
she has her second help, namely the Comforter,abli®s with us and goes forth with the word that we
preach, making it potent for the conversion of shas of men. We have the incense of Christ’'s merit
pleading with God, and the light of God’s Spirieating with men. We have Christ as an advocate with
God, and the Holy Spirit as an advocate with mehatWnore is needed? What joy and confidence we
ought to feel in the work of the Lord since Jesupleading and the Spirit is striving at the samme

the incense rising, filling earth and heaven withsweetness, and the Spirit brightly shining eodbm-

fort and delight of those who go forth into theldeess with the name of Jesus on their lips. Jdlxdee
who sit in darkness and in the valley of the shaddweath, for even for them is this seven-foldig
shining. And to their dank, pestilential abodese¢h®omes the healing breath of sweet perfume fiem t
Redeemer’s merits.

Furthermore, this conjunction, as it is a matfenistory, and as it is continuouwill always be seen
by us, personally, when our prayer is the effectanlent prayer of a righteous mamat avails much. It
needs the Trinity to make a Christian; it needsThmity to make a Christian prayer. The Father immus
hear us, else of what use are our cries? But tthaireed Mediator must also stand between us and the
Father, presenting His merit like the smoke of svimeense, or else our prayer can never be accepted
God. And to come down closer to ourselves, theitSpirGod must also help our infirmities, for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought. S Whenever we pray we must have these two in
happy conjunction, intercession and enlightenmiecgnse and light. My prayer as my own prayer is a
poor, vain, defiled thing unless Jesus perfume&nd it is a poor, dark, blind thing unless thergmf
God has enlightened it. The Holy Spirit teachesvhat to pray for, and how to order our words aright
In His light we see light. We are in the dark ki shines like the golden candlestick, and enaide®
see our own need and the fullness of God’s grage.His light that makes our heart to see the Liard
prayer, so that we seek the Lord by the light of blivn Spirit. When prayer is the work of the Spmit
the heart we are absolutely certain that it musteed, because the Spirit makes intercession in the
saints according to the will of God. The Holy Spisi one with the Father, and He is most truly Gz,
that whatever He prompts us to pray for is the s#mrey which the Father has already decreed and
eternally determined to bestow. Our wishes andreesnight never succeed with God if they were that
and no more, for our thoughts are not His thougiggher are our ways His ways. But the thoughts an
purposes of God, when these are photographed upapoit by the Holy Spirit, are the pictures bat
which is assuredly to be, the prophecy of the dateate purpose and foreknowledge of God. What is
written in yon sealed book, upon which no human &y gaze, is transcribed and written by the Spirit
of God upon our hearts, and thus we pray for tleay thing which God designs to give. There is an as
sured certainty of success to the prayer that denma the power of the Spirit of God. While prayiing
the Holy Spirit we have the petition which we hasied of the Lord.

But then there is our second comfort that Jesarsdstready to take every prayer of ours, however
imperfect in knowledge, however feeble in expressimwever marred with sorrow, and He presents
the purified and perfected prayer with His own mand it is sure to speed. The sins of our holgghi
are seldom absent, and therefore the constantthaedve have an Advocate. Blessed be God for that
inspired word, “If any man sin, we have an advoaeitl the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” True
prayer is the offering to God of the merit of therdl Jesus, and therefore it must be accepted. ¢émat
be refused to merit such as His? True prayer isgoted always by the Lord Jesus, and therefor@,aga
its certainty of efficacy. How can the Father damything to the Well-beloved? It is written in theok
of the Revelation—"And another angel came and statotthe altar, having a golden censer; and there
was given unto him much incense, that he shouler affwith the prayers of all saints upon the galde
altar which was before the throne. And the smokéhefincense, which came with the prayers of the
saints, ascended up before God out of the angalid.h Can we doubt the success of prayers presented
by the angel of the covenant? Assuredly not. Tieesich excess of perfection in Christ that it ceve
all our imperfection. There is such delicious swess in Christ to the Father that it effectuallgtdeys
the ill savor of anything that comes from us. Andits power we ourselves become unto God a sweet
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savor, and so also are our prayers when they asepired by Jesus Christ. | like to think of theeimse,

and of the lamp, and best of all, of the two togettior these two enable me to come boldly to the
throne of the heavenly grace to obtain mercy and fijrace. Acceptance through sweet savor and light
through divine teaching, are both mine as my saitsaupon God, with her expectation turned towards
Him.

Nor ought | to pass away from this first head withnoting thatn God’s drawing near to mathere
is the same conjunction of incense and light. & ¢hory of God were to come forth from between the
cherubim, if it should come past the veil to beeaded throughout the world, that glory would pags b
these two, the golden altar of incense and theegolamp of light. | mean this; God can have noidgal
with men at all except through the merit of Chast the light of the Spirit. As for the work of duord
Jesus, you and | believe in the special substiutioChrist for His elect. What we call, “particuliee-
demption,” is held most firmly by us, for we belesthat He redeemed us from among men, and that He
laid down His life for the sheep. Yet there are ypnpassages of Scripture which speak of the work of
Christ as having a universal bearing. He is, “thgppiiation for our sins, and not for ours only t har
the sins of the whole world.” We are told that,thg grace of God, “He tasted death for every man.”
Now, the atonement of Christ is many-sided, and mayiewed in very different lights. And while |
trust we shall never be shaky about the questidti®fiteral and effectual substitution for His owho-
sen, whereby He offered for them a most sure, effdé@nd perfect satisfaction, so that no sin caar e
be laid to their charge, yet there is, on the oli@rd, a general and universal view of His atomogk.
God could not have dealt with the world at allhe wvay of mercy apart from the sacrifice of Chrigte
only thing which could have been done with the raicean was to have crushed it out forever if Ghris
had not stood for them as an interposer. God w&himst reconciling the world unto Himself. For the
sake of the man Christ Jesus God was able to Ipok the fallen race in justice, and yet preparecgner
for the guilty. Men owe their lives to the sacrdiof Christ. Men owe the various alleviations adith
sorrows by God’s gracious tenderness in provideéodbe sacrifice of Christ. Above all, that freedan
honest proclamation of salvation to every man th#itbelieve in Christ Jesus is rendered possihyle b
the wondrous, perfect, unlimited, illimitable menrhich resided in the person and the work of such a
one as Jesus our Lord.

The picture before you is a very beautiful onereHare spices of the most precious kind, made up
into a compound such as never was compounded Jootaer purpose. This divinely-appointed mixture
of sweet odors is placed in the censer upon theegaohltar—that is to say, eternal acceptance isdou
in the person of Christ. The incense is kindlechviitte from on high. What follows? The spices begin
burn, and up ascends a pillar of smoke. See hoaeis high into the clear air, and as it risexgaands
like a cloud, covers the sky, is wafted all arouadd perfumes the whole air with its own exceeding
fragrance. It rises and rises till it enters heawgas, and the heaven of heavens. Its sacred odec4s
ognized in every golden street. It fills every clemof the glorious “house of God not made with
hands.” It ascends to the throne of His excellenjadty, and the Lord is well pleased with it, agdia
is fulfilled the words which are written concernitige burnt-offering of Noah—“The Lord smelled a
sweet savor; and the Lord said in His heart, | wit again smite everything living as | have done.”
Such is the merit of Christ that through its swasator God looks down upon the world and treatsth w
long-suffering, tenderness and mercy. Is it notesded picture? As a just and holy God He could not
deal with a guilty race except through a mediat@a@arifice, which should wrap mankind in its cloofd
merit and reconcile the world unto Himself.

And now you and | may follow in the track of Gahd go out and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture without the slightest fear, because the wholés perfumed with the incense of a Savior’'s ratmh
rial work. Although not perceptible by carnal senget the inward spirit in the soul of the belieyer-
ceives the grateful odor of the finished work af gver-living Savior sweetening all things, so thatv
we call nothing common or unclean, but are prep#oedeliver our message to the vilest of the vile.
God in Christ is kind even to the unthankful ane @vil, and wills that supplications, prayers, inés-
sions, and giving of thanks be made for all merg #mat to every creature the gospel should be
preached.
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We shall not, however, proceed to any practicappse unless we remember next, that when God
comes to deal with men, it is with the light of tBpirit as well as with the merit of Christ. Theldgn
candlestick is as necessary as the golden cewnsdbold’s work among men is always by His Spirit. He
is seeking out His people as the woman soughtdotdst piece of money, and it is significant thas
written, “She did light a candle and sweep the BduSod in His work of salvation comes to men with
the candle of His Word lighted through the Holyr@pand through the teaching of His Word from day
to day that Spirit shines as from a lantern amdwegsbns of men. If you and | would follow in thadk
of God, as His dear children imitating Him, we mtadte with us the light of the gospel of the glofy
God, and by the power and light of His Spirit westnonake known to men the unsearchable riches of
Christ. To us Jehovah is our light and our salvgtand when we go in His name we must not go with-
out the light. Thus you see we come to God by tltense and the light, and even so does God come
down to man to bless Him.

Il. Secondly, our text seems to me to teach THE CONNBSTBETWEEN PRAYER AND
KNOWLEDGE. The golden altar represents intercessiffered by Christ, and also the prayers of all
the saints, which are accepted through His intesioasAnd as the candlestick stood side by sidb it
and represented the light of the Spirit of truthysust true prayer and true knowledge never beraepa
ed.

So | gather, first, thgbrayer should be attended with knowledges ill when men worship they
know not what. God is light and He will not haveshbieople worship Him in the dark. When they burn
the incense they must also light the lamp. In tbenRBh Church the mass of the people repeat prayers
an unknown tongue, having no idea of what theirmmeamay be, and this is both a grievous wrong to
the people and a mockery of God. What can be tbhd gb such prayers in the sight of Him who seeks
those to worship Him who worship Him in spirit amdtruth? Mere sounds without meaning are not
prayer. Understanding, desire, and heart must ¢jo @iery word, or else the prayers are vain repeti-
tions, such as the heathen employ. Supplicants kmest what they are asking, or they are not really
asking. And you, dear people of God, please ndtiaethe more divine knowledge you get, all things
being equal, the more complete will your prayersobee. “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” light the lamp &t$hme time that you kindle the incense.

For instance, when you pray, what prayer can theraithout knowing God our Father? How can
you pray aright to an unknown god? The more knogeeof God, the more correct prayer becomes. He
that comes to God must believe that He is, andHleas the rewarder of them that diligently seeknHi
What prayer can there be apart from the knowledgien Lord Jesus Christ? If we know nothing of
Him by whom we pray, how full of sins of ignoraneél our prayers be! It is well also, to have a pee
sensible knowledge of sin. Penitential prayersimgossible without this, and how can prayers be ac-
cepted if penitence is not mixed with our petit®rnd/e need at the same time that we have the
knowledge of sin to have knowledge of our own wemlses. The man, who is consciously weak, prays
for strength, but he who dreams that he is stroitigyat do so. You need to study yourselves bejare
pray, so as to ask for those things in which yauraost deficient, and for protection against thosme
stitutional tendencies or besetting sins to whiob gre most subject. The prayer of ignorance & dik
arrow shot by a blind man, which is not likely td the mark. In proportion as petitions arise fram
heart fully instructed in its own necessities wiiey be likely to ask for the right blessings, dade
prepared aright before the Lord. David wished hesyers to be accepted, and therefore he cried, “Let
my prayer be set forth before You as incense.”

A supremely excellent piece of knowledge is towribe promises which we are to plead. Here you
have the very sinews of prayer. When a man knoegptbmise suitable to his case, and lays it before
God, saying, “Do as You have said,” he presentsodst form of supplication. Remember how Jacob
pleaded with the Lord the sacred word of promigénsg “You said, | will surely do you good”? When
we have looked at all the bearings of the petiforas to make quite certain that it is a petittbe, ful-
fillment of which will glorify God, when we see thda must be consistent with the divine will becaus
of the various statements which God has made inWisd, and because of promises which He has giv-
en concerning the matter, then, with the lamp sigidlearly upon us, we shall kindle the incense the
more discreetly and boldly, and both our prayerd amr meditations will be the more accepted of the
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Lord. Do try, especially, dear brethren, you thatypin public, to light the lamps when you kindhet
incense. It will be for the good of us all if padits are thoughtful, suitable, Scriptural and wlitliesh
and hearty. Let us never degenerate into repettsngame expressions till they grow to be mechénica
Let us never drop into the use of hackneyed pragersverything in general and for nothing in pauwti
lar. But as instructed men, having thought of wikatare going to say; having adapted our prayeuto o
circumstances and needs, let us order our caseeltéi® Lord, and fill our mouth with arguments. Bur
the incense of prayer in the light of the Spirire¥elation, praying in the Holy Spirit.

But now turn the thought round the other wagrewledge should always be accompanied by pray-
er. Whenever we are taught of God, His teaching alratvgéays comes in connection with prayer. But
lest we should solely try to learn and forget taypiet me remind you of a few particulars. Deantlr
ers and sisters, as a Christian you are a dis@plstudent, be also a suppliant. When you areesgad
with the greatness, or the goodness, or the imniilyalor the faithfulness of God, straightway turn
your impressions into supplications. Pray the gf@atl to be gracious to you. Ask the unchangeable
God to be the same to you, beg the faithful Gokktp His promises to you, implore the mighty God to
uphold you. As you learn more and more of God, @ldwe light near the incense by using your
knowledge in your pleadings. To employ all your wtedge as fuel for prayer will be the best way of
utilizing your acquirements. It will stamp truthiriily on your memory, and it will sanctify your hear

When you know more of the Savior, pray your wayim by it, as ships move into port by their
sails. If you have seen His manhood, go and plaagyipathy with you in your weakness. If you have
thought more of His Deity, go and worship Him moegerently, and pray that His glory may be seen
among the sons of men. Whatever point in the uralite glory of His perfection breaks most upon your
mind pray most that way, opening your window tovgatide sunrise. So will the Lord teach you more
and so shall you have profited by that which youehlaarned.

If from day to day, my brothers and sisters, yearth more of your sinfulness, then you have more
errands with which to come to the mercy seat. An@du make a new discovery by experience of your
corruption and indwelling sin, fly at once to thedne of grace with your discovery lest it weighuyo
down and drive you to despondency. Make a laddgoof needs with which to climb nearer to heaven.
The more your necessities, the more urgent let pewsistence be. Cry mightily to God because of the
greatness of your poverty. | do not think therangthing in the Scriptures which we cannot prayrove
If we learn the devices of the devil, let us prggiast them. If we learn the depravity of mankiled,us
pray God’s Holy Spirit to create men’s hearts anEwerything from the first of Genesis to the end of
Revelation, when we truly know it, furnishes ushwitesh arguments for drawing near to God. Revealed
truth is as a church bell summoning us to come tidopresence of the Lord, and bow the knee before
Him. As you hear a sermon, turn it into prayer. fieVfeyou find that there is nothing in the serman,
may benefit you if you pray God to feed His poanished people. If you will pray all through his dis
course, every preacher will minister to your edifion directly or indirectly. If you are set uporaping
by the lighting of the tiniest candle that evemgtiered, there will at least be sweetness in thenise
even if there is no brilliance in the lamp.

lIl. I desire, in the third place, to show SOME SPECPARACTICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN
THE INCENSE AND THE LAMP. Let us read the text agdiAnd Aaron shall burn thereon sweet in-
cense every morning: when he dresses the lampshdieburn incense upon it.” So, then, there should
be prayer especially at the dressing of the lariad,is to say, when preparing our minds for thatisa
try by which we enlighten the people among whomdwell we should be especially earnest in prayer.
Preparation for preaching and teaching is most mapb God’s work is not to be done carelessly as
boys shoot arrows at random in their play. We rpospare both by reading and pleading. We must, like
the apostles, give ourselves to the Word of Godpaager. We are told by ancient Rabbis that when th
priest who was appointed for that office went itite Holy Place, he took with him the golden snufer
the golden snuff dishes, and a vessel full of mlnee oil, and by the help of these he attendeth&
trimming of the golden lamp. There were seven lampgshe candelabra. Some of these might have
gone quite out during the night. He would haveaketaway whatever of snuff remained, wipe out the
lamp, place a new wick, fill it up with fresh odnd then kindle the flame anew. In another lampay
be the light was still burning but feebly. He migfave simply to snuff it, take away the “superfutf
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naughtiness” in the golden snuff dish and makehatigs clean and right. Sometimes the light might b
burning well and nothing was needed but to repleitisvith oil. Thus all was set in order for anathe
day. The same was done in the evening. In the psogktrimming lamps there is a measure of offense,
snuffs do not give forth a very dainty perfume, #mel smear and smelt of oil are not altogethemafes
savor. Therefore, before he trimmed the lampsptiest kindled the incense. No snuff would then be
offensive, for the overpowering fragrance of theeimse killed it all and prevented the prevalencanyf
odor unfit for the house of God. When we go into studies to try and trim our lamps, let us remembe
that our first business is to pray. Alas, we haweimof smoking wick about us, much negligence, much
ignorance, many mistakes and errors, and therebghat grieve the Lord if Jesus is not called in to
cover all. When we are preparing in secret to séree_ord in public we shall make poor work offit i
we do not beforehand draw near to God in prayer.né&a that our garments should be made to smell
of myrrh and aloes and cassia by being covered thighmerit of Jesus, or else we shall offend even
while engaged in the holy act of preparing to sprelaroad the light of divine truth. You have tartri
your lamps, brothers and sisters, when you gotimtoSunday school—at least, | hope you do. | hope
you do not run into your class with anything whfaist comes to hand. If you do not snuff your casdl
and feed your lamps with fresh oil, your childreill sit in darkness before a lamp which does not
shine. No, there ought to be careful preparatioopling as your time and ability will allow, andcve

all, the pouring in of the holy oil of the Holy 3pj by fresh fellowship with Jesus. In that prozesie of

the chief elements is prayer. Dr. Adam Clarke usesglay to young ministers, “Study yourselves dead
and then pray yourselves alive again,” and thanigxcellent rule. Work in your study as if it d#-
pended upon you, and then go forth and speakjrigust God because all depends upon Him. Remem-
ber that the chief part of all study of God’s Wondist be prayer. This is the boring rod and the mowd
by which we burst open the great rocks of trutho ‘lave prayed well is to have studied well,” said
Martin Luther, and so most certainly it is. Thereféet none of us when we dress the lamp forget the
incense.

What a double privilege comes of this! This prigsiu see, had thus two things to do for the L&rd.
he was called only to light the lamp, that wouldddeen one happy, blessed service. But if he must
burn the incense too, he has a double portion obhim thus doubly serving the Lord his God. So whe
you are preparing to light up the people, or prigygto enlighten your children in class, what aap
necessity it is which calls upon you at the sameetio pray! It is one of the greatest privileges of
preachers and teachers, that they are driven torpose than other people, for they have greateesiec
sities. They have necessities that come upon tresrause of their office, and these drive them toemor
frequent supplication, and so their labors becomeans of grace to their own souls. Let us thank ou
Lord Jesus that He has made us kings and priesasoun God, and that He permits us both to let our
lights shine before men, and our prayers asceratd&od.

One thing more, this burning of the incense wasonty at the dressing of the lamps, but asthe
kindling of the lampswhen they began to shine. | want to plead, deandis, very heartily with you that
when it is my privilege to come here this week andll other times to light the lamps, you who &g
beloved helpers will take care to burn the inceaisthe same time. We need the incense of prayes mor
than ever in these latter days. Did you ever natidézekiel 41:22 that an altar of incense is spoék
but its dimensions are twice as great as thoskeofjblden altar in the Tabernacle, as if, say sdme,
teach us that in these gospel times, prayer woetdine more abundant and would be offered up more
frequently than ever. The Gentiles have an altachvpresents more incense to the Lord than thathvhi
was served by Aaron. And inasmuch as it is morelgwpiritual, it is all the more acceptable witbds
The altar mentioned by Ezekiel was of wood. Aishow that our worship is to become simpler, and
to be more divested of everything that is pompousshowy. Indeed, the altar disappears, and we read
“This is the table that is before the Lord.” Youlguess the meaning.

Malachi has a glorious prophecy. “For from thengsof the sun even unto the going down of the
same, My name shall be great among the Gentilesjraavery place incense shall be offered unto My
name, and a pure offering: for My name shall begaenong the heathen, says the Lord of Hosts.” Are
you not charmed by the divine prophecy? Will yot, yourselves, help to fulfill it?
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We know that this altar of incense meant prayecabse the Jews themselves so interpreted it. In
the first chapter of Luke we read of Zachariast thaas his turn in the order of his course tarmgo the
Holy Place to offer incense, and it says, “AndWiele multitude of the people were praying outsatle
the time of incense.” Just so, the offering of mge clearly means prayer, and therefore | pleat, th
while we are lighting the lamps by preaching thepg, you will burn the incense by being constantly
in prayer. Brethren, pray for us. Paul spoke tlgsy much more may I? Dismiss me or intercede for
me. Joshua could not prevail except as Moses heldsuhands. Our lamp-lighting will not succeed un-
less you burn the incense. Peter's sermon at Resttd not derive its force from Peter’s zealfrom
its own eloquence, but from another source. Of smuall the power came from the Spirit of God, but
why did the Spirit of God work so mightily on thday? Surely it was because the entire church was
earnestly praying while Peter was preaching. “Theye all with one accord in one place,” nobody was
away, they were all there, and when the one maydstip to preach, he might well light 3,000 lamps,
for all the fervent company of the faithful werausang the incense of prayer to ascend to heavezed
your prayers for tonight's sermon. You will not bere, for strangers are invited to occupy yoursseat
and therefore | beg you in your houses to cry timéoLord for me that the word may have free course,
and that my hearers may feel its power. It mighth®e most profitable expenditure of time that ever
happened to you if you would spend the whole exgemrmprayer. Beseech the Lord to bring the people
to this house, and to bring the right sort of peppich and poor, believers and infidels, moralgeo
and the depraved. We do not know who will come. Saifithem do not know whether they will come
themselves or not. But the Lord may influence,anaus ways those individuals to come whom He de-
signs to bless. Pray that the fish may come inlshoand the boat. When the congregation is gathere
pray that the speaker may be guided of the HolyitSpia right theme. The preacher has no manuscrip
so that there is room for the Spirit's guidancej he may be led to say what he never thought ohgay
The right word may thus be spoken in the right weyas to reach the heart. Then pray that there may
be given the willing ear, the receptive mind, teéentive memory, that impressions may be made to-
night, and at all other times, such as even Saanat remove. And oh, pray that many may decide for
God tonight who have been halting between two opisii many converted who have not before found
the Savior’s face, many led into the joy of thed erho have been hitherto of a sorrowful spirithaks
feel it a joyous work to be the lamplighter tonigat my Master, if | know that | have you at home
pleading earnestly on my behalf. Give me this hid tmorning. Pray God to bless each word that has
been spoken. Pray that some poor sinner’s soultagerfumed by the merits of Jesus and illuminated
with the light divine, and it shall be done, foethord hears His people. We need more and more o b
praying church, and then we shall be a growing dhudp to now we have had a great blessing, but the
windows of heaven are wide enough for a greatertort®me down through them. The more we plead
with God, and the more we set forth the light & gospel, the more will God be with us, and bujpd u
in this place a temple for His praise. May His Idneewith you. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EXODUS 2938-46, 30:1-10, 34-38, HE-
BREWS 10:11-22.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—325, 986, 999.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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