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“But my God shall supply all your need according kis riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19.

VERY beautiful, to my mind, is the sight of “Patletaged” confined in his prison at Rome, likely
by-and-by, to be put to death, but calm, quietcpéd and joyful. Just now he is so happy thateagl
of sunlight seems to light up his cell, and hisfabines like that of an angel. He is exceedingligtit-
ed because he has been, in his deep poverty, kiagigmbered by the little church at Philippi, aneiyt
have sent him a contribution. See how cheerfulniia® is—I was about to say, how contented, but |
drop the word because it falls far short of thekmbie is far happier than Caesar overhead in thecpa
He is charmed with the love which has sent him thlgef. Probably the gift does not come to very
much, if estimated in Roman coin, but he makeseatgdeal of it, and sits down to write a letter of
thanks abounding in rich expressions like thesehdle all things, and abound: | am full, having re-
ceived of Epaphroditus the things which were semfyou.” His heart was evidently greatly touched,
for he says, “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, tmtw at the last your care of me has flourishedraai
See how little a gift may make a good man gladt et worth while to be free with our cups of cold
water to the prophets of the Lord? Instead oftke Iihoney, the brethren at Philippi receive a boeswl
blessing, and are enriched by the fervent prayktiseoapostle. Hear how earnestly Paul invokes -bene
dictions on the heads of his benefactors. Is itanbliessed state of mind which enables a head@ot®
be full to overflowing? Some would grumble overoasted ox, but here is Paul rejoicing over a dinner
of herbs.

So great was the selflessness of Paul, that th@senothing of selfishness about his joy. He dit no
speak in respect of need, for he knew how to sufésd without complaint. But he looked upon the
kindly contribution as a fruit of the grace of Giodthe Philippians, a generous proof that they widire
ed out of heathen selfishness into Christian |@Vere was little enough of kindness in the old Roema
and Greek world into which Paul went preaching glospel. Those were times of great hardness of
heart, even to cruel heartlessness. There wasrhofgarovision for the poor. If a man was poor,ywh
that was his own problem, and he might starve amdYtbu know how hardened the people had become
through the fights in the amphitheater, so thatsilgbt of blood produced a fierce delight in thmiutal
bosoms and human suffering was to them ratherrg tlo be rejoiced in than to be prevented. There
might be here and there a tender hand that gavetedhe poor, but for the most part, charity waadl
The voluptuaries of that most degenerate age pthnoehospitals and built no orphanages, they were
too intent upon their gladiators and their mistesssSelf was lord paramount in Caesar’s court dind a
over Roman realms. But here are people at Phitlppking about one who had preached the gospel to
them and who is now suffering. They are moved bgw principle, love to God in Christ Jesus has cre-
ated love to the man whose word had changed theey Will not abandon him. They will out of their
own slender means cheer his sad condition. There @rches that had no such hearts of mercy, alas,
that so early in the gospel-day holy charity shdagdso rare! There were people whom Paul had lilesse
greatly, who even quarreled about him, and derhatl e was an apostle of Christ, but not so the be-
loved church at Philippi. They had again and agumimistered to his necessities, and Paul now regoice
in them again, because he delights to see anatsianice of the transforming power of the gracead G
upon character, so that those who were once seifish rejoiced, unprompted and unasked, to send
their offering to him. Was Lydia at the bottom bat subscription? | should not wonder. We know that
she was open-hearted. Did the jailer add his hdrs? | feel sure of it, for in the prison he ceatsly
entertained the apostle. These were a generousepaop Paul is happy in thinking of them. | mayehe
dare to say that | also have had the same joy magy of you, when | have seen how freely you have
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given of your substance to the work of the Lordvdtuld be unfair if I withheld commendation forib
erality from many now before me. You have rejoioeg heart by your gifts to the cause of God. You
have given up to the measure of your means, ané sbiyou beyond what we could have asked of you.
The gospel has taught you this. To God be gloryitha so. Continue in the same spirit, that nameey

rob me of this joy.

The apostle makes to them an assurance in tleviall verses that they shall be abundantly repaid
for all that they have done. He says to thévigu have helped me; buty Godshall supply you. You
have helped me ianeof my needs—my need of clothing and of food. Idather needs in which you
could not help me, but my God shall supplyyyour need You have helped me, some of you, out of
your deep poverty, taking from your scanty storat Bly God shall supply all your needit of His
richesin glory. You have sent Epaphroditus unto me withiryoffering. Well and good. He is a most
worthy brother, and a true yoke-fellow. But for tilat, God shall send a better messenger to yotjdo
shall supply all your needs Ig3hrist Jesus."He seems to me to make a parallel of his needstiiins,
and of his supplies from them with their suppliesf the Lord. He would seem to say—Just as God has
through you filled me up, so shall He by Chrigtybu up. That is a translation of the Greek whiobst
nearly touches the meaning—"My God shidllup all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.”

Will you allow me to make a break here for ondans? | read you just now the story of the proph-
et’s widow whose children were about to be takerafdebt, and how the oil was multiplied in the-ves
sels which she borrowed, until there was enougltigcharge the debt, and sufficient surplus for diérs
and children to live upon. Now, kindly take thattpre, and join it on to this, and we have henet fi
the empty vesselSet them out in a row, “all your need.” SecondWo will fill them up2“My God
shall fill up all your need.” Thirdlyafter what fashion will He do i#2“According to His riches in glo-
ry.” Fourthly, by what means will He do #2“By Christ Jesus.” Keep the widow and the vesbelore
you, and let us see the miracle worked over agairg grand scale in our own houses and hearts. May
the Holy Spirit make the sight refreshing to outifa

l. So, then, we will begin our discourse this eventygasking you to SET OUT THE EMPTY
VESSELS. “My God shall supply all your need.” Brifigrth your vessels, even empty vessels not a
few. “All your need.”

| do not suppose that you are under any greagjatiodin to go out tonight and borrow other people’s
needs, for you have enough of your own at homeeds many, and needs varidgry well, set them
out. Hide none of them away, but put them down after another, in a long row, all of them. There ar
needs for your body, needs for your soul, needydorselves, needs for your families, needs for the
present, needs for the future, needs for time, s1é@deternity, needs for earth, needs for heavenur
needs are as many as your moments, as many asith@hyour head. | suppose it would be useless fo
me to attempt a catalog of them. However carefultymade the list, we should have to add a host of
sundries altogether unmentionable until circumstanguggested them. | could hardly tell you all my
own needs, but | know that they are enormous, acréasing with my years. | have needs as a mam, as
husband, as a father, as a citizen, as a Christgaa, pastor, as an author—in fact, every positiake
up adds to my needs. If | went through my own peaboill of requests, | could fill a document likee
roll mentioned in the Old Testament, written witlaind without, and hardly then could | enumerate all
my own demands upon the Bank of Heaven. But ifehthttempted to take all the thousands that are
gathered beneath this roof, and to let each mae bis particular needs, where would the computatio
end? The sands upon the seashore are not moreenaiisn Dear! Dear! We would need a library larg-
er than the Bodleian to hold all the books whichldde written of all the needs of the needy cogare
tion now before me. Well, | am not sorry for ity feere is so much the more room for the Lord tokwor
His miracles of bountiful grace. Sometimes, whdrave been in need for the work of the Orphanage
and the College, and such things—and these times ¢acurred—I do solemnly assure you that | have
felt a wonderful joy in my spirit. | have watchegetebb of the funds till nearly everything has been
gone, and then | have joyfully said to myself, “Néov it! The vessels are empty. Now | shall see the
miracle of filling them.” What wonders the Lord hasrked for me, | cannot now tell you in detailtbu
many of you who have been my faithful helpers kimw hundreds and even thousands of pounds have
poured in from our great Lord in the moment of rssdg. It will always be the same, for the Lord God

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 29




Sermon #1712 Filling the Empty Vessels 3

is the same. Until the funds run low we cannot ekpe see them replenished. But when they get low,
then will God come and deal graciously with us. s, however, our smallest need, we need grace,
wisdom, light, and comfort, and these we shall h&@leour needs are occasions for blessing. Theemor
needs you have the more blessing you will get. Gasl promised to fill up all your needs. That i$, al
your empty vessels will be filled, and therefoites thore the merrier. What? The more in need the bet
ter? Yes, | would have your faith believe that isg)@a statement. Your poverty shall thus be youresch
your weakness your strength, your abasement yoaltagdon. Your extremity shall be an opportunity
that God will use to show the riches of His grate.your utter exhaustion He will draw near with all
the fullness of His inexhaustible grace, and He rgplenish you till your cup runs over. He willl fup

all your empty vessels. Be not slow to fetch tharmfoom holes and corners, and place them befae th
Lord, however many they may be. Weep not over thpte jars, but place them out in rows in full ex-
pectation of their being filled to the brim.

These empty vessels of yours, a@ne of them, | have no doubgery large, and they even grow
larger. Most of our needs grow upon us. You still pray, V&us this day our daily bread,” but the one
loaf, which was a large answer to the prayer whanwere single, would not go far at your table now—
the loaves vanish like snow in the sun. You neddgl fifty years ago, but you need more now, da yo
not? You have more infirmities, and perhaps masedstrthan in your younger days. | know that, apart
from my loving Lord, | am much needier now tharveewas before. Whatever a man requires in the
things of God, usually the older he grows, andniuee experience he has, the more he needs ithand t
more of it he needs. He needs more love than hevhad he was younger, more patience, more resig-
nation, more humility, more charity, more wisdommdamore holiness. He desires more faith, and a
brighter hope. He needs, especially in prospeaeath, more courage, and bolder, simple, child-like
confidence in his Savior, Why, some of us have sdhdt could not be supplied if we could turn the
stars to gold and coin them and pay them awayetbesld not touch the hunger of the heart and soul.
The world itself would be but a mouthful for ourirss’ necessity—a drop in a bucket. | know some
saints that have grown to be so deeply in delitéo tord, to His church, and to the world, thayttare
over their heads in it, hopelessly involved in badless obligation. How can we meet the demands upon
us? Our responsibilities are overwhelming. All teatme of us have made by our lifelong trading is a
bigger stock of needs than we ever had before.vahaum within our spirit expands and enlarges, and
we cry out, “More knowledge of the Scriptures, mofé&hrist, more of grace, more of God, more of the
Holy Spirit, more power to serve God.” Our oil velsswould each one hold a sea, and even these are
expanding. We need more and more, and the mertlyaisthe text before us keeps pace with the
growth—"My God shall supply all your need.” Thiscilndes the big needs as well as the little ones. It
comprehends all that can be as well as all thdt guarantees us that our growing needs shalball
supplied. Let the vessels expand to their utmo&t ‘my God,” says Paul, “shall fill up all thoseeks
of yours.”

Certain of our needsagain, are of this extraordinary kind, thiathey were filled up tonight they
would be empty tomorrow morningome of our necessities are fresh every morning.cfbp is a daily
one, it springs up every moment. The grace | haal fninutes ago will not serve me now. Yesterday |
may have possessed great love, great faith, goeaage, great humility, great joy, but | also ndesse
today, and none can give them to me but my Lordi Nad great patience under your last trial. Yes, bu
old patience is stale stuff. You must grow mordhaft sweet herb in your garden, for the trial tisat
now coming can only be sweetened by the herb cogmewly gathered from the garden of your heart
and mixed with the bitter water of your afflictior@ur condition apart from our God may be compared
to those fabled vessels that we read of in mytholbxgt were so full of holes that, though the fifty
daughters of Danaus labored hard to fill them bpytcould never accomplish the task. You and | are
such leaky vessels that none but God can eversfilAnd when we are filled, none but God can keep u
full. Yet so the promise stands, “My God shall dypdl your need.” All the vessels shall be filladd
shall be kept full.

We have certain needs, dear friends, thavang pressingand perhaps most clamorous at this mo-
ment. Some needs are urgent, they must be supphedsupplied speedily, or we shall perish with-hun
ger, or die of sickness, or wither up in despaierddlet me add a caution. | dare not tell you thad
will supply all the needs of everybody, for thigprise is to the children of God, and in its mospbat-
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ic sense it is only to a certain class even ambegit Those persons who profess to be Christiams, an
when they were well-to-do never helped anybody, digkink the Lord will let them pinch a bit, and
know what a condition of poverty is like that theyay become more sympathetic with the poor. | have
known good stewards, and the Lord has sent thene,nfiar they have dealt well with what they had.
They have given away their substance by shoveléuid,the Lord has sent it back by cartloads, ard en
trusted them with more. Others who have been badasts, and have not served their Master well,
have lost what they had, and have come to poveetyus hope that their substance has gone to some-
body that will use it better. But meanwhile, thegvl to pinch, and deservedly so. But, remember, the
apostle is speaking to people of a very differdrdracter from that. He is speaking to the Philippja
and | think that there is a point in that pronotMy God shall supply alyour need.” You have been
generous in helping the Lord’s servant, and thedwitl repay you. Up to the measure of your ability
you have served His church and helped to carryismidrk in the world, and therefore God will supply
all your need. This is not spoken to hoarding Judas, btite@enerous who had voluntarily yielded of
their substance when a fit opportunity was giventhWill any of you bring your need to God and test
Him by the same conduct? Remember that old proofiséis, “Bring you all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in My house, andepgvte/now herewith, says the Lord of hosts, if llwil
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour ydwadiessing, that there shall not be room enoagh t
receive it.” There is that that scatters and yetdases. Give and it shall be given unto you. Gh) ger
gracious God will fill all the vessels at oncetimhe presses! If your needs urgently require tdilbe,
bring them to Him.

| began by saying that few of us had any gredttoaborrow other people’s empty potéet there
are some of us whose main anxiety is about theelgetigat we have borroweWe need more oil than
others, for this very reason, that we care for th€ertain of us have been called to a life wihitar-
twists itself with many lives. We have been led dmgce and providence to take upon ourselves the
needs of thousands. Every genuine warm-hearteat@mridoes this more or less. We try to make other
men’s needs our own needs, by working for the pib@r,gnorant, the sick, and the helpless. You that
care for our orphan children may well join with mmeprayer that the Lord will fill up all those enypt
vessels which we have borrowed of poor widows. Kiohmy hundreds of borrowed vessels in the Or-
phanage, and of the number in the College. Bleksdtie Lord my God, He will fill up all these. Tleos
whom we try to help in different ways, especialypse we try to lead to the Savior, are like the wom
an’s borrowed vessels, and they are not a few. hawe made their spiritual needs your own. You have
come before God to pray for them as for your owul,sand you shall be heard. You have talked to your
neighbors and laid yourself out for their good,ifagour own eternal destiny were in their steadstRe
fully assured that the Lord that filled the borralygots in Elisha’s day will also supply your borexv
needs. “My God will fill up all your needs.” It s blessed word. Bring out your vessels and sddsdf i
not true.

| should like to see every Christian here settng all his vessels in rows at once, whatever they
may be. Do not put your cares away in the back raoch say, “I shall draw them out tomorrow and
begin worrying over them.” Instead of that, whiletoil is flowing, bring them here before the Lord,
that the oil may have free course, and find sugabbrage. Would you limit the miracle? Have yoe on
forgotten need? Make haste with it! Still the silmultiplying. Come one! Come all! Arrange your ves
sels and the Lord will fill up your needs by Hisge, and fill your mouths with a song.

Il. Secondly, let us inquire, WHO IS TO FILL THESE VHISS? Paul saysMy God will supply
all your need.”

“My God!” Oh, that is grand! It is foolish talking if anyhetr name were mentioned. God can supply
all the needs of His people, for He is All-suffictebut nobody else can. He can do it without aglp h
for nothing is too hard for the Lord. He is ablentamber the myriads of His creatures and atterteo
commissariat of them all, so that not one of thémmlldack. “He calls them all by their names, by th
greatness of His power not one fails.” “They thaitwpon the Lord shall not want any good things’ A
for you, dear brothers and sisters, “trust in tleedLand do good, so shall you dwell in the land] an
verily you shall be fed.” He that promises to €ipp all your empty vessels is one who can do it.r&he
no limit to the goodness and power of God.
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Then, notice that sweet word which Paul has ptdrbehe glorious word, “God.” He writes*My
God.” As Paul looked at the money which the Phipg had sent him, and perhaps at the warm gar-
ments that would cover him in the cold, damp jad,cried, “See howny God has supplieche!” And
then he saysMy God shall supplyou.” This same God, Paul's God—*“shall fill up all youeed.”
Wonderfully had God protected Paul from the matitéhose who sought for his life. Very wonderfully
had he been carried by divine power through un|ededl labors, so that he had been made to triumph i
every place in the preaching of the gospel. Ang tRaul had learned from day to day to get a firmer
grip of his God, and say, “My God!” with more ancdra emphasis. Jehovah was not to Paul the un-
known god, but, “My God.” With God he dwelt, andhiim he reposed all his cares. This same God is
our God. Think of that, poor friend, in your hodrreed. Think of that, you afflicted widow woman,
you have Paul's God to go to. Think of that, ddatdcof God in trouble, you have the same God as
Paul had, and He is as much yours as He was PHig'&irm has not waxed short, neither has His heart
grown hard towards any of His children. “My Goddys Paul, “who is also your God, will supply all
your need.”

Who is this God that will supply all our needsulPaGod, remember, was andtiee God of provi-
dence,and what a wonderful God that is! We speak aseifwwere some very important part of the uni-
verse, but really, what are we? Our little islaath scarcely be found upon the globe till you honigl
for it. What a tiny speck this congregation must Bat God supplies the needs of all the millions of
mankind. “Mankind,” | said, but | ought to have limded all the other creatures, too—the myriads of
herring in the sea, the multitudes of birds thahetmes darken the sun in their migrations, thentou
less armies of worms and insects, strangely supple know not how. And yet, “Your heavenly Father
feeds them.” Is that all the sphere of His provadshNo, far from it. | suppose that this round wart
ours is but one apple in the orchard of creatiom, grain of dust in the corner of God’s great pal&ut
all yon orbs, with all the living things that may Ipeopling every star, He supplies. And how? “He
opens His hand and supplies the need of everylithing.” See how easy to Him is this universal-pro
vision. He does but open His hand and it is domés 16 the God that will supply all your need. Hils
the stars by name. He leads out Arcturus with brisssHe loosens the bands of Orion. He does great
things without number, and shall He not feed amdhel you, O you of little faith? Yes, be you sufe o
this, the God of providence shall supply all yoaeds for this life and its surroundings.

If that suffice you not, let me remind you thaistod is the God of grace, for Paul above all men
counted grace to be his treasure. His God was ttedb grace. Chiefly He is the God who gave His
Son to bleed and die for men. Oh, stand at Calaad/see God's great sacrifice—the gift of His only-
begotten Son. And when you have marked the wouhtitsed/Nell-beloved and seen Jesus die, answer
me this question—“He that spared not His own Saih fieely delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things?” Whaill He deny us who has given up the best jewel tha
He had, the glorious One that heaven could not m?aithere was never the like of Jesus, and yet He
bowed His head to die on our behalf. Oh, my deear driends, if you are anxious tonight and vexed
with many cares, do think of that. It is the Godl &ather of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ wlys sa
that He will fill up all your need. Do you doubtid? Can you? Dare you distrust Him?

Now, take a flight above this present cloud-land beholdhe God of heaverhink of what God is
up yonder—

“Beyond, beyond this lower sky,

Up where eternal ages roll,

Where solid pleasures never die,

And fruits immortal feast the soul.”
Behold the splendor of God! Gold in heaven is ofaosoount. The streets of that city are all of pywkl
like unto transparent glass. The riches and theclmaedise of nations are but as rags and rottenness
compared with the most common utensils of God'ssgh@use above. There they possess inexhaustible
treasures and everything that is precious, fomtals of the New Jerusalem are described as made of
twelve manner of precious stones, as if these stareee so common in Immanuel’s land that they built
the walls with them. The gates are each one a.p&dmdt pearls are those! Is God rich? Inconceivably
incalculably rich, so that He clothes the very grathe field more gloriously than Solomon clothed
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himself. What am | doing to be of a doubtful mind™He my Father, and will He let me suffer need?
What! |, starving, and my Father owning heaven? mde;,-

“He that has made my heaven secure,

Will here, all good provide

While Christ is rich, can | be poor?

What can | need beside?”

My precious text is one which, years ago, wherbwié the Orphanage, | caused to be cut on one of
the pillars of the entrance. You will notice it s the first columns on either side whenever you g
there. “My God shall supply all your need accordiadis riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” This dbko
for the foundation of the Institution, and set neylsto it as true. And it has been so. Time woaltimhe
if I were to tell how often God has interposed éhéar His numerous family—those children that are
cast upon the divine Fatherhood. He has honoredwlis promise and our faith, and | believe He al-
ways will. There on the forefront of the Orphanatgnds also the word—"“The Lord will provide.” You
shall see whether it is not so. As long as thatgpkiands my God shall supply our need, and it bhad
standing encouragement to us all. Think of tharfare extensive orphanage of our brother Mueller, of
Bristol, with those 2,500 children living simplyrtugh prayer and faith, and yet as abundantly segbpl
as the Queen in her palace. Nothing is lacking el@wd is the Provider. The Lord will supply without
fail. Let us trust without fear. Go and plead thismise with the Lord your God and He will fulfitito
you as well as to the rest of His saints.

lIl. Now, thirdly, let us inquire IN WHAT STYLE WILL GOLCSUPPLY HIS PEOPLE’'S NEEDS?

He will do it in such styleas becomes His wealth—"according to His riche3iere are several
ways of doing most things. There is more than oag @f giving a penny to a beggar. You can throw it
at him, if you like, or pitch it in the mud as iby threw a bone to a dog. Or you may hand it to inig
sort of huff as if you said, “Take it, and be ofithvyou.” Or you may drag the coin out of your petk
as unwillingly as if you were losing your eye-tooffhere is yet another way of doing it, namelyttha
which makes the copper turn to gold, by a courtdandness which expresses sympathy with the poor
creature’s need. Always give good things in the e, for your heavenly Father does so.

Now, how does God supply His children? Stingilysenably, grudging them every penny’s worth?
Certainly not! | hope that it was never your misésydine with a grudging man who watched every
mouthful that went down your throat as if there wasmuch the less for him. Why, when one does eat,
at whatever table it may be, if it is the most coonnfiare, one likes a welcome. It is the welcomecihi
makes the covenant invitation so sweet, when yau the exhortation, “Eat, O friends; drink, yesnir
abundantly, O beloved.” One enjoys the welcome béart which does all it can, like the Scot woman
at a great communion meeting when there was nolb@dgke the people in, “Come in,” she said.
“Come in. | have room for ten of you in my houseg a have room for ten thousand of you in my heart.
Come along with you. Nobody so welcome as you hlage been sitting at my Master’s table with me.”
How, then, does God dispense His favors? How dae§lHip the vessels? The way He does it is not
according to our poverty, nor according to our mébut according to His riches.” He gives like iady
Brethren, | must correct myself—He gives as a God] as only God can give, according to His own
God-like riches.

No, that is not all. He will do it in a stylnsistent with His present glorit is “according to His
richesin glory,” which means that, as rich as God is in glory,cois He in giving. He never demeans
Himself in the mercies that He gives. He gives adiog to His rank, and that is the highest conceiva
ble. He givesso as to bring Him new glory never heard of one of His children receivingreat bless-
ing from Him, and then saying that it did not glprGod to bestow it. No, no. The more He gives, the
more glorious He is in the eyes of men. And Hegles to give, that His glory may be seen, and tteat
riches of His manifested glory may be increasedhtélding would not enrich the Lord of heaven. Ra-
ther would it impoverish Him in glory. But givinghgches Him with more revealed glory and He there-
fore delights to scatter His bounty.

The fact is, brethrerGod gives gloriouslyThe calculations of God—did you ever think ofrtie
Well, let me say that He always calculates so dedawe something to spare, by which to illustraie t
infinity of His goodness. | know that it is so. ldees not give us just as much light as our eyesatan
in, but He floods the world with splendor till waagle our eyes amidst the blaze of noon. After this
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fashion did His only-begotten Son feed the thousamdgen He multiplied bread and fish for them to eat
We read that “they did all eat.” No doubt they whtengry enough to do a great deal of that soraof |
bor. So far so good, but it is added, “and wdtedi” It takes a good deal to fill men who haverma
long way into the country and have had nothingatiofer a whole day. But theyerefilled, fainting and
famished though they had been. Yes, but do nottbge—"“And they took up of the fragments twelve
baskets full.” The Lord always has baskets fulleffovers remaining for the waiters. He will be esto

fill all your needs till you have no other need ening, and have provision on hand for needs ntt ye
arrived. Will the day ever come when we shall $8ying yet another need for God to fill,” and the-a
swer will be, “I have no more needs”? Then theobigrace will stop, but not till then. No, accordito
what | have said, it will not stop then, but it Mglo on flowing and flowing, and flowing and flowgn
world without end, “according to His riches in gidoy Christ Jesus.”

The Lord will give enough, enough for all time peighof all, enoughor all, and more than enough.
There shall be no real need of any believer buttwhea Lord will fill it full, and exceed it. It i® won-
derful expression “filled with all the fullness Gfod.” It pictures our being in God and God in useO
has illustrated it by taking a bottle, holdingntthe sea, and getting it right full—there is tlea sn the
bottle. Now, throw it right into the waves, and itesink and you have the sea in the bottle andtitde
in the sea. So God enters into us, and as we caofbmore, He makes us enter into Himself. In® th
very fullness of Christ are we plunged. What mae the amplest imagination conceive, or the hungri-
est heart desire? Thus God will supply our needsll Way you fill others, who are yourselves scefil
by God. Well may you serve His cause with boundégsserosity when the infinite liberality of God is
thus ensured to you

I\VV. Lastly, let us notice BY WHAT MEANS THE LORD FILLOUR NEEDS. It is “by Christ Je-
sus.” Does God supply all His people’s needs bysthesus?

Yes, first,by giving them Christ Jesufar there is everything in Christ Jesus. ChristlisThe man
who has Christ has all things, as says the apdstliethings are yours, for you are Christ’s, antirist
is God’s.” You will never have a spiritual need waliiis not supplied in Christ. If you need courage,
can create it. If you need patience, He can tetadhyiou need love, He can inspire it. You needsla
ing, and there is the fountain. You require a gaminand there is the robe of righteousness. Youldvou
have great needs if you went to heaven withoutsgHsut you shall not go there without Him. And eve
there He shall supply you with everything. He ithat prepares your mansion, provides your wedding
dress, leads you to His throne, and bids you sitethwith Him forever. God will supply your eternal
needs by giving you Christ.

Moreover, all things shall come to yby virtue of Christ’s meritYou deserve no good thing, but
He deserves it and He says, “Set it to My poor a@&s account.” You may use Christ's name at the
Bank of Heaven freely, for though God might noteghis favor to you, He will always give it to His
dear, dying, risen, pleading Son. When Jesus’ namaoted, all things are yielded by the Fatherd Go
will give you all things by Christ; therefore dotrgp to anybody else after those things. If youehbg-
gun in the Spirit, do not attempt to be perfectgdhe flesh. If your only hope is in what Christsha
done, stick to that and add nothing to it. Be ffuar motto—

“None but Jesus!

None but Jesus!”
Jesus is our all. We are complete in Him. We needddendato the volume of His love. Christ, and
Christ, alone, shall supply all your need—all yénesh springs are in Him. “It pleased the Fatheat th
Him should all fullness dwell; and of His fullnes® have all received, and grace for grace.”

Now, once more, | would to God that some poor $aué that has no faith—that has no good thing
about him—would, nevertheless, look over his hars# see whether he has not an empty vessel some-
where. All that Christ wants of you, poor sinnarthat you should be empty and come and let Him fil
you with His grace. Come along with you, just asl ywe! Bring no good works, no prayers, no any-
thing, but come with all your sins, and folliesdaailures, which you may look upon as so many empt
pots. Come to Jesus for everything. “But | haveag a sense of need,” you say. Come to Him fat th
too. You must be very needy to be in neethat Come and get it from Him. | tell you, soul, yoo alot
need a half-farthing’s worth of your own, for whatu think you have will only keep you back from Je-
sus. Come in all your poverty—a beggar, a kingeddars, come and be made rich by Jesus. You that
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have not a rag to cover your sin with, you thatarky fit to be put into the devil’'s dust bin, atidown
away as worthless, come along with you! My Lordudess ready to receive those that Satan himself
flings away. If you are such that you cannot fimgtaing in yourself that is desirable, and evenryald
companions, who once cheered you on, now thinktgoumean for them, yet come into my Master’s
company, for “this man receives sinners.” Come wihr beggary and bankruptcy. You cannot dig, but
to beg be not ashamed, for “My God will supplyyadur need according to His riches in glory by Chris
Jesus.”

As for you that have not trusted my Lord, and bolast you can do very well without Him, | sup-
pose | must leave you to fight your own way. Youldee that you will carry on your own business, and
will not be dependent upon God, nor fall into aagdtical ideas, as you are pleased to call tiBrhwe
shall seeAlready we see that the youths faint and are wdaaad the young men utterly fall. We see
that the young lions lack and suffer hunger, aso #hat the best-laid plans of wisest men go oftyaw
And they that have felt assured that they couldtfipeir own way—even they have come to terrible
failure. We shall see how you fare. They that maymtvith wings as eagles and are proud and vainglo-
rious, even these go down to destruction so thdliest has reason to glory. As for me, let me wpiin
the Lord God and live by faith in Him. Is it notther to drink of life out of the deep, inexhaustilhiill-
ness of God than to go forever pumping and pumpatngpur own shallow cisterns which hold no wa-
ter? Self-reliance may be well enough, but Gocargle eclipses it as the sun outshines the stalts. “O
rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.” “Tstin the Lord, and do good; so shall you dwelihie
land, and verily you shall be fed.” “He shall coyeu with His feathers, and under His wings shall y
trust: His truth shall be your shield and bucklértiere is a God and those who love Him and trust Hi
and serve Him know that He is a good Master. Job slendered by the devil when he came and said,
“Does Job serve God for nothing?” He insinuated dlod made a good thing out of his religion and was
moved by selfish motives. It was a great lie, ant] in a certain sense, it is true. If anybody dhs
same of you, admit that it is true. Acknowledget y@u do make a fine thing out of your religion.d50
will not let you serve Him for nothing. You shakwver have to ask the question, “What profit is ehiér
we serve God?” You shall have His peace, His Iélis,joy, His supplies, according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus. You shall know that in kegpHis commandments there is great reward.

Believer, you shall have everything through Chaistl nothing without Him. He that trusts not the
Savior, and prays not to Him, shall be like Gideoittece—when all around it was wet the fleece was
dry. But the man who trusts God and blesses Hisenstmall be like Gideon’s fleece, when all around
was dry it was full of moisture. God will not hemman’s prayers except through Christ Jesus. But if
that name is mentioned, the gates of heaven flp.oped withholds no real good from the man of God
who is in Christ. But our plea must be Jesus fast] Jesus last, and Jesus in the midst. We mesgmr
the bleeding Lamb before God each morning and eagtft. | pray you seek no mercy of God apart
from Christ, but lay hold upon God in Christ, araiyshall have enough for all your need. May God the
Holy Spirit cause you to abide in Christ JesusHm name’s sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—2 Kings 41-7 and Philippians 4.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—84 (SONG II), 23 (FI RST VERSION), 708.
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