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“l write unto you, young men, because you have ax@ne the wicked one...l have written unto you,
young men, because you are strong, and the wor&otl abides in you,
and you have overcome the wicked one.”
1 John 2:13, 14.

WHEN | preached a short time ago upon John’s mestaghe “little children’[Sermon #1711-A
Sermon to the Lord’s Little Childrgnl explained why it was that he first said, “I veit and then, “I have
written.” He is writing, his whole heart is in @nd he cannot help saying that he is earnestlyngrib
those whom he loves so well. But he has scarceingetthe line before he feels that he must altr th
present tense and set it in the past, under time &y “I have written.” He knows that he must sdmn
gone from them, and be numbered with those who ,wereare not, among living men. These words,
then, are the language of a father in Israel atilbng his children. They are also the words ofwhe
has passed from earth and entered into glory. #twkhall have to say at this time, fairly flowifrgm
the text, shall come to you as Christ’'s words fridia favored disciple John, you will attach the more
importance to it, and it will do your hearts themngood. Lifting his head from that dear bosom Wwhic
gave him unexampled rest he whispers, “I write wao young men.” Looking down from that favored
place which he now occupies so near to the throétieeoLamb, he looks over the battlements of heaven
upon us and cries, “I have written unto you, youran.”

In the Christian church there is an order of Glams who have grown so much that they can no
longer be called, “babes in grace,” but yet theyrast so far matured that they can exactly be ¢éafbe
thers.” These, who form the middle class of theits@il-minded, are styled “young men.” Understand
that the apostle is not writing here to any acaagdo their bodily age. He is using human age st
aphor and figure for representing growth in theigml life. Age, according to the flesh, oftenfdifs
much from the condition of the spirit. Many old mare still no more than “babes.” Some children in
years are even now “young men” in grace, whileantdw young men are “fathers” in the church while
young in years. God has endowed certain of Hisasgsvwith great grace, and made them mature in
their youth, such were Joseph, Samuel, David, dasid Timothy. It is not age according to the fgmil
register that we are now to speak about, but agerding to the Lamb’s book of life.

Grace is a matter of growth, and therefore we f@meng us babes, young men, and fathers, whose
position is not reckoned according to this fleetidgng life, but according to that eternal life iain has
been worked in them by the Spirit of God. It israad mercy when young men in the natural sense are
also young men in the spiritual sense, and | ard ghat it is largely so in this church. The fathers
among us need not be ashamed of their spiritudl $eespeaking to young men in Christ, | am spegkin
to a numerous body of Christians among ourselvé®, make up a very efficient part of the army of
Christ in this region. | would ask them not to b so modest or so proud as to decline to bs thu
classed. You are no longer weaklings, do not, thezecount yourselves mere babes, lest you plgad e
emption from hard service. You are hardly yet maemough to rank with the fathers. Do not forget th
duties of your real place under cover of aspirmgmother. It is honor enough to be in Christ, ead
tainly it is no small thing to be in spiritual tlys, a man in the prime of life.

These young men are not babes. They have beerist @o long for that. They are no longer nov-
ices, to whom the Lord’s house is strange. Theyehaen born unto God probably now for years. The
things which they hoped for at first they haveattarge extent, realized. They know now what once
they could not understand. They are not now codfiteea milk diet. They can eat meat and digest it
well. They have discernment, having had their seesercised by reason of use, so that they arsmot
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liable to be misled as they were in their infandpd while they have been longer in the way, so also
have they now grown stronger in the way. It is aateak and timorous faith which they now possess.
They believe firmly and stoutly, and are able tobadtle for the “faith once delivered to the saihtsr

they are strong in the Lord and in the power of Hight. They are wiser now than they used to be.

When they were children they knew enough to sagmitior they knew the Father, and that was blessed
knowledge. But now they know far more of the wofdsed which abides in them through their earnest,

prayerful, believing reception of it. Now they haaeclearer idea of the breadth and length, andhdept

and height of the work of redemption, for they haeen taught of God. They even venture to enjoy the
deep things of God, and the covenant is by no maanmknown thing among them. They have been
under the blessed teaching of the Spirit of God, faom Him they have received an anointing, so that

they know all things. In knowledge they are no mcinédren, but men in Christ Jesus. Thus they are
distinguished from the first class, which compreteethe babes in Christ.

They are not yet fathers because they are naoyestablished, confirmed and settled as the father
are, who know what they believe, and know it witlteatainty of full assurance which nothing can
shake. They have not yet had the experience oéfstland consequently have not all their prudende a
foresight. They are richer in zeal than in judgmdritey have not yet acquired the nursing faculty so
precious in the church as the product of growtipeeience, maturity and affection. They are goindamn
that, and in a short time they will have reachedut as yet they have other work to do more slatéb
their vigor. Do not suppose that when we say threynat to be called “fathers,” that they are nlogre-
fore, very valuable to the community, for in soneases they are quite equal to the fathers, anden o
or two respects they may even be superior to thdma.fathers are for contemplation, they study deep
and see far, and so they “have known Him thatosfthe beginning.” But a measure of their energy fo
action may have gone through stress of years. Tymsgg men are born to fight. They are the militia
the church. They have to contend for her faith, taneixtend the Redeemer’s kingdom. They should do
so, for they are strong. This is their lot and tloed help them to fulfill their calling. These mufstr
years to come be our active spirits. They are trength and our hope. The fathers must soon gtheff
stage, their maturity in grace shows that theyraegly for glory, and it is not God’s way to keesHi
shocks of corn in the field when once they areyftijpe for the granary. Perfect men shall be gaither
up with the perfect, and shall enter into theirg@osphere. The fathers, therefore, must soon be,go
and when they are gone, to whom are we to lookafeuccession but to these young men? We hope to
have them for many years with us, valiant for theht steadfast in the faith, ripening in spirifida
growingly made meet to take their seats among thefigd saints above. Judge for yourselves, dear
brethren, whether you are fairly to be ranked antbiegyoung men. Have no regard to the matter qf sex
for there is neither male nor female in Christ 3esudge whether you are fit to be ranked amonggtho
whose full-grown and vigorous life entitles themstand among the effectives of the church, thervigo
ous manhood of the seed of Israel. To such | spdai.God the Holy Spirit bless the word!

I. The first thing that John notes about these youngn ns THEIR POSSESSION OF
STRENGTH—"I have written unto you young men, beeaysu are strong.”

These Christians of the middle class are empHigtisaong. This does not imply that any measure
of spiritual strength was in them by nature, far &postle Paul clearly puts it otherwise concerrong
natural state saying, “When we were yet withowrggth, Christ died for the ungodly.” So that byunat
we are without strength to do anything that is gand right. We are strong as a wild bull, to dasada
long into everything that is evibtrong as a lion to fight against all that is geodl Godlike, but for all
spiritual things and holy things we are utterlyinmf and incapable. Yes, we are as dead men untdl Go
the Holy Spirit deals with us.

Neither does the apostle here at all allude testrength of the body in young men, for in a spait
sense this is rather their weakness than themgttie The man who is strong in the flesh is toemfior
that very reason strongly tempted to sins of tkeeh] and therefore the apostle bids his youngdrien
“flee youthful lusts.” Whenever you read the lifeSamson you may thank God you had not Samson’s
muscles and sinews, or else it is more than preb#iat you would have had Samson’s passions, and
they might have mastered you as they mastered Thimtime of life in which a young man is found is
full of perils, and so is the spiritual conditiohwhich it is the type. The young man might almasth
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that it were with him as with the older man in whtre forces of the flesh have declined, for thoagé
brings with it many infirmities, it also has itsigan the abatement of the passions. So you segaineg
man cannot reckon upon vigor of the flesh as couating towards real “strength.” He has rather to as
for more strength from on high lest the animal vitjat is within him should drag down his spirite k$
glad to be in robust health that he may bear moitimtthe Lord’s cause, but he is not proud ofat, he
remembers that the Lord delights not in the stieiogtthe horse, and takes not pleasure in thedégs
man.

These young men in grace are strong, first ofimffaith, according to that exhortation, “Be strong!
Fear not!” They have known the Lord now for sonmeetj and they have enjoyed that perfect peace
which comes of forgiven sin. They have marked tleekwof the Spirit within themselves, and they
know that it is no delusion, but a divine change] aow they not only believe in Christ, but theytn
that they believe in Him. They know whom they haedieved, and they are persuaded that He is able to
keep that which they have committed to Him. Thahfahich was once a healing touch has now be-
come a satisfying embrace. That enjoyment whichamae a sip has now become a draught, quenching
all thirst. Yes, and that which was once a dralngistbecome an immersion into the river of God, fwhic
is full of water, they have plunged into the rivéiife and find waters to swim in. Oh what a mertcis
to be strong in this fashion. Let him that is sgydake heed that he glory only in the Lord whois h
righteousness and strength, but in Him and Hisagtrehe may indeed make his boast and defy the ar-
mies of the aliens. What says Paul—“I can do atigh through Christ that strengthens me.” My broth-
ers and sisters, take good heed that you nevethasstrength. Pray God that you may never siasso
to lose it, may never backslide so as to lose &ty mever grieve the Spirit so as to lose it, foedkon
that to be endowed with power from on High, anth@cstrong in faith, giving glory to God, is thedst
glory and majesty of our manhood, and it were saldge it, or even to deface it. Oh that all Claiss
were so much advanced as to enter the enlistealibatof the Lord’s young men.

This strength makes a man strangendure He is a sufferer, but mark how patient he is!isia
loser in business, and he has a hard task to eadaity bread, but he never complains. He haseghr
in every state to be content. He is persecutedhéus not distressed by it. Men revile him, buihaot
moved from the even tenor of his way. He growsleagealike of flattery and slander. So long asdre ¢
please God, he cares not to displease men. Hesdarehigh, and lives above the smoke of human opin-
ion. He bears and forbears. He bows his neck tydke and his shoulders to the burden, and has fel-
lowship with Christ in his sufferings. Blessedhst man who is so strong that he never complairgsof
trials, never whimpers and frets because he is nfadbare in the humiliations and griefs of his e&ov
nant head. He expected to bear the cross whendagnieea follower of the Crucified, and he is not now
made weary and faint when it presses upon hims.dtfair sight to see young Isaac bearing the Wiood
the sacrifice. Young Joseph bearing the fettengrison with holy joy. Young Samson, carrying away
the gates of Gaza, bars and all, and young Dawvipg God with his harp though Saul is feeling for
his javelin. Such are the exploits of the young meéio count it all joy when they fall into manifotd-
als for Christ’'s sake. O young man, be strongnstras an iron column which bears the full streshef
building and is not moved.

This strength shows itself, next, laboring for Christ. The young man in Christ is a great worker.
He has so much strength that he cannot sit stdlwiduld be ashamed to leave the burden and heat of
the day to be borne by others. He is up and atabraling to his calling and ability. He has askésl h
Lord as a favor to give him something to do. Higyar has been, “Show me what You would have me
to do,” and having received an answer, he is founthe vineyard trenching the soil, removing the
weeds, pruning the vines, and attending to sucbréabs the seasons demand. His Master has said to
him, “Feed My sheep,” and “Feed My lambs.” And &fere, you shall see him through the livelong day
and far into the night watching over the flock whis committed to him. In all this toil he greatk-
joices, for he is strong. He can run and not berydde can walk and not faint. “By my God have |
leaped over a wall,” he says. Nothing is hard iam,lor if it is, he remembers that the diamond ¢hes
diamond, and so he sets a harder thing againgtdattiag, and by a firm and stern resolution herove
comes. That which ought to be done he declare$ Isbaone in the power of God, and lo, it is accom-
plished! Blessed is the church that has her quivéof these. She shall speak with her adversaries
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the gate. These are the men that work our refoomatiThese are the men who conduct our missions.
These are the men who launch out into the dee@lioist. They make the vanguard of the host of God,
and largely compose the main body of her forcesudt this church has many such. May they yet be
multiplied and increased among us that we may niawgrfor choice soldiers of the cross, able tallea
on the hosts of God.

So, also, are these young men strongetost attack They are assaulted, but they carry with them
the shield of faith with which they quench the yiglarts of the enemy. Wherever they go, if theytmee
with other tempted ones, they spring to the frorggpouse their cause. They are ready in the dagtof
tle to meet attacks upon the faith with the swdrthe Spirit. They will yield no point of faith, bue-
fend the truth at all hazards. Clad in the full armof truth, they meet no deadly wound, for by grac
they are so preserved that the wicked one touttees tot. They resist temptation, and are unharmed i
the midst of peril. Do you need an example? Loodoseph! Where ten thousand would have fallen he
stands in snow-white purity. Joseph as contrasi#id DRavid is an instance of how a young man may
bring greater glory to God than an older man whesaged by a similar temptation. Joseph is but goun
and the temptation forces itself upon him whileha the path of duty. He is alone with his tereps,
and no one need know of the sin if it is commiti®d. the other hand, if he refuses, shame and pgssib
death may await him through the slander of hismafézl mistress. Yet he bravely resists the assdt,
overcomes the wicked one. He is a bright contashe older man, a father in Israel, who went dut o
his way to compass an evil deed, and committedecimorder to fulfill his foul desire. From thissa
we learn that neither years, nor knowledge, noeggpce can preserve any one of us from sin, lalt ol
and young must be kept by the power of God, or thiéybe overthrown by the tempter.

Furthermore, these young men are not only strongekistance, but they are strdngattack They
carry the war into the enemy’s territory. If theseanything to be done, they are like Jonathanhasd
armor-bearer, eager for the fray. These are veajoms for the Lord of hosts, and are prompt to unde
take toil and travail for Jesus’ sake. These sdut@n error, and set up truth. These believe greags,
attempt great things, and expect great thingstlaad.ord is with them. The archers have sorelyvgie
them, and shot at them, and hated them, but tleeslabide in strength, for the arms of their haags
made strong by the mighty God of Jacob. One of thkail chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand
to flight.

So have | shown you what these young men are,dhegtrong, strong to believe, strong to suffer,
strong to do, strong to resist, strong to attacky Mompanies of these go in and out among us ko fig
the Lord’s battles, for to this end has the Lomdlgd them with strength.

Il. Secondly, let us notice that he implies THEIR NEBBP STRENGTH, for he says, “You are
strong, and you have overcome the wicked one.” Betwthe lines of the text | read the fact, thatngpu
men who are strong must expect to be attacked.al$dsfollows from a rule of divine economy. When-
ever God lays up stores it is because there witided of them. When Egypt’'s granaries were fulhwit
the supply of seven years of plenty, one might Haeen sure that seven years of famine were about to
come. Whenever a man is strong it is because hstbas work to do, for as the Israelite of old rreve
had an ounce of manna left over till the morningept that which bred worms and stank, so thererneve
will be a Christian that has a penny’s worth ofogrdeft over from his daily requirements. If yowear
weak you shall have no trial happen to you but sagcls common to men, but if you are strong, rest a
sured that trials many and heavy are awaiting fawery sinew in the arm of faith will have to betess
Every single weapon given out of the armory of @aldl be called for in the conflict. Christian so&t
ing is no piece of military pastime, it is no prop@rade, and it means hard fighting from the dagrof
listment to the day of reward. The strong young mray rest assured that he has no force to spend in
display, no energy which he may use in boasting\amaglory. There is a heavy burden for the strong
shoulder, and a fierce fight for the trained hand.

Why does Satan attack this class of men mostékbre first, because Satan is not always sure that
the babes in grace are in grace, and thereforeobg ot always attack beginners. But when they are
sufficiently developed, to make him see who andtvwhey are, then his wrath is awakened. Those who
have clean escaped from him he will weary and wtohe utmost of his power. A friend writes to me
to inquire whether Satan knows our thoughts. Ofs®ie does not, as God does. Satan pretty shrewdly
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guesses at them from our actions and our wordsparithps even from manifestations upon our coun-
tenances, but it is the Lord alone, who knows lloeigghts of men immediately and by themselves. Satan
is an old hand at studying human nature. He has hear six thousand years watching and tempting
men and women, and therefore he is full of cunnBig. yet, he is not omniscient, and therefore iyma
be that he thinks such and such a person is Boihtgrace that perhaps he is not in grace afalll so

he lets him alone, but as soon as ever it is cetlat the man is of the royal seed, then the ds\at
him. 1 do not know whether our Lord was ever terdpe Nazareth, while He was yet in His obscurity,
but the moment He was baptized, and the Spiritad Game upon Him, He was taken into the wilder-
ness to be tempted of the devil. If you becomevawad servant of God do not think the conflict is
over, it is then that the battle begins.

Straight from the waters of baptism, it may bay yall have to go into such a wilderness and such a
conflict as you never knew before. Satan knowsybahg men in grace can do his kingdom great harm,
and therefore he would gladly slay them early mmdlay, as Pharaoh wished to kill all the male chiid
in Israel. My brethren, you are strong to overthtae/kingdom, and therefore you need not marvel tha
he desires to overthrow you.

| think it is right that young men should endusgdness, or else they might become proud. It id har
to hide pride from men. Full of strength, full adurage, full of patience, full of zeal, such mea esrady
enough to believe the wicked one when he whisgasthey are perfect, and therefore trial is sent t
keep them out of that grievous snare of the ewl. drhe devil is used by God as a householder might
employ a dirty, smutty servant to clean his pots kettles. The devil tempts the saint, and thusstiet
sees his inward depravity, and is no longer ablaotmst. The devil thinks he is going to destroyrtian
of God, but God is making the temptation work foe believer’'s eternal good. Far better to have -Beel
zebub the god of flies pestering you, than to bexfiyablown with notions of your own excellence.

Besides, not only might this young man be a pogyride, but he certainly would not bring the glory
to God untried that he brings to Him when he overes temptation. Read the story of Job up to the
time when he is tempted. You say, “We have no dimngad.” Just so, there was nothing worthy of rec
ord only that his flocks and herds continued totiply, that another child was born and so forthefiéh
is no history to a nation when everything goes waeid it is so with a believer. But when trial cane
and the man plays the man, and is valiant for Ggadnast the arch-enemy, | hear a voice from heaven
saying, “Write.” Now you shall have history—histaiyat will glorify God. It is but right that thoseho
are young men and women in Christ should enduréictsnthat they may bring honor to their Father,
their Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who dwellshiern.

Besides, it prepares them for future usefulnesd, leere | venture to intrude the testimony of my
own experience. | often wondered, when | first cam€hrist, why | had such a hard time of it when |
was coming to the Lord, and why | was so long amavearied in finding a Savior. After that, | won-
dered why | experienced so many spiritual conflielsle others were in peace. Ah, brethren, | dit no
know that | was destined to preach to this greagoegation. | did not understand in those days that
should have to minister to hundreds, and even Hmalss of distressed spirits, storm-tossed and ready
perish. But it is so now with me that when theietld mention their experience | can as a ruldyrép
have been there,” and so | can help them, as ooehas felt the same. It is necessary, therefoa thie
young men should bear the yoke in their youth, thiadl while they are strong they should gain experi-
ence, not so much for themselves as for othersjrihater days when they come to be fathers thay m
be able to help the little ones of the family. Takair tribulation kindly, brother. Yes, take it ¢géully.
Thank your King that He puts you in commission vehtre thick of the battle centers around you. You
will never be a warrior if you never enter the dasiuds where garments are rolled in blood. You wil
never become a veteran if you do not fight throtlghlong campaign. The man who has been at the
head of the forlorn hope is he who can tell whatrstighting means. So be it unto you. May your -Cap
tain save you from the canker of inglorious easau ¥hust fight in order that you may acquire thereha
acter which inspires others with confidence in yang thus fits you to lead your comrades to thg. fra
Oh, that we may have here an abundance of the ymamgof the heavenly family who will defend the
church against worldliness and error, defend thekereones from the wolves that prowl around, and
guard the feeble against the many deceivers thgtawahe church of God. As you love the Lord, |
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charge you grow in grace and be strong, for we meezl of you just now. Oh, my brethren, take hold
on sword and buckler; watch and stand fast! MayLibrel teach your hands to war and your fingers to
fight. In these evil days may you be as a phalangrotect our Israel. The Canaanites, the Hivites a
the Jebusites are upon us just now. War is atualborders, now, therefore, let each valiant mandt
about the King'’s chariot, each man with his swagpdruhis thigh because of fear in the night.

[Il. Thirdly, the text reminds us of THEIR PROOF OF STREIH. They have overcome the wick-
ed one. Then they must be strong, for a man whoowancome the wicked one is no mean man of
war—write him down among the first three. Wickedesmbound, but there is one crafty being who de-
serves the name diie wicked one. He is the arch-leader of rebelliom, fiinst of sinners, the chief of
sinners, and the tempter of sinners. He is the @dadne who heads assaults against the pilgrims to Z
on. If any man has ever stood foot to foot with hiva will never forget it. It is a fight that onégught
will leave its scars, even though the victory iswo

In what sense have these young men overcome tikedvone?

Well, first, in the fact that they have brokenhtiggway from his power. They were once his slaves,
they are not so now. They once slept beneath bisimgperfect peace, but conscience raised an uproa
and the Spirit of God troubled them, and they clescaped his power. Once, Satan never troubled them
at all. Why should he? They were good friends. Newtempts them and worries them, and assaults
them because they have left his service, engagedslves to a new master, and become the enemies
of him who was once their god. | speak to many wlaally acknowledge that not a bit of them now be-
longs to the devil, from the crown of their headhie soles of their feet. Christ has bought theoalyb
soul, and spirit, with His precious blood. And tHegve assented to the purchase, and feel thattieey
not their own, and certainly not the devil’s, ftwey are bought with a price, and belong to Him who
purchased them. The strong man armed has beerltomdy a stronger than he. Jesus has carried the
fortress of the heart by storm, and driven outftdee Satan is not inside our heart now. He entéted
das, but he cannot enter into us, for our soulledfby another who is well able to hold His owrhe
wicked one has been expelled by the Holy One, wdw lives and reigns within our nature as Lord of
All.

Moreover, these young men have overcome the wickeg not only by breaking away from his
power and from driving him entirely out of possessso that he is no longer master, but they have
overcome him in the very fact of their oppositiorhim. When a man resists Satan, he is victorias o
Satan in that very resistance. Satan’s empire stssi the yielding of our will to his will, but vem our
will revolts against him then already we have im@asure overcome him. Albeit that sometimes we are
much better at willing than we are at doing, asApestle Paul was, for he said, “To will is preseiith
me, but how to perform that which is good I find.h& et still, the hearty will to be clean from sis a
victory over sin, and as that will grows stronged anore determined to resist the temptations o€thile
one, in that degree we have overcome sin and Sathat a blessed thing this is! For fail not to reme
ber that Satan has no weapons of defense, andcheo, we resist him, he must flee. A Christian masn ha
both defensive and offensive weapons, he has &lsisewell as a sword, but Satan has fiery darts an
nothing else. | never read of Satan having anydkibatever, so that when we resist him he is bdond
run away. He has no defense for himself, and tbiediaour resistance is in itself a victory.

But, oh, brothers and sisters, besides that, ssirae who are young men in Christ have won many a
victory over Satan. Have we not been tempted, dégrtempted? But the mighty grace of God has
come to the rescue, and we have not yielded. Caymwotook back, not within Pharisaic boasting, but
with gracious exultation, over many an evil habhiethr once had the mastery over you, but which is
master of you no longer? It was a hard conflictwHmu bit your lip sometimes, and feared that you
must yield! In certain moments your steps had atngosie, your feet had well-nigh slipped, but here
you are conqueror! Thanks be to God who gives ewittory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Hear what
the Spirit says to you when John writes to you,aose you have overcome the wicked one, he says,
“Love not the world, neither the things that are¢ha world.”

Once more, in Christ Jesus we have entirely oveecthe wicked one already, for the enemy we
have to battle with is a vanquished foe—our Lord &uaster met him and destroyed him. He is now
destitute of his boasted battle-ax, that terribapon which has made the bravest men to quiver when
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they have seen it in his hand. “What weapon is?thgbu ask. That weapon is death. Our Lord over-
threw him that has the power of death, that is,dénl, and therefore Satan has not the power afrde
any longer. The keys of death and of hell are athilt of Christ. Ah, fiend, we who believe in Jesu
shall defeat you, for our Lord defeated you! Thatide upon your head cannot be hidden! Your crown
is dashed in pieces! The Lord has sorely woundeg @Dragon, and your deadly wound can never be
healed! We have at you with dauntless couragewtibelieve the promise of our Lord, that He will
shortly bruise you under our feet. As certainlyyas were bruised under the feet of our crucifiedd,.o

so shall you be bruised under the feet of all ldsds to your utter overthrow and contempt. Letake t
courage, brothers and sisters, and abide steadf#s¢ faith, for we have in our Lord Jesus overeom
the wicked one. We are more than conquerors thrélighthat has loved us.

I\VV. Now I close with my fourth point, which is, THEIRO®JRCE OF STRENGTH. You have seen
their strength and their need of it, and their prafoit, now for the fountain of it. “The Word of @&l
abides in you.” | labor under the opinion that ¢heever was a time in which the people of God had
greater need to understand this passage than newhakk entered upon that part of the pilgrim path
which is described by Bunyan as the Enchanted Grotlihe church and the world appear to be alike
bewitched with folly. Half the people of God harddgow their head from their heels at this time. yrhe
are gaping after wonders, running after a soundmags and a tinkling cymbal, and waiting for yetreno
astounding inventions. Everything seems to bewhligig. A tornado has set in and the storm is-ev
rywhere. Christians used to believe in Christ asrtleader, and the Bible as their rule. But sorhe o
them are pleased with lords and rules such as Merrnaew! Believe me there will soon come new
Messiahs. Men are already pretending to work mesacWe shall soon have false Christs, and “Lo!
Here!” And “Lo! There,” will be heard on all side&nchors are up, winds are out, and the whole fieet
getting into confusion. Men in whose sanity and#ity | once believed are being carried away with
one fancy or another, and | am driven to cry, “Watt? And what next?” We are only at the beginning
of an era of mingled unbelief and fanaticism. Now sthall know who are God’s elect and who are not,
for there are spirits abroad at this hour that woiflit were possible, deceive even the very elaatd
those who are not deceived are, neverthelessygaueko it. Here is the patience of the saintd. hien
look to himself who is not rooted and grounded hri§l, for the hurricane is coming. The signs & th
times indicate a carnival of delusions. Men hawesed to be guided by the word, and claim to be them
selves prophets. Now we shall see what we shallBiessed is the sheep that knows his Shepherd, and
will not listen to the voice of strangers. But hésethe way to be kept steadfast—*“The Word of God
abides in you.”

“The Word of God"—that is to say, we are to believe in the doctrimfe&od’s Word, and these will
make us strong. What vigor they infuse into a naet the word well into you, and you will overcome
the wicked one. When the devil tempted Luther,Reéormer’s grand grip of justification by faith nmead
him readily victorious. Keep a fast hold of the ttmes of grace and Satan will soon give up attagki
you, for they are like plate armor, through whichdart can ever force its way.

The promises of God’s Word, too, what power thixe @ man. To get hold of a, “shall” and “will”
in the time of trouble is a heavenly safeguard. “Glgd will hear me.” “I will not fail you nor forsak
you.” These are divine holdfasts. Oh, how stromgam is for overcoming the wicked one when he has
such a promise at hand! Do not trust yourself ouhe morning in the street, till you have laidram-
ise under your tongue. | see people put respiratorsr foggy weather. They do not make them look
very lovely, but | dare say they are useful. | raoceend the best respirator for the pestilential a&mo
phere of this present evil world when | bid youditpromise to your lips. Did not the Lord rout the
tempter in the wilderness with that promise, “M&alsnot live by bread alone, but by every wordttha
proceeds out of the mouth of God shall man live&? tBe promises of God to lodge within you and you
will be strong.

Then mind the precepts, for a precept is oftemapsweapon against Satan. Remember how the
Lord Jesus Christ struck Satan a killing blow byting a precept—"It is written, You shall worshipet
Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.” Ietprecept had not been handy, with what would the
adversary have been rebuked? Nor is a threat atvalak weapon. The most terrible threats of God’s
Word against sin are the best helps for Christimhen they are tempted to sin—*How can | do this
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great wickedness, and sin against God? How shoektape if | turned away from Him that speaks
from heaven?” Tell Satan the threats and make temlile. Every Word of God is life to holiness and
death to sin. Use the word as your sword and shieéde is none like it.

Now notice that John not only mentions “the Wofdsod,” but the Word of Gotin you.” The in-
spired word must be received into a willing mincow? The Book which lieshereis to be pleaded
here,in the inmost heart, by the work of the Holy Spupon the mind. All, othis letter, has to be
translated into spirit and life. “The Word of GoMlides in you™—that is, first to know it—next to re-
member it and treasure it up in your heart. Follgwipon this, we must understand it, learn thecayyal
of faith by comparing spiritual things with spirdtill we have learned the system of divine truhd
are able to set it forth and plead for it. It isxty to have the word in your affections, to lovea that it
is as honey or the droppings of the honeycomb to Vhen this is the case, you must and shall over-
come the wicked one. A man instructed in the Sgregd is like an armed knight, who when he goes
among the throng inflicts many a wound, but suffesse, for he is locked up in steel.

Yes, but that is not all. It is not the Word of d&>m you alone, it is, “the Word of Gaabidesin
you.” It is always there, it cannot be removed frgou. If a man gets the Bible right into him, heals
right then, because he is full, and there is nordar evil. When you have filled a measure fulhdieat
you have effectually shut the chaff out. Men geiaftovel and false doctrines because they do abiyre
know the truth, for if the truth had gotten inteth and filled them, they would not have room fasi
daydreams. A man who truly knows the doctrinesrateg is never removed from them. | have heard our
opponents rave at what they call the obstinacyuofooethren. Once get the truth really into youwiit
enter into the texture of your being, and nothinth get it out of you. It will also be your strergtby
setting you watching against every evil thing. Yaill be on your guard if the word abides in your, io
is written, “When you go it will keep you.” The Wabof God will be to you a bulwark and a high tower,
a castle of defense against the foe. Oh, seethatitthe Word of God is in you, in your very sqogy-
meating your thoughts, and so operating upon yatward life, that all may know you to be a true Bi-
ble-Christian, for they perceive it in your wordsdadeeds.

This is the sort of army that we need in the chuotGod—men that are strong by feeding on God’s
Word. Aspire to it, my brethren and sisters, aneémvkiou have reached it then aspire unto the therd d
gree that you may become fathers in Israel. Uphi® reasure at any rate, let us endeavor to advance
and advance at once.

Are there any here who are not young men in Chigsus because they are not in Christ Jesus at all?
| cannot speak with you this morning, for my tinsegone, but | am distressed for you. To be out of
Christ is such an awful thing that a man had bdtéeput of existence. Without God, without Christ—
then you are without joy in life or hope in dedtlat even a babe in the divine family! Then knowsthi
that God shall judge those that are outside, anehwie comes how swift and overwhelming will that
judgment be! Inasmuch as you would not have Chrishis day, Christ will not have you in that day.
Stay not out of Christ any longer! Seek His facd bwe, for, “He that believes in Him has everlagti
life.” May you be enabled to believe in Him at thi@mment, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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