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“He that has no money; come you, buy, and eat.”
Isaiah 55:1.

THERE is a semicolon in our translation, but wedhaet take notice of it. It should not be there,
since the text is the second of two parallel sezgsrarranged according to the method of Hebrew poet
ry—

“Ho, everyone that thirsts, come you to the waters,
And he that has no money, come, buy, and eat.”

We have before us the figure of a merchant selisgvares, and crying like a peddler in the market
“Ho!” To attract attention he calls aloud, “Comebi@e! Come!” three times, and he adds to this tige cr
of, “Buy! Buy!” Shall the Great King thus liken Hiself to a trader in the market, earnest to dispdse
His goods? It is even so, and | therefore call upmnto admire the mercy of the Lord.

In the fifty-third and fifty-fourth chapters, thiBivine Merchantman has been spreading out His
wares. What treasures they are! Look at the fhiyetchapter, what do you see there? Behold that pe
of great pricethe Lord Jesus ChrisBehold Him wounded for our transgressions, andskd for our
iniquities. This is so costly a treasure that heaaed earth could not match it. Where else couldimee
a sacrifice for sin, a justifier of many? This ameid One of God, upon whom the chastisement of our
peace was laid—who would not have Him to be his@avSurely with such a treasure to display, we
ought not to cry long for buyers, for every trulys& man will exclaim, “This is what | need, a Sayio
and a great one. Atonement for sin is the one thegessary for me.” To this you are invited in thes
words, “He that has no money, come, buy, and eat.”

In the fifty-fourth chapter the Divine Merchantmsets forth the rare possessiorHi$ everlasting
love. Read from verse seven, “For a small moment haweeshken you; but with great mercies will |
gather you. In a little wrath | hid My face fromuwydor a moment; but with everlasting kindness will
have mercy on you, says the Lord your Redeemertiieomountains shall depart, and the hills be re-
moved; but My kindness shall not depart from yceithrer shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
says the Lord that has mercy on you.” What more lmarset forth to win men’s hearts? First a full
atonement and now love everlasting, making a caver@nfirmed by oath. Shall there be need often to
cry, “Come and buy,” when such celestial waresdgssplayed before us?

Added to this, we see a little further on the bieg of heavenly edificationNotice the eleventh
verse—“| will lay your stones with fair colors, atal/ your foundations with sapphires. And | will kea
your windows of agates, and your gates of carbgneled all your borders of pleasant stones.” T i
rare building, is it not? There should be a quickket for such an array of choice things. Sapplares
agates—what more would you have? Here are all nmmaminprecious stones, and all of these given
freely! The only terms are, “everything for nothirtdgeaven for the asking!” All the treasures of Gud
freely bestowed upon the sons of men who are gilimaccept them as gifts of grace.

As if this were not enough, the Lord brings odibarth blessing, namelgverlastingsafety by faith,

“In righteousness shall you be established: youl Sleafar from oppression; for you shall not feand
from terror; for it shall not come near you. No wea that is formed against you shall prosper; ared e

ry tongue that shall rise against you in judgmenut ghall condemn.” Security is worth infinitely neor
than gold. To be protected by Divine wisdom fronemvpossible harm is the portion of believers in Je
sus. To be saved, and made safe forasempt this worth worlds? Never was there a maliket the
gospel market. And never were such wares spreatledate the eyes of men as those which are here
presented to you. | shall therefore with the marpdiulness, speak to those who have not yet begn bu
ers, and urge upon you the invitation of the t&ig that has no money, come, buy, and eat.”
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In handling this text we shall notice, firie descriptiorof the buyer, “He that has no money.” Sec-
ondly, the selectiorof this particular buyer—why is he invited beyaastiothers? Thirdlythe invitation
to purchase, “Come, buy, and eat.” And fourthly, shall addthe assurancéhat this gospel market is
no deception, for these things are really to be had

|. First, then, here is A DESCRIPTION of the buydselieve he is here this morning. | hope he will
recognize his own portrait, though it is by no nearflattering one. It is truth itself, a photodrapken
by the sunlight of heaven. It is the portrait gd@or, penniless, broken-down creature reducedd@xh
tremity of need. Here it is—"He that has no money.”

Of course, by this is meant, among other thinigs,rman who literally has no money. Among the
Jews of our Lord’s day there existed an idea thataa who had money was at a great advantage with
regard to heavenly things, so that when the Lo, Seow hardly shall they that have riches entepi
the kingdom,” they exclaimed with wonder, “Who, the&an be saved?” as if they thought that if the
rich could not be easily saved then none couldrbe.Word of God contains nothing to encourage such
a notion. The rich man is never extolled in the Dédtament, but he is often spoken of most slightin
It is the glory of the Messiah that “the poor hake gospel preached to them,” and it is the gldrthe
gospel that it is freely provided by the bountyGidd for the beggar on the dunghill. Let no man’arhe
fail him this day because he says, “Silver and dw@lde | none.” Having nothing, you may yet possess
all things. You are at no disadvantage in God’sketabecause your pockets are empty. You may come
penniless and bankrupt and receive the exceedithggiof His grace. But we understand the reference
of the text to be mainly spiritual, and so the @otthere is that of a man who has no spiritual eypmo
gold of goodness, no silver of sanctitfe it is that is invited to come and buy the wimel anilk of
heaven.

His fancied stock of natural innocence is spéitfirst he thought himself to be pure as the lyew
fallen snow, forgetting the question—"How can hedan that is born of a woman?” They told him
that he was made “a member of Christ, a child af,Gmd an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven” while
he was yet a babe, and thus he was led to thirtkhihdad started life’'s business with a respectable
stock in trade. He knows better now. He has sesnfahcied goodness melt away like the mist of the
morning. He has gone, like the prodigal, into thedountry, and there he has wasted his substdihce t
not a coin remains. If he searches himself thraamgh through, he cannot find a relic of innocendse T
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint, ftbmsole of the foot even to the head he is allnisuy
and bruises, and putrefying sores. There is nattihé@alhim. Innocence is utterly gone, if it was eve
there.

He thought that he had accumulated some littlengavof good works, butis imaginary righteous-
ness turned out to be counterféitad he not been honest? Had he not been soberReHzat attended a
place of worship, and repeated forms of prayer? maidall this make up a little fortune of righteeus
ness? He thought so, but then he was ignorant eloded. He knows better now, for he has found out
that all his righteousness is base metal. He conatdbass a penny’s worth of it in the shop of hisio
conscience, much less in the market of heaven.nde/& that it would at once be detected, and nailed
the counter. He finds that his silver is white rhefahe basest sort, and that his gold is a shdenhas
not the face to offer it anywhere. Yes, he is gaidfof being seized by justice as a counterfdhat,
like a wise man, he has hidden his sham righte@ssinethe earth, and has run away from it. He 18 no
more afraid of his righteousness than of his unegbsness. He would think it just as possible for h
to be saved by cursing and swearing as by the mkehis own works. His good works are an ill odor
with his conscience, for he sees them to be defighin and without with sin, rottenness is in thenes
of his righteousness, and thus he is without nodrany sort. Look at his poverty, his original $tas
gone, and all his savings have melted away!

He is in a still worse plight, for he is also tpoor to get anythinghe procuring power is gonéor
he has “no money.” Now that he has come to hisrssbeses, he would repent, but he cannot find a
tender heart. He would believe, but he cannot faith. He has no money, that is to say, nothindiwit
which he can procure those good things which aoessary unto salvation and eternal life. He sees
them all before him, like many a poor man who wdhes streets of London, and sees just what he wants
behind the glass of the shop window, but he pwshhind into his pocket, and despairingly passes on,
for he has no money. As without money nothing i®¢obought in the world’s market, so is this poor
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man afraid that no blessing of grace can ever bddcause he has no good thing to offer, no rigisteo
ness to give in exchange. If God would sell himneagpenny’s worth of righteousness, he has not the
penny to buy it with. And if the Lord would pardatl his sins for one sixpenny worth of holiness, he
has not so much as that to offer—he has no money.

Moreover,his stock with which to trade is gangloney makes money, and he that has a little to
begin with may soon have more. But this man, hanogtock to start with, cannot hope to be rich to-
wards God in and by himself. He cannot open thdlsstashop, or sell the most trifling wares, for he
has no money to start with. Even the poorest will B few matches and hawk them about the streets,
but this poor creature has “no money,” and canmehenvest a two-pence in goods. He has no power
even to think aright, much less to act aright, sacabecome pleasing to God. He is as much without
strength as without merit. Not only is he withoobd, but he appears to himself to be without pawer
get good. He is a broken trader who cannot aggimis fortune, for he has “no money.” He is worse
than a common beggar, for he does not even knowtbdeg—“We know not what we should pray for
as we ought.” He even needs to be taught how toWégt a pass to come to.

There is your portrait, my poor friend! Do you ogaize it? | hope you do. | hear you say, “Yest tha
is myself. | am without money.” Then to you the @af this salvation is sent—"He that has no money,
come, buy, and eat.”

“No money!” Thenhe cannot pay his old debtslis sins rise up before him, but he cannot make
amends for them. What a long file is needed to toédrecord of his debts, it must be deep as tlie bo
tomless pit, and high as heaven. He owes ten thdutsdents and has “nothing to pay.” He has not a
coin, he has no money whatever! He is reducednérbatcy, and cannot pay a farthing in the pound.

Moreover,he cannot meet his present expeng&aor man! He must live. He must eat the bread of
heaven, and he must drink of the water of life, bethas nothing with which to procure these good
things. His soul hungers, yes, even faints aftemtiercy of God, but he has no price with whichrm p
cure it. This day he would pluck his eyes out tpleasing to God, but he has nothing to offer witheh
Lord could accept. He is reduced to such beggatylitke the prodigal he cries, “I perish with hunge

He cannot face the futuréle hardly dares to think of it, and yet the thiougf it will come in. He
remembers the needs which will surround him oniagliped, and the terrible demands of the resurrec-
tion morning when the ringing trumpet shall intraduhim to the dread Judgment, and he shall stand
before his God to render his account. He knowshbatannot answer Him for one sin in a thousand. He
dreads the thought of the world to come! He hakingtwith which to meet the demands of the eternal
future. He has “no money,” nothing that will passrent in the day of judgment. He is brought to the
last stage of spiritual destitution; poverty hameaupon him like an armed man. This is a terrillilghp
to be in, yet | wish that every sinner here mightreéduced to it, for when he is so reduced anddtrou
low, grace will come in, and the tide will turn.

The only hope for a man who has “no money” mustiside himself. It is idle for him to look into
his own coffers. He must look away from himselfddms only chance in thus looking is to appeal to
charity, and plead for mercy’s sake. He cannot bitys-only God’s mercy that talks about his buying.
He must beg, he must entreat for love’s sake. iBha essential part of spiritual poverty, and uldo
that every unregenerate person knew that in himettieells no good thing, and that he were convinced
that he must look out and look up for salvatiord #mat upon the ground of mercy, since he cannot ex
pect to obtain any blessing upon the footing ofigesor as a matter of debt.

This is the man who is called to buy heaven’s wand milk. Do you need a fuller picture of him?
Look at the twenty-first verse of the fourteentlapter of Luke’s gospel, where He that made thet feas
said, “Bring in here the poor and the maimed amdhalt and the blind.” This man is so poor that he
cannot buy bread, so maimed that he cannot ruit,feo halt that he cannot stand up to receivant
so blind that he cannot see it. Yet such a persmane to bring into the royal banquet of mercydd
would like another picture, turn to Revelation 3:18—*You know not that you are wretched, and mis-
erable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” This pdrtwas taken by John, who had an eagle’s eye, and
saw deep into the inward misery of the heart. Bo“tlretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, an
naked,” the Lord says, “I counsel you to buy of ytad tried in the fire, that you may be rich, andite
raiment, that you may be clothed, and that the shafnyour nakedness does not appear, and anoint you
eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” Gospeés@re sent to remove our wretchedness, and neercy t
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remove our misery. It is to these wretches, théisd beggars, and these naked vagrants, that tsigego

is sent. This day | have to present the promiséad and the exhortation of mercy to those who have
failed in life, who are down at the heel, brokenl anushed. Oh, you utterly lost ones, to you isehe
opened a door of hope. The Lord has come into tdxet, and He bids you buy of Him without money
and without price!

II. Now a minute or two upon the second point, THE SETEON of the buyer. It is a strange
choice, and it leads to a singular invitation, “that has no money, come, buy, and eat.” In thetstre
round about this Tabernacle, especially on a Sayjuedening, you may note the salesmen standing be-
fore their shops and crying out vociferously, “Buitiy! Buy!” No one can refuse to hear their noise,
but if they knew that a person had no money, Ikhirey would save their breath so far as he is con-
cerned. They need ready-money customers, and ppétitem. What would be the use of crying, “Buy!
Buy!” to a man whose purse is empty? Yet thesetlagevery persons whom the Lord selects, and to
them He cries, “Come, buy, and eat.” What is tlesoa?

Well, first, these need mercy the moSh, poor souls, when the Lord Jesus looks on keudoes
not look at what you have, but at what you have Hetdoes not look at your excellences, but at your
necessities. He is not looking out for man’s fullsebut for man’s emptiness. The Lord Jesus never
gave Himself for our righteousness, but He “gavesslf for our sins.” Salvation is by grace, andit
presented to those who are lost, for they are ¢dople whom it will suit. How should those who a# n
lost value salvation? | say that God selects thetmoverty-stricken first, because this charactestm
needs His pitying lovel'he greatness of your necessity is that which gyeesa first call from the God
of all grace. Not merit, but demerit. Not desertrefvard, but desert of wrath, is the qualification
mercy.

Again, this character is chosen becausas such a one as will exhibit in his own perdmpower
of divine gracelf the Lord Jesus Christ takes one that is wratch@d miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked, and if He satisfies all his necesshiiebeing riches for his wretchedness, comfort figr h
misery, wealth for his poverty, eyes for his blieds, and raiment for his nakedness, then all thidwo
will see what a great Savior He is, and how wondiriHis salvation meets the necessities of the.cas
If you and | were only little sinners, | do not deaw Christ could be anything but a little Saviorus.
And if He only met our smaller needs, a small syppbuld suffice. Ah, friends, it pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell, and He witlsat this fullness should be seen. When He takes a
man whose needs are as large as the sea, and aasnéwe sands on the shore, whose danger is deep a
the bottomless pit, and whose sin is black as Tepheidnight. And when He makes that man into a
child of God and an heir of heaven, ah, then aliigences are amazed, and cry out, “What a Sasior
this! What precious blood is this! What a fullnébss must be which satisfies such immeasurable
needs!” As it is one end of Christ’'s work to glgrdivine grace, therefore He calls first upon thogm®
have the most need, for in them His grace will est lalisplayed.

Next, the Lord Jesus delights to make evident the freenéd#lis grace Now, if those were first
called who have the money of merit, it might be ginad that they had paid their way. But if those ar
called who have no good thing in them, it is clédeat grace is free. When a poor wretch cannot do a
stroke of work, or contribute a button to you, tlyeair lodging him must be of pure charity, and magh
else. The Lord Jesus is very jealous of the freepnéslis grace. He will not let a sixpence of ougrin
cross His hand, lest we should glory in our flestd think that we have made Jesus rich.

If you ask me yet again why is he who has no m@wegxpressly called, | would answer, because
he is the kind of man that will listehe man who is needy is the man that will ligiethe tidings of a
full and free supply. It is the guilty man who lev® hear of pardon. It is the bond-slave whoss agr
charmed with the word, “redemption.” If you are sianer you will not care about a Savior. Only real
sinners rejoice in a real atonement. The Lord sénelgospel to every creature under heaven, but He
knows, as we do, that the most of men will not régg for they fancy that they don’t need it. Bit
there is one that has no merit or claim, he walidh with eagerness to the tidings of mercy for. i@
that has no money is the man for Christ's moneythdéis shivering in his nakedness will rejoicebt
clothed. A wretched sinner jumps at mercy like adry fish leaping at the bait. When a soul is empty
then it longs for the fullness of Christ, but ndtthen. Full souls quarrel over honeycombs, theg not
sweet enough for them, but to the hungry man, eveny bitter thing is sweet. A man who is conscious
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of sin will not quibble about the way of grace, Hdytardon is to be had, he will have it at oncendiv-
er may be silent, you will hear his voice cryingud, “You Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Let me add that such an empty, penniless soulnwleedoes get mercwill prize it and praise it
He that has been shut up in the dark for yearsegatoe light of the sun. He that has been a prisone
months, how happy he is when the prison doors peaed, and he is at liberty again! Let a man once
get Christ, who has bitterly known and felt his ched Him, and he will prize Him beyond all things,
and find his sole delight in Him. The impotent narthe beautiful gate of the temple, when his ankle
received strength, walked, yes, and ran, yes, @moked. He leaped, praising God, before all thelpeop
He could not do enough to show his delight andyhagitude. Oh, for a few leaping Christians. Thed.o
Jesus loves us to prize the mercy which cost Hirdesoly. Shall He die on the cross and give ussbles
ings to treat with contempt? No, no. We will loverHmuch because of His priceless gifts to us. There
fore the Well-beloved delights to invite those whanifestly have no merit, and no spiritual power, b
cause He knows that when they taste of His loway will overflow with praise to His name foreverdan
ever. You have heard of the old woman who said ifheder she got to heaven the Lord Jesus Christ
should never hear the last of it? Many of us arthaf mind. We shall never praise the Lord suffithe
throughout eternity. If I do but once, cross thédgao threshold, and stand within the pearly gatg, m
heart, my soul, my tongue, shall extol my Redeewmtd without end. This shall be the one and only
contention among the birds of Paradise, who shvadl the most sweetly to the praise of infinite c@asyp
sion. None of us will yield the palm in that cornté&/e will see which can sink lowest in sense df-ob
gation, which can rise highest in adoring love.géns are needed for the celestial choirs and there
no voices as sweet as those which have known tice faf spiritual hunger and thirst. These take the
alto notes, and sing, “Glory to God in the higHest.

In any case, be the reason what it may, it isr¢legt there are special invitations issued forrthal
feasts, and these are all directed to those whese Imas reached the extremity of distress.

But | may not linger. How | wish that | knew how preach! I long with my whole heart to use great
plainness of speech. | would not utter a singléeseae which would seem to have the wisdom of words
in it. | aim not at fine language, but only to géfpoor sinners’ hearts. Oh that | could bringdimmer to
his Savior. Oratory has been the curse of the Gamishurch. It has hidden the cross under roses, a
taken men’s minds away from Christ. To strain affequence when preaching the gospel, is a sin wor-
thy of eternal destruction. To point the sinneCtwrist must be our sole desire. Pray for me, begthas
| go on, for | need aid from the Holy Spirit.

lIl. 1 have now, in the third place, to notice THE INVATION. The man who has no money is to
come, buy, and ealt looks odd to tell a penniless man to come laungl does it not? And yet what other
words could be used? Come dng/,has a meaning of its own not to be otherwise esga@

In buying there are three or four stages, the iirglesiring to havehe thing which is exhibited. The
man who buys has first the wish that the propertthe article should be vested in himself. Will yoot
desire that Christ, that forgiveness, that etelif@l that salvation should become yours? Do yoti no
long for the Lord to grant it to you?

Men in the streets, as | have said before, cryy*Buy!” because buying means business. They are
not unwilling that people should stop and lookhetit goods—they even ask them to walk in and see fo
themselves, but they aim at finding buyers andgaaers. If a man were to come into the shop amd tur
over all the goods, and never purchase anythirggtridesman would begin to cry, “Buy! Buy!” with
quite another accent, for he does not want a ctowdok at himbut he wants people to buy from him.
Many of you who are here this morning have only edmhear what the preacher has to say, and to crit
icize his style and language. | pray you rise tmeaihing better than that. Come, amay! Let us do
business this morning for God, and for our own soDb not waste the precious market day of the Sab-
bath. People come and go, and hear sermons, athdoe&s, and all for a sort of amusement. They do
not come to do business with the Lord. Look howytkelect striking sentences and cull sparkling and
delightful extracts, and take notes of telling atwes. But all this is comparatively wasting time.
“Come, buy! Buy! Buy!” Do you mean business? Then come and Bwynot stand huckstering by the
years together. Come to terms, and make an endsiakion. If you have no desire you will not buy,
and | shall achieve no sales. Again | cry, “Comey,kand eat.” Oh that the Spirit may work in yoatth
strong desire without which no man will ever buya#l There are thousands who are always discussing
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knotty points, not because they have a wish to rstaled the gospel, but because they do not care to
come to serious dealings. Perhaps you have reastaheof a governor of one of the American States
who called at a hotel where there was a black waitko was well known to hold Calvinistic opinions,
and was, therefore, made the butt for many a fgsthe Governor said to him, “Sam, you do not yeall
believe that doctrine of election, do you?” “Deedbl Suh,” he said. “Well, then,” replied the Gaver,

“tell me whether | am elect or not.” “Suh,” saicetNegro, “I did not know you were a candidate, and
know nothing about a man’s being elected if herf@gut up for it.” Now, that is common senseslai
business-like way of answering an absurd questertain people who are not even candidates for
heaven will yet shelter themselves behind wrongsdef predestination—playing with the blessings of
grace instead of desiring them. Have you not semarawith a pack stand at a door trying to setha f
trinkets to a servant? He does not mind half-anrbdalk about his goods, but when at last he fithdd

the maid does not mean buying, see how he shultssupoxes, folds up his packages, and indignantly
takes off, saying by his gestures, “I wish | had wasted so much time on you.” It is just so witr-e
nest preachers. They grow sick at heart when tkeytlsat men will not come to business. They cry,
“Who has believed our report?” and are anxiousawyctheir heavenly burden to another people. Oh,
dear hearers, let us not have to shake the dusif offir feet for a testimony against you! Oh, thaii
would hunger and thirst after Christ and His sabrgtand then we should soon do a trade with you.

“Buy.”—This means next, tagree to termsfor there cannot be any purchasing, however mheh t
buyer desires to buy and the seller to sell, iyt agree to terms. Now, our difficulty with Godjsods
is this, whereas ordinarily the buyer cannot baighdup to the seller’s price, in our case we cannot get
mendownto God’s price. Thewill persist in offering something or other as a priteey talk to us
thus—“l cannot be saved, for | do not see any gbaty in myself. Sir, if | had a deep sense of need
then | could be saved,” or “Sir, if | could prayttee,” or “Sir, if | had more repentance, or mooed, |
could then believe in Jesus.” Oh, yes, if you hadiee in your hand, you would pay for heaven’'ssble
ings, would you not? But then, you see, they attepnesented to you upon such terms. Price is out of
the question. God’s terms are that there shalldbeerms of purchase at all, you are to be nothamg,
Jesus is to be your all in all. When you will codmvn to that, then take the goods, the bargainaden
eternal life is yours.

The next thing in a purchase is that, when theseare carried outhe buyer appropriates the goods
to himself.If | buy a thing it is mine, and | take it into nppssession. You do not see a man buy a thing
and then leave it behind him for the seller to dda likes with it. In the things of God you areajp
propriate the blessing to yourself. Put out thedhaihfaith, and say, “Here is Christ for a sinnleam a
sinner, and | take Christ to be my Savior. Hereashing for the filthy. | am filthy, and | wash. kes
a robe of righteousness for the naked. | am ndlied#te the raiment to be mine.” Make Christ youmow
and He has made you His own. Take the Lord by g@mogpiating act of faith to be yours forever and
the bargain is struck.

But the text says a little more than that—it sdiy, and eat,”as much as to say, “Make it yours
in the most complete sense.” If a man buys a lb&fead it is his, but if he eats it, then all theryers
in the world cannot dispute him out of it—he habyita possession which is not only nine pointshef t
law, but all the law. When a poor soul has confaeenough, to take Christ and to live upon Himias h
own, saying, “This Christ is able to save me, etékm into me and | am saved,” why, the devil hithse
cannot unsave you. What is to divide him from QRriBhere is the bath, and | wash in it and am clean
What then? Who can obliterate the fact that | haashed? The righteousness of Christ is bestowed up-
on me, and put on by me, who can tear off thatiglsrdress? Christ fed upon is ours beyond all-ques
tion. No method of possession is more sure and tbafe that of eating what you have bought. Feed,
then, on Christ, the bread of heaven, and thoughaye in yourself the poorest of the poor, yet sle i
yours forever and ever.

See, then, the blessed invitation, the whole ofi'&mercy in Christ, infinite love and boundless
compassion are to be had for no price at all. Tdreyfreely given to every man who has no money with
which to procure them. The height of love meetsdbpths of poverty and fills them up. He that has
nothing is invited to have all things, for he ig fherson for whom they were provided in the etepoal
poses of God.
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I\V. | conclude now by saying a few things by way of ABRNCE, to show that this is all real and
true, and no make-believe. Every needy, thirsty stay have this day, all the grace of God. Oh, may
the Spirit of God make him willing; he shall haJkthe blessings of the covenant of grace to beohis
forever and ever! This is no sham. There is an stooker made to everyone who is conscious of soul-
poverty!

For, first,it is not God’s way to mock meHe has Himself declared, “I said not unto thedsaefela-
cob, seek you My face in vain.” God has not said thiing in one place and another in another, te con
tradict Himself. He has not in the Scriptures bielhncome to Him with the promise that He will nostca
them out, all the while meaning of some of thent te will cast out. No, there are no exceptions enad
in the promises of God to empty sinners who contédiho. You must not dream of exceptions which do
not exist. Jesus says, “He that comes to Me, liwilo wise cast out,” and this includes all whoneo |
am speaking to some this morning who have comesadh® Atlantic and are not yet saved. You may
have been careless and thoughtless all your lugsif you come to Jesus Christ this morning Hd wil
not refuse you His salvation. Many have come imftbe country today, oh that this may become their
spiritual birthday! Come to the Lord Jesus Chmsy, friend, and He will welcome you. He has never
rejected one, and He never will. He will not finkggsure in tantalizing you. He is too good, to@{ro
become a deceiver even to one poor lonely seekerwbkd of promise to you is true and real, every
word is full of meaning, sweeter meaning than yoeach of. Grace shall be had by you at once if you
will but take it “without money and without priceMen mock men, but God never deludes. We may say
of Him, “Your word is truth.”

Note that these mercies must be really meant wiven free to the poor, becauSed is under no
necessity to sell His benefitde is not impoverished. He is so rich that none ada anything to His
wealth. All things are His, therefore He must gireely, since it would be beneath His all-suffiagno
be haggling for compensation, or demanding a paica creature’s hands. He means the penniless to
have everything for nothing, since nothing canrbagined to be a price to Him. If a poor tradesman
began to give away his goods you would say, “Tlesome trick about this.” But when the Most High
God, the possessor of heaven and earth, who haglang, freely gives to us, then there can be @o d
sign for His own advantage. His motive must be mampassion.

There is no adequate price that we could bring tml ®r His mercyHow could there be? Would it
be mercy if it could be bought? Grace is withoutgibecause it is priceless. You can buy gold i yo
will; there is some medium of exchange for the pase of every finite thing. But what medium of ex-
change could there be for the purchase of infioliéssings? Huge heaps of such things as the riaftive
ricans call money would be of no value to us, amadtvself-righteous men call merit is utterly despic
ble to God. Is there any comparison between a ngnisg all his wealth and the possession of eferna
glory? No comparison can be instituted between Ismetad spiritual joys. As you cannot bring any
price, | do pray you believe that God is honestnwHe declares that He will give you pardon of sud a
all the blessings of His grace of God without moaéy without price. You cannot have them other-
wise. Do believe that He means you to receive thgmrace.

Remember that Jesus must be meant for sinnerd, $orners had not existed there never would
have been a Saviowhen the Lord Jesus Christ set up in businessue, $4& must have known that
there was no sphere for His operations except ammimmgrs, and therefore He entered in His offici wi
the view of saving sinners. If a doctor comes iattown, and there is nobody ill, and it is certdiat
nobody ever wilbe ill, he had better drive off somewhere elsewiledo most business where there is
most sickness. When Christ Jesus became a soukpmysHe had His eyes on the spiritually sick and
on them alone. They are the patients who make gppkctice, and they only. If, then, you are sick
even unto death, put your case into the hands oéCfor He will heal you.

Remember, too, that it must be true that God gwle these blessings to men who have no merits,
and will bestow them as gifts, becaudesus Himself is a gifDid anybody ever dream of buying
Christ? Stand at the foot of the cross and saytoself, “Could | ever have procured this vast igp
of love by any merit of mine? Could | have donethimg which could have merited that the Son of God
should become man, and being found in fashionrasr@ He should die such a death as this for me?”
Salvation must be a gift, for Jesus is a gift. Awdth your sacraments, your ceremonies, your psyer
your alms, your good works, if these are made thsdpenny with which you hope to buy such inesti-
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mable things as pardon, sonship, heaven! Salvetiseen to be such when it is given to those whe ha
no money of their own.

Beside thatChrist is all. Men have no notion what Christ is when they tdllgetting ready for
Christ, or bringing something to Him. What woulduybring to Christ? Everything is in Christ, and
therefore you cannot bring anything to Him. “Oht,byou say, “I must come with a broken heart.” |
tell you, no, you must comfer a broken heart. “Oh, but | must come with a sesfsgeed.” | tell you
that a true sense of need is His work in you. Teggentance and a sense of need spring from Hig grac
and you must get them from Him without money antheat price. “Ah, but | mudbe something.” Say,
rather, you must be nothing. We cannot drill tim®imen’s brains. No, if we were to use steam power
to work upon the mind, we could not get this thdugted in their proud hearts. They will cling toem
it; they mustbe somethingfeel somethingsay somethingdo something. Away with your somethings!
Subside into nothingness. The Spirit of God broodiedld over chaos, so that order was clearly His
work, and when the mind seems to be all chaos anddss, then the Spirit of God is sure to workl an
the Lord’s voice is heard, saying, “Let there lghtl” Go to the Lord Jesus just as you are. You wil
never be better—you may be worse. Go now, justasaye, to Jesus, and buy and eat without money,
means, or merit.

One thing more | would say, and that is the gospdesus Christ is blessedly free from all cloggin
conditions, becausal supposed conditions are supplied in Christ 3e$%Ue have heard of men adver-
tising to give things away, but when you read tteeatisement carefully, you find that you are ty,pa
after all. The gospel is not so. Its freedom id.Mek@ny a good thing is to be had, but when yoursseg
it is to be obtained, you say to yourself, “the ditions shut me out.” But the conditions of eterfifa
shut no man out who needs to be saved and wible &aved. Over the gate of heaven is written, “Come
and welcome.” But you remind me that it says, “Bwgnd you insist upon it that therefore you must
pay. Not so. Salvation is already paid for, all pfagying has been done by Him who opened His veins t
find the only price that is current in heaven—tlwe-atoning blood. If price may be spoken of—that
price was all paid long before you were born. Thecpasing work was done nearly 1,900 years ago on
Calvary’'s cross, and Jesus bowed His head and*“#aisl finished.” Will you add to that which isrft
ished? Will you tag on your rags to the Lord’s @gishg cloth of gold, and add your base farthingthte
infinite price which He poured forth so lavishly tae foot of the Eternal Throne? Oh, don't do ib. T
yoke you with Christ can never be. You and Chogether! An archangel and an ant would make a bet-
ter pair than you yoked with Christ. No, my friersihk, sink, sink, by a mighty descent sink to magh
and let Jesus rise, rise, rise, till He fills thkolke horizon of your thoughts and hopes, for thenyau
saved. Let us sing—

“Tis done! The great transaction’s done!
| am my Lord’s and He is mine!

He drew me, and | followed on,
Charmed to confess the voice divine.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 55.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—487, 496, 233.
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