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“Jesus said unto him, If you can believe, all thisgare possible to him that believes.”
Mark 9:23.

| BELIEVE that our own Authorized Version conveysthe mind of the reader the sense intended
by the Evangelist. It is, however, exceedingly @tk that in exact words the Revised Version iserea
to the original. It runs thus—"And Jesus said udim, If you can! All things are possible to him tha
believes.” Our own Version better expresses theesémthe general reader, and the main objectie of
translation is to give the meaning. The fatherh&f funatic child had said to our Lord, “If You cédn
anything, have compassion on us, and help us,”camddivine Master virtually replies, “The ‘if you
can’ lies not with Me, but with you. It is notlifcan, but ifyoucan.” Thus you see the word, “believe,”
is implied, if not actually expressed. Jesus waddainly go as far as ever the man’s faith coadbmt
as the rule of the kingdom is, “According to yoaitli, so be it unto you,” the man’s unbelief would
hamper the Lord in His working. If the supplianutbe rid of unbelief, Jesus would get rid of tiew-

il from his child. The difficulty of casting out ¢hdemon lay mainly in the lack of faith in the fathLet

it, then, be understood as the teaching of this that the difficulties in the way of souls thabwd be
saved do not lie with Jesus Christ, but with thduese They need never ask the question, “Can Jesus
forgive?” or, “Can He renew?” There is a prior qu@ms—can you believe that He can forgive, and that
He can renew? If God’s grace enables you to sayariland do believe that Jesus can work in me ac-
cording to the full measure of my need,” then #ficulty has vanished. Your faith is the shadowtlo¢
coming blessing, the token of the Lord’s favor todgayou. When your faith believes in Christ's om-
nipotence, He is omnipotent to you, for “all thirege possible to him that believes.”

| long at this time to get at some here that caigetd at Christ. | would to God that by His Splrit
may deal with their difficulties, so as to remowern once and for all, so that they may come just as
they are, and put their trust in Jesus, and thydidd eternal life.

|. The first subject we shall speak about is the \gia¢stion—WHAT IS BELIEVING? After all
these hundreds of years of gospel preaching, ssgilrestion necessary? | believe it is so necesisaty
if faith were explained in every sermon, it woulck tbe too often spoken of. It is a good rule thagrg
tract ought to contain the gospel, and it oughigqut in the plainest way, for still, despiteth# gospel
teaching which is around us, nothing is so litth@kn or so little understood as faith in the Loedus
Christ. | am also bound to admit that many explanatof faith are no explanations, but tend to make
the subject darker than it was before, and | anfdkelest my own explanation should be of the same
order. Certainly, | will do my best to avoid suckhaastrophe, for | will speak very plainly.

Let us take the man before us as an example,rand Him let us see what faith is. This man evi-
dently believed that Jesus was a healer, for hg, Sapprought my son unto You.” He would not have
brought his son to Jesus if he had not felt somasome of confidence in Hinit is a good beginning of
faith to know that if | am saved it must be throdgkus Christ alondt is well to be aware that the sal-
vation of the soul must come from the work of Jeansl from no one else, since no other name isgive
among men whereby we must be saved. This man kadsame slight faith in Christ’'s willingness to
help him. It may not have been very strong, but istivas there, or else he would not have laid the
stress of his prayer upon the Lord’s power. Hergitlsay, “If You will, You can,” but “if You can do
anything, have compassion on us, and help us.” ibgolp into that blessed face so full of singuéar-t
derness, the man felt that he might say, “Have @ssipn on us.” From some persons we could not ask
compassion or fellow feeling, because they do pgear to have any, they wear a harsh look, and a
chill air surrounds them. But the Savior was not®we man felt that Jesus was full of compassias. H
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suit was that this compassion would show itseliito and his sonit is a good beginning to saving faith
if you believe that Jesus is willing to save yiauust that many of you have advanced as fahias t

What is it really and savingly to believe in J&si$e suppliant father had not yet reached that poi
of faith which would secure the miracle, more wasded, what was it?e needed to believe in Christ's
power in reference to his own caSee point in which his faith failed was our Lorgiswer as to the
special case now before Him, for he said—*“If You c¢® anything.” Before you condemn the anxious
father for his doubt, let me remind you that his seas in a very evil plight, and our Lord had just
caused him to remember and review the sad feabfitee case. The father had sorrowfully dilatedrupo
the fact that, “wherever the spirit takes him, éars him, and he foams and gnashes with his taeth,
pines away.” And then he had further told the Ltivat the youth had suffered thus ever since heavas
child. And he had gone still more into detail, sayi“Often it has cast him into the fire, and ithie wa-
ters, to destroy him.” After that painful detail bdded his pitiful, “If You can.” Do you wonder i?
Jesus seems to tell him, “If you can believe intdwth of all this, then you shall see the salvabb
God.” It is very easy to say, “I believe,” when ybave no sense of your sin, and no consciousness of
your danger. It is the easiest thing in the woolday, “Yes, Christ can save me,” when you do eally
believe that you need saving. Faith, where themipresent sense of need, is but the image df, fait
and not the grace which saves the soul. This igjtlestion;can you, my dear hearer, at this moment
trust Jesus to save you, though you feel that yedudl of sin?Can you say, “Lord, | am possessed with
the spirit of evil? | am under bondage to him, &aste been so since | was a child. | have beenmltive
one sin and so cast into the fire, and then | laen hurled into the opposite sin, and so throwmtime
water. | have been rent with passion, and torn wewil desires. | have sinned against light and
knowledge. | have sinned against love and merbgve sinned in thought, and word, and deed. | have
sinned grievously and continually, and yet | beti¢lat You can pardon me, and that You can make me
a new creature. Wicked as | am, | believe that ¥aw drive sin from the throne of my heart and cause
me to love You and to serve You all my days.” luyoan believe in Jesus after this fashion, He will
save you, yes, He has saved you. If you as an andeg sinner, can so honor the mercy of God as to
believe that through Christ Jesus He can blot out gin, it shall be done unto you, only remembat t
this confidence must not come to you because of fargetfulness of your sin, but while you are con-
scious of it and humbled on its account. If | pexde myself that | am merely a sinner in name, then
shall only find Jesus to be a Savior in name.dim not such a sinner as to deny that | am a sitvuer,
pay the Lord the compliment of saying, “Oh, yegam a sinner, we are all sinners,” then | am a sham
sinner, and | shall become a sham believer, andrteeSavior will have nothing to do with me. Jesus
came to save that which is really and truly losgte Mownright sinner, who dares not deny his gislt,
the object of the Lord’s saving search. In thehestyour conscious guilt, can you believe thatudes
can wash you and renew you? Then you have oneeteriment of the faith which saves.

Yet, mark you, if this man could by any possililitave believed in Christ's power to save his son
and yet had refused to bring him to Jesus for hgahe would have missed one of the essentialsief t
faith. For, listenjf you would get to the very heart and core oftfaitou have it here, it is to trust the
Lord. Trust! Trust! That is the word. To believe that {Shis able to save you is essential, but to put
yourself into His hands that He may save you isséinng act. Believe Christ's word to be true, then
appropriate that word to yourself as spoken to yalieve that it is true to you, and rest in theftrof
it—that is saving faith. To see Christ as such ei@®aas you need, able and willing to save yowa is
right good sight, but you must also take this Sataobe yours. Say heartily, “Into those hands \whic
were nailed to the cross | commit my guilty soupimg and believing that Jesus will forgive all my
trespasses, and cause me to love all that is trdid@ly from now on and forever.”—

“You can, You will (I dare not doubt),

The indwelling demons chase.

| trust Your power to cast them out,

| trust Your pardoning grace.”
He that trusts in Jesus is saved. | said not,shl besaved,” but Hes saved. “He that believes in Him
has everlasting life.” “He that believes in Himjisstified from all things, from which he could noe
justified by the law of Moses.”

Will you please to notice about this man’s faitigtit was not perfect faithThough it obtained for
him the healing of his son, it was weak faith, &odits weakness he was blamable, but the faukinés
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his faith was not the destruction of his faith.gelble faith can receive a mighty Savior, even lasggar
with a palsied hand can receive a golden gift. & to an estate has as good a title to it whers ze
child as he will have when he is grown up, and esefittle faith possesses the inheritance, thaagh
yet it is a babe. The anxious father had to cryrt, help my unbelief,” but that unbelief, confedsad
lamented, did not shut him out of the blessing. Wihkelief which lingers around our faith is a thiog
be rid of by the help of Christ, but still it witlot destroy the virtue of the faith which we poss&o,
dear friend, if your faith in Jesus Christ amouotshis, that you believe Him able to save, and gou
therefore trust Him, you are a saved man, evengihgou may be staggered with a host of fears, and
troubled with a multitude of sins. Your faith hasved you, go in peace, for that faith of yours Ishal
grow from a mustard seed into a far spreading tra@uld that you could take Jesus up into yoursarm
as Simeon did, for then would you say with fullassice, “My eyes have seen Your salvation.” But if
you cannot do so much as that, at least stretclyaurtfinger and touch the hem of the Lord’s gartnen
for if you do but touch His clothes you shall beolh The faintest contact with the ever-blessedsthr
will open up a way by which saving power will flosut of Him into you. Oh, how blessed it is to think
that God has ordained this plain way of faith foopsinners! It is of faith that it might be of g to
the end that the promise might be sure to all Hosen seed.

This faith in the Lord Jesus ought to be to each oihus the easiest thing in the entire wotdve
were what we ought to be, it would never occurddaidoubt our Lord Jesus, and our shameful urfbelie
of Him is the most conclusive evidence of our nekHim, for we must have become grievously wrong
in heart to be forced to admit that we find it @iffit to believe in Jesus. What an insult to Himh&V a
crime on our part! Remember the whole story of graied blush for your wicked unbelief. God, the ev-
er-blessed, whom we had offended, sent His deart&bae made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and He
dwelt here among us as our brother, friend andenelp the fullness of time He took upon Himself ou
sin and sorrow, and went up to the cross with thielladload of our guilt. Though still the well-beled
Son of the Father, He suffered even unto deathaicepof His people, and God’s record concerning Him
is that He has set Him forth as the propitiationdim. God has accepted His atonement, will natesis
accept it? This is the Savior, God has ordained slioh; will not the sinner agree that Jesus sheave
him? If not, why not? If we were not fallen to théermost degree of depravity, we should cry odhwi
delight, “Lord, we believe. Blessed be the dear @aiJesus, our Substitute, we can and do trust Him
We are quite sure if the Lord God has made Jeshes tdis salvation to the ends of the earth, He must
be a perfect salvation; therefore we accept Hinmyay and delight.” But this is the curse of outura,
the innate vice of our hearts, that we cannot bel@ur God, thus making Him a liar. Oh, the howbr
suspecting His truth, which angels adore with kfi@ces! Oh, the daring presumption of questioning
the promise of a faithful God! It is horrible, hidnle; horrible to the last degree to mistrust tHenighty
Father, to doubt His bleeding Son! There oughtem® room for an “if” when we know that in the Lord
Jesus all fullness dwells. | am not at this monsgeiaking to those who reject the Word of God, ad d
ny the Deity of Christ, | can understand their pgosj and will deal with them another time, butnh a
now speaking to you who accept this Bible as GMlerd, and unquestioningly believe that Jesus
Christ is divine, to you | say that your refusalptat your trust in Him is without excuse. At ledstan-
not find an excuse for you. Remember those telitogds of the Lord Jesus—“if | tell you the truth,
why do you not believe Me?” If you believe Jesudéothe Son of God and the Savior of men, why do
you not trust your own soul with Him? Why not aistmoment confide in Him whom you admit to be
worthy of your trust?

Il. 1 have tried thus to explain the nature of faithuill now, in the second place, deal with the star-
tling question, HOW IS IT THAT FAITH CAN BE DIFFICUT? It certainly is difficult to some. It
cannot be so in itself, yet many in trouble of hdiad it to be so, and those that labor to bringnh to
Christ, find themselves sorely put to it.

Why, first,it is difficult to get the very idea of faith insmme men’s s mindsnot only difficult for
them to believe, but even to know what it is toided. | have met with persons who have attended a
place of worship regularly twenty or thirty yeaasid yet they have never made the discovery thét fai
is a childlike trust in Jesus. I, as a lad, wagltauhis blessed secret by the Spirit of God, bwias at
first a great wonder to me that | should have aterevangelical ministries for years, and yet sthowoit
have known what was meant by believing in Chrisiatlsimple truth broke in upon my mind like a new
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revelation. | had read the Bible. There was no phit with which | was not acquainted, and yet eve
from that blessed Book | had not learned what bigein Christ meant. Is not this amazing? It is re
markable, and yet it is a general fact. We tryllsirations, by anecdotes, by parables, to drél mo-
tion of faith into men, but we cannot even getntaitheir heads, much less into their hearts. Marti-
ther complained that he thought he must take tideBind bang it about his hearers’ heads because he
could not get them to see its clear teaching gsdtification by faith. This idea of believing idien to
men’s minds, and it can only dwell there by forcitg way against the tendency of human nature.
Again, | say, that this is a sad proof of humanrdeiy, since in itself it is no difficult idea; is the
simplest thought that can be uttered or acceptagst your salvation with Christ, and Christ willvea
you, is a lesson which a baby may learn. Still, dheegenerate do not think so, they muddle it pJl u
and stick to their belief that faith is somethingoe felt, or seen, or done, or suffered. To tiusir God,

to rely upon the atonement of His Son—this is wathieir mind, and so their foolish heart is darkne
and they cannot see the way which lies straigfioimt of them.

When we get that thought into our hearers’ hetis) comes the next difficultyp make them be-
lieve that faith can save thethseems so difficult to believe thHiecause the way is so ea$hey ask—
“What! Am I, after thirty, forty, fifty years of si, to be delivered from all the punishment of ngns-
gressions by simply trusting in the Lord Jesus €Rfilf you were to tell them that they must goato
desert and live there as hermits on berries ardl water for the rest of their natural lives, theguid
believe the message. If they were told to scouhgenselves with whips of wire, they would expect
some good result from such suffering, but not frorely believing. If they were to look the idea of
propitiating God by their personal suffering, itwd soon become impossible to believe, yet foneeti
they incline to it rather than to the doctrine alvation by trust in the great Substitute. Hidemnagina-
tions, despairing and dread are also looked upq@efatdy by many. They hope that by deep feelings
they may arrive at forgiveness, and may force thay to heaven by the gates of hell. But to trust
Christ, and to believe the promise of God, is aghoo simple for them. They fear that safety it too
be found so soon! Ah! Poor soul, if the prophet batlyou do some great thing, would you not have
done it? How much rather then when he says to‘Brlieve and live?”

| wish you would change your opinion as to whahfaeally is, for it is by no means so insigniinta
a matter as you suppose. Simple as it is, thesewithin it great excellence and value. Faith indG®
the most divine exercise of the mind. To believé&simd and His Christ is to be reconciled to God and
restored from enmity. We are in unison of hearhwitose we trust. To believe your God is to worship
Him, the essence of worship is faith. For a pooner to trust the Lord, gives Him more honor thae t
cherubim can bring Him with their loftiest notespohise. In the teeth of all my sin and sinfulnegs)

a thorough sense of my guilt, | believe that thamodl of Jesus has saved me—is not this true praise?
confess scarlet sins, and yet to say, “Wash me, ahdll be whiter than snow,” gives the Lord great
glory for His mercy and His power. Yet the doctrofe“Believe and live,” startles poor sinners besa

it is too easy!

When they get over the idea of its extreme ehsy, say, to themselves, “This news is certaindy to
good to be trueDo | really understand you, sir, that if | trusethord Jesus now, | am at once delivered
from sin and am made a new creature in Christ?”, Yes understand my teaching if that is the sense
you find in my words. Yet you say it is too goodo® true. Do you not see how poorly you think afiyo
God? | know that pardoning grace is infinitely abgwur deserving or thoughts, but then does not the
Lord say of Himself, “As the heavens are highentttee earth, so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts”? Grace mayobegbod for you to expect, but it is not too good
for God to bestow. Oh that you would think betteéGood than you have done, and say of His amazing
grace, “Itis just like Him!” Sing with me these vas—

“Who is a pardoning God like Thee?

Or who has grace so rich and free?”
Salvation pitched in such a key as this, givenlyré® whoever believes in Jesus! Why, that is jik&
the Lord, and we will accept it as having the déveBtamp and impress upon it. He forgives like a,God
and this does not stagger our faith but confirms it

Then, again, men are astoundedtiy rapidity of justificationShall fifty years sinning be forgiven
in a moment? Shall an instant’s believing end thi#ygpast, and commence a holy future? It is esen

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 29




Sermon #1744 Where the “If” Lies 5

in one instant a man begins a course of believihgchvintroduces him into a new world. What is
strange about this? Is it not God’s way to do wesidie a short time? He took but a week to fit up th
earth for man, no, six days sufficed, and on theisih He rested. To make the light in which we re-
joice, only needed for the Lord to say, “Let theeelight.” In the case before us our Lord only s@aid

the demon, “I charge you, come out of him, andremtemore into him,” and the deed was done. If we
had all time at our disposal, we could not workhswonders, but to God there are no limits as tgtlen

or brevity of time. A thousand years are to Hinbas day, and one day as a thousand years. He speaks
and it is done. Think of it—salvation in a momenkle moment a sinner believes he lives unto God, and
his trespasses are forgiven. Oh sinner! Why shgald doubt it? Yet we cannot get the conscience-
stricken one to believe it.

If we lead our friends out of this difficulty, thelunge into anothehey cannot be satisfied with
the Word of God alone as the ground for their faitfhy do | believe that | am saved? | know that | am
saved because the Word of God says, “He that lesigvHim has everlasting life,” and | do beliexe i
Jesus, and therefore | have everlasting life. “Bagys one, “if | had that word applied to me wbwer
then | could and would believe it.” Just so, butiluhen, you refuse to believe the promise of God
treat Him as a liar! God must give you some pledgbond beyond His promise, because His word is
not good enough for you, though you admit that evégh a goodmanhis word is his bond. You cannot
trust your God. “Oh, but if | had a dream, | cobleieve.” Just so, you would have more faith inllg s
dream, perhaps caused by indigestion, than you imatree solemn word and written promises of God.
“Oh, sir, but if an angel was to speak to me, llddaelieve,” just so and if God does not choosseod
the angels what then? Then He is not to be belidwatdreated as a liar? What is this but sayihgrd,

You shall bow to my whims, or else | will not beleea word You say”? Has it come to this? Dare you
demand signs from God? Then let me ask you—isBbsk God’s Word? Say, “No,” and | can under-
stand your conduct, but if you believe, as | knayu ylo, that this is the very Word of God, how dare
you disbelieve? If all the angels in heaven wermé&wch by me in a file, and assure me that God avoul
keep His word, | would say, “I did not require ytmutell me that, for the Lord never fails to bega®d

as His word.” God is so true that the witness @fedsiwould be a superfluity. If my father were taeka

a statement, | certainly would not call in his servto confirm it. If this Book is dictated by théoly
Spirit, it is ours to believe it without demandiognfirmations or applications. Let us say, “Thatavs
true, for God has said it. Jesus Christ came imtontorld to save sinners, | am a sinner, and t thirs

to save me. Inasmuch as the Word says, ‘To as mamgceived Him, to them gave He power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them that belieydismame,’ | do believe on His name, and therefore
have the power and privilege to become a child ofi, and a child of God | am. God says so, that is
enough for me.” We cannot get men to see that tbhedWf the Lord is surer than all signs and won-
ders—they want something in addition.

If we compel them to admit that the Word of Godhs only and sufficient basis of faitthey
straightway begin to look at their own believingitg were the SaviorThey cry, “My faith is so weak,
my faith is so variable, my faith is so shaken,t ao forth. It is as if those who were bid to ldokhe
bronze serpent had, instead thereof, tried to Isele dwn eyes. Here is a thirsty child, and thera i
flowing fountain, you give the child a cup thatmay drink of water. The child does not go to therfo
tain, but is so pleased with its empty cup thaiés to satisfy its thirst out of it. What a fasii child! Or
suppose it should refuse to go to the fountain ieedhe cup was of earthenware, or of tin, would no
that be a strange way for a thirsty child to actehdd needs the cup to drink out of, but it candobk
out of an empty cup. Faith is the cup, but Chssthie fountain. Faith is a secondary thing compared
with Christ. We must have faith to be as the fingggh which we touch the hem of the Master’s gar-
ment, but the finger does not work the cure. Shadfuse to touch because perhaps | have not washed
my finger clean, or it has no gold ring upon ittleere are traces of rheumatism in it? To attacimgoh
importance to the finger as to refuse to touch sElsrigarment with it would be insanity. Do not mind
your finger, touch the garment’'s hem. Sinner, geChrist some way, any way, for if you get to Him
you will live. It is not, after all, neither the egitness or the perfection of your faith, iHs greatness
andHis perfection which is to be depended on.

Then the next trial is that we cannot get troulsigoherso see the difference between their faith and
its fruits. “I would believe in Christ,” says one, “if | weas holy as So-and-So, who is a believer, but
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then you see | am a sinner.” Now mark, dear frighdt, the person of whom you speak in that fashion
does not think himself to be one particle more desg than you are. If you talk to that good maa, h
will tell you that whatever holiness you can se&im is the work of grace, and that at the firstchene

to Jesus just as you must come, that is, as arsiRagh produces holiness, but when we first came
Jesus, at the first we come as unholy personsasusdich He receives us. Suppose that | have a mumbe
of bulbs which I am told will produce most remarkabowers? If | believe the statement, | shallgak
care to have them properly planted. The gardenerbeginning to put such things into pots, thaythe
may have hyacinths and other fair flowers in thaten and early spring. Suppose that | resolve mot t
plant my bulbs, because | use my own eyesight,cante to the conclusion that as | cannot see a hya-
cinth or even the beginnings of one in any of thibg, therefore there can be no use in plantinghthe
Why, everyone would tell me that in this matter dshgo by faith, and plant my bulbs in order that |
may in due time see them bloom. “That bulb willlgieeautiful blue flower,” says one. | answer that

is a brown, dried-up sort of onion, and that | ktrabw it on the dunghill, for | can see no budflower

in it. What a simpleton | should be if | talked Sdiough | cannoseeit, yet there is, closely compacted
and quietly hidden away within that bulb, a slunibgthing of beauty which will wake up at the cail
spring. Even so, if you believe in Christ, theraiboly life packed away within your faith, andwill
gradually develop itself. Even within a feeble lfaibere are the elements of ultimate perfectioyolf
truly trust Christ, your preparation for glory Hasgun. As king Charles 1l was hidden in the RoyakO
tree, so is Christ hidden in true faith. Do notwkwer, expect to see all this at first, look to thet,
now, and the growth will follow. You are not to certo Christ because you are healed, but to get heal
ing. Your faith must be a sinner’s faith beforedn be a saint’s faith. Trust Christ while you get
foul, lost, and undone, and He will wash, save r@stbre you.

Still, we find the awakened ones clinging to ttea that they must be something or feel something
before they may trust Jesus. We cannot get theseaothat the whole of their salvation lies in Jesus
Christ and in Jesus Christ alone. We cannot weam tihom some sort of reliance upon their own feel-
ings, or weeping, or prayers, or Bible-readings@me other form of working. Why, they will even koo
to their own faith rather than to Jesus Christ @ldfnow you not that our Lord has offered a futired-
ment for sin, and brought in a perfect righteousries His people? His propitiation is to be accdpe
full and complete, and His righteousness we aredar as our own. Our whole trust must go to the per
fect work of our Lord; it must not even rest on faith. To trust in our own trusting would be alituf
wounded man has healing ointment given him anceepof linen with which to bind on the ointment.
Now, if he were to wrap the linen around the woand leave out the healing agent, he could not éxpec
a cure. Faith is the linen whereon the ointmenthfist is spread, and we must not put it out oflite
place and order, or we shall be making it a rigaChrist. Oh, that | could clear up some of théalif-
ties with which men surround themselves, so thay thould consent to look out of themselves to Jesus
only!

Ill. We must now speak to the last point. Oh, you theasaeking rest, dwell upon each word as it is
now lovingly delivered to you. WHAT IS IT THAT CANIAKE FAITH EASY? The Holy Spirit alone
can do that, but He does so by bringing certaithsrtio remembrance. Faith is rendered easy to a man
by the Holy Spirit when, first of all, he sees clgdhe infallible certainty of the sacred recorhd this
is the record that God gave concerning His Sort,lbdhat believes in Him has everlasting lifethis
Bible true or not? | believe in every letter ofliaccept it as God’s Word in the most unresenastss,
and so do you to whom | now speak. Well, if thasas then it remains no longer difficult to believe
what is plainly taught in this Book. If God has kpn, then questions are ended. It may be a hard say
ing, it may be a dark saying, it may seem to begmad to be true, but what of that? Do we dareuisg
tion the Lord? He is not a man that He shouldria, the son of man that He should repent. He hds sa
that whoever believes in Jesus shall not perishhbue everlasting life, and if we have so believed
eternal life is ours.

The next thing that the Spirit of God helps usée isthe applicability of that record to ourselves.
That is to say, we read, “Jesus Christ came irgontbrld to save sinners,” and we conclude thatyas
are just such, we may look to Him to save us. Véd reCome unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.” We labor and aeavy laden, and therefore we come, and He gives us
rest. We read that, “in due time Christ died fag tingodly,” and knowing that we are ungodly we yet
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take heart and come to Him who justifies the guitiough His righteousness. We read again, “Whoev-
er will, let him take the water of life freely.” Wieel that to will is present with us, and therefave
freely take the living water. We read once morep ‘gdu into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature,” and as we are creatures, we co@cthat the gospel has something to say to us.nén o
or other of these accounts we see that the gosjpildacted to us, and so we receive it. It is bétteus
that the promise should be directed to us in tesmsharacter than that it should mention our actual
names. Is your name John Brown? Well, if the gospate in a letter to you, directed to John Brown,
what might you not say if you were tempted to d@ubdu would think to yourself that there are many
more John Browns besides yourself, and therefaernbssage might not be for you. If it were directed
to your address, you might then fear that anotbkn Brown once lived at that house, before you were
born, and so you would fear to appropriate the ags$est it should prove to be out of date. Even su
posing that your name was there, and the addredgha date, you might be mistrustful enough te fan
cy that there was a mistake, or that some otheopesf your name had used your address for theltlay.
you mean to ride on the back of unbelief, any fawdiydo for a saddle. But when the promise comes
“to him that believes in Jesus,” there can be nestjan that it is ours if we believe. We read, ¢
confess our sins, God is faithful and just to feegus our sins,” is it not clear that if we havefessed
our sins, mercy is ours? It is a blessed thingu®when the Spirit of God leads us to see thagtspel

is free to all who are made willing to receive it.

Another thing that makes faith easy is when theitSF God shows ushe glory of Christ’s person.
Our Savior is truly God, and this fact helps ubétieve in Him. It strikes me that the poor anxidas
ther may have been much helped to believe in owl by that peculiar majesty which shone about Him
through His having just come down from the mountrahsfiguration. It was a very hard case which
exercised the poor man’s mind, and therefore oud lappeared to him with an unusual splendor—a
splendor of which we read—"“when they saw Him thegrevamazed.” A sight of our Savior’'s face
helped the trembler to cry, “Lord, | believe.” Ohthe Spirit of God will lead you to read the Situres
till you get a clear idea of the Godhead and peémenhood of the Lord Jesus you will feel that gver
thing is possible with an Almighty Savior. “Is ahytg too hard for the Lord?” Our Lord is gone up to
His glory, and He is able to save unto the uttetrtioam that come unto God by Him. Oh, could you but
grasp the idea that He who asks your trust is treds the Highest, who has all power in heaven,iand
earth, you could not, you would not withhold yoentidence! As for me, knowing beyond all doubt my
Lord’s divinity, it seems easy enough to rely ugdim. | have told you before what John Hyatt said on
his dying bed, when his deacons said, “Mr. Hyath gou trust your soul with Christ now?” “One sdéul!
he said, “I could trust a million souls with Himlihad them.” Even so | could trust the Lord Jesos
only with my soul, but with all the destinies ofrsaand heaven, time and eternity. Every child otiG
may safely say that. | could trust Jesus with lal $ouls that ever lived or shall live, if they well
mine. Surely, He is able to keep that which we hamamitted to Him.

Another great help to faith is to perceitree completeness of the divine work and sacrificthe
Lord JesusHe took our sin upon Himself, and in His own bodlytbe tree, was made sin for us that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. @atlyour eyes behold the Son of God suffering the
death-agony for guilty man and you must believeligm power to redeem. | have thought that if men had
been more sinful than they are, and if they wereilaon times as numerous as they are, and if every
star that studs the midnight sky were a world, alh@rowded full of sinners, yet the sacrifice obd>
Himself must from the glory of His nature be suchralication of the law that it might well suffices a
reason for forgiving a rebel universe! Shall thienitely holy suffer for the guilty? Shall the Eteal take
upon Himself humanity, and bow His head to death@nTthe sacrifice must possess such boundless
efficacy that none may fear that it will fall shart their need. No limit can be set to the poweiclh
lies in the divine expiation. My God, | see thaturleave given Your own Son to die, and surely in His
precious blood there is more than sufficient redsomy faith in You.

If that does not lead you to believe perhaps hiet®f God will go to work in another way. Some
have been helped to believe in Jesushieysight of others converted, justified, and madppy.When
someone like yourself is saved, you take couradeave been a thief,” says one—

“The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day.
And there may you, though vile as he,
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Wash all your sins away.”
“I have been an adulterer,” says one. Alas! So bagd, but he said, “Wash me, and | shall be whiter
than snow.” “I have been a murderer,” sobs a tHaal.was Manasseh, who shed innocent blood very
much. “But | have been a persecutor and a blasphe®e was Saul of Tarsus, yet he obtained mercy.
“But | seem to have far more of the devil in menttemnybody else.” So had Mary Magdalene, out of
whom Christ cast seven devils. You think you agnamer all by yourself, but there have been others
like you, and the door through which others hav&spd into mercy is open for you. If | had beeritkeli
rabbit in the day when Noah brought the living tweas into the ark, |1 do not think | should haveie
troubled about whether there was room for me terahie ark. But if | had been so timid, | would bav
forgotten all my fears when | saw the elephant cameand his mate with him, and had seen them go
tramping through the door. Then | should have knassuredly that there was room for me. Oh, you
who have been kept moral and upright, and theredogenot outwardly great sinners, surely you may
enter where the chief of sinners have found realyission. The salvation of others is often a sveeet
couragement to sinners to trust in Christ.

Lastly, I will tell you one thing which will makgou trust Him, and that islesperation as to all oth-

er hopeslt is an amazing thing that despair is often theéhaoof faith, but the mother dies when the
child is born. We were many of us led to believdésus because we had nothing else to trust innWhe
we are driven to the last extremity, then it iseeene to Jesus, and take Him to be our all in atho
was awakened in a house which was on fire. He doeilsieen from the street, poor child, and his dange
was very great indeed. He rushed to the window.fétlser stood below and called to him to drop into
his arms, but it was a long way down, and the ciwiéd afraid. He clung to the window, but dared not
drop. Do you know what made him let go his hold &albinto his father's arms? There came a burst of
fire out of the window and scorched him, and therdropped directly. | wish that some of you would
get just such a touch of the fires of despair atapel you to say—

“I can but perish if | go;

| am resolved to try,

For if | stay away

I know | must forever die.”
Years ago one of our students was greatly emacigtadvhat seemed to be consumption. He had heard
of a certain medicine which was said to be usefiduch cases, but he had no faith in it. When he wa
growing worse and worse, | said, “Brother, you areleath’s door. Try that man’s stuff. There may be
something in it. At any rate, nothing else does gy good.” He took the medicine through sheer des-
pair, of all other prescriptions, and God blessad him so that he is alive this very day. He vebnév-
er have tried the remedy if he had not felt thatehwas no other hope. Even so, it will be wellyou
to be driven into a corner, as to your soul’s esttitat you may believe in Christ Jesus and sdy Mii
disciples in old times, “To whom shall we go? Yoava the words of eternal life.” Here is a closing
verse for you to sing at home by yourself —

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Christ's kind arms | fall!

He is my strength and righteousness,

My Jesus and my all!”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MARK 9:2-29.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—249, 498, 551.
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