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“For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avails arthing,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which works by love.”
Galatians 5:6.

PAUL makes a clean sweep of that trust in the agisrof religion which is the common temptation
of all time. Circumcision was a great thing witretbew, and oftentimes he trusted in it. But Paul de
clares that it avails nothing. There might be adhe@ho were glad that they were not Jews, but Paul d
clares that their uncircumcision avails no morenttiee opposite. Certain matters connected withigod|
ness are external, and yet they are useful in fiages, especially is that the case with baptisththe
Lord’s supper, the assembling of ourselves togetiner reading of the Word, and public prayer and
praise. These things are proper and profitablenboe of them must be made in any measure or degree
the ground of our hope of salvation, for this tewteeps them all away, and plainly describes them as
availing nothing if they are made to be the fourudet of our trust.

In Luther's day superstitious confidence in exé¢robservances had overlaid faith in the gospel.
Ceremonies had multiplied excessively under théaiiy of the Pope, masses were said for souls in
purgatory, and men were actually selling indulgenie sin in the light of day. When God raised up
Martin Luther, who was born four centuries ago,bloee emphatic testimony against salvation by out-
ward forms and by the power of priestcraft, affingnithat salvation is by faith alone, and that thee
church of God is a company of priests, every belidweing a priest unto God. If Luther had not af-
firmed it, the doctrine would have been just ag tfior the distinction between clergy and laity has
excuse in Scripture, which calls the saints, “Gddé&os’—God'’s clergy, or heritage. Again we read,
“You are a royal priesthood.” Every man that bedigwn the Lord Jesus Christ is anointed to exercise
the Christian priesthood, and therefore he neeguabhis trust in another, seeing the supposedtpige
no more than any other man. Each man must be atatgarior himself before God. Each one must read
and search the Scriptures for himself, and museweifor himself, and when saved, he must offer up
himself as a living sacrifice unto God by Jesusi€thwho is the only High Priest of our professiGo.
much for the negative side of the text, that is dfilvarning to this Ritualistic age.

The chief testimony of our great Reformer washi justification of a sinner in the sight of God by
faith in Jesus Christ, and by that alone. He cditiigghave taken this as his motto, “In Jesus Ghmis-
ther circumcision avails anything, nor uncircumaisibut faith which works by love.” He was in the
Augustinian monastery at Wittenberg, troubled aedysbed in mind, and he had there, in an old Latin
Bible, this text, “The just shall live by faith.t Wvas a new idea to him, and by its means spiriight
entered his soul in some degree. But such werertjadices of his up-bringing, and such the dar&nes
of his surroundings, that he still hoped to findvadon by outward performances. He therefore faste
long, till he was found swooning from hunger. Hesvexceedingly zealous for salvation by works. At
last he made a pilgrimage to Rome, hoping to flmeté everything that was holy and helpful. He was
disappointed in his search, but yet found moreetloérvhat he looked for. On the pretended stairoése
Pilate, while in the act of climbing it upon hisdes, the Wittenberg text again sounded in hisléars
thunderclap, “The just shall live by faith.” Up Btarted and descended those stairs, never to gupvel
on them again. The chain was broken, the soul vess futher had found the light, and thereforeeit b
came his life’s business to flash that light upba nhations, crying evermore, “The just shall liwe b
faith.” The best commemoration which | can makéheg man is to preach the doctrine which he held so
dear, and you who are not saved can best assilyrbelieving the doctrine, and proving its truth in
your own cases. May the Holy Spirit cause it tasben hundreds of instances.
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|. First, let us inquire WHAT IS THIS FAITH? We arewalys talking about it, but what is it?
Whenever | try to explain it, | am afraid lest lositd confuse rather than expound. There is a dtddy
concerning John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress.” Gddtbmas Scott, the Commentator, wrote notes to
it. He thought the “Pilgrim’s Progress” a difficidbok, and he would make it clear. A pious cottager
his parish had the book, and she was reading ihvilee minister called. He said to her, “Oh, | sem|
are reading Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. Do youeausthnd it?” She answered innocently enough, “Oh,
yes sir, | understand Mr. Bunyan very well, andpé that one day | shall be able to understand your
explanations.” | am afraid lest you should say whieave done, “I understand what faith is, as dfin
in the Bible, and one day, perhaps, | may be abientlerstand the preacher’s explanation of it.” Wedr
by this, | will speak as plainly as | can.

And first, it is to be remembered that faith i2 momere creed-holding. It is very proper to sdy, “
believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaws earth,” and so forth. But you may repeat all
that and be no “believer” in the Scriptural senkthat term. Though the creed is true, it may retre
to you. It would have been the same to you if thpasite had been true, for you put the truth awkay |
a paper in a pigeon-hole, and it has no effect yman “A very proper doctrine,” you say, “a veryopr
er doctrine,” and so you put it to sleep. It doesinfluence your heart, nor affect your life. Dotnm-
agine that professing an orthodox creed is the ghing as faith in Christ. A truthful creed is dedle
for many reasons, but if it is a dead, inoperathiag, it cannot bring salvation. Faith is belidftbe
truths, but it is more.

Again, faith is not the mere belief that therai§od, though that we must have, for we cannot come
to God except we “believe that He is, and that $la rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” We
are to believen God—that He is good, blessed, true, right, andetoee to be trusted, confided in, and
praised. Whatever He may do, whatever He may say, i&not to be suspected, but believed in. You
know what it is to believe in a man, do you notb@ieve in a man so that you follow him, and cdefi
in him, and accept his advice? In that same walk falieves in God—not only believes that He i4, bu
finds rest in His character, His Son, His promides covenant, His word and everything about Him.
Faith livingly and lovingly trusts in her God abaaiterything. Especially we must believe in what God
has revealed in Scripture—that it is verily andeed a sure and infallible testimony to be received
without question. We accept the Father’'s withessceming Jesus, and take heed thereto “as unto a
light that shines in a dark place.”

Faith has specially to believe in Him who is tliensand substance of all this revelation, even Jesus
Christ, who became God in human flesh that He migtiéem our fallen nature from all the evils of sin
and raise it to eternal felicity. We belieweChrist,on Christ, andupon Christ, accepting Him because
of the record which God has given to us concerhlisgSon, that He is the propitiation for our siige
accept God’s unspeakable gift, and receive Jesasraal in all.

If | wanted to describe saving faith in one wardhould say that it isrust It is so believing God
and so believing in Christ that we trust ourselaed our eternal destinies in the hands of a retshci
God. As creatures we look up to the great Fath&parits. As sinners we trust for the pardon of sins
to the atonement of Jesus Christ. As being weakfeglole we trust to the power of the Holy Spirit to
make us holy and to keep us so. We venture ounadterterests in the vessel of free grace, corttent
sink or swim with it. We rely upon God in Christhd word employed to set forth faith in the Scripgur
sometimes signifies to lean. We lean with all o@ight upon our God, in Jesus Christ. We hang upon
Christ as a vessel hangs upon a nail. “Recumbewag’ a term by which the old Puritans used to de-
scribe faith—a lying, or leaning upon, something aiuourselves. Guilty as | am, | believe God'’s dor
that, “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleansefsam all sin.” Trusting to that blood | know thiaam
cleansed from all sin. God sets forth Christ taljgopitiation. We believe that He is a propitiatend
we take Him to be our propitiation. By that appiapon our sin is covered and we are free. Faitinés
grasping, the appropriating, and the receiving orte’s self, of the Lord Jesus Christ. | sometiities-
trate it by that passage of Paul where he says Wdrd is nigh you, even in your mouth.” When a mor
sel is in your mouth, if you desire to posses® ias never to lose it, what is the best thing t® $wal-
low it. Let it go down into the inward parts. Now the wana@t we preach is, according to the apostle,
“in your mouth;” suffer it then to go down into yoheart, and you shall find it true that, “with theart

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 29




Sermon #1750 The Luther Sermon At Exeter Hall 3

man believes unto righteousness; and with the moattiession is made unto salvation.” This is the
faith which saves the soul.

Il. In the second place we will consider WHY FAITH ISIECTED AS THE WAY OF SALVA-
TION.

I would remind you that if we could not answerstiquestion it would not matter, since the Lord has
appointed believing as the way of grace, it is oats to challenge His choice. Beggars must not be
choosers. Let us trust, if so the Lord ordains.

But we can answer this question in a measuret, iiis clear thaho other way is possiblét. is not
possible for us to be saved by our own meritswerhave already broken the law already, and future
obedience, being already due, cannot make up &irdedects—

“Could my tears forever flow,

Could my zeal no respite know,

All for sin could not atone

You must save, and You alone.”
The road of good works is blocked up by our pas$,sand it is sure to be further blocked up byreitu
sins. We ought therefore to rejoice that God hasmended to us the open road of faith.

God has chosen the way of faittat salvation might be by grack.we had to do anything in order
to save ourselves, we would be sure to impute asaneaof virtue to our own doings, or feelings, or
prayers, or almsgivings, and we would thus dethah the pure grace of God. But salvation comes
from God as a pure favor—an act of undeserved gsitgrand benevolence, and the Lord will, there-
fore, only put it into the hand of faith, sincetfaclaims nothing to herself. Faith, in fact, dismaall
idea of merit, and the Lord of grace therefore tsléc place the treasure of His love in the harfds o
faith.

Again, it is of faiththat there may be no boastirfgr if our salvation is of our doings or feelingge
are sure to boast. But if it is of faith, we canglary in self. “Where is boasting, then? It is kexied.

By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faitkaith is humble, and ascribes all praise to God.
Faith is truthful, and confesses her obligatioth® sovereign grace of God.

| bless the Lord that He has chosen this way ithi faecausét is so suitable for poor sinnerSome
among us tonight would never have been saved vhsah had only been prepared for the good and
righteous. | stood before my God guilty and selfid@emned. No youth ever had a keener sense of guilt
than | had. When | was convinced of sin | saw ngutihts and desires to be vile in the sight of God,
and | also became vile in my own eyes. | was dricedespair and | know that | could never have been
cheered by any plan of salvation except that wigobf faith. The covenant of works by reason of our
weakness affords us no suitable way of hope attiamg, but under certain circumstances we see this
very vividly. Suppose that you were in the lasicégtof death, what good works could you do? Yonder
dying thief found it a happy thing that by faith beuld trust the Crucified One, and before the semn
could be with Him in Paradise. Faith is a suitalvkey for sinners, and especially for sinners who are
soon to die. In some sense we are all in that ¢éomdiand some of us perhaps are especially so. For
what man among us knows that he will see tomorralaisn?

| bless God again, that the way of salvation isfdith, becausd is a way open to the most un-
learned.What fine theology we get nowadays—deep thinkingythall it. The men go down so deep
into their subjects, and so stir the mud at thédbot that you cannot see them and they cannohsee-t
selves. | apprehend that teachers of a certairosdaonot themselves know what they are talkingudbo
Now, if salvation were only to be learned by reagdinrough huge folios, what would become of multi-
tudes of poor souls in Bow, and Bethuel Green, 2exen Dials? If the gospel, had consisted of a mass
of learning, how could the unlearned be saved?But we can go to each one of them and say, “Jesus
died"—

“There is life in a look at the Crucified One!

There is life at this moment for you!”
However little you may know, you know that you harened. Know, then, that Jesus has come to put
away sin, and that whoever believes in Him is imiagedly forgiven, and enters into eternal life. This
brief and blessed gospel is suitable to all cases) princes to peasants, and we wonder not thidt fa
was selected as the way of salvation.
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[ll. But now, thirdly, | want to say a good deal tonigpbn another question, HOW DOES FAITH
OPERATE? For according to our text, it is “Faitthich worksby love.” It is a living, laboring, loving
faith which alone saves the soul. | cannot tell ydhat hard things | have heard about this doctoihe
salvation by faith. They say that it is immorahdve heard immoral men say so, and surely theytough
to know. They say that it will lead to sin and ttagho say so would, | should think, be rather méas
with it for that reason if they believed their owtatement. | have never heard a holy man charge fai
with leading him into sin. | know no man that folls after God and lives near to Him who is under fea
that faith in God will tempt him to transgress. Tiaet is, faith does nothing of the kind. Its aotis
most distinctly the reverse. Like the prudent virfd’roverbs, faith will do a man good and not hatm
the days of his life.

First, it touches the mainspring of our nature by creatioge within the soulWhat is needed now
for the degraded classes in London? Sanitary ragn&? Certainly, if they are not allowed to beead
letter for the need of someone to carry them oatvidouses? By all manner of means, the more the bet
ter. Lower rents? Assuredly, for no one has a riglget an excessive rent for unhealthy accommoda-
tions. Higher wages? Certainly, we could all ofdaswith a little more. Many other things are needed
While yonder gin-palaces remain at the cornerefstreets, you will not make much headway in lift-
ing up the masses, and | suppose the drink-shdpalways flourish while the taste for drink remsin
Suppose the licensed poison-shops were shut updwioat suffice? | think not. There are men and
women in London, and thousands of them, who, i/ tvere put into the cleanest houses, and were a
mile away from a gin-shop, would still drink andldurn their houses into pigsties. What is ne€tled
Oh, if you could make Christians of them! Suppdseytcould be born-again? Suppose they could be
made to love the things which they now hate, artd tiee things which they now love? New hearts and
right spirits are the need of London’s outcastswhan these be produced? In the hand of God thg Hol
Spirit, this is exactly what faith works in the liedlere is a watch. “It needs cleaning.” Yes, oléa“It
does not work now. It needs a new crystal.” Wellt im a new crystal. “It still does not work. It ects
new hands.” Get new hands by all means. Still @sdoot work. What is the matter with it? The maker
says that it needs a mainspring. There’s the de&aecevil, nothing can be right till that is rdetd. Set
all other matters going, but do not forget thatmenspring is the chief part of the business.Hsiitp-
plies the soul with a powerful spring of actions#tys to the man, “You are forgiven through theotllo
of Christ who died for you; how do you feel towatdsn?” The man replies, “I love the Lord for re-
deeming me.” Loving Jesus, the man has now witigrsbul the seed of every good. He will become a
holier and a better being, for he has begun to,lawd love is the mother of holiness. Is any seruc
the world like the service of love? You have a aatvn your house, fawning and obsequious, bubuf y
were to reduce his wages, he would show you thghr@ide of his tongue and seek another employer.
You do not expect any more of him than that, angif did, you would not get it. How different was a
old servant | have heard of, who, when his mastrtwlown in the world, was content with half-pay.
And when he was sorrowfully told that he must gw,His master could not afford him clothes, he made
his old ones last him, for he would not leave hestar in his old age. He would rather have earned
bread for his old master than have left him. He aasttached servant worth his weight in gold. €her
are few such servants nowadays, for there are aotyrauch masters. This kind of service cannot be
purchased, but its price is above rubies. WherLtrd leads us to believe in Jesus, we become from
then on His loving servants, and serve Him notdavard, but out of gratitude. It is no longer with so
much work and so much pay, we do not fear the tloehell for disobedience, nor do we look to heav-
en as won by works. No, no, our salvation is a fjie It is furnished for us through infinite lowend
supreme compassion, and therefore we return out i@armest affection. Our heart clings to thaarde
side which was opened for us. We feel a tender fovtbose dear pierced feet. We could kiss them eve
ry day. Those blessed hands of the Crucified! éytdo but touch us, we are strengthened, honored,
comforted. Jesus is altogether lovely to us, owohds Lord. Faith, instead of being a poor, paltry
thing, as some imagine, is the grandest causevef bnd so of obedience and holiness.

Know, again, thafaith puts us into a new relatioW/e are bound by nature to be the servants of
God, but faith whispers in our ear, “Say, ‘Our Fatli and when the heart has received the Spirit of
adoption, the aspect of service is entirely chanlyegfcenary service is succeeded by loving obeeéienc
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and our spirit is altered. To become an heir of Gogbint-heir with Jesus, is to elevate work i
light, labor into fellowship with God. The law i®rietter to a child of God, it is his delight.
Faith removes from the heart that form of selfigsehich before seemed necess&ryyou hope
to be saved by what you do, do you? May | ask freend, whom you are serving in all this? | willlte
you. You are serving yourself. All that you doaswin happiness for yourself. How, then, are yow-se
ing God? You are living a selfish life, thoughsttinged with the color of spirituality. What ism® by
you in the matter of religion has no objective thdtyou may be saved and go to heaven. Your most
zealous work is all for self. Suppose | say to ydknow that | am saved. | know that Jesus has put
away my sin. | know that He will not permit me tergh”—why, then there is room in my case for the
serving of the Lord because of what He has donenfarNow | have not myself to save, | have Chast t
serve. Gratitude is the motive of the gospel, amdeu its power unselfish virtue is possible, but uo-
on the ground of legal service. Pure virtue, itnse&¢o me, is a sheer impossibility till a man igexh
because it always must partake till then, of tive &md groveling view of benefiting himself by whe
is doing. When once the great transaction is dané,you are saved, then you are lifted up intoldero
sphere, and you say—
“Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ,
Should | not love You well?
Not for the hope of winning heaven,
Nor of escaping hell!
Not with the hope of gaining anything,
Not seeking a reward,
But as You have loved me,
O ever-loving Lord,
So would | love You, dearest Lord,
And in Your praise will sing
Solely because You are my God,
And my Eternal King.”

Therefore faith inspires us with a higher motivarttthe law can suggest.

Faith soon creates love for mafwr, if the Lord Jesus has saved you, my brothaas sisters, you
will speedily desire that others may be saved afsal have tasted of this honey, and the sweetngss u
on your own tongue compels you to invite otherthienfeast. He who has been brought into the liberty
of free grace would set free every captive sinhkeicould.

When well worked outfaith means harmony with Goll creates an agreement with the divine will,
so that whatever pleases God pleases us. If the dtwould set the believer on a dunghill with Jab, h
would still bless His name. Faith agrees with theng precept which it desires to obey, with theinie
doctrine which it desires to know and publish, yelsatever is of God faith says, “It is the Lord, lm
command, teach, or do what seems Him good.”

| have shown you that faith is not the triflingrmiple which its deprecators describe as, “Only be
lieve.” Oh, that they knew what it is to only beie It is the setting free of the mind from fettdiss
the dawn of Heaven’s own day. It is a lifelong gtie, this, “Only believe.” It is “the work of Gatthat
you believe on Him whom He has sent.”

Brethren, | believe tha humble, persevering faith in God is one of tighbst forms of adoration
that ever reaches the throne of Gddhough cherubim and seraphim salute the Lord tiér “Holy,
holy, holy,” though the whole host of shining orsesround the throne with perpetual hallelujahstehe
is no more hearty reverence given to God than wh@oor sinner, black as night, cries believingly,
“Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.” Tod®adi in the pardon of sin is a wonderful adoratibn o
the mercy and power of God. To believe in a corigteovidence is a sweet way of worshipping God in
His power and goodness. When a poor laborer irctitage, needing bread for his children, kneels
down and cries, “Lord, it is written, “Your breadadl be given you, and your water shall be surég4
lieve Your word, and therefore | look to You in mgcessity.” He renders homage to the truth anb-fait
fulness of God such as Gabriel could not give,Gabriel never knew the pinch of hunger. To believe
that God will keep us to the end and raise us ®dtiry is more honoring to God than all the hyrahs
the glorified. From us dying sons of earth, whenasafide in His promise, there arises up to heaven
incense of a sweet smell, acceptable to God bysJéktist.
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To my mind there is also this about faith—thatas a marvelous power over God. Do you ask me
to retract that expression? Let it stand. | wilpkin it. Faith overcomes the Highest upon His Hero
Faith in an inferior can hold a superior fast. Somaars ago | was walking in the garden one evening,
and | saw a stray dog about which | had receivéornmation that he was in the habit of visiting my
grounds, and that he did not in the least assisjfindener, and therefore his attentions were esitedtl.

As | walked along one Saturday evening meditatipgrumy sermon, | saw this dog busily doing mis-
chief. | threw my stick at him, and told him to gome. But what do you think he did? Instead ofriggri
his teeth at me, or hurrying off with a howl, heked at me very pleasantly, took up my stick in his
mouth and brought it to me, and then, waggingdilste laid the stick at my feet. The tears werey
eyes, the dog had beaten me. | said, “Good dogdGimg, you may come here when you like after
that.” Why had the dog conquered me? Because hedrddlence in me, and would not believe that |
could mean him any hurt. To turn to grander thirilgs,Lord Himself cannot resist humble confidence.
Do you not see how a sinner brings, as it wereyaleof justice to the Lord, and cries, “If, You iéen
me, | deserve it, but | submit to You.” The great@&annot spurn a trustful heart. It is impossible.is
not God if He could cast the soul away that imglaielies on Him. This is the power of faith, themd

| marvel not that the Lord should have chosenoit,delieving is a thing most pleasing to God. O tha
you would all trust Him! God lifts His sword againgu—run into His arms. He threatens you—grasp
His promise. He pursues you—fly to His dear SomsTat the foot of the cross in His full atonement,
and you must be saved.

I\V. Now, | am going to finish in a way suitable to thisther memorial. You have heard a great deal
about Luther’s preaching salvation by faith aloNew, LET US TURN TO LUTHER’S LIFE, and see
what Luther himself meant by it. What kind of fadid Luther himself exhibit by which he was justi-
fied?

First, in Luther’s case, faith led him &m open avowal of what he believédither did not mean to
go up to heaven by the back stairs, as many yowsrghupe to do. You wish to be Christians on the sly
SO as to escape the offense of the cross. Lutberatirefuse to confess Christ and take up hisscaos
follow Him. He knew that he who with his heart legkes, must also with his mouth make confession,
and he did so right nobly. He began teaching ameagting the truth which had enlightened his own
soul. One of his sermons displeased Duke Georawdny, but as it saved a lady of high rank, Luther
did not fret. He was not the man to conceal trigbaoise it was dangerous to avow it. Tetzel cante wit
his precious indulgences, and his releases fossoypurgatory. Thousands of good Catholics were in
dignant, but no one would bell the cat. Lutherexalletzel, “servant of Pope and of the devil,” dee
clared, “As he came among us practicing on theulitgcbf the people, | could not refrain from prete
ing against it, and opposing his odious career.thdlit mincing words, or attempting to speak politel
Luther went at him fearless of the consequenceddiieved in the blessings of grace, “without money
and without price,” and he did not conceal his ¢ctans. He nailed his theses to the church docrerh
all might read them. When astronomers require a cmavstellation in the heavens let it be “the hammer
and nails.” O, you who make no profession, let thaa’s outspoken faith rebuke you!

His dauntless valor for trutltaused him to be greatly hated in his own day wit@rocity which has
not yet died out. Luther is still the best hatechnracertain quarters. Witness the vile tracts Wwhiave
been produced during the last fortnight, to thgmise of the press which they defile. | can saywocse
nor better of them than that they are worthy ofthase in whose interest they are issued. Mentien t
name of Luther and the bond-slaves of Rome gnashteéeth. This intense ill-feeling proves Luther’s
power. Young men, | do not know what your ambitioay be, but | hope you do not wish to be in this
world mere chips in the porridge, giving forth avior whatever. My ambition does not run in thaeli
| know that if | have no intense haters, | can hagentense lovers, and | am prepared to have both.
When right-hearted men see honest love of truth man, they cry, “He is our brother. Let him be our
champion.” When the wrong-hearted reply, “Down wiim!” we thank them for the unconscious hom-
age which they thus pay to decision of character.child of God should court the world’s approval.
Certainly Luther did not. He pleased God, and w4 enough for him.

His faith was of this kind also—that it moved hima hearty reverence for what he believed to be
Holy Scripture.l am sorry that he was not always wise in his judgtrof what the Bible contains, but
yet to him Scripture was the last court of app#ainy had convinced Luther of error out of thabkp
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he would gladly have retracted. But that was nefrtplan, they simply said, “He is a heretic. Camde
him or make him retract.” To this he never yieldedan instant. Alas, in this age numbers of men ar
setting up to be their own inspired writers. | héneen told that every man who is his own lawyerdas
fool for his client, and | am inclined to think thavhen any man sets up to be his own savior asd hi
own revelation, much the same thing occurs. Thateibed idea is in the air at this present timergv
man is thinking out his own bible. Not so Luthere kved the sacred book! He fought by its help. It
was his battle-axe and his weapon of war. A teX@aipture fired his soul, but the words of traatitihe
rejected. He would not yield to Melancthon, or Zglinor Calvin, or whoever it might be, however
learned or pious. He took his own personal faitth Scripture, and according to his light he fokal
the word of the Lord. May many a Luther be in thice!

The next thing | note wabe intense activity of his faiti.uther did not believe in God doing his
work, so as to lie by in idleness himself. Not fadbiit. A disciple once said to Mohammed, “I amirgp
to turn my camel loose, and trust in providenc®&d,” said Mohammed, “trust in providence, but te u
your camel carefully.” This resembled Oliver CrontkgePuritan precept, “Trust in God, but keep your
powder dry.” Luther believed above most men in kegis powder dry. How he worked! By pen, by
mouth, by hand, he was energetic almost beyonéfbéle seemed a many-handed man. He did works
which would have taxed the strength of hundredsnadiller men. He worked as if everything depended
upon his own activity, and then he fell back inyhtwust upon God as though he had done nothing Thi
is the kind of faith which saves a man both in tiiesand in that which is to come.

Again, Luther’s faith abounded in praye¥what supplications they were! Those who heard ttedin
us of his tears, his wrestling, and his holy argotaeHe would go into his closet heavy at heart| an
remain there an hour or two, and then come forigisg, “I have conquered, | have conquered.” “Ah,”
he said one day, “I have so much to do today thatninot get through it with less than three hours’
prayer.” | thought he was going to say, “I cannffora to give even a quarter of an hour to praybyt
he increased his prayer as he increased his [&bhd.is the faith that saves—a faith that lays hatd
God and prevails with Him in private supplication.

His was a faith thadelivered him entirely from the fear of mdduke George is going to stop him.
“Is he?” said Luther. “If it were to rain Duke Gees, | would go.” He is exhorted not to go to Worms
for he will be in danger. If there were as manyildem Worms as there were tiles on the housetbes,
would be there. And he was there, as you all krghaying the man for the gospel and for his God. He
committed himself to no man, but kept his faithGod pure and unmingled. Popes, emperors, doctors,
electors were all as nothing to Luther when thepdtagainst the Lord. Be it so with us also.

His was a faith that made him risk all for thethruThere seemed no hope of his ever coming back
from Worms alive. He was pretty sure to be burnkel John Huss, and the wonder is that he escaped.
His very daring brought him safety from peril. Hepeessed his regret that the crown of martyrdom
would, in all probability, be missed by him, buetfaith which is prepared to die for Jesus wasiwith
him. He who in such a case saves his life sha# lgsbut he that loses his life for Christ’'s satell
find it unto life eternal.

This was the faith that made Luther a man among, mredsaved him from priestly affectatiorisdo
not know whether you admire what is thought to &e/\superior religion. It is a thing of beauty, Imat
of use. It ought always to be kept in a glass clise.made up for drawing-rooms and religious meet
ings, but would be out of place in a shop or oaranf Now, Luther’s religion was with him at home, a
the table as well as in the pulpit. His religionswzart and parcel of his common life, and that Wwges
free, open, bold and unrestrained. It is easyrtd fault with him from the superfine standpoint; fe
lived in an honest unguardedness. My admiratiodlkmas | think of the hearty openness of the rhan.
do not wonder that even ungodly Germans revere fumhe is all German, and all a man. When he
speaks he does not take his words out of his nouthok at them, and to ask Melancthon whether they
will do, but he hits hard, and he has spoken ameeatences before he has thought whether they are
polished or not. Indeed, he is utterly indifferémtcriticism, and speaks what he thinks and fdéésis
at his ease, for he feels at home. Is he not evegavin his great Father’s house? Has he not agnare
simple intent to speak the truth and do the right?

| like Luther with a wife and children. I like see him with his family and a Christmas tree, mgkin
music with little Johnny Luther on his knee. | loehear him sing a little hymn with the childremd
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tell his pretty boy about the horses in heaven wialden bridles and silver saddles. Faith had alogn
away his manhood, but sanctified it to noblest ukagher did not live and move as if he were a mere
cleric, but as a brother to our common humanityeAdll, brethren, you must know that the greadest
vines have to eat bread and butter like other meodfthey shut their eyes before they sleep, and they
open them in the morning, just like other folks.isTis matter of fact, though some stilted gentleman
might like us to doubt it. They feel and think ligther men. Why should they seem as if they di@ et

it not a good thing to eat and drink to the glofyGmod, and show people that common things can be
sanctified by the word of God and prayer? Whatefdo not wear canonicals, and so on? The best ca-
nonicals in the world are thorough devotion to lthed’s work, and if a man lives aright, he makes-ev

ry garment a vestment, every meal a sacramenteaeny house a temple. All our hours are canonical,
all our days are holy days, and every breath ieriee, and every pulse, music for the Most High.

They tell us that Luther ignored good works. Itrise he would not allow good works to be spoken
of as the means of salvation, but of those whogss#d faith in Jesus he demanded holy livather
abounded in prayer and charithat an almsgiver Luther was! | fear he did natlatimes duly regard
the principles of the Charity Organization Sociétg.he goes along, if there are beggars he emipises
pockets for them. Two hundred crowns have just comand though he has a family about him, he
cries, “Two hundred crowns! God is giving me mytpor in this life.” “Here,” he says to a poor breth
minister, “take half. And where are the poor? Fdtem in. | must be rid of this!” | am afraid thiais
Catherine was forced at times to shake her hehumatfor in truth, he was not always the most econo
ical husband that might be. In almsgiving he wasd to none, and in all the duties of life he rzse
beyond the level of his age. Like all other merhhd his faults, but as his enemies harp on thiaigstr
and go far beyond the truth, | need not dwell upmnfailings. | wish that the detractors of Luthegre
half as good as he. All the glory of his grand eamgas unto the Lord alone.

Lastly, Luther’s faith was a faith thhelped him under struggles that are seldom spolkehsuip-
pose that never man had greater soul-conflict thaher. He was a man of heights and depths. Some-
times he went up to heaven and he sang his halldypnd then he went down again into the aby$s wit
his “Miserere.” | am afraid that, great, vigorousmthat he was, he had a bad liver. He was griéyous
afflicted in body in ways which | need not mentiamd he was sometimes laid aside for months togeth-
er, being so racked and tortured that he longeatie€oHis pains were extreme, and we wonder how he
endured them so well. But always between the atatkiliness, Luther was up again preaching the
word of God. Those desperate struggles with thel desuld have crushed him but for his faith. The
devil seems to have been constantly assailing &md,he was constantly assailing the devil. In theat
mendous duel he fell back upon his Lord, and tngsitn Omnipotence, he put Satan to rout.

Young men, | pray that a Luther may spring up frgoar ranks. How gladly would the faithful wel-
come him! I, who am more a follower of Calvin thainLuther, and much more a follower of Jesus than
of either of them, would be charmed to see andthérer upon this earth. God bless you, brethren, fo
Christ’s sake. Amen.
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