Sermon #1761 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1
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A SERMON
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BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Where two or three are gathered together in My nanthere am | in the midst of them.”
Matthew 18:20.

WE have in the verses preceding the text a mewtidhe firstchurch meetingf which | remember
to have found mention in the New Testament. ThddBaleclares of His assembled people, “Verily |
say unto you, whatever you shall bind on earthldfebound in heaven: and whatever you shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” A few belisygathered out of the world, have met in the nafme
the Lord Jesus, to attend to the affairs of Hissetwld here below. It is a case of discipline. Ather
has trespassed against another brother. The offemt® has sought him out privately, and by personal
expostulation has endeavored to bring him to aebetind, but he has failed. He has then taken with
him two or three brethren of the church, and thayehtogether pleaded with the offender that he @oul
do that which is right, but he is obstinate, euverthie presence of two or three witnesses he pglisist
his trespass, and refuses to be won over by kiedtseaty. It only remains that they shall tellatthe
church. The church is grieved, it hears the casierngly, and waits upon God in prayer. It asks guid
ance, and at last, finding that there is no hetphim, removes the member of the body who is not in
true sympathy with the rest, and is acting as ihhd not the life of God in him. This being done; a
cording to Christ’s rule—justly, impartially, lovihy, with prayer—that which is done by a few meid an
women assembled here below, is registered in the above. What they have bound on earth is bound
in heaven. What they have loosed on earth is alsged in heaven. It is a happy privilege when tay
set loose the bound one. When repentance is explesken the backslider is restored, when the thurc
has reason to believe that the work of the Saritruly in the heart of the offender, then the bad
loosed on earth and it is also loosed in heaven.mibetings of God’s servants for the necessary-disc
pline of the church are not trifling meetings, lwtre is a divine power in them, since what theysdo
done in the name of Jesus Christ their Lord. Odit, thurch meetings were more generally looked at in
this solemn light!

Next, we are introduced to tipeayer meetingln the nineteenth verse we read, “Again | say unto
you, that if two of you,"two of you, “shall agree on earth as touching anythrag they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of My Father which is inVera” It is a very little meeting; it could not be
smaller to be a meeting at all. There are only tweye, but they are two men, and two believersyThe
are two of the Lord’s own servants, whose greateomis His kingdom; they are two earnest persons
who greatly desire the prosperity of the churcheyl'are two of kindred spirit, agreeing in love tods
and the truth, and they have talked over the madted considered it, and they feel moved by theitSpi
of God to unite their supplications about one intgatr subject. Will they meet together and pray in
vain? As they are only two, will not the meeting fa count with God? Assuredly not, the Lord Jesus
Christ has left them this gracious promise, thahdy shall agree on earth touching anything thay t
shall ask, it shall be done for them of His Fathhrch is in heaven. They are only two, but thidfisab
to secure them the promised hearing.

Perhaps the exact petition which they offer maly apparently be answered. Remember that God
often hears the prayer of our prayers, and ansthatsather than our prayers themselves, by which |
mean, that there is an inner soul within true prayleich is the quickening life of true supplicatiorhe
body of prayer may die, but the soul of prayerdiamd abides forever. If | am asked what my inmost
heart prays for, | should reply the heart of myypras—“The will of the Lord be done.” Is not thise
essence, quintessence, and extract of the prayahigih our Savior taught us how to pray? He bid us
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say, “Your will be done in earth as it is in heavda not this the finale of His own prayers, th@reaty

of His passion, His deepest and yet His highestditegy? “Nevertheless, not as | will, but as Youl Wil
Now we want the will of the Lord to l#one we do not desire it to remain as a secret debrgegctual-

ly to be fulfilled, and it is ours, as it were, tvithe finger of prayer, to turn the folded leavas by one,
and exhibit them to the light of fact, so that fhepose of God may become an accomplished thing in
answer to the prayer of His people. Do we meanhamytmore than this by our prayers? I think that,
when well instructed, this is neither more nor ldsan what we intend, and if it is really so, and w
come together, delighting ourselves in the Lord,wilemost certainly give us the desire of our tisar
When we come together with our wills sanctifiecbitie likeness of the divine will, then our prayers
succeed, till they become no presumption even iflare to say with Luther in one of his bold prayers
“Oh, my Lord, letmywill be done this time!” He ventured to speak thesause he felt sure that his will
must be in accordance with the divine will. Onleté do you stand on solid ground. Only there may
you plead without any reserve for special blessings

The prayer meeting is not a farce, no waste oé tino mere pious amusement. Some in these times
think so, but such shall be lightly esteemed. Suitety know not the omnipotence that lies in theapl
of God’s people. The Lord has taken the keys ofrbyal treasury, and put them into the hand ohfait
He has taken His sword from the scabbard and giveto the hands of the man mighty in prayer. He
seems at times to have placed His sovereign scieptiee hands of prayer. “Ask Me concerning things
to come: concerning My sons, command Me.” He pexm# to speak with such boldness and daring
that we overcome heaven by prayer, and dare ttosdne covenant angel, “l will not let You go urdes
You bless me.” If one Jacob can prevail over a thrngsangel, what can two do? What a victory would
come to two who joined in the same wrestling! “Gofeyou shall chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight.” There is an accumulated poimennited supplication, two do not only double the
force, but multiply it tenfold. How soon the gatensercy opens when two are knocking! God grant to
each one of us a praying partner. When John pwl®ar of prayer, let James join him in the hetrty
Better still, may we always believe in our Fathgn'esence at our prayer meetings, so that we mdy fi
the words of Jesus true when He says, “It shatldye for them of My Father which is in heaven.”

Now, thirdly, we come to a promise which include®ry meeting of any saot kind which is for
Christ’s glory. So long as it is a sacred meetifigantly men and women for the purposes of dewotio
or service—for the purposes of prayer or praiseylwatever else may be most suitable for the ocoasio
here is the promise for them—"For where two or ¢haee gathered together in My name, there am | in
the midst of them.” This sanctions the church nmggtihis prospers the prayer meeting. Overshadowing
every gracious assembly of the chosen we see gz §hepherd of the sheep, who here expressly says,
“Where two or three are gathered together in My @amere am | in the midst of them.”

Now, first, we shall mention with regard to theseetingsmatters not essential.hen, secondly, we
shall carefully mentiom matter most essentiaknd thirdly, we shall dwell upoan assurance most en-
couraging

l. First, let us speak of MATTERS NOT ESSENTIAL.

At the outset, we know thaumbers are not essentidbr “where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am 1.” It is very important ida&ge church that there should be large gathefimgs
prayer, for it would be an evidence of a slightofghe ordinance of united supplication if a faiopor-
tion of the members did not come together for budy and blessed exercise. But still, where thanca
be—where the church itself is small—where, foraléint reasons which we need not here recapitulate,
it is not possible for many to gather together-sitaivery encouraging circumstance that numbers are
not essential to success in prayer. “Whereor threeare gathered together.” The number is mentioned,
| suppose, because that is about the smallest rmuhmtecould make a congregation. We can hardly cal
it a congregation where the minister has to sagdily beloved Roger, the Scripture moves us irediff
ent places,” as we have heard was once done ksrgyoian. Truly it was an assembly of two and so
was within the number, and under the circumstarmoeght find the Lord present. But two out of a larg
church would have been a wretched sign of declinevo were all that met out of a great church, it
would be a sadly little company, and the blessinghinbe withheld. Two or three are mentioned, ot t
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encourage absence, but to cheer the faithful few ednot forget the assembling of themselves tegeth
er, as the manner of some is.

Still, the number has this advantage, that ihésreadiest congregation to be gathered. It islifilpt
cult to make up two or three. A husband and where are two. A husband and wife and a child, there
are three. Or there may be two unmarried sisters, widow and child; two can be easily made up.
Where there are no children, there may be a hushadda wife and a servant, and these are three.
Where there is no wife, perhaps there are two brsttor a brother and a sister, or perhaps thstersi
And where there is no relation, but a man livesi@Jat is not impossible, surely, in the most deser
region for him to find one other or two others withom he can meet. It is a very handy congregation
because it can meet in a bedroom, it can meekittlaen, it can meet in a closet; it can meet argneh
because it is so small. It is also easily hiddeayain persecuting times, two or three could ggetber
in a corner, a cave, a cellar, or an attic. For thatter, two or three may be in prison togethed they
can pray in one narrow cell or they can do whainhet and Ridley did when they stood back to back at
the stake and lifted up their hearts as one maat Whas brave praying, when the two bishops stood to
burn with devotion as well as to burn with fire fohrist’'s sake. | am sure that Jesus was in thetroid
them when they met upon the firewood. Two peoplg maet in the street or in the field. They can get
together in the corner of an omnibus or a train, @mte their supplications.

Two or three make a congregation which is amoegsthall things, but who shall dare despise what
God has blessed? | commend to you the frequentigeaaf praying by twos and threes. There was a
minister who had a little society which he called tAaron and Hur Society.” It consisted of two—one
to hold up his right hand and one to hold up Hits {ehile, like Moses, he was on the mountain piegd
for Israel. We need this institution multiplied aoy extent. We need the twos and threes as willeas
one separately praying, and then a blessing wittecoBut numbers are not important at all. We need
say no more about them, except this—I like to nb&d the text puts it “two or three,” for, as ome r
marks, that is much better than, “three or two.f F6three or two” are gathered together, they ge¢-
ting smaller, but if it is “two or three,” they aewvidently upon the increase. If they have onlyeased
from two to three, they have advanced fifty pertaard that is something. If this congregation were
do that, where should we all be able to meet orSddabath? On week nights | would encourage you to
try to increase till we fill the upper gallery aslas the rest of the building. “Two or three,’ista
growing congregation, but still, numbers are neeesial to good speed in prayer.

Next, the rank of the people is not importabtoes it say, “Where two or threeinistersare gath-
ered together in My name”? By no means; ministesy gxpect the Lord to be in the midst of them, but
they have no special promise as ministers, theyt carme before the Lord as plain believers. The “two
or three” may be unable to utter a word by wayeaiching the great congregation, but this is not-men
tioned in the promise. Does it say, “Where twoloee instructed Christians, advanced in experience,
are met together™? No, there is no such limit egped or implied. In the matter of prayer, no spegfa
is set apart for those who are eminent in graced@/eot read, “Where two or three full-grown believ
ers are met.” Much less it does say, “Where twthoge rich people are met together.” No distincigon
made. If they are the people of God, and if theythe little ones whom the Lord has been descrjbing
humble and lowly in spirit, where two or three afck are met together in the Redeemer’'s name,
“There,” says Jesus, “am | in the midst of themh/hhy be that a poor man and his wife are prayoag t
gether before retiring for the night. The Lord liete. A couple of servants unite their supplication
the kitchen. The Lord is theréwo or three little boys have come out of schond they love the Lord,
and so they have met in a corner to pray. The itbere. Do you remember how Luther was encour-
aged while he and Melancthon too, were down indim@ps about the Lord’s work? They were dread-
fully downcast, but as Luther passed by a roomhderd the voices of children and he stopped. Some
women, the wives of good men, had gathered witwaHoly children, and they were praying the Lord
to let the gospel spread in the teeth of the Poykadl his friends from below. Luther went back and
said, “It is all right. The children are praying @&od. The Lord will hear them. Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings He has ordained strength.’'08@#e in the promise of the divine presence tisere
nothing said about numbers and nothing about rank.
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Neither is a word said as pace, except that it saySWhere two or three.”Where” means any-
where. In any place where two or three are metthegen Christ's name there He is. Not in the cathe
dral only, but in the barn; not in the tabernaaiéy/pbut in the field. “Where” means everywhere tte
loneliest place, in the far-away forest, in an uppem, or on board ship, or in a hospital—

“Jesus, wherever Your people meet,

There they behold Your mercy seat:

Wherever they seek You, You are found,

And every place is hallowed ground.

For You within no walls confined,

Inhabit the humble mind;

Such always bring You where they come,

And going, take You to their home.”
Christ will be with you anywhere when you are withm in prayer. Have you ever read how the Cove-
nanters, when the times of peace came on, anccthég worship in church buildings, yet, neverthsles
often looked back with sadness to the glorious dagyg had in the mosses and on the bleak hillsides
when they were hunted by Claverhouse’s dragoors ttae Lord covered them with the skirts of His
garments? See the preacher reading his text bigtmming flash, and hear his voice sounding after-
wards amid the thick darkness! The saints who leteged together to hear the Word of God, had an
overpowering sense of His presence which nothinddcexcel. We may meet for prayer anywhanel
expect Jesus to be in the midst of us. The planetigssential even in the least degree. When peee
ple running out every morning to church, it savofs superstition which ought to have died out long
ago. When you look into the church, you will find great number assembled, generally the rector and
one or two of the family makes up the company. iBtlie whole parish came trooping out to church, |
would say that they had better stay at home angwita their families. Family prayer is a bettesiitu-
tion than the tinkling of a bell every morning, ati@ collecting of people in a church. Have a béll
your own, and be your own priest, and open youteBiand pray with your children, and that will be a
more acceptable sacrifice than if you plod in ysuperstition half-a-mile to a so-called sacred glaxc
enjoy the voice of a supposed priestly man. Dedigaur parlor, consecrate your sitting room, make
your kitchen into a church for God, for there is secredness in bricks, and mortar, and stone, and
stained glass. The outside of a church is as e inside. Far ought such an age as this toooe f
the revolting superstition which makes the houdeth® godly to be common and unclean in order to
magnify the parish church. May we get back to tingp8city of Christ! “Neither in this mountain, nor
yet at Jerusalem, shall men worship the Fatherée fiime is coming, yes and now is, when in every
place God seeks spiritual worshippers who worship id spirit and in truth.

And will you please notice this, that as numberd eank and place are all non-essentials, so also i
thetime! There may be—there ought to be to us from holythadn hour of prayer. But though that is
especially and rightly the hour of prayer—for hatthas no appointed time for prayer may probably
forget to pray—yet still that pious custom must eredegenerate into superstition as though heaven’s
gate were opened at a certain quarter of an hadrshut during all the rest of the day. Meet whenev
you please, no time will be unseasonable. All hares good, from twelve o’clock at night to twelve
o’clock the next night, and so onward. The houpm@yer is the hour of need, the hour of opportynity
the hour of desire, the hour when you can comethegelLet every hour, according as occasion permits
you, become the hour of prayer. | have heard @ sametimes in the country, “Well, we cannot gat ou
people together for a prayer meeting because tleelgusy at the harvest.” If the preacher were taige
at four o’clock in the morning, and hold a meetfogprayer out in the field itself, while yet thewl is
on the grass, would it not be a wonderful thing ion and for his flock? Suppose the people cannot
come to pray at six o’clock in the evening, therkend seven, make it eight, make it nine, makei t
Perhaps the young folks had better be in bed &tean hour, and there may thus be legitimatecebje
tions to some hours for public gatherings, but s and threes may sit up as late as they likgdy,
and no policeman will come round and tell them d¢otg bed. Our rulers do not ring the curfew now.
The Lord our God does neither slumber nor sleepstévays waiting to be gracious.

And once more, there is nothing said here abimeiform which the meeting is to tak&/here two
or three are met together in My name, there amthénmidst of them.” “They are going to break bread
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together.” Very well, they are quite at libertydo so, and if they have met in the Lord’s namewilke

be in the midst of them. “But they are going torm@aermon.” All right, so they may. Preachingiis a
ordinance of God, and He will be in the midst adrth “But they are neither going to hold the commun-
ion, nor to hear a sermon, they are going to pr@ite right, the Lord will be in their midst. “Btitey
are not going to pray, that is to say, vocally. yflaee going to read Scripture and sit and thinktdn
Quite right, the Lord will be in the midst of thefiBut they are not even going to read, or singpaty
vocally, they are going to sit still.” The Lord Whbe in the midst of them if they meet in the namhde-
sus. “Where two or three are gathered togetherymbine, there am I in the midst of them.” Do not be
the dupes of those who say, “This one particulanfof service is the only one.” Christ has not ipgb.
And we will not be brought into any bondage by the#gho call themselves, “Brethren,” and are the
most un-brotherly brothers that ever lived. Thdlyus that we are all wrong; we cannot expect teeha
the Lord with us. To answer these is not difficlear brothers, we are not at all grieved by yalkihg

as you do, for we know you are wrong, simoe have the Lord with u$t does not matter at all to us
what you say so long as we enjdis company, and see the prosperity whitdgives to us. So long as
we do not quarrel with one another once every feary, we are not anxious to follow you in your
methods which are illustrated by your bitter feuis.long as we do not split up into the most miskra
sections of sectarians that ever disgraced the rmdr@hrist, we shall not be greatly wounded by any
remarks which you have to make. Condemn and welcongour condemnations are mere wind. May
your objurgating be blessed to us, and may theg gagr minds, also, by relieving your minds ofttdi

of your bitterness. We believe that any form whitke worship takes is a form which the Lord Jesus
Christ not only tolerates, but sanctions, if HigrBjis there. But if you meet without that Spiat God,
even though you should think yourselves infallibtyrect in the form which your meeting assumesg, tha
form will be of very little use to you. | bless Géa the grand liberty of worship which is givenréel
bless God that He has not laid down this regulaéiod that, but has left His people to His own free
Spirit. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, thereliserty.” “Where two or three are gathered togetimer
My name, there am | in the midst of them;” so moatlthe non-essentials.

Il. But now, secondly, there is A MATTER WHICH IS MOEISSENTIAL, and that is, that they
should be gathereith Christ’'s name Does not this mean that the gathering must beah&hristians
met together as Christians to have fellowship wiésus Christ and so with one another? Does it not
mean that they must be met together in obedientbstavill as they understand it, to carry out Higl w
as they find it in the New Testament, and as th@t3p God opens up that New Testament to them?
Does it not also mean that they must be met togetistinctly for the Lord’s purposes?—to honor
Christ, to bring glory to His name, to worship HimiRey must be met together not to a kind of mystic,
invisible, unknown Christ, but in His name, for @hrhas a name—a distinct personality, a character,
and that must be known, loved, and honored, orwésbave not met in His name. Are we not to meet
because He bids us meet, and because we have tH@igufor meeting, His authority for breaking
bread, His authority for baptism, His authority foayer, His authority for praise, His authority tbe
ministry of the word, His authority for reading tBeriptures, His authority for mutual edificaticor,
whatever form of worship seems most suitable? Wetmet to carry out our own devices, but to carry
out that which is appointed us by our Lord Himself.

And does not this gathering into His name mean weaare, first, to be known by His name, and
then to get close to one another by drawing modenaore near to Him? The way to be gathered togeth-
er is to be gathered by Him and to Him. If all grés the center, they all press to one anotherath
man’s aim is personal fellowship with Christ, perabknowledge of Christ, personal trust in Christ,
personal adoration of Christ, personal service tast, and the getting of a personal likeness tasth
then we are all coming together. While our felloysis with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus €hri
we also have fellowship with all the saints. ThHisgld be the great objective of all our gatheringde
brought more fully into Christ, and all of us museanwhile believe that Jesus is in the midst and we
must come together unto Him. You do not meet tantghlisten to a certain preacher, but because
through that preacher you have been helped togggento the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore ayeu
glad to hear his voice, and glad to worship Godwhitose friends with whom you have fellowship in
Christ. You do well to come where you have foundi€tbefore, and you do well to stay away from
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any gathering where you have not found Christ. Samsehey go out of the place where they usually
worship, are sadly compelled to cry, “They haveetakway my Lord, and | know not where they have
laid Him.” Do not go where Jesus is not presend, iityou are distinctly obliged to say, “I have hea
sermon after sermon almost without mention of Hima. | have gone for months together, and | have
not had a sweet thought of heavenly fellowshipigi®ut of the service,” then do not go there again
Do not go to any church or meeting house merelyabse you have been in the habit of going. If your
father used to live in Islington, but has now magwgou do not think it necessary to go and calliat h
empty house, do you? Go where the Lord has met yath and where you may expect that He will
meet with you again. Sabbaths are too preciougtthtown away by sitting still to be starved. Exzen
cow does not care to be tied up in an empty stall,a horse does not run to an empty manger. Seek t
Lord Jesus, and do not rest till you find Him. Wasingather into His name and get closer and closer
Him, or else the Lord’s Day will run to waste, dvatrenness will devour our souls.

lll. Now, as usual, | have taken up too much time vhthfirst two heads, for the last is the most
important, and that is, AN ASSURANCE MOST ENCOURAN&E—"Where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am | in the midst oftie

First then, very brieflyhow is the Lord Jesus ther@®otice the exact words. Catch the gracious
sense. He does not sayWill be there.” He says, “amthere.” He is the first at the gathering, “Where
two or three are gathered together in My namegtiAd I.” Not, “I will be” though that is true, bute
puts it in a more divine fashion—"There am |.” Jessi there already before another arrives. Heas th
first in the congregation, the first in the assgmbhd they come, gathering to Him. He is the aerated
they come to Him. “There am I.”

How is He there? As we, His people meet, He isethbecause He is in every one of us. It is a
blessed thing to see Christ in His people. Did geer try to do that? | know some who try to seedide
man in Christ's people. It does not take them lemgee the body of sin and death, and it is n&-a r
freshing sight when they do see it. But oh, toGbkast in His people—what a charming sight it isicA
| think, with regard to every child of God thatndw, that | can see a little more of Christ in timan |
can see in myself. | cultivate the practice of enibeing to see my Lord in all His people, for He is
there, and it is irreverent not to honor Him. Hevigh them, ands in them, why should we doubt it?
That is something worth remembering. If so manyptes of the Holy Spirit come together, why, sure-
ly, the Holy Spirit, Himself, is there, and the gdawhere they stand is holy ground. Jesus is im the
thoughts, in their objectives, in their desiress,yand in their groans, in their sorrows, in thsgiirits, in
their inmost souls. Where two or three are gathéogdther in His name, there is He in the midst of
them.

And next, He is with us in His Word. When the Baslopened, it is not mere words, it is the living
and “incorruptible seed which lives and abidesverg and Christ is in it as the immortal life, teecret
life-germ in every seed that we sow. Christ iswlag, if we teach men the road to heaven. Chridtas
truth, if we preach the doctrines of grace. Chsghe life, if we enjoy and feed upon His precioasne.
Where His Word is preached, there He is, for iflslhat return to Him void, but it shall prosper tine
thing whereto He has sent it.

Christ is in His ordinances. He has not dissodidenself from baptism which is the blessed sym-
bol in which His death, burial, and resurrectioa elearly set forth. He has not separated Himsethf
that other ordinance, in which we behold His passind see the way in which we become partakers of
it, by feeding upon His body and His blood. He pesmised to be with us even to the end of the world
in the keeping of those divine memorials of Hisaimation and atonement, His life and His death.

And then the Lord Jesus Christ is with the assgroplHis Spirit. The Spirit is His representative,
whom He has sent as the Comforter to abide witforesser. You must have felt Him sometimes con-
vincing you of sin, humbling you, and bowing youndq then cheering you, comforting you, enlighten-
ing you, guiding you, relieving you, sustaining ysanctifying you. Oh, what light He brings! Whi¢ |
He brings! What love He brings! What joy He bringfghen the Spirit of God is in the midst of God’s
people, what merry days they have! What days ofdreapon earth!

Does not this fact that Christ is among His peblew us that He must be divine? How can He be
everywhere in all the assemblies of His people amlde is the omnipresent God? There may be pro-
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fessing Christians who feel a kind of fellowshipthwSocinians, but | have none. | will not call them
Unitarians, for | am as truly a Unitarian myselfasy of them can be. | no more believe in threesgod
than | believe in thirty gods. There is but one Godne, and therefore | am in that sense a Unitaria
and Socinians have no right to the name merelyusecthey deny the Godhead of our Lord Jesus. We
believe Father, Son and Holy Spirit to be one Gad,Jesus Christ is God, and whoever casts thit tru
away casts away eternal life. How can he enterhetven if he does not know Christ as the evenigsti
Son of the Father? He must be God, since He hasiged to be in ten thousand places at one time, and
no mere man could do that.

Next, where is the Lord in the assembld@ has promised to be with His people, but whelde8
“There am lin the midst of them.Not up in the corner, but here in the midst ohths the Lord. He is
the center to which all saints gather. He is theiauthe heavens lighting all. He is the hearthi& midst
of the body giving life to all the members, “In thedst of them.” Is not that delightful? The Loresiis
Christ does not come into the assembly of His petpbless the minister only. No, you are all elyual
near in proportion to the grace of nearness yoe hageived. He is in the midst of you, in the cenfe
all hearts. Like the center of a wheel, from whadhthe spokes radiate, Jesus Christ is the midfitbe
company. Armies place the king or some great gémethe heart of the host, in the place of hond a
command, so, as our army marches to battle, oug ksinn the center. The King is in the midst of the
saints in all His glory, and His presence is tlstiength and their assurance of victory. Glorydeur
present Lord, He is in the midst of us now.

And if He is in the midst of His peopleshat will He do?Why, He is there to sanction every little
gathering of His people—to say to the twos anderéYou are not Dissenters, for you have met with
Me. You are not Nonconformists, you are confornete, and | am one with you. You are the Estab-
lished Church—you two or three. | have establispea in My everlasting love, those that meet in My
name | have established them, and | have endovesd, tand the gates of hell shall not prevail against
them. | sanction your assemblies if you are My pedpe is thereto blessthose who supplicate and
adore. But, mark you, the text does not say thisoirmany words, and do not you say it, brothers and
sisters, next time you pray. Did | not hear you, sagrd, You have said, ‘Where two or three are met
together in My name, there am | in the midst ofrthand that to bless them, and do them goodrtiat
last little bit is your own. That addition is nat ihe Bible, for it is not the Lord’s way to say atmever
needs be said. What other blessing do we needdhast in the midst of us? If He is there, the bieg
is not what He gives, biHe Himself is the blessingf is not what He doed, is Himself.It is not even
what He saysit is Himself Oh, blessed be His name for what He gives, aadgsbd be His name for
what He does, and blessed be His name for whatike but still more blessed be His name because He
Himselfloved us, and gavdimselffor us, and now comddimselfinto the midst of His people.

Now, dear friends, if Christ Himself is in the meicbf His people, He will bring us peace, just as H
did when He dropped into the assembly of the eletrendoors being shut. He stood and said, “Peace b
unto you!” and when He had said that He showed tH&Thands and His side. It was Himself, His own
peace, and His own person which made His discgles. Then He said, “As My Father has sent Me,
even so send | you.” This was His own commissiomfiHis own lips to His own servants, and having
said this, He breathed on them and said, “Recemetlye Holy Spirit.” Thus His own breath and His
own Spirit coming upon them made them strong fovise, and that is what He means when He says, “I
am in the midst of them.”

Does not this make our meetings delightful—Chrighe midst of us? Does not this make our meet-
ings important? How one ought to strain a poinbeahere! If we have met with Christ before we khal
not bear to be away. We shall long to meet Himrmagand count it a great denial if we must be absent
Does not this make our meetings influential? Thingrangs of God’s people are centers of influence.
When the gathering contains but two or three, ifi€hs there, the eternal power and Godhead are pr
sent, and out of this Zion, the perfection of bga@od has shined. Where even two or three are met
together, and He is in the midst of them, “thereaks He the arrows of the bow, the sword, and the
shield, and the battle.” He will make His power Wwmp and the glory of His grace shall go forth ofit o
those little companies even to the ends of théveart

“Where two or three, with sweet accord,
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Obedient to their sovereign Lord,

Meet to recount His acts of grace,

And offer solemn prayer and praise,
‘There,” says the Savior, ‘will | be,
Amid this little company:

To them unveil My smiling face,

And shed My glories round the place.”

“Oh, but,” you say, “the pulpit is the great povegrGod, is it not?” | answer; it is so becausehs t
prayers of God’s people. One may speak, but whttaif unless the rest shall pray? Preaching is<God
ordinance—His battle-ax and weapons of war, budaaas the church is concerned, the arm that wields
these weapons must be the prayer of the whole bbthe faithful—the gathering together of the saint
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. “Wherefonesdke not the assembling of yourselves togetiser, a
the manner of some is,” but come together as @eyou have opportunity, not neglecting other dutie
but balancing them one with the other. He saysekS@u My face.” Let your cry be, “Your face, Lord,
will we seek.” When Sir Thomas Abney was Lord Magbt.ondon, in the middle of the banquet which
takes place on the first night, he disappeared fquarter-of-an-hour, and when he came back, kecai
the friends around him that he had been keepingrticplar engagement with a most intimate friend,
and so he had retired for a while. That appointmexd to have family prayer with his household ia th
Mansion House, and that gathering for prayer heldvoat have given up on any account whatever. Say
to all other things, “You must stand back, | havpaaticular appointment, | must meet the Lord Jesus
Christ with two or three of His people. He says tHa will be there, and | should not like Him toysa
‘Where is My servant? Where is My son? Where isddyghter? Are they absent when | am here?””

It is such a blessing to get to know the Lord 3gsrsonally. | heard the other day of a famous inf
del, an agnostic—that is, an ignoramus, a persamkmiows nothing—and he went to a certain house to
meet an elderly lady of considerable literary renotte was told that she believed in the Word of God
and was a faithful follower of the Lord Jesus, andhe thought that he would have a word with her be
fore he went away. “Madam,” he said, “I have bestorished to hear one thing of you. | hear that you
believe in the Bible.” “Yes, sir,” she said, “evempord of it.” “And pray, Madam,” he said, “however
did you come to believe in that book?” She repli€he of the principal reasons that | have for deli
ing in the Book is that | am intimately acquaintedh the Author of it.” That was a blessed answer.
Faith gets to know Christ, and so, knowing Chiastgd meeting Him in the midst of His people, it be-
comes armed against all unbelief, and goes foriksiarmor conquering and to conquer. So will it be
with you, beloved, if you meet the Well-belovedraan your closets, and if you add to this a freque
attendance at the holy assembly. | pray you; doletotis have to complain that one of you is away.
Come always. My heart will rejoice if our meetingee filled with men and women who seek there
communion with Jesus. Come, for Jesus is with osa&; for it would be most unseemly for Him to be
here and you away. | pray you come, and make thusé like heaven, which is thronged with shining
ones who rejoice because Jesus is in their miaserA
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