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“And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD.”
Leviticus 1:5.

YOU remember that last Sabbath day we spoke oftiings vitally essential to a true sacrifice, and
the first upon which we then enlarged was the lgyin of the hands of the offerer upon the victiy, b
which he accepted it as his sacrifice, and madgiaal transfer of his sin from himself to the ot
[“Putting the Hand Upon the Head of the Sacrificélb. 1771. Now, the second essential thing, of which we are
to speak this morning, is this—that the victim thesaring the guilt of the offerer must be Killet i
blood must be shed before the Lord. Nothing shbitsodeath by violence would render it atonement
for the offerer, “He shall kill the bullock.” You i/ find this order continually repeated whenevesaa-
rifice is spoken of.

As | said on the last occasion, | feel great &attgon in this time of my weakness in being peteat
to speak to you about essential things. It was ydwastigma upon the character of Caligula that he
gathered his watrriors, and fitted out his shipsl when the people of Rome looked for some great add
tion to the empire by the vast naval expeditionsineply anchored his vessels near the beach, asel ba
his legions advance upon the shore and gathersstnatl pebbles, and carry them home as trophies of
their undisputed conquest. He trifled where he khbave struggled, spent time and labor upon nsatter
of no importance, and neglected the weighty businésis kingdom. We shall not do so today, we have
nothing to do with shells and stones, we have twvitlo matters worth more than gold or pearls, teing
essential to eternal life, and vital to the salwatof the souls of men.

Neither have | this morning a controversial topmon which to debate before you. However im-
portant controversy may sometimes be, we are gl taway from its strife, and to consider a daoetri
around which true believers gather in hearty unigydectrine which must be taken for granted in the
Christian church, which lies at the very root aiftlr, and in the very heart of true religion. Withcon-
troversy, great is this mystery of godliness thati€§ manifest in the flesh must die for sin, dnetvise
sin cannot be put away. You remember what the Gsagk when he heard an old philosopher with
hoary head and grey beard disputing upon how & fi@oodness!” he said, “if at his age he is disput
upon that subject, when will he be able to pradiiseconclusions should he arrive at one?” Truipaly
say to you to whom | have so long ministered, if ave forever to be learning and never coming to
knowledge of the truth, what will become of usWw# are to have nothing but questionable matteds lai
before us, when shall the time come for the agioakession and enjoyment of the blessings of the go
pel? At this hour my theme is such that | speajow without diffidence or hesitation. In this ca%ee
believe and are sure.” Concerning our Lord JesussCilthe great sacrifice for sin, it was esserthal
He should die, for only through the blood which kfeed on Calvary for human guilt can there be
preached among men the remission of sins—

“What can wash away my stain?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

What can make me whole again?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

This is all my hope and peace—

Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

This is all my righteousness—

Nothing but the blood of Jesus!”
May the Holy Spirit lay home the blood of atonemtnbur consciences at this time to the glory otlGo
and our own peace!
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|. Concerning the killing and slaying of the offerirayr first point is that it was ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAL. The pouring out of the blood of the unttwas of the very essence of the type. The death
of Christ by blood-shedding was absolutely necgsgamake Him an acceptable sacrifice for sin. “It
behooved Christ to suffer.” He could only entepittie presence of God with His own blood. He could
not be the grain of wheat which brings forth muehtfunless He should die.

Remember that although there were important nsa#teout the victim, yet nothing would have been
of use if it had not been slain. The Israelite igtetuan unblemished bullock, but the fact of itsnigeun-
blemished did not make it atonement for sin. Noldanany faultless bullocks and lambs still fedhe t
plains of Sharon. If the most perfect animal hadegaway from the altar alive it would have effected
nothing whatever by way of atonement. It must belemished in order to be an offering at all; stt8,
perfections did not make it a sacrifice until itsaldlled. No matter what could be said of that bci, it
may have been the most laborious animal throughlbigrael, it may have dragged the plow to and fro
or even drawn the wagon loaded with the harvesgtiiat was nothing to make it a sacrifice for $in.
must die, and its blood must be sprinkled uponditer, or else the offerer has brought no accegtabl
oblation. All its life and its labor would not ssity.

Nor would it be enough to bring the bullock thared dedicate it to God. Some animals which had
been dedicated to the divine service were usetlandtawing of the wagons which carried the sacred
furniture through the wilderness, but they were sentrifices for all that, neither did they avait the
bearing away of sin. It was indispensably necesat/the bullock should be without blemish, it was
necessary that it should be voluntarily dedicate@od, but if it had not been killed, there woukva
been no presentation of an offering according &divine law, or any easing of the conscience ef th
Israelite. Even so, Jesus mds#, His perfect nature, His arduous labor, His blaseléde, His perfect
consecration could avail us nothing without thedslreg of His blood for many, for the remission of.s
So far from His death being a mere adjunct and losian of His life, it is the most important matter
connected with Him, it stands in the foregrounds the head and front of His redeeming work. \\&-ju
ly value Him for His example, and for His livingt@rcession, but in the business of atonement,beis
yond all things necessary that we view Him as tamh slain.

Now notice thathis was expressly declared by God in the Jewishbdaok in express wordkindly
turn in this Book of Leviticus to the 1&hapter, and there read in the eleventh verse,ttfeolife of the
flesh is in the blood: and | have given it to yquoo the altar to make an atonement for your sdoist
is the blood that makes an atonement for the stiuk”not the burning of the victim, it is not tHaying
of it or the washing of it, it is the shedding t& blood—that is to say, the taking of its life,ialhmakes
it an atonement for sin. | need not quote anotHdrT@stament text, because this is so completetlyego
point, and so fully covers the whole of the grouhde atonement is not the animal itself, but theodl
of the animal, which blood represents its life.

As tothe entire Scriptures, they teem with statementkisftruth | will only call to your recollec-
tion a few prominent passages; to collect themvallld be impossible. When a child gathers flowars i
the spring meadows when they are all golden wighkihgcups, he fills his hands once, but he is atmo
persuaded to throw away what he has gathered ¢hatady pluck yet more from the inexhaustible store
around him. So | do feel that what | now bring lvefgou might fitly be exchanged for another selec-
tion, yes, for many such, if time did not fail us.

In the Old Testament, one of the most instructyyes of redemption ever given is that of the Pass-
over lamb. When God was about to smite Egypt Henged to spare His people, and in order to their
safety He bade each family take a lamb, kill it @prinkle the blood upon the lintel and the twaesi
posts of their door. Then they were to stay withia house till morning, and the destroying angeliigo
not touch so much as one of them. What is expresstyby God Himself about this passing-over? Hear
the words and wonderingly drink in their teachifi@ghd when | see the blood, | will pass over you.”
There was never a fuller type of the redemptioQlbfist; | hardly think one so full, as that of thass-
ing-over of Israel through the blood of the pasdaatb, but the essence of that passing-over is dis-
played to us in this sentence—“When | see the hlbadll pass over you.” God’s eye resting upon the
evidence of a life having been taken instead oftheer’s life is the reason why He passes ovesitite
ner so that he does not die.
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When Isaiah, the great evangelical prophet, spokeerning Him upon whom the Lord laid our in-
iquity, he mentions His death as the main caustiofjlorious reward. The last verse of th&’sBapter
of Isaiah is the culminating point of the wholedathruns thus, “Therefore will | divide Him a pam
with the great, and He shall divide the spoil witle strong; because He has poured out His soul unto
death.” It is a wonderful expression, it shows tGhtist must die, or else He could not achievevibe
tory for us, nor share the spoil. He must pourtdistsoul, He must relinquish life, must pour it dax-
ishly, as though He possessed much of it. He maent flow like water gushing in a river from the
smitten rock. This He must do voluntarily and withstint—“pouring out His soul unto death” till nen
remained, and the bottom of the vessel was reaichéeéath. It is clear that if He had not done this,
had done nothing, for the victory comes to Him luseaof this, not because He kept His soul free from
spot, not because He preached righteousness igréa¢ congregation, not because of anything else
which Jesus did was He rewarded, but the victordmesl was that “He poured out His soul unto death.”
This is the verdict, not only of the Holy Spirit the inspired prophecy, but also of all that dweth
God above, for they sing with sweet accord befbesthrone—"“A new song, saying, You are worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: éar Were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and peapid, nation.”

In the New Testament the passages abound whicforsetthe doctrine upon which we are now
speaking. Look at that passage in Hebrews 9:12reThve are told expressly, “Without shedding of
blood there is no remission.” There is no remis&grihe life of Christ, no remission by the teachof
Christ, no remission by our repentance, no renmsbipour faith,apart from the shedding of the blood
of Christ, by whom alone sin is put away. This égative, but in this case the negative is as stesng
the most positive statement could be, for if withsliedding of blood there is no remission of duent
we see how all-important that blood-shedding besonfeyou desire a positive statement, a sentence
rises to our lips at once—“The blood of Jesus CGlitis Son cleanses us from all sin.” Observe, het t
life, not the incarnation, not the resurrectiont tiee second coming of the Lord Jesus, but Hisdloo
His death, the giving up of His life, is that whicleanses us from all sin. This is that purginghvays-
sop of which David speaks when he laments hisagid,yet looks to be made whiter than snow by the
free pardon of his God.

This truth is the subject of all true gospel preag. Do you not know how Paul puts it—*The
preaching of the cross is to them that perish,isbakss; but unto us which are saved, it is thegp@#
God.” “For,” he says, “the Jews require a sign, HrelGreeks seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ
crucified.” It is not Christ in any other positiobyt Christ as crucified, Christ as made a curseigaup-
on the tree, that is the first and most prominant that we are called to preach among the sonseaof
“In whom we have redemption through His blood, fibrgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace.” Take away this substitutionary death of bord, and you have taken all away. Without the
death of Jesus there remains nothing for us buhdéaget the Crucified One, and you have forgotte
the only name by which we can be saved. Oh, thaifalou would trust in Him “Whom God has set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His bl to declare His righteousness for the remission
sins that are past, through the forbearance of"God.

My brethren, this is the cause of the saints bainigeaven. In the first chapter of the Book of the
Revelation, verse five, we have the doxology, wtbelgins, “Unto Him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in His own blood.” Thus say all tHerdied. Further on we are told concerning thenssi
“They have washed their robes, and made them whitee blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they be-
fore the throne of God, and serve Him day and nighdis temple: and He that sits on the thronelshal
dwell among them.” This is the true reading of 14 verse of the last chapter of the Book of Revela-
tion “Blessed are they that wash their robes they tmay have the right to the tree of life, and reater
in by the gates into the city.” Thus the passporglory is the precious blood of Jesus. Accessad G
either on earth or in heaven, is only by the blobthe Son of God.

Now and then we meet with some squeamish persansaiss, “I cannot bear the mention of the
word, blood.” Such individuals will be horrified this morningadit is intended that they should be. Sin
is such a horrible thing that God has appointesdltm wash it away, that the very horror which the
thought of it causes may give you some notion efttrrible nature of sin as God judges it. It i$ no
without a dreadful blood-shedding that your drehdjuilt could by any possibility be cleansed. Sin-
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bearing, and suffering for sin, can never be pleiagangs, neither should the type which setstitifdoe
pleasing to the observer. On great days of saerifie courts of the tabernacle must have seemedlik
shambles, and fitly so, that all might be struckhwhe deadly nature of sin.

If it is so, that the blood of Jesus is mentionethe songs of heaven, let it not be forgottethim
hymns of earth—

“To Him that loved the souls of men,

And washed us in His blood,

To royal honors raised our head,

And made us priests to God.

To Him let every tongue be praise,

And every heart be love!

All grateful honors paid on earth,

And nobler songs above!”
The church militant is called upon continually toramemorate the blood-shedding. As often as we
gather to the Communion Table we may ask the questrhe cup of blessing which we bless, is it not
the communion of the blood of Christ?” At the sactable we show the death of our Lord until He
comes. He says to us in express words, “This isoMgd of the new testament, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.” He bids you remember htood as you drink of the fruit of the vine, sayi
“This cup is the new testament in My blood.” Take blood away, and the communion of the Lord’s
Supper has gone, there remains nothing but thesRaopass which is so blasphemously called an un-
bloody sacrifice for the quick and the dead.

Forget not that every person gathering to thdetabcommunion is, if he is what he professesdp b
a consecrated man, and how comes he to be sorthigaeason—*You are not your own, for you are
bought with a price”? We are redeemed unto Gochbyblood of Jesus. “You were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, but witk firecious blood of Christ, as of a lamb withoanhish
and without spot.” It is the blood that makes yduatvyou are, and the blood that permits you toyenjo
what God has prepared for you, so that in every yaaysee the absolute essentiality of the deatheof
great Sacrifice.

Here let us further consider thadgath is the result and penalty of sifiFre soul that sins, it shall
die.” “Sin, when it is finished, brings forth dedttiThe wages of sin is death.” It was right thiaétSub-
stitute should bear a similar chastisement to Wiath would have fallen upon the sinner. Our Savior
did not endure annihilation, for that is not theamieg of death, neither the first nor the seconatide
should be so explained. Jesus was not annihilbtéd;le bore the pain, the loss, the ruin, the sdijoa,
the overwhelming which is intended by death. He exen forsaken of God, so that He cried out, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” The penalas death, and therefore Jesus was exceeding-
ly sorrowful even unto death. He laid down His liée us, and became obedient to death, even thtt dea
of the cross. The law demanded death, and deatfaltles upon our great Covenant Head, “In due time
Christ died for the ungodly.”

There is great comfort to my soul in this, fothé Lord Jesus has paid the capital sentence,ngpthi
remains unpaid. “He that is dead is freed from”siimat is to say, if the law has killed the marcan
ask no more of him, he must be free from furtheargh of guilt. When the criminal has died he hds su
fered the last sentence of the law, and is now teys jurisdiction. Our Lord Jesus has died thst far
the unjust, and as that which He has borne is ngtless than death, it must cover all that is due t
sin—

“He bore on the tree the sentence for me,

And now both the Surety and sinner are free.”
Since Jesus has died unto sin once, He dies no, meath has no more dominion over Him, He has
borne the last and most far-reaching penalty ofdte and there can be nothing left upon the sddi.
atonement was a complete redemption. If you werdeint, and were bound to pay so much every
month, you would be very grateful to a friend withmgld step in and pay several installments for you.
But if one of more liberal spirit discharged theoMhamount your gratitude would be deep and over-
flowing. Let us rejoice that the Lord Jesus Chhas evidently, by His substitutionary sacrifice put
away, not a part and a portion of our sin, butwhele of it. By bearing death itself He has remoaéd
our legal obligations, and has placed us beyonddaaeh of further demands. “Christ has redeemed us
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from the curse of the law, being made a curse $6r Mow we may sing to Him who has removed our
transgressions from us as far as the east is fnerwest.

This death of Christ was also absolutely necessaryhe clearing of the troubled conscienéa
awakened conscience will never be quieted withrangtless than the blood of the Lamb; it restdat t
sight of the great Sacrifice, but nowhere else.ofAstience smarting under a sense of sin is an une-
qgualled fountain of misery. Let conscience oncerbéyscourge the sinner, and he will find it tothe
most terribly tormentor out of hell. | do not knavihether the prophet Isaiah was really sawn asunger
Manasseh, but we know that some of the saintsredffénat torture, yet surely a saw that should grad
ally cut a man in half from head to foot is a famtture of what conscience can do when it begins t
operate upon the mind with all its cutting forceh&Va divine atonement that must be which calms the
storms of an accusing conscience and gives theatadting peace. Some may trifle with their con-
sciences, but where God is at work men dare neingtt it. The most important thing in the world to a
sensible man is the condition of his consciencthat is restless he is in an evil case. ThomakeFuh
his quaint way tells us that he one day asked ghbering minister to preach for him, when he called
upon a short visit. “No,” said the other, “I cannfiir | am not prepared.” “But,” said Fuller, “thgl
you are unprepared, | am sure you will preach eedlugh to satisfy my people.” His friend answered,
“That may be true, but | could not preach well egioto satisfy my own conscience.” There’s the rub
with a true man. We cannot live well enough tos$gtour conscience, and we cannot pray well enough
to satisfy our conscience. A really tender consmeis as greedy as the horseleech which cries g'Giv
Give!"—it asks for perfection, and as we cannotdemit by reason of sin, conscience will never eeas
its outcries till it is quieted with the precioumbd of Jesus Christ. Once let us see Jesus oftgregbon
the cross for sin, and our heart feels that inisugh. When God is well pleased we may well bessati
fied, and go our way enjoying peace with God frtwait time and forever.

Thus much, then, upon our first point, for mangsens it was absolutely essential that our great
Sacrifice should die.

Il. Secondly, we will with great delight meditate upibie fact that the death of Christ is EFFEC-
TUALLY PREVALENT. Other offerings, though duly shai did nothing thoroughly, did nothing last-
ingly, did nothing really, by way of expiation, ftre Scripture says, “It is not possible that theot of
bulls and of goats should take away sins.” The pufication is only found in the death of the Sain
God. When our Lord was fastened to the tree, aled ctit is finished,” and gave up the ghost, Hel ha
finished transgression, made an end of sin, andghitoin everlasting righteousness. By offering one
sacrifice for sins forever the work was done, theuaing record was altogether blotted out. Why was
there such cleansing power in the Redeemer’s blbad8wer, for several reasons.

First, because dhe glory of His personust think who He was! He was none other than"Light
of light, very God of very God.” He counted it mobbery to be equal with God, yet He took upon Him-
self our nature, and was born of a virgin. His hedul dwelt in a perfectly pure body, and to this t
Godhead was united. “For in Him dwells all the ies of the Godhead bodily.” Now, for this gloripus
this sinless, this divine person, to die is an antathing. For the Lord of angels, Creator of aihgs,
sustaining all things by the power of His word—Fim, | say, to bow His head to death as a vindica-
tion of the law is an inconceivably majestic recemge to the honor of eternal justice. Never cousd |
tice be more gloriously exalted in the presencentdlligent beings than by the Lord of all subnmigi
Himself to its requirements. There must be an itdimerit about His death, a worth unutterable, im-
measurable. | think if there had been a million ld®to redeem, their redemption could not have heed
ed more than this “sacrifice of Himself.” If the wle universe, teeming with worlds as many as the
sands on the seashore, had required to be ranstiméodne giving up of the ghost would have sutfice
as a full price for them all. However gross thaiitswhich sin may have rendered to the law, theigtm
be all forgotten, since Jesus magnified the lavamandantly, and made it so honorable by His ddath.
believe in the special design of our Lord’s atondegth, but | will yield to no one in my belief the
absolutely infinite value of the offering which ouord Jesus has presented, the glory of His person
ders the idea of limitation an insult.

Next, consider th@erfection of our Lord’s charactetn Him was no sin, nor tendency to sin. He
was “holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate fromess.” In His character we see every virtue st it
best. He is incomparable. If He therefore diede ‘st for the unjust,” what must be the merit wéls a
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death? His righteousness has such sweetnessat dlt the ill-savor of our transgression is puag by
it; it is no wonder that by the obedience of su@na as this second Adam many are made righteous.

Think next, dear friends, @he nature of the death of Christnd you will be helped to see how ef-
fectual it must be. It was not a death by disease)d age, but a death of violence, well symbalibg
the killing of the victim at the altar. He did nadie in His bed, sleeping Himself out of the woithd He
was taken by wicked hands, and scourged, and gpit,.and then fastened up to die a felon’s death. H
was a cruel doom, human malice could scarcely nmaxented any method of execution more sure to
create pain and anguish than death by hangingtiee afastened by nails driven through hands aed fe
In addition to His physical pain, our Lord was dpn&exed in spirit. His soul-sufferings were thaikof
His sufferings, “He was exceedingly sorrowful evarto death.” Heaven refused its smile; His mind
was left in darkness. To be frowned upon of God aaart of the punishment of our sin, and He was
not spared that direst and bitterest woe. God Himgaed away His face from Him, and left Him in
the dark. He died a dishonorable death, yes, adulsath—"As it is written, cursed is everyone that
hangs on a tree.” Now, for the Son of God to dml die in such a manner, was a marvel. Never martyr
died crying that he was forsaken of his God. Thestedtion was the lowest depth of the Savior’'s grief
and since He died thus | can well understand tleah&t thereby made an ample atonement for the sins
of all who believe in Him. Oh, great atonement of blessed Lord, my sins are swallowed up in You!
Looking to the cross and to the pierced heart sfigeny Lord, | am assured that if | am washed & Hi
blood I shall be whiter than snow.

And then think otthe spirit in which our Lord and Savior bore alighMartyrs who have died for
the faith have only paid the debt of nature agliiefore its time, for they would have died soardat-
er, but our Lord needed not to have died at allséld of His life, “No man takes it from Me, bufl it
down of Myself.” The pouring out of His soul unteath was not in the power of man until the Lord
was pleased to yield Himself a sacrifice. “He galmmself for me.” He laid down His life for His shee
Out of love to God and man He willingly drank okethppointed cup, the only compulsion which He
knew was His own desire to bless His chosen, “Rerjoy that was set before Him He endured the
cross, despising the shame.” Oh, it was splendinbyl, that life of our Lord, the Spirit which guad it
lights it up with an unrivalled brightness! Ohwias splendidly died, that death of our Lord, foruent
up to the cross with such willing submission thdiacame His throne! The crown of thorns was such a
diadem as emperor never wore, it was made of tedesorrows of His people—sorrows ended by their
encircling His own majestic head. On the cross ¢igad His enemies and made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it. In the act of death kled the handwriting of ordinances that were agfai
us to His cross, and so destroyed the condemningpof the law. O glorious Christ, there must be in
finite merit in such a death as Yours, enduredichsa style!

And then | bid you to remember once mtre covenant character which Christ sustainfed when
He was crucified we thus judge that one died foraadd in Him all died. He was not slain as a peva
individual, but He was put to death as a represiestanan. God had entered into covenant with Christ
and He was the surety of that covenant, therefasebtdod is called “the blood of the everlastingeo
nant.” Remember the expression of the apostle wherspeaks of “the blood of the covenant with
which we are sanctified”? Neither the first nor #exond covenant were dedicated without blood, but
the new covenant was established by no blood dtbehut by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christt tha
great Shepherd of the sheep. When He offered Hidgelvas accepted in that character and capacity in
which God had regarded Him from before the fourmhetiof the world, so that what He did He did as
the Covenant-head of His people. It was meet tleeshoduld die for us, seeing He had assumed the posi
tion of the second Adam, being constituted our faldelead and Representative. The chastisement of
our peace was upon Him because He condescendedaioebflesh with us, and with His stripes we are
healed because there is a covenant union betweérhus much upon the effectual prevalence of that
great Sacrifice: a theme so vast that one miglargalupon it throughout all time.

IIl. Beloved friends, it seems to me that no one wilWriorbid my saying, thirdly, that the fact of
the necessity for the death of the Lord Jesus TENSELY INSTRUCTIVE. Listen while | repeat the
lessons very briefly, you can enlarge upon themnafwal go from here to meditate in solitude.

Must the victims die? Must Jesus bleed? Thendeiee what is claimed by our righteous Gétk
claims our life, He claimed of the offering its bth which is the life thereof, He justly requirdseach
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of us our whole life. We must not dream of satisfyiGod with formal prayers, or occasional alms-
deeds, or outward ceremonies, or a half-heartegkreace. He must have our heart, and soul, and mind
and strength—all that makes our true self, thedffeur being. Dead works are worthless befordithe

ing God. He claims our life, and He will have iteoway or another, either by its being perfectlyntpe

His service, or else by its being smitten down @atth as the righteous punishment of rebellion. islor
the demand unjust. Did He not make us, and doesdt@reserve us? Should He not receive homage
from the creatures of His hands?

Next, must the sacrifice die? Theee the evil of sift is not such a trifle as certain men imagirte. |
is a deadly evil, a killing poison. God Himselfhmman form took human guilt upon Him, the sin was
none of His, it was only imputed to Him, but whea Was made sin for us, and bore our iniquitiegethe
was no help for it, He must die! Even He must diievas not possible that the cup should pass from
Him. A voice was heard from the throne—“Awake, Od8ey against My Shepherd, and against the man
that is My fellow, says the Lord of hosts: smite tBhepherd!” So unflinching is divine justice tlitat
will not, cannot, spare sin, let it be where it mag, not even when that guilt is not the persamis,
but is only taken up by Him as a substitute. Sirerekier it is must be smitten with the sword of Heat
this is a law fixed and unalterable. Who, then] vake pleasure in transgression? Will not everynma
who loves his own life awaken himself to fight agaiiniquity? Sinner, shake off your sin, as Paul
shook off the viper into the fire. Do not dally tiit. Pray God that you may have done with itslai
horrible and a grievous thing, and God says to“@hy do not this abominable thing which | hate.”d5o
help you to flee from all iniquity.

Next, learn the love of GadBehold how He loved you and me! He must punish lsut He must
saveus, and so He gives His Son to die in our place. llstw go too far if | say that in giving His Son
the Lord God gave Himself, for Jesus is one withFather. We cannot divide the Substance though we
distinguish the Persons, thus God Himself madeeam@mt for sin committed against Himself. The
church is “the flock of God which He has purchaseith His own blood.” Wonder of wonders! Truly
love is strong as death as we see it in the hédsbd! “Scarcely for a righteous man will one dyet
perhaps for a good man some would even dare tdBdieGod commends His love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”dls a heaped-up marvel! Behold what manner of love
the Father has bestowed upon us!

Nextlearn how Christ has made an end of. < is laid on Him and He dies, then sin is daad
buried, if it is sought for it cannot be found. &keof finality, this is the truest and surest finality that
ever was, or ever shall be. “If a man dies shaliveeagain?” Not as before. If Christ died, whathere
after death? Nothing but the judgment, and lo, blaes to that judgment, “Being raised from the dead
He dies no more, death has no more dominion owver."Hihis is our joy because neither sin nor death
can have dominion over us for who Christ died, whd died in Him. Christ has made an end of sin. His
one offering has perfected forever the set-apaton

These are but a few of the great lessons whicimay learn from the necessity that the Sacrifice
should be slain. | pray you learn them well. Maghtive engraved on your hearts by the Holy Spirit.

I\V. And so | shall close by saying that this blessdujesat is not only full of instruction, but it is
ENERGETICALLY INSPIRING.

First, this inspires us witthe spirit of consecratianWhen | think that | could not be saved except
by the death of Jesus, then | feel that | am nobmg, but bought with a price. | remember readihg o
Charles Simeon, the famous evangelical clergymadamhbridge that he was one day thrown from his
horse, and was fearful that he had sustained sempury. When he had recovered from the forcehef t
fall, he stretched out his right arm, felt it, ambing that there was not a bone broken, he coasedt
that arm anew to the living God, who had so graglippreserved it. Then he examined his left arm and
found it all right, and so held that up, and detdidat anew unto divine service. He did the samth wi
his head, his legs, and his whole body. As | waskthg over this subject | felt as if | must go ovay
body, soul, and spirit, and dedicate all to thaard8avior by whose blood | am altogether redeemed
from death and hell. “Bless the Lord, O my sould afl that is within me bless His holy name.” Agrh
not cast away from God, as | am not destroyed,aas hot in torment, not in hell, | dedicate to Goy
blood-bought spirit, soul, and body from this daytl to be the Lord’s as long as | live. Brothensl a
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sisters, do you not feel the same? | pray God thlg Bpirit to make you do so in a very practicalrma
ner. This doctrine of the death of Christ oughihtpire you till you sing—

“Jesus, spotless Lamb of God,

You have bought me with Your blood.

I would value nothing beside Jesus—

Jesus crucified.

| am Yours and Yours alone,

This | gladly, fully own.

And in all my works and ways,

Only now would seek Your praise.”
Next, this truth should create in adonging after the greatest holinegsr we should say, “Did sin Kill
my Savior? Then | will kill sin! Could | not be sad from sin except by His precious blood? Then, O
sin, | will be revenged upon you! | will drive yawut by the help of God’s Spirit. | will not enduyeu,
nor harbor you. | will make no provision for thesh. As sin was the death of Christ for me, sosthri
shall be the death of sin in me.”

Does not this inspire you witlireat love for the Lord Jesug?an you look at His dear wounds, and
not be wounded with love for Him? Are not His wosras mouths which plead with you to yield Him
all your hearts? Can you gaze upon His face wét blbody sweat, and then go away and be ensnared
with the world’s painted beauties? Heard you evea vooer dressed in such robes of love as those
which Jesus wore? Did ever love use such sacredsrteawin the beloved heart as Christ has done?
What can any one of us do but answer Him thus—

“Here, Lord, | give myself away,
‘Tis all that | can do”?

Do you not think that this solemn truth shouldpins us withgreat zeal for the salvation of others?
As Christ laid down His life for us, should we @y ourselves out for perishing souls, and if neagg
lay down our lives for the brethren? Should we praictice self-denial in our labors to bring menlés
sus? Should we not joyfully toil, and cheerfullyabeeproach, if by any means we may save some?

| think if this subject should go home to our hsar would be beneficial to us in a thousand ways,
and make us better soldiers of the cross, clodkemfers of the Lamb. | pray that God the Holy Spiri
may place it in the center of our souls, and kédpere. It will bring with it peace and rest. Wélyould
we be troubled, since Jesus died? It will fill emouths with praises. Hallelujah to the Lamb thas wa
slain, who has redeemed us by His blood! It wilwdrus into closer communion with Him. If He loved
us and died for us, we must live with Him, and iimiHand to Him. Surely it will also make us long to
behold Him! Oh, for the vision of the Crucified! \&fh shall we see the face that was so marred for us?
When shall we behold the hands and feet which teanail marks still, and look into the woundedesid
bejeweled with the spear wound? Oh, when shall evddne with all our sins and griefs, forever to be-
hold Him shine and see Him still before us? Oh, wéleall we be—

“Far from a world of grief and sin,

With God eternally shut in"?
Till then our hope, our solace, our glory, our gigtare all found in the blood of the Lamb, to whbm
glory forever and ever. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—HEBREWS 9.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—427, 291, 428.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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