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“Quicken me after Your lovingkindness; so shall Ekp the testimony of Your mouth.”
Psalm 119:88.

WHEN David wrote this part of the psalm he was ewuitly beset by many enemies who sought to
destroy him, and it is exceedingly important toenehat part of himself he guarded with the mosecar
Which part of his nature did he regard as the naal? Where did he hold the shield that he might b
screened from the darts of the foe? We observehibgirayer is very little about his body, or hesnt
poral interests. Like other men, he desired to tesgrved in life and kept in prosperity, but hisirma
prayer is not about these matters. Evidently hisfdhought is concerning his soul, his charads,
adherence to God’'s word, his steadfastness in dhbk. fObserve the current of his supplication—
“Quicken me after Your lovingkindness; so shalekp the testimony of your mouth.” He is not so anx-
ious to keep his health, or to keep his houseg d&eeep his crown, or even to keep his life, asshihat
he may keep the testimony of God’'s mouth. O brethegerything is right when the heart is right, and
everything is wrong when the soul is wrong. We @r@spering even when we lose our wealth if we
grow in grace, but we are in the direst advergten if we are growing rich, if we become spirityal
poor. Starve your soul, and you will be wretcheddathe dainties of a king’s table, but let your kbe
satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and a diohéerbs will be better to you than a stalled okReT
first thing, the main thing, the chief thing, isatlthe heart be kept true towards God and His wooah-
cerning this David prays.

| would call to your notice this morning, firdtis intense desirevhich is that he may keep the tes-
timony of God’s mouth. Secondljs consequent prayerising out of that desire, “Quicken me after
Your lovingkindness; so shall | keep the testimofyour mouth.” When we have spoken upon those
two points we shall then endeavor to use the wteleby way of showindpis holy example-a lesson
to all believing people in all ages to strive afjeickened spiritual life that they may keep thstiteony
of God’s mouth.

I. First, in these words of David, we have HIS INTENBESIRE that he might keep the testimony
of God’s mouth.

This desirevas founded in a high esteem of God’s watd viewed the divine revelation as coming
directly from Jehovah’s own mouth. To some men kiwky book is no more inspired than the plays of
Shakespeare or the poems of Milton. We have irDideTestament, they say, the sacred writings of the
Jews, which deserve to be treated with great réspad this is all. David thought not so, and thank
God, we join with David in his opinion. David spsaif God’s word, though he had but a small portion
of it compared with what we have, as “the testimoh{od’s mouth.” To me there is no explanation of
those words except that which involves verbal ardllible inspiration. The testimony of God’s mouth
must be given in words. God’s heart has thoughts 3md’s mouth has words, and words from the om-
niscient and true God must be infallible. This viewests Holy Scripture with awe and a glory which
create in us the deepest reverence, and constraittssthe most earnest attention. When we look upon
every word of this precious book as coming freeimfiGod’s mouth, we liken it to those other words by
which He called the universe out of nothing, anelted light where there had only been darkness. To
the ear that is rightly tuned by God’s Spirit th&sea voice and music as of infinite wisdom andelov
about every syllable of Scripture. The breathfefis in the testimony from the mouth of the liviGgd.

In truth the Lord may have spoken the word actubilythe mouth of Moses, but spiritually His own
mouth has uttered it. The inspired sentence mayadown to us from the pen of David, Isaiah, or any
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other of the prophets, may have been the visibldiume of its transmission, but the word itself has
come distinctly and directly, with absolute truthdaunmingled purity, from the mouth of the Most
High. The coin of inspiration comes from the mihtrdallibility. The truth is the teaching of thedd of
truth. As such we render to it our ears, our hearid our obedient lives. What God has said we wlatre
guestion. The man of God wraps his face in his laamd bows before the divine majesty, humbly say-
ing, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.”

Those who have this reverence for God’s word leillg to cling to it, they will be afraid of misin-
terpreting it, and they will not venture to add afytheir own words to it, lest they be called ifuog-
ment for such presumption. The ear of the devout seems to hear the thunder of that sentence, “If
any man shall add unto these things, God shalluadiol him the plagues that are written in this book:
and if any man shall take away from the words ef ook of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holfycand from the things which are written in thisok.”
God grant that we may accept the Bible not as thigngs of man, but as the word of the living Géd.
few evenings ago we were led to think of those wiemble at God’s word, may we be numbered
among them, for to such will God look, and with lsweaill He dwell. Let us unite with the Psalmist in
saying, “Your testimonies are wonderful: therefdoms my soul keep them.”

This prayer of David’s, springing from his greaverence for the revealed will of Gadgcludes
within it many points of virtuel cannot explain what he means by keeping thentesy of God’s
mouth by any one line of things; it is a far-reaxhprayer, as full as it is brief. He means, noldpthat
he desired to bsteadfast in the doctringhich the mouth of the Lord had spoken. He wisledée
taught of the Lord so as to know the truth, anahtteebe so confirmed and established in it thatviral
of doctrine should carry him away from his mooringe desired to be steadfast, unmovable, rooted and
grounded in the truth of God. Such an attainmentush to be desired at this time. The things wkeh
have learned and have received we must hold fagtoum Lord shall come. He has set us in our place
to keep guard over His truth, let no sentry sleepispost. He has put us in trust with the gos@eid
grant we may not be dishonest trustees, triflinthweiur charge. May those especially who are teacher
of others be good stewards of the manifold gracéad. Though we bring forth things new and old, let
us take care that we bring forth nothing but whatfimd in the treasury of the Word. Woe unto the
prophet who declares “a vision of his own heart] ant out of the mouth of the Lord.” Too many are
doing so at this hour, glorying in their boastedture, and trusting to their own intellects. Of Buge
may say with Jeremiah, “They are prophets of theeid@f their own heart.” The Lord shall one day si
lence such, and put their followers to confusiont Blessed is that man who speaks the mind of God,
and causes the people to hear the word of the IMath's word is for the forum, but God’s word must
be spoken in His temple. The things which we haa@rdh, and seen, and received of the Spirit of God,
these things we would hold and teach, and nothasgdie. | am sure that the prayer of our text means—
“Help me, Lord, to know, believe, and hold fast testimony of Your mouth, may | be a true believer,
having my feet upon the solid rock of Your teachiagd not upon the quicksand of man’s invention.
May | never be ashamed of Your truth. If men datluitworn and powerless, may | nevertheless know it
to be Your own eternal word which lives and abittesver. Let me feel it to be quickening, reviving,
strengthening, and as full of power and energyas ik was. May | believe concerning it that it libe
dew of its youth about it, that its locks are busimgl black as a raven, that it still goes forthihessun
from the chambers of the morning, and that likeighty man it marches onward conquering and to
conquer.” Brethren, this word shall never returnGod void, but it shall accomplish that which He
pleases. This meaning of the prayer is worthy tdraa note in these evil days.

But there is another meaning which will seem tmeanore practical, though indeed it is not so, for
there is as much real practice about right thinkaegabout right acting, and for the understandiniget
obedient to God is as vital a thing as for theamdiof the life to be conformed to His will. We daido
be anxious to bebedient to God in all His preceptnd if we are striving to be so, our prayer should
daily be that we may be preserved in the keepingetestimony of God’s mouth. Our Father who is in
heaven has told His children what His will is, sliboot this constrain them to fulfill it? He haseme
pleased to teach us what it is that pleases Himjldhwe not hate that which God hates, and love tha
which He delights in? Let us pray that we may hers¢he straight and narrow way which leads unto
eternal life, and may be kept there even to the €hdre is no law of God’s mouth which a faithfalda
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loving believer would wish to be ignorant of. Théseno command of His mouth which we would will-
fully disobey or neglect. Our prayer is, “Make noertin in the way of Your commandments.” That law
of God, which was once so terrible to us, hasitssirowns through the atoning sacrifice, and noa w
delight in the law of God after the inward man, avellong to be perfectly conformed to it. Our giigef
that we are not perfect; sin is our pain and playve shall never be perfectly happy till we arefgetty
holy. Sin is a constant fret and burden to us, wkienwe see even a trace of it in our nature olots,
we cry, “Oh, wretched man that | am! Who shall g&lime?” We cannot endure that the shade of evil
should flit across the imagination, no; even ibur dreams a sin cast its shadow over our spirivaiee
disturbed. We would not have a wish which leansarols iniquity. We would have every thought
brought into captivity to the Lord, bound by thends of righteousness and led prisoner along the tri
umphant way of sanctification, for holiness is lilght, and liberty to us. “I will walk at libertyfor |
seek Your precepts.” Freedom from the power of isvihe highest liberty which we expect on earth. |
am sure, my friends, the prayer is rising in yoeatts at this moment—

“Teach me to run in Your commands,

'Tis a delightful road.

Nor let my head, nor heart, nor hands,

Offend against my God.”
David further desired that he might be preserveperiect and unwaveringpnfidence in the promises
of God The testimony of God’s mouth is largely made @gxceedingly great and precious promises.
Oh, what rich and eternal things has He promiseithém that fear Him! No good thing will He with-
hold from them, all things work together for thgood. He will give them of the dew of heaven, ahd o
the deep that lies under, the chief things of th@emt mountains and the precious things of thenigs
hills has He covenanted to give them. The sadiaittat sometimes His own people begin to question
those promises, and if the vision tarries theyianenbelieving haste, and limit the Holy One ofalsic
Yet the covenant is ordered in all things and st®ed is not a man, that He should lie; neitherdba
of man, that He should repent: has He said and Bleahot do it? Or has He spoken and shall He not
make it good?” Not one of His words shall fail, rebrall one blessing which He has promised be with-
held. “All the promises of God in Him are yes, andHim Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” His
covenant shall stand fast, though heaven and pag$ away, He will not alter the thing that hasegon
out of His mouth. Therefore our prayer is that waynkeep the testimony of His mouth, and like our
fathers, may be persuaded of the promises, andaembhem. What an instructive word is that! “Em-
braced them”—pressing them to their hearts, andihglthem dear to their souls. Oh, never, never let
us dare to suspect the faithfulness of our Gotlerdet us emulate the faith of Abraham, who stagde
not at the promise through unbelief, believing tiiadod had promised him a seed of Isaac, and yet
commanded him offer Isaac as a sacrifice, God Whseven from the dead to raise Isaac up, and so to
keep His word. All things may be contrary to wHagyt seem to be, and all human witnesses may be in-
tentionally or unintentionally false, but the EtafrGod must be true. “Let God be true and every
man”"—yes, and every thing—"a liar.” It would be tegtto suppose the very heavens did lie, and that
the earth beneath us had become untrue, and thatiraenses were instruments of deception, rather
than we should for a moment allow that the Godrotht could falter or waver. The largest faith of
which the most enlarged mind is capable is theteigins due of God, who cannot err or change. Be this
your prayer, that you may be confident of the troitkevery promise of the covenant of grace, anddsta
to it, come life or come death. Be this your firesolve, “Though He slay me, yet will | trust in Him

This prayer then, you see, has a very wide siganiite, and | want you to observe that upon the very

surface of the words there is an indication thet desire in his soul wasacked up by the experience of
the pastHe desires to keep the testimony of God’s moutl, that implies that he has already received
that testimony, and is in possession of it. If anrhas not obtained a thing, he cannot keep it.\Eelpl
would take you back this morning for a moment upwmories of the past. Do you remember the place,
the spot of ground where you first heard of Godchwibur inner ear? Do you remember your poverty,
your disease, your death? And how the heavenly werte you wealth, healing, and life in Christ?
Since then, how precious, how soul-sustaining, dhof deliverance, how pregnant with victory, leav
the words of God been to you in days of afflictenmmd conviction! At this day you must feel that you
could not leave this precious word, for you woutdlbaving the fountain of living waters. It has hee
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your life, your joy, your all, why would you leav®? With David you can bear witness, “Unless Your
law had been my delights, | should then have pedsh my affliction.” Where will you go if you for-
sake the Lord’s testimony? What way is open to ygu turn from the way of His statutes? But, my
brothers, the mercies of the past, | might eventsaymiseries of the past, all bind us to our God @

His statutes. All that has happened up to now hésmagnified His word above all His name. We have
lived on that word when otherwise our soul wouldédied of famine. We have had light in the midst
of more than Egyptian darkness through its testismrWhat wonders we have worked through the
promises of God. “O my soul, you have trodden detrangth.” By the power of this word we have run
through a troop, by our God we have leaped ovemk Wassing through the fire we have not been
burned, wading through the rivers we have not lmrewned, for the word of the Lord has brought us
deliverance. Believe for the future, for the pastndnds it! God grant that we may, by a childlikafco
dence, forever keep the testimony of His mouth.

Furthermore, this desire mecessitated by the struggles of the predemor David had become like a
bottle in the smoke. His eyes were failing, hisrhbad fainted, his days were growing few, his peath
was intercepted with pits, he was persecuted wrdlygfhe was almost consumed, but he adds, “I for-
sook not Your precepts.” That was the saving cladseall. We may be in the smoke, but we shali no
be smothered. We may be persecuted, but we shadl me forsaken. We may be cast down, but we
shall not be destroyed while we keep the testinsofeGod’'s mouth. We are still in the sea, therefor
let us cling to our life buoy, we are still in thlderness; let us daily gather the heavenly maQzest
not away your confidence, which even now has gesaimpense of reward. Stand to it, that, be the pre
sent what it may, your choice is made, your undedihg is assured, your convictions are indelible.
Change as you will, all you that know not God, etthat know Him by long experience are insepara-
bly united to Him. To quit the truth of God for mera notions would be to leave the streams from Leb-
anon for the sand of the desert, the sweet wafeSla@am for the brine of the Dead Sea. Tossed no
longer with tempest, our soul has found her ang®emd rests in the Lord. “O God, my heart is fiXed
will sing and give praise!” We are not forever le@ag, but we have come to the knowledge of thentrut
by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. We are neitteebe bribed nor bullied so as to lose our faith,if is
of the operation of God. The elect shall not beedasd, for they know the voice of their Lord, and H
has taught them to distinguish the language ol tinam the jargon of error.

| am sure | may add that this desire of Davievédl warranted by every prospect of the futiée
do not know what troubles we shall yet experietecs,we do know that He who has helped us bears us
through, and makes us more than conquerors tootebtienony of God’s mouth is our shield in the day
of battle. We cannot put on Saul’'s armor, for weehaot proved it, but we have proved the full armor
which God provides for us in His word and therefare wear it daily. That future, which extends in
endless vista far beyond our mortal life, demamatfulness of us. If we are traitors to the trattGod
today, what will become of the next generation, tiednext, and the next? At this hour we suffertiier
negligence of our ancestors, error has been estabdliby a long continuance of perversity—shall we
persevere in maintaining falsehood? Today will yebuild the Jericho which the Reformers threw
down? Will we pull down the Jerusalem which theweéhduilt up? If so, our sons shall curse the
memory of their fathers. This poor world may expede great delay to her grand hope if Christian men
in the present are unfaithful to the truth. Ageadhapon the conduct of the church of today. Spedk o
the truth while you live, so that when you leavis {ife it may be said, “He being dead yet speaksef’
us today anchor the church to sound doctrine, slestdrift further and further in years to come. e
God’s word faithfully, for that word shall live armbnquer when you are gone. He that sows the deed o
heresy and evil doctrine entails upon succeedimgmgions an evil and a plague, and his very name
shall rot, but he that sows the good seed shahddéather of 10,000 successive harvests. Todamae
seal the coming centuries unto the Lord, settimgittippression of the truth upon them. Be you stesidfa
for the truth in your own day, for you know not wigeerilous times will come, before the advent @& th
Lord Jesus. Your words and acts today will affdetraty itself. A word spoken today, barbed with il
intent, and envenomed with the poison of falsehowaly make souls to smart throughout a dread eterni-
ty. Tremble therefore lest in any way you ceasketep the testimony of the mouth of God. Thus much
upon David’s desire, may a like desire burn in loegrts!
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II. Secondly, let us consider HIS CONSEQUENT PRAYER.ditenot pray immediately that he
might keep the testimony of God’s mouth, but hew&t the next prayer to it, the one which leadsoup
it right surely. As a man that goes up to his chantdwes not leap up all at once, but climbs thiesstso
does David rise to the keeping of the Lord’s woydthe prayer—“Quicken me after Your lovingkind-
ness.”

This prayer isvisdom He that says, “I shall keep the testimony of Gaaiouth, for | am fully re-
solved to do it,” had better salt that resolutiathvprayer, or it will rot like all things which ecoe of the
flesh. “Oh,” he says, “I am strong-minded and fiynelstablished, and shall never be moved from the
hope of my high calling.” O man, you know not yalfsnor the power of temptation, if you are de-
pending upon yourself. You will be as readily bloamay as the thistledown upon the plain when the
north wind is raging. O heart, you are but humard humanity is unstable as water. O man, you are
frail as a shadow, trust not in yourself for a momé&Trust in the Lord with all yours heart; andienot
unto your own understanding.” Put up a prayer td @at He would confirm you, for in that way and in
that way only shall you be true to His statutes.dHall keep God’s testimony that is kept by God’s
power, and he alone, therefore this prayer is wisddoreover, as there is but one Lord and Giver of
life, what more could David do than pray? He cooudd give himself life, and he was wise to apply to
Him who alone quickens the dead.

This prayer wasuggested, do not doubtby David’s inward stateHe says, “Quicken me.” Does he
mean that he was dead? Yes, comparatively. He ntbahke felt the power of death working in him.
Before he is quite numbed he cries, “Quicken me"whs not altogether dead, for dead men never pray
for quickening, but he had a sense of deadnesgingeever him, gradually chilling the genial curten
of his soul. He was dull, he was heavy, and helé#ftargic and indisposed to activity. “Quicken me,
Lord,” he says, “Quicken me.” The Lord has giversame life, beloved, but that life at intervalsrase
to go to sleep through weariness, let us pray, ¢ken me, Lord.” The Lord has given us His well-
beloved Son, not only that we might have life, that we might have it more abundantly. Is your life
vigorous, dear brother? Yet this prayer is stiitale to you, still cry, “Quicken me.” Nobody knew
how much vitality a man can manifest. He who seathalive might still have more life. He can rise
from life to strength, from strength to activitypi activity to intensity, from intensity to violee.
When a man is thoroughly alive what a man he i€ e not, the most of us, a droning, sleepy, half-
quickened set? We mope and grope like men whaoakeng for their graves, but when the Lord comes
to us He quickens us from head to foot, and therbtbod leaps in our veins, our spiritual breatfuis
and deep, and we are fired with enthusiasm. Weigr@ow and powerless, like the bush in the desert,
but the Spirit descends upon us as fire, and therblaze with divine fervor. We can do all things
through Christ that strengthens us. If we desireléave to the truth let us pray that up to théhegy
point we may be filled with the life of God, sintge and truth go together. Oh that we may become
quick in every respect, quickened by Him who isrésurrection and the life. This is every way dasuli
ble prayer, a very fitting one for lukewarm Laodios. It will not be out of place in the mouth ofyai
us. However full of life we may be, let us all ttiger plead for this master blessing of quickening—

“Revive Your work, O Lord,

Disturb this sleep of death,.

Quicken the smoldering embers now,
By Your almighty breath.”

It is a prayer whicimet David’s conditionCarefully read the octave of verses with, “Captsfses
81-88] at the head of them, and see how well it fitstitha end of each. “My soul faints"—“Quicken
me.” “My eyes fail’—*Quicken me.” “I am become lik& bottle in the smoke”™—“Quicken me.” “How
many are the days of Your servant?”—I seem nedetih—"Quicken me.” “The proud have dug pits
for me"™—"Quicken me,” that | may spy out their ilis and avoid them. “They persecute me wrongful-
ly"—“Quicken me,” Lord; for they cannot hurt me,aiagh they pour death upon me, if You pour life
into me. “They had almost consumed me”’—“Quicken’raad then | may burn with fire, but | shall not
be consumed. You see, the blessing of quickeningtsradl these conditions. | believe that the best p
servative under trial is increased spiritual liied | hear you complain, “I am very poor”? Brethyeh
your soul is quickened and you become rich in fgthwerty will be a light burden. “But | am very-de
pressed in spirit.” Truly, this is sad, but if yate more fully quickened, you will shake it off lasng
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men put from them the garments of the tomb. But ¢ty “I have such hard work to do!” If you have
stronger life, the task will be easier. “But | haveen disappointed and defeated.” You will have few
defeats, or you will bear them joyfully when youynirgual life is vigorous and full. “Quicken me.” |
suggest that this prayer be presented all oveplidoee by every child of God. Breathe it before God
the silence of your hearts. “Quicken me. Quicken”meYyour minister, how much | need the quicken-
ing influences of Your Spirit! My brethren assoeihtwith me in the church, how much they require it!
Lord, quicken us all! You that have come up frora tountry, some of you grow dull enough in your
rustic quietude. Join with us in pleading, “Quick®r.” You who are Sunday school teachers want life
for yourselves if you are to communicate it to othén any and every case increased spirituamlife

be a blessing to you. Whatever your difficulty, wheer your doubt, whatever your sorrow, whatever
your temptation, here is a prayer that meets evasg, “Quicken me after Your lovingkindness.”

It is especially a prayexhich answered to David’'s aim in presentingHe prayed this prayer that
he might be enabled to keep God’s testimony. Now wate the people that give up sound doctrine?
Why, the people who do not know the quickening powfdt in their own souls, and do not live in the
delightful enjoyment of it. Who are the people thate up holy practice? Why the people that are not
dwelling in the power of the Holy Spirit, and aretrull of the life of God. Who are those that are
tossed up and down like the locust and are slaftg, have no fixed position? Why they are the man th
have not received the fullness of life from on hiylou can do a great many things with a dead main, b
you cannot make him stand up. You may try mostesdlyy but a corpse cannot stand. Until you pet lif
into the body it will fall to the ground, and satlife life of God is not in you, you cannot hold theth,
or maintain purity, or walk in integrity. Life idgolutely essential to steadfastness in the titienev-
er | hear of churches and ministers departing filoenfaith, 1 know that piety is at low ebb amongrth
It is proposed that we should argue with thens fino avail to argue with dead people. It is psBd
that we should bring out another book of Chriseardences; it is small benefit to provide glassas f
those who have no eyes. What is needed is moriguspilife, for as the truth quickens men they love
the quickening word, but dead men care little altbat which is to them a dead letter. “Your word ha
quickened me,” says David, and the man that iskgmied clings to the truth which quickens him.
Whenever you feel a little shaky, and your feetiteg totter, and your head to swim, just cry, “dpr
quicken me. Here is a sign that | am dying, foml doubting, pour more of Your power into me.” When
spiritual life is healthy, it will feed upon the wh and so take it into its innermost self thathirag can
remove it. Why do men grow weary of heavenly fo@i#id tells us—“Fools, because of their trans-
gression, and because of their iniquities, arecédfi. Their soul abhors all manner of meat, arey th
draw near unto the gates of death.” Just so, teerheat in God’s word is not enjoyed by men who are
sinful and foolish, for they are suffering undesaul-sickness which kills holy appetites. The praye
our text answers David’s aim, “Quicken me after itmvingkindness; so shall | keep the testimony of
Your mouth.”

He presented this prayer on the right grou@bserve how He pleads the mercy and love of God.
“Quicken me after Your lovingkindness.” That isavely way of putting it—‘l do not now appeal to
Your righteousness, but to Your love, Your speloak, Your lovinginnednesso those that are dfin
to You. Lord, | would entreat You to bless me besaaf Your lovingkindness to those whom You did
foreknow and did predestinate to be Your own. GQhthat special love of Yours | pray You quicken
me, that | may take fast hold upon Your word, aeden let it go!”

He means too, | think, by saying, “after Your logkindness,” that he desires to be quickened by a
sense of God'’s love. Is there anything that pdésitito a man like that? A mother finds her babl ha
frozen, and she warms it back to life by pressing iher bosom, she imparts the warmth of her own
heart to it until it lives again and smiles. Itjust so with our God—there is no reviving us exdeypt
pressing us close to His bosom. Did | hear you ‘dayill repent in terror; | will go to Moses to ¢ee-
vival™? | advise you not to do so, for he will ue rod most severely, and flog you back to feelanyl
that is by no means a desirable method. Divine Is\@sweeter and surer quickener. The true adixir
life is love. Oh, for a draught of it'—

“Your mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own deadness depart,
Awakened by Your goodness | rise from the ground,
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And sing to the praise of the mercy I've found.”
“Quicken me after Your lovingkindness.”

| would close this section of my discourse by sgyins a prayer which has a promise attached to
it. It was not so in David’s day, but in these latteres we have a promise which fits it as the wax t
seal. When | have a lock | am always glad to fikep which fits it. Here is the lock—"Lord, | feak if
| were dead;” and here is the key—"He that beliemede, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”
That answers the supplication as a glove fits dr@dh—"Though he were dead, yet shall he live.” If it
were possible for a believer to get between thes jaindeath and stand there, the mouth of the segulc
could not close itself upon him. Look at Jonahjshi& the whale’s belly, and the whale is in theair
deeps, far down from the light of day. Surely itswhe very belly of Hades to him, but it could bet
his grave. The great fish had an indigestible mosshin him at that time; he could not possiblyneo
sume the prophet because Jonah believed the tr@obdwith a living faith. He soon escaped after he
had uttered his creed, and this was his creedyaBah is of the Lord.” With that confession oftfain
your heart no power can destroy you, no belly df ¢&n swallow you up, you must live, for so it is
written, “Though he were dead, yet shall he liveléad that promise, and cry unto God, when you feel
sloth creeping over you—"Quicken me, that | maygk#e testimony of Your mouth.”

lll. We part with David, and this is the last word; Imstverse we have HIS HOLY EXAMPLE,
which | commend to you.

First, offer the prayer of life when you feel that you dead It is a strange paradox, but | put it with
all my might to you. If this morning you are forctmcry, “My heart seems like adamant, my feeliag i
all gone, if anything is felt, it is only pain tomfl |1 cannot feel, | seem to be altogether outoofss if the
life of God is in me at all it is like a spark heldaway among the ashes, and | cannot discovaNelr,
then, bestir yourselves to pray. “Awake you thaepl and arise from the dead and Christ shall ygpve
light.” Let your groan go up from the grave’s mouthyou can get no further than a sigh, let your
moaning be addressed to God, let the heaving af gguished heart move towards your heavenly Fa-
ther. Let prayer arise like smoke from the altewaods heaven, “Quicken me, quicken me.” Such a
prayer will prove an antidote to the poison of tledthough your bones lie scattered at the grave’s
mouth, as when one chops wood upon the earthf yle¢ isighing of your soul is towards quickening
you shall be brought up again. “Your dead men dhadl” From between the very ribs of death there
shall come a higher, better, and more divine Bieathe, then, your desire in prayer after thibitas—
“Lord, Your poor, dead servant cries to You foelifDo not say, “It is such an odd prayer, it isssio-
gular, therefore it cannot be correct.” | gatheatth is genuine because it is so singular thabne
would borrow it from his neighbor. In spiritualdithat which is according to usual routine is ofese,
and that which is so strange that only a persoxémrence could have suggested it, is most probably
correct. Therefore | say again to you who seenfi yasui were dead, let this prayer go up, “Lord, §eic
me,” and He will enlighten you by His Holy Spirit.

The next thing | learn is this, thiging truth can only be held firmly by living meBome who are
very sound are nothing else but sound, but we warguch allies. Some of those who hold a correct
creed are very narrow, and will not tolerate a diejpe by a hair's-breadth from their fixed opinidout
narrowness is not strength. To know the truth aad its power, and manifest its influence in yate, |
is the proof that you have grappled it to your samilwith hooks of steel. A dead creed in a deadgnan
hand is like dead wheat in the grip of an Egyptrarmmy, what can come of it? But observe carefully a
living man, with living seed to sow, for you shgit see a harvest. A living man who grasps a living
truth is mighty as Moses with Aaron’s rod in hisialavhich had life in it, for it budded and blossahme
and brought forth almonds. Such a rod as this ¢adedthe Red Sea, and fetch waters out of flinty
rocks. Oh, for living truth in the grip of a livingan! My dear friend, if you are going to be a clpam
of reformation, first be reformed yourself, if yovould become a defender of the faith, first be &n e
emplifier of it. Let Jesus reign in your soul, aheén He will make you a priest and king unto Hirhsel
by His own divine power.

The next lesson igegard God’s lovingkindness as a source of. lit;mhappily too many have
viewed it as an excuse for death. “Oh, yes,” thay 8 am one of God’s chosen. | need not trouble m
self about holiness or activity. | shall be savgdsbvereign grace.” Do you sit down and quietlyssro
your legs, and fold your arms, do nothing, and tloek to be rewarded for it? In all probability yeuill
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be lost at last, for you are already lost. The mvao dares to pervert truth is already a lost mai he
that knows the lovingkindness of the Lord says, itRen me, Lord. Such love as this | must translate
into life, grant that to me to live may be love idse words “love” and “live” are very near akintireir
conformation, they are joined together in spirittrahgs, let no man put them asunder. Do not get be
hind the door and suck your honeycomb, and sagv8 enjoyment, but | hate employment. | never try
to defend the truth or to spread it, but it is veweet to me.” Ah, my dear sir, that kind of homwai}
poison you, the thought of it makes me sick. Tlgatrihing is to feel that the more God loves yoa th
more you love Him, the more He does for you theanau will do for Him—

“Loved of my God, for Him again

With love intense | burn;

Chosen of Him ere time began,

| choose Him in return.”
“Quicken me after Your lovingkindness.”

And lastly,let divine aid, whenever we seek it or obtainggd us to the practical use of it in obedi-
ence “Quicken me,” and “so shall | keep.” | put thoserds together in that fashion, for they are to-
gether. That is to say, if the Lord gives quickenirwill give steadfastness. The believer is agtivet
passive. He is acted on, but he also acts. Initsiewiork of regeneration we are passive, that roesa
pure act of God’s grace, but as the child as seahia born becomes active, and begins to cryoes a
new-born soul prove its activity by its prayer. the child ever after has an activity all its ownpiro-
portion to the measure of its vitality, so willié with the child of God, he becomes more and reare
ergetic in proportion as God pours into him mord arore of the divine life. Come, you that lie ireth
dust, shake yourselves from it. You that are a¢ @aZion, bestir yourselves in the service of ybard
and Master before a heavy woe overwhelms you. iShas evil day, a day in which multitudes are per-
ishing in poverty and sin by reason of their igmmeof Christ, will you not instruct them? Thisaislay
of blasphemy and rebuke, in which the truth of Gdast down and trodden like mud in the streets,
will you not stand up for it? If you come not tod@ythe help of the Lord and His truth, then yoalkh
be cursed like the inhabitants of Meroz of old. Bht | charge you, men of God, who live by faith on
the Son of God, feed upon Him and be strong, aed tjuit yourselves like men, and keep His testimo-
nies in the teeth of an infidel world and a philpisizing church. Hold to the fundamentals of thehfai
though with others the foundations are shaken. élikke rocks in the midst of foaming billows, and
defy all opposition. Stand fast in the house ofry@ed below, and this shall be your reward above—
“Him that overcomes will | make a pillar in the tpla of My God, and he shall go no more out.” May
the best of blessings rest upon you. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 119:81-104.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—100 (PART 2); 119 (P ART 3); 459.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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