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“But He answered and said, | am not sent but untwetlost sheep of the house of Israel.
Then came she and worshipped Him, saying, Lord,hele.”
Matthew 15:24, 25.

YOU that know the loving heart of our Lord Jesus quite sure that He would never needlessly dis-
courage a soul in coming to Him. Yet in this cdste answered her not a word.” Is Jesus mute when
misery entreats a word from Him? The Friend of N&nsually all attraction, encouragement, drawing,
and welcoming, and yet the eager woman cries in t@Him for her tormented daughter! We are not
disquieted about this. We know our Lord too welktspect Him of a lack of love. He is not sporting
with a wounded bird. He is in no fit of bitterneste would not even seem to discourage any heart tha
beat within a human bosom, unless there had baee goeat necessity for it, some gracious end to be
served.

Nobody will have the impudence to accuse our @\iord of undue harshness to a soul that sought
His help. The world might suspect some of His nteris of being hard and cold, like yon pulpits of
marble which have in these chill times been exad#tewbng the people. They might think some of us
more touchy than tender, for are not some of usatgstone creatures, almost without feeling, artd no
easily to be approached? People may suspecivihatte scant in affection, or thate lack earnestness,
they may even hint thate are too great sticklers for orthodoxy, or that we so distrustful of our fel-
low men that we naturally love to try them withrtgs harsh and forbidding, in order to keep them a
good mile off at the least. | know they think usrgdathers, more ready with the rod than with our
cheering sympathies, but for this they have farmuah justification. | would it were not so. You yna
suppose hard things ak,who are His servants. The supposition may be irueay be slanderous, but
you cannot suppose anything of the kind concertiiegLord Jesus Christ, He is so obviously, loving,
gracious, cordial, that you could not have the heasuspecHim. If Jesus has ever receivgau, you
have had in that fact unquestionable proof of Eigderness, and you are, and will be hencefortHj-con
dent in His compassion. You are sure that the Yadireed He will not break, and the smoking flax He
will not quench,” for He neither broke nor quenclyed. Yet He did discourage this woman. Not only
the disciples did so, but the Master did so, tdwer&fore, | say that there must have been a seeeet
for so doing, there must have been a motive forgoexd which moved the tender Lord to answer her
with words so hard, and with speech so dispiriting.

| believe that we, dear friends, the humble imtaof the Lord Jesus Christ, are bound to enceurag
all in whom there is any hopefulness. Whenever e & wandering soul turning its face homewards,
we should be ready to lend a hand to direct itetioig footsteps. Still, if we imitate our Lord, veay
be led to say sore things which, like the faithitdunds of a friend, are as sharp as they are sgluta
Love’s lips do not always drop honey. Flattery chauwith her dulcet periods, but a wise affectiolh fu
often uses tones most harsh and cutting. Ther¢eisdency among certain goody-goody people to com-
fort too much, and to keep back important truthsféar they should be misunderstood. Glorious doc-
trines which made our fathers strong are left enghade, for fear they should become stumblingksloc
to unsettled minds. We are coming to be ratherdwer with thegospel prepared for infantsthey are
putting the flour through so many sieves that tiveilenot be an ounce of bone-making material left
it. If it were always wise to comfort and encouratiee Master would have kept to that line of things
and since He did not do so, | assume—and | thiakribne will dare to contradict me—that men require
something else beside encouragement. Do we noteadall Scripture is given by inspiration of God
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, forroection, for instruction in righteousness: tha than of
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God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto abbdyworks™? There are truths which ought not to be
kept back because they may not encourage, forukeirs to reprove and correct. There are truthshwh
at certain seasons ought to be told, even thougletinporary effect may be to dampen the ardor or to
dull the hope of the sinner who is coming to Chiiste our Master, we must always long after thle sa
vation of sinners, but, like Him, we must go abiwisely. We must exhibit great fatherly tendemes
toward sinners, and be very gentle, even as a sheghwith the lambs, but yet that very love, thetty
tenderness, will lead the well-instructed teacloeutter many things which the disciple had rathar n
hear. Our shepherdry deals not only with the gneastures, but also with the place of the sheep-
washing and the shearing. We have not only to densait to correct, ours is the edification which
deals frequently with pulling down dilapidated batiswall, in order to the security of the whole fah

and hence we occasionally seem to be destroyersew¥e are really builders together with God. Our
Lord knew that plain speech upon a certain trutlhuldraveed out His disciples. Did He therefore pre-
serve a discreet silence? Not He. In due time Higeded His soul, and we read “from that time many
of His disciples went back, and walked no more witim.”

We now come to consider why the Savior spoke i®wioman in this way. Why did He announce to
her a fact which could not possibly assist or giteen her faith? We may learn the answer as we pro-
ceed.

Our Lord Jesus virtually discouraged the Syroptianiwoman with the doctrine of election. | grant
you that there is a difference between the eleaticithe nation of Israel and the election of indivals,
but into that we are not going tonight. The pogthis; it was the doctrine of election which trevisr
threw in this poor woman’s way. He said to herafh not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” This was enough to dampen her spirit, lsusnd yet the Savior put it before her then dreté.

Why? | think He did so, first, at that timéat it might come from Him rather than from thea
ples If you feel it necessary that a person shouldgdraewhat sharply rebuked, you conclude to do it
yourself. You say to yourself, “If | send that m&gs by the best friend | have he will blunder aydne
will make it more cutting than | meant it to bedayet he will miss the point. He will inflict mongain
than | intended, therefore | will communicate tmacceptable statement myself.” And have you not of-
ten felt it to be a matter of real urgency to getobe all others? Yes, you who have the care ofthea
and minds know that there are times when you wadbtall the speaking, and would like to block eve-
ry other telephone in the world. You know the peraad the effect which statements are likely toehav
upon him, and therefore you would gladly monopohi ears for a season. The Savior knew that by
and by this woman would hear that the mission efGhrist was only to Israel, and she might hear it
such a way as would much more depress her spanit ihHe personally told it to her Himself. So He
Himself said to her, “I am not sent to Tyre anddBidl am not sent but unto the lost sheep of theséo
of Israel.” That is to say, Christ’s mission asraghet while He was here in the flesh was to Israed
to Israel He usually restricted His labors throughidis life. He told her that Himself, | think, keshe
should hear it at second hand. It will be wise der when we find poor souls hopefully coming to
Christ, to manifest thought and prudence, and dhice them to the deeper truths of our theology, be-
cause they will hear of them one way or anothed, tary had better hear of them first from lovirey-t
der-hearted Christians, than from hard, carelesgléss spirits, whose delight is found in merenter
and phrases. You cannot keep these young peopleanservatory, why should you wish to do so? It is
poor policy to try and conceal the truth. It ha#tie of a Jesuitical look about it. Why shouldghpar-
ticular truth be concealed? Are we ashamed off i5®,llet us revise our creed, but in the nameoai-c
mon honesty let us hide nothing which we believee Tore light the better. The more fully the trigth
made known the more surely will good come of itr Bae, | bless God that | knew the doctrines of
grace from my youth, they have been the staff ofmanhood, and | believe they will be the glory of
my old age. So far from being ashamed of the e@eabf grace, it commands the enthusiasm of my
whole being.

Again, | think that He brought that truth beforer mind just then becauske might hear of it oth-
erwise, when she was in a worse condition for #eeiving of it Now, this woman was desperately set
on getting a blessing from Christ. Her whole heeat awake; her spirit was on fire, her whole nature
was eager for the blessing. If she could stanceespon at any time in her life, it was just thedotv do
you know?” you ask. | know it by a kind of instindthe story opens for me a window into the woman’s
soul. | am persuaded that the Master would not lagpgdied anything that looked like a discouraging
truth to her unless He had perceived that she w#s gble to bear it, and perhaps better able & ibe
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thenthan upon some future day. | think there is greatlam in communicating truth to people at a fit
time. Did not the Lord Himself say, “I have yet ngathings to say unto you, but you cannot bear them
now”? Just at that time His disciples were unfithear those many truths, and therefore the ordcle o
love was silent for a while. At another time theviSaabounded toward them, as He does toward us, in
all wisdom and prudence, and then He made knowheim the mystery of His will after a fuller meas-
ure. The Lord does not teach us all truth at oboe py degrees He admits us into the chambers ©f Hi
hidden treasure. You know how a surgeon, when Beparated upon a blinded eye, says to his patient,
“Your sight is completely restored, but during thext few days | must ask you to sit in a darkened
room. | shall ask you to receive light slowly, tlyatl may retain it surely.”

Infinite is the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in graally enlightening souls. The Lord does not all at
once let the sinner know the full extent of his, sior does He give him a full idea of the punishtnen
due to it, nor, | think, does He give him at thgibaing all the knowledge he will have of the coetpl
pardon of his sin, and of the innumerable joys Whiome to pardoned sinners through Jesus Christ
their Savior. Little by little, as we must feed fgworn children, not with meat, but with milk,tlg by
little, as you teach the younger scholars in theet Precept must be upon precept, line upon hieeg
a little and there a little. His mission to the kewf Israel was one of the truths which the Sas&w
this poor Canaanite woman would have to learn,thatefore He communicated it to her when she had
faith enough to press over all discouragement,admain the blessing upon which her heart was set.

These two things should prove instructive. Novo laip to deal with souls who are somewhat in this
woman'’s case. | shall noti¢ee discouraging word which has come to them @, lahich is somewhat
similar to that which came to her, and then | shak them to imitatéhe commendable act of this wom-
anin connection with her discouragement, for thoulgé seemed to be repulsed, she nevertheless came
to Christ and worshipped Him. Before concludingjidh to mentiora few helpful consideratiorte any
who may be troubled by that great doctrine whiamehtioned just now. Come, Holy Comforter, and fill
our hearts with heavenly cheer from this glad hour!

|. First, then, THE DISCOURAGING WORD THAT CAME TO TBIWOMAN. It was, as | have
said, a certain form of the doctrine of electidme unquestioned truth that God designed to bless th
seed of Israel by the personal labors and testiesonii His Son Jesus, and that these blessingsneere
at that time sent to the people of Tyre and Sidon.

The doctrine of election has been made into atdregaboo by its unscrupulous opponents and its
injudicious friends. | have read some very wondeskrmons against this doctrine, in which the first
thing that was evident was that the person speatiag totally ignorant of his subject. A little
knowledge would have made our author hesitate atidestate, and therefore it was like Saul’'s arnoor t
him, he had rather proceed in his naked folly. ieal way of composing a sermon against the dectrin
of grace is this—first exaggerate and belie thetrtlog; and then argue against it. If you state shie-
lime truth as it is found in the Bible, why, youncet say much against it, but if you collect a nemd¥
silly expressions from hot-headed partisans, amsbaigce these, your task will be easier. Dress ap th
doctrine like an effigy, and then burn it! What anderful deal has been done by men in burning digur
of their own stuffing! Nobody ever believed the ttowe of election as | have heard it stated by Avimi
an controversialists. | venture to say that nobodi of Bedlam ever did believe that which has been
imputed to us. Is it remarkable that we are as remgdenounce the dogmas imputed to us as ever our
opponents can be? Why do they earnestly set theesst confute what no one defends? They might as
well spare themselves the trouble. Our friends althe doctrine as it is stated by them, and we are
much of their mind, though the doctrine itself ves would state it, is dear to us as life itselfeysup-
pose that we never preach the gospel freely toessnrwhich thing we never fail to do with freeness
which none can excel. Can they tell us how we ogorove in gospel preaching, for we should rejoice
to learn! They say that if we preach the gospedlfreve are inconsistent, to which charge we amoat
pains whatever to reply. So long as we believeweatare consistent with Scripture, it never entets
our heads to want to be consistent with ourselVeshold all revealed truth is our desire, but toneo
press it all into a symmetrical creed is beyondepectation. We are such poor fallible creatunas if
we were once to fabricate a system which shouldrteely logical, we would feel sure that we must
have admitted portions of theory and masses of guaeess-work into the singular fabric. In theology w
live by faith, not by logic. We believe and areesdfut the moment we begin to speculate we are like
Peter sinking in the waves. If we will keep simpdywhat the word of God says, we shall find in it
truths apparently in conflict, but always in agresm On every subject there is a truth which isoser
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against another truth, the one is as true as tier,dhe one does not take away from the otherraise

a question upon the other, but the one ought tetéied as well as the other, and the two set side b
side. The two relative truths make up the greatl mfapractical truth, along which our Lord travéds
bless the sons of men. Some like to run on onelredinfess a partiality to the two, and | shoutd like

to make an excursion tomorrow on a railway fromakihone of the rails had been taken.

It must be sorrowfully admitted that the doctrivfeelection has discouraged many who were seek-
ing the Savior, but the truth is thabught not to do soviewed aright, it is a royal herald arrayed itk si
and gold, freely announcing to the unworthy thatkting receives sinners, according to the goodsplea
ure of His will. How it has encouraged some of Wahat marrow and fatness it is to us now that we
have found the Lord! We feed upon it as upon angiygortion, which sustains, satisfies, and satides
soul. When | first came to Christ | was perfeciiyisfied to be as one of the dogs under the télbie|
should not be satisfied to be so now, since thel lbaxs called me to a higher place. Now that | Hsare
come one of His children, | am as Lazarus was, lufrw we read “but Lazarus was one of them that sat
at the table with Him.” The blessed doctrine ofcétm is to my soul as wines on the lees well edinit
is a better, deeper, and more glorious fact oinéivove than | ever hoped to realize. “He askednvar
ter, and she gave him milk; she brought forth Wuttea lordly dish.” We asked for pardon, but Hega
us justification, we asked for a little mercy, bioeé Lord gave us boundless grace, yes, grace upae,g
saying—"“l have loved you with an everlasting lotigerefore with loving-kindness have | drawn you.”
Did a sinner really know the doctrine of the chaiégrace he would not run away from it, but he igou
be inclined to run into its arms.

Yet to many it does seem to be as that black&fidiee cloud which the Lord turned upon the Egyp-
tians, and therefore | am going to notice the disagement as Christ put it before this woman. He sa
to her, first, “I am not sent but unto the losteghef the house of Israel.” “I am sent,” He seenuesay,

“to the Jews. | am sent to the house of Israel| lam not sent to you.” That great truth she wchade
been sure to find out sooner or later, and if skekfound it out later, she might have feared thatdure

of her daughter would be taken away from her bexd@usad been received contrary to the mission of
the Messiah. Jesus lets her know this hard trutime¢, so that it may not worry her afterwards. Whe
she did obtain the cure of her daughter, He woalehher know that it was given openly and above-
board, and not by a blunder of pity, or an ovensijhcharity. She was to be once and for all askure
that the Lord Jesus had not forgotten Himself—Hhatknew all about the limitation of His commission
during His mortal life, and that in oversteppindgidg knew what He was doing, and had not been wafted
beyond Himself by the impetuosity of His spirit.

Now, there is such a thing #se choice of GadThe Lord has a people who are redeemed from
among men. The Lord Jesus has a people of whomakledid, “Yours they were, and You gave them
to Me.” Some are ordained unto eternal life, arefdfore believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Does this
fact discourage you? | do not see why it shouldy\&tould you not be among that number? “But sup-
pose that | am not?” asks one. Why do you not sspploat you are? You do not know anything about
it, therefore why suppose at all? To give up supgpould be a far more sensible thing than to brew
for yourself a deadly potion of despair out of harthless husks of mere supposition. | have enaagh
do to bear up underdss, without overloading myself with conjectures. &/God has not revealed, we
are not bound to know. Indeed, it would seem bétteus to be in ignorance where the Lord grants no
information. The Lord has chosen a people to bedaand | am glad to think that He has done so, for
none can prove that | am not of the number. Ifdheme some whom God will save, then | know also
who they are, for He tells me that they are sucrepent of sin, confess it, forsake it, and beligvéhe
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. These sanmgghwould my soul desire to do, and when | do so, |
know that | am of the chosen number, and shalbbed What is there in this to discourage a so@f Y
it does discourage some. When people are in tHetday are afraid of anything, everything! Nothihg!
“There were they in great fear, where no fear waste get a person into a low and nervous state, an
the fall of a leaf suggests an avalanche, the k&@atiow of a cloud foretells the total extinctidnte
orb of day, while a drop of rain is the commencenhwdrihe final conflagration! “Odd expression,” you
say. Yet it is not as singular and outrageous asyroéthe inferences drawn by a resolute despondenc
Alas, for these troubled ones, they feel that tb&ynot be saved because there is an Israel whom God
has chosen to be saved!

Our Lord put before this woman something worsen tthee positive fact of the choice of Israel; he
declaredthe negative side of the sacred choige said, “I am not sent but unto the lost shefethe
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house of Israel.” It is very little that you anevho are ministers of the gospel have to do wittagnég
about what Christ is not sent to do. Here | feat timrenewed minds, armed with a pitiless logizeha
sinned grievously against the love of God. Trudated scripturally is a holy medicine, but treaaédr

the manner of the schools it may sour into a depdigon. Poor penitent hearts, there is nothinipén
divine decree to shut out one of you from hope.e¢Tord has not spoken in secret, in a dark place of
the earth; He has not said unto the seed of J&sdk you Me in vain.” Nevertheless, the Savior did
distinctly turn the blackest side of the doctringhie woman, and said, “I am not sent but untddke
sheep of the house of Israel.”

What was worse in her case was that she knewttsaglection, as far as Christ had statedhiist
exclude herfor He told her that He was not sent except &oltbuse of Israel, and she well knew that
she did not belong to that house. She was a Caragoman, a native of Tyre and Sidon, and therefore
distinctly shut out, andesus Himself had told her.sbhat must have made the sentence fall like a
death-knell on her ears. If the servants tell whsuthing as that, we can forget it, but if theskéa says,

“I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the haddsrael,” then the matter ends in blank despge
poor Canaanite woman might have very logically enter pleadings, saying, “What more can be
done? | cannot go against the word from Christ's dips.” Yet she did not so, but like a true hemin
she pressed her suit even to the joyful end. Yeuhge cause for discouragement was much worse than
yours can ever be, for you do not know that yousémg out, there is nothing in your race or cityichh
excludes you. Moreover, Christ has never told ya you are shut out. | do not think that any neris
has ever told you so, and if you have ever gathigoad any ministry under heaven that there is npeho
for you, you have no right to come to such a caiolu In my soul’s intent | have never desireddise
couragement of a single soul among you all. Fareralt would die that you might live. But if you hav
copied out bitter words, and have come to wretdwttlusions, then | would urge you to be as seasibl
and as brave as this woman was, who, when shedtagathered it from ministers, but had received it
from ChristHimself that He was not sent to such as she was)exertheless persevered, and pressed
forward, and came to Him and worshipped Him, sayihgrd, help me.”

Some may say to me this evening—*Why talk aboig difficulty at all?” | talk about it because it
exists. It frets and worries many minds. Many aoelled, and the servants of God must deal withr the
trouble. Gladly enough | would let these fears aldrthey would let my people alone. The stern fafct
predestination meets most men somewhere or othen, i@ the paths of philosophy it is not escaped,
and when it comes darkly over truly gracious somlsach of its power for mischief will lie in the ign
rance of the person assailed. If we were betténiced we would probably find no mystery whereisll
mystery now. Men forget that the ordination of Giehls with everything, not only with the spiritual,
but quite as certainly with the natural world. Ybey never allow it to interfere with their labarf
bread, their struggle for wealth, or their race faone. Why should they dissociate the matter ofesal
tion from the ten thousand affairs which are encasspd in the same ring? Why will men act in other
matters according to common sense, and upon thitemmaake molehills into mountains? They fancy
that the will of God settles one or two matters] laves all the rest loose, they dream that gédaway
free agency and responsibility, and makes mennrdohines. They cannot understand that divine plan
which interferes with no will of man, and yet seesithe will of God, nor can they see how everything
proceeds by the free agency of the creatures ab auiif there were no God, and yet God rules oNer a
| wish that this subject did not vex men, but itdke to wish. It has vexed them from the beginnisgd
will vex them even to the end. As we cannot alsatd we must deal with them. Dear troubled souls,
Jesus would have you come to Him without fear. mateés you to trust in Him, yes, more, He com-
mands you to believe on His name. Nothing He hasght, or ordained, or purposed, or predestinated
has any tendency to drive you from Him. Whatevedpstination may or may not be, this one thing, is
sure—"“Christ Jesus came into the world to saveessih Everything beckons towards His cross, and
Himself. Come, and let nothing hinder you evendaingle hour.

Il. Now, observe THE COMMENDABLE ACT OF THIS WOMAN. loonsidering what she did,
we shall come to the practical part of the subjaéad | notice that she did not attempt for a single-
ment to deny what Jesus had said. He said, “I anserd but unto the lost sheep of the house oéllsra
and she did not reply, “Lord, that is not true.”’eSthid not question anything which Jesus assered, t
would have been gross presumption on her partd&heot quibble, or object, or raise oppositioneSh
accepted what Jesus said without any argument wérat8he did not attempt to say that it was unjust
that the Christ of God should come only to the leoofsisrael. She did not assert, as some have shame
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lessly done, that God should deal with one as wathther, or else He would be a respecter of persons
All that kind of thing, which we have heard so oftevas far from her mind. She was silent and submis
sive as to the Savior's speech. She did not evgueathat surely, in her solitary instance, she iogh
permitted to break through the regulation. Sherditlargue at all. She left the truth, which to ivas
dark, in the keeping of Him whose name is lighte Skes the black cloud, but she passes through it,
feeling that it cannot be anything more than a d¢Jand so she comes to the Savior’s feet, and, cries
“Lord, help me. | do not understand this. | amial& fog, and all in a muddle. Lord, help me. Ldrdp

not ask to understand, but | do cry for help. Eeahk to believe, and to receive the blessing,hiet t
dark truth say what it may.”

Many persons are so weak in judgment that if theye to do battle with a difficulty before they can
be saved they will perish in the attempt. Oh, poeart, do not battle with a difficulty at all! Leat
alone. If it is a great trutfor men,and you are nothing bat babe,and hardly that, do not choke your-
self with man’s meat. If a great mystery, meddleth wou, then fly to Jesus Christ for relief fromn i
with this prayer in your mouth, “Lord, help me.rhan a difficulty, help my understanding, | am de-
spondent, help my heart, but especially, | am d@iliniquity, help my poor and sorrowful case, arad d
for me what | cannot do for myself. Save my sou daliver me.”

Now, then, we have seen what she did not do, ramis she is admirable, let us see what the wom-
an actually did. She came to Jesus. Read the wirden came she and worshipped Him.”

First,she came to Jesuand did not go round about. She came not to Paetelames, or John, but
she came to Jesus. She did not stand still andasrghe had done before from a distance, crying unt
Him, but she came to Jesus, drew near to Him, gohbjim, | do not doubt she fell at His feet as tjtou
she would have held Him. She came to Jesus. Nom &verything beneath the heavens, poor soul, fly
to the living, personal Christ. There is such a @oe living as Jesus Christ, the Savior of sinners,
whose delight it is to deal with the sicknessefirmmties, and diseases of men. Do not, | pray ysiap
in doctrines, or in precepts, or in ministers, roservices, but come straight away to Christ—thiadj,
personal Savior, anointed of the Lord. Your hogs in Him. “Which way shall | go?” you ask. If it
were a matter of physical coming, | know that # tload were long and dreary, you would start upon i
tonight without delay. But it is a mental comingoware to come to Jesus, not with feet and legs, bu
with mind and heart. Remember that there is suébraon. Consider Him. Think of Him. Believe Him.
Reverence Him, for He is the Son of the HighestisTHim, for He is “mighty to save.” This is coming
to Him. Since He is a Savior, let Him fulfill Hidface upon you. You greatly need saving, give Hhe t
opportunity of showing what He is able to do. Sathim your soul, “I am the chief of sinners, losi;
ined, and undone. Behold, | come to Him. If | periswill perish trusting in Him.” It cannot be tha
soul can die relying upon Jesus, sooner shall lmeand earth pass away than Jesus fail to savethe s
that trusts in Him.

The woman came to Jesus immediately that He dttdi® words of discouragement. We read in the
text, “Then came she.” “Then came she and worshipped Him.” Whah?When He seemed to drive
her away? Then? Why, He had just told her that lde mot sent to herThencame she.” He had just
uttered a most mysterious and discouraging truth,“hencame she.” That kind of faith which comes
to Christ only on a summer’s day among the lilieshe field is not of much account. Flowers and-but
terflies and all things which come of the calm ainel bright are soon gone, we need a hope which can
survive the frost. That is the sort of faith whiobmes to Jesus in the middle of winter, when thd co
devours, and the fierce blast prowls among the dnifta. That is the faith which saves the soul—the
faith which ventures to the Savior in spite ofvaflathers. Saving faith learns to credit contraditgj to
laugh at impossibilities, and to say, “It cannot et yet it will be.”

Our poor friend who was buffeted by our Lord’s @avas secretly upheld by the sight of His per-
son. What can a word be compared with a person—amedpwith such a person as that of Jesus, the
Sinner’s Friend? She believeBm rather than His way of speaking. He says that Heoissent, but
there He is. He says that He is not sent but tdastesheep of the house of Israel, andtlgete He is
He has come here where there is none of the hduseael. She seems to say to herself, “Whether He
was sent or not, here He is. He has come amon@rig/and Sidonians, and | have come to Him, there-
fore He is not kept from me by His commission. Irai understand His language, but | do understand
the look of His face, | do understand His mannelo lunderstand the winsomeness of His blessed per-
son. | can see that compassion dwells in the S@weweid. | am sure that He has all power given tmHi
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to heal my daughter, and here He is. | do not kabaut His commission, but | do know Him, and |
shall still plead with Him.” So she came to Jethenand there, and why shouldn’t you?

Now, soul, is this the darkest night that ever wasr you? Come to Jesus now. Are you quite sure
that your case is hopeless, quite certain that goom is sealed? Have you written out your ownfdeat
warrant? Have you made a covenant with death deagaie with hell? Do you feel sure that you will be
damned before the morning light breaks on you? Toeme to Jesus Chrisow. “Then came she.” That
is the thing—to come to Christ when He has a draward in His hand, as Bunyan puts it—to come to
Christ when He frowns—to come to Christ when ev@ng says, “keep back.” “Then came she.” Brave
woman! | will even do the same.

But now notice how she came. “Then came ahegworshipped Him.”"My heart greatly rejoices. |
wish | could picture the scene. She did not stowadk out the difficult question with which He pake
to her, but she looked at Him, and she came to dimd,when she got near to Him she did the begf thin
she could—she worshipped Him. Down she went onfdes before Him, and when she looked up it
was with a look of reverent awe and childlike cdehce. Blessed be His name, if we cannot understand
Him we can worship Him.

Now, you have been thinking about yourself, arel tfore you do this the more you will despond
and despair. No possible comfort can come to yothalyroad. If | were you, | would give up thatkas
and begin to think about Jesus, the Son of God,tlaadbavior of men. “Oh, but | am such a sinner!”
Yes, and He is such a Savior. “Sir, | am so bla&dt He is able to make us whiter than snow. “Alas,
greatly deserve His curse!” Yes, but He was “maderae for us: for it is written, Cursed is evengo
that hangs on a tree.” By death the Lord has patt ¢hrse away. Behold Him then upon the cross re-
moving human sin, and see if you cannot copy thmards example—“Then came she and worshipped
Him.” Now, try, poor timorous spirit—try and worghiThis is a homage which a humble heart can ren-
der in acceptable style. A self-conceited heart dal anything sooner than worship. Pride, and self|
rebellion cannot worship, but humble hearts arepfap the deed. Oh, that you would now bow with
me before the Lamb of God! Worship Him now! “Bledsgon of God! Blessed Son of God! that ever
You should become man for men, and die in the sispdace! Oh, Your love! Your wondrous love!
And You have gone up into glory now. You sit at tight hand of God, and there | worship You as my
Lord and my God. If | may not call You my Savioetyyou shall be my God. If | may not rejoice in
You, at least | will worship You.” This is holy tallt has a perfume about it which the Lord lovEisat
way faith will come to you. That way life and peauo® rest will come to you. This trembling Canaanit
“came to Him and worshipped Him,” follow her andasd her blessedness.

Then, noticeher prayer One has well observed that if you were on a moftiece of ice, and you
could not get to the shore, or feared that youdowit, one of the very best ways would be to gordow
on all fours and try to crawl along as gingerlyyas could, and try to get off the ice and somehotoo
the shore. This woman so proceeds. She seemg flatfalpon that awful truth which she cannot under
stand. She adores and worships and reverenceshidirsgoke it, and thus she spreads out her weakness
upon every possible resting place, and comes stfedgore. “Lord,” she says, “help me. Oh, do ndt p
me back, but help me. Lord, do not leave me, bijt ime. Whatever You have to say to me, say it,land
will worship You while You say it—

“Though You slay me, | will trust,

Praise You even from the dust,”
but, Lord, help me.” My dear hearer, do that, andtehow. No doctrine will trouble you long, | am sure
it will not. On the contrary, you will inquire whyou ever let it trouble you. Do you ever let prades
tion trouble you in the matter of your daily buse@ Tomorrow you hope to make a few shillings at
your daily calling, but it may be that you will ngtou may lose it. Why do you not say to yoursétf,
may be that the providence of God has arrangedl!tblaall not earn anything to-morrow; therefore |
shall stay at home and do nothing”? Why, you aresnch a fool. You will take down your shop shut-
ters, display your goods, and do your best, or wdligo out to your calling and look for your usual
wage. Let the providence of God do what it may,rymusiness is to do what you can. So is it with a
poor seeking soul; that soul’s business is tohetltord do what He wills, but meanwhile to cry, tHo
help me.” Wholly submissive, but heartily adoritig, at Jesus’ feet and believe that this divinei@av
must and will save every soul that hangs upon Hihis is the way of wisdom; follow it. God help you
to do so, and to do so at once.
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| do not think that | need to say anything moreaay of comforting you, for that may well suffice,
if the Lord shall incline your heart to seek Higdaat once. Remember this, however, that thererneve
was a soul yet that came to Christ and Christ itastvay. Remember, again, that there never can be
such a soul, for He has said, “Him that comes tolMadl in no wise cast out.” Remember, again, that
every soul that ever came to Christ came becaws&dther drew him, and that every soul that came
found out afterwards that there was an electiograte that encompassed him, and that He was in it.
Even this poor woman turned out to be one thatstiwas sent to bless. Although, as a general matter
of fact, in His lifetime He came to the seed o&#dy just as the prophets came to Israel, yet thierays
appeared an exception about the prophets, anddherewas no marvel that there should be exceptio
in the case of their Lord. Many widows were in &ri the days of Elijah, but unto none of them was
the prophet sent save to a woman of Sarepta, wlomdeed to the very city out of which this woman
came. Many lepers were in Israel in the days dflalj yet none of them was healed save Naaman the
Syrian. Naaman did not belong to the favored raadl abut was a far-off stranger, and yet he reeei
the blessing of healing from the Lord God of Isrddle election of God as to these temporal thinds d
seem to exclude all but the seed of Israel, bwig only in seeming, there were always some strange
in the chosen line, and so that particular fornelettion which consisted in our Lord’s personal istn
try being only to the Jews did not cause the exatusf this poor believing woman. To her Jesus §hri
had manifestly come in the chosen line, hoere He wasHe was outside His own boundary! He had
come to her! Now, at this moment, whatever you mhayk about this doctrine or thatesus Christ has
come to youl have preached to you His truth, and you hawdé. Yes, and you have felt something
of its power. Yield to it, | beseech you. If yoweld to it, and come to Him and trust Him, then i&go
that the lines of electing love have encompassed You are His. You could not and would not have
come to Him in prayer and simple faith, if it hagk theen so. Your coming to Him proves that His-eter
nal love of old went after you. Go home, O womamaorrowful spirit, and be sad no more. The Lord
bless you, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 15: 10-39.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—326, 499, 603.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
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