Sermon #1803 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

JEHOVAH-JIREH
NO. 1803

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, OCTOBER 12, 1884,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And Abraham called the name of that place Jehoviteh: as it is said to this day,
In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.”
Genesis 22:14.

“ABRAHAM called the name of that place Jehovah#ifeor, “Jehovah will see it,” or “Jehovah
will provide,” or “Jehovah will be seen.” We are@ed a variety of interpretations, but the exdehiis
that of seeing and being seen. For God to seepsotdde. Our own word “provide,” is only Latin for
“to see.” You know how we say that we wskte toa matter. Possibly this expression hits the naiha
head. Our heavenly Father sees our need, and wittedoresight of love prepares the supply. Hessee
to a need to supply it, and in the seeing He ia,seghe providing He manifests Himself.

| believe that the truth contained in the expmssiJehovah-jireh” was ruling Abraham’s thought
long before he uttered it and appointed it to eerttemorial name of the place where the Lord had pro
vided a substitute for Isaac. It was this thouglitjnk, which enabled him to act as promptly asdite
under the trying circumstances. His reason whigpei¢ghin him, “If you slay your son, how can God
keep His promise to you that your seed shall bmasy as the stars of heaven?” He answered that sug-
gestion by saying to himself, “Jehovah will sedttbAs he went upon that painful journey, with his
dearly beloved son at his side, the suggestion ma&g come to him, “How will you meet Sarah when
you return home, having stained your hands in tbedof her son? How will you meet your neighbors
when they hear that Abraham, who professed to bk atholy man, has killed his son?” That answer
still sustained his heart—“Jehovah will see toJehovah will see to it! He will not fail in His wabr
Perhaps He will raise my son from the dead, bigoime way or other He will justify my obedience to
Him, and vindicate His own command. Jehovah wi &eit.” This was deliverance to every mistrustful
thought. | pray that we may drink into this truéimd be refreshed by it. If we follow the Lord’s g,

He will see to it that we shall not be ashamedamfaunded. If we come into great need by following
His command, He will see to it that the loss shallrecompensed. If our difficulties multiply and in
crease so that our way seems completely blockedalmmvah will see to it that the road shall bereléa
The Lord will see us through in the way of holindsse are only willing to be thorough in it, andre

to follow wheresoever He leads the way. We needvuotder that Abraham should utter this truth, and
attach it to the spot which was to be forever fagydar his whole heart was saturated with it, aad h
been sustained by it. Wisely he makes an altamaméuntain to be memorials of the truth which had s
greatly helped him. His trials had taught him mofé&od—had, in fact, given him a new name for his
God, and this he would not have forgotten, but beld keep it before the minds of the generatioms fo
lowing by naming the place Jehovah-jireh.

Observe as you read this chapter that this wathedirst time that Abraham had thus spoken. When
he called the name of the place Jehovah-jireh deskan it to be true—the ram caught in the thiblaet
been provided as a substitute for Isaac. Jehovdhphavided. But he had before declared that truth
when as yet he knew nothing of the Divine actiohewhe could not even guess how his extraordinary
trial would end. His son Isaac had said to him,H&d the fire and the wood, but where, is the |dorb
a burnt offering?” and the afflicted father hadJaig answered, “My son, God will provide.” In due
time God did provide, and then Abraham honored Hinsaying the same words, only instead of the
ordinary name for God he used the special covetitdgt—Jehovah. That is the only alteration, other-
wise in the same terms he repeats the assuraricghddord will provide.”

Volume 30 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 Jehovah-jireh Sermon #1803

That first utterance was most remarkable. It wapke enough, but how prophetic! It teaches us this
truth thatthe confident speech of a believer is akin to #mgliage of a propheThe man who accepts
the promise of God unstaggeringly, and is sureithattrue, will speak like the seers of old, h#l aee
that God sees, and will declare the fact, and tig inference which comes of it. The believer’sidhi
like assurance will anticipate the future, and glan statement—"God will provide”—uwill turn out to
be literal truth. If you want to come near to pregpying, hold hard to the promises of God and yall sh
“prophecy according to the measure of faith.” Hattban say, “I know and am sure that God will not
fail me in this, my hour of tribulation,” will, befe long, drop pearls of divine confidence and aiads
of prediction from his lips. Choice sayings whiatcbme proverbs in the church of God are not the off
spring of mistrust, but of firm confidence in theing God. To this day many a saying of a man otiGo
is quoted among us, even as Abraham’s word wasdudoses puts it, “As it is said to this day, ‘In
the mount of the Lord it shall be seen;” and waintimention many a sentence which is said unto this
day which first fell from the mouth of a faithfupisit in the hour of the manifestation of the Loithe
speech of the father of the faithful became theesipef his spiritual seed for many a year aftersard
and it abides in the family of faith unto this déiywe have full faith in God, we shall teach suediag
generations to expect Jehovah’s hand to be sticbtmiiestill.

True faith not only speaks the language of prophleat,when she sees her prophecy fulfilled, faith
is always delighted to raise memorials to the Gbtiuth. The stones which were set up of old were not
to the memory of dead men, but they were memooktbe deeds of the livingod, they abundantly
uttered the memory of God’s great goodness. Abrabiarthis occasion did not choose a name which
recorded whahe had done, but a name which spoke of wlettovahhad done. It is true Abraham’s
faith was worthy to be remembered throughout afiegations, for there he believed God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness, and the Loidl tsahim, “And in your seed shall all the natiaofs
the earth be blessed; because you have obeyed . vdhere the Patriarch had endured the extreme
test; no gold was ever passed through a hotteadernBut true faith is always modest; from her gate
boasting is excluded by law. Abraham says nothirmuahimself at all, but the praise is unto Godpwh
sees and is seen, the record is, “Jehovah willigedgvl like that self-ignoring, | pray that we alsmay
have so much strength of faith that self may gtheowall. Little faith is very apt to grow proud e,
to its own astonishment, it has worked righteousnBsit strong faith so completely empties itsetig a
so entirely depends upon the all-sufficiency of Gib@t when anything is achieved it remembers noth-
ing but the divine hand, and lays the crown wheoaight to be laid. Growing in experimental acqtrain
ance with the God of the covenant, faith has a s@wg and a new name for her God, and takes cdre tha
His wonderful works shall be remembered.

Note yet further, that when faith has uttered @pecy, and has set up her memotia, record of
mercy received becomes itself a new prophé&dyaham says, “Jehovah-jireh—God will see to it.”
What was he doing then but prophesying a seconel fomfuture ages? He bids us know that, as God
had provided for him in the time of his extremisp He will provide for all them that put their ttus
Him. The God of Abraham lives, and let His namepkmsed, and let us rest assured that, as certsnly
in the patriarch’s distress, when there seemedayaof escape, the Lord appeared for him and was see
in the mountain, even so shall it be with all tiedidving seed while time endures. We shall all rizt
and tested, but in our utmost need God will seeand, see to our deliverance, if we will but letHai
have her perfect work, and will hope and quietlytvitte moment when the Lord shall be seen working
salvation. The Lord is the Preserver of men andPtlozider for men. | long for all of us to get thigth
firmly fixed in our hearts, and therefore | shall to show that God’s provision for Abraham andatsa
typified the far greater provision by which all tfethful are delivered from death, and that Gad, i
providing in the mountain, has given us thereini@ guarantee that all our necessities shall béged
for henceforth even forever.

Consider, then, that the provision which God mimieAbraham was symbolic of the greater provi-
sion which He has made for all His chosen in Chietus. “Jehovah-jireh” is a text from which to
preach concerning providence, and many have beesetimons which have been distilled from it. But |
take the liberty of saying that providence, in ¢indinary sense of the term, is not the first thdugtthe
passage, which should be read with some sort efeete to its connection, and the more so because
that connection is exceedingly remarkable.
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I. When Abraham said, “Jehovah will provide,” he meastfirst of all, to learn that THE PROVI-
SION WILL COME IN THE TIME OF OUR EXTREMITY. The mvision of the ram instead of Isaac
was the significant type which was before Abrahamisd. But our Lord tells us, “Abraham rejoiced to
see My day, and he saw it, and was glad.” And gufedver Abraham saw the day of Christ, and was
beyond measure glad, it was at that moment whdreheld the Lord providing a substitute for Isaac. A
any rate, whether Abraham understood the full nrepaf what he said or not, he spoke not for himself
but for us. Every word he uttered is for our teaghiand the teaching is this, that God, in thedfjiftlis
Son, Jesus Christ, made the fullest provision far greatest needs, and from that we may infer that
whatever need shall ever occur to us, God willaiely provide for it, but He may delay the actuam
ifestation of it until our darkest hour has come—

“Just in the last distressing hour

The Lord displays delivering power;
The moment of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace.”

The Lord gave our Lord Jesus Christ to be the Subestfor men in view of the utmost need of our
race. Isaac was hard pressed when God interferddsdpehalf. The knife was lifted up by a resolute
hand, he was within a second of death when thelianggce said, “Lay not your hand upon the lad.”
God provided instantly when the need pressed usgeBeloved, was Isaac nearer to death than sinful
man was near to hell? Was that knife closer taliheat of the beloved Isaac than the axe of thewexe
tioner was near to the neck of every sinner, yeghé neck of the whole race of man? We have so
sinned and gone astray that it was not possibl&tm to wink at our transgressions; He must visit o
iniquities with the just punishment, which is naotfpiless than eternal death. | constantly meet peth
sons under the convincing power of the Spirit oiGand | always find that in their apprehension the
punishment of sin is something terrible and ovetwmingy. When God deals with men by His convinc-
ing Spirit, they feel that their sin deserves noghiess than the wrath of God in hell. So it wathwaiur
race, we had altogether destroyed ourselves, amne steit up under condemnation by the law, and it
was in that dread hour that God interposed andlggroed a Savior for men. “While we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” | would to God we alltfehat a dreadful thing it is to be lost, for them
would value the provision of the Savior much mdrantwe do now. Oh, sirs, if no Redeemer had been
provided, we might have gathered here this morrang, if you could have had patience to hear me, all
would have been able to say would have been, “BratHet us weep together and sigh in chorus, ®r w
shall all die, and dying, we shall sink into thetbomless pit, and shall abide forever under thbtegus
anger of God.” It would have been so with us all ubstitute had not been found. If the gift @ kbwv-
ing Father had not been bestowed, if Jesus hadamatescended to die in our place, we would have
been left for execution by that law which will bg means spare the guilty. We talk about our salaati
as if it were nothing very particular, we have lgeaf the plan of substitution so often that it hees
commonplace. It should not be so, | believe thatilt thrills the angels with astonishment thatrma
when he had fallen from his high estate, and hash lmnished from Eden, and had become a rebel
against God, should be redeemed by the blood oH#ie of all things, by whom the Divine Father
made the worlds. When death and hell opened theis fo devour, then was this miracle completed,
and Jesus taken among the thorns was offered aqrifice for us.

God not only interposed when the death of Isaax imaninent, but also when the anguish of Abra-
ham had reached its highest pitch. The patriarfdite never wavered, but we must not forget that he
was a man like ourselves, and no father could seehild offered up without an inward agony which
surpasses all description. The anguish of so peaf@can as Abraham, a man who felt all the domestic
affections intensely, as every truly godly fatheusinfeel them, and who loved his son as much as he
loved his own life, must have been unspeakablytgWaat must have been the force of faith which en-
abled the man of God to master himself, to go eoytto the current of human nature, and delibeyatel
to stand ready to sacrifice his Isaac! He must Heeen wound up to a fearful pitch of anguish when h
lifted the knife to slay his son, but just then #reel stopped his hand, and God provided the sathea
substitute in the moment of his utmost misery.

Surely the world had come to a great state of miaden at last God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, that He might become the sacrifice for Atmany rate this | know, that as a rule men dosest
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Christ to be their substitute nor accept Him asr tRedeemer till they feel that they lie at heldlsor,
and till their anguish on account of sin has becexeeedingly great. | remember well when | first be
held the Lamb of God who suffered in my stead.d b#ien heard the story of His death, | could have
told it out to others very correctly, but then dldiot know my own pressing need, | had not confedb
the knife at my throat, nor was | about to die, #metefore my knowledge was a cold, inoperativeghi
But when the law had bound me, and given me ovde&th, and when my heart within me was crushed
with fear, then the sight of the glorious Subsétutas as bright to me as a vision of heaven. Dédsle
suffer in my stead outside the gate? Were my trassgns laid on Him? Then | received Him with joy
unspeakable, with my whole nature accepting thel gwws. At this moment | accept the Lord Jesus as
my Substitute with a deep, peaceful delight. Bldsse the name of Jehovah-jireh for having taken
thought of mea beggar, a wretch, a condemned criminal, and d&mlg provided the Lamb of God
whose precious blood was shed instead of mine.

Il. Secondly, upon the mountain THE PROVISION WAS SP@NEOUSLY MADE for Abra-
ham, and so was the provision which the Lord diggdain the fullness of time when He gave up His
Son to die. The ram caught in the thicket was &ipian which on Abraham’s part was quitasought
He did not fall down and pray, “O Lord, in Your tlrness provide another victim instead of my son,
Isaac.” Probably it never entered his mind. But Gpdntaneously, from the free grace of His own
heart, put the ram where Abraham found it. You baddl not pray for Christ to die. He died for us-be
fore we were born, and if He had not done so itld/aever have entered into our mind to ask for so
great a gift. Until the Lord sought us we did noere seek to be saved by Christ, of the fact of whos
death we had been made aware. Oh, no, it is no&imby nature to seek a Savior, it is in God te giv
Savior, and then the Spirit of God sweetly inclittes heart to seek Him, but this seeking comeshot
man. “When we were yet without strength, in dueeti@hrist died for the ungodly.” It is ours to sinis
God’s to save. “We have turned every one to his way, andhe Lordhas laid on Him the iniquity of
us all.” Ours is the wandering, but the laying lobde wanderings upon Jesus is of the Lord alone, we
neither bought it, nor sought it, nor thought it.

In Abraham’s case | believe it was anexpectedhing. He did not reckon upon any substitute for
his son, he judged that he would have to die, aeebed him as already dead. As for ourselves, if God
had not revealed the plan of salvation by the switisin of His only-begotten Son we would never éav
dreamed of it. Remember that the Son of God isvattethe Father, and if the Holy Spirit had not re-
vealed the fact that the offended God would HimbkeHr the penalty due for the offense, it wouldemev
have occurred to the human mind. The brightesh@fspirits before God’s throne would never have de-
vised the plan of salvation by the sacrifice ofu¥edt was unexpected. Let us bless the Lord, wd® h
done for us exceeding abundantly above what wedaskeeven thought, in giving to us redemption
through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I may say of Christ what | could not have saidAbfaham'’s ram, that not only was He unsought for
by us and unexpected, but now that He is givenstieti perfectly comprehended—

“Much we talk of Jesu’s blood,
But how little’s understood!

Of His suffering’s, so intense,
Angels have no perfect sense.”

| am often ready to beat upon my own breast asdysthe wondrous mystery of atoning love, for it
seems to me so low a thing to be so little affetigduch boundless grace. If we fully felt what G
done for us in the great deed of Jesus’ deathigihthmot be a wonder if we were to die under th@azam
ing discovery. “Such knowledge is too wonderful foe, it is high, | cannot attain unto it.” The immo
tal God undertakes to bear death for man! The inufage stands in the sinner’s place, the well-pleasi
Son is made accursed for those who otherwise han &decursed forever. He who was above all shame
and sorrow laid aside His glory and became the “Maisorrows,” “despised and rejected of men.”
“Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He becaow .p It is more extraordinary than romance! Poets
may sing their loftiest stanzas, but they shallemeeach the height of this great argument. “Pamdi
Lost” a Milton may compose, and fascinate a worithwis majestic lines, but Paradise Restored by th
divine substitution is not to be fully sung by narinind. God only knows the love of God. All the
harps of redeemed men and all the hymns of adamggls can never set forth the splendor of the love
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of Jehovah in providing for our need, providing éar salvation, providing His only-begotten Song an
providing Him of His own free love, unsought, antlasired of men.

lIl. But, thirdly, we ought to dwell very long and eastig upon the fact, that for man’s need, THE
PROVISION WAS MADE BY GOD HIMSELF. The text says]e¢hovah-jireh,” thé.ord will see to it,
the Lord will provide. None else could have provided a ramsdleither on earth nor in heaven was
there found any helper for lost humanity. What i$i@er could be presented to God if a sacrifice doul
be accepted? Behold Lebanon, as it rises majdgticabard heaven, white with its snows; see the for
ests which adorn its sides! Set these all on &rel see it blaze as the wood of the altar of Gast, Y
“Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, or the beakeréof sufficient for a burnt offering.” Take theynads
of cattle that roam the hills, and shed their blabgou have made a sea of gore, but what ofliHitis
not possible that the blood of bulls and of goatudd take away sins.” Men may themselves diejrbut
death each man who dies only pays his own debatiore, there is nothing left for another. “None can
by any means redeem his brother, nor give to Gomhaom for him.” Where shall a, redemption, be
found by which it shall be possible that the mutl# of the elect shall be effectually redeemed from
death and hell? Such a ransom could only be foyn@dx, and He could only find it in Himself—in
Him who was one with Himself, who lay in the bosoimthe Father from old eternity. The provision
was made by God Himself, since no other could g®viod alone could say, “Deliver him from going
down to the pit: | have found a Ransom.”

But was it not singular that the Lord Jehovah #h@uovide it? When law has been broken, and its
honor has to be retrieved, it would not be judgkely that the aggrieved party should make theisacr
fice. That God, against whom all the blasphemy sindand wickedness of a vulgar world was aimed,
shall He Himself make expiation? Shall the judgarltee penalty due to the criminal? “Lay it on the
sinner; for it is his due,” so Justice cries aloutlay the penalty on the transgressor,” but if asditbte
can be permitted, where can one be found able dihdgno become surety for the guilty? Found upon
the throne! Found in the majesty that is offend&aithren, | am beaten down by my subject, forgivee m
that |1 cannot speak of it as | would desire. Thereao room here for words; it is a matter for silen
thought. We want the fact of substitution to strikge and then the cross will grow sublimely gréat.
vision | behold it! Its two arms are extended righd left till they touch the east and west andsivad-
ow all races of men, the foot of it descends lothan the grave, till it goes down even to the gafes
hell, while upward the cross mounts with a halondabout it of unutterable glory, till it rises afgothe
stars, and sheds its light upon the throne of tlstNHigh. Atonement is a divine business; its $aeri
is infinite, even as the God who conceived it. @loe to His name forever! It is all that | can skywvas
nothing less than a stretch of divine love for 3etsugive Himself for our sins. It was gracious foe
Infinite to conceive of such a thing, but for Himdarry it out was glorious beyond all. What shalhy
of it?

I will only interject this thought here—let noné& us ever interfere with the provision of God.nif i
our dire distress He alone was our Jehovah-jireti,movided us a Substitute, let us not think thate
is anything left for us to provide. O sinner, dayary, “Lord, | must have a broken heart”? He \pilb-
vide it for you. Do you cry, “Lord, | cannot mast&n, | have not the power to conquer my passions”?
He will provide strength for you. Do you mourn, ‘dy | shall never hold on and hold out to the dnd.
am so fickle”? Then He will provide perseveranceyfou. Do you think that after having given His own
dear Son to purchase you He will let that work fetausgoucannot provide some little odds and ends
to complete the work? Oh, dream not so, dote nadumh a folly. Whatever you want, poor sinner, if
you believe in Christ, the Lord’s provision of avia in Christ warrants you believing that God will
provide it. Salvation begins with Jehovah-jirehe tross and the bleeding Savior, do you think it wi
afterwards drivel down into you providing this atfht? Oh, your pride! Your insane pride! You are to
do something, are you? What! And yoke your litbengthing with the Eternal God? Did you ever hear
of an angel failing to perform a duty until he vessisted by an ant? Have you ever heard of Godat gr
laws of nature breaking down till some child’s famgcould supplement their force? You to help your
God to provide! Get out of the way, and be noththgn shall God come in and be everything. Sink! It
is the Lord that must riséle shall be seen in the mountain, and not you. Haleself, and let the glory
of the Lord be manifested in you. | wish that eviepubled one here could catch this idea, and hold
fast. Whatever you need to put away your sin, wheatgou need to make you a new creature, whatever
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you need to carry you to heaven, Jehovah-jirehLdrd will provide it. He will see to it. Trust iKim,
and before long you shall see the divine provisang Jehovah shall be glorious in yours eyes.

I\V. But | must pass on. That which God prepares for gomers is A PROVISION MOST GLO-
RIOUSLY MADE. God provided a ram instead of Isa@his was sufficient for the occasion as a type,
but that which was typified by the ram is infinjtehore glorious. In order to save us God provided .G
| cannot put it more simply. He did not provideargel, nor a mere man, but God Himself. Come, sin-
ner, with all your load of sin, God can bear it tthoulders that bear up the universe can welasust
your load of guilt. God gave you His Godhead toyber Savior when He gave you His Son.

But He also gave in the person of Chpstfect manhooé-such a man as never lived before, eclips-
ing even the perfection of the first Adam in thedgam by the majestic innocence of His nature. When
Jesus has been viewed as man, even unconvertethawerso admired His excellence that they have
almost adored Him. Jesus is God and man, and tiverHaas given that man, that God, to be your Re-
deemer. For your redemption the Lord God has gjenthe death of Christ; and what a death it was! |
would that troubled hearts would more often studygtory of the Great Sacrifice, the agony anddyoo
sweat, the betrayal in the garden, the bindindghefitands, the accusation of the innocent, the goayr
the thorn-crowning, the spitting in the face, theckery, the nailing to the tree, the lifting up tbke
cross, the burning fever, the parching thirst, abhdve all, the overpowering anguish of being foesak
by His God. Do you think, O soul, that to save ylo@ Son of God must cry, “Lama Sabachthani!”? Do
you think that to save you He must hang naked sosHame between heaven and earth, rejected of both,
must cry, “I thirst,” and receive nothing but virsggvith which to moisten His burning lips? Jesusstmu
“pour out His soul unto death” that we might liide must be “numbered with the transgressors,” that
we might be numbered with His saints in glory eastihg. Was not this a glorious provision? What
greater gift could be bestowed than one in whom &@uatiman are blended in one?

When Abraham on the mountain offered a sacrifiogas called a “burnt offering,” but when the
Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary died it was not onlyuant offering, but a sin offering, a meat offeyin
and a peace offering, and every other kind of Baerin one. Under the oldest of all dispensatidies,
fore the Mosaic economy, God had not taught merigtections of sacrifice, but an offering unteth
Lord meant all that was afterwards set forth by ynigpes. When the venerable patriarch offered a sac
rifice, it was an offering for sin, and a sweet #ng savor besides. So was it with our Lord Jesus
Christ. When He died He made His soul an offerimgsin, and “put away sin by the sacrifice of Him-
self.” When He died, Halso offered unto God a burnt offering, for we readntAwalk in love, as
Christ also has loved us, and has given Himselfukban offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet
smelling savor.” When Jesus died He gave to usaaeeffering, for we come to feast upon Him with
God, and to us “His flesh is meat indeed, His blgodrink indeed.” One would need many a day in
which to expatiate upon the infinite virtues andadlences of Christ, in whom all perfections arestv
ly hived. Blessed be His name, God has most glshygorovided for us in the day of our need. Jehevah
jireh!

V. Fifthly, THE PROVISION WAS MADE EFFECTIVELY. Isaadid not die, the laughter in
Abraham’s house was not stifled, there was no doiethe patriarch; he went home with his son ip-ha
py companionship, because Jehovah had provideddfimmgamb for a burnt offering. The ram which
was provided did not bleed in vain, Isaac did netakt well as the ram; Abraham did not have to slay
the God-provided victim and his own son also. Ne, dne sacrifice sufficed. Beloved, this is my com-
fort in the death of Christ—I hope it is yours—tit did not die in vain. | have heard of a theology
which, in its attempt to extol the efficacy of G3tts death, virtually deprives it of any certaifi@éncy,
the result of the atonement is made to dependegntipon the will of man, and so is left to haphdza
Our Lord, according to certain teachers, might azhihnot see of the travail of His soul. | conféisat |
do not believe in this random redemption, and | eernthat any person can derive comfort from such
teaching. | believe that the Son of God could rassibly have come into the world in the circumsesnc
in which He did come, and could not have died aglidalie, and yet be defeated and disappointed. He
died for those who believe in Him, and these dhad| yes, theydo live in Him.

| should think that Isaac, the child of laughtegs solemnly joyous as he descended the hill and
went home with his father. | think both of thenpped along with happy step towards Sarah’s house
and their own loved home, and you and | this day g@home with the same joyousness. We shall not
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die, for the Lamb of God has died for us. We shaller perish, for He has suffered in our stead. We
were bound on the altar, we were laid on the weodi, the fire was ready for our consuming, but no
knife shall touch us now, for the sacrifice is offié@ once for all. No fire shall consume us, for e
suffered in our stead has borne the heat of timeeflan our behalf. We live, and we shall live. “Ténes
therefore now no condemnation to them which ar€lmist Jesus.” This is an effectual and precious
providing. | do not believe in a redemption whicll dot redeem, or in an atonement which did not
atone, but | do believe in Him who died in vain fame, but will effectually save His own church and
His own sheep for whom He laid down His life. TarHwe will all render praise, for He was slain, and
He has redeemed us unto God by His blood out afyditedred and people and nation.

VI. We turn then, sixthly, to this note, that we maylwéorify Jehovah-jireh because THIS PRO-
VISION WAS MADE FOR EVERY BELIEVER. The provisionnothe Mount of Moriah was made on
behalf of Abraham, he was himself a man of faitig he is styled the “father of the faithful,” andw
every faithful or believing one may stand where &iam stood, and say, “Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will
provide.” Remember, however, that our faith musbbéhe same nature as that of Abraham, or it will
not be counted to us for righteousness. Abrahaaitk fvorked by love, it so worked in him that heswa
willing to do all that the Lord bade him, even tcsfice of his own dear son. You must possess-a li
ing, working, self-sacrificing faith if you wouldebsaved. If you have it, you may be as sure thataye
saved as you are sure that you have sinned. “Hééhaves on Him is not condemned,” because Christ
was condemned for him. “He that believes on Him éarlasting life,” he cannot die, for Christ died
for him. The great principle upon which our seguigt based is the righteousness of God, which assur
us that He will not punish the substitute and tphenish the person for whom the substitute endured t
penalty. It were a matter of gross injustice if gener, having made atonement for his sin in grsgn
of his covenant Head, the Lord Jesus, should adtetsvbe called upon to account for the very sirctvhi
was atoned for. Sin, like anything else, cannanlie/o places at once, if the great God took my aid
laid it on His Son, then it is not on me anymofelesus bore the wrath of God for me, | cannot Hestr
wrath, it were contrary to every principle of atjusoral government that the Judge should cast our
Surety into prison and exact the penalty from Hmd ghen come upon those for whom the suretyship
was undertaken. By this gospel | am prepared todsta fall, yes, by it | will live or die, | knowaoth-
er. Because | believe it, | this day cry from tlatbm of my heart, “Jehovah-jireh,” the Lord has-r
vided an effectual redemption for all those who thetir trust in Him whom God has set forth to be a
propitiation. It is true, as it is written, “He thibelieves and is baptized shall be saved.” Itus that the
faith which works by love brings justification tbd soul.

VII. But now I close with a remark which will reveal tfa-reaching character of my text. “Jeho-
vah-jireh” is true concerning all necessary thingke instance given of Abraham being provided for
shows us that the Lord will always be a ProviderHts people. As to the gift of the Lord Jesuss fisi
A PROVISION WHICH GUARANTEES ALL OTHER PROVISION.He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall kg with Him also freely give us all things?” Abra-
ham learned that, for, as soon as he had slaughtiieeeram, the covenant was repeated in his eads, a
repeated as he had never heard it before—accontpaitie an oath. God cannot swear by any greater
than Himself, and so He said, “By Myself have | swd Thus the covenant was ratified by blood and
by the oath of God. Oh, that bleeding Sacrificeé Thvenant of God is confirmed by it, and our fasth
established. If you have seen Jesus die for your, geart has heard God swear, “Surely in blessing |
will bless you!” By two immutable things, whereihis impossible for God to lie, He has given us
strong consolation who have fled for refuge to llbpe set before us in the gospel. Let us fall lack
this eternal verity, that if God has provided HignoWell-beloved Son to meet the most awful of @&l n
cessities, then He will provide for us in everythilse.

Where will He provide? He will provide for us the mountainthat is to say, in the place of our tri-
al. When we reach the place where the fatal deadrbst obedience is to be worked, then God will
interpose. You desire Him to provide for you whem ¥ift up your eyes and see the mountain afar off.
He does not choose to do so, but in the mountahall be seen, in the place of the trial, in tbatrof
the furnace, in the last extremity Jehovah willseen, for He will see to it, and it shall becomarav-
erb with you—*“In the mountain Jehovah shall be se€hat is to say, when you cannot see, the Lord
will see you and see to your need, for His eyesipom the righteous, and His ears are open to ¢their
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You will not need to explain to God your difficid8 and the intricacies of your position, He wilk se
all. Joyfully sing that revival ditty—
“This my Father knows.”

As soon as the Lord has seen our need, then Hissmo shall be seen. You need not climb to
heaven or descend into the deep to find it, the'sgorovision is near at hand—the ram in the thicke
behind you though you see it not as yet. When yauetheard God speak to you, you shall turn and see
it, and wonder you never saw it before. You wilahdy bless God for the abundant provision whiah H
reveals in the moment of trial. Then shall the Lbfichself be seen. You will soon die, and perhaps in
dying you will be troubled by the fear of deatht ket that evil be removed by this knowledge—thes t
Lord will yet be seen, and when He shall appearsfmll be manifested in His glory. In the day & th
revelation of the Lord Jesus your body shall bsedifrom the dead, and then shall the divine piavis
yet more fully be discovered. “In the mount it $hd seen,” and there shall God Himself be marefest
to you, for your eyes shall behold Him and not heat

There is a rendering given to my text which wenmamnquite pass over. Some read it that “in the
mount the people shall be seen”—in that mountaiyegrs to come the multitude would gather to wor-
ship God. God'’s presence was in the temple whichhugt upon that spot, and there the tribes went u
the tribes of the Lord to worship the Most Highdwell in a house not made with hands, but piled by
God of solid slabs of mercy. He is building for mealace of crystal, pure and shining, transpaasnt
the day. | see the house in which | am to abidevier gradually growing around me. Its foundatiors wa
laid of old, in eternal love—"in the mount it shak seen.” The Lord provided for me a Covenant Head
a Redeemer, and a Friend, and in Him | abide. Simee, course upon course of the precious stones of
loving-kindness has been laid, and the jeweledsnat all around me. Has it not been so with yoy? B
and by we shall be roofed in with glory everlastiagd then as we shall look to the foundations,thad
walls, and to the arch above our head, we shallitsidehovah-jireh—God has provided all this for
me!” How we shall rejoice in every stone of theidesbuilding! How will our memory think over the
method of the building! On such a day was thatestiard, | remember it right well, “I was sorely ksic
and the Lord comforted me.” On such a day was dti@r stone laid—I was in prison, spiritually, and
the heavenly visitor came to me. On such anothgrvees that bejeweled course completed, for my
heart was glad in the Lord and my glory rejoicedhi@ God of my salvation. The walls of love ard sti
rising, and when the building is finished and tbp stone is brought out with shouts of “Grace, grac
unto it we shall then sing this song unto the d-efJEHOVAH-JIREH! The Lord has provided it.
From the beginning to the end there is nothing ahrand nothing of merit, nothing of self, but dil o
God in Christ Jesus, who has loved us with an astng love, and therefore has abounded towards us
in blessing according to the fullness of His intiinheart. To Him be praise world without end. Amen
and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 221-19.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—426, 226, 199.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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