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BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And | will strengthen them in the Lord: and theyrall walk up and down in His name, says the Lord.”
Zechariah 10:12.

THIS text is pitched in the royal key. It has nathiof the caution and doubting of man about it.
Where the word of a king is there is power, and thithe word of a King, indeed. It is the wordJef
hovah, King of kings and Lord of lords, and you manow it by His sovereign style—“l will,” and
“they shall.” Look at it. You sometimes say, Will,” but you mistake your power, and your talk fer-
ments into boasting. Never make your mouth lonigan tyour arm, for that is monstrous. You have said,
“I will,” but you cannot achieve your purpose, fgyu forgot to say, “If the Lord wills,” and thatrigot-
ten factor masters you. And when you sayhey shall’—ah, then you are out of your reckoning, for
who are they that you can command? You cannottsaghout question concerning your own children,
nor your own wife, nor your own friend. The will§ men and women are wayward, and fickle, and if
you calculate upon them you may soon find youraefault. Hesitate before you sdyhey shall,” in
reference to any of our liberty-loving race. Sommets the word is no sooner spoken than you discover
that you have provoked a “shall not.” Men are mobé¢ ruled and governed just after that fashiomeyTh
are not like your boy’s chessmen, which he can naiviis pleasure, and take in and out of the box
whenever he likes.

Will andshall are not for us feeble beings. But the Lord haiglat to the imperial style, and it is in
order for Him to say, “I will,” and “they shall,”isce He has the power to make good His words. This
majestic speech is no novelty with Him. You wildi it all through His covenant utterances. He speak
in the tone of omnipotence. He speaks like one krfaws His own mind, and understands how to rule
the minds of others. “Oh,” says one, “but men aee fagents.” | never thought that they were ntt, al
hough | am not sure that it is much to their gaiat they are. The glorious privilege of the freedoim
the will has been terribly overrated, it is a dangs heritage which has already lost us Paradisk, a
will lose us all hope of heaven unless the mightacg of God shall interpose. But, let it standtasay,
God is able to say of free will and of free agefitsyill,” and “they shall.” His government is sudhat
without violating the nature of the creature that irhs made, or putting upon it any physical comgtra
contrary to its own condition, He can accomplisk Bhivn purposes in all respects.

Grace knows how to work gently, quietly, yet pagnso that the most unwilling feel themselves
sweetly constrained to be willing, and those whoenaost desperately opposed feel their heartstrelen
ing and their spirits yielding to the divine purpo3he grace of God secretly melts down the iceaks
to pieces the rock, and dissolves the adamant.nT&@s obstinacy is broken, his rebellious spirit is
melted, and yet the man remains entire, and crigtsall his heart, “I will,” though a little beforee had
been stubborn and resolute. The “shall” of gracenightier than the “I will” of pride. The will oftte
Lord leads the will of man in silken bonds, strontien fetters of iron.

Do not be afraid of the sovereignty and omnipogeoicdivine grace, but, on the contrary, look to it
as the last resource of a broken-down spirit. Wihene remains no strength in you, nor any ability o
any kind or sort, then fling yourself upon the deistrength, and lay hold upon it, and rejoice that
God has said, “they shall,” then assuredly you.wittall your attention to this sovereign style [ur-
pose, for there are many that exalt man in thegs. d#e has become the god of modern idolatry. But a
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for us, we have yet to speak on the behalf of Gad,to lift up His name higher and higher, onlytwis
ing we had greater power with which to tell out tilery of the Ever Blessed who is Lord of all, who
does as He wills in the armies of heaven and antomghabitants of the earth.

With that as a preface, let me call your attentmithe very delightful promise of this text. lHates
to the Jews, no doubt, and in them will have a fofrfulfillment. In the first utterance of it, ietates to
that nation, but every covenant promise that beddnghe seed of Abraham belongs to every believer,
for believers are the truest seed of Abraham. Tlaesehe true Israel that worship God in spirit an
have no confidence in the flesh. In Christ Jesagetis neither Jew nor Gentile, circumcision nagiun
cumcision. The inheritance is not according toftegh, but it is according to the spirit, accordioghe
promise, according to the grace of God and the poiv&od. Without the slightest hesitation each be-
liever here may appropriate to himself this textfasas it suits his condition and necessity. “ll wi
strengthen them in the Lord: and they shall walkaog down in His name, says the Lord.” Observe the
“says the Lord,” like a great seal, confirming tterter. A “thus says the Lord” makes assurance dou
bly sure. You have here a word from the mouth efAlmighty. Be not afraid to feast upon the text, f
by every word of God shall man live.

I. The first thing | see here is A SINGULAR FORM OFFHNGTH. “I will strengthen thenm the
Lord.”

There are many forms of force and power, and nossgss more or less of various kinds of strength,
but this is a singular and special kind of enefgyvill strengthen themin the Lord.” Physicalstrength
is very desirable. What a blessing it is to be lzald strong, and healthy and vigorous! But a may ma
have gigantic force, and it may be a curse to Henmay use his bodily strength for the very woffst o
purposes; the brute within him may be the moreighliecause it is so vigorous. The strongest main th
ever lived was one of the unhappiest of men, thndhg temptation to which his vigorous flesh exjgose
him. Samson was the weakest as well as the strbofjegen. Let no man glory in his bodily strength,
for he is excelled in it by the horse, the ox, #mel ass. Man has but to take iron and he can lrild
himself an engine which shall be stronger than shads of men. There is nothing very noble in mere
animal strength, though some glory in it, as thoiighade heroes of them—

“How vain is man who boasts in fight
The valor of gigantic might.”

There is a higher strength which we cakntalpower—the energy of mind—certainly a very desir-
able talent. Yet men of great minds have descetaléallies unworthy of the weakest. Remember Lord
Bacon—“the greatest, meanest of mankind”? In séwestances wide knowledge has been accompa-
nied with the pettiest possible designs, and men dve seemed to equal angels in their intelleet ha
verged upon devils in their motives. It is a saddlfthat it should be so, but mental force withmdral
principle has become an engine of destructionpnamument of mischief. Of all kinds of villains tled-
ucated villain is the most to be dreaded. The twied knows nothing is readily captured, but he that
adroit and well-instructed baffles police, and plars without making himself the victim of the lalivis
not an unmixed blessing to possess unusual mamta.flt involves great responsibility, and mayéie
fore increase the guilt of its owner.

There is what | may catifficial strength, too—that strength which a man collects asts in him-
self by reason of the position which he occupies, this is not the highest order of power. The nsan
at the head of a body of men, and they becomeontes$. A leader finds strength in his following. By
his influence he sways them, His word is law tanthéle speaks, and they obey His utterances. They
are ready to do everything or nothing, as he maypsé. It is a great power, but oh, how frequendy h
it been misused for the purposes of the demagoguoé the tyrant! It is not, after all, a very dedite
thing, for he that has it might almost wish to héhaut it, since it entails so much toil, anxieéyd care,
and is so difficult to use aright. Well used it W®to noblest results, but in the hands of one istspir-
itually weak it is as dangerous as firearms ingtesp of children.

But the text speaks of a far higher form of sttartpan either of these. God says of His people, “I
will strengthen thenin the Lord.” Oh that we might experience this process to theost degree! We
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can never have too much of strength in the Lorts & thing so pure, so heavenly, so divine, thatei
were strengthened till we became spiritual Samsbosir minds were enlarged till we became spititua
Solomons, and if our influence over others weredased till we became commanders like David,
strength from the Lord would fit us to wield thengst measure of these lower forces. To be strength-
ened with strength in the Lord is of all things thest desirable.

But what is it? What is this kind of strength retLord? Does it not meanstrength that comes dis-
tinctly and directly from God Himseldnd gives us a measure of the power with which Bioaself is
strong in spirit, so far as it is communicable tis Ereatures? God is strong in His will to accosipli
good, strong in resolve, strong in love, strongight, nothing can overcome Him, or turn Him aside
from His purpose. He is strong morally, becausasHgefinitely holy, unquestionably just, and immuta
bly good. Righteousness and integrity are the bidsvaf His kingdom. | speak of Him now, not as the
eternal God alone in Himself, but as He is pledasegtveal Himself to us, in dispensations of law an
gospel the supreme power of the Lord over the mmaire of man lies in His spotless perfection of
character.

| notice that whenever the Lord strengthens a miimdivine strength, it makes histrong in faith
He believes the promise, believes it intensely, esak matter-of-fact of it, and he acts upon it.ddes
not stagger at the promise through unbelief, bugikes glory to God, and therefore he does and he
dares what other men cannot do, what other mendwooti dare to do. Strengthened with an inward
might, he learns to look at the word of God as sheetakes it to be his daily food, and rejoicedt in
more than they that find great spoil.

In some men this strength from God takes the forgreat patienceThey have been severely tried,
but they are not overcome. They have been cast dowtrthey have not been destroyed, they have been
distressed, but they are not in despair. Whatangtman was Job! | do not know where to point to a
greater instance of the strength of God in manwie stronger than enemies, fire, wind, and dea¢h. H
was covered with boils, but his heart was not cened. If any of you have felt even one of suchihorr
ble abscesses, you can guess what a torture ithmeust have these boils upon one’s skin from head t
foot, and to scrape one’s self with a potsherdhawe lost everything was comparatively a triflet tau
sit there in his sorrow and to be tortured, pureduas with a thousand needles, by his cruel frientle
so bitterly accused him of being a hypocrite, aatlty bless the Lord was no easy matter. Thosesrit
who are of the same nature as Ham love to dilata Wob’s faults, for my part, | would go backward
and cover them. The weakness of the man was seestilbthe divine power was gloriously conspicu-
ous when the patriarch cried, “Though He slay net,will | trust in Him.” This is a kind of power
which only God can give, and he that gets it ipiatsal giant in the esteem of those holy beindsow
know how to estimate the highest forces in thestrigshion.

The man who becomes strengthened by God himsetinbes strong iprayer. You should see the
man of God upon his knees. The posts of the dddneaven move while he pleads with Jehovah. He is
one that can cast his arms about the loins of dherant angel, and give Him a throw; he will conén
untiringly to contend with him, crying—

“With You all night | mean to stay,
And wrestle till the break of day.”

When a man is thus strengthened he overcomesihégvarayer. He carries the holy city by storm,
he comes boldly to the throne of the Most High,JJehovah's arm he lays his hand, and he cries tq Him
“Even You, great God, shall hear the voice of my €ulfill Your word unto Your servant, upon which
You have caused me to hope. Do as You have said.”

A man that is strengthened with such might asdhisface his fellow mesms bravely as Elijah met
vacillating Israel upon Carmel. He exercises infice2=among his fellow men, for he moves among them
as a being made superior to themselves. We sonsetieas in history of the great bravery of the
knights, and of their deeds of prowess, and sdfortonfess | think rather little of their so-aall chiv-
alry, considering their superior armor. When a nsaboxed up in iron from head to foot, and his kors
too, and is able to rush with his lance among hemssliof poor fellows wearing nothing but their com-
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mon clothes, they may look at him as a great Haub] do not see the amazing courage which he dis-
plays. | have more respect for the coat of maihtfea the male who is coated in it. Far bravett ifor

the poor man whose name is never mentioned—the consoldier in the regiment—to dash into the
fight. Far more honorable is it to wage spirituarnnwnot with flesh and blood but with spiritual Ved-
ness, and to wage it not with iron and sulfur, with love and truth. The child of God, without atgr-
ogation from his honor, is, when he is strengthdme&od, like the knight in the midst of common-sol
diers. He is clad from head to foot in the armoligtit, and he wields the sword of the Spirit, whis
swift and sharp, when he speaks God speaks thionghand when he pleads with men God gives him
the power that touches consciences and heartssampiers them with holy arguments. The man made
strong by God for Himself becomes a mighty poweoaghis fellow men.

It is a thing greatly to be desired that you arsthduld be strengthened by God’s strength, for then
we areprepared to do the Lord’s work effectualo you not see the difference between quiet gthen
and fussy weakness? Do you not know brethren wheapo do a lot of work, but nothing ever comes
of it, and sisters, too, that go fussing about, ancbmplish nothing with great pains? You have seen
other person who has said comparatively little,lhatdeeds have been eloquent. He wields the hammer
of Thor, he gives one blow and thereby drives thié mght through, and with another he clenches it.
Work is done by him in a moment which another tdlké for twenty years. This is the real distinction
among the servants of God—having power or not liapiower, and God here tells His people that, if
they desire it and will have it, He will strengthigem in the Lord.

This kind of strength—very wonderful as it is t@ nand as | think it must be to you—eisceedingly
usefulin all manner of ways. It is useful for our dawalk, work, and warfare. A man that is strong in
the Lord is quiet and calm, he is not afraid ofl &dings, for “his heart is fixed, trusting in therd—
and in this quietude lies his deliverance from &t faint. He is not amazed when he is troubled on
every side, for he knows that he will have to Haarshare of affliction, and he accepts the willGafd.

He has bowed his heart by the grace of God to &lé#nat the Lord decrees. He feels that God i wit
him, that his strength will be equal to his dawttthe all-sufficient God will supply all his neadcord-
ing to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus, anchearavels on serenely through this vale of teldedt
our fretting and quarrelling comes of our weakn&8ken a man is well he is not half so likely to be
discontented with himself or to fall out with evbody else as he is when he is sickly or weak. Geel g
you strength, dear friends, for your daily walkhaime and abroad, for this will be to the comfort of
those around you.

And then, besides our walk, we have wark, and we want strength for that. Whatsoever the Lord
has called you to do, the power with which to dmitst come from Him. “He renders to every man ac-
cording to his work,” giving double power for doadabor. You will not find the power in your natura
abilities, neither can you attain it by imitatingnse successful man, but God Himself will grant you
strength for every service to which He calls you.

Then, besides our walk and our work, there vgagfare going on. Alas! We have to fight with the
world, the flesh, and the devil—foes without anddavithin, but we shall be more than a match fbr al
adversaries if we do but realize this text: “I vattengthen them in the Lord.” For all the batthdsch
shall disturb us between here and heaven our stresgound in God Himself, and we may sweetly
sing, “Jehovah is my strength and my song; He ladsobecome my salvation.”

Before | leave this point, | desire you to notibhatthere is no limit sein the text. “I will strengthen
them in the Lord” is a general statement withobbandary. It does not say how far God will streegth
any one of us, and | would therefore encouragetgduy how far you can be strengthened. When God
sets a limit, do not go beyond it, but when ther@one take brave leave to go as far as ever you ca
You do not know, my dear young sister, how stromgl @an make you yet, go and ask for great grace,
that you may be much more useful than you now egther do you know, my young brother, just
commencing life, how much the Lord may enable yould, go to Him with a large measure in your
hand, and ask Him to fill it, and make you fruitfolevery good word and work. Some of us have been
for years engaged in the Master's work, but | sgepee might have been tenfold stronger if we had
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possessed more faith, more love, more zeal, mofact, of heavenly energy. For one, | should ria |

to go back over again to try if | could do betteam perfectly satisfied to have come so far onjdie-

ney, and grateful for help given, but yet | am paded that | might have done better and accomplishe
more if | had sought more of the Holy Spirit andsiiower from on high. The weakest among us may
yet be as David, and David may be as the angdieoLord. There is a boundless field before thetsain
God has opened the door and none can shut it. @réme to enter in and possess the land! | wowd en
courage a craving ambition with regard to spiritstaéngth. We cannot be too strong in the Lord. Get
up, O babe, up on your Father’s knee, and ask Himdke you a young man, and rise, O young man,
and pray the Lord to make you a father in the maddsrael, and a blessing to many, for we have not
many fathers in the church of God. Aspire to ligeghie utmost of life’s possibilities, and let ttis the
resolve of every brother and sister here—that, bg’'&grace, you will drink in as much of love, d€|

of light, and of power from God as you can hold] #mat you will endeavor to reflect as much of God’
light and glory among the sons of men as He issgigédo bestow upon you. “I will strengthen them in
the Lord.” So much for that first point.

II. Now | want to come, in the second place, to a matith which | have very great personal sym-
pathy just now. “I will strengthen them in the Ld#dl call your attention here TO A VERY RE-
MARKABLE OPERATION. Strength is given, of that wewle spoken, but here is the giving of the
strength, God Himself declaring that He will bestowlhe Lord Himself says] will strengthen them.”
God Himself will impart strength to His chosen, ahdrefore it will be fitly infused, and wisely bal
anced.

| would say of this operation, thatis painfully neededYou know how it is with our bodies, if we
suffer long from iliness, when the pain is gone¢hs a dreadful weakness left, and we require tine
regain strength. Restoration is a long process. Wéakened limbs only recover strength by slow de-
grees. The man that long has tossed upon the \bearpf pain does not at once run and leap as he did
before the chill hand of disease was laid upon hilmu may crush in a moment, but you cannot so
speedily cure. Our soul, like our body, is somesirggevously diseased, and we fall into sin anckbac
sliding, doubt and fear, lukewarmness and gried, thius we are brought to death’s door. Then iha t
we need this text, “I will strengthen them in therdl.” Brother, your sin is forgiven by the graceGd,
your great grief is taken from you by the kind apgion of the blood of Christ by the Holy Spirttuit
you are dreadfully feeble, and can hardly crawthe® mercy seat. For you in this weakness this divin
word is intended. Graciously it is adapted to yowour present low condition, “I will strengthereth
in the Lord.” You are very much emaciated; the Laitl feed you with heavenly food. You are out of
order spiritually; the Lord will be your PhysiciaHave you been careless? Have you gone away from
your God? Have you fallen into sin? Are you chilhaart? Do you long to be set right? Did you come
into this place just now saying, “I wish | mighttgeblessing, for | feel so out of sorts that Idigknow
whether | am a child of God or not™? Your heavesalygeon is waiting to heal you. God, Himself,
comes to you and says, “I will strengthen themhi@ Lord.” He can help your infirmities till He has
helped you quite out of them. Is it not writtenéthshall the lame man leap as a hart”? Are not ofien
faith “out of weakness made strong” so that theytpdlight the armies of the alien? Jehovah Ragam
commence tonight that blessed process by whichydwembling member of your spiritual frame shall
be braced up, and you shall arise and put on streng

“Oh, but,” you say to yourself, “if | do not grobetter than | now am spiritually, | know that | Bha
get worse, for there is no standing still.” Thigjigite true, and | would warn some here who aradiv
far away from God that they must return from thogicksliding, or else there will be bad times ahead
them. You who pray so little had need at once ttckvand pray. You are children of God, but you do
not read your Bibles diligently, and you hardly knewhat communion with Christ means. You are also
idle, and indifferent in reference to holy endeaya@and somewhat loose in your manners, and lax in
your company. Am | not coming home to some of ybu@sh to be personal and faithful. Are you not
spiritually sick at this time? | refer to certaimavare here present. You are weak, and you wilbginty
grow weaker and weaker till you will be as the bedi reed and as the smoking flax, useless and even
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obnoxious. Do you wish it to be so? Do you not dridling by little and little? What is needed Feat,

at this very time, you should come to a turningnpoquit your decays, and begin to strengthen the
things which remain which are ready to die. Oh, indwame of us ought to have been by now! For my
own part, | blush and will say no more. Confusidrfaze covers me that | should have so many ad-
vantages and yet grow so slowly. But oh, brotheis sisters, may not shame come to some of you?
You have been children of God for thirty or fortgays, and are no more than babes even now. You are
poor examples to others notwithstanding all thatl Gas done for you, done in you, and done by you.
After all the manifestations of His love to you,dathe tenderness of His dealings with you, yourrpoo
unworthy return cannot be mentioned without te@@me, we must turn over a new leaf, or, rather, we
must get a taste of the leaves of the tree whielfarthe healing of the nations, that we may reout

of decline.

This strength igaithfully promisedand the promise will be assuredly performed. ‘l sirengthen
them in the Lord.” God never said, “I will,” withduntending it, His promises are His purposes. §thri
has set a “Yes and Amen” on every promise of thadfaand each one is sure as the truth of Jehovah.
Lay hold on the promise. It is as sure as God liWs is able to strengthen you, He is willing to
strengthen you, and He will effectually do it inrsarer to prayer.

This strength shall bdivinely bestowedipon you; it shall come directly from the Holy SpiHe
that made you live at the first shall make you Inaere vigorously, for Christ came not only that we
might have life, but that we might have it “moreuadantly.” If you want more life, go where you re-
ceived your first life—to Him of whom we spoke thther Sabbath day, who says, “I am the resurrec-
tion, and the life: he that believes in Me, thoinghwere dead, yet shall he livgsteNo. 1799, “Though He
Were Dead.]

Perhaps that strength will lggadually receivedl am an example tonight in my physical frame, of
what you will experience in your spiritual framey fl find that 1 do not recover strength very rdpid
Yet it is so sweet every morning for the handsdadittle that they could not do yesterday, andtie
feet to be able to walk a yard or two farther thaiew days ago. A little progress is a great gifohe
who has long lain on his bed. Some of you may néese felt gratitude to God of the kind that has
come to me, | have been thankful for the poweiftarly foot from the ground, thankful for being abl
to turn over in bed, thankful for being able tonstaipright, though leaning heavily upon my statheT
Lord is frequently pleased to strengthen His petitile by little that they may prize the blessiagd be
all the more careful to retain it. Yet the Lord aaake the weak ones strong in a moment, and raise
them at once from bed to battle, from lukewarmrnesardor. Yet wonder not if recovery should be
slow, but as you grow a little stronger, and deligtronger, acknowledge in each increase of stiheng
that the Lord has a new claim on your affection.

Now, one of the signs of His strengthening Hisgeas, as it is with the body, that they display a
growing appetite—men who are mending find themsehungry between meals. “Oh,” the doctor says,
“That is a capital sign. You will get on now.” Me to see God’s people when the Lord is strengtigeni
them, for then they leave off being dainty and tfinlding, and prove the truth of Solomon’s proverb
that to the hungry man every bitter thing is sw&éen they come to Monday night prayer meetings and
week evening services. They used to be able teedpwell from Sunday to Sunday, and | have known
some of them get on with one meal on the Lord’s da like it all the better if it were quickly sed
and soon over. When the gracious Lord strengtheagpébple they become very sharp set. Somebody
said on Sunday morning to me, “Did you not feedviteet preaching?” | replied, “I always feel it sivee
preaching the gospel of the grace of God.” “Ah,’bbe said, “The people swallowed it all just as it
came from your mouth, and they seemed so hungey ift Truly this makes a preacher happy. Feasts
go well when the guests are famishing, at the tabteercy we prefer eaters to grumblers. Anybody ca
preach when everybody is drinking it in with hiseeyand his ears, and all his heart. | have notkda
people’s attention, because they give it of the&in@ccord, and then the good there may be in the se
mon is appreciated, for hungry souls do not letriand fall to the ground. When people are being
strengthened of God, they are not content withroeal on the Sabbath; they want another, and perhaps
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a prayer meeting or a Sunday school for a desEeety are not content with just two or three minutes
prayer in the morning, they like if they can tgstiut of business and get a word with God in thedhei

of the day. They delight to carry a text of Scriptin their memories to sweeten their breath a&lday,

and they cannot be happy unless they meditate timoword. | think you make a great mistake when
you go galloping through the whole Bible, readiraf{a-dozen chapters every day, you do much better
when you get a text and ruminate upon it, justh@scows chew the cud. Turn the Scripture over, and
over, and get all the juice, sweetness, and nauesh out of it and you will do well. The spiritugall
hungry man says, “I must go and hear some senfadod, and hear what God, the Lord, will speak to
me. | must get as much of the heavenly food asskipty can, for | need it so greatly.” So the Lord
strengthens us by His own ordinances, putting hopon the means of grace, and giving to His serv-
ants the high privilege of feeding those who haseome hungry through restoring grace.

It is a very delightful thingvhen the divine Lord begins to strengthen His peoppray for some of
you, that He may do it in your cases. You have basy wretched and miserable, have you not? When
you are strengthened from on high you begin to éegteater joy, and oh, a little joy is so sweeato
soul that has been much cast down, you have natnalat assurance yet, but you have a growing faith
which is precious. Now and then a glint of sunlightmes into your soul, and this is much to one who
has long sat in darkness. You have begun talkiregptoebody about Christ, yes, and you are interested
in another prisoner of hope who is in the samesdtadit you have so lately escaped from. | like.that
Now, the chapter that you did not dare to readabse it seemed to threaten you so much, you naiv rea
without alarm, the black cloud breaks with silveowers of blessing upon you. Now you venture to ask
for blessings in prayer that you never dared td& $edore, and you receive them and are made exceed-
ingly glad. All heaven opens to your knock, andrydasire to pray is greatly increased. The Lord wil
glorify Himself by you yet by His great grace, fde is already making the weakling strong. He will
continue to invigorate you till you shall mount wgh wings as eagles, run and not be weary, watk an
not faint. Think of such a poor mouse as you thas wever happy till you got down into your hole; be
ing able to mount up on wings into the heavenlc@da once so far above your hopes. You will do it,
you will do it, and you will be perfectly safe upnder in those elevations which once seemed tazse d
zy heights. God will give you such broad wings, aaodh bright eyes, that you will face the sun axd e
ult in his burning glories. Do not be afraid, bet $irong in the Lord, and in the power of His migftite
strength of your faith shall breed strength of etaton, that expectation shall lead you to grds t
which God is prepared to give, and you shall thse height upon height, nearer and nearer to your
God, strengthened in the name of the Lord.

[Il. But time fails and | must therefore finish with rthyird point. We have spoken of a singular
strength, and a remarkable operation, and now Wlespgak of A SATISFACTORY RESULT. “And
they shall walk up and down in His name, says tbe [

“Walk up and down.” It mearactivity. They shall be on the move, and no longer huglinggard’s
pillow. They shall get to work; they shall do busss in the streets of the New Jerusalem. They kaall
making progress; they shall be traversing fieldsrath, and gathering choice spices, and fruitstelad
of lying prone they shall walk up and down.

The phrase impliesaseand security. People do not walk up and down vithew are afraid for their
lives, or when they are under pressure to keepngagement, and are in hot haste to be on time. No,
“they shall walk up and down” in secure but actpleasure. The Lord gives to His people, when He
makes them strong, a happy, joyful activity. Itlsba a joy for them to do what the Lord bids thean
do, for He is no taskmaster, He does not set usaie bricks without straw. He does not drive ue lik
slaves, but He blesses us as sons. He represenselfias treating His people as a good farmer would
do who drove his plowing oxen to the end of thédfiand turned them round, and then drove them to
the end again, but when they had worked for thetohe he did not overwork them, but allowed them
to stand still, while he fed them, and took the ggdlom their shoulders and the bit from betweenr the
jaws. | like to see horses with their nosebaggimgsnd feeding, the Lord gives His people a nageb
every now and then, and they stand and enjoy theessby feeding upon heavenly food. These are the
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people that do the work. Not your law-driven peoplao are told to work for life and toil for theawn
salvation. They do just nothing at all, but thodeovare saved, and made strong in the sense ofsteir
vation, and mighty through contact with the almiygB@iod—these are they that go up the field and down
the field, working on and on to good purpose. Thaseto be found steadfast and unwearied; always
abounding in the work of the Lord, because theyerexperienced that in the Lord Jehovah there is ev-
erlasting strength.

There is a deliciougeedomabout this walking up and down in the name of tbedL They do not
fly from notice like timid fawns, “He that believasall not make haste.” They do not come out af the
dens and then hurry back again like hunted foxasthey walk in comfort, as citizens upon the bul-
warks of a city, taking their airings in the morgiand in the evening, defying the foe, if foe thiste
They are not afraid, neither are they under comdtrdt is a blessed thing when God makes you so
strong that you walk at liberty. “If the Son themef shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
There is no freedom like that which the free Spuairks in the free children of the ever-blessed God

There seems to me to be the idegp@fseverancabout all this. This walking up and down in the
name of the Lord means keeping at it, going on fday to day, and week to week, and year to year. |
see a brother sitting in this house tonight whadusecome to me at one time with a huge iron collar
round his neck, and he also wore manacles upohdmnds and fetters upon his feet, so that he was a
miserable object. | tried to cheer and comfort Hao, it was to little purpose for he was a prisandhe
innermost dungeon and his heart failed him, fofdaged he should die in the prison house. Herdtbe s
tonight, and | believe that he is as happy as asyti@ing, for the Lord has set him at liberty apdt
new strength into him. | trust that he is so tmdgtored that for many and many a year he will waglk
and down in the name of the Lord as happy as albttds of the early summer tide. The Lord has made
him strong, and | pray that he may continue so, lzad helper to others. We do get down sometimes,
but when the Lord comes and makes us strong, we @etoup again, and peace succeeds to war. We are
not always in a storm; occasionally we enjoy a Istrgtch of smooth sailing. A wet sheet and a fair
wind, and away the vessel goes, making headwaljeasever did before. It is not good to be altogethe
without trials. How sweet your food is after youoath has been rinsed out with quinine! When you
know the wormwood and the gall, then the joy of tloed is as heaven below. Up and down walking
brings a wide experience which is better than maomyat

| would encourage every child of God to aspir¢hi strength that God is able to give him. Let him
place himself under the operations of the SpiriGofd, and when he has felt the inward invigoratein
him walk up and down in the name of the Lord, tgkiealthy exercise in divine things.

Some of you cannot do that. You first need to llenalive unto God. The dead cannot gather
strength or walk up and down. | do not gskito pray for strength, but to cry for life. Whiley are yet
without strength, believe that Christ died for thegodly. With all your weakness and your deathsttru
in Him who said, “He that believes in Me, though were dead, yet shall he live.” When you have
found Christ, you shall learn what a godlike ligetdo be found in Him. May the omnipotent God impart
His own boundless power to you according as yo meed, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 23.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—23 (VERSE 2), 214, 119 (SONG 2).

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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