Sermon #1807 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

A CALL TO THE LORD’S OWN FLOCK
NO. 1807

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 2, 1884,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Thus shall they know that | the Lord their God amith them, and that they,
even the house of Israel, are My people, says thedlGod. And you
My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and hayour God, says the Lord God.”
Ezekiel 34:30, 31.

THE sermon of this morning is intended for the Kaf God, and it will be directed very pointedly
to that particular part of it here gathered indedship. God has been coming very near to us of fatex
considerable number of brothers and sisters hdlenfasleep during the last few days, nearly all of
them persons of ripe age, who have been gathersldeases in their season. Others are evidently upon
the eve of departure, for their infirmities are tiplied, and their strength is small. When the Good
Shepherd is taking one and another into His bosmm bearing them away from us, the rest of us ought
to recognize His presence with holy reverence ussefeel that the ground whereon we stand is holg, a
that the time is most suitable for increased dedrmgss of life. Let us number our days and apply our
hearts unto wisdom. If we do not live when lifeseeen to be so short, how foolish we must be! Iwe
not awaken ourselves when the Lord is calling howorebrethren, we must be sluggards indeed. Let us
spend the time of our sojourning here in fear, logKor and hasting unto the coming of the day otiG

This is the special matter of which | would spéadlay. God has in great mercy gathered to Himself
a church in this place for these many years. Hathasplied the people and increased their joy, aed
have joyed before Him as with the joy of harvegitiihg has happened to mar our unity or prevent our
success, for God has been with us. Many have aagdao us of such as are saved, and we have gone
from strength to strength in Christian enterpriseyer failing to accomplish our work. But the tencle
of all human things is to deteriorate, there ioamldragging influence in the world, and we oursslv
are such creatures of the earth that we all toitlyeasld to its attractions. If we run well fortame, yet
we grow weary, and slacken our pace. This we dthalmore readily, and unconsciously, if we are sur
rounded by those whose pace is slow. We are ajpiirtk that our running is faster than need be, and
that we shall be quite as well thought of if we [xeg with the many, or are just a trifle in advaote
them. Oh, how soon shall we lag in the rear if isteh to this evil suggestion! The voice of therBpo
the church of Philadelphia was, “Hold that fast ethyou have, that no man takes your crown.” It is a
great thing to have done so well as to have a crdavs a greater thing to hold it fast. Men of terld
tell us that it takes much wit and industry to makéortune, but that it is far more difficult to dq it
when it is made. | am sure that in spiritual thiftgs so. For a church to be thoroughly prospeiaiube
life and work of God is difficult enough, but tordnue so—this is the work, this is the labor. Henc
our cries to God that He will be pleased to keepsia church faithful to His truth, united with cene-
other, earnest in the glorifying of God, and difigen the winning of souls. It would be a calamityno
small order if this church should decline. For slake of those unpopular truths which we upholis, &
matter for daily prayer that this church may be ntened in honorable usefulness evermore. To that
end | wish to speak with you this morning, my oweadbrothers and sisters. Strangers must pardon me
if I make much of you, and even seem to be ego#isin my address. | risk all that for the sakeha
necessary truth which | must put before you.

To my mind, this day is a day of good tidings. Tloed has done great things for us of which we are
glad. Let us glory in His holy name, and let uskwabrthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, so thaew
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may enjoy a continuance of His favor. May the aetshed arm of the Most High still be with us, that
we may see more and more of the grace of our LesdsIChrist towards fallen man.

|. Calling your attention to our text, | shall notidest, what the text rather suggests than declares
namely, OUR PROFESSION TOWARDS GOD. Read on— THey tshall know that I, Jehovah, am
their God.” It is implied, then, thate avow Jehovah to be our G&b many of us as are joined togeth-
er, in church fellowship here, have declared tlkeabyah is the one only living and true God. Herleas
vealed Himself to us in these latter days as Fa®en, and Holy Spirit, and we unfeignedly accépt t
triune God as our God forever and ever. Other Ibalse had dominion over us, but now we yield our-
selves unto God without reserve. The God of Abraghainsaac, and of Jacob is the God of believers to
this day. We do not wish to have any other Godhaalgh in these days the carnally wise have set up
another. Their god is a god who has no justiceghiteéousness; he takes small account of sin, amd-ma
ly seeks to make things pleasant all round. THesngihate deity now occupies the place once given to
Apollo or Venus, and he is as much a false godag were. Our God does not suffer one attribute to
eclipse another; He has all excellences in pedectiRemember how Moses spoke concerning our God,
and said, “The Lord is long-suffering, and of gresrcy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and b
no means clearing the guilty”? “This God is our Gorkever and ever; He will be our guide even unto
death.”

A second profession we have made is this,weaare His peopleThat they, even the house of Is-
rael, are My people, says the Lord God.” This ilied in the first profession, but it is not alveaguf-
ficiently thought of. We are, as believers, in coomwith all the people of God, separated unto ldis s
vice, consecrated to His glory. We believe thatcHese us, before ever the earth was, to be a peculi
people unto Himself. We believe that He has redeeosefrom among men, according to that word,
“Christ loved the church and gave Himself for MVe believe that by the decree of God we are adopted
into the divine family and acknowledged to be thddren of the living God, even we who were once
heirs of wrath even as others. We are His peoptause the Holy Spirit has worked upon us, and we
have been turned from darkness to light, from thegy of sin and Satan unto God. Our song is, “My
Beloved is mine, and | am His.” We acknowledgedlaém founded upon our redemption, “You are not
your own; for you are bought with a price.” To glprGod in our spirits and in our bodies, which are
alike redeemed, is our reasonable service. Ourdarel loosed; we are no more the servants of men,
new bonds are about us, for we are now the serdirite living God. In Jehovah is our trust, owy,jo
our glory. Each one of us can say, “He is all mlyat#on and all my desire.” To serve Him is its own
reward. To dwell with Him is heaven. Is it not sg¢hwyou, my brethren? Have you not lifted up your
hands unto the Lord so that you cannot go backyddonot wish to realize that promise, “I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and | will be their Gatid they shall be My people™?

Further than that, we have also professed and edvowr joyful confidence, in our Immanuel—God
with us It is an interesting thing to me that this narhewd be in my text. Look carefully at the English
and you will see it in the very first sentence—ftthéhe Lord their God am with them.” Leave out the
word “am,” which is in italics, and you get it, “@awith them.” What is this but “God with us?” Today
we believe in the Lord Jesus, who is God with usd Gas come down among men, He has taken upon
Himself their nature, so that the Lord Jesus Chsistod and man in one ever-blessed and indivisible
person, and therefore He is very near to us, yed,af kin to us. We rejoice in Him as “God with'ds
our brother, friend and husband. Have we not fausd? Has there not been a divine nearness between
our souls and Christ since that first day when weched His garment’'s hem and were made whole?
Why, brethren, we have gone on to lean our heads tis bosom in heavenly rest, like John of old,
yes, some of you have emulated Simeon, for you keken up the Lord’s Christ into your arms and
said, “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peacéhtough Christ Jesus we do not only believe in God
as yonder in heaven, but in God by His Holy Sgivielling here among men, stirring our hearts, gilin
our lives, enlightening our understandings, hallayour affections, and sanctifying our whole being
unto God. Is it not so? You do so confess.

This is a very large profession. We are not ireginio start back from it, but when we take it g it
threefold character—this God our God, ourselves péisple, and Himself, by His Son Jesus Christ,
“God with us"—oh, then | say it is a very solemroasl, and one which calls us to a lofty form oélif
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Blessed are they who stand to this confession,vaaikl worthily of it, for flesh and blood has not-re
vealed it unto them.

Jehovah is our God, in opposition to RomanismRimgalism, with their idols of one form or anoth-
er, to which they bow the knee. The invisible Jetiois our God, and not the host, the virgin, theier
fix, or any visible thing. Jehovah is our God irpopition to the new gods of “modern thought,” which
your fathers knew not. Our faith finds light as Wwelthe majesty of the Old Testament as in theayer
of the New. Jehovah is our God in opposition to ‘the God” of infidelity. We believe in a personal
God, and we put our trust in Him as hearing ouy@ra We are His people, and on Him we call, He has
come very near to us, and with Him we have swestneonion through Jesus Christ His Son. This is
our profession; we dare not say less, we couldagimore.

Now every profession of so solemn a sort shoulbdmked up with proof, where shall the proof be
found?

II. That shall be our second subject of discourse—OBR®OF FROM GOD. “Thus shall they
know that I, Jehovah, am with them, and that thmeyMy people, says the Lord God.” How shall they
know it? In this one way—by the presence of God rgnas; if God works among us, then even our ad-
versaries shall say, “Jehovah-Shammah,” The Lotleee. A tree is known by its fruit, and the raje
plies even to God Himself. God is known among ughgyacts that He does. He reveals His presence
unto His people by His deeds of grace. | want yolook back through the chapter and then ask whethe
we have or have not as a church the marks of Jalopaesence by which we are attested to be His
people.

The first mark ighe gathering in of the scattere8ee verse eleven. “Thus says the Lord God; Be-
hold, I, even I, will both search My sheep, andksiem out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock én th
day that he is among his sheep that are scattsoedill | seek out My sheep.” | am bound to beat wi
ness that in the midst of us many have been saughand saved who but a little while ago were wan-
dering far away from Christ. Whenever | give noticat | will see friends who wish to join the chiayé
am cheered by the many who present themselves. flhay doves to their windows. They tell me glad
news of their conversion—news which makes my hieap for joy. The Lord calls some who were
grossly ignorant of the gospel, to whom it cameadresh light from heaven, and He calls others who
knew the truth, but slighted it, and turned awayrfrit year after year. He removes hard-heartedaeds
indifference by His grace. His own voice calls mang they come to Him. Very many conversions are
among us at this time, not only from my own preaghof the word, otherwise might | speak with less
freedom, but from the school, the mission-statiohe,street-preaching, the tract-distributing, &odn
every form of effort. Frequently, when | have spokéth a number of new converts, | have found the
larger proportion not brought to Jesus Christ bywuwoyds from this platform, but brought to Him by
you, dear brothers and sisters, who have laid ybvegs out to win souls. | am but one and you are
many, there should be more fruit to the Lord frawe fthousand of you than from me. | have desired
this, and prayed for it, that you all may be uselhy God multiply you, and make you spiritual par-
ents, every one of you, till we may quote the wastiSolomon’s Song, and apply them to you—“They
are like a flock of sheep which go up from the wiaghof which every one bears twins, and thereois n
one barren among them.” “Herein is My Father gledf that you bear much fruit,” so said your Lord,
and you will not forget His words. Conversion ig tbure sign of the immediate presence of the Lord.
pray Him to give us a token of His being with usstmorning in your conversion, O wounded heart!
May some poor trembler come to Jesus, some pemitead the promise, “I will heal that which is bro-
ken,” some wanderer look to the cross and live. It has promised that He will search His sheep
and seek them out, and He has fulfilled that wardur midst, therefore He is with us. If | had tarsl
here and say to you, “Brethren, there are no canwes, none are brought to repentance and faltyi t
we might hold days for fasting and humiliation, amel might each one weep his eyes out, because the
glory has departed. But the Lord has not left us.€dr has heard the awful words within the holggla
saying, “Let us go hence.” Glory be to His names kiand is still stretched out for miracles of grace

A second token of the Lord’s presencehis feeding of the flockhe Holy Spirit seems to lay great
stress upon that, for thus says the Lord in vafseeh, “I will feed My flock, and | will cause time to
lie down. There shall they lie in a good fold, andx fat pasture shall they feed.” Have we not tbiin
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s0? Have not our Sabbaths been times of holy #8tikdas not the King Himself banqueted with us? At
the communion table have we not been transportddsuich joys as can never be excelled until we be-
hold the Chief Shepherd face to face? When we spéhlone another at the close of the Sabbath slay i
not the greeting habitual to some of us, “The Uoad been with us again today”? You have wished that
there were six Sundays and only one workday inntbek. | know that many of you have fed upon the
word with great delight. Value greatly this gifgrfit comes not from man, but is a choice gift afds
There are congregations where the sheep look uam@ndot fed. There are places where the Sabbath is
the most wearisome day of the week, because thglg&mnt the gospel and the gospel is withheld
from them. Saints of God cannot feed upon the hagkhilosophical systems or semi-rational specula-
tions. The speech which is half of Ashdod and b&llerusalem suits not the inhabitant of Zionsiti
strange language to him. God grant to this flodko@ver may be their pastor in years to come, tieat t
may relish the gospel, and find it sweet to thailafes, and strengthening to their hearts.

Another token of the presence of the Good Shepis¢ha& healing of the sick,mean the spiritually
sick, for there is this promise given, “I will seéhkat which was lost, and bring again that whicls wa
driven away, and will bind up that which was brokand will strengthen that which was sick.” It is a
rare joy to restore such as have been overtakenfawlt. Lately | have received several brethred an
sisters who before had gone from us through ledfityfe or through falling into novelties of opimoll
am glad to see among those who come to unite vatifamiliar faces which for a while had been
missed. Those who have lived where Jesus dwellotteel easy till they return to such society. yrhe
are saying, “We will return to our brethren, witthemn we assembled before, for it was better with us
then than now.” The presence of the Lord actsdil@harm upon the wanderers, and they hasten to re-
turn at His bidding. It is pleasant to hear theimging penitent confess how cold in heart he grawg
how he sought to find satisfaction in the thingstleé world, and to hear him tell how he has been
brought back to be in the future more resolutelthfal, and more humbly dependent upon God. The
showers of grace which have fallen upon us haveethmany withered branches to bud forth again.
Many are singing, “He restores my soul: He leadsnbe paths of righteousness for His name’s Sake.
If there should have strayed in here this mornimg\@ho once were among believers, and happy in the
Lord, but have been away for a while, and havetlustfervor of their love, let me entreat them &s-h
ten their return. O, my brother, come back! O, msyes, come back! We shall welcome you with intense
delight. Like as the man who lost one sheep lagdtrimety-nine to find it, and rejoiced more ovee th
finding of the one lost sheep than over the nimetye that had not gone astray, so will it be wigh i
backsliders are not brought back in any churchpulldl conclude that God is not there, but when they
come back, we rejoice in this evidence of His pnese The God of our salvation has devised means to
bring home His banished, and therefore He is istithe midst of us. Glory be to His condescending
love!

A further proof of the presence of God in a chuectvhenthe Lord Jesus Christ is greatly honored,
for here it is written, “l will set up one shepherder them, and He shall feed them, and He shahéie
shepherd. And [, Jehovah, will be their God, and $dyvant David a prince among them; | the Lord
have spoken it.” O brothers and sisters, if werthtlgather to the name of Christ, our gatheringldiou
not be a church of God. If the testimony which esstrom our midst were not of Jesus, and of His pre
cious blood, and of His kingdom, and of His comitiggn we might know that the Lord was not with us,
for only as we know Christ will God know us. If yofaith rested anywhere but in the glorious person
and finished work of the Son of God, it is a woed faith. If | preached any other gospel than that
which you have received, | should be an Anathemd,rt a servant of God. And if you did not labor
with all your might to bring souls to Jesus rattiean to any sect or party and to set Jesus fottiera
than any peculiasm, then might we rest assured that the Lord waswitbtus. But in this matter we are
clear, for to us Christ is all. Do you not love U&3 | appeal to your hearts, you that have beetiziedp
into the thrice holy name of Father, Son, and Hpyrit—

“Is not His name melodious still

To your attentive ear?

Does not your heart with pleasure bound,
Your Savior's voice to hear?”
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If a Sunday should roll by without Christ, wouldnivt be the reverse of a Sabbath to you? You would
sadly miss the risen One on His own resurrection ave should gather together, and there shoeld b
no discourse concerning Him, and no savor of Hmeyavould you not go away disappointed? He is the
first and the last of our hope, the author andsher of our faith, the chief among ten thousand, the
altogether lovely, and just in proportion as isgg the Lord is with us. He will never forget thasko
honor His Son, and seek to advance His kingdom.

Jesus is our prince; His authority is supreme aman No popes, bishops, or councils may legislate
for us. Jesus is our king. If He is indeed the Lofdvhom we are the loyal subjects, then the Lard o
God is with us, and we are His people. Where Jissibere dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily
As he that believes in Him has everlasting lifehedhas fellowship with the living God. You shaitige
for yourselves whether this is not the token amasighat our profession is no lie, but that Jehasah
our God, and we are His people.

A further evidence of the Lord’s presence withemgle is found irtheir prevailing peace of mind
“I will make with them a covenant of peace, and w#use the evil beasts to cease out of the lamdi: a
they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and gleethe woods.” Do not many of you realize tha¢mle
peace, the peace of God which passes all undenstareb that you are free from all fear, and happy
amid grievous poverty and trial? By reason of ygregat numbers, | cannot converse much with you
personally while you are in health, but | do hawve $orrowful privilege of speaking with many brathe
and sisters in the time of sickness and death,nandiniform experience is most joyful. To this state
ment | can remember no exception whatever withinnneymory. When our members come near to die
they exhibit peace—deep, profound, and frequemiyyi$ mingled therewith, and a holy exultation. |
have said, again and again, as | have left thecsiaknber, “Let me go that | may die with him.” Tigbu
emaciated, and perhaps full of agonizing pain, eawh of our friends has said, “I know that my Re-
deemer lives.” They have had no more doubt abautivine truths than about their own existence, and
they have had no more fear when looking into etyhian they had in going upstairs to their bed—no,
not as much, for they have had a longing to demaditto be with Christ. “Our people die well,” said
Wesley, and | can say the same. They pass awayenasid certain hope of a blessed resurrection. Not
long ago, one who preaches far other doctrine thare complained bitterly that he could make no
headway with people of your sort, because those lvédve once fallen under the influence of our doc-
trine are settled in it, and cannot be rescued ftoie said that no headway could be made agaunst
views, for men become so desperately enamoreckof that they cannot be weaned from them. Blessed
be God for that. Let a man once know the living Gt feel His eternal love within his bosom, alid a
the devils in hell cannot make him leave the daetnivhich is life unto his soul. Argument is useless
against the truth written upon the heart. Sophiséiynot persuade us out of our consciousness riline t
of God has been sealed upon our hearts, and d@tt igsassible that we should renounce it. In thig re-
joice, that the evil beasts cease out of the [sden the doctrines of grace flame forth in the mafsa
people, doubters and heretics quit the place igudis “No lion shall be there, nor shall any raueno
beast go up there on.” Wolves shun the flock winenGhief Shepherd is in the midst of it. So mayeit
even to the end of the chapter—sure evidence tbdtiSwith His people, giving them deep peace of
mind, and solid rest as to the things of God. Thekens we have, and many others which we cannot
now mention, read the chapter through and judggdarselves.

| desire to speak to you with no flattering wordat wish soberly to testify what | have seen, desi
ing always to be taught of the Spirit of God, thatay speak no further than I can justify by fdatan
say, and do say, “The Lord of hosts is with us.”aithen? Then it seems to me thdiecomes every
member of this churclas indeed of every othdg be very careful how he lives and walkkshe Lord is
with us, remember there is a discipline going othanchurch every day, not only that which the chur
can execute by itself, but that which God in previde executes. “His fan is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly purge His floor.” Good men, if they hexdhe work of God, are not dealt with as the uagod
ly, and suffered to go on their evil way, but freqtly they are laid aside, and their influenceaisen
from them. Even more than this, | doubt not thahynare removed by death when they become obsta-
cles to the truth, or fall into sin. “For this cauissaid Paul to the Corinthians, “many are weat siok-
ly among you, and many sleep.” Thus believers aestened of the Lord that they should not be con-
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demned with the world. God will not have His owrnl@hransgress the rules of His house without chas-
tising him; hence the need of careful behavior loa part of church members. If any of you who are
God’s children are walking carelessly, if your gants are spotted with the world, if you are dishreno
ing the name of your Lord by an unhallowed convarsathe Lord will not walk with you in joyful fel
lowship. “Many walk, of whom | have told you oftérsaid the apostle, “and now tell you even weep-
ing, that they are the enemies of the cross ofsGhithese were inside the church, and yet enemies.
None can hinder the work of God as much as Goditepsed people if they are not true to their profes
sion. Beloved, to live up to that which I laid dowhthe commencement of this sermon will require
more power than we possess. We shall need thd 8p{aod abundantly to rest upon us, that our walk
may be close with God and our actions such as bectbengospel of Christ.

In addition to this, it seems to me that if Godvith us,now is the time for abounding activitida
evil days we tug the laboring oar to small purpdsethe vessel makes no progress against theBiate.
now that a favoring wind is with us, let us spreary yard of sail. “Crowd all your canvas on, cut
through the foam.” Now is the mariner’s happy hang he must avail himself of it. If there is angth
more that we can do, if there is any forgotten gmige which we can revive, if there is a posdipitf
greater ardor, and more intense zeal, in the ndrB®d let us rise to it. Let us withhold no powssrh
the Lord’s service, lest measurably upon us alswlshcome the curse pronounced of old, “Curse you
Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse you bittdre inhabitants thereof; because they came mot t
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord aghaithe mighty.” It is a day of good tidings; we dot
well if we sit still. See to it, you servants of €gdhat you prove by your activity that the Lordaismiong
you.

Again, let our prayers be more ferveritiothing comforts my heart like the prayer meetimghich
are so continual among us. Even the little gatlgefom prayer which meets on Thursday before my ser-
mon has grown to larger proportions, and we havigld&l seasons of communion with God. As for
our Monday-evening assemblies, what a benedictmm the Lord! Now that our hundreds at prayer are
growing into thousands it delights my heart to gesn. | had hardly hoped to see so many constantly
coming to pray. May your prayerfulness at homeyaar families and in your closets, be increased con
tinually. What cannot the Lord do with a churclit ivill but be ready to be used? All things are gibke
to Him, and all things are possible to him thatidweds. In general the Lord says to His people, “You
have not, because you ask not, or because younaisk,abut when the spirit of supplication is padire
out, then, verily, the Lord is there. We love eather with a pure heart, fervently, therefore Istre-
move everything that could mar our perfect unityGhrist Jesus, for then shall we have continually
abundant evidence that we have taken the Lord toubeé5od, that we are His people, and that He is
God with us, and that His glory dwells among usug hhave tried to press the matter home upon you.
The Lord bless the exhortation.

lll. A very interesting part of our discourse this mogiiies in OUR DESCRIPTION BY GOD.
How does God describe His own church? Read thevé&ase of the text. “You, My flock, the flock of
My pasture, are men, and | am your God, says theé God.”

First, in this description God calls His churdis flock A flock is the shepherd’s treasure, it is his
living wealth, but it is also the shepherd’s carrés his constant anxiety. Ask a shepherd whapriees
most, and he tells you, of course, his flock. Dethetnat he cares for most, and he replies, “I have n
other care but this, my flock; for this | spend ohgys in the heat and my nights in the damp and the
cold.” Only think of the Lord’s looking down uponigdpeople here and saying, “You are My flock.”
Some Christians try to go to heaven alone, inwddit but believers are not compared to bearspos,|li
or other animals that wander alone, but those wélonlg to Christ are sheep in this respect that they
love to get together. Sheep go in flocks, and s&dd’'s people. The Lord loves them best as a compa-
ny—

“He likes the tents of Jacob well,

But still in Zion loves to dwell.”
Christ is the good Shepherd who lays down HisfbfeHis sheep, and He folds them, guards them, pro-
tects them as His flock. A true church is therefaneery precious thing, it is not a mere humanetgci
banded together for certain objectives, but it tsommmunity which God Himself has formed, and over
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which He does watch with an unsleeping eye. Itfieek which He cares for, so that heaven and earth
shall be ransacked but what He will have proveroiethem. This flock is so well preserved thatlra t
last the great Shepherd will say, “Of them whichuXjave Me | have lost none.”

Observe that it is addetiThe flock of My pasture."There is a different idea here. It shows that
God's people are not only peculiar in other thirfg4, they are peculiar in their feeding. You mapkn
a child of God by that which his soul lives uponamy professors can feed on any mortal thing, sg lon
as it is cleverly put. “Have you heard So-and-Seaph?” “No, | have not, but | have heard that he ha
departed from the truth.” “But,” says one, “he imanderfully clever man,” and if a man is only abey
the generality of people will accept anything hed to bring, from heaven above, or from the ebeth
neath, or from the waters under the earth. It da@¢snatter to most people so long as the man clan de
er his opinions fluently and poetically. But suale aot Christ's sheep, for they have not the discer
ment of the faithful. “The sheep follow Him, forey know His voice; and a stranger will they not fol
low, for they know not the voice of strangers.’ehmember hearing a brother tell how he disproved the
notion that sheep only know the shepherd by hissdi@/hen in Palestine he asked a shepherd to allow
him to put on his clothes. Then he began to callsteep, but never a one would come, not evenla lam
The most sheepish of the flock had sense enougtolehow that he was not the shepherd, and ewen th
youngest kept aloof, heedless of the stranger'sevdile might have called till he was hoarse, bayth
would not come. So God’s people know their Lord] éimey know the kind of food which He gives
them. They know the truth from a lie. Men put tiaésséhood so prettily that they would deceive, if it
were possible, the very elect, but that “if it weressible” guards the chosen flock of God’s pasture
They will not graze on the hemlock, nor feed orspaed grain. They will have nothing but clean prov-
ender, and the more evidently it comes from thatgédepherd’s own hand the better it is to them.

It is a very singular thing, but it is added, “Y®y flock, the flock of My pastureare men.”This
was inserted, some commentators think, lest theereghould think that the Lord was really spealdhg
sheep. This cannot be true, for no rational bemgdbe so foolish as to fall into that mistakeeTan-
guage is used for a much higher purpose. “You am,hthen God knows what kind of persons we are,
whom He has loved with an everlasting love. WeAsdams, not angels. If you come into the church of
God, and expect to get among angels, you will bghtily mistaken, and if the brethren should receive
you, and hope that they are receiving angels uresyéney will be mistaken, too. We make absurd mis-
takes through foolish expectations. We shall nad fihat our brethren and sisters are male and é&mal
cherubim, for they are men and women, and nothiageniThey are fallen men too, bearing about them
traces of the ruin of their nature; they went astilee lost sheep, even the best of them. Theynaza,
that is to say, they are only men, for the besheh are but men at the best. Somebody once wrote me
letter of denunciation for using that sentence, andar as | could make out from his letter, theni
thought himself to be something more than a malid hot agree with his judgment, but fancied that h
was rather less than more than a man; from therlsfirit of his letter | thought him more humaarh
humane. The best men | have ever seen are butandrgenerally, the better men are the more ready
they are to confess their imperfection. Some altebtathe measurement of conceit, but short when
brought to the standard of wisdom. God’s peoplebatanen, yet they are men and not brutes. There ar
in human form many who are hardly as good as brbtgsthe saints are gentle, compassionate and gra-
cious. God’s people are true men, when the SgiGa is in them they quit themselves like men.yrhe
come to the front and bear the brunt of the batffeu are men"—it is a bad word in one sense, but a
good one in another. God make us men in the bs&dtese, and may we rise superior to the infirmiies
“men” in the worse sense, by being humble, yet é&rav

But then He adds this blessed assurdi#ag] | am your God.”God is not a man, that He should lie;
nor the son of a man, that He should repent. | tieirpoor soul seeking after God, say, “Oh, baml
so unworthy.” Just so, the Lord knows it. He says gre men. But then He is not unworthy, He is wor-
thy to receive honor and power divine, for He is God. “Alas,” says one, “I feel myself so weakusd
so, you are men, but then He is your God, youngtteis in Him. “But | am so changeable.” Justfso,
you are men; but then He says, “I am the Lord,ange not, therefore you sons of Jacob are not con-
sumed.” “But | am so faithless.” Just so, for yoa enen and men are fickle and frail, but God change
not, He is the same, and of His years there isndo & the promises rested on you for keeping, tinety
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would never be kept, for you are men. If your sabradepended on your own merits you would be lost,
for you are men, but inasmuch as the whole coveaawt the whole weight of salvation rests with God,
here is our joy, “I am your God, says the Lord God.

| have two words to say. One is to the poor sinHer says, “I am afraid to come to God in Christ
Jesus.” Do not be afraid to come, for He knows whatare. “Oh, but | am so vile.” He knows how vile
you are. “But | am everything | ought not to be.2 IKKnows that. That is why He sent a Savior. If you
had not been lost, there would have been no needifo to seek you out. Come to Jesus just as you
are, poor trembler, and let this word beckon yotitm, “You, My flock, the flock of My pasture, are
men.” You are poor, weak, feeble, erring, undesgrunen, but your God is full of mercy, and His
thoughts of love are as high above your thoughth@fieavens are above the earth. Come now and rea-
son together with Him, and He will put away younssias a cloud and your transgressions as a thick
cloud, and you shall sing, “Who is a God like uitau?”

The other word is to you that ought to be membétke church, who know the Lord and love Him,
but have never confessed Him. You say, “I shatfi jbie church when | feel better.” When will thaPbe
Are you any better than you were a year ago? Howhnietter are you going to be before you obey
your Lord? | should like to hang up a sort of themeter so that when you did reach the point you
might come out, obey your Lord’s command, and jeith His church. Do you want to be perfect, and
to join with perfect men? If you do, do not comehis church, because | will guarantee you therets
one perfect member in it, though there are marth@excellent of the earth in our midst. We hadesom
perfect brethren once, but they went to their ovate after having proved to us that their boastd p
fection was very poor stuff. When workers get §vatud notion into their heads they become both use-
less and unloving. We are sorry to say that weaarempany of imperfect men and women, but we shall
be very glad to receive you if you love the Lordiame prepared to obey His commands. That is all we
require. Do you want to join a perfect church? Youst die. You will not do it otherwise. And if you
were to join a perfect church, | am sure it woutd be perfect after you had been admitted int¥ou
had better give up that idea, and just believe V@@t says about His own church, “You, My flock, the
flock of My pasture, are men.” Come, then, witharsl we will do you good. “I am afraid,” says ofse.
this like a man? Can we say of such cowards, “Yreunaen”? We cannot give you the good side of the
word, surely. But come with us. If you believe tdasus is the Christ, confess Him. The gospel mgessa
is, “He that believes and is baptized shall be d&veaith and Baptism are here placed very closely
gether, do not divide them. “He that with his hdagtieves, and with his mouth makes confession of
Him, shall be saved.” Neglect not one command aisthconfess your faith at once. “There is nothing
saving in it,” you say. Selfish wretch, so you vdth nothing except to save your own skin? If yoa ar
saved man, you will loathe such meanness, and ybsay, “Now, for the love | bear my Master’s
name, whatever command He gives to His believiraplee | am ready to obey—

“Through floods or flames, if Jesus leads,
I'll follow where He goes;
‘Hinder me not,” shall be my cry,
Though earth and hell oppose.”
God grant you His blessing in so doing, for Chsistake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EZEKIEL 34: 11-31.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—100 (VERS. 3), 955, 957.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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