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“But God forbid that | should glory, save in the oss of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unte world.”
Galatians 6:14.

ALMOST all men have something in which to glory.€y bird has its own note of song. It is a poor
heart that never rejoices. It is a dull packhots# ts altogether without bells. Men usually regia
something or other, and many men so rejoice inath they choose that they become boastful and
full of vain glory. It is very sad that men shotdd ruined by their glory, and yet many are so. Mgloy
ry in their shame, and more glory in that whiclmiere emptiness. Some glory in their physical stiteng
in which an ox excels them, or in their gold, whistbut thick clay, or in their gifts, which aretktal-
ents with which they are entrusted. The poundsusted to their stewardship are thought by men to be
long to themselves, and therefore they rob Godefglory of them. O my hearers, hear the voice of
wisdom, which cries, “He that glories, let him glanly in the Lord.” To live for personal gloryis be
dead while we live. Be not so foolish as to pefha bubble. Many a man has thrown his soul away f
a little honor, or for the transient satisfactidnsaccess in trifles. O man, your tendency is trygin
somewhat, your wisdom will be to find a glory worthf an immortal mind.

The Apostle Paul had a rich choice of things inalwhhe could have gloried. If it had been his mind
to have remained among his own people, he might baen one of their most honored rabbis. He says
in his Epistle to the Philippians, in the third pkex, “If any other man thinks that he has wheie®f
might trust in the flesh, | more: circumcised thgh¢h day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribeB#nja-
min, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the lavwRharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the
church; touching the righteousness which is inlalng blameless.” He says that he profited in theslJe
religion above many, his equals in his own natag he stood high in the esteem of his fellow wofe
sors. But when he was converted to the faith ofLibrel Jesus, he said, “What things were gain to me,
those | counted loss for Christ. Yes doubtless, lacmunt all things but loss for the excellencetlod
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” As soon as hs wonverted he forsook all boasting in his former
religion and zeal, and cried, “God forbid that bald glory in my birth, my education, my proficignc
in Scripture, or my regard to orthodox ritual. Godbid that | should glory, save in the cross of ou
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Paul might also, if he had chosen, have glorietisnsufferings for the cross of Christ, for he had
been a living martyr, a perpetual self-sacrificéh® cause of the Crucified. He says, “Are theyistans
of Christ? (I speak as a fool) | am more; in labm@re abundant, in stripes above measure, in @ison
more frequent, in deaths often. Of the Jews fiuges received | forty stripes save one. Thrice was |
beaten with rods, once was | stoned, thrice | seffeshipwreck, a night and a day | have been in the
deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, imilgeof robbers, in perils by my own countrymen pier-
iIs by the heathen, in perils in the city, in pgiih the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in gesinong
false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, itthiag often, in hunger and thirst, in fasting aftéen
cold and nakedness.” He was once driven to giveirangry of these sufferings to establish his
apostleship, but before he did so he wrote, “Wdal@God you could bear with me a little in my folly.

In his heart he was saying all the while, “God fdrthat | should glory, save in the cross of ourd.o
Jesus Christ.”
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The great apostle had yet another reason forigigpryf he had chosen to do so, for he could speak
of visions and revelations of the Lord. He sayskriew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago. . .
caught up to the third heaven. And | knew such a.mahow that he was caught up into Paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawfuldanan to utter.” He was in danger of being exalted
above measure by reason of the abundance of teeskations, and hence he was humbled by a painful
thorn in the flesh. Paul, when hard driven by tleeeassity to maintain his position in the Corinthian
church, was forced to mention these things, budikiee not such glorying, he was most at ease wlen h
said, “God forbid that | should glory, save in ttress of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Brethren, notice that Paul does not here sayheajloried in Christ, though he did so with all his
heart, but he declares that he gloried most in ttloss of our Lord Jesus Christ,” which in the eges
men was the very lowest and most inglorious pathetistory of the Lord Jesus. He could have gtbri
in the incarnation; angels sang of it, wise mene&wom the Far East to behold it. Did not the newnrb
King awake the song from heaven of, “Glory to Godhe highest”? He might have gloried in the life o
Christ, was there ever such another, so benevatehblameless? He might have gloried in the resurre
tion of Christ; it is the world’s great hope conueg those that are asleep. He might have gloneslr
Lord’s ascension, for He “led captivity captiveficaall His followers glory in His victory. He might
have gloried in His Second Advent, and | doubt that he did, for the Lord shall soon descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archhiagd the trumpet of God, to be admired in all them
that believe. Yet the apostle selected beyondhalée that center of the Christian system, thattpoin
which is most assailed by its foes, that focushaf world’s derision—the cross, and putting all else
somewhat into the shade, he exclaims, “God foréd k should glory, save in the cross of our Lozd J
sus Christ.” Learn, then, that the highest glorpwoif holy religion is the cross. The history of ggebe-
gins earlier and goes on later, but in its middiépstands the cross. Of two eternities this eshinge,
of past decrees and future glories this is thetpivet us come to the cross this morning, and tlohi,
till each one of us, in the power of the Spirit@bd, shall say, “God forbid that | should gloryyean
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

|. First, as the Lord shall help me (for who shallalide the cross without the help of Him that hung
upon it) WHAT DID PAUL MEAN BY THE CROSS? Did he hinclude under this term, first, the fact
of the cross; secondly, the doctrine of the crassd, thirdly, the cross of the doctrine?

| think he meant, first of alkthe fact of the cros®ur Lord Jesus Christ did really die upon a gal-
lows, the death of a felon. He was literally putigath upon a tree, accursed in the esteem of Inbeg.
you to notice how the apostle puts it—“the crosswf Lord Jesus Christ.” In his epistles he some$im
says “Christ,” at another time “Jesus,” frequeritlprd,” oftentimes “our Lord,” but here he says fou
Lord Jesus Christ.” There is a sort of pomp of vgond this full description, as if in contrast toeth
shame of the cross. The terms are intended in Sonadl measure to express the dignity of Him who
was put to so shameful a death. He is Christ tlognéad, and Jesus the Savior, He is the Lord, tivd L
of all, and He is “our Lord Jesus Christ.” He ig ad_ord without subjects, for He is “our Lord,” mig
He a Savior without saved ones, for He is “our Laedus,” nor has He the anointing for Himself aJone
for all of us have a share in Him as “our Chrigt’all He is ours, and was so upon the cross. Wheyn
bury a great nobleman, a herald stands at the diede grave and proclaims his titles. “Here libs t
body of William Duke of this, and Earl of that, a@@unt of the other, Knight of this order, and com-
mander of the other.” Even thus, in deep solemnifth brevity and fullness, Paul proclaims beneath
the bitter tree the names and titles of the Savionen, and styles Him “our Lord Jesus Christ.” fEhe
are enough words here to give a four-square dewgripf the honor, and dignity, and majesty of Him
who has both Godhead and manhood, and “bore osiirsidis own body on the tree.” Be it forever had
in reverent remembrance that He who died upon thesdetween two thieves counted it not robbery to
be equal with God. By nature He is such that teedmwell describes Him as “Begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, ve@od of very God,” yet He “made Himself of no rep-
utation, and took upon Him the form of a servanand became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross.” | declare this fact to you in wordst bthink them poor, dumb things, | wish | couldesix
this matchless truth in fire-flakes! The announcenibat the Son of God died upon the cross to save
men deserves the accompaniment of angelic trunapet®f the harps of the redeemed.

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 31




Sermon #1859 The Cross Our Glory 3

But, next, | said that Paul gloried tine doctrine of the cresand it was so. What is that doctrine of
the cross, of which it is written that it is “toetim that perish foolishness, but unto us who aredéus
the power of God and the wisdom of God”? In onedydris the doctrine of the atonement, the doetrin
that the Lord Jesus Christ was made sin for us,Ghast was once offered to bear the sins of many,
that God has set Him forth to be the propitiation dur sins. Paul says, “When we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodbsid again, “Now once in the end of the world has H
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Hifris€he doctrine of the cross is that of sacrifice
sin, Jesus is “the Lamb of God that takes awaysth@f the world.” “God so loved the world, that He
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever beliéwedim should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” The doctrine is that of a full atonement nea@nd the utmost ransom paid. “Christ has redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a cursedofor it is written, Cursed is everyone thahgs
on a tree.” In Christ upon the cross we see thedjusg for the unjust, that He might bring us tod;
the innocent bearing the crimes of the guilty, thaly might be forgiven and accepted. That is e d
trine of the cross, of which Paul was never ashamed

This also is a necessary part of the doctrind, itheever believes in Him is justified from all sin
that whoever trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ that moment forgiven, justified, and accepted & Be-
loved. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wiltkss, even so must the Son of man be lifted @p; th
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, bweheternal life.” Paul’'s doctrine was, “It is nat o
him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of Godatrshows mercy,” and it was his constant teachag) t
salvation is not of doings, nor of ceremonies, siatply and alone by believing in Jesus. We arecto a
cept by an act of trust that righteousness whichirsady finished and completed by the death of our
blessed Lord upon the cross. He who does not pratactement by the blood of Jesus does not preach
the cross, and he who does not declare justificdip faith in Christ Jesus has missed the mark alto
gether. This is the very heart of the Christiartesys If our ministry shall be without blood it igtivout
life, for “the blood is the life thereof.” He thateaches not justification by faith knows not tlettine
of grace, for the Scripture says, “Therefore fisaith that it might be by grace; to the end pinemise
might be sure to all the seed.” Paul gloried batthe fact of the cross and in the doctrine ofditwess.

But the apostle also gloried the cross of the doctrindor the death of the Son of God upon the
cross is therux of Christianity. Here is the difficulty, the stunntg block, and rock of offense. The Jew
could not endure a crucified Messiah; he lookedpmmp and power. Multitudinous ceremonies and
different washings and sacrifices, were theseocalid put away and nothing left but a bleeding S&vio
At the mention of the cross the philosophic Grdelught himself insulted, and vilified the preachsra
fool. In effect he said, “You are not a man of thbuand intellect; you are not abreast of the tinbe
are sticking in the mire of antiquated prophecMy not advance with the discoveries of modern
thought?” The apostle, teaching a simple fact whaathild might comprehend, found in it the wisdom
of God. Christ upon the cross working out the dadvaof men was more to him than all the sayings of
the sages. As for the Roman, he would give no heexhy glorying in a dead Jew, a crucified Jew!
Crushing the world beneath his iron heel, he deddhat such romancing would never win him from
the gods of his fathers. Paul did not flinch befthre sharp and practical reply of the conquerorthef
world. He did not tremble before Nero in his paladéether to Greek or Jew, Roman or barbarian,
bond or free, he was not ashamed of the gospeho$tCbut gloried in the cross. Though the testigno
that the one all-sufficient atonement was providedthe cross stirs the enmity of man, and provokes
opposition, yet Paul was so far from attemptingnitigate that opposition, that he determined tovkno
nothing save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Hisgtonaras “We preach Christ crucified.” He had the
cross for his philosophy, the cross for his traditithe cross for his gospel, the Cross for hisygland
nothing else.

II. But, secondly, WHY DID PAUL GLORY IN THE CROSS? He&l not do so because he was in
want of a theme, for, as | have shown you, he hattla field for boasting if he had chosen to occitpy
He gloried in the cross from solemn and delibecat@ce. He had counted the cost, he had surveyed th
whole range of subjects with eagle eye, and he kmbat he did, and why he did it. He was master of
the art of thinking. As a metaphysician, none caxdel him, as a logical thinker, none could haveay
beyond him. He stands almost alone in the earlys@an church, as a master mind. Others may have
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been more poetic, or simpler, but none were maveghtful or argumentative than he. With decision
and firmness Paul sets aside everything else, afiditely declares, throughout his whole life, ‘1bgy
in the cross.” He does this exclusively, sayingptiGorbid that | should glory, save in the crosRiere
are many other precious things, but he puts théopah the shelf in comparison with the cross. Hé w
not even make his chief point any of the greatgaral doctrines, nor even an instructive and godly
ordinance. No, the cross is to the front. This telieion is chief in Paul's sky. The choice of tr@ss
he makes devoutly, for although the expression usedir English version may not stand, yet | do not
doubt that Paul would have used it, and would leahed upon God to witness that he abjured allrothe
ground of glorying save the atoning sacrifice—

“Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast,

Save in the death of Christ, my God;

All the vain things that charm me most,

| sacrifice them to His blood.”
He would have called God to witness that he knevambition save that of bringing glory to the cross
of Christ. As I think of this | am ready to say,rffen” to Paul, and bid you sing that stirring verse—

“It is the old cross still,

Hallelujah! hallelujah!

Its triumphs let us tell,

Hallelujah! hallelujah!

The grace of God here shone

Through Christ, the blessed Son,

Who did for sin atone;

Hallelujah for the cross!”

Why did Paul thus glory in the cross? You may vdelsire to know, for there are many nowadays
who do not glory in it, but forsake it. Alas thatshould be so! But there are ministers who igrtbee
atonement, they conceal the cross, or say bug kiblout it. You may go through service after sevic
and scarcely hear a mention of the atoning bloat Paul was always bringing forward the expiation
for sin, Paul never tried to explain it away. Ok tlumber of books that have been written to prbaé t
the cross means an example of self-sacrifice, agafy martyrdom did not mean that. They cannot en-
dure a real substitutionary sacrifice for humartgand an effectual purgation of sin by the deztthe
great substitute. Yet the cross means that or mgtiRaul was very bold, although he knew this would
make him many enemies, you never find him refirang spiritualizing, the cross and the atonement for
sin are plain matters of fact to him. Neither dbesattempt to decorate it by adding philosophilcabt
ries. No, to him it is the bare, naked cross, lalbl-stained, and despised. In this he glories,iambne
of the wisdom of words with which others vexed hie will have the cross, the cross, and nothing but
the cross. He pronounces an anathema on all whapgeoa rival theme—"But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you tian which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed.”

| take it that this was so, first, because Pawl sathe crossa vindication of divine justiceNVhere
else can the justice of God be seen so clearly #ei death of God Himself, in the person of Hiarde
Son? If the Lord Himself suffers on account of mokaw, then is the majesty of the law honoredio t
full. Some time ago, a judge in America was callpdn to try a prisoner who had been his companion
in his early youth. It was a crime for which thenpkty was a fine, more or less heavy. The judgendid
diminish the fine, the case was clearly a bad and, he fined the prisoner to the full. Some whovwkne
his former relation to the offender thought him sevhat unkind to thus carry out the law, while ogher
admired his impartiality. All were surprised whdretjudge quitted the bench and paid himself every
farthing of the penalty. He had shown both his eesfor the law and his goodwill to the man who had
broken it, he exacted the penalty, but he paidhisklf. So God has done in the person of His dear S
He has not remitted the punishment, but He has élinemdured it. His own Son, who is none other
than God Himself—for there is an essential uniotwkben them—has paid the debt which was incurred
by human sin. | love to think of the vindicationdifiine justice upon the cross; | am never wearit.of
Some cannot bear the thought, but to me it seeevitable that sin must be punished, or else tha-fou
dations of society would be removed. If sin becomésfle, virtue will be a toy. Society cannot rstiif
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laws are left without penal sanction, or if thah&#n is to be a mere empty threat. Men in th@ino
governments every now and then cry out for gresgeerity. When a certain offense abounds, and ordi-
nary means fail, they demand exemplary punishnad, it is but natural that they should do so, for
deep in the conscience of every man there is theiction that sin must be punished to secure the ge
eral good. Justice must reign, even benevolenceandmit. If there could have been salvation without
an atonement it would have been a calamity, rigidenen, and even benevolent men, might deprecate
the setting aside of law in order to save the gtiitim the natural result of their crimes.

For my own part | value a just salvation, an ungadvation would never have satisfied the appre-
hensions and demands of my conscience. No, letb&dgdst, if the heavens fall, let God carry out the
sentence of His law, or the universe will suspgat it was not righteous, and when such a suspicion
rules the general mind, all respect for God willdgmne. The Lord carries out the decree of His gesti
even to the bitter end, abating not a jot of itpuieements. Brethren, there was an infinite effycacthe
death of such a one as our Lord Jesus Christ thoate the law. Though He is man, yet is He alsd,Go
and in His passion and death He offered to thécpistf God a vindication not at all inferior to than-
ishment of hell. God is just indeed when Jesus ulEs the cross rather than that God’s law shoald b
dishonored. When our august Lord Himself bore thatlhwvthat was due for human sin, it was made evi-
dent to all that law is not to be trifled with. Vieory in the cross, for there the debt was paid,sms on
Jesus laid.

But we glory because on the cross we have an um@eddisplay of God’s love“God commends
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet grm Christ died for us.” Oh to think of it, thaekvho
was offended takes the nature of the offender,thed bears the penalty due for wanton transgression
He who is infinite, thrice holy, all glorious, forer to be worshipped, yet stoops to be numbereld wit
the transgressors, and to bear the sin of many.niythology of the gods of high Olympus contains
nothing worthy to be mentioned in the same day Witk wondrous deed of supreme condescension and
infinite love. The ancient Shasters and Vedas mmtking of the kind; the death of Jesus Christ upon
the cross cannot be an invention of men, none efatfes have produced anything like it in the poetic
dreams of any nation. If we did not hear of it $ierw and think of it so little, we should be chadweith
it beyond expression. If we now heard of it for flst time, and seriously believed it, | know naat,
we should not do, in our glad surprise; certain would fall down and worship the Lord Jesus, and
continue to worship Him forever and ever.

| believe again, thirdly, that Paul delighted tegch the cross of Christ #se removal of all guilt
He believed that the Lord Jesus on the cross fighansgression, made an end of sin, and bronght i
everlasting righteousness. He that believes insJssjustified from all things from which he couldt
be justified by the law of Moses. Since sin wad lam Jesus, God’s justice cannot lay it upon thiewe
ing sinner. The Lord will never punish twice thengaoffense. If He accepts a substitute for me, how
can He call me to His bar and punish me for thadgression, for which my substitute endured the
chastisement? Many a troubled conscience has catgis and found deliverance from despair. Won-
der not that Paul gloried in Christ, since it istten, “In the Lord shall all the seed of Israeljbstified,
and shall glory.” This is the method of salvatiohieh completely and eternally absolves the sinaed,
makes the blackest offender white as snow. Trassine visited upon Christ has ceased to be, sasfar
the believer is concerned. Does not faith cry, “Yall cast all their sins into the depths of tha'&O
sirs, there is something to glory in in this, ahdge who know the sin-removing power of the crosls w
not be hindered in this glorying by all the powef®arth or hell.

Paul glories in it, again, as marvel of wisdomit seemed to him the sum of perfect wisdom and
skill. He cried, “O the depths of the riches bothhe wisdom and knowledge of God!” The plan of sal
vation by vicarious suffering is simple, but suldinit would have been impossible for human or aagel
wisdom to have invented it. Men already so hatnd fight against it that they never would have de-
vised it. God alone out of the treasury of Hisnite wisdom brought forth this matchless projecsaif
vation for the guilty through the substitution bketinnocent. The more we study it, the more wel shal
perceive that it is full of teaching. It is onlyetlsuperficial thinker who regards the cross ashgest
soon to be comprehended and exhausted, the loitiedlects will here find ample room and space
enough. The most profound minds might lose theneselv considering the splendid diversities of light
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which compose the pure white light of the crosserigthing of sin and justice, of misery and merdy, o
folly and wisdom, of force and tenderness, of ragéd pity, on the part of man and God, may be seen
here. In the cross may be seen the concentrati@teofal thought, the focus of infinite purposes th
outcome of illimitable wisdom. Of God and the cressmay say—
“Here | behold His inmost heart,
Where grace and vengeance strangely join;
Piercing His Son with sharpest smart
To make the purchased pleasures mine.”
| believe that Paul gloried in the cross, agaircaose it ishe door of hopegven to the vilest of the
vile. The world was very filthy in Paul’'s time. Ram civilization was of the most brutal and debased
kind, and the masses of the people were sunkeit@s that are altogether unmentionable. Paul tialt t
he could go into the darkest places with light is land when he spoke of the cross. To tell of gard
bought with the blood of the Son of God is to caanyomnipotent message. The cross lifts up therfall
and delivers the despairing. Today, my brethrea wbrld’s one and only remedy is the cross. Go, you
thinkers, and get up a mission to the fallen inda@m leaving out the cross! Go, now, you wise men,
reclaim the harlots, and win to virtue the degrabdggour perfumed philosophies! See what you can do
in the slums and alleys without the cross of Chfsi talk to your titled reprobates, and win thenori
their abominations by displays of art! You will fahe most cultivated of you, even to win the ranid
educated to anything like purity unless your themesdrawn from Calvary and the love which there
poured out its heart’s blood. This hammer breakkydearts, but no other will do it. Pity itselbats
silent. Compassion bites her lip and inwardly gsyate has nothing to say till she has learnedttryg
of the cross, but, with that on her tongue, sheesaloquent; with tears she entreats, persuadds, an
prevails. She may but stammer in her speech, likegd, she may be slow of utterance, but the csoss i
in her hand, as the rod of the prophet. With this sonquers the Pharaoh of tyrannical sin; with shie
divides the Red Sea of guilt; with this she ledus host of God out of the house of bondage into the
land of promise which flows with milk and honey.€Tbross is the standard of victorious grace. thés
lighthouse whose cheering ray gleams across thewvdatiers of despair and cheers the dense midnight
of our fallen race, saving from eternal shipwreankd piloting into everlasting peace.
Again, Paul, | believe, gloried in the cross, adtén do, because it wése source of regb him and
to his brethren. | make this confession, and | makery boldly, that | never knew what rest of Hea
truly meant till 1 understood the doctrine of thebstitution of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, whereé s
my Lord bearing away my sins as my scapegoat, mgdyr them as my sin-offering, | feel a profound
peace of heart and satisfaction of spirit. The £igsall | want for security and joy. Truly, thied is
long enough for a man to stretch himself on it. Thess is a chariot of salvation, wherein we trager
the high road of life without fear. The pillow ofomement heals the head that aches with anguish. Be
neath the shadow of the cross | sit down with gdetight, and its fruit is sweet unto my tasteavé no
impatience even to hasten to heaven while restmgdith the cross, for our hymn truly says—
“Here it is | find my heaven,
While upon the cross | gaze.”
Here is perfect cleansing, and hence a divine ggcguarded by the justice of God, and hence a
“peace of God, which passes all understanding.trf¢o entice me away from the truth of substitatio
is labor in vain. Seduce me to preach the prettiiings of modern thought! This child knows much-bet
ter than to leave the substance for the shadowtyultte for the fancy. | see nothing that can giwenty
heart a fair exchange for the rest, peace, andtamabte joy which the old-fashioned doctrine of the
cross now yields me. Will a man leave bread fokBuand quit the home of his love to dwell in aades
late wilderness? | dare not renounce the truthr@eroto be thought cultured. | am no more a foahth
the most of my contemporaries, and if | could seglang better than the cross | would willingly gpa
it as they, for it is a flattering thing to be tlght a man of light and leading, but where shab ifg quit
the rock of the atoning sacrifice? | cannot go belymy simple faith that Jesus stood in my stead, an
bore my sin, and put my sin away. This | must pned&now nothing else. God helping me | will never
go an inch beyond the cross, for to me all elsarsty and vexation of spirit. Return unto yourtre3
my soul! Where else is there a glimpse of hopeyéar but in Him who loved you and gave Himself for
you?
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| am sure Paul gloried in the cross yet again lieehe saw it to bibe creator of enthusiasrhris-
tianity finds its chief force in the enthusiasm walhithe Holy Spirit produces, and this comes from th
cross. The preaching of the cross is the great ereap the crusade against evil. In the old timest va
crowds came together in desert places, among tlse @ri on the moors, at peril of their lives, tean
preaching. Did they come together to hear philog8dhid they meet at the dead of night when the har-
riers of persecution were hunting them, to listepitetty moral essays? | think not. They came tr he
of the grace of God manifest in the sacrifice afu¥eto believing hearts. Would your modern gospel
create the spirit of the martyrs? Is there anythimig for which a man might go to prison and tathe
The modern speculations are not worth a cat’s dignghem, much less a man. A something lies within
the truth of the cross which sets the soul aglawguches the preacher’s lips as with a live caal
fires the hearer’'s hearts as with flame from tharadf God. We can on this gospel live, and fos thi
gospel die. Atonement by blood, full deliveranaanirsin, perfect safety in Christ given to the bedie
call a man to joy, to gratitude, to consecratiangécision, to patience, to holy living, to all-saiming
zeal. Therefore, in the doctrine of the cross vaeyglneither will we be slow to speak it out with @ur
might.

lIl. My time has gone, or else | had intended to havarged upon the third head, of which | must
now give you the mere outline. One of Paul's greasons for glorying in the cross was its actioorup
himself. WHAT WAS ITS EFFECT UPON HIM?

The cross is never without influence. Come wheraay, it works for life or for death. Wherever
there is Christ’s cross there are also two othess®s. On either side there is one, and Jesusthe in
midst. Two thieves are crucified with Christ, aralPtells us their names in his case, “The worlcris
cified to me, and | unto the world.” Self and therid are both crucified when Christ’'s cross appears
and is believed in. Beloved, what does Paul meavé&se not mean just this—that ever since he had
seen Christ he looked upon the world as a crugifiedg up, thing on the gallows, which had no ctgarm
for him, whose frown he did not fear, whose lovedie not court. The world had no more power over
Paul than a criminal hanged upon a cross. What pbag a corpse on a gallows? Such power had the
world over Paul. The world despised him, and hddccoot go after the world if he would, and would
not go after it if he could. He was dead to it, &ndlas dead to him, thus there was a double sgpara

How does the cross do this? To be under the domiof this present evil world is horrible, how
does the cross help us to escape? Why, brethreghahbas ever seen the cross looks upon the gorld’
pomp and glory as a vain show. The pride of heyadaid the glitter of honor fade into meanness leefor
the Crucified One. O you great ones, what are gdkis, and your furs, and your jewelry, and youldgo
your stars and your garters, to one who has leamegbry in Christ crucified! The old clothes whic
belong to the hangman are quite as precious. Thiel'wdight is darkness when the Sun of Righteous-
ness shines from the tree. What care we for alkihgdoms of the world and the glory thereof when
once we see the thorn-crowned Lord? There is mlorg gbout one nail of the cross than about all the
scepters of all kings. Let the knights of the Galddeece meet in chapter, and all the Knights ef th
Garter stand in their stalls, and what is all tlspilendor? Their glories wither before the ineviatour
of doom, while the glory of the cross is eternategything of earth grows dull and dim when seen by
cross light.

So was it with the world’sipproval Paul would not ask the world to be pleased with, Isince it
knew not his Lord, or only knew Him to crucify Hir@an a Christian be ambitious to be written down
as one of the world’s foremost men when that wodst out His Lord? They crucified our Master; shall
His servants court their love? Such approval wdndall distained with blood. They crucified my Mas-
ter, the Lord of glory; do | want them to smile o, and say to me, “Reverend Sir” and “Learned Doc-
tor"? No, the friendship of the world is enmity wiGod, and therefore to be dreaded. Mouths théat spi
on Jesus shall give me no kisses. Those who hatddttrine of the atonement hate my life and soul,
and | desire not their esteem.

Paul also saw that the worldiassdomwas absurd. That age talked of being wise and gdylbical!
Yes and its philosophy brought it to crucify therdlaf glory. It did not know perfection, nor pereei
the beauty of pure unselfishness. To slay the Mbssias the outcome of the culture of the Pharisee,
put to death the greatest teacher of all time Wwagipe fruit of Sadducean thought. The contenguhasti
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of the present age have performed no greaterHaatto deny the doctrine of satisfaction for sihey{r
have crucified our Lord afresh by their criticisrusd their new theologies, and this is all the werld
wisdom ever does. Its wisdom lies in scatteringbdpguenching hope, and denying certainty, and
therefore the wisdom of the world to us is shedly.f@his century’s philosophy will one day be spok

of as evidence that softening of the brain was wsal among its scientific men. We count the tibug
of the present moment to be methodical madnesdaBeout of doors, and those who are furthest gone
in it are credulous beyond imagination. God has@deontempt upon the wise men of this world; their
foolish heart is blinded, they grope at noonday.

So, too, the apostle saw the worldétigion to be nothing. It was the world’s religion that cified
Christ, the priests were at the bottom of it; thesees urged it on. The church of the nation, the
church of many ceremonies, the church which lowedttaditions of the elders, the church of phylacte
ies and broad-bordered garments—it was this chwvbich, acting by its officers, crucified the Lord.
Paul therefore looked with pity upon priests artdral and upon all the attempts of a Christlesddator
make up by finery of worship for the absence of $ip&rit of God. Once see Christ on the cross, and a
chitecture and fine display become worthless, tavtiings. The cross calls for worship in spirit and
truth, and the world knows nothing of this.

And so it was with the world’s pursuits. Some &dter honor, some toiled after learning, others la-
bored for riches. But to Paul these were all sience he had seen Christ on the cross. He tbaddem
Jesus die will never go into the toy business; ttis pway childish things. A child, a pipe, a litdeap
and many pretty bubbles; such is the world. Thesadone can wean us from such play.

And so it was with the world’pleasuresand with the world’power. The world, and everything that
belonged to the world, had become as a corpse uh &ad he was as a corpse to it. See where the
corpse swings in chains on the gallows. What a, fratten thing! We cannot endure it! Do not let it
hang longer above ground to fill the air with plesice. Let the dead be buried out of sight. Thasthr
that died upon the cross now lives in our hearte Thrist that took human guilt has taken possessio
of our souls, and henceforth we live only in Hiror, Him, by Him. He has engrossed our affections. Al
our ardors burn for Him. God make it to be so wash that we may glorify God and bless our age.

Paul concludes this epistle by saying, “From hértle let no man trouble me: for | bear in my body
the marks of the Lord Jesus.” He was a slave, le@mdth His Master’s name. That stamp could never
be got out, for it was burned into his heart. Etrars, | trust, the doctrine of the atonement issaitled
belief, and faith in it is part of our life. We armeoted and grounded in the unchanging truths. &@idny
to convert me to your new views; | am past it. Giwve over. You waste your breath. It is done; oa thi
point the wax takes no farther impress. | havertake my standing, and will never quit it. A cruefi
Christ has taken such possession of my entire easpirit, soul, and body that | am henceforth Ioelyo
the reach of opposing arguments. Brethren, sistghisyou enlist under the conquering banner of the
cross? Once rolled in the dust and stained in hlbaebw leads on the armies of the Lord to victaDh
that all ministers would preach the true doctrih¢he cross! Oh that all Christian people wouldelin-
der the influence of it, and we should then seghbeir days than these! Unto the Crucified be gtory
ever and ever. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 53.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—289, 282, 281.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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