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“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of Gasl eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Romans 6:23.

IN the fifth chapter of this Epistle, Paul had simoat considerable length our justification from sin
through the righteousness of Jesus Christ our EaDiar apostle goes on to speak of our sanctiboati
in Christ, that as by the righteousness of Christhave been delivered from the guilt and penaltyirf
so by the power and life of Christ in us we aravdeéd from the dominion of sin, so as not to larey
longer therein. His objective is to show that tseevants of God cannot live in sin, that by reasoour
newness of life in Christ, it is not possible thad should continue to yield our members instruments
unto iniquity. We have passed out of the realm editd, we have come into the domain of life, and
therefore, we must act according to that life, #rat life being in its essence pure, holy and helyye
we must proceed from righteousness unto holiness.

While he is driving at this argument, our apostlgdentally lets fall the text which may be regaad
as a Christian proverb, a golden sentence, a dstatement of truth worthy to be written acrossskye
As Jesus said of the woman who anointed Him to Illisal, “Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached, in the whole world, there shall also, ttmat this woman has done, be told for a memaifial
her,” so | may say, “Wheresoever the gospel isgired, there shall this golden sentence, which the
apostle has let fall, be repeated as a proof oflearness in the faith.” Here you have both trszese
of the gospel and a statement of that misery frdnichvthe gospel delivers all who believe. “The wage
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternas lihrough Jesus Christ our Lord.”

First, it will be my painful duty to dwell for almie upondeath as the wages of siind then, more
joyfully, we shall close our morning’s meditatioy tonsideringeternal life as the gift of God

I. First, DEATH IS THE WAGES OF SIN. The apostle hasis mind’s eye the figure of a soldier
receiving his pay. Sin, the captain, pays his hgeldliers a dreadful wage. The original word siigsif
“rations,” or some translate it “stipend.” It meahs payment which soldiers receive, put in theglas
wages, because pay can be given in different fosmigliers might be paid in meat, or in meal, or in
money, or in part by their clothing, or by landepised when the time of service came to an end. Now
that which sin, the grim captain, pays to those wteunder him, is comprehended in this terribiente
“death.” It is a word as full as it is short. Leg®of terrors are found around this “king of testbr
Death is the rations which sin pays to those wHhistdpeneath its banner.

Now “sin is any want of conformity to, or transgsen of the law of God.” Sin is that evil power
which is in the world in rebellion against the gamttl gracious power of righteousness which sitsiupo
the throne of God. This evil power of unholinesstruth, sin, contrariety to the mind of God, hottls
great mass of our fellow men beneath its swayiathtbur. The ration with which it rewards the most
desperate valor of its champions is death.

To set forth this terrible fact, | shall make avfebservations. Firstjeath is the natural result of all
sin. When man acts according to God’s order he lisaswhen he breaks his Maker’s laws he wrecks
himself, and does that which causes death. The warded Adam thus, “In the day that you eat thereof
you shall surely die.” Dying does not mean ceasmegxist, for Adam did not cease to exist, nor do
those who die. The term “death” conveys to me rahsdea as that of ceasing to exist, or how could |
understand that word in 1 John 3:14, “He that laveishis brother abides in death”? How could a man

abide in annihilation? A grain of wheat falls iritee ground and dies, but it does not cease todean
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ther, it brings forth much fruit. That Adam did direthe day when he ate of that fruit is certainelse
the Lord spoke not the truth. His nature was wrdcked ruined by separation from God, and by a fall
from that condition which constitutes the true lifieman. When any man commits sin, he dies to holi-
ness and purity. No transgression is venial, batyesin is mortal, and genders death.

The further a man goes in lust and iniquity, theendead he becomes to purity and holiness; he los-
es the power to appreciate the beauties of viduéy be disgusted with the abominations of vicar O
nature at the very outset has lost that delicacges€eption which comes of healthy life, and as men
proceed in unchastity, or injustice, or unbeliefsm of any kind, they enter deeper and deeperthrwt
awful moral death which is the sure wage of sinuYan sin yourself into an utter deadness of con-
science, and that is the first wage of your servicgn.

All desire after God, and all delight in Him, diest where sin reigns. Death is the separatiomef t
soul from God. Alas, this death has passed upameti. Can two walk together except they are agreed?
Man may continue to believe in the existence of Gud for all practical purposes God to him is leal
non-existent. The fool has said in his heart, “NalG—he does not desire God, indeed, he wishes there
were no God. As for seeking after God, and delightiimself in the Almighty, the sinner knows noth-
ing thereof, his sin has killed him towards allide$or God, or love to Him, or delight in Him. He to
God dead while he lives. “To be carnally mindedesth.”

As there is through sin a death to God, so isetlaedeath to all spiritual things. “The natural man
receives not the things of the Spirit of God, foeyt are foolishness unto him. Neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” mlae does not perceive and discern spiritual thifoys,
he is dead to them. Talk to him of the sorrowshefdpiritual life, he has never felt them, and aspis-
es them as base hypocrisy Speak to him of thegbyise spiritual life, and you will soon discovérat
you are casting your pearls before swine, he hasrrswught such joys, he does not believe in ttzemd,
he thinks you a fanatic for talking such nonsehieis as dead to spiritual realities as a moldimgikio
astronomy, or a stone is dead to music. To hira &g though there were neither angel, nor spiit, n
God, nor mercy seat, nor Christ, nor holiness,h&aven, nor hell. Giving himself up to the dominain
sin, the sinner receives more and more the resuiscsin, even as the apostle says, “Sin, whenfih-
ished, brings forth death.” “He that sows to hesH shall of the flesh reap corruption.”

Inasmuch as in holy and spiritual things dwelks iighest happiness of our manhood, this man be-
comes an unhappy being, at first by deprivatiothefjoy which spiritual life brings with it, andtaf-
wards by suffering the inevitable misery of spiitaleath. God has justly appointed that if a malh wi
not be conformed to God he shall not taste of hreggs, and if a man will follow after that whichenil,
that evil shall of necessity bring with it sorromdaunrest, Romans 2:9. Since sin as naturally bring
spiritual death upon men as fire brings burningitdés spoken of as the wages of sin.

| would observe next, thalhe killing power of some sins is manifest to al@rversfor it operates
upon the body and the mind as well as upon thet.sphis spiritual death of which | speak may not
strike some of you with fear, you may think it asshmatter, though to me | confess that hell, hosvev
painted, is never so terrible a thing as the dedilth fills it. Some sins are murderous to a degree
which is clear to all. For instance, if a man tatesgrunkenness, or if he indulges in lasciviousnéss
manifest even to the unspiritual that the wagesiois death. See how by many diseases and dedirium
the drunk destroys himself, he has only to drinkdhenough, and his grave will be dug. The horrors
which attend upon the filthy lusts of the fleshillwot dare to mention, but many a body rottingped
ground shall be my silent witness. All know, or bttp know, the mischief which is occasioned to men
and women by the violation of that law which comiasws to be pure.

| spoke the other day to an aged brother who fibelsesult of natural decay, but is in all other r
spects sound and healthy, and | congratulated piom vetaining so much vigor at such an age. “Yes,”
he replied, “I owe it to the grace of God that vaeeabused myself in my younger days, and hence |
have a store of strength in my old age.” How mamythe contrary, feel the sins of their youth iaith
bone, and in their flesh. We have all known thas sif the flesh kill the flesh, and therefore weyrma
fer that sins of the mind kill the mind. Death inyapart of our manhood breeds death to the whole.
Death drags man down from the power, beauty, andfjdife to the wretched existence, the feebleness
the abominableness of death. The man is no morama Iout the wreck of a man and his body is not the

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 31




Sermon #1868 Death and Life: The Wage and the Gift 3

house of his soul, but a ruin, in which his pooirisgeeks in vain for comfort. A withered heart, a
blinded mind, a blasted being, such is the deatitlwbomes of sin. The wage of sin is openly death
when it assumes certain forms, and it is alwaysyrea, take what form it may.

Now this tendency is in every case the safiibe wages of sin is death” everywhere to everydine
is so not only where you can see it operating uperbody, but where you cannot see it. | may perhap
startle you when | say that the wages of sin igtdesen in the man who has eternal life. Sin has th
same deadly character to one as to the other,ambntidote is found. You, my Christian brothemn-ca
not fall into sin without its being poison to yas well as to anybody else, in fact, to you it menevi-
dently poison than to those hardened to it. If gouit destroys your joy, your power in prayer, you
confidence towards God. If you have spent evenimdsvolity with worldlings, you have felt the dda
ening influence of their society. What about yotayers at night? You cannot draw near unto God. The
operation of sin upon your spirit is most injuriciasyour communion with God. You are like a man
who has taken a noxious drug, whose fumes arefgtngehe brain, and sending the heart into slumber
If you, being a child of God, fall into any of tlsens which so easily beset you, | am sure you naller
find that those sins quicken your grace or increase faith, on the contrary, they will work youikv
only evil, and that continually. Sin is deadly toyanan and every man, whoever he may be, and were i
not for the mighty curative operation which thewsadling Spirit of God is always carrying on uporeth
believer’s nature, not one of us would survivedpadly effects of even those sins of infirmity agalo-
rance into which we fall. | wonder not that Pauédraloud, “O wretched man that | am! Who shall de-
liver me from the body of this death?” If a mandalpoison, if it does not absolutely kill him,njures
him, and thus proves its killing tendency. In certplaces the air is pestilential, and though ayver
healthy man may pass through them and seem nonedise, yet this does not disprove the general
deadly tendency of the malarious district, nor dib&ven prove that the healthy person is not s$kgcre
but really injured by having been there. Evils @by sin may be too deep to be at once visib$t,gs
the most serious of diseases have their periodiscabation, during which the person affected has no
idea of the ill which is hatching within him. Sis in itself an unmitigated evil, a root which bears
wormwood. Sin is death. Wonder not therefore thatapostle says, “The wages of sin is death.” As th
sparks fly upward, and as the rain fall to the gayuso sin leads to death. As the river takesedg lin
the thundering waterfall, so must the stream otsgate the fall of death.

Moreover, when we read of anything being a wagetwloes it mean? It means that it is a reward
for labor.Death is sin’s due reward, and it must be p@dnaster employs a man, and it is due to that
man that he should receive his wages. If his malitenot pay him his wages, it would be an act of
gross injustice. Now, if sin did not bring upon ndeath and misery, it would be an injustice. hés-
essary for the very standing of the universe tiratsBould be punished. It must be so. They that sow
must reap. The sin which hires you must pay youonyrcannot produce right. Iniquity, transgression
and sin must, in the nature of things, become dem&nsorrow, misery, death. Every transgression and
disobedience must receive its just recompensewsdrne There is no use in attempting to alter itosw
as God and justice reign, those who do sin’s woudstmeceive sin’s wage, and “the wages of sin is
death.”

Now, observe that this deatijs wage of sin, is in part received by men novsa@siers receive
their rations, day by dayt is a terrible thing that they do so receiveTlihe Scripture says, “If you live
after the flesh, you shall die"—such a life is aatioued dying. Again, it is written, “She that lvén
pleasure is dead while she lives.” The wrath of @bidles on him that believes not on the Son of God,
is there already. | would that men here who arecoatverted would recollect where they now are—they
are “dead in trespasses and sins.” O men, youdrmerely sick, but you are “dead in your sins!"uyo
are already dead to the highest spiritual enjoysjearid can never know them except by passing from
death unto life. You cannot rejoice in God, yourgatrknow spiritual truth; you cannot taste of dpai
bliss, for your sin deadens you to these thingsyeday that you live in it. To all that which is viby of
a man, to all that which is the true life of mantipgou are dead through sin.

But then a Roman soldier did not enlist merelyHisr rations, his chief pay often lay in the shaire
the booty which he received at the end of a warekfgected to share in his captain’s triumph, anoeto
a partaker in the spoiDeath is the ultimate wage of sifihe death which is here intended is the eternal
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loss and wreckage of the soul, the destructionllodl@out it that is worth having, the drifting dfié
guilty being forever upon the full tide of thoseleéendencies which caused his sin, and were fuarthe
increased by sin. When all comes to all, this ierelsin will drive you; it will perpetuate itsednd so
forever kill the soul to God, and goodness, andgog hope. You will enter upon a world in which the
highest enjoyments which even God Himself can g®vyor men will be revealed, but they will be hid-
den from your eyes because you will be utterly padde of knowing, appreciating, and enjoying them.
Being under the ever-growing power of sin, it vidbcome more and more a hopeless thing that you
should escape from the death which thus settlesxdgen you. All the agencies which could have re-
covered you from the clutches of death have faieoless you in the life which has come to an emd,
now in eternity neither the death of Christ, nag tholy Spirit, nor the ministry of the word, wilver
again operate upon you. Till your last moments gloose sin, and through eternity you will still ckeo

it, for this death is the reward of your sin. Owrdl Himself said, “These shall go away into evdtas
punishment.” Then you shall come to know to the ¥at that awful word “death” really means as
God intends it. Meanwhile, if you would escape tthisadful doom, read your Bible and see how the
result of sin is expounded. As our Savior taughat future death includes within itself the fire iatn
never shall be quenched, the worm that never thesputer darkness, the weeping and wailing and
gnashing of teeth, and the departure into evenigdire which begins with a curse from the lip o¥é.
Alienation from God is death, and can never beretlse. The Holy Spirit, speaking of the ungodly,
says, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on thent #reow not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with exgtihg destruction from the presence of the Lond, a
from the glory of His power.” This will be the uttiatum of sin. As surely as rivers run into the sea,
surely must sin run into death, there is no helpittorhe hard and impenitent heart heaps up &wsifit
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation efrilghteous judgement of God. Sin inevitably pays t
all who are its servants the death by which bondagts power is sealed forever. O my God, grant us
grace to see what a wretched service this is whasfs such terrible rations now, and gives suchira te
ble dividing of the spoil in the end.

| shall not longer dwell upon it; the subject esdistressing to me, save that | must add a feensol
words. The misery of the misery of sin is that it is edtrievery pang that shall fall upon the ungodly
either in this life or in the life to come will hawhis for its sting—that it was duly earned. Thener
may well say, “I worked for this; | laid myself otd earn this; | now feel the misery of what | Willy
did.” Death is the result of being out of gear w@bd. But the sinner puts himself into that coraitilf
men in the world to come could say, “This miseryuofs has come upon us by an arbitrary arrangement
on the part of God, quite apart from its just restithen they would derive from that fact somedkof
comfort to their conscience, some easement of thigirg remorse. But when they will be obliged to
own that all their woe was their own choice in ctiag sin, and is still their own choice in abidiimg
sin, this will scourge them indeed. Their sin isithhell. The worm which gnaws at the heart of [thst
soul is its own willful hate of God, and love ofilevO lover of sin, you are under the power of this
death—this worse than death! You are dead to Geall tb holiness, and dead to love, and dead to true
happiness, and you have brought this death uporsgtbuevery part and particle of it. You have aros
that which has made you a wreck and a ruin, andinhhe teeth of many warnings and admonitions. It
must be so, that “the wages of sin is death” aedeiror of that death is that it comes as a wedey
will you die? Why will you earn death? Why will yaihoose your own delusions? Have you wickedly
determined to prove what outer darkness means? i#aveéurned your back on God just to see how a
man must fare who wars with his Maker? Have noughadashed themselves to pieces on the rock of
sin? Why will you do the same? If you will do sbjst shall be the misery of your misery, that you
brought it on yourselves, and that you rejectedotie remedy provided of the Lord in the person sf H
Son Jesus Christ.

Note, next—and | speak with the truest compassithratit will be the folly of follies to go on work-
ing for such wageUp to now they that have worked for sin have thao profit in it. What fruit have
you had, any of you, in the things in which you éa&ause to be ashamed? Has sin ever brought you any
real benefit? Come, now, and let us reason togethprtill now has doing wrong ever worked for your
health, or your happiness? Are you the better &be,hor greed, or lust, or drink? Has sin ever kbpes
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your inner self into anything worth calling life?oM know it has not. It has rather destroyed youn tha
improved you, and you know it. Why, then, will yga further in sin? Have you not learned enough al-
ready of the deadly nature of evil? Why will yowegs further into this barren region, which will bete
more and more a howling wilderness to you as yowacke into it? Why will you go where it will be
more and more difficult to return? Oh, may God'8nite mercy prevent our being such madmen as to
labor in the very fire to earn nothing else buttde&od forbid that we should plunge from sin to by

an inventiveness of rebellion, only to discover enand more what it is to be dead forever to God,
heaven, and hope, and everything that is to beatksi

Let me addit ought to be the grief of griefs to each of uasttve have sinned®h, misery, to have
worked so long in a service which brings such bderwvages! Though | have known the Lord now these
thirty-six years, | still regret most deeply eveig that | have ever committed against the petéegtof
the Lord. | take it that repentance is not the terapy act of a certain period of time, but it ig tpirit
of the whole life after conversion. When we know ave forgiven, we repent all the more that we ever
loved that sin which is so abominable unto God, smévil in every way. Evil seems most evil when we
have the clearest sense of divine goodness. Istaoinwage is death, and only death and our lamenta
tion is that we harbored this assassin, yes, eeearbe its slave. Let us humble ourselves before God
because we have played the fool exceedingly byirggnagainst Him. We have wounded, injured, and
destroyed ourselves and all for nothing—our onlgevheing a still deeper destruction.

Oh, you that have never repented, but are stitliadp in this spiritual death, how | long that the
voice of Jesus may echo in that sepulcher of simhith you now lie asleep. May it awaken you, and
make you dread the death that never dies! Oh thatnyay turn over, as it were, in your grave, and
begin to moan, “O God, deliver me!” If there is Bucthought as that in your soul, | shall hope that
Spirit of God has begun to bring life into yourréipiBut what an awful thing it is to have sperittakese
days—and some of you are getting grey—in only deivag which is your undoing, in giving life to that
which is your death! The sole wages that some afhewe yet earned is death. Is not this a poorneewa
for all the risk, labor, and perseverance with whyou have served sin? God help you to see yoly, fol
and repent of it.

One thought more before | leave this point, arad th,it must certainly be a miracle of miracles if
any sinner here does not remain forever beneattptiveer of sin Sin has this mischief about it, that it
strikes a man with spiritual paralysis, and how sach a palsied one ward off a further blow? It esak
the man dead, and to what purpose do we appeaitdhat is dead? | have tried to describe what a
dreadful thing it is to be dead to God, and pusatyd happiness, but the dead man does not knoarer c
for these things. Our preaching may well be caltadishness, since it is addressed to ears thatatan
or, rather, will not, hear. What a miracle of mlegcit is when the Divine life comes streaming down
into the heart that sin has chilled into death! Wéndlessedness it is when God interposes and énds
way by which the wage most justly due shall notplagd! It is a necessity, that every transgression
should have its recompense, but in the personeoLéind Jesus such an expiation is made, that gis pa
its wage of death to Him who did not earn it, whi®se who did earn it go free. O sinner, none can
save you but the God who made you! You, as deathimare in such a state that you will rot into-cor
ruption, and go on forever rotting into a yet foudad filthier corruption throughout the ages, ade
can prevent it but Almighty God Himself. Only onewer is capable of affording you the help you
need, and that power works through the Lord Jeshs,is at this moment mighty to save. Oh! That the
miracle of miracles might be worked upon you, fonat, there it stands, “The wages of sin is déath.
Alas! | fear that sin will pervert even the ministsf the word, and make it a savor of death untatiue
This is the first teaching of the text, and | ptag Holy Spirit to impress it on every conscience!

Il. And now | am glad to pass into liberty and joy whilspeak on the second subject, ETERNAL
LIFE IS THE GIFT OF GOD.

Note well the change, death isvage, but life is agift. Sin brings its natural consequences with it,
but eternal life is not the purchase of human meérit the fregyift of the love of God. The abounding
goodness of the Most High alone grants life to ¢hwho are dead by sin. It is with clear intentdach
us the doctrine of the grace of God that the apaatered the word here from wages to gift. Natyral
he would have said, “The wages of sin is death theitwages of righteousness is eternal life.” Bait h
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wished to show us that life comes upon quite athfft principle from that upon which death comes. |
salvation all is of free gift, in damnation everyidp is of justice and desert. When a man is losth&s
earned it, when a man is saved, it is given him.

Let us notice, first, thagternal life is imparted by grace through faitWhen it first enters the soul it
comes as God'’s free gift. The dead cannot earnth&every supposition is absurd. Eternal life gap
on earth comes to us as a gift. “What!” says ode, you mean to say that eternal life comes into the
soul here?” | say yes, here, or else never. Etdifeainust be our possession now, for if we diehwiit
it, it will never be our possession in the worldcmme, which is not the state of probation, butixad
and settled reward. When the flame of eternalfirg drops into a man’s heatrt, it is not as theuteof
any good works of his which preceded it, for thesxe none; nor as the result of any feelings qffois
good feelings were not there till the life cametiBgood works and good feelings are the fruit & th
heavenly life which enters the heart, and makesoascious of its entrance by working in us repergan
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. “Eternal liethe gift of God in Jesus Christ.” By faith we @m
consciously into Christ. We trust Him, we rest uptim, we become one with Him, and thus eternal life
manifests itself. Has He not said, “I give unto Blyeep eternal life,” and again, “He that beliewes i
Him has everlasting life”? O beloved, you that hheen quickened by the Spirit of God, | am sure you
trace that first quickening to the grace of God.aféher your doctrinal views may be, you are aleagr
in the experiential acknowledgment that by the graicGod you are what you are. How could you, be-
ing dead, give yourself life? How could you, bethg slave of sin, set yourself free? But the Lord i
mercy visited you as surely as the Lord Jesus Chisged the tomb of Lazarus, and He spoke with Hi
almighty voice, and bade you come to life, and goase and came to life at His bidding. You remember
well the change that came upon you. If any man beuvéd have been literally dead, and then coula&hav
been made to live, what a wonderful experiencevoigld have been! We should go a long way to hear
the story of a man who had been dead, and thermads alive again. But | tell you, his experien€e, i
he could tell it, would not be any more wonderhérn our experience as quickened from death in sin,
for we have suffered the pains that come througletitrance of life into the soul, and we know ths;
which afterwards come of it. We have seen the ligat life brings to the spiritual eye, we havd tak
emotions that life brings to the quickened heas;have known the joys which life, and only lifenca
bring to the entire man. We can tell you somettahgut these things, but if you want to know them to
the full, you must feel them for yourselves. “Yowshbe born again.” We bear our witness that eterna
life within our spirit is not of our earning, bute gift of God.

Beloved, since we received eternal life, we hawmeegon to grow, and we have made great advances
in the divine life; our little trembling faith hasow grown to be full assurance; that zeal of ouinsciv
burned so low that we hardly dared to attempt angtfor Jesus has now flamed up into full consecra-
tion, so that we live to His praise. From where tins growth come? Is it not still a free gift? Hayou
received an increase of life by the law, or haoine to you as the free gift of God? | know what yo
will say, and if any of you have so grown in grdleat you have become ripe Christians, if any of you
have been taught of God so that you can teachtiiemy of you have been led by the Holy Spioit s
that your sanctification is known unto all men, aodi have become saintly men and women, | am sure
that your holiness and maturity are still gifeceived,andnot wages earned. | will put the question to
you again; did this abundant life come to you g/ works of the law, or by grace through faith whigh
in Christ Jesus? Your instantaneous answer iss ‘dll of grace, in the latter as well as in theliea
stages.” Yes, in every degree the gift of God esredl life in Christ Jesus.

Yes, and when we get to heaven, and the etefeadhill there be developed as a bud opens into a
full-blown rose, when our life shall embrace Golifs, and God’s life shall encompass ours, when we
shall be abundantly alive to everything that isyhdivine, heavenly, blessed, and eternally glasjah,
then we shall confess that our life was all of ghace of God, the free gift of God in Jesus Chuist
Lord! I am sure that our heavenly education willyomake us know more and more fully that while
death is the well-earned wages of sin, eternaldifeom beginning to end the gift of infinite geac

Beloved, observe gratefully what a wonderful giifis is—"the gift of God,"—the gift which Jesus
bestows upon every believer, for “to as many asived Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to as many as believed on Hignamch were born, not of blood, nor of the will o
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the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Hexpress is our Lord’s statement, “He that beliexwes
the Son has everlasting life: and he that beliewasthe Son shall not see life; but the wrath ofiGo
abides in him”! What a life this is! It must be afwonderful sort, because it is called “lif@ar excel-
lence,emphatically “life,” true life, real life, esseatilife. This does not mean mere existence, as some
vainly talk. There never was a greater blunder ttoaconfound life with existence, or death with non
existence, these are two totally different andinlt$tideas. The life of man means the existencearh
as he ought to exist—in union with God, and consatjy in holiness, purity, health, and happiness.
Man, as God intended him to be, is man enjoyirg liian, as sin makes him, is man abiding in death.
All that man can receive of joy and honor the Lgigkes to man to constitute eternal life in the wddd
come. What a life is this! The life that is impalt® us in regeneration is God’s own life, brouigiid
us by “the living and incorruptible seed which bvand abides forever.” We are akin to God by thve ne
birth, and by loving union with His Son Jesus Chighat must life mean in God’s sense of it?

Moreover, we have lifeternal,too, never ending. Whatever else may end, thiemean. It can nei-
ther be killed by temptation, nor destroyed byltneor quenched by death, nor worn out by the ages.
The gift of the eternal God is eternal life. Theg®o talk about a man having everlasting life, argirg
it, do not know the force of language. If a man &g&snal life, it is eternal, and cannot therefene or
be lost. If it is everlasting, it is “everlastingd lose it would prove that it was not everlastiNg, if you
have eternal life, you can never perish; if God Ibestowed it upon you, it will not be recalled, fRbe
gifts and calling of God are without repentancehisTeternal life is evidently a free gift, for haeuld
any man obtain it in any other way? It is too poesito be bought, too divine to be made by mait. If
had to be earned, how could you have earned it? Moean, who have already earned death. The wage
due to you already was death, and by that wagewsra effectually shut out from all possibility ofe
earning life. Indeed, the earning of life seems®to be from the beginning out of the questiomak
come to us as a free gift; it could not come in atier way.

Furthermore, remember that it is lifeJesusthe “through” of our version is “in” in the origihaVe
are in everlasting union with the blessed persah®fSon of God, and therefore we live. To be inisth
is a mystery of bliss. The apostle felt that thessvan occasion for again rehearsing our blesseteNtas
names and titles of honor—"in Jesus Christ our Ldrdioted to you on a former occasion how, at cer-
tain seasons, the various honors and titles oft gnem are proclaimed by heralds with becoming state
and so here, to the praise of the Lord Jesus,W#ek His full degree—"Eternal life in Jesus Chosir
Lord.” He writes at large the august name beforéclvievery knee shall bow, and he links our life
therewith. Here we read the cheering and preci@msenof Jesus. By that name He is nearest to man;
when He was born into our nature He was named Jésudie shall save His people from their sins.”
The life which comes in connection with Him is slen from sin. In this Savior is life. The nexte
is “Christ,” or anointed, by which name He is nesat® God, being sent forth and anointed of God to
treat with us on God’s behalf. He is the Lord’s iShirand our Jesus. Next, He is called “Our Lord.”
Herein lies the glory of our anointed Savior, weotlgh grace becoming servants participate in fiee li
and glory of our Lord. He reigns as our Lord, arydHis reigning power He shows Himself to be the
Lord and giver of life. “All live unto Him.” Our Lad has life in Himself, and breathes it into us.ava
life this is—a life saved from sin, a life anointefithe Holy Spirit, a life in union with Him whaiLord
of all. This is the life which is peculiarly thefgof God.

Thus | have set forth this doctrine, and | desir@pply it by adding a little more of practical-im
portance. Firstlet us come at this time, one and all, and rec#i®divine life as a gift in Christ Jesus
If any of you have been working for it by going abdo establish your own righteousness, | beseech
you to end the foolish labor by submitting yourssito the righteousness of God. It you have been tr
ing to feel so much, or to pray so much, or to masw much, forbear from thus offering a price, and
come and receive life as a free gift from your Gedl down the idol of your pride, and humbly soe f
pardoning grace on the plea of mercy. Believe ared ¥You are not called upon to earn life, butee r
ceive it, receive it as freely as your lungs takehe air you breathe. If you are dead in sin &t mmo-
ment, yet the gospel of life has come near to Wiih that gospel there comes the life-giving wirfd o
the eternal Spirit. He can call you out of youmruand wreckage, and death, and make you live.i$his
His word, “Awake, you that sleep, and rise from tlead, and Christ shall give you life.” Will youvsa
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it as a gift? If there is any true life in you yaamswer will be quick and hearty. You will be lasyou

do not receive this gift. Your earnings will be gpamto your bosom, and dread will be the death twhic
will settle down upon you. The acceptance of a §iftewould not be difficult if we were not prouéc-
cept it—God help you to accept it at once! Evernt #taeptance will be God’s gift, for the will tovdi is
life, and all true life, from beginning to enddstirely of the Lord.

Beloved, have we accepted that free gift of eldife® Let us abide in itLet us never be tempted to
try the law of merit, let us never attempt to llweour earnings. No doubt eternal life is a rewiardne
sense, but it is always a reward of grace, notame of debt. The Lord shall give us a crown of kit
last as a reward, but even then we shall confedsHé first gave us the work by which the crown was
won. The Lord first gives us good works, and thewards us for them. The labor of love is in itself
gift of love. Grace reigns all along, not only emioving sin, but in working virtue.

Finally, are we now abiding in eternal life, trast in the Son of God, and clinging to His skirts?
Thenlet us live to His gloryDo we know that because He lives, we shall ligealf so, let us show by
our gratitude how greatly we prize this gift. Weedin a world where death is everywhere manifestin
itself in various forms of corruption; thereford les see from what the Lord has delivered us. loet n
man boast in his heart that he is not subjectdovile influences which hold the world in its cqotion.

Let no pride because of our new life ever crosssminit. Chase every such thought as that away with
detestation. If our life is of grace, there is mom for boasting, but much space for soul-humbling.
When you walk the streets, and hear the groanseofi¢ad in the form of oaths and blasphemies, thank
the Lord that you have been taught a more livimgleage. Think of drunkenness and lust as the worms
that are bred of the putridity of the death whiomes of sin. You are disgusted and horrified, nettsr

ren, but these things would have been in you alédds the grace of God. We are like living mentshu
up in a morgue; wherever we turn we see the dnearis of death, but all this should make us gratefu
to the sacred power which has brought us out ahdago spiritual life.

As for others, let us anxiously ask the questioGaft these dry bones live?” Then let us be obedient
to the heavenly vision when the divine word saysdp“Son of man, prophesy upon these bones.” We
must cherish the faith which will enable us to Hs.tMoreover, a sight of the universal death afetn
newed nature should drive us to prayer, so thatrmye “Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” Tnayer being offered, we should live in hopeful ex
pectancy that the Lord will open the graves of pisple, and cause them to come forth and live Isy Hi
Spirit. Oh for grace to prophesy believingly upbege bones, and say, “O you dry bones, hear thé wor
of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God unto these $oBehold, | will cause breath to enter into yaud a
you shall live.” Beloved, we shall yet see thermdtap an exceedingly great army, quickened of the
Lord our God. He delights to burst the bonds oftldeBesurrection is one of His chief glories. He-he
alds resurrection work with trumpets, and angeisl, @ glorious high throne, because He delights.in i
The living Jehovah rejoices to give life, and esalcto give it to the dead. Corruption flies befo
Him, grave clothes are torn, and sepulchers arkebropen. “I am the resurrection, and the lifeyssa
Jesus, and so He is even at this hour. O God, th@/eongregation to the praise of the glory of ¥ou
grace, wherein You have made us to live, and t@admepted in Your well-beloved Son. Amen and
Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 6.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—100 (VER. 1), 238, 4 74.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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