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“It shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be blemish therein.”
Leviticus 22:21.

THE ceremonial law, as ordained by the hand of Ma@s®l Aaron, called the worshippers of God
great carefulness before Him. Before their minds that solemn truth was ever enadible, “I the Lord
your God am a jealous God.” Nothing might be ddraughtlessly. Due heed was the first requisite in a
man who would draw near unto the thrice-holy Golpse perfections demand lowly and considerate
reverence from all those who are round about Hitre $pirit must be awake, and on the stretch, if it
would please the great Father of Spirits. Thereeviiite points—I may truthfully call themminutiae—
upon which everything would depend as to right Wwigrsand its acceptance with the Lord. No Israelite
could come to the tabernacle door aright withourtking of what he had to do, and thinking it ovathw
an anxious fear lest he should, by omission orremake his offering into a vain oblation. He must
draw near unto the Lord with great carefulnesslse he might miss his aim, spend his money upon a
sacrifice, cause labor to the priest, and go honaecepted. He might duly perform a large portiom of
ceremony, and yet no good might come to him thratigbecause he had omitted a point of detail, for
the Lord would be sought according to the due gradeHe would not be found by the worshipper. Of
every ceremony, it might be said, “It must be perte be accepted.” There was the rule, and thee rul
must be followed with the most careful exactnessd @ust have the minds and thoughts of men, or He
counts that they are no worshippers.

This is no easy lesson to learn, dear friends| &n afraid that in our usual worship we are ret a
ways as thoughtful as we ought to be. Mark well ginging. Do we join in it with the heartiness, the
solemnity, and the correctness which are due to Wi hears our psalms and hymns? | may not judge,
but | have my suspicions. Look at the way we ptayt not to be feared that at times we rush intml'G
presence and utter the first words that come talhakre not liturgies repeated with minds half agkee
Are not extempore prayers uttered in the most formrenner? | refer both to public and private prayer
Moreover, see the style in which some will evenaphe With facility of language they will deliver
themselves of their own thoughts, without seekimg &anointing from on high, and the power of the
Spirit of God. | do not say that any of you everigim your Sunday school classes without thoughtt |
not say that any of you ever take your tract distand go from door to door without seeking a sileg,
| will not say that any of you ever come to the coamion table without examining yourselves, and dis-
cerning the Lord’s body, but if | do not say itmay think it, and possibly that thought may be Qe
my brethren, let conscience sit in judgment, andd#ethis matter! We need to think a great dealemor
about how we come before the Most High, and if mght more, and prayed more, we would become
more certain of our inability to do anything as awgght to do it, and we should be driven to a more e
tire dependence upon the Spirit of God in everyohetorship. This in itself would be a great blegsi

| do not know, however, that the ceremonial lad miake men thoughtful, since for the most part, it
failed of its designed effect through the hardrafssien’s hearts. Earnest heed was the design loftit,
superstition and a spirit of bondage were the nustel results. Brethren, without a multitude ofecer
monies, which might become a yoke to us, let usthgr means arrive at the same, and even a better,
thoughtfulness of heart! Let love to God so infloems that, in the least and most ordinary matvees,
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shall behave ourselves as in the immediate presehtee Lord, and so shall strive with the utmost
watchfulness of holy care to please the Lord oud.Go

The ceremonial law also engendered in men whdtdiik a great respect for the holiness of God.
They could not help seeing that God required ehergtin His service to be of the very best.

The priest who stood for them before God mustibesélf in bodily presence the perfection of man-
hood. When old age crept upon him, he must giveepta one who showed no such sign of decay. His
garments must be perfectly white and clean in hig/a&ervice, and when once a year there was a joy
day, then for glory and beauty he shone in allrtttance that the purest gold and the most precious
stones could put upon him.

The victims that were offered must all be withblegmish. You are constantly meeting with that de-
mand, and it was carried out with rigid care. Yoeetwith a stringent instance in the text, “It mhbst
perfect to be accepted.”

Under the law of Moses, the guilt of sin and theed of atonement were always most vividly
brought before the mind of the worshipping Israelif you stepped within the holy place, everywhere
you saw the marks of blood. Our very delicate-methéteends, who raise the silly objection that they
cannot bear the sound of the word “blood”—what widhley have done if they had gone into the Jewish
tabernacle, and had seen the floor, and the curssmd every article stained, like a shambles? How
would they have endured to worship where the blwad poured in bowlfuls upon the floor, and sprin-
kled on almost every holy thing? How would they é&orne with the continual spattering of blood—all
indicating that without shedding of blood therens remission of sin? Truly, there can be no apgroac
to a thrice-holy God without the remission of @and that remission of sin must be obtained thrahgh
atoning blood. The Israelite, if he thought rightigust have been deeply aware that he served a God
who was terrible out of His holy places, a God vitaded sin, and would by no means spare the guilty,
or pardon man without atonement. All the more watid be sealed home upon the mind of the Israel-
ite by the knowledge that in every case the saerifiust be unblemished. As he looked on the bléod o
the victim, he would remember the sacred ruleshill be perfect to be accepted.” He saw in thesec
sity for a perfect sacrifice a declaration of tlwdiess of God. He must have felt that sin wasantit-
fle—not a thing to be committed, winked at, andtteld out, but a thing for which there must be life
given, and blood shed, before it could be remoaed,that life and blood must be the life and blobd
perfect and unblemished offering.

Under the Jewish ceremonial law, one of the momnment thoughts, next to a great respect for the
holiness of God, would be deep regard for the law of God. Everywhere that the Israelite went he was
surrounded by law. He must not do this, and he moghat, the law was continually before him. Now,
brethren, it is a blessed thing to declare the glogut | do not believe that any man can preaelgts-
pel who does not preach the law. The book of Lew#tiand all the other typical books are valuable as
gospel-teaching to us, because there is alwaysem tmost clearly the law of God. The law is the-nee
dle, and you cannot draw the silken thread of thepgl through a man’s heart, unless you first $kad
needle of the law through the center thereof, tkenaay for it. If men do not understand the laveyth
will not feel that they are sinners; and if theg aot consciously sinners, they will never value $in
offering. If the Ten Commandments are never reatieir hearing, they will not know wherein they are
guilty, and how shall they make confession? If theg not assured that the law is holy, and jud, an
good, and that God has never demanded of any memthnen He has a right to demand, how shall they
feel the filthiness of sin, or see the need ofrilyto Christ for cleansing? There is no healingaan ill
the law has wounded him, no making him alive ki# taw has slain him.

| do pray, dear friends, that God, the Holy Spmiy lay the law, like an axe, at the root ofaalf
self-righteousness, for nothing else will ever raawn that Upas tree. | pray that He may take the la
and use it as a mirror, that we may see oursefvdsand discover our spots, and blots, and allfthul-
ness of our lives, for then we shall be driven askvuntil we are clean in the sight of the Lorde Tdw
is our pedagogue to bring us to Christ, and thereicoming to Christ unless the stern pedagogaié sh
lead us there, with many a stripe and many a tear.
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In this text we have law and gospel too. Thetheaslaw which tells us that the sacrifice must be p
fect to be accepted, and behind it there is thesklk hint that there is such an unblemished saerifi
which is accepted, which we may by faith bring tod@vithout fear of being rejected. Oh, for grace to
learn both law and gospel at this time!

This is the text for our present meditation, ‘el be perfect to be accepted.” | want to predu$ t
truth right home into every heart by the powerha# Spirit of God. If | could be an orator, | wouidt
be. The game of eloquence, with the souls of methicounters, and eternity for the table, isrtiuest
wicked sport in the world. | have often wished ttiedre were no such things as rhetoric and oraédiry
among ministers, but that we were all forced taakpa the pulpit as plainly as children do in th&m-
plicity. Oh, that all would tell the gospel out Wiplain words! | long that all may understand what
have to say. | would be simpler if | knew how. TMaay of salvation is far too important a matter & b
the theme of oratorical displays. The cross igdarsacred to be made a pole on which to hoistizigs
of our fine language. | want just to tell you theniipat make for your peace, things which will sggar
souls. At least, | would declare truths which,héy do not save you, will leave you without excirse
that dread day when He, whose ambassador | anhcsina¢ to judge both you and me.

|. First, then, THE RULE OF OUR TEXT, “IT SHALL BE PEECT TO BE ACCEPTED,” MAY
BE USED TO SHUT OUT ALL THOSE FAULTY OFFERINGS ON MVCH SO MANY PLACE
THEIR CONFIDENCE.

It most effectually judges, and casts forth as,ll self-righteousness, although this is the great de-
ceit by which thousands are buoyed up with falspeBo Alas! This is the destroyer of myriads, and
therefore, | must speak as with a voice of thunded with words of lightning. Hearken unto me, you
that hope to be accepted of God by your own doibgsek to what will be demanded of you if you are
to be accepted on your own merits! “It shall befgrerto be accepted; there shall be no blemistkethér
If you can come up to this rule you shall be salgd/our righteousness, but if you cannot reach this
mark, if you come short in any degree whatever, ypost fail acceptance. It is not said, “It shallgze-
tially good to be accepted,” or “It shall be hogbfigood.” No. “It shall be perfect to be accepteldis
not written, “It shall have no great and grievolsntish,” but “There shall be no blemish thereingeS
you not the height of the standard, the absolutepteteness of the model set before you? Let the
plummet hang straight, and see whether you cawul baiit, whether, after all, your building is nat a
bowing wall, and as a tottering fence, altogethéras the perpendicular as tested by this uncommom
ing text—"It shall be perfect to be accepted; th&rall be no blemish therein.”

Why, look you, sirs, you that hope to be saved/idayr own doingsyour nature at the very first is
tainted! God’s Word assures you that it is so. There isiewour heart from the very beginning, so that
you are not perfect, and are not without blemidhis Bad fact spoils all at the very beginning. Yaoe
yourself blemished and imperfect. Who can brindearc thing out of an unclean? Not one. If the foun-
tain is tainted, shall the streams be pure? Dotk it possible that you, who are a fallen maryaur
very parentage, in whom there is a bias towards @m possibly render perfect service unto God@rYo
hands are foul, how can your work be clean? Howitcpassibly be that you should produce sweet fruit
when you as a tree are of sour stock, and of ma&rre? O my friend, it cannot be that darknessiish
produce light, nor death, bring forth life! How cgour thoughts, and words, and ways, be perfect? An
yet all must be perfect to be accepted.

Look again, for | feel sure th#tere must have been a blemish somewhere as matter of fact. As yet
you are not conscious of a blemish, or of a fault] possibly there is some justification for thicon-
sciousness. Looking upon you, | feel inclined teelgyou, as Jesus loved that young man who could say
of the commandments, “All these have | kept from youth up.” But | must beg you to answer this
guestion—has there not been a blemish in your motives? What have you been doing all these good
things for? “Why, that | might be saved!” Precissty Therefore, selfishness has been the motivehwhi
has ruled your life. Every self-righteous man sefish man. | am sure he is. At the bottom, thahe
motive of the best life that is ever lived whichnist actuated by faith in Jesus Christ. The lawYsu
shall love the Lord your God with all your heamdawith all your soul, and with all your mind.” But
you have loved yourself, and lived for yourselfihihen can you have kept the first precept of #ve?|
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What has been done by you has been done eithef auservile fear of hell, or else out of a proud a
selfish hope that you would win heaven by your anarits. These are not love, nor even akin to ie Th
absence of love is a flaw, and a very serious briaints and spoils the whole of your life. “Italhbe
perfect to be accepted,” and if the motive is infgar then the life is imperfect altogether.

Moreover, it is not only your nature and your naetivhich are imperfect. My dear friend, you cer-
tainly must have erred somewhere or other, in sachef your life. If you can say that you have serv
God and man without fault throughout all your day®) can say much more than | would venture to do.
The Scripture also is dead against you when it,sdlyere is none righteous; no, not one.” If younca
say that in no one action of your life, select wpati may, was there anything blameworthy, anything
that fell short, anything that could be censurex gay very much more than the best of men have eve
claimed for themselves. As for the poor faulty lgeiwho now addresses you, | dare not claim that the
best deed | have ever done, or the most fervenepiahave ever prayed, could have been accepted in
and of itself before God. | know that | have nofeetion in my best things, much less in my worgll T
me, my friend; was there not something amiss irr gpirit? Was there not a shortcoming in the humili
ty with which you worshipped; or in the zeal witthish you served; or in the faith with which you
prayed? Was there not somewhat of omission, eveatifing of commission? Could not the work have
been better done? If so, it is clear that it wasp®ofect, for had it been perfect it could haverbeo
better. Might you not have lived better than yowenaved? Might you not have been more pure, more
generous, more upright, more loving, more gentlerenfirm, more heavenly-minded, than you have
been? Then this confession shows that, to somatexteu must have fallen short, and remember, “It
shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall daleraish therein.”

Ah! | am talking very smoothly now, for | am onlguching the surface, and dealing with guess-
work, but | fear there are greater evils underneathld all be known. | think if | could read akk#rts,
there is not one here, however self-righteous hg lmea who would not have tnfess distinct acts of
sin. Still, I will keep to the smooth strain, and leeke that you are as good as you seem to be, inteed,
have a high opinion of many of you. | know how soofigrou have lived. You were amiable girls and
excellent young women, and have grown up to befwateving wives, and therefore you say, “I never
did anybody any harm, surely | may be accepted,’p@rhaps, you are quiet young men, blessed with
excellent parents, and screened from temptatioth,sanyou have never gone into open vice, but have
gained a most respectable character. | wish tleaé ttvere more like you. | am not condemning you, fa
from it, but | know that your tendency is to thitliat, because of all this, you must in yoursehesat
cepted of God. Give me your hand, and let me sgptp with tears, “It is not so, my sister; it istrso,
my brother. It must be perfect to be accepted;etimeust be no blemish in it.” This is a deathblow fo
your self-confidence, for there was a time, somg alaother in your life, in which you did wrong.
What! Have you no hasty temper? Have no quick westsaped you, which you would wish to recall?
What! Have you never murmured against God, or camet of His providence? Have you never been
slothful when you ought to have been diligent? Hgoe never been careless when you ought to have
been prayerful? Have you always spoken the truth® allie never fallen from your lips? Can you say
that your heart has never desired evil—never imeyimpurity? Remember, the thought of evil is sin,
even a wanton desire is a blemish in the life, amdinchaste imagination is a stain upon the cleract
the sight of God, though not in the sight of madhshall be perfect to be accepted.”

| verily used to think concerning myself that Isva quiet, good, hopeful lad, addicted much toread
ing, seldom in brawls, and doing nobody any hut! Dwas the outside of the cup and the plattead
seen, and when | was led by grace to look insidead astonished to see what filthiness was there.
When | heard in my heart that sentence of the tdwhall be perfect to be accepted,” | gave uphalbe
of self-righteousness, and now | hate myself faritgadoted upon such a lie as that | could be aecep
ble with God in myself.

Have you never gone to live in an old house wiictked like new? You had fresh paint, and var-
nish, and paper in superabundance, and you thguginself dwelling in one of the sweetest of places,
till, one day, it happened that a board was takgnand you saw under the floor. What a gathering of
every foul thing! You could not have lived in tHaduse at peace for a minute had you known what had
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been covered up. Rottenness had been hidden, Haddyeen doctored, and death had been decorated.
That is just like our humanity. We put on fresh @a@and varnish, and paint, and we look very respec
ble, and yet from below an abomination of the seyasr of sin comes steaming up, enough to kill every
thing that is like goodness within us, while allnmar of creeping lusts and venomous passions swarm
in the secret corners of our nature. When lustgyaret, they are still there. The best man in giace
who is not a believer in Christ would go mad ifwere to see himself as God sees him. No eye could
bear the horrible sight of the hell within the huntaeast. Yes, | mean you good people—you very, nice
amiable, lovable sort of people! You will have ® loorn again, and you will have to give up all trias
yourselves, as much as even the worst of men nougtsisurely as the chief of sinners, are unacdepte
so surely are you, for righteousness must be petidelse accepted, there must be no blemish imd, a
that is not the case with your righteousness. Yfoawkit is not.

“Well,” says one, “this is very hard doctrine.irean it to be so, for | love you too well to deeeiv
you. When a door has to be shut to save life, tisen@ use in half-shutting it. If a person maykidked
by going through it, you had better board it upbock it up. | want to brick up the dangerous dpgn
of self-confidence, for it leads to deception, gigaintment, and despair. The way to heaven by warks
only possible to a man who is absolutely perfant] none of you are in that condition. Do not prdte
to it, or you will be arrant liars. | put no finade upon it—you are not perfect, no, not one of, you
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory ofiGo

Thus, then, our text shuts out all self-righte@mssit also shuts out all priestly performances. There
is a notion among some people that the priest gate themalias the minister, for men easily in these
charitable days make even Dissenting ministerspnists. | have heard people say, “Just as | eyrglo
lawyer to attend to my temporal business, and halobother my head any more about it, so | employ
my priest or my clergyman to attend to my spiritasiness, and there is the end of it.” This i$ tak,
and ruinous to the man who indulges in it. | wkak of this priestcraft very plainly. Recolledt, shall
be perfect to be accepted,” therefore all that gleistleman does for you must be perfect. | do notnk
what it is that he does, | am sure. | never coustkenout what a priest of the Roman or Anglican orde
can be supposed to do in his highest function efrttass. | have seen him walk this way, and | have
seen him walk that way, and | have seen him tusrblck, and it has been decorated with crosses and
other embellishments, and | have seen him turtidsis, and | have seen him bow, and | have seen him
drink wine and water, and | have seen him munclergatand | have seen him perform many genuflec-
tions and prostrations, but what the performancaninehave not been able to gather. To me it seeaaned
meaningless display. | would not like to risk myikon it, for suppose that during that service Iheutd
think of something that he ought not to think upang suppose he should have no intention whatdver o
performing the mass, what then becomes of thosetwist in him and it? Everything, you know, de-
pends upon the intention of the priest. If a goatntion is not there, according to the dictatefisf
own church, it is all good for nothing, so that ysouls all hang upon the intention of a poor naonta
certain dress. Perhaps he has not after all bgbtlyrianointed, and is not in the apostolic sudoess
Perhaps there is no apostolic succession! Perhapsan himself is living in mortal sin! Ah, me! Triee
are many dangers about your confidence. Are yonggtm hang your soul on that man’s orders or dis-
orders? Mine is too heavy to hang upon so slend&iladriven into such rotten wood. If you have a
soul big enough to think, you will feel, “No, ndiere cannot be sufficient ground of dependenchean t
best pontiff that ever officiated at an altar. Geduires of me, myself, that | bring to Him a petfeac-
rifice, and it is all a device of my folly that hsuld try and get a sponsor, and lay this burdehiom It
cannot be done. | have to stand before the judgebsnof God in my own person, to be tried for the
sins that | have done in the body, and | must maet/e myself with the idea that another man’s per-
formance of ceremonies can clear me at the judgeseat of Christ. This man cannot bring a perfect
sacrifice for me, and it must be perfect to be ptamk” O sirs, do not be deluded by priestcraft sac
ramentarianism, whether the priest is of the schb®ome, or of Oxford, you must believe in the d.or
Jesus for yourselves, or you will be lost forever!

This text makes a clean sweep of all other kinds of human confidences. Some are deceived in this
way, “Well,” they say, “I do not trust in my workbut | am a religious person, and | attend theasacr
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ment, and | go to my place of worship pretty regyld feel that | must certainly be right. | hafagth in
Jesus Christ and in myself.” In various ways mearsttompose an image whose feet are part of iron and
part of clay. With that kind of mingle-mangle, mamyconsciously are contenting themselves. But hear
this word, “It shall be perfect to be acceptedyeéhghall be no blemish therein.” If we trust Chasid
nothing else, that will be perfect, but if you dresting Christ up to fifteen ounces in the pouandd
yourself for the last ounce of the sixteen, yod bd a lost man, for that last ounce is an oundenpér-
fection, and therefore you cannot be accepted of Go

There are some others who say, “I have suffergeat deal, and that will make amends.” There is a
current idea among men, that all will go well wigbor people, and hard-working people, because they
have had their bad times here. When a man has lued) dlness, and suffered a great deal in thghos
tal, his friends say, “Poor soul, he has gone wheres better off!” They feel sure of it, becaugehas
suffered so much. Ah, me! But “It shall be perfexbe accepted,” and what is there perfect in admum
life, even if it is checkered with suffering, potygerand want? Ah, no! Poverty does not work pertegt
sickness does not make perfection. My text staikésa cherub, waving a fiery sword before the gates
of Paradise, shutting out all fancies and notiofsyhich | will not now speak particularly, by thisead
sentence, “It shall be perfect to be acceptedgetbball be no blemish therein.”

Il. This brings me to note, with great delight of hetrat, as this rule shuts out all other confidenc-
es, SO THIS RULE SHUTS US UP TO THE SACRIFICE OBSUES CHRIST. O beloved, if | had the
tongues of men and of angels, | could never filiyou of Him who offered Himself without spot ant
God, for He is absolutely perfect, there is no bémnin Him!

He is perfect in Hiswature as God and man. No stain defiled His birth; ndytimin touched His
body or His soul. The prince of this world himselith keenest eyes, came and searched the Sauior, b
he found nothing in Him. “In all points tempteddilas we are, yet without sin.” There was not the po
sibility of sinning about the Savior—no tendencgttivay, no desire that way. Nothing that could be
construed into evil ever came upon His character. i@rfect sacrifice is without spot, or wrinkle, o
any such thing.

As He was perfect in His nature, so was He inrhbsve. What brought Him from above but love to
God and man? You can find no trace of ambition misE Jesus. In Him there is no thought of self. No
sinister or sordid motive ever lingered in His tste@r even crossed His mind. He was purity and hol
ness in the highest degree. Even His enemies hathéng to allege against the purity of the motiye o
Jesus of Nazareth.

As His nature was perfect, so was Epgit. He was never sinfully angry, nor harsh, nor ugtmor
idle. The air of His soul was the atmosphere ofvkaaather than of earth.

Look at Hislife of obedience, and see how perfect that was. Which commandmehtei ever
break? Which duty of relationship did He ever faPgele honored the law of God, and loved the souls
of men. He gave the character of God perfect refledn His human life. You can see what God is as
you see what Christ is. He is perfect, even asHdiber who is in heaven is perfect. There is named
dancy, or excess, or superfluity in His charaateen as there is no coming short in any point.

Look at the perfection dflis sacrifice. He gave His body to be tortured, and His minddarushed
and broken, even unto the death agony. He gavedfifias us a perfect sacrifice. All that the lawudd
ask was in Him. Stretch the measure to its utnagjth, and still Christ goes beyond, rather thdls fa
short of the measure of the requirements of juskieehas given to His Father double for all ousside
has given Him suffering for sin committed, and gqterfect obedience to the law. The Lord God id wel
pleased with Him, He rests in the Son of His laugg for His sake He smiles upon multitudes of sisne
who are represented in Him. My heart rejoices tnk of Gethsemane, and Calvary, and of Him who
by one offering has perfectly sanctified all whd their trust in Him. “It is finished,” He said, drfin-
ished it is forever. Our Lord has presented a pedacrifice. “It shall be perfect to be accepteahd it
is perfect. “There shall be no blemish thereind éimere is no blemish in it. Glory be to God Moggli

Now, | want you just to let me stop preachingjtasere, while every man among you brings this
sacrifice to God. By faith take it to be yours. Yoay. Christ belongs to every believer. If you trus
Him, He is yours. Poor guilty soul, as you are, thike you have been a Christian fifty years or ten
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years, or whether you are just now converted, if pelieve, you may now come with Christ in your
hand, and say to the Father, “O my Lord, You hawwided for me what Your law requires—a perfect
sacrifice, there is no blemish in it. Behold, Irgriit unto You as mine!” God is satisfied. What!j&od

is satisfied! The Father is well pleased! He hasedhChrist from the dead, and set Him at His owyhtr
hand in the heavenly places in token of that satigin. Let us be satisfied too. That which corgent
God may well content me. My soul, when your eyesfal of tears on account of your sin, and your
heart is disquieted on account of your infirmiteesd imperfections, look right away from yourselb “t
the full atonement made, to the utmost ransom paltk offering of Jesus is perfect and accepted Th
righteousness of your Lord Jesus is without blepasid you are “accepted in the Beloved.”

That delightful passage in Exodus came flashingoumy mind just now, where the Israelite sprin-
kled the blood on the lintel and the two side posten he shut the dodile was inside: he did not see
the blood any more. The blood was outside uporptiss, and he could not see it himself, but was he
safe? Yes, because it is written, “Whesek the blood, Wwill pass over you.” It is God’s sight of the
blood of His dear Son that is the everlasting s#ded) of all who are in Christ. Though it is mosg{pr
cious and sweet to me to look at that blood oneel $br many for the remission of sins, and | d&lab
it, yet if ever there should come a dark night ®imwhich | cannot see it, still God will seeahd | am
safe. | am saved, because it is written, not “wy@nsee it,” but “wher see the blood | will pass over
you.” It is the perfection of the sacrifice, notwqoerfection of sight, which is your safeguardisithe
absence of all blemish from the sacrifice—not thsemce of blemish from your faith—that makes you
“accepted in the Beloved.”

Well, now, as is too often the case, | have rurs@much upon the first points that | have not time
enough for much more, but | was going to finishbypsaying that | address myself for a minute or two
to Christians only. Listen, you that follow afteghiteousness, you that know the Lord! You are saved
You have not, therefore, to bring any sacrificenay of a sin offering, but you have to bring saces
of thanksgiving. It is your reasonable service §y@i offer your bodies a living sacrifice unto Gaf.
you do this you cannot bring an absolutely pergaatrifice, but you must labor to let it be perfect
what is often the Biblical sense of perfection.

Beloved brethren, you must take care that whathyng is not blind, for the blind were not to be
offered. You must serve God with a single eye ®dlory of God. If you attend a prayer meeting, or
teach a class, or preach a sermon, you must nittvdth a view to your own selves in any way, or it
cannot be accepted. The sacrifice must see, it beusttelligent, reasonable service, having fooits
jective the glory of God. It must in that sensepkefect to be accepted.

And as it must not be blind, so it must not bekbro Whenever we serve God, we must do it with
the whole of our being, for if we try to serve Gedh a bit of our nature, and leave the rest uneens
crated, we shall not be accepted. Certain profege@fer one class of Christian duties, and theyece
others, this must not be. Christ gave “Himself” ymu, and you must give your whole self to Him. To
be acceptable the life must be entire; there mastdmplete consecration of every faculty. How is it
with you? Have you brought to the Lord a dividedrdgie? If so, He claims the whole.

Next, they were not to bring a maimed sacrifitgttis, one without its limbs. Some people give
grudgingly, that is to say, they come up to thdemtion box with a limp. Many serve Christ with eob
ken arm. The holy work is done, but it is painfudligd slowly done. Among the heathen, | believey the
never offered in sacrifice to the gods a calf thad to be carried. The reason was that they carside
that the sacrifice ought to be willing to be ofi@rand so it must be able to walk up to the aNmtice
in the Old Testament, though there were many crestooth birds and beasts, that were offered tqg God
they never offered any fish on the holy altar. Teason probably is that a fish could not come there
alive. Its life would be spent before it came te #Hitar, and therefore it could not render a liieouGod.
Take care that you bring your bodies a living dexe&i | notice that many men are all alive whenythe
are in the shop. The way they talk; the way thdliaa to the men, and the way they bustle everybod
about, are conclusive evidence that their lifebsralant. But when they get into the church of God,
what a difference! There may be life somewheretbem but nobody knows where it is. You have to
look for it with a microscope. You see no activityy energy. Oh, that these people would remembter, “
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shall be perfect to be accepted!” That is to dagrd must be energy put into it, soul put intdi@art put
into it, or God will not accept it. We must notigi Him the mere chrysalis of a man, out of which th
life has gone, but we must bring before Him ouimliy unmaimed selves if we would be acceptable be-
fore Him.

It is then added, “or having a cyst.” It does tamk as though it would hurt the sacrifice much to
have a cyst, yet there must not be a cyst, or gpatyinkle, or any such thing. Above all, avoicthbig
cyst of pride. When we feel that we are doing andrthing, and are acting in a most satisfactory-man
ner, we may know that we are not accepted. A senvept over is more acceptable with God than one
gloried over. That which is given to God with alsigecause you cannot do more, and with the humble
hope that he may accept it for Christ’'s sake, fmitely superior to that which is bestowed witheth
proud consciousness that you deserve well of yellowt men, if not of your God.

The sacrifice was not to be scabbed, or to haestirvy. That is to say, it was to be without any
sort of outward fault. | have heard men say, “Itrige | did not do that thing well, but my heartsva
right.” That may be, my dear brother, but you mugtand make the whole matter as good as it can be.
What a deal of scabbed service our Lord gets! Mgtotbe benevolent to their fellow creatures vath
irritable temper. Certain people try to serve Gall write stinging letters to promote brotherlydov
and dogmatic epistles in favor of large-mindedn@s® many render to the Lord hurried, thoughtless
worship, and many more give for offerings their Best coins, and such things as they will neversmis
God has many a scurvy sheep brought before Him.ybidnever bring any, my brother? Did | never
bring any? Ah, me! Ah, me! But still, let us mendravays, and since the Lord Jesus offered Himself
without spot, let us try to serve Him with our utsh@are. The best of the best should be givenedo th
Best of the best. We sometimes sing—

“All that | am, and all | have,
Shall be forever Yours.”

Oh, that we practiced it as well as sang it! WaBke that the best of our lives, the best hoursef t
morning, the best skill of our hands, the best ¢fims of our minds, the very cream of our being,ever
given to our God! But, alas! Christ’'s cause is senind to the back door to get the broken meat, and
“Mind you do not leave too much meat on the bomethe kind of instruction that is given to her who
hands it out. Christ Jesus is sent to the dung feeadpe odds and ends. Cheese parings, and cande
are given to the Missionary Society. Perhaps tatestent is too liberal; it would be well if they ree
Three-pennies and four-pennies are gracious gota struggling tradesmen and poor work people, but
they are hardly decent when sent in by folk whangpeundreds of pounds upon their own pleasure. To
God’s altar we ought to bring the best bullock fridme stall, and the best sheep from the fold. vdea
you to yourselves to judge whether it is not sgolfi are not over head and ears in debt to theynwdrc
God in Christ, then it is not so, but if you ardoties to divine mercy beyond all compute, you shatth
one reckon up for himsel—*How much owe you unto bayd?” If it is a debt you can never calculate,
then give the Lord, from this day forth the fullsesf your being. May God grant that you and your of
ferings may be accepted in Christ Jesus! Amen areha
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