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“Let your conversation be without covetousness; dmel content with such things
as you have: for He has said, | will never leaveuymor forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5.

THE apostle warns us against a tendency very ddtuar race. “Let your conversation be without
covetousness.” | am afraid that the precept is evere needed now than in the days of the apostée. W
are still more sharp and keen in competition, arh nm trade are even more anxious to accumulate
money than they were in apostolic times. It is ey for a man to keep his heart clear of covetssn
or his hands clean from moral bribes. There inguar stickiness about gold and silver. They have
great tendency to birdlime our souls, and hold tli&sh, so that they cannot rise superior to thelui
ence. The Revised Version reads our text, “Be yee from the love of money,” and it puts in the mar
gin, “Let your turn of mind be free from the lovémoney.” May we all enjoy that freedom, and may
our turn of mind lead us to seek better things tha@miser is able to hoard!

There is a laudable pursuit of gain, without whimksiness would not be properly carried on, but
there is a line, scarcely as broad as a razor’'s,dmgjween diligence in business and greedineggafor
We can so easily pass from the one into the othat,we may hardly be aware of it ourselves. When a
man is increasing his investments, when he is extgnhis agencies, when he is enlarging his ware-
house, when he is employing a larger number ofgmsrshan formerly, or even when he is bemoaning
the depression of his trade, and his heart is gch@tause he has to do only half as much busirsess a
before, covetousness may insinuate itself intodoisversation. It is a snake which can enter at the
smallest hole. It lurks in the grass where it isgiobut it glides also where the pasture is bdrmay
come in, either in prosperity or in adversity, ahés needful to whisper in the ear of each beligve
whether going up or down in the world, “Let youmgersation—your daily conduct—be without cov-
etousness.” Any brother here—and it is to the lbegthmainly that the temptation comes, | think—any
brother here may have present need of such a vgpasrthis, and if he does not need it just now, he
may lay it by till he does, for it will keep. Yettlme not restrict the text or the sermon to thersme
of the house, the sisters may fall into a like t&atipn, in the saving, as their husbands in thérggt
You godly matrons, you industrious Marthas, “Letiyoonversation be without covetousness.”

The apostle here hints at what is the real curedgetousness, namely, contentment. This is a rare
drug in the market. The words of the apostle mgka golden sentence—"Be content with such things
as you have.”

It is supposed by most persons that they coulcobéent if they were not exactly what they are, and
where they are, but the precept exhorts them twoheent with their present circumstances. If thag b
little more they would be satisfied, but that ig thee contentment to which we are exhorted. Itrigten,

“Be content with such things as you have.” If Gas Imultiplied your possessions, you ought the more
readily to be content with such things as you h#veugh | am not sure you will be, for there isa#tis
ness in the water which comes out of wells dughieyRhilistines, so that he who drinks from themllsha
thirst again. | once thought that a million woultisfy any mortal man, but | have been assurednay o
who has considerable experience in that directian he who has one million is unable to see any rea
son why he should not have two or ten. Howeveray et that pass, for millions or thousands are not
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likely to tempt the most of us who are here assethbf you have little possessions, yet still heer
voice of wisdom, which says, “Be content with sulings as you have.” You now have a measure of
trouble by reason of the limited capacity of yougans; you might have more trouble with the breadth
of your means, if you had all you would like to kalt may not be quite easy to travel when your gar
ments are too short, but it is much harder to keem from dragging in the mire when they are very
long. Though a single staff is such a convenieheaéa traveler without one may sigh for it, yetoazeh
staffs would be a load, which would make the buedeman prefer rather to have no staff at all tloan t
have so many to carry. | believe that it is an ativge to have wealth when wealth is kept in itbtrig
place, but the difficulty is that the horse oftems away with the rider, and he who has wealthoften
loses his liberty, and falls into sore bondagebbgoming the slave of his own possessions. “Beetdnt
with such things as you have.” After all, contentindrinks the cream of life. So far as earthly gsin
are concerned, he is the happiest, no; he is thesi man, who is content with such things as lse ha
The ripest apple in the garden grows on the tremonfentment. The garments which fit us best age th
most fit for us, and are the most comfortable weigr who is where he should be, and where he would
be, has no cause to envy Solomon in all his gldeythat lives in the Valley of Humiliation, amorget
fragrant flowers and the sweet-voiced birds, amkdoup to heaven for his treasure, and to God ifr h
home, he is the happiest of mortal men. God teadmow to shun the vice of covetousness by cultivat-
ing the virtue of contentment! May the sweet flowhoke the ill weed! “Let your conversation be with
out covetousness; and be content with such thisgea have.”

| asked a question, some years ago, of a persomwlbelieved to be one of the most covetous in-
dividuals in my acquaintance, and | received from k singular reply. | said, “How was it that St.
Francis de Sales, who was an eminent confessaham persons went in the Romish church to confess
their sins, found that persons confessed to hinprivate, all sorts of horrible sins, such as ashyit
drunkenness, and murder, but never had one pemdessed the sin of covetousness?” | asked this
friend whether he could tell me why it was, andgage me this answer, which certainly did take me ra
ther aback. He said, “I suppose it is becauseithes so extremely rare.” Blind soul! | told himat) on
the other hand, | feared the sin was so very comttmainpeople did not know when they were covetous,
and that the man who was most covetous of all wadast person to suspect himself of it. | feel per
suaded that it is so. Covetousness breeds insktysibithe heart, a mortification in the consciena
blindness in the mind. It is as hard to convictanrof it as to make a deaf ear hear of its owncohafi
cies. You cannot make a horseleech see the imptgpf desiring to suck; to all your expostulations
renders the one answer, “Give, give.” Covetousgess about in disguise. In the “Holy War” we read
that, when Diabolus sent traitors to lurk abouttthen of Mansoul, he sent among the rest a youhg fe
low named Covetousness, but when he entered iattotlin of Mansoul, he took the name of Mr. Pru-
dent Thrifty, and he was engaged at once as argeihaink it was in the house of Mr. Conscienttes
Recorder. He seemed such a likely young man, thughyof the name of Prudent Thrifty. Now, mind
you, friends, when you are taking a servant, tl@at gilo not engage one with the name of Prudent
Thrifty, for | have information that he comes oktfamily of the Greedies, and that his true name is
“Covetousness,” though it may be long before yod fit out. His near relations are the Screws, the
Skinflints, and the Grab-alls, but he will not oetrem, but always mentions his great-uncle, Squive P
dence, and his mother’s brother, Professor Econoimiyie University of Accumulation. You will have
need to carry your eyes in your head if you meapraxtice the precept, “Let your conversation be
without covetousness; and be content with suclgghas you have.”

| am exceedingly glad that the Apostle Paul hatlwiidn certain covetous Hebrews. This epistle was
written by a Hebrew of the Hebrews, to the Hebreamsl Hebrews, from Jacob downwards, were never
quite free from this sin. They are not so todagm glad he met with some of them, because, in givin
an exhortation to them, he let drop one of the adsiipearls in all the treasury of God’s Word, arpe
which Gentiles will prize as much as their brethtlea Jews. Here it is—“For He has said, | will neve
leave you, nor forsake you.” This is the reason wieymust not be covetous. There is no room to be
covetous, no excuse for being covetous, for Godshak “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.'eW
ought to be content. If we are not content, weaateng insanely, seeing the Lord has said, “I| wdler
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leave you, nor forsake you.” If we have God’s presge God’s help, God’s covenant favor, God’s gra-
cious providence; God’s covenant engagements fogood, what can we want more?

|. The first observation | am going to make upon thast weighty text is this, THAT A WORD OF
THE LORD IS OF GREAT WEIGHT TO A BELIEVER. Paul shi“Let your conversation be without
covetousness,” and there was weight in that. He@dtBe content with such things as you have,” and
there was weight in that also, for there was iradfmn at the back of each sentence. But when hé wen
on to say, “FOR HE HAS SAID,” and to bring in therponality of God as distinctly speaking to each
one of us, saying, “I will never leave you, nordake you,” then he felt that he had brought theyltei
est argument that he himself, as an inspired mandadhink of. When Jehovah Himself speaks, there i
no excuse for doubting, questioning, or answeriggira When God Himself deals with our souls, we
are like wax under the seal, at least, we desibetso.

| want you, my hearer, to discern whose child goal by this. | observe, growing up everywhere, a
trifling with the Word of God, a questioning of shiand a questioning of that. | am not half so much
concerned about the false doctrine that is beinghta when the teacher of it thinks he gets it friim
Bible, as | am when | find men treating the Bibgetlaough it were just nothing at all, or, at least,ex-
ceedingly small matter. If the Scripture standtheir way, our modern divines drive a tunnel thioitg
as readily as men make a railroad through a hilkeyTtoss the sacred Book on one side, as if it were
quite a common document which might be treated withfference, since the age has outgrown its Bi-
ble. Now, mark this; by this shall you know whetlyeu are a child of God, or not; by the respect tha
you have to your Father's Word. If you have smedipect for that Word, the evidences of a bastad ar
upon you.

If you tremble at God’s Word, if you stand in awfit, if you can read the one hundred and nine-
teenth Psalm through, and can join with David iemse delight in the Law of God, you have the grait
of a true-born child of God, and the Book is yowvgh all that it contains, but if not, you are ookthe
children of that evil one who questioned the Wakrthe Lord in the beginning, and continues to diény
to this day. If you pick and choose in the teachiafjinspiration, if you believe this, and slighat, you
make yourself a judge of that which is your Judge] you have not the tokens of a child of God. See
well to this, for there is more in this test thankdplers will allow. That which they lightly esteempre-
cious in the sight of the Lord. If you are a cholidGod, you may find it needful to protest agawwsit |
say on my own authority, for what am | but a po@ature like yourself? If you are a child of Goduy
may have to stand out against even that which gsted doctrine among renowned divines, for we
know no human authority in the church of Gad if you are a child of God, a single text wié b
enough for youl set a solitary passage of God’s Word agairSaahedrim of philosophers. They may
argue and dogmatize as they will, but one Word ftabeymouth of the Lord has more weight than all
their counsels. If God’s light and God’s Word ace im them, we need not pay regard to them. Even th
babe in grace shall triumph, by the aid of God’srily@ver the most learned and mighty of those who
despise the Book. The day is coming when all tmedern thought” will pass away like the leaves in
autumn. How soon shall the white frost of scieatififidelity pass from off the face of the Lord’'segn
pastures! O Jerusalem, those who invade you sbaklihe foam upon the waters! Where is the scribe?
Where are the counters of the towers? God has matieng of the great ones, and made foolishness of
the wisdom of this world. By this shall you knowetbhildren of God—one Word of God has weight
and authority with them, but the seed of the sdrpgihsay, “Yes, has God said?”

See then the argument, “Let your conversation ltleowt covetousness; and be content with such
things as you have: fote has said."That“He has said” is the hammer which drives the nail home, and
clinches it, with every true child of God.

Il. My second observation is this; THE WORD OF THE LORMAY HAVE A THOUSAND
FULFILMENTS.

When man makes a promise, and he keeps it, tbhatipe is done with. You cannot expect a banker
to pay a check a second time. The merchant whordahts his bill once has met it once and for ail, a
the document is from that time of no value. But witgod makes a promise He fulfils it, fulfils it,c&n
fulfils it, again, and again, and again, to the eanan, and to hundreds of other men. The Lord’ spro
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ise once given is never recalled. He does as geagive forth each inspired promise every moment
anew; He is forever promising that which is oncenpised in His Word. He has made a promise for all
time when He has once made it. So long as thelelshaeed of such a promise, God will never speak
in secret, in a dark place of the earth, and revakat He has said—

“Engraved as in eternal brass

The mighty promise shines;

Nor can the powers of darkness erase

Those everlasting lines”

Now, | do not think this particular promise is reded anywhere in the Old Testament in these exact
words. There are great differences between the aédeland the Septuagint, and this particular Greek
text, “He has said, | will never leave you, norsiake you,” is not to be found with exact accuracegit
ther. | suspect that this is, in fact, a houseladd of the Lord our God, which, though you fine tike
of it in Scripture, needs not to have been expyegsiorded there, because essentially, and fromehe
nature of things, it must be true of Jehovah oud.Gte, who is the God of grace and of immutable)ov
has virtually said, by His very nature, to thosattbeek His face, “I will never leave you, nor fike
you.” All that we know about God says, “I will neeave you, nor forsake you.” All that we have reve
experienced about God, all that our fathers haye®anced, goes to show that Jehovah does not for-
sake His people, nor cast away those whom He dekifow.

Still, this promise is in the Word of God—if nat the letter of it exactly, yet in the full meaniagd
spirit of it, which is more. For instance, we meh this promise, probably, first of all, when dadell
asleep, after he had left his father’'s house, a loan, to go off to a land which he had never s€en.
will remember, in the twenty-eighth chapter@énesishow it was recorded that Jacob lay down in a
certain place which would seem to have been ayonayged den, and as he lay and slept, he dreamed
dream, and beheld a wondrous ladder set upon ttig &z top of which reached to heaven, and behold
the angels of God ascended and descended on it.iThas that the Lord said to him, “I am with you
and will keep you in all places where you go, anllilwving you again into this land, for | will ndéave
you until I have done that which | have spokenda pf.” That is a blessed shape of the promisé, is
not?—"l will not leave you until | have done thahiwh | have spoken to you of.” That assurance
meant—I will bless you, and | will bless your futuseed. | will give you all the blessedness whiah y
are able to receive at My hands, and | will not/éegou till | have fulfilled with you the covenant
which you are the heir. So the Lord, in effect,ssayeach believer at this hour, “I will not leayeu till
| have done that which | have spoken to you ofI'tAé processes of grace shall be carried outch ea
humble, trustful soul. Our heavenly Father may barti to say to each one of us by the Holy Spirit—"
have washed you from your sin in the precious blafo@hrist; | will also deliver you from the staithe
power, and the indwelling of sin. | will perfectwypol will lead every thought captive to My lovehave
already made you to be a partaker of My grace ,yandshall surely be a partaker of My glory.”

Come, child of God, is not that a blessed prorasdacob received it? “Alas!” you say, “I do not
know how to get a similar hold upon the promiself, #hat is the point! But there is a Word of thed.o
in that vision which | should greatly like you totice. The Lord said to Jacob, “I am the Lord Géd o
Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: the lahdreon you lie, to you will I give it, and to you
seed.” Brother, if you can lie down on a promises tord has given it to you. There Jacob lies. He
stretches himself out at full length, and withka#l weight, in all his weariness, he lies down gods to
sleep, and by that act he takes possession oatlitewhere he lies. What a sweet and sure mode of in
heriting promises, namely, by resting on them! Behle promise, and just say, “I believe this tale
sure and true word of the Lord. I will gladly li@wn on it.” Let your faith be serenely confidentda
then the promise rested on is yours. If you cadden upon a promise it is yours. Oh, for faitherihto
stretch ourselves upon the blessed Word of ouratetttis moment! He has said, “I will never leaay
nor forsake you.” Let us each one say, O my Gath believe this to be true, and | hereby venture my
body, soul, and spirit upon this promise! For tiamel for eternity | trust my all with You.

Furthermore, our text occurs in the Book @éuteronomyWe find Moses delivering this same
Word, or one even more nearly like it than the Genedition, to the whole house of Israel, jusobef
they were about to cross into the land of Canaamake possession of their inheritance. In theythir
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first of Deuteronomy, at the sixth verse, Mosesl 4aithe people, “Be strong and of a good courage,
fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord y@od, He it is that does go with you; He will notl fa
you, nor forsake you.” When God’s people are bagmma long and fierce warfare, and when their en-
emies seem like giants in their sight, let thenrsiia their swords upon this assurance, “He has baid
will not fail you, nor forsake you.” Go on, themough you seem as grasshoppers in the sight of your
foes, and in your own sight. Though there is veycimland to be possessed, yet plunge into the war
without fear, for “He has said, | will not fail ypaor forsake you.” We are able to overcome thedyor
the flesh, and the devil, since the Lord our Golll @ with us as our strength and our song, ourrdwo
and our shield.

In this same chapter of Deuteronomy you get timeestext given taJoshua,who was the leader of
the host, as also in the first chapter of the Bobloshua, at the fifth verse, where the Lord esglye
tells him, “I will not fail you, nor forsake you.If you, my brother, are called to be a leader among
God'’s people, your heart, | know, will sometimeswrvery heavy. In the midst of my own band of
worthies | am often sore put to it, and you willthe same. You may meet defeats where you hoped for
victories, and faint hearts where you looked famles, but the Lord, who calls you to play the [édrd
Joshua among His people, will be Jesus to yowufare Joshua for Him, He will stand at your sigde a
the Captain of the Lord’s host, and you shall suweh the victory.

This is the same Word which was afterwards spdkeDavid in his grey old age, when he was
about to resign the scepter to his son Solomoronsah had to build a great and exceedingly magnifi-
cent house for the Lord, and it was no small emigdor so young a man, and therefore David, & th
first Book of theChronicles,at the twenty-eighth chapter, and the twentietise/esays to him, “Be
strong and of good courage, and do it: fear nat,b@dismayed: for the Lord, even my God, will be
with you; He will not fail you, nor forsake you, tiinyou have finished all the work for the servigithe
house of the Lord.” Beloved, God was with Solomohis colossal enterprise. He did build the temple.
Whatever treasure was needed came in due time.eWéraart and skill were required—and the temple
needed skill of a very unusual order for that eadg of the world—yet everything was forthcoming.
Tyre and Sidon yielded themselves as the servdmiseoGod of the Hebrews for the building of the
house. To the astonishment of the age, the gremtléewas built, and became the glory of all larids,
the Lord did not fail His servant.

You see, then, we have found four cases in whichgromise was fulfilled. It held good after itcha
been already carried out. Do you, my Brother, legug father's house as a young man? Are you about
to enter upon a very perilous course of life thdt e set thick with trials, like the life of Jalsawith
Laban? “Fear not, for God will not fail you, norgake you.” On the other hand, are you as a cliild o
God fighting with inward sin, because the Canaaisitstill in the land? Is the inward spiritual batt
very severe just now? Yet, “He has said, | will @eleave you, nor forsake you.” Or, are you respons
ble for others? Are you called to watch for soals] to lead others to the conflict? Be not castrdoor
disquieted, as you will be very apt to be if yookdo yourself, for this is an office involving sotrav-
ail. Find your strength in this word—"“He has sdidyill never leave you, nor forsake you.” Is it tha
God has put into your hands some great work tooddifs name? Is your whole life to be as a temple,
adorned with the riches of faith, and the gloriebape and love? Fear not, you shall finish yosigie
You shall make a temple for God to dwell in. Godbplon in the matter to which God has called you.
Go to the quarries, or to the gold mines, and d&ag bids you, for “He has said, | will never leave
you, nor forsake you.”

So you see the promise is in many ways fulfilledave seen a check for a million pounds. | have
seen only one in my life. | handled it. It is o thall of a friend’s house now, framed and glazed,it
is worth nothing as money. | suppose the millionnmts were paid, the check is so marked. It is of no
use to anyone. If a thief were to get in and gtedlwould be of no use to him. But God’s pronssse
always useful; you may receive them, and still nec¢hem, over and over again. They stand forever
true, and they are true this night to you and to Ifnthe world shall last ten thousand years, bhege it
may not, yet the promise will remain as a naildast in a sure place—"I will never leave you, rar f
sake you.”
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Thus have we had two observations; and | will moake a third with great brevity.

lll. The WORD OF THE LORD IS TO BE APPROPRIATED BY EACEHILD OF GOD, AND
ACTED ON. “He has said, | will never leave you, iorsake you.”

| like this singularity of the person. You see Paad been saying in general, “Lyaiur conversation
be without covetousness; and be content with shiclys asyou have.” And then he changes from the
plural and writes, “for He has said, | will nevealeyou, nor forsakeyou.” When the Lord speaks in
this instance, His promise is in the singular. ldgssnot “your” plural and “you” plural; but “you'irs
gular. He speaks to us with that—I do not know wioatall it unless | use a French word—sweet
toiage,which is the language of endearment, the choseecspof love. When one man speaks to anoth-
er, and means him to know that his promise is agdyiiand altogether for him, and that he is mosgt lo
ingly his friend, he cannot do better than usesihgular and personal pronoun. “I will never legeoei,
nor forsakeyou.”

Take the “you” plural out of all God’s promisesdaput the “you” singular into its place, for yorea
permitted to do so. We make fearful failures witbd® promises through not appropriating them. |
have heard of a Sunday school teacher who perfoaneskperiment which | do not thinkshall ever
try with Sunday school children, for it might tuoat exactly as it did in his case. He had beemdyyo
illustrate what faith was, and as he could notitgeito the minds of his children, he took his watend
he said, “Now, | will give you this watch, John. M§iou have it?” John fell thinking what the teache
could mean, and did not seize the treasure. Hetsditk next, “Henry, there is the watch. Will yioave
it?” The boy replied, “No, thank you, sir,” withveery proper modesty. He went by several boys,dill,
last a youngster who was not as wise or thoughsguhe others, but rather more believing, saidatikh
you, sir,” and put the watch into his pocket. Thiea other boys woke up to a startling fact; theime
panion had received a watch, and they had not.dtige boys inquired of the teacher, “Is he to keep
it?” “Of course he is,” said the teacher, “I puetivatch before you, and said that | gave it to yau,
none of you accepted it.” “Oh,” said the boy, “iidd known you meant it, | would have taken it."dAn
all the boys were in a dreadful state of mind tokhhat they had lost the watch. Each one criédid
not think you meant itput | thought,”each one said, “Please, teacher, | thought.” Baehhad his the-
ory except the simple little boy who believed whatwas told, and got the watch! Now, | wish that |
could always be such a simple child as literalljp&dieve what the Lord says, and live by that lelie
The apostle drives us to such practical faith whersays, “Let your conversation be without covetous
ness; and be content with such things as you Havéie has said, | will never leave you, nor forsak
you.”

You smiled just now. | do not think that there veaxy harm in your doing so, but | will tell you wtha
we must not smile at, and that is, | believe thaémut of ten of you do not believe that God had 0
you, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” Yahink you do, but you do not. You also have got
some most powerful reason why you dare not takeviiteh—I mean the promise. You are so wise that
you feel that you cannot expect the Lord to interfi@ any way for you. No, no, no; either you ao¢ n
worthy of it (which is quite correct), or else ydo not like to take things quite so literally, bete is
some other reason why you cannot literally acceptdivine assurance. There are perhaps, one or two
fools among us who have got a hold of God’s Wordi actually believe it to be a matter of fact, but
do not think that many are so simple. Those wheaare generally poor obscure persons, but | should
greatly envy them if | were not one of their numbaiith all my heart | do believe that “He will neve
leave me, nor forsake me.”

When the service is over, | know who will go awaiyh dancing feet, and sparkling eyes, to sleep
sweetly through the night, and wake tomorrow magrfnesh as the lark with a song on his tongues It i
that poor simpleton of a Christian who really bedig his God, and says, “Yes, He will never leave me
nor forsake me.” Though he has scarcely a shoestimbt, though he has scarcely a copper in higkpoc
et, and though he is brought very low, and hasvi® from hand to mouth, yet if he has grasped the
promise, he has such a wellspring of delight withim that his soul shall be satisfied in time odulyht,
and in the days of famine he shall be filled to finé Oh, to be full of that blessed folly whichetts
God as He ought to be treated, and believes whatalyle, and acts thereon, and finds it to be tdue! |
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you have a sham god, and a sham faith, and shailésy and sham experiences, why, you are yourself
a sham altogether, but he that believes in a red| @1d has such a real faith in God as a childrhas
mother, shall find God’s promises to be the veoityerities.

I\V. A further observation is this; EACH WORD OF GOD HABS OWN USEFULNESS. This
particular Word that we have before us is an ithtgin of this fact.

This particular text is an extraordinarily usebule, for, first, if you noticeit covers all time*“l will
never leave you, nor forsake you.” Well, if God Iwikverleave me, He will not leave me now. If He
will neverleave me, no time is excluded from the word “névelowever dark or however bright, it
says “never.” Suppose | am going to live till | ammety or a hundred—what then? You will call me a
poor old soul, buHe has said, “I will never leave you.” Suppose | dddoe very sick indeed, and my
reason should begin to fail? Even then “He has, $aull never leave you.” Might there not occufeav
minutes in which the Lord may forget me? Certaimdy, “for He has said, | will never leave you, nor
forsake you.” Is not this a blessed cover for thwle of life, and all the exigencies of it? It neaft not
how long we live, we cannot outlive—*“| will nevezdve you.” You that are familiar with the Greekttex
know that there are five negatives here. We canmatage five negatives in English, but the Greeks
find them not too large a handful. Here the negstiwave a fivefold force. It is as though it séidyill
not, not leave you; | will never, no never, forsagkel.” Perhaps a verse of one of our hymns hiff ias
nearly as can be—

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”

Our textcovers all spaceas well as all time. Suppose we emigrate. Suppasare compelled to go
to a backwoods settlement of America or Canadaway to Australia or New Zealand, this promise
will go with us all the way—"I will never leave yomor forsake you.” Suppose we have to take to sea,
and lead the risky life of a sailor; we will sailttwthis at the masthead—*1 will never leave yoBuit
suppose we should get into prison. Does not Jesitstivose who are prisoners for His name’s sake?
Has He not said, “I will never leave you?” Suppagego up in the world, and fall under great respons
bilities, this goes up with us, “I will never leayeu.” Suppose, more likely, we go down in the dorl
this goes down with us, “I will never leave youy horsake you.”

And thenit covers all circumstances! will never leave you.” | may get to be a vetkildish old
body. “I will never leave you.” But my dear childrenay all be dead, and | may be quite a solitary pe
son. “I will never leave you.” But every friend mayrn tail, and desert me. “I will never leave you.
But | may be in such a state that nobody will owa fih will never leave you, nor forsake you.”

| find the first Greek word has something of thisaning, “I will never sit loose by you,” or “I Wil
never relax.” That is the root of the word. | wikkver let you slip. | will never let you go, aswere,
from Me though holding you loosely.

The other word has in it something of the idea gferson remaining in a spot and another person
going away from him, and so forsaking him. The Lee®ms to say, “I will never leave you where |
cannot be with you. | will never let you stand aohwill always be with you.”

This is a blessed, blessed promise. You seeattalall contingencieshowever serious. It takes in
all anticipations,however doleful. It takes iall suppositionsand it includesll actualities “I will nev-
er leave you, nor forsake you.” Oh, dear! We somesi sit down, and imagine all manner of dreadful,
sorrowful things. | will not repeat what things dve said to myself, for | do not want you to knoswh
foolish | sometimes am. But | have heard persomsdaging themselves like this, “Perhaps | may lose
my job. | may not get another. | may starve.” Witinen comes of, “I will never leave you, nor forsake
you?” Another says, “I fear | shall live to be vesig. | do not know how | shall be supported. llEgat
into the workhouse, and have to be buried by thisipal cannot bear to think of it.” Friend, do yoat
after all believe the Word, “I will never leave yawr forsake you™?

I will tell you this morsel of my own faults; sotmaes | have said, “I suffer so much. | become so
ill. I shall be so long away from the TabernacleeTongregation will be greatly injured. Perhaphkdll
never be able to preach again.” | have struggletthisopulpit when | could hardly stand, and whea th
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service was over, and | have been weary, the wigk@adper has come, “Yes, | shall soon be useless. |
shall have to stay in my bed, or be wheeled aboatchair, and be a burden instead of a help.” hass
seemed a dreadful prospect, but “I will never lepwe, nor forsake you,” has come in, and | haveksha
en off my fears, and have rejoiced in the Lord nodG

Suppose we were to lose our eyes, we shouldsstliGod, and God would see us. Suppose we were
to lose our hearing, we should still hear our Fasheoice. Suppose we should gradually fail in gver
faculty, the Holy Spirit would still comfort us, drbe with us. Many children of God have been very
happy in the most deplorable circumstances. Angssgwe should die. Ah, well! That is the bestghin
that can be, for then we shall go home, to be withheavenly Father forever.

| cannot under the influence of this grand temtlfroom for doubt or fear. | cannot stand herel@nd
miserable tonight. | am not going to attempt suc¢himg, but | cannot be despondent with such adext
this, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.défy the devil himself to mention circumstanceseamd
which | ought to be miserable if this text is tr@hild of God, nothing ought to make you unhappy
when you can realize this precious text.

Some of you cannot bask in this sunshiny proniige.not yours. The words are “I will nevkrave
you.” This implies that God must be with us, an#id is not with us, the promise is not ours. Yon-ca
not take home to yourself the promise, “I will nel@ave you,” if you have nothing to do with God. “
will not forsake you,” does not this also take stmrey for granted? If the Lord has never been with
you, if He has never forgiven you, if you have nmeseught His face, if you have never accepted His
mercy in Christ Jesus, why, then the promise isyoats, and you have cause for trembling rathem tha
for rejoicing! God is against you. He fits His amdo the string. He prepares His bolts against you.
Tremble, and submit yourself to Him. Oh, that yoand do so at once, and trust in Jesus, and live!

If the Lord is with you, and if you are with Hinthe promise stands forever, “I will never leave
you.” If you have trusted in Him—if you are truggiln Him—He has said, “I will never forsake you.”
Go away and rejoice, O child of God! You must h&weeibles. Where could we go to have no cares?
Unless a man could leap over the edge of the usayar fly from under this cloudy sky, how could he
escape from care? It you were to dive to the bowdnie sea, this crooked serpent would bite ybu. |
you could fly above the clouds, this eagle wouldspe you. If you were to hide in the heart of thelg
the death damp would overpower you. But with atbattrouble, with all possible trouble, with athi
possible trouble, if you bear this promise with ytuwill never leave you, nor forsake you,” you yna
sing hallelujahs both in life and in death, andwgtich music you may wing your way to the world of
bliss.

Let us begin the music now by singing right hd&gati

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 54.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—246, 243, 733, AND T HE DOXOLOGY,
WHICH CONCLUDED THE SERMON.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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