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“And the inhabitant shall not say, | am sick: thegmple that
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.”
Isaiah 33:24.

THIS whole chapter was a gracious message fromt&adoeople who weri@ extremis They were
made to drink the foulest dregs of sorrow throuigd invasion of the Assyrians. The highways were
waste, the wayfarer ceased, the earth mournedaagaiished, Lebanon was ashamed and hewn down,
Sharon was like a wilderness, and Bashan and Catmoek off their fruits. Then did God arise. When
the worst had come to the worst, He laid bare Hisand brought deliverance for His people. Is hat t
a general rule with God? Is it not a truth fraughth comfort to any of you whose day has darkened
down into a seven-fold midnight? When nothing édseft you God remains and God appears. When all
your own strength fails you your strength shalltbesit still while God arises and becomes your arm
every morning, your salvation in the time of traaibl would encourage all who are in spiritual disg
to gather hope from this chapter, since it is asld to Zion in her sore affliction. If it is rgalio, that
the joys and blessings which are described in #ssgge before us come to a people who are driven to
the last extremity, why should not such blessimyae& to you? We have often noted how the Lord de-
lights to look upon the poor and needy, and com#és succor to those who are in distress. It iswiag
of the Lord to look in pity upon those who are cdsitvn. Lift up your heart to Him, and cry unto Him
out of the depth. Let your prayer rise to His tlea@ut of the low dungeon. Expect that He will beyve
pitiful, and will have compassion upon you in youisery. Jerusalem was on the brink of destruction
when the Lord answered the prayer of Hezekiah samate the vast host of Assyria. The peril of Jerusa
lem serves as a dark background to bring out tlghtmess of my text. The city might have been de-
stroyed by pestilence through its sins, but thedLsays, “The inhabitant shall not say, | am sitle t
people that dwell in it shall be forgiven theirqnoity.”

The great result of God’s gracious dealings wiik &fflicted people is that they glorify His holy
name. Observe how in this chapter God is spokessdieing “exalted, for He dwells on high.” He is
called, “the glorious Lord.” Truly our Lord nevepears more glorious than in the eyes of those who
are brought low and humbled in their own esteeneirTdistresses, out of which they are graciously de
livered, call upon them to exalt their Savior. THesar a voice saying, “Oh that man would praise the
Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful wotksthe children of men! For, He has broken the
gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in suh@em God gets little praise in this fair world, wh is a
master-piece of His skill, for man, refuses to ad@reation ought to make our voices ring out pede
psalms, for it is full of wonders, providence ouglgo to keep us always making music upon an instru
ment of ten strings, but, alas! We yield our praigeinferior workers. We are ever backward anevslo
in the praises of the Lord. Will a man rob God? ¥etrob Him of His glory. And so He brings us into
straits, that He may display the majesty of Hiscgrand the infinity of His power in rescuing usemh
are we moved to astonishment and adoration; thebunst forth into a song as we abundantly utter the
memory of His great goodness. At sight of His amg4ove we magnify the Lord, and ask others to
magnify Him with us, that we may exalt His namesdibgr. This is as it should be; let it be so now, O
you that have tasted of the Lord’s rich grace m hour of trouble praise Him at this good hour;tiet
hallelujahs of your soul go up to Him in the couststhe Lord’s house. If you cannot speak out your
praise, let it wait for God in Zion, and unto Hiet the vow be performed. Let your expressive sdenc
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mean the praise which you cannot sound forth wathr fongue. The Holy Spirit who makes interces-
sion in us with groans that cannot be uttered, aldb put into us praises inexpressible by words.

As we saw in the reading of this chapter, the pevseems to take wing as he proceeds; he rises
from note to note, as if like David he said, “S¢ldift up the strain. He makes each note highemet-
er, and louder than those which preceded it, fosihgs unto Him that does great things for His peop
The climax is in this verse, “The people that dwhkérein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” One thfe
highest notes of praise which we can ever raise Gatd is that which tells of pardoning love. Ndte t
opening of the one hundred and third Psalms—"BlaesLord, O my soul; who has forgiven all your
iniquities, who heals all your diseases.” Our texanother form of that verse, “The inhabitant hat
say, | am sick: the people that dwell in it shalforgiven their iniquity.” Healing and forgiveneare
placed in happy conjunction, and both bestowederiLbrd’s people when they looked not for them.

| shall speak upon our text thus, if the Holy &pmiill help me. Firstthere is such a thing as present
forgiveness—“The people that dwell therein shall be forgivémit iniquity.” Secondlywith this for-
giveness there comes the removal of the conseqehsg+—"The inhabitant shall not say | am sick.”
And thirdly, this makes a remarkable change in the languagdeffavored people-“The inhabitant
shall notsay|l am sick.” They shall be so greatly blessed thair language shall lose its complaining
tone, they shall no longer sigh and lament; thel stow have other things to talk about than tlogmn
infirmities and sufferings. “The inhabitant shatitrsay, | am sick, the people that dwell therein shall be
forgiven their iniquity.”

|. First, then, beloved, | introduce to you a topiompvhich | am sure you have no question, but still
it may do you good to be confirmed in the acknogtstitruth. THERE IS SUCH A THING AS THE
PRESENT FORGIVENESS OF SIN. “The people that divedrein shall be forgiven their iniquity.”

There must be a present conscious enjoyable pardsim; otherwise there would be no joy in the
world for thoughtful mindsTo the thoughtless and careless there might ftesh in the pan, a noisy
mirth as the crackling of thorns under a pot, lmuthte penitent, to the serious, to the careful, rehe
could there be a spark of joy if sin were unforgivéVhen we once begin to feel what sin is, to disce
its true nature, and to understand the just purestinwhich must follow upon it, we cannot rest uniter
condemnation. Though God should give us daintieshfday to day, and clothe us in scarlet and fine
linen, and set us among the princes of the eahshvould be restless, we should be wretched asaeng
sin preyed upon our heart. Sin! This casts darkopss the sun, eclipsing its meridian light. Sirthis
blast which withers all the flowers of life. Sinttse gall of bitterness, a drop of it would turnaaean of
pleasure into wormwood. Sin would again blight Ee®@, could it be restored, yes, it would turn fegav
into hell could it enter there. Sin is a burden abhan awakened conscience cannot bear; it crubkes t
spirit into the dust, and threatens further to bedown, even to the lowest hell. But when sirp&s-
doned, then our hymn which we have just now bergirsy leaps joyfully to our lips—

“Now, oh joy! My sins are pardoned.”
Is not this a necessary ingredient in that overthgancup which the Lord puts to the lips of His re-
deemed ones? “Therefore being justified by faitle, vave peace with God through Jesus Christ our
Lord,” but without that justification there can he peace, and no enjoyment of life. Believers ae s
ken of as a blessed people who joy in God; they®&¢o rejoice evermore, the apostle says, “Rejaic
the Lord always: and again | say, Rejoice.” Sugbicang would be impossible if sin were not par-
doned, and therefore we conclude that sin may bdopad, that it may be pardoned now, and that we
may know it. If forgiveness is essential to a statenind which we are exhorted to exhibit, then-for
giveness may be enjoyed at this present hour.

Further, dear brethren, there must be forgivenési, otherwise the main motive and fountain of
love would be dried up. Forgiveness begets gratitudsjtgde creates love, and love brings forth holi-
ness. She, which washed the Savior’'s feet withstesard wiped them with the hairs of her head, would
she have done it if she had not loved much becslusdelt that much had been forgiven her? The mo-
tive power of action to a believing man lies haydlie realization that God for Christ’'s sake hagife
en his iniquities. When | see my Lord, His own sbiaring my sins in His own body on the tree and
blotting out my faults forever by His death, theg apirit glows with love, my eyes stream with tears
my heart dedicates itself wholly to Jesus, and ifieybegins to show the effect of my inward emotion.
Sin forgiven leads to sin forsaken. Is it not safubt whether you are forgiven, and what can you do?
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Can you preach a gospel which has not brought wodom? Can you go into the Sunday school to try
and bring little children to a Christ who has nagiven you your sins? But understand that throigh
one great sacrifice your iniquities are foreverdoaed, and then you must love the great Sacriéind,
you must praise the Lord who gave Him to die fourysins. Is not this the song of the perfected,ttiUn
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsighd#wn blood, unto Him be glory forever and ever’?
There must be a consciousness of forgiveness,rdives will be limp, weak, purposeless.

It must be so, that sin can be pardoned and teatam know itotherwise we would be always in
bondage through fear of deatin what jeopardy would we stand every hour, simeemight at once
sink into hell! The prospect of death, how terrilleuld it be to us if sin still accused us unto God
Many of us now contemplate the approach of death wicalm, quiet patience of hope. As our years
advance, we are not distressed with the thoughtthieatime of our departure draws daily nearersThi
world is not our rest, and we do not desire to &lweays. We anticipate the hour when we shall—

“Our body with our charge lay down,

And cease at once to work and live.”
But how could this be if we enjoyed no sense otlpaed sin? It has been my intense delight to ble wit
many members of this church in the hour of thepadture, and | have invariably found them rejoicing
in hope. | have sometimes heard them sing, and/¢ @ned in their holy hymn, more often | have
heard their steady calm avowal of their joy in grespect of being “forever with the Lord,” but how
could this have been if sin had not been pardoised®at this true which we sing—

“If sin is pardoned, I'm secure;

Death has no sting beside:

The law gives sin its damning power;

But Christ, my ransom, died"?
“The sting of death is sin,” and you cannot takenawhe sting of death if sin is not taken away.réhe
could be no looking forward with expectancy, ifilevere no acceptance in Christ. It would be impos-
sible to be in a strait, as Paul was, when he 8&at, | am in a strait betwixt two, having a desioede-
part, and to be with Christ, which is far bettérd be willing to be offered up, and joyfully to sdf¥he
time of my departure is at hand,” would be uttentypossible if believers did not know, and know of a
certainty, that their sins are all forgiven. Once evied, “Wash me, and | shall be whiter than shove,
were not in error in that prayer, and now, thativeee been washed, and have heard our Master say,
“You are clean every whit,” we are not deluded. “Waae joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have received the atonement.” We say athtbur, “O Lord, | will praise You: though You
were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, dad comforted me.” Has not the Lord declared, “I,
even |, am He that blots out your transgressionsvigp own sake, and will not remember your sins”?
Yes, great Lord, it is even so! “There is forgiveseavith You that You may be feared.” There is & cit
whose inhabitants are forgiven their iniquitiese®led be the Lord who passes by the trespasses of H
people.

Once more; there must be forgiveness othierwise the whole system of grace would be a tad
ter, and its glorious privileges would be mere shelihout a kernel. Where would be salvation itself
without pardon? How could we be saved from our Binst forgiven? What glorious gospel could there
be if sin could not be cancelled? We read of oudLIesus Christ, that “to as many as received km,
them gave He power to become the sons of God, tevilrem that believe on His nhame.” But how can
we be sons under condemnation? How shall | reckgselhto be a beloved child if my Father is still
my judge, and holds over me the sword of Justicéduf sins which are many are forgiven you,” is
necessary before the spirit of adoption can etdemake us cry, “Abba, Father.” There is certaimby
possibility of acceptance or justification whilenss unforgiven. | have already shown you thateher
no motive to seek sanctification if we are hopdiesendemned for sin. What is even the gift of Ghri
Himself if He does not put away our sin? The whaflehe blessings of the gospel seem to me to have
lost their charm unless, first of all, there isarising from all iniquity.

Let us now bend our thoughts to a consideratiothisfgreat blessing as it is treated of in thigpzh
ter.It is plainly promisedn the text, “The people that dwell in it shall foegiven their iniquity.” Nor is
this a lone word; the same is often declared. I mat occupy your time by quoting the many passages
of Scripture in which the pardon of sin is expregaiomised. Is it not in the covenant, “I will fovg
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their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no ned? “He that believes is justified from all thinffem
which he could not be justified by the law of Mo$é%ardon is a promised blessing. It is God’s pgaro
tive to forgive, and He delights to exercise it. $#g/s expressly, “I will pardon them whom | reserve
He has pardoned, He does pardon, He will pardost&uals the covenant of love.

If we wish to obtain this free pardanwill be granted in answer to prayeRead the second verse,
“O Lord, be gracious unto us.” This is short, buil.fThere is sound doctrine in that cry. “The pkeop
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquiig a suitable answer to that petition. If you waar-
don of Him who is waiting to be gracious, seeltits to be had without money and without pricethg
man who will stretch out his empty hand to taketits all of grace. If you will have it God is réxato
grant it in answer to your humble cry. “Where shmanded, grace does much more abound.” The Lord
Jesus is exalted on high “to give repentance amisston of sins.” “If we confess our sins, He igHa
ful and just to forgive us our sins.” Go to youreles, and see if the Lord will not be gracious to.yo

Pardon is given in connection with the exaltatidrGod Read the fifth verse, “The Lord is exalted.”
He does not grant this forgiveness until we begiretognize that He is a great God and a Savior. We
must see that He is great in justice, and we most ib penitence, and honor that justice, and then w
must get some thought of the greatness of His iloggving His Son to die that He might justly fovgi
us. The greatness of our Lord’s compassion in pgdsy iniquity, transgression, and sin must be con-
fessed, or we shall never find pardon. Friend, walnever get mercy for your great sin from alétt
God. He must be a great God to you, or you willaneeceive the great mercy you need. You must learn
to say of Him, “Who is a God like unto You, thatrgans iniquity, and passes by transgression?” Low
thoughts of God create doubts of pardon, and doaolds us in bondage under sin, but high thoughts of
God beget hope in the soul, and hope leads to dmmde, and confidence brings assurance of for-
giveness.

God grants pardon when men are humbl8ee the seventh verse, “Their valiant ones sirgll
without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep Igitt€€rying and weeping are good preparations for
pardon. In the dust of self-abasement is the plac@ope. Jeremiah says of the afflicted, “He phits
mouth in the dust; if so there may be hope.” Gogdengardons the proud, He knows them “afar off,”
and has enough of them at a distance. With the feuarid contrite He dwells, delighting to hear them
honor His law by bemoaning their breaches of it.eWlyou say, “God be merciful to me a sinner,”
though you dare not lift up your eyes to heavea,dhes of heaven look down on you. You shall go to
your house justified, if in God’s house you havefegsed yourself to be condemned.

God grants this pardon also when the heart is deagicRead the fourteenth verse, “The sinners in
Zion are afraid; fearfulness has surprised the byfes. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring
fire?” When we begin to examine ourselves, to fesrause of sin, and to turn from all hypocrisynthe
the Lord will accept us. There must be a layinglesif all insincerity, a dealing with God in truthg-
fore the gracious God can put away our iniquitync8rity is indispensable to mercy. How can the Lord
be other than a devouring fire to hypocrites?

God will also pardon us when He is acknowledgetémur Ruler and LordLook at the twenty-
second verse, “The Lord is our judge, the Lorduslawgiver, the Lord is our king.” Will you haveo@
to reign over you? If so, He will forgive you, kifityou will continue to rebel, His wrath shall abkidip-
on you. How can you receive the kiss of love if yamunot give the kiss of allegiance? “Kiss the Son,
lest He be angry.” Accept His rule, and He will @atyour prayer. We must love His law, or we cannot
be discharged from its curse. Be willing to obeayd &le is ready to forgive.

He will also forgive us when we put our trust inmHiRead the last clause of the twenty-second
verse, “He will save us.” Faith must look for sdlea from the Lord alone, and then salvation wihee
to it. Oh, how I wish that some poor heart heresen¢ would cry this morning, “He will save me; lliwi
take Him to be my King and my Lawgiver, and | via#lieve for myself that He will havae!” It is that
touch of personal faith which brings peace to th.df you will not trust God, neither shall yoave
peace, but if you will come now just as you are] halieve that He is able to forgive you, and tidish
to do so, then you shall have this promise verifregour experience—"The people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity.”

Is not this a large promise? One might descanhufpby the week together, and indeed, one might
rejoice in it to all eternity. | leave it to youugt musings. If the prophet says, “Your heart Ishrddi-
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tate terror,” viewing it as past and gone, how maare may you muse on mercy world without end,
viewing it as forever your own?

Il. Now, with extreme brevity, | want, in the secondqa, to say that WHEN SIN IS PARDONED,
THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN ARE ALSO REMOVED. Sin hadda these people sick, as Isaiah
says in his first chapter—"The whole head is sahkd the whole heart faint.” But, when iniquity &
given, then, “the inhabitant shall not say, | acksi Special chastisement is usually removed when a
peculiar sin is forgiven. God, under a former aggy manifestly visited sin with chastisement irsth
life, and when He forgave it, He removed the wemghitlis hand from the offender. Read the history of
Israel, and see a host of instances. There alénstnces in which personal chastisement dodswol
personal sin in this life, especially among belrsy@and especially among believers in church fellow
ship. We read of the Corinthians, when they misbetidhemselves, “For this cause some are sickly
among you, and many sleep.” Within the chosen fathiére are chastisements unknown to the outside
world. But when we go with our confession, and fpatdon of the Lord, the temporal chastisement is
usually removed, or else it is so changed in itppse as to become quite another thing. Oftentimes,
also, great sinners who have by their gross misetnbirought themselves into grievous trouble have
found no way of escape from it till their evil waliave been forsaken. The valley of Achor has been
their door of hope. Where they have bewailed tfailt they have received deliverance. When the root
of bitterness is taken away, the evil which growsaf it has been removed also. When Nineveh repent
ed, its threatened destruction was averted.

But, further, when | speak of the consequencesrobeing taken away, this is very apparent in re-
spect of certain sins. A man being a drunk bringssklf to poverty, he asks forgiveness for the Hrun
enness, and he ceases from it, by honest industrgbifect poverty is soon ended. Within a few weeks
you see a difference in the very aspect of the drentimes when by some sin of impurity a sinner
weakens his body and injures his health, his curauch helped by his repenting and forsaking his un
cleanness. It may not be so with some great trassgms, for they may leave scars which cannot be
healed in this life, but true repentance will t@ven these into a means of humiliation, and makmth
serve as safeguards against any return to follyeW&ins are frankly confessed and forsaken, then th
gracious message comes—"“The Lord has put awaysmuyou shall not die.”

Further, in the case of believers in the Lord d&3hrist, if some of the temporal results of simdb
cease, yet it is only in appearance that they nenwairather they remain for other purposes, beaigh
useful, and not as wrathful inflictions. If by pash one has brought himself into a state of siskner
poverty, or depression, these may leave their srapen me, but from the day in which 1 finds pardon
these will not be punishments inflicted by a judiget chastisements lovingly appointed by a FatAer.
father may chasten his child very severely, b ihinot all the same as pain inflicted by the exece of
a judge. It is one thing for a parent to shut tidcin a room because he has done wrong, butgtite
another thing for a magistrate to send him to prigw a crime. The act may seem the same, but the
feeling of the authority commanding the chastisenenery different. Believers do not escape the so
rows of this life, but then, no sorrow that comestChristian is sent as a penal infliction. Ihat sent
as a vindication of law, but as a tender parentaipline. Vast is the difference between the akast
ment of love and the infliction of justice. To thegiven man “all things work together for good gsy
even those things which naturally follow upon tirewshich is now forgiven. The curse is turned iato
blessing, the poison acts as a medicine; that whkiltshthe impenitent helps the cure of a beliewéss,
look at death itself. Do Christians die as a pumisht for sin? God forbid. God lays no punishment on
those who have accepted Jesus as their substdautée has borne the whole of their punishment, iand
is not possible that God should exact punishmentetwfirst at the hands of their Surety, and then
again at their own. Death is no punishment to #ester; it is the gate of endless joy. It is netath to
die, now that Jesus has died, yes, rather, has ais& gone into glory, on our behalf. We thank @Guwd
the bitterness of death is past. Death itself istrared in the list of our possessions, “All thinge
yours, whether life or death.” Maybe we shall niet att all, for our Lord may come all of a suddemd a
if He comes while we are alive and remain, we shallsleep, though we shall all be changed in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last tr@hpRest you assured, believer, that seeing Godonas
given your sins, He has dried up the well of bitess, and you shall drink no more of it, or, éems
to come to your lips, it shall be so changed irchtaracter that it shall be a healing draught.
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Believe, once more, that all the eternal penakeqnences are gone from the forgiven man. For him
there can be no condemnation at the day of judgerfmrhim there can be no “Depart, you cursedt” fo
him there is no blackness of darkness foreverhior, no worm that dies not, no fire that never ban
guenched. In Christ Jesus he stands before Gofiheshad never sinned, yes, he wears the perfect
righteousness of Christ, and arrayed in that robegsan face the terrors of the last tremendousnitiy
out alarm. “Who shall lay anything to the chargeGafd’s elect? It is God that justifies. Who is hatt
condemns? It is Christ that died, yes, rather, ihaisen again, who is even at the right hand ofl,G
who also makes intercession for us.” Sin gonerolo¢ of all evil is gone. “Comfort you, comfort you
My people, says your God. Speak you comfortablydrusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: foe slas received of the Lord’s hand double for atl he
sins.”

lll. The specialty of what | want to say lies in my lpsint—that THE LORD EVEN CHANGES
THE TONE OF HIS PEOPLE’'S SPEECH. “The inhabitaralshot say,| am sick,” there is the point.
Why shall they not say, “I am sick™?

First, they have no need to saywhen the Lord comes and dwells with them, for $lum of Right-
eousness has risen upon them with healing in Hgsviwhen Jesus healed the sick of the palsy, He
said to him, “Son, be of good cheer; your sinsfargiven you.” Pardon and healing were one. Spalu
ly the pardoned one shall not need to say, “I atk,’sbecause his soul diseases then receive anigeali
medicine.

All spiritual disease receives its deathblow wisanis forgiven. Sin is crucified by the same cross
which brings atonement. You may have to strugghks wj for the corruption of the flesh still remain
but “sin shall not have dominion over you; for yate not under the law, but under grace.” The Lord’s
name to the forgiven one is Jehovah-Rophi—"The Ltbed heals you.” Albeit, you may feel full of dis-
tempers, any one of which might be fatal to yolefif alone, yet in the reception of pardon thermes
to you a new life which will conquer all those @istpers. “Whoever is born of God, sins not.” The new
nature sins not. John says, “Whoever is born of Gmes not commit sin,” that is to say he cannotsin
others do; it is not the rule and drift of his lifEhere is a change worked in the believer of tlostm
wonderful kind, as it is written, “A new heart alsaill | give them, and a right spirit will | put ihin
them. | will put My fear in their heart, and thdyadl not depart from Me.” Now though we can sayt tha
the old nature is sick, and sick to death, sotl@atsooner it is utterly destroyed the better,spetaking
of ourselves as renewed by the Holy Spirit we dtlig the law of God after the inward man. God has
made us to be holy in our desires and aspiratiang,has renewed the image of His own perfect self
within us, so that we have no longer need to Sag‘ sick.”

Here also is a very wonderful point in the passhg®re us concerning danger averted, for you
know that when a city is besieged one of the megam consequences in old times was the plague. Th
inhabitants could not get out to receive freshtaey were denied necessary provisions, and solteey
came faint, and ready to be preyed upon by pesgleviet the Lord promised that when He worked de-
liverance for the cooped up inhabitants of Jerusdleey should not say, as other besieged citizens d
“I am sick.” | will take up my parable and show thgiritual parallel to this. God will avert the pes
lence of sin from pardoned men; they shall be pveskfrom those moral pests which slay their thou-
sands. You were once the victim of every feverinf lsut now your sin is forgiven. You pass unharmed
through the temptations which surround you. God priéserve the true believer from the malaria of
corruption which is in the world through lust; Hea#l be “kept by the power of God through faithant
salvation.” You shall not be obliged to say, “I @nk,” because others are so, for the Lord shapke
you from the pestilence that walks in darknessndvem insidious and deceitful errors and sins. Re-
member that marvelous promise, “The Lord shall gmes you from all evil: He shall preserve your
soul.” The Lord shall preserve your going out almdirycoming in. In answer to your morning prayetr,
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us frowil,2 you shall be preserved in purity and uprigéss,
and from all the devices of the devil, for “thailene touches you not.”

Here again is another point. The inhabitant cawgtsay, “I am sick,” and yet the Assyrians died in
a single night. They laid themselves down to slumhbetheir tents, expecting speedily to divide the
Spoil—

“But the angel of death spread his wings on the sia
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And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed;

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and,chill

And their hearts but once heaved, and forever grail.”
The Lord in this case put a difference between pé¢igple and their enemies. Multitudes died outside,
but inside the city, where you might have expethéags to be much worse, the inhabitant did not say
“I am sick.” Today we live in an age when sin abdsina moral pestilence is slaying its thousands. |
dare not describe what is going on in the camp heymto which we have no desire to enter, but the
Lord is a wall of fire around His people. If younss forgiven, the plague of deadly sin shall notme
near your dwelling. Even to the end shall the Lastch over you, so that preserved in moral sanity,
you shall not have need to say, “I am sick.” On ¢batrary, you shall sing, “He restores my soul: He
leads me in the paths of righteousness for His feagadke.”

Next, they shall have no thought of sayitigam sick” He that feels the joy of pardoned sin forgets
all his pains and griefs. In my own person | knohaivit is to be vexed with sore pains and yet & fe
such rest of heart that | have felt no desire tmmain. When we rejoice in divine love we make dmal
account of our bodily condition! If deaf, blind, otherwise full of infirmities of the flesh, we mak
small reckoning of the whole when we know the jépardoned sin. The inhabitant shall not say, “I am
sick,” because he says, “I am forgiven.” The Lonkg to His people at times such peace and jogin b
lieving that though they are poor, they do not sagm poor,” but sing, “I am forgiven, | am forgm.”

A brother had grievously offended, and had beenoptifrom church fellowship for his sin, and he so
behaved that his pastor thought of him with paiml was glad to avoid an interview with him, fooit-

ly produced a sad attempt at self-justification. |&tgth the Lord brought him to a better mind. He
sought his pastor, and said, with tears, “Will yhiake hands with me?” The pastor replied, “Rigatigl

ly. | rejoice to feel that the past is all forgivetiow are you?” The repentant one made this réplm
quite well now that you restore me to your esteefmé poor man was extremely ill, but the joy of be-
ing once more in his old place in his friend’s thbts made him refuse to say, “lI am sick.” The neis
victory has made lame men leap. How much more gha#l so when the Lord Jesus manifests His pow-
er to save, and the Holy Spirit assures the hdadrtomd-bought pardon; then, indeed, “The inhatiitan
shall notsay,| am sick.”

Many a child of God, when weary, has renewed tnength at the remembrance of pardoning mer-
cy. Though almost spent, the assured believer bas gn preaching, or visiting the sick, or conchgti
his Bible class, because he has felt under sudbatiains to his Lord that he could go on till hepiped.
When a torrent of joy streams through the soukdrb it right over all hindrances caused by weaknes
or weariness. Since Jesus has saved us, we askamargie from His service because we are sick; our
love to Him acts as a tonic, and strengthens usk&ép our name on the muster-roll, take our place i
the ranks, and feel that till we die we will nokdse be excused so long as we can creep out dtlasf
ter's call.

| find some read this sentence in the past téii$w inhabitant shall not say, | have been sickheT
joy of pardon makes us ignore the sorrow of thd.pa&%u shall not remember the reproach of your
widowhood any more.” Since their enemies were ahligg the citizens of Jerusalem rejoiced in their
safety, and said nothing about what they had sedfeMany of the sick quit their couches, crowdeal th
battlements, and looked out with pleasure towahgsquarter where the foe had been. The Assyrian
power was broken; the great king had fled; the wielerusalem forgot they had been half-starved, and
that the plague had been among them. The inhaldtdnot say, “I am sick.” Their misery was swal-
lowed up in victory. Glory be to God for such meay this. When God changes our estate from con-
demnation to acceptance, then is our mouth fillé&th vaughter, and our tongue with singing, because
“the Lord has done great things for us, whereofweeglad.”

Again, these people did not say they were siakce they had a motive for not saying ¥ou re-
member a late sermon upon the four lepers who aandnd divided the spoi[8ermon #1908yWho Found
It out?] They did not say, “We are lepers;” that was forgot and they entered tents as if they had been
in health. They went into one pavilion and ate dnahk, and then they went into another. Men free
from leprosy could not have made themselves moheae. They took away gold and silver and hid it,
though they were lepers. So when the Lord pardonsio there is a prey to be taken; riches of grace
are at our disposal. Notice the verse that comisdoéhe text, “The lame take the prey.” Doubtldbss
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was literally true; numbers of persons in Jerusalesre scarcely able to get about, for some had-rheu
matism, and others had broken bones, so that tnad tardly limp along the public way, but when it
was announced that the rich camp of the Assyriaasstev be spoiled, the lame made a shift to be .there
Old women quite decrepit, and men who had long Kegit beds, suddenly rose to activity, and none of
them said, “I am sick.” They had a motive for gagtivell directly, for great wealth was to be hadtvy
gatherer. From a pardoning God there are such eseard such blessings to be received that we who
have little faith, and are weak in heart, suddéimg our spirits revive, and we gather our shardivine
gifts. A sense of pardon strengthens the weak handsconfirms the feeble knees, and we become
mighty to lay hold upon the benefits of the coveanan

The inhabitant did not say, “I am sick,” for themé was come for glorifying the God of Israel. Eve-
rybody was shouting, “Hallelujah!” up and down tbteeets of Jerusalem, who could say, “I am sick™?
Children were singing, and young men and maidens wancing because Judah was free from her foe,
and even the sick folk merged their sighs and graarsongs and psalms. Jehovah had triumphed; His
people were free, and it seemed to be with thelpeplerusalem as it was with Israel in Eqypt—t¢the
was not one feeble person in all their tribes.” Whige Lord pardons our sin, the weakest, the fegble
the most despondent, the most despairing amongllusovsay, “We are sick,” but our soul shall mag-
nify the Lord. Pardon impels us to duty, and states us to praise. We no longer mourn and murmur,
but we sing because the might of the enemy hasthike snow in the glance of the Lord.

Yet once again, and | have done. Pardoned pebplerot say they are sick, foy a little anticipa-
tion they shall declare the very contraiy a little time—how little a time none of us ctall—we shall
be where the inhabitant shall never be sick agdie. Lord has begun to heal us, and the healingevirt
which His grace has infused into us will work usltie and cure till we shall be without spot or vita
or any such thing. His salvation will also perfgdtleal our bodies. Today the body is dead becalise o
sin, though the spirit is life because of rightemss. The regeneration of the body takes plackeat t
resurrection, and when we shall rise again it balin the image of the Lord Jesus. It is sown iakve
ness; it is raised in power. We shall not rise vdim eyes, and dull ears, deformed limbs, and &ebl
frames. Having eaten the leaves of the tree afwkeshall be healed of all that ailed us herewelve
are on our way to eternal health; we have thewitlin us which is to be perfect forever and eWhy
should we then say, “I am sick™? If a man shouldjb&e sure that he would be in perfect health temo
row, he would say little about the sickness of aarh A blind man, who will see tomorrow, hardly
numbers himself with the blind. Before another Sdblromes round some of you may be with the an-
gels, yes, before tomorrow’s sun shall rise you f@where they “need no candle, neither light ef th
sun.” Happy men to be so nearly well—so nearly harappy beings who shall so soon be—

“Far from a world of grief and sin,

With God eternally shut in!”
Then shall you realize the fullest meaning of theseds, “The inhabitant shall not say, | am sidle t
people that dwell therein shall be forgiven theiguity.”

Who comes this way? Who comes this way? Welcomathér, to pardon and healing through our
Lord Jesus. Who is going the other way? Let sushdawanderer consider his way, retrace his steps,
and seek his God, who in Christ Jesus can heal@iyou who are now sick unto death, ask to be for-
given, and healing will come from the pardoningdaBod bless you! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 33.
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