Sermon #1920 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

BELIEVERS AS BLESSED AS THE BLESSED VIRGIN
NO. 1920

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 19, 1886,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And it came to pass, as He spoke these thingsedain woman of the company lifted up her voice,
and said unto Him, “Blessed is the womb that boreuy and the paps which You have sucked.”
But He said, Yea rather, blessed are they that heéwsr word of God, and keep it.”

Luke 11:27, 28.

YOU do not wonder that this enthusiastic womaredifup her voice in admiration of our Lord. |
sometimes wonder when the gospel is preached—whessage is so sweet, so charming, so enchant-
ing—that we do not more often observe earnest psrbeeaking the cold rules of propriety, and utter-
ing exclamations of delight. Few are the hosanrfathe multitude today. Is the blood of the world
growing colder as the ages tell upon it? Perhapsvastern constitution is too cool and self-corgdin
to allow us to copy the demonstrative manners efEhst. Assuredly this woman is not to be blamed,
but to be commended, for pouring out her hearte lim honor of the Lord. The wonder is, not that sh
spoke as she did, but that men who hear the tegdhidesus do not more often speak in His praie. O
our blessed Lord His enemies said, “Never man sgikkethis man.” His very tone was melody, and
His language was truth set to music. The doctrimeish He taught were more than golden; they were
light to the head and joy to the heart. He reve#iiedinmost heart of God, and taught as never @toph
or sage had taught before. Oh, “certain woman@ttmpany,” though we do not know your name, and
cannot guess at your history, we are in harmoni watur outburst of affection. We thank you for giv-
ing utterance to that feeling of delight and adtiora with which we are filled. We also cry unto the
Lord with you—"Blessed is the womb that bore Yonddhe paps which You have sucked.”

This earnest woman did not mean, in the first@lag praise Christ's mother. | do not know that sh
had even seen Mary, or that she would have entetecher mind, apart from her matchless Son. It is
often the way in the East; if they want to insuthan, they speak vilely of his mother, and on ttieio
hand, if they wish to honor him, they laud his nestto the skies, yet they may have neither dishiée
esteem for the mother, they only reach the sorugirdier. It was while Jesus was preaching that this
cry was raised, “It came to pass, as He spoke tthesgs.” It was because He spoke so well, that thi
woman could not withhold her words of praise. Atter fashion as a woman, and as an Eastern woman,
she praised the Lord Jesus by extolling His mother.

But lest such an expression, commendable enougkeili, should in later years lend any kind of
countenance to that Mariolatry which our Savioe&aw, Jesus said, “Yea, she is blessed doubtlgiss, b
still more blessed are they that hear the word @d,&nd keep it.” Our divine Savior, with all trevé
of His manhood towards His mother, acted towaradrheuch a way as forever to forbid any degree of
religious worship being rendered to her. He gavemmtenance to the superstitious titles of “Owr La
dy,” “Mother of God,” and so forth, but, on the ¢@ry, He taught that the nearest fleshly relatigms
to Himself was as nothing compared with spirituaionm to Him. Remember how it is written—“Then
one said to Him, Behold, your mother and your lregthstand without, desiring to speak with you. But
He answered and said unto him that told Him, Whielysmother? And who are My brethren? And He
stretched forth His hand towards His disciples, said, Behold My mother and My brethren! For who-
soever shall do the will of My Father which is ieaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and-moth
er.”

Worship is due to the Lord alone, and if renddacethe most blessed among women it is idolatrous.
This superstition robs God of His glory and enssdhe souls of men. | come back to what | said be-
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fore, the woman'’s speech, though it needed to bedga against erroneous use, was a true speech, and
a holy speech.

Moreover, to do this woman further justice; it veabrave speech for her to make, for the Savior had
been confronted by the Pharisees and scribes, teashers of the period, those persons of authority
They had spoken ill words of Him; they had everedaio say that He cast out devils through Beelze-
bub, the prince of devils. When He had answerethttiscreetly, this woman did, as it were, proclaim
His victory. She lifted up her voice, so shrill, Isad, so passionate in its eagerness, that it s@eéoncut
through all other sounds, and reached the earsegireacher, the ears of all the multitude, ancbafse
the ears of the proud revengeful priests. She capgdshe felt that she must declare her feeliagd,
she did so right boldly. Oh, if there is a time wheot only enthusiasm suggests, but when affection
compels us to speak for Christ, it is when otheesagpposing His name and cause. If they dare to say
evil things against our glorious Lord, let us bitir voices, feeble though they are, and bless &fisesl
name. Though we may as a rule be silent, and shyulaic observation, yet when occasion requires,
let us be loud and vehement in the defense of igigeous cause. “A certain woman of the company
lifted up her voice,” let us determine to be heandour Lord’s behalf, for surely if we should haldr
speech the very stones would cry out. Do they cHis®? He is blessed, yes, and He shall be blessed!
Do they dare to deny the eternal truth which Heclaimmed? He is the same yesterday, today, and-forev
er, and let Him be forever blessed. We cannot leatsivhen He is decried. We must and will declare i
the teeth of His adversaries that “He has don¢hallgs well.” O woman! Your courage deserves our
praise and our imitation. We will go to school mmuyto learn your bravery. Oh that we had a fireun
hearts burning as it did in yours, then would ihg@me the bonds which hold our stammering tongues.
Let us believe that when the current of thoughtiadous runs in a wrong direction, such is the pavfer
enthusiasm, that one earnest, impassioned voiceumayt, and our Lord may yet win glory where now
He is despised.

Our Lord, when He was thus interrupted by this \aoie hearty testimony, did not reprove her
speech, but He improved it. Thus possibly He didtlgerebuke her, but it was done so delicately that
scarcely dare concede that it was a rebuke a@Dal.Lord averted the wrong interpretation which imig
be put upon it, and then made an addition to it,Heidid not at all deny that she had spoken ti tr
for He said, “Yea,” before He added, “rather, béesare they that hear the word of God, and keép it!
He did as good as say, “What you have said is icettait yet there is a higher truth; she was bksse
who bore Me, but more surely blessed still are tihey hear the word of God, and keep it.” Notice th
humility which hides in this language. He says riBtessed are they that helsly word, and keep it,”
though that would have been quite true. At the munoeirr Lord was being praised, and He therefore
shrank out of sight. “As the fining pot for silvand the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise
Many a man is taken off his balance when he islioastolled, but not so our humble Savior; then it
was that He peculiarly shone forth as “meek andyiow heart.” The word which He had preached He
speaks of as His Father’s word, and thus castsl @awer that very beauty which had caused the wom-
an’s rapture.

This morning | shall invite your attention, firggr a little time, toa blessedness which is not to be
denied;blessed was that holy woman who bore the Saviaorg#y, in the text there is mention made
of a blessedness which is to be preferidthen we have spoken upon this theme, we sha# bame-
thing to say ofthat blessedness as one which is now to be enjdygdorayer shall be—and | hope
yours will be the same—that we may enjoy that l@dssss this very morning and throughout all the
rest of our lives. | see the Redeemer’s outstreltd¢tamds as He pronounces this benediction uporatyou
this hour, “Blessed are they that hear the wor@aodl, and keep it.” Divine beatitude, be you fudfdlin
each of us!

I. First, then, here is A BLESSEDNESS NOT TO BE DENIEe Virgin Mother was blessed
among women. | have sometimes thought that in cemtgeagerness to keep clear of anything like su-
perstitious reverence of Mary we have scarcelymgieeher her due. We cannot blame the Reformers
that when they found her spoken of as the “Quedteaiven,” and worshipped with Ave Marias and so
forth, they recoiled from such idolatry. Every ghliened mind ought to revolt from such superstition
“You shall have no other gods before Me” is a ppeaehich puts God alone into the place of worship,
and forbids us to worship any other person or thirmyGod alone be worship. “Hear, O Israel: Thed_or
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our God is one Lord.” But when we have borne thatgst, it does not follow that Mary herself susfer

in our esteem; on the contrary, we revere the mgmiothis saintly woman. The angel made no mistake
when he said, “Hail, you that are highly favoretkssed are you among women.” Nor was she in error
when she said, “From henceforth all generationi stk me blessed.” We call her blessed most leart
ly, for so she was.

The blessing which she received had been the desiegyes The promise given at the gate of
Eden—“the seed of the woman shall bruise the s€gpbrad’—had awakened the desires of all the
godly women of Israel. They longed to behold thisnpised One, the great Messiah, the restorer of the
race, and they desired children in the hope thatngnthose children might appear the promised deed.
is probable that mother Eve herself thought thatfingt-born was the promised Deliverer, for, actor
ing to some readings, she said, “I have gotten @, itiee Lord.” Though she was greatly mistaken, yet
still it showed her faith, and her hope. All theniies of Israel watched for the appearing of thesibe
of all nations, the Glory of His people.

When at last the gift was bestowed upon the humioggn of Nazareth, who was of the house of
David, it came as a great favoiSince angels rejoiced over that birth, since bhggs hastened to do
homage at the manger, and since wise men fronuttteef East came with their gold, frankincense, and
myrrh to adore the new-born King, Mary cannot beutjht of as being less than the most blessed
among women. All the circumstances of the annuiatiaaind all the homage paid to the infant Savior,
show that her visitation from on high had made dreatly blessed. The angel when he addressed her
said, “Hail, you that are highly favored, the Lasdwith you: blessed are you among women.” We can-
not suppose that since in God’s eyes, and in tks ef His angelic messenger, this was a great favor
we are to treat it as a light thing. The Saviofigga,” was emphatic when the woman spoke of His
mother as highly blessed.

She herself received this honor as a great bles8hg bowed herself humbly, and said, “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord: be it unto me according taYword.” She believed the word of the Lord; her
spirit rejoiced in God her Savior; she treasureallithe holy words in her heart. It was no vaimghto
her to have charge of the infancy of our Lord. 8Heit to be great blessedness to be placed ih suc
relation to the holy child Jesus. We can scarcelggine the holy ecstasy, or the profound joy which
filled her spirit. She was an eminently graciouswam, and therefore she never boasted of her nelatio
ship, nor misused it for her own purpose. But whateasure it must have been to have nursed Jesus i
His childhood, to have cared for Him in His you8He treasured up His little speeches, and pondered
her heart what all could mean. Happy were her fingeat made His garments and that tended to His
infant and boyish wants. In His adult life she miate been among those who heard Him with delight.
Was she not one of the most charmed of His heal#tsit joy that her Son should speak in that way
and bring such a salvation to the sons of men! Awegled with the mother’s delight, deepening itt bu
not forbidding it. When He had risen from the delaithink her heart must have been filled with ayhol
exultation, that He whom she had mourned now liggdin. When she knew that He was ascended,
though it left a blank in her heart, yet she rdseva the sorrow natural to her motherhood, andh&zir
though she had known Him after the flesh, now dfterflesh to know Him no more. She could not but
rejoice in all the glory with which the man who wasn of her was now surrounded.

She was, she must have been, blessed among wametrthis woman who spoke of her as such
made no mistake, for think, my dear friendéiat blessings have come to all the world throughVir-
gin’s wondrous childIn Him shall all the nations of the earth be béxb If all generations call Mary
blessed, it is only because she brought into thddvame that is a blessing to us all. Have youtasted
of the blessedness which is scattered by bothdahdshof Jesus? Do you not know that life and hgalin
stream from the skirts of His garments? If you hageenjoyed the blessedness which He bestows, it i
because you have denied it to yourselves—crueltyedieit to yourselves. His blessedness is freeoto y
if your hearts desire it. Oh, what a Christ is Hg$ Words unlock prison doors; the glance of Hisey
is the light of men; the tread of His feet turnsehts into Edens. Our faith is in His first advemiy
hope is in His second advent. In Him we live, ahithiHim we sleep we shall in Him awake from the
dead to live forever in His glory. He has made ug& and priests unto God, and we shall reign with
Him forever and ever. And it was, it must have heegreat blessedness to Mary’s heart to think that
“that holy thing” which was born of her was the shal of such blessedness to all mankind.

Volume 32 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 3




4 Believers As Blessed As The Blessed Virgin SerthteR0

I must, however, remind you that whatever thed#daess which this holy woman derived from be-
ing the mother of our Savior's humanishe needed it alfpr she was called to a great fight of affliction
because of it. Usually all special blessings ineapecial trials. The thorn in the flesh attendsahun-
dance of revelations. Weight of glory is balancathva weight of tribulation. Lest the favored one
should be exalted above measure, there is giveeasune of down-casting with the lifting up. When
you ask to drink of His cup, and to be baptizechvidis baptism, you know not what you are asking, fo
in that cup there is bitterness as well as swestraesl His baptism is a baptism of suffering ad aeh
baptism of honor. Mary had her supreme sorrowgh@tvery first this woman so pure and holy had to
bear the darkest suspicion. She could hardly cahfier espoused one; he could hardly be expected to
believe her extraordinary story. Faith alone helpedto see the bright light which lined the clolitle
Lord delivered her. Her trials in escaping from éteby flight into Egypt were not small. Oh what-sor
row often hovered over her, when she saw how hemnas “despised and rejected of men, a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief!” Once, at least, faith well-nigh failed her, as | read it, ane ghem-
bled for Him, for we find that His mother and Higethren (and of this | will speak another day), sem
where about this very time, stood without, desiriagspeak with Him. Mark tells us that His friends
sought to lay hands on Him, for they said, “He éside Himself.” He dared such perils, He so boldly
opposed established authorities, He spoke suchentyss$ truths, and He was altogether so unearthly,
that His relatives began to think that His mind taited Him, and it would seem that His mother was
almost agreed with them. Her heart must have semk bow with all her blessedness when she could
not understand her son, and could not save Him fiepmoach and ill will. In fact, she never had yull
understood Him; did He not Himself say to her irs ldarly days, “Know you not’—do you not under-
stand—"that | must be about My Father’s businesSf?é¢ could not comprehend Him, and could not
protect Him, and therefore, she must have beemn sfierowful.

When Jesus came to die, of all that wept for Hiorely none could have been more full of lamenta-
tions than the sorrowful mothevlater dolorosa Do you not see her fainting at the foot of thessf?
Then was fulfilled the text, “Yes, a sword shalknge through your own soul also.” John, with gentle
tenderness, took her to his own home, in obediemti®ose words of the dying Lord, “Son, behold your
mother,” and “Woman, behold your son.” But nevanare sorrowful woman was ever housed under
heaven than she who was “highly favored.” She ngéaldave the blessedness abundantly ministered to
her to sustain her heart and mind. She might halkesaid, “Call me not Mary, but call me Marah,” so
bitter was her grief.

Call her “Blessed among women,” but do not sigbalse this unattainable blessedness is not yours.
Her tribulations abounded in full proportion to heys. Only one, from the necessity of the case)dto
partake of such peculiar blessedness. This gatermdr is shut to all but that virgin of David’s diage.
With full and honest emphasis we pronounce hersblshis day, but no trace of envy rests in ourthea
We hear the enthusiastic voice which said, “Blessdlde womb that bore You, and the paps which You
have sucked,” but it is overpowered by the divitterance—“Yea rather, blessed are they that hear th
word of God, and keep it!” We do not take awayfilst, but we establish the second.

II. That brings us to our second head—to hear the wb@bd and keep it is A BLESSING PREF-
ERABLE to having been the mother of our Lord.

We are sure of this, because in the weighing efallessings the blessed Master of Beatitudes holds
the balanceslesus Himself adjusts the scales of blessedhessho began His ministry with the word
“Blessed,” so often repeated, knows best whichshgsis the best. We accept without a question, and
even without am argument, this statement of oudLand we firmly believe, upon His authority, that
though Mary is greatly blessed, yet even more emngally are those blessed who hear the word of God
and keep it. We yield our ready assent to whatsleays, for His word is truth.

Happily this preference so truly given by the Maguts the highest blessedness within the reach of
all of uswho are here this morning. We are at this momeiat position to “hear the word of God, and
keep it.” If grace is given, there are only these steps to blessedness. | feel most happy to thessh
ing a congregation to whom | may say that the hsghéessedness conceivable is to be attained by all
who “hear the word of God,” for if they further me¢e and keep that word they are already blesset, a
the lips of the Lord Jesus have declared them teob&emember that this made up the soul of Mary’s
blessedness, for she was more blessed as a baleveas the mother of Jesus. Elizabeth said to her
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“Blessed is she that believes.” So, dear friendrydablessedness lay mainly in the fact that she be
lieved, and therefore quietly acquiesced in theirgiwvill. She was blessed because her faith enabled
her to rejoice in God her Savior. It was not aryehmg to believe that He whom she nursed in Inersa
and nourished from her breast was also the SoheoHighest. He must have seemed to her more truly
an infant than perhaps He may ever appear to wertheless she worshipped Him as in union with the
Infinite One, and magnified the name of the Lordl. y@s, it was her faith that made her blessed{laand
same faith may be in us.

When the Savior uttered this text He meant toteahe woman who had pronounced His mother
blessed—"You, too, are blessed if you hear the vadr@od, and keep it. You, good woman, have said,
Blessed is My mother; but to you | reply, No, beEssare you also, if hearing the word that has been
spoken to you this day you place it in your heamn keep it in your soul as a hidden treasure.5 Thi
blessing is open to all of us who by divine graearhthe gospel with our hearts. Dear friends, let m
congratulate you on your position. Blessed are yeans, for they hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Blessed are you that you may sing today, “Unto akilal is born, unto us a son is given, and His @am
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mightydGbhe Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
Blessed are you if you lay up the witness of Gogldar hearts, remembering it, treasuring it, amohdj
upon it. You are truly favored if the word of Godells in you richly. Christ in you the hope of gjas
your heart’s delight.

| now ask you to notice that this preferable hlegss found in a very simple mannéBlessed are
they that hear the word of God, and keep it.” Thecess is stripped of all ambiguity or mystery;réhis
nothing about it that is hard or difficult, “Hedret word, and keep it"—that is all.

By the grace of God the most uneducated, the sin8il, the most despairing, may stiear the
word of God, and keep it. “Faith comes by heariagg hearing by the word of God,” and by faith
comes salvation. To hear God’s word is the priwled the poor; yes, of all to whom the word is spo-
ken, as it is written, “He that has ears to hesrhim hear.” Beloved, if you would attain to bledsess,
hear God’s worés God’s wordReceive it, not as the word of man, for in thatyvit cannot bless you,
but accept it as being the word of God to your ®enls. Hear it, therefore, with a reverent credence
which does not quibble at it, nor question it, nich sweetly yields to it. You shall be blessegaf
hear it as the word of God ought to be heard. Batswhile God speaks; let judgment, imaginatiord a
desire, all bow before Jehovah'’s voice.

Let the word fully operate upon you, while youuksits meekly at Jesus’ feet. Be receptive. Re-
ceive the truth with no wish but to understanchidl aetain it. Hear it with your understanding, ean&
to know what it means, that you may be nourished.byo not let it come in one ear and go out the
other, otherwise it may leave condemnation beinouit hear it as a man would hear who was lisggnin
to a father whom he loved and reverenced. Listea agn listens who is eagerly catching at news—
news which concerns himself and his highest intsyéar, in fact, as though God spoke. Israeldstoo
trembling about the foot of Sinai because the Lspdke in tones of thunder, you should hear with the
same reverence, though not with the same alarrméch reverence is due to God’s word out of His
inspired Book as to that same word thundered ouh@fthick darkness and the flames of fire. God in
these last days has spoken to us by His Son Jetwsjs the express image of His person, and the
brightness of His glory. Hear this incomparable avaiith all your powers and faculties. Let heart and
mind and thought and memory and reason attendatovthich the Lord says to us. So listening, you
shall live. “Blessed are they that hear the wor&od.”

But we mustkeepit, too. Now, to keep a thing you must first getBlessed are they that grasp at
what they hear, saying, “That means me.” Blessedlay who take home to themselves the truths re-
vealed, who, when they hear that Jesus died, $#g,6ved me, and gave Himself for me.” Hug the
truth to your souls; grapple it to your hearts withoks of steel. When you have laid hold uponegk
it against all comers. “Skin for skin, yes, alltlaaman has will he give for his life,” and let twerd of
God be life to you. Hold the word of God as dedhan this mortal life, and sooner part with alinigjs
upon earth than yield a syllable of this pricelessd. So hold it as to remember it, to meditaterupo
to feed upon it. So hold it as to assimilate ityden a man gets bread into himself and it build$is
frame, becoming one with himself, so that theraasgetting him away from it or it from him. Read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest the word. Holdlstoaby obeying it. Yield yourself up to its swayey
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the precept, catch its spirit, follow out the woll God. If we thus hear and keep the word of Gad, o
Master declares that however blessed may be tgmoaf whom He was born, still more are we blessed,
because we are hearing the word of God, and kedfpihggain cannot help saying, happy are the lips
that have to speak this morning, and to tell yoa bfessing not shut up to a few, nor long ago tspgn

on one favored person, but open to all such asijgyiear and willingly retain the word of God.

But why is this blessing so very remarkable?,Imyg dear friends, becaugas spiritual. Everything
that is of the flesh must die. All relationshipsQdrist that were carnal passed away. Those who had
known Him after the flesh, before long after thesfi knew Him no more. When He had risen from the
dead He said to the holy woman, “Touch Me not,”W#s not now to be known in an outward fashion.
Today no one is rated high in the kingdom of Gaztduse, like James, he was “the Lord’s brother,” or
like the apostles, the Lord’'s attendants, or likarjyl the Lord’s mother. In the spiritual kingdontare
tionship is not of blood or of birth. All externdistinctions of place, race, and descent are diealis
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him mustralap Him in spirit and in truth.” The Father seeks
such to worship Him, and such He finds, but nothetsg is precious in His sight. To hear the word of
God aright is a spiritual act. To keep that wordaispiritual operation, affecting the heart, tha-co
science, and the whole man, and hence it is lgsyes, everlasting, and for this reason it starigh h
above everything else in the estimation of the &aas a ground of blessedness.

Now listen to me for a moment while | set fortle #xcellence of this blessedness. If those who hear
God’s word and keep it are more blessed than exanary who was the mother of our Lord, then any
other form of blessedness must be very secondahetbearing of the word of God and keeping it. For
instance, do you happen to be rich? Say not tleatith are blessed, “blessed are they that heavdine
of God, and keep it.” Are you endowed with taleDi® not wrap yourselves up in conceit, do not say,
“Blessed are we because we have great gifts.” $iesre they that hear the word of God, and keep it
Are you a person held in high esteem, and justiguael?—yet do not make an idol of man’s regard, for
“Blessed are they that hear the word of God, amep ke&” Have you attained to considerable influéhce
Then thank God for it, and use it rightly, but renteer that this is not blessedness, but “Blessethase
that hear the word of God, and keep it.” Are yojogimg good health? That is one of the greatest of
earthly blessings, whatever else you miss, yolargyt have a great favor in being free from pain an
disease, but health is not blessedness. “Blessethay that hear the word of God, and keep ityolf
were on a sickbed in the most poverty strickerc attithis city, and if you had no gifts, and hacev
lost your sight, yet if inwardly you heard the wartilGod and kept it, you would be blessed amid all
your poverty.

| am going a step further; if any of you possegs heligious privileges do not pride yourselves on
them as though these alone were blessedness;\eljlesised are any who hear God’s word, and keep it.
Somebody might have said, blessed were the apogiftethey cast out devils and healed the sick. Did
they not go back to the Master and say, “Even #é@lsl are subject unto us through Your name”?
“Yes,” said He, “notwithstanding in this rejoicetnbut rather rejoice, because your names areenritt
in heaven.” Perhaps you will say, “Blessed is tr@mwho can preach to a multitude. Blessed is the ma
who can lead thousands to Christ.” It is so, buf Y@lessed are they that hear the word of God, and
keep it.” Blessed is the Sunday school teacher, sges her children saved. Yes, the successful worke
is blessed, but even more certainly is he blesdetdlivears and keeps the sacred word. This blegsing r
es above all others, and shines with a more heavadiance. Again | add, what a mercy that it ithwi
in our reach!

This should warn you against priding yourselvesrugour relationship to good or great men. Do
not say, “My father was a minister,” or, “My mothisra saint in heaven.” Yes, there is an honor aibou
such a pedigree, but true blessedness comes tiatiway, or else Ishmael, and Esau, and Absalam ha
been blessed. Not he that is born after the fleahhe that is according to promise, is truly béess
There is no form of blessedness which exceedsothiearing the word of God, and keeping it. This
seems a commonplace business, but it is not commtire sight of God. This which appertains to the
whole family of hearers and believers is, afterthké gem of the casket, the Kohinoor among thelgw
Since to hear the word of God and keep it is adridgphessing than to bring forth the Babe of Betatah
it is superior to all other imaginable blessingsalilcan be found beneath the skies.
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lll. So now we close by considering this as A BLESSEDSIH® BE AT ONCE ENJOYED. |
breathe to heaven this earnest prayer that we rmayenter into this blessedness. Let us see if we ca
not sit still in our seats for a while, and drimkthis wine on the lees well refined.

This blessedness belongs to the predtliessed are they that are hearing the word of, God keep-
ing it. It is not a remote, but an immediate blessss. While you are hearing and keeping God’s word
you are then blessed. The blessedness is for tirslwvand for you. “But | am so cast down.” Yest bu
you are blessed! “Alas! | bear such a burden dic#ifins.” Yes, but you are blessed! “Alas! | havet
known a good time of late.” No, but you are ble$séuur blessedness does not depend upon your fan-
cies and feelings. If you hear the word of God, k@ep it, you are at this moment blessed. But eags
“If an angel appeared to me, and said, ‘Blessedyaveamong women,’ | would be very happy.” Be-
hold, the angels’ Lord and King appears to you th@ning in this blessed Book, and speaks out of it
with living, loving tones, saying, “Blessed are yhbat hear the word of God, and keep it.” You are
blessed! Does not that assurance make you happy@ghit to do so. It ought to fill you with a calse-
rene delight. Jesus says | am blessed, and thugtor the moment sense does not confirm theadecl
ration, yet faith believes it. “Blessed is she thalieves: for there shall be a performance oftliegs
that are spoken.” Faith finds a present blessedndbe word of God which she hears and keeps.

That blessedness lies, in a great measure, inéhg act of hearing and keeping God’s wolatan
speak experientially in this instance. | bear m{ness that whenever God speaks to me | feel ienkist
ing to His voice a blessedness. The act of bowiegtind to receive communications from God is most
pleasurable, and the actual sense of those comatiams is supremely so. When | sit down with my
opened Bible, and let the divine truth enter my dnamd permeate my thoughts and my affections, |
would not change places with the angel Gabrielh&ar the voice of God as truth is spoken home to my
heart by the Holy Spirit is better music to my sthdn could be yielded by harps of angels or sarfigs
shining ones. | hope that sometimes in this hodggrayer, when the gospel has been preached, and
God has spoken through me, you have felt an exeggdy in hearing His word. You have felt “Oh,
that these services could last forever!” and yoeehsghed for the place—

“Where congregations never break up,

And Sabbaths have no end.”
Hearing the word of God is in itself an intenseigldl | do not mean the bare hearing of sermons, no
the reading of good books, nor even the readirtheBible in the letter, but when the inner eaeislly
affected by God's own word, oh then we know lifeddight, and heaven! The primeval darkness
passed away when God sent forth His word. He shight be,” and light was. The entrance of His
word gives light. All other lights seem dim candsmpared with this divine sun. If the Lord’s word
has ever said, “Peace be unto you,” then the Lasdldteathed His own calm into your heart, and you
have felt that you are truly blessed.

This blessedness lies also in the retaining of Sadrd in the soul, in the laying it up and stayiib,
and especially in the obeying of it. When | feelnmh doing God’s will | am supremely happy. Active
obedience is present enjoyment to the spiritualdmim keeping His commandments there is great re-
ward. Whenever you have a question about a codrsenmluct, you are unhappy in it, but when you
feel, “This which | am about to do is according@od’s mind, | have scriptural warrant for it, andrh
called to it,” why then you are perfectly at edéeverybody were to quibble, you would not mindda
if you yourself suffered in consequence of doingydu would take joyfully the spoiling of your goad
Assured obedience to the word is the surest roadtesent happiness.

When a man has once broken the shell of carnalitgl, has burst forth into the new world where
God can be heard, he has entered the kingdom @Ehe&od cannot be heard in this carnal nature of
ours, which is like the adder, which cannot be cteatt. While we are ruled by the flesh we are in-a si
lent land as to God, but when we break loose ofl#sh, and enter into the new world of spiritué |
and peace, then we are conscious that God has coigatians with us, for that is what is meant by His
“word,” and this fact blesses us. When the Lord iflests Himself to us as He does not unto the
world—this is heaven! Whether we are in the bodyutr of it, the reception of communications from
God to our hearts, and the storing up of those comications, is a blessedness which excels all that
Mary could have known merely as being after thehflthe mother of Jesus. Beloved, | do not need to
expatiate here, for this is a matter for experartest rather than for verbal description. Blesaesl
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they, yes, infinitely blessed are they, who hearword of God, and keep it. The hearing of it amel t
keeping of the word are in themselves blessedness.

This blessing is not dependent upon outward circantes If you hear God’s word and keep it you
may be very ill, and yet in spirit you will be wellou may be very feeble, and yet in spirit youl wi
strong; you may be dying, and yet you shall not fie he that hears the word of God shall never see
death. In listening to the Lord you have reachedgeon from which you look down upon the dust and
smoke of time and sense. The things which areleisite transient dreams which have small power over
you now that the word of the Lord has brought yauaf the grave of the visible into the living warbf
the invisible. “We walk by faith, not by sight,” drithough now we see not our God, yet in our heagts
hear him, and this hearing fills us with joy undpsae and full of glory. It is a matter of experoen
and therefore though | should speak ten thousandsalocould not set it forth. | exhort you to tityfor
yourselves.

Behold, my hearer, there lies at your feet thetrposcious jewel that ever sparkled before a mon-
arch’s eye. Neither earth nor heaven can prodgceuperior. You are a hearer, be a hearer, a eaal h
er. But be you not a hearer only, but a doer ofabed, for that man is blessed in his deed. Thedad-
ness of hearing and keeping the word of God, vall prize it, or will you scorn it? What do you say;
will you trample this pearl under your feet? | prgyu, do not so. Oh take this peerless, pricelésssb
edness! It lies so near you; do not miss it. If go&t wise you will listen to the voice of ancienbphecy
which says, “Incline your ear, and come unto Merhand your soul shall live.” Every man desires
happiness, and here it is. Blessedness is theatispiof us all; lo, it lies before you. Wise menwe for
blessedness, and even fools wish for it. My heaviélryou have it? You have not to climb to heaten
win it, nor dive to hell to earn it. You need noaiwfor ecstasies, nor stop till you have acquigesat
learning, or suffered severe trials; the word iarngu, in your mouth and in your heart. If withuyo
heart you will believe on the Lord Jesus, and witlir mouth make confession of Him, you shall be
saved; or, to put it in the words of the text, “iHé@& word of God, and keep it.” As soon as youehav
done this, while you are doing it, and as long @s go it, in hearing and in keeping God’s wordr¢he
shall come to you a double blessing. God has lilegse, and you shall be blessed. Did you come in
here this morning under a conscious curse? Coree, tiear the word of the Lord, and the curse is
turned into a blessing. Has the blessing of foraeys seemed to fade of late? Then, again, hear and
keep the good word of God. All other doctrine w#luse your blessedness to dwindle.

If you are faint and weary, plunge into the wofd>@d as a man does into a bath when he desires to
be refreshed. You shall rise out of the waves whtrevived, refreshed, happy, blessed. O my hgarer
the blessedness of my own soul lies at this monmehstening to the word of the living God; how |
wish you all knew this sweetness! Then shall youngpwomen be blessed virgins, and you mothers
blessed matrons, and all of us blessed men anddolegsomen. “You are the seed of the blessed of the
Lord, and your offspring with you.” God says, “Slyrelessing | will bless you.” May you never lose a
sense of that blessing! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 1:26-56.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—485, 775, 493.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
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