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“For this commandment which | command you this daiyjs not hidden from you, neither is it far off.

It is not in heaven, that you should say, Who shgt up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, thae may hear it,
and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that ydwsld say, Who shall go over the sea for us, anthgrit unto us,
that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is yarigh unto you, in your mouth, and in your heartat you may do it.”
Deuteronomy 30:11-14.

OUR Lord Jesus Christ, in John’s gospel, in theyfsixth verse of the fifth chapter, says, “Moses
wrote of Me.” Hence we may safely interpret mucétthloses said, not only of the law, but also of the
gospel; indeed, the law itself was given primatdydrive men to the gospel, it was meant to shamth
the impossibility of salvation by their own worled so to shut them up to a salvation which islavai
ble even for sinners. The types of sacrifice andfipation pointed to the method of pardon for the
guilty by faith and acceptance for sinners by &tegusness, not their own. This is certainly onéhef
passages in which Moses wrote of the Savior yebioe.

We are not, however, left to conjecture this, foe ipostle Paul, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, has quoted this passage in the tenth chaptas Epistle to the Romans. He has given usracs
paraphrase of it, not quoting it with verbal exasis but giving its sense, and then inserting Wis in-
terpretation of that sense, which interpretaticeeirsg that he spoke under the direct influencehef t
Spirit of God, may be accepted as decisive. Thet3yiGod best knew what He meant by the words
which He spoke by Moses. Even if Moses himself matyaltogether have meant the same, the Spirit's
own meaning must stand. | believe, however, thas@dadid intend that which Paul attributes to him,
and that he saw in the whole revelation of God unide ancient dispensation the spirit, the esdentia
spirit, of the gospel, which was more fully decthte us by our Lord Jesus Christ. In this instanee
was not speaking of the law as given upon Sinavgeifview it as a covenant of works. | showed yas th
by reading the first verse of the twenty-ninth dieapwhich is the preface to the passage now befsre
There we read, “These are the words of the covemdmnth the Lord commanded Moses to make with
the children of Israel in the land of Modigside the covenant which He made with them in IHHoné/e
must understand Moses to be speaking now of Godisaf salvation as it is set forth in the types] an
sacrifices, and ordinances of the Mosaic dispemsatwhich Paul calls, “the righteousness of faith.”
Paul interprets him as speaking of the gospelfjtaald using these remarkable words concerningasalv
tion by grace.

What is meant by these words is this—that the wasatvation is plain and clear, it is not concealed
among the mysteries of heaven, “It is not in heavkat you should say, Who shall go up for us to
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may heandta@o it?” Neither is it wrapped up among the pmfu
dities of deep, unrevealed secrecy, “Neither ®itond the sea, that you should say, Who shallvgo o
the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we negy lit, and do it?” But the way of salvation is ungbt
home to us, given to us in a handy form, and lattliw grasp of our understanding; it is spokendaru
human language, and brought within the compassimiam emotions. We can speak it with our mouths,
and enjoy it with our hearts. It is a households$tge, not a foreign rarity. It is not so remotarirus
that only they can know it that travel far to makecoveries, neither is it so sublimely difficuitat only
they can grasp it that have soared to heaven arghcked the secrets of the book sealed with seven
seals. It is brought to our doors like the manmal #ows at our feet like the water from the rottks,
as Moses says, “very near to us;” yes, very neaatd one who hears the gospel, for Moses puts it i
the singular, “It is very nigh untgou, in your mouth, and in your heart, that you maytdo
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I. And so | begin my discourse this morning with thist head, THE WAY OF SALVATION IS
PLAIN AND SIMPLE. You have neither to look skywarsr seaward to find it out; here it is before
you, near as your tongue, inseparable from youoas geart. You have neither to rise to the sublime,
nor sink to the profound, it lies before you anmpgecret. As says Moses in the last verse of tbe-pr
ous chapter, “The secret things belong unto thel loor God: but those things which are revealed be-
long unto us and to our children forever.”

| think we might have expected this if we consider theraaitiGod,who has made this wonderful
revelation. When God speaks to a man with a viewidcsalvation, it is but natural that in His wisdo
He should so speak as to be understood. It is @om which leads teachers to become obscure, if
they teach at all, they should adapt themselvebdalisciple’s capacity. No doubt some men have ob-
tained a reputation for wisdom because they havd@en understood, but this was fictitious, and un-
worthy of true men. If they had possessed the Isigivesdom, they would have aimed at making matters
clear when their objective was to instruct. As aagal rule, when a speaker is not clear to hisdiear
is because the thought is not clear to himselfs Thn never be supposed of Him who knows all things
and sees all things as they are. The only wise &milinds to us in all wisdom and prudence in His
manner of imparting to us the knowledge of His wtlaching, He does teach, and explaining, He does
clearly explain. There may be, and there is, ausiddiliness in the minds of sinful men, but theseno
such obscurity in the revelation itself as to excuogen for this blindness. God, who is infinitelyse
would not give to us a revelation upon the vitainpof salvation, and then leave it so much in diaek
that it was impossible for common minds to compnehi¢ if they desired to do so. God adapts means to
ends, and does not allow men to miss of heaven facknof plainness on His part.

We expect a plain and simple revelation, becausklas made a revelation perfectly adapted for its
end, upon which no improvement can be made. Yout image noticed that when an invention first
comes before the public eye, it is almost alwaysmaated, and the reason for this lies in the fhat
it is as yet in its infancy. As the invention isgroved it is simplified. AlImost every alterationanpiece
of machinery which goes towards its perfecting,sgakso towards making it simpler, and at the last,
when the invention is complete, it is singularlgnpie. That which comes from the mind of God, being
perfect, goes directly towards its desired endinhi that certain parts of the divine revelatioe hard
to be understood, but these are intended for aucatbn, that we may exercise our minds and tha,ght
and may by the guidance of the Holy Spirit growréfioy. But in the matter of salvation, where the Iif
or death of a soul is concerned, it is needful thatvision should be plain, and our wise and guai
Lord has condescended to that necessity. In dllcivacerns repentance and faith, and the vitalersatt
of pardon and justification, there is no obscurliyt all is plain as a walking stick. He that runay
read, and he that reads may run.

You might have expected this from God, becausei®ikhcious condescension. When He deigns to
speak with a trembling seeker, it is not after t@nner of the incomprehensible doctor, but after th
manner of a father with his child, desirous that tiild should at once know his father's mind. He
makes the way so plain that the wayfaring man, ghaafool, shall not err therein. He breaks dows Hi
great thoughts to our narrow capacities, He hagpassion on the ignorant, and He becomes the teacher
of babes. Truly the knowledge which the Lord oud@uaparts to us is in itself sublime, but His manne
of teaching is gentle, for He comes with precemtruprecept, and line upon line, here a little drete a
little. He does not come down to us half-way, bet $oops to men of low estate, and while He hides
these things from the wise and prudent, He revibais unto babes, “Even so Father, for so it seemed
good in Your sight.”

Remember, my brethren, that our great Lord alwalges care that there shall be no provision made
for the pride of men. The pride of intellect Hedsahs much as any other pride. No flesh shall gtory
His presence. He takes the proud in their own ioeds, while He lifts up the humble and the meek,
therefore, we may expect that He will speak in getimat shall be open to shepherds and fishermen,
whom others call unlearned and ignorant men, leswise men of this world should exalt themselves
over the humbler sort. It is no design of the L&od Almighty that a class of self-constituted siguer
persons should monopolize the blessings of theaddsmugh the truths of revelation being wraptiup
learned terms which the vulgar cannot understahé. viarious systems of idolatry endeavored to sur-
round their false teaching with a mystic secreay,the word of our God is a revealer of things kild

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1967 Plain Gospel for Plain People 3

from the foundation of the earth. We may be sue¢ twthen God deals with men He will do nothing
which shall cause human wisdom to boast itself.eNsimall glory that, after all, their culture was ttne
thing needful to make the gospel of God effectBailosophy shall not pitch its tent in Immanueésd
and cry, “I am, and there is none beside me.” #fisr the manner of God, who bows down to the hum-
ble and the contrite, that He should make His s@imahe joy of the lowly. “Out of the mouths oflies
and sucklings have You ordained strength becaudof enemies.” Those who know the living God
do not wonder as they read such words as thesejt“iBowritten, | will destroy the wisdom of theise,

and will bring to nothing the understanding of {hreident. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the disputer of this world? Has not Godienmolish the wisdom of this world? For, afterttha
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew natdGit pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that believe.”

We might also expect simplicity when we remembed#sign of the plan of salvatioBod aims
distinctly by the gospel at the salvation of mem. Ibids us preach the gospel to every creatureadt h
needs be a simple gospel if it is to be preachexVéoy creature. | thank God with all my heart tinat
sage is here put on a level with the child, forgbspel must be received by him as a little chelckrves
it. If the grace of God is given to the least ededgerson in yonder village, he is as well ableeteive
the gospel as the most profound scholar in theeusity. Would any of you wish to have it otherwise?
Could you be so inhuman? Must the gospel also bsed for an aristocracy? Must the cultured few
be gratified at the expense of the ruin of the ms®s50d forbid. But it must be so unless the saving
doctrine of the gospel can be perceived by thetared many. Every generous heart delights to think
that “the poor have the gospel preached unto th&methren, to save the many the truth must be very
simple and easy to be understood, for the manpwasg with needful labor. From morning to night thei
hands are going to earn the bread that perisheis,thoughts must largely be taken up with theilyda
toil. I grant you that many are too much engrossétl the poor cares of common life, but still, to a
large extent, they will by needful occupations batsout from close study and steady thought, aegl th
must have a salvation which can be grasped at @mceheld without the strain of perpetual debdte. |
men cannot be saved without weeks and months efutastudy, they will certainly be lost. As good
have no salvation as one which is beyond ordinamprehension. Our working men need a gospel
which can be heard and thought upon while they tein daily bread. It should be clear as the suna,
simple as A B C, that they may see it, and thed itoh their memories. Give me a gospel which ban
written in a line of a boy’s copy book, or worked a girl's sampler; a gospel which the humblest cot
tager may learn, and love, and live upon.

The mass of our fellow men are not only very bumy, from their poverty and other surroundings
they never will attain to any high degree of edioratWe are thankful for all that is done by School
Boards and other agencies, but these operate éopréssent world rather than for eternal and sgikitu
things. Men may learn all that books can teach therd not be a jot nearer the knowledge of heavenly
truth. Heavenly knowledge is of another sort, amdpen to those who gain no certificates and pass n
standards. Those who know their Bibles true, and therein the appointed Savior, have not reached
that point by the learning of the schools, we may sf each one of them, “Blessed are you; for flesh
and blood has not revealed it unto you, but My &atbhich is in heaven.” The word of life is meaot f
men as sinners, and not for men as philosophedshamce the message is made plain and clear.

Moreover, we might expect the gospel to be verynpleecause of the many feeble minds which
otherwise would be unable to receive it. Remembercdhildren. How glad we are that our boys and
girls can know and receive the Savior who saidffé8dittle children to come unto Me, and forbiceth
not”! If in order to their salvation our childrenust all be learned divines, if they must understtded
discussions of our monthly and fortnightly revielmefore they can know the Lord, they are indeechin a
evil case. Then might we close our Sunday schaeisg convinced that the children must perish,tor a
least must wait until they reach a riper age. Wouwd have it so? O sirs! | am sure you would nat; r
ther would you help to gather in the lambs.

Remember, also, that many return to feeblenessrad n their old age. How many who displayed
considerable strength of intellect in middle lifed their faculties failing them as their years tiphy!

We want a gospel which an old man can grasp wigtt and hearing are failing him, when the memory
is weakened, and the judgment is enfeebled. We wauspel which can be laid hold upon in second
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childhood, otherwise our venerable sires will ntiss staff on which they have leaned so long, ahdrot
aged persons who have reached the eleventh hdwowitaith in Jesus must be abandoned in despair.
Would you have it so? There is not one among usabald so desire it.

Remember, once more, the many feeble intellectsiwdiie to be found on all hands—not imbecile,
but still not intellectual; not without thought amelason, but yet with an exceedingly narrow ranige o
understanding. Shall these be shut out by a coatplic philosophical gospel? We cannot think so. Ra-
ther do we bear testimony that we have known mamrggms strong in faith, giving glory to God, and
well instructed in divine doctrine, although in tjuelgment of boastful wits they have been uttedg-d
pised. The gospel of our salvation saves the femliheled as well as the clever; it reaches the slod/
dull as well as the quick and bright. Is it not Wekhould be so? The Lord has given a gospel whie
may grasp who can scarcely grasp anything elsehdseput before us a way of salvation, in which
trembling feet may safely tread and find no causgtumbling. Our gospel needs not that we soar upon
wings of imagination up to the heaven of sublimitgy dive with profound research into the unfathom-
able sea of mystery; the Lord has brought it n&amput it into our mouths, and laid it near ourrtga
that we who are of the common sort may take ituselves and enjoy its blessings.

What think you, my friends, would become of thendyif the gospel were intricate and complex?
How would even the saints derive consolation intlié@m a labyrinth of mysteries? We are called at
times to visit persons who are in their last hopessing to judgment without God and without hdpe.
is a sorrowful business. It is always a causearhbling with us, when we have to deal with the inipe
tent upon the borders of the eternal world. Butweelld never visit another sick bed, for we can meve
talk with another dying man with any hope, if wadheot a gospel to take to such, which can be made
plain even to those whose minds are bewildered #meidhadows of the grave. We need a gospel which
a man may receive as he takes a draught of medminketter still, as he takes a cup of cold watan
the nurse at his bedside. We should expect, threxefimm the design of the gospel to save the many,
and to save even the least intelligent of men,itlstould be very simple, and so we find it.

Furthermore, dear friendsie see that it is so, if we look at its result~or you see your calling,
brethren, how that not many wise men after thehflaet many mighty, not many noble, are called: but
God has chosen the foolish things of the world dofeund the wise; and God has chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things whicle amighty; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, has God chosen, yes, and thilmigh are not, to bring to nothing things that.are
God’s chosen are usually a people of honest andicdanind, who are willing rather to believe than to
dispute. The Holy Spirit has opened their hearshds not made them subtle and quibbling. He hias no
put them upon the key of perpetual doubting, andiog at nothing, but He has tuned them to another
note, namely, to incline their hearts and come uhé&Lord Jesus, and hear that their souls may live
Hence it follows, that the mass of those who folkn Lord Jesus are not anxious to be numbered with
the wise and the philosophical; they are contetiiterato be believers in revelation than proficient
speculation. To us the knowledge of Christ crudifi® the most excellent of the sciences, and tlee do
trine of the cross is the loftiest of all philosoggh We had rather receive the word of our Lorditds
children than be held in repute as “men of thotight.

You shall find that those who have preached the@gowith the most acceptance, whatever their
natural gifts and abilities, have almost alwaysnbpersons who have preferred to use great plairofess
speech. They have felt the gospel to be in itselbeautiful that to adorn it with meretricious ament
would be to dishonor it. They could say with P&lflour gospel is hid, it is hid to them that awest.”

“We use great plainness of speech.” We are not@sel| who put a veil over his face. True servahts o
God take away every veil that they can remove abdrlto set forth Christ evidently crucified among
the people. The more they have done this, the inaseGod been pleased to own their message to the
conversion of souls.

But, Beloved, | need not argue from what we exmectee, | bid yodook to the revelation itself,
and see if it is not near unto us. Even in the ddy¥loses, how plain some things were! It must have
been plain to every Israelite that man is a sinogrerwise why the sacrifice, why the purgationd tre
cleansings? The whole Levitical economy proclainaémd that man has sinned; all the Ten Com-
mandments thundered out this truth! They couldavaid knowing it. It was plain also that salvatisn
by sacrifice. Not a day passed without its mornamgl evening lambs. All the year round there were
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special sacrifices by which the doctrine of atoneihiy blood was clearly declared. It was writtegatl

as a sunbeam, “without shedding of blood thereigsamission.” Plain enough also was the doctrine of
faith, for each bringer of a sacrifice laid his hand upos victim, confessing his sin, and by that act he
transferred his sin to the offering. Thus faith wsgsically described as that act by which we acdbet
propitiation prepared of God, and recognize the-Giwén Substitute. It was also clear to every ls@ae
that this cleansing was not the effect of the tgpgacrifices themselves, otherwise they wouldhaote
been repeated year by year and day by day, foaakwvrell puts it, the conscience being once purged,
there would be no necessity for further sacrifitbe remembrance of sin was made over and over
again, to let Israel know that the visible saceéfigointed to the real way of cleansing, and waantnie

set forth that blessed Lamb of God which takes awvaysin of the world. In many ways the Jew was put
off from resting in forms and ceremonies, and wiascted to the inner truth, the spiritual substance
which is Christ. Equally clear it must have beemvery Israelite that the faith which brings thedfe

of the great sacrifice is a practical and operatarth which affects the life and character. Counély
were they exhorted to serve the Lord with their ighweart. They were exhorted to holiness and warned
against transgression, and taught to render headglience to the commandments of the Lord. So that,
dim as the dispensation may be considered to hese Bs compared with the gospel day, yet actually
and positively it was sufficiently clear. Even th#he word was near” to them, “in their mouth amd i
their heart.”

If I may say thus much of the Mosaic dispensatiamay boldly assert thah the gospel of Christ
the truth is now made more abundantly manifiskises brought the moonlight, but in Jesus thehsin
risen, and we rejoice in His meridian beams. Begthblessed are our eyes that we see, and outhaars
we hear, things which prophets and kings in vasirdd to see and hear. Now our Lord speaks plainly,
and uses no proverb. In our streets we hear thgegjand have no need to ride the sky or scous¢he
to find it. This day we hear every man in his owngue wherein he was born the wonderful works of
God.

Il. Secondly, THE WORD HAS COME VERY NEAR TO US. | waydur earnest attention to this
point. | beg those of you who are unconverted t@r kngth attention. To us all the gospel has conmg ve
near; to the inhabitants of these favored islés @mphatically so. “The word is very near unto yiou
your mouth.” It is a thing which you can speak iy have talked about it; you still talk of it.i# “fa-
miliar in your mouths as household words.” Mostofl are able to speak it to others, for you leaihed
in your catechisms, you repeated it to your Surstdypol teachers. You sing it in your hymns; youdrea
it in books, and tracts, and pamphlets, and yotewtin letters to your friends. | am glad thauyeave
it upon your tongues; the more it is so, the bgetiat how near it has come! Oh, that your tongug ma
also be able to say, “I believe it. | accept Jemumy Savior. | avow my faith before men!” Thenlvtil
be nearer still. Oh, that God the Holy Spirit magajously lead you to do so! The word of life is
thing unknowable, and consequently unspeakable aithing that can be spoken of by tongues liks ou
when we sit in the house or walk by the way. Theagthought of God has come very near to us when it
can be expressed in the speech of men. | dare jubnidl boldly, to speak of my own ministry, and of
you as my hearers that the word comes very negoudrom this pulpit, for | have always aimed a& th
utmost plainness of speech and directness of azldfésre is not one among you but what may under-
stand the gospel which you hear from me every Shbthay. If you perish it is not for want of plain
speaking. The word is on your tongue.

Moses also added, “and in your heart.” By the hewgith the Hebrews, is not meant the affections,
but the inward parts, including the understandMy.dear hearers, you can understand the gospel. Tha
whoever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ shalsé#eed, is not a dark saying. Salvation by grace
through faith is a doctrine as plain as the nosgaur face. That Jesus Christ gave Himself to dithe
room and stead of men, that whosoever believesrimrright not perish, but have everlasting lifeais
thing to be understood of the least educated uhdaven. Moreover, the doctrines of the gospel are
such that our inward nature bears witness to th wf them. When we preach that men are sinners,
your conscience says, “That is true.” When we declhat there is salvation by sacrifice, your under
standing agrees that this is a gracious mode bghw@Giod is just, and the justifier of him that beds.
Even if you are not saved by it, you cannot hellifg that it is a system worthy of God that Hewdbo
save, through the gift of His only-begotten Soraasacrifice for sin. If you believe it, this gospell
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appear so plainly true that every part of your reatuill attest it. Many of us have accepted thig/\wé
salvation; now we love it and delight in it, andu® it seems the most simple, and at the samethtiene
most sublime system that could be conceived of. [@art drinks it in as Gideon’s fleece drank in the
dew. Our souls live on it, and in it, as the figre$ in the sea. We rejoice in the gospel as theets
smile in the sun. How glad we are that we haveangbspel wrapped up in hieroglyphics, or entombed
in cold metaphysics! It has entered our hearthyvetlls within us, and has become our bosom’s Lord.

There are no difficulties and obscurities aboutdgbsepel except such as we, ourselves create. What
we think to be its darkness is really our blindndsgou do not believe the gospel, why is it tiyati do
not believe it? It is supported by the best of ewmitk, and it is in itself evidently true. The reasor
your unbelief lies partly in the natural tendendytlte human heart towards legalism. Human nature
cannot believe in free grace. It is accustomedutorty and selling, and therefore it must bring i@gm
its hand; to have everything for nothing seemsabihe question. The notion of a wage to be earmed
natural enough, but that eternal life is the gifGod is not so readily perceived, yet so it isale heard
that a missionary trying to make an Oriental uni@derd salvation by grace, set it out in many ways to
him and failed, until at last he cried, “Salvatimna backsheeslof the Almighty.” Then the Eastern
caught the idea. Eternal life is the free gift afd>which He bestows on men not because of anything
them, or anything that they have done, or feljprmmised, but because of His own infinite bountyd a
the delight which He has in showing mercy. You adrget the idea of grace into a natural man’s head,
it requires a divine surgical operation to openay \ior this truth into our mercenary minds; yese#
guires that we be made anew before we will s€hiait God freely forgives, and that He loves mee-sol
ly and only because He is love, is a thought diyisenple, but our selfish prejudices refuse toegutat.

In many instances it is pride that makes the goappkar so difficult. You cannot think that Jesus
saves you, and that all you have to do is to addepfinished salvation. Like Naaman, you would-pre
fer to do some great thing. You want to be somethito you not? Human nature craves to have a little
hand in salvation—to feel something, to groan &aoetime, or despair to a certain length, but wtren
gospel comes with the one message, “Believe ard’ [pride will not consent to be saved on such pau-
perizing terms. Yet so it is; accept it, and yowehd; stretch out your hand and take what God most
freely gives. The gospel itself is plain enouglatbeart humbled by grace. When the scales of priele
removed from the eyes we see well enough. Alaghiunbelief that grows out of this pride, and @iut
our natural enmity against God! Man will believeybaady but his God. Any lie in the newspaper has
legs with which to run round the world, but a grandh that leaps from the lips of Jehovah Himself
made to limp in the presence of ungodly men. Umiegetie men cannot and will not believe their God.
This is also caused by the love of sin. Those whmat wish to give up their favorite sins pretehd t
gospel is very difficult to understand, or quitepimssible to accept, and so they excuse themseadves f
going on in their iniquity. After all, does any megally feel that it is right to throw the blameta$ un-
belief upon God? Do you dare to make the gospetadiuse of your ruin? Do you ask pity for yourself,
as if you could not help being an enemy to God, amdjecter of His way of mercy? Do you murmur
that you cannot see? Who has closed your eyes® @hemone as blind as those who will not see, your
blindness is willful. You do not understand; do yeish to understand? Nothing is as incomprehensible
as that which we do not want to comprehend. If gownot desire to be reconciled to God, is it wonder
ful that you dream that God is unwilling to be necibed to you? O soul, | beseech you, do not impute
your damnation to your God, who in infinite goodhiéas brought His word so very near to you! Salva-
tion is of the Lord, but damnation is of man only.

There | leave the matter. | can bring you to théewaut | cannot make you drink. May God the Ho-
ly Spirit apply to your hearts and consciencesitigortant truth that, whether you enter it or rithe
kingdom of God has come near unto you!” O Lordngthat none of these, my hearers, may put from
them Your word, and count themselves unworthy eifretl life!

lIl. I close with this, that THE DESIGN OF THIS SIMPLICY, AND NEARNESS OF THE
GOSPEL IS THAT WE SHOULD RECEIVE IT. Observe hove ttext expressly words it—“The word
is very near unto you, in your mouth and in youarti¢hat you may do it.*That you may do it.” You,
who have your Bibles open, will note that the tifelferse finishes—“That we may hear it, and do it,”
The thirteenth verse also says, “That we may heand do it,” that is twice; but when it comes be t
third time, in the fourteenth verse, it is not, &twe may hear it and do it,” but, “That we mayidb

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1967 Plain Gospel for Plain People 7

You have had enough of hearing, some of you; youe leeard until your ears must almost ache with
hearing. You begin now to say, “It is the old stome are always hearing that, and nothing elselt Wi
you not go a step further, and be no longer heardy® “Now, then, do it.”

The gospel is not sent to men to gratify their asity, by letting them see how other people get to
heaven. Christ did not come to amuse us, but teemadus. His word is not written for our astonishtnen
but, “these are written, that you may believe tledus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that\bege
you may have life through His name.” Ever has tbepgl a present, urgent, practical errand. It says
each man, “I have a message from God unto yowrids, “Today!” and warns men not to harden their
hearts. Observe again how the text puts its ladtesd in the singular. You céear it in the plural—
“That wemay hear it, and do it,” but the actuding is always in the singular—“Thgbumay do it.” |
cannot come round to everybody in the Tabernaaolke take a seat by your side for a minute, but hwis
| could do so, and put my hand on every unconvgregdon and say, “The word is very near unto you,
in your mouth, and in your heart, that you maytdo i

As the word of the Lord is not sent to gratify asity, so also it is not sent to coolly inform yolua
fact which you may lay by on the shelf for futurgeuGod does not send you an anchor to hang up in
your boathouse, but, as you are already at sgaise¢he anchor on board for present use. The bsspe
sent us as manna for today, to be eaten at onseaolbe our spending money as well as our treasur

Oh, my hearer, as you are a dying man, | chargety@ccept at once the present salvation, so that
you may at once do what the word requires of you.

It is not even sent to you merely to make you atthoin opinion as to religious matters, although
many persons seem to think that this is the omgytheedful. Remember, that perdition for the orthod
will be quite as horrible as eternal ruin for thetdrodox. It will be a dreadful thing to go to heith a
sound head and a rotten heart. Alas! | fear thattesof you will only increase your own misery as you
increase your knowledge of the truth, because youat practice what you know. God save us from
dead knowledge, and give us the gracious actiochwikithe fruit of knowing, “That you may do it!”

Oh, that I could forego language now, and thathegrt could speak in some mysterious inward
fashion to your hearts! Oh, that the Holy SpirituMbnow incline each of you to serious personaratt
tion to this matter! Oh, my hearer, you have cometo listen to me “that you may do it!” Oh, thiat
may be done!

What is to be done? There are two things to be .déin&, that you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Savior. Take Him to be your sacrifice, ttidsn wholly and alone from this time forth as your
ransom from sin. Take Him to be your Lord as wsllyaur Savior, yield yourself up to Him as your
prophet, priest and king. Let Jesus be your allinand be you wholly His. The second thing i yau
confess your Lord with your mouth. Avow yourselftte a believer in Jesus, and a follower of Him. Do
this in His own way, for He has said, “He that beés, and is baptized, shall be saved.” But let you
confession be sincere, do not lie to the Lord. @ssfthat you are His follower, because you areeithde
so, and henceforth all your life bear His cross fmtidw Him. This is what you are to do; to yieldwyr-
self up to Him whom God has appointed to save ldapfe from their sins.

“But,” says one “I thought that there was a cereperience.” Indeed there is an experience, but al
true experience ends in this, in leading the hteasiccept Christ as its Savior. “But | thought,ysan-
other, “that you would dwell at length upon the wof the Holy Spirit.” | rejoice in that work, analill
tell you a great deal about it at another time,tbatchief work of the Holy Spirit is to strip yad your-
self, and bring you to receive that simple wordzaid which is the subject of this morning’s disceurs
“Well,” says one, “I grant you that it is simpletHink it is even too simple.” | know it, | know. iAnd
because it is so simple, therefore you kick againatvhat folly! Hence you need the Holy Spirit to
bring you to accept it. Sometimes you quarrel beealiis too hard, and next because it is too eHsg.
shows how hard and stubborn a thing is the wilinain. Almighty grace is required to bring you to ac-
cept your own salvation. To lead you to take Chindte your Savior needs a miracle of grace! Leb Hi
save you, that is all, but this is too much for puwud self-confidence. Oh, strange resistanceipgo
the deep depravity of man’s nature, that he witlyield even to this! Again | say, the difficulty not in
the gospel, but in the man, whose evil heart voll receive the choicest gift of heaven. If you ark-
ing to have Christ, Christ is yours. The fact that are willing to receive Him proves that He hame
to you. Believe that He is yours, and be at pekig®u will now bow before the Christ of God, arake
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Him, henceforth, to be your Savior, you are savdak simple act of trusting Jesus has brought yassr |
tification, and your open confession of Him in ki&n appointed way shall bring you a fuller realiza-
tion of salvation. By coming out on the Lord’s sigeu shall gather strength to overcome the sinshwh
now beset you, and you shall be helped to workyout own salvation with fear and trembling, because
God is working in you to will and to do of His owgood pleasure.

| will preach the gospel once more, and | have ddine apostle Paul, thinking of what Moses said
about going up to the sky or down to the sea td fire sacred secret, says in effect, “That is yiyta-
ses, there was a necessity for someone to come, @ndran equal necessity for someone to go up, but
that necessity exists no longer.”

The whole gospel lies in this—there was One in baaat the right hand of the Father, very God of
very God and in order to save you, poor lost andedi sinner, this adorable Son of God came down,
down, down to the manger, to the cross, to theggrimvthe lowest parts of the earth, and down ief gr
in rejection, in agony, in death. Because He canteuthe weight and curse of sin, He came down in-
deed! Because Jesus has come down thus, and Iberpeinishment of sin, he that believes in Him is
justified. By that coming down of the Lord from kea the sinner’s sin is put away and the transgres-
sion of the believer is forgiven. Do you believéisthDo you believe that Jesus bore your sins in His
own body on the tree? Will you trust to that fa¢@U ARE SAVED! Doubt it not

So far this clears you of sin. But it was necessiaay we should not merely be washed from sin—for
that would leave us naked—but that we should bthetbwith righteousness. To that end our Lord Je-
sus rose again, and so came up from the depth. \WineRedeemer had finished His going down, and
so had made an end of sin, He had yet to bringénlasting righteousness, and so He returned by the
way which He went. He rose from the tomb, He rasenfOlivet, He rose until a cloud received Him
out of His apostles’ sight, He rose through theasppgions of the air, He rose to the pearl gaterdse
to the throne of God where He sits as one who hesnaplished His service, expecting until His ene-
mies are made His footstool. His resurrection hasidght to light our righteousness, and has covased
with it, so that at this moment every man thatdaads in a risen Savior is robed in the royal raifebe
righteousness of God. “If you believe in your hehdt God has raised Him from the dead, you slell b
saved.” O brothers, live because Jesus livespesause He has risen, sit in heaven because Ha sits
heaven.

“He that believes is justified,” so says the Sanpt Do you see this? | believe it, | believe ithwi
my whole heart, and therefore | confess it befbre multitude with my mouth, and | am saved. Will
you believe and confess. Oh, that the blessedt3pay bring you to this, this is the entrance itite
way of eternal life. This is the dawn of a day whg&hall never die down into darkness. May the leléss
Spirit bring you to this faith, and this confessiéor Jesus Christ’'s sake! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—DEUTERONOMY 30
ROMANS 10:4-10.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—916, 488, 495.
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