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“And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before wmoynfathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the &al which redeemed me from all evil, bless the l&ds
Genesis 48:15, 16.

JOSEPH was one by himself. In Jacob’s family he hkasa swan in a duck’s nest, he seemed to be
of a different race from the rest, even from higdttood. He was the son of old age, the son ofethe
ders, that is, a child who was old when he was gpimthoughtfulness and devotion. He reached an
early ripeness, which did not end in early decaycdnsequence of this, Joseph was one by himself in
the peculiarity of his trials. Through his brothdratred of him he was made to suffer greatly anldst
was sold into slavery, and underwent trials in Egypthe severest kind. “The archers have sorely
grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him.” Bugthren, see the recompense, for he had blessings
which were altogether his own. “His bow abode nersgth, and the arms of his hands were made strong
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.” He wadistinguished by the favor of God as by the disfa-
vor of his brethren. When Jacob is old and abodig¢phe gave Joseph a blessing all to himseHgduhi-
tion to that which he received with his brothersthe forty-ninth chapter we read, “Gather yoursslv
together, and hear, you sons of Jacob: and heankienlsrael, your father,” and they did so, and re-
ceived as a family such blessings as their fath@oghetic eye foresaw, but before this, “by faiitob
blessed the two sons of Joseph” at a private i@erespecially granted to them. Had not his tribula
tions abounded, his consolations would not so leneinded. Do you seem yourself, my friend, to be
marked out for peculiar sorrows? Do the arrows filicdion make your life their target, and are you
chastened above all other men? Do not be regrétiuthe arrows are winged by covenant love, which
designs by their wounds to prepare you for a spemak which will lead up to a special benediction
from your Father who is in heaven. The day will @when you will be grateful for every smart you
now endure; yes, grateful for that bitter pang wkindness from your brethren, though now it torsure
your heart. The abundance of the revelation of {Sagsually joined with a thorn in the flesh eithoer-
fore or after it. Notwithstanding your grief, thegkall yet be born to you, as to Joseph, a Manasseh
God shall make you forget all your toil, and an Euim, for God shall make you fruitful in the lanfl o
your affliction. You shall be blessed above allesth “Even by the God of your father, who shallphel
you; and by the Almighty, who shall bless you wbtessings of heaven above, blessings of the dep th
lies under, blessings of the breasts, and of thelwvdhe blessings of your father have prevailedvabo
the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmosnbdaoaf the everlasting hills: they shall be on tleadh
of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him whaat separate from his brethren.” Surely it is good
for a man that he bears the yoke in his youthshmulders shall be the better able to bear thergeve
ment when God shall lay it upon them. Instructedaffliction, the man shall become a father to his
people, and a comforter to the afflicted.

Our text tells us that Jacob blessed Joseph, anukreeive thahe blessed him through blessing his
children,which leads us to the next remark, that no chd@eor could fall upon ourselves than to see
our children favored of the Lord. Joseph is doutlssed by seeing Ephraim and Manasseh blessed.
Dear young people, to whom | now speak, your fatlsan say, “We have no greater joy than this; that
our children walk in the truth.” If any of you whawe unconverted knew the deep searching of heart of
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your parents about you, | think you would not Idoggcareless and indifferent about divine things, iéin
you could conceive the flashes of heavenly joy thatild light up your parents’ hearts if they sawiyo
saved in the Lord, it would be an inducement to fguaonsider your ways, and turn unto the Lord with
full purpose of heart. God Himself, next to givitggHis chosen the covenant of grace, can do them no
greater earthly kindness than to call their chitdriey His grace into the same covenant. Will yoti no
think of this?

Those of us who are parents are bound to do our, best our children may be partakers with us of
the divine inheritanceAs Joseph took Ephraim and Manasseh to seeaped grandfather, let us bring
our children where blessings may be expected. &dteucareful of the company into which we take our
sons and daughters. Let us never conduct them viheyemay receive harm rather than benefit. Care-
fully, lovingly, wisely, using no undue severitgtlus guide them into likely places for the divirene-
diction, and encourage them to seek the blessinthémselves by the fact that their parents arkisge
it for them. The father who will not seize everypoptunity of getting a blessing for his Ephraim and
Manasseh is not likely to see the lads seekindpligsing for themselves. Especially should thig e
taken by parents who are growing rich, whose oiffigpwill be tempted by this very fact to seek grand
society than the poor people of God can afford tHetoubt not that these two sons of Egypt’s prime
minister were exposed to exceedingly great tengoiatiAs the sons of a very wealthy and distingushe
parent, their tastes might lie in an Egyptian dicet | believe that they were nevertheless greatly
swayed to the right side, and led to worship the GibAbraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, by tla¢ ze
of their father, Joseph, and by the recollectiothef benediction of their dying grandfather. Thisrao
trace of their having inclined to the religion adetking and the nobles of Egypt, but they adhevettie
faith of their father. Oh that all the descendaft®uritan fathers might be steadfast to the puuth tof
God in these evil days!

Furthermore, observe thdtwe want to bless young people, one of the gkélmeans of doing so
will be our personal testimony to the goodness @f. @ oung men and women usually feel great inter-
est in their fathers’ life story—if it is a wortlpne—and what they hear from them of their perseral
perience of the goodness of God will abide withrth&Ve all read biographies and we value the results
of experience which we find there, but the biograplof our own relatives are peculiarly treasuesd]
when these biographies are not read, but spokeat wbnderful force they have! | recollect in my
younger days hearing a minister, blind with ageagpat the communion table, and bear witness to us
young people, who had just joined the church, ithaas well for us that we had come to put ourttras
a faithful God, and as the good man, with gredblezeess and yet with great earnestness, said tbats,
he had never regretted that he had given his be&hrist as a boy, | felt my heart leap within wi¢h
delight that | had such a God to be my God. Hisirtesy was such as a younger man could not have
borne, he might have spoken more fluently, butwieeght of those eighty years at the back of it made
the old man eloquent to my young heart. We whogaoging grey in our Master’s service ought not to
be backward to speak well of His name. Why, myhegtyou will not be able to do so much good in
heaven as you can on earth, for they all know aliayp there, but men here need our witness to the
God whom we have tried and proved. Let us makesiaea in which we may speak well of the Lord,
even the God who has fed us all our life long adkemed us from all evil. This is one of the besysv
in which to bless the lads. The benediction of Basas intertwisted with his biography; the blessing
which he had himself enjoyed he wished for thend, @nhe invoked it he helped to secure it by his pe
sonal testimony.

One thing further; | want you to note, tllacob, in desiring to bless his grandsons, intratluthem
to God He speaks of “God before whom my fathers did w&kd who blessed me all my life long.”
This is the great distinction between man and ntfagre are two races, he that fears God, and he that
fears Him not. The religion of this present agehsas it is, has a wrong direction in its courssekks
after what is called “the enthusiasm of humanibyt what we want far more is enthusiasm for God. We
shall never go right unless God is first, midst dast. | despair for benevolence when it is naeba
upon devotion. We shall not long have love to nfame do not first and chiefly cultivate love to God
What our boys need in starting in life is a Godyéd have nothing else to give them, they have emdfug
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they have God. What our girls need in quitting tloeture of home, is God'’s love in their hearts, and
whether they have fortunes or not, is a small malitefellowship with God lies the essence of thue
man life; life in God, life by the knowledge of tMost High, life through the Redeeming Angel—tlss i
life indeed.

Jacob died as one who had been delivered fronviallyes, even the evil of old age. His eyes were
dim, but that did not matter, for his faith wasaslel love to think that we are going where ouionsof
God will not be through the eye, but through theitsgl perceptions. These were brighter in Jagob i
his old age than ever before, his faith and lovieictv are the earthly forms of those perceptiongewe
apprehending God in a more forcible manner tham, ewel therefore signified little that the eyes ethi
he would need no longer were failing him. We carsat that he was in decay, after all, for he was lo
ing what he only needed in this world of shadowsl] was gaining fitness for the higher state. Hes gr
cious faculties grew as his bodily faculties destinand therefore, he felt that his life was ending
fullness of blessing such as he wished for thedobi of his dearest son. How ardently do | wishlitte
blessing for all the young people before me! Thedl@od Almighty bless you! When your earth-born
faculties fail you, may heavenly graces more thgyply their place!

All this is introduction, so now we must come aterand plunge into the discourse, and | will be
brief upon each point of it. Jacob’s testimony, wvelwgth he blessed the sons of Joseph, has in it fou
points.

I. First, HE SPEAKS OF ANCESTRAL MERCIES; he beginshathat “God, before whom my fa-
thers Abraham and Isaac did walk.” As with a pehelsketches the lives of Abraham and Isaac. He
does not fill in with coloring, but the outline perfect, you see the two men in their whole cameer
those few words—"God, before whom my fathers Abralzand Isaac did walk.”

They were men who recognized God and worshippedéiyond all others of their age. God was to
them a real existence; they spoke with God, and spmde with them; they were friends of God, and
enjoyed familiar acquaintance with him. No agnastic blinded their understandings, and deadened
their hearts. They were worshippers of the one¢j\and true God. Happy children who have such fa-
thers! Happier children who are like such fathers!

They not only recognized God, bihiey owned Him in daily lifd take the expression, “God, before
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac didlk,” to mean that He was their God in common life. They
not only knelt before God when they prayed, buythelked before Him in everything. When they
went forth from their tents, and when they returfiean their flocks, they walked before God. They
were never away from His service, or without Hisgance. He was their dwelling place. Whether they
sojourned under an oak or dwelt by a well, whethey entertained strangers or walked in the field t
meditate, they lived and moved in God. This iskimel of life for you and for me; whether we live @n
great house or in a poor cottage, if we walk beféoel we shall lead a happy and a noble life, whethe
that life is public or obscure. Oh that our yourgple would firmly believe this!

They walked before God, that ihey obeyed His commandsis call they heard, His bidding they
followed. Abraham left country and kindred to gaato unknown land which God would show him; yes,
more, he took his son, whom he greatly loved, daddsprepared to sacrifice him at God’s command.
Isaac also yielded himself up to be slain, if seodah willed. To them the will of the Lord was para
mount; He was law and life to them, for they loveed feared Him. They were prompt to hear the be-
hests of God, and rose up early to fulfill themeytacted as in the immediate presence of the All-
Seeing.

To the fullthey trusted HimiIn this sense they always saw HiWle sometimes talk aboutacing
Him. We cannot trace Him, except as we trust Hingd because they trusted, they traced Him. Notwith-
standing all the danger and difficulty of theirgsim state, they dwelt in perfect security in arm@y’s
land, for the Lord had said, “Touch not Mine anethtand do My prophets no harm.” They were serene
and tranquil because they walked before God, kngwimm to be their friend, and that He was their
shield and their exceedingly great reward. For t@mlpthings they had no anxiety for they lived upon
the All-sufficient God. Therefore these two men,réfam and Isaac, though much tried, led peaceful
lives; they conversed with heaven while they sajedron earth.
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They enjoyed the favor of Goly this also is intended by walking before HimsHace was to-
wards them; they sunned themselves in His smilel's3ove was their true treasure. We read that God
had blessed Abraham in all things, and of Isaat\@s even the Philistines say, “We saw certairgy th
the Lord was with you.” God was their wealth, theirength, their exceeding joy. | say again, happy
sons who have such ancestors! Happier still if flodgw in their track!

So Jacob spoke of Abraham and Isaac, and so ca@ sbus speak of those who went before us.
Those of us who can look back upon godly ancestovsin heaven must feel that many ties bind us to
follow the same course of life. Had they transgedssgainst the Lord our duty would have calledaus t
quit the ways of the family, even as Abraham lé$tkindred who dwelt on the other side of the flpod
but as their way was right, we are doubly calletbttow it, because it is the good old way, and tay
our godly fathers trodThere is a charm about that which waszed by our fathersHeirlooms are
treasured, and the best heirloom in a family iskir@wvledge of God. When | spoke, the other dayh wit
a Christian brother, he seemed right happy tantellthat he sprang from a family which came from-Hol
land during the persecution of the Duke of Alvad &felt a brotherhood with him in claiming a likie-
scent. | dare say our fathers were poor weavetd, lad far rather be descended from one who sdfer
for the faith than bear the blood of all the empenithin my veins. There should be a sacredness to
you young people in the faith for which your anoestsuffered. Choose not the society of Egypt,itnd
wealth and honors, but keep to the stock of Israed, claim the inheritance of Jacob as Ephraim and
Manasseh did. Let it not be said that as your famitreased in riches it departed from the livingdG
Shall the goodness of God be perverted into a refms@apostasy?

The way of holiness in which your fathers wentifitting wayfor you, and it is seemly that you
maintain the godly traditions of your house. In thd times they expected sons to follow the secular
calling of their fathers, and although that mayrégarded as an old-world mistake, yet it is welewh
sons and daughters receive the same spirituabsdheir parents. Grace is not tied to familieg, y@i
the Lord delights to bless to a thousand generatidery far are we from believing that the newlbid
of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the lof man. The will of God reigns here supreme, abd
solute, but yet there is a sweet fitness in theipgson of holy loyalty from grandfather to fathand
from father to son. | like to feel that | serve Goidm my fathers.” | feel that it is right and cehy that
| should be found preaching out of my whole soel $ame doctrine which my grandfather and my fa-
ther preached, and equally fit that my sons shbeldound, as they are, preaching none other gospel
than that which we have received—"Jesus Christstmae yesterday, and today, and forever.” | say
again, if our fathers were wrong we ought boldlydissent from them, and obey God rather than man,
but where they are right we are bound to follownthé stood last Wednesday in a sort of dream as |
gazed upon my much-beloved grandfather’s placeepfilsher. | was encouraged by seeing the record
of his fifty-four years of service in the midst@fie church and people, and I rejoiced that, coaldde
from the dead, he would find his grandson preackiwag same old-fashioned and much-despised Cal-
vinistic doctrine of the grace of God which wasjoigin life and his comfort in death.

A godly ancestrycasts responsibilityipon young people. These Ephraims and Manassebsiyer
that their fathers knew the Lord, and the questioses, Why should they not know Him? O my beloved
young friends, the God of your fathers will be fduof you and be your God. The prayers of your fa-
thers have gone before you; let them be followegdayr own. Be hopeful of being heard at that mercy
seat where they found grace to help in every timeeed. They died in the hope that you would Figit
places; shall not their hopes become facts? D@alspo some who have godly parents in heaven, and
yet they are themselves pursuing the ways of siaf avorldliness? Registered upon that file are your
mother’s prayers. | trust they will yet be heardei& now they stand like a hedge about you, making i
hard work for you to go to hell. Will you force yoway to perdition over a father’'s grave? Will ydny,

a desperate effort, push aside your pleading mistfenm, and pursue your dreadful road to ruin8df
you will involve yourselves in tremendous guilbéseech you hear the tender voice of love which now
invites you to be blest.

A godly ancestry should invest a man’s case withat hopefulnessMay he not argue, “If God
blessed my ancestors, why should He not bless frte@yl sought mercy, and found it, why should He

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1972 A Bit of History for Old and Young 5

not me? My father and my mother were not perfety, raore than | am, but they had faith in God, and
He accepted them and helped them. If | have faif8od He will accept me, and be faithful to me.yhe
were saved as sinners trusting in the blood ofs]emud why should not I?” | beseech you put this ar
gument to the test, and you will find it hold good.

Il. Thus we have seen Jacob seeking to bless his geeelbing testimony to the blessings which
God had bestowed upon his house. Now he comesatonith PERSONAL MERCIES. The old man’s
voice faltered as he said, “The God which fed nhengl life long.” The translation would be bettentf
ran, “The God which shepherded me all my life 16ng.

He spoke of the Lord as his shephelacob had been a shepherd, and therefore hewhatxshep-
herding included; the figure is full of meaning.€Fb had been a good deal of Jacob about Jacolbeand
had tried to shepherd himself. Poor sheep thatds while under his own guidance he had been caught
in many thorns, and had, wandered in many wildeg®gsBecause he would be so much a shepherd to
himself, he had been hard put to it. But overdakpite his willfulness, the shepherding of theet@ant
God had been exercised towards him, and he ackdgedkeit. O dear saints of God, you to whom years
are being multiplied, give praise to your God fawvimg been your shepherd. You delight in the twenty
third Psalm, sing it sometimes with variations Isyng the past tense, “The Lord has been my Shepherd
and | have known no want. He has made me to liendowgreen pastures; He has led me beside the still
waters. Yes, though | have walked through the yallethe shadow of death in times of great darkness
yet | have feared no evil: for He has been with His,rod and His staff have comforted me.” Bearryou
witness to the shepherding of God, for this may lethers to become the sheep of His pasture.

This shepherding had been perfedur version rightly says that the Lord had fedabaall his life
long. Take that sense of it, and you who have by dauggle for subsistence will see much beauty. in
Jacob had a large family, and yet they were fednesof you say, “It is all very well of you to tatd
providence who have few to provide for.” | answers better still to talk of providence where age
household requires large provision. Remember Jaedbthirteen children, yet his God provided them
bread to eat and raiment to put on. None of thrgelaompany was left to starve. You think perhéas t
Jacob was a man of large estate. He was not so idhbegan life. He was only a working man, a shep-
herd. When he left his father's house he had rend¢ints with camels and tents. | suppose he carried
his little bit of provision in a handkerchief, amdhen he laid down that night to sleep, with a stfore
his pillow, the hedges for curtains, the heavemsie canopy, and the earth for his bed, he hatkaio
of being robbed. God was with him, but apart frams,the had nothing to begin life with but his own
hands. Whatever he received from his father Istieoraards, he had at first to fight his own wayt he
knew no lack either at the beginning or at the dadhe could speak of the great Elohim as “the God
which fed me all my life long.” Hundreds of us caay the same. | remember one who came to be
wealthy who used to show me with great pleasurdrdes axle of the truck in which he used to wheel
his goods through the streets when he began imésssi| liked to see him mindful of his originalird
you do not go and say, “See how | have got on byomy talents and industry!” Talk not so proudly,
but say, “God has fed me.” Mercies are all the sereghen seen to come from the hand of God.

But besides being fed Jacob had bleeheven as sheep are guided by the shepherd whdgtme
them. His journeys, for that period, had been uallgdong, perilous and frequent. He had fled from
home to Padanaram; after long years he had conmetbacanaan, and had met his brother Esau, and
after that, in his old age he had journeyed intgdEgTo go to California or New Zealand in theseds
is nothing at all compared to those journeys iroBacday. But he says, “God has shepherded meyall m
life long,” and he means that the great changéssoife had been wisely ordered. At home and ihegx
in Canaan and in Goshen, God had been a shephknahtdie sees the good hand of God upon him in
all his wanderings, until he now finds himselfiadtup on his bed and blessing Joseph throughohis. s
| am glad that he went into detail with these youman, for they needed to be confirmed in theirlfige
to God. They were in a perilous condition, for thed theentreeof the rank and fashion of Egypt, and
were tempted to forsake the poor family of the &l Some of you young fellows begin where your
fathers left off, and having the means of self-igdace, you are apt to follow the fashions andofriv
ties of the period. Oh that the Holy Spirit may malou feel that you want God with you with wealgh a
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much as your fathers needed God without wealth! M@y come to beggary yet with all your inher-
itance if you cast off the fear of the Lord and fato sin. You, who begin life with nothing but yo
own brains and hands, trusting in your father’'s Gabll yet have to sing as your fathers sang, Gbd
which fed me all my life long.” Young men and youngmen beginning life, | charge you seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness. It is n& 1d live without God; you miss the kernel, theatne
the crown of life if you miss the presence of Gbifle is but a bubble blown up of toil and troubléhwv
out God. Life ends in blighted hope if you have hope in God. But with God you are as a sheep avith
shepherd—cared for, guided, guarded, fed, andaledl your end shall be peace without end.

[Il. Thirdly, bear with me while | follow Jacob in hisond upon REDEEMING MERCIES. “The
Angel which redeemed me from all evil.” There wagéacob a mysterious Personage who was God, and
yet the Angel or messenger of God. He puts thiseAng apposition with Elohim, for this Angel was
God. Yet was He his Redeemer. He saw Him doingothee of the next-of-kin; though God, He was
his goel,and as his Kinsman, effected redemption for himecolh’s faith enabled him, like Job, to know
that his Redeemer lives. He saw that this coverma#senger had redeemed him from all evil, and he
magnified the name of the Lord who revealed Himsethis Angel. When he was in his sorest straits,
this Redeeming Angel always interposed. He feb iah evil state through the influence of his mather
and he did Esau serious wrong. He fled for his hied at that time there was a great gulf betwéen h
and God. Then that Angel came in, and bridged thkwgth a ladder by which he might rise to God.
The kinsman, God, came in, and showed him how blgesamight be crossed, so that he might return to
his God. When he was away in Padanaram he begsinkosery low, while chaffering with churlish
Laban. Then again the Angel came and said, “Getogdurom this land, and return unto the land of
your kindred.” The Redeeming Angel held back wralthfaban, and when Esau came to meet him in
hot anger the Angel specially appeared to Jacob.Alrfgel wrestled, as a Man, with Jacob to get Jacob
out of Jacob, and raise him into Israel. How maruslwas the redemption which was worked for him
that night at Jabbok! Jacob came forth from thdlmhimping, but he walked before the Lord fartbe
ter than before. That same mysterious person takbihim go down into Egypt with the promise that
He would go down with him. It was the Angel of Gegiresence who held His shield over Jacob, and
preserved him from all evil.

Brothers and sisters; let us also tell of the redeg mercies of the Lord Jesus towards us. He re-
deemed us on the bloody tree, but He has alsomeztkas from our death in sin. Do you remember the
place and time when Jesus first met with you? Rarmet. But blessed be the Redeeming Angel that
quickened me into spiritual life! | recall the ptaand time with pleasure. He redeemed us also from
despair; when, under a sense of sin, we could aret i hope, He came to us and showed us our gealin
in His wounds and our life in His death. Afterwarddien our corruptions began to arise, and we had a
hard battle to believe that such sinners were iddexed, the Redeeming Angel confirmed our faith,
and gave us inward strength. Do we not well rememiben He said unto us, “I have loved you with an
everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindnessyéd drawn you”? | want you to look back and re-
member the times when you were sick, and this ReoieeAngel so sweetly visited you that you were
half afraid to get well, for fear you should losesldresence; your bed had become a throne to you.

You remember, too, when that pinch came in busjresghat you could not see how to provide
things honest in the sight of all men; then Jesusaled His love and bade you think of the lilied ¢he
ravens, which neither spin nor sow, and yet arthetb majestically and fare sumptuously. Many a time
has the Lord delivered you because He delightgdin When you were likely to fall into sin, whenuwo
were very wrong in spirit, He beheld you in pitpdarestored your soul. Though you were so lukewarm
that He was ready to spue you out of His mouthHgknocked at your door, and when you admitted
Him He came in and supped with you, and your scas woon on fire with love to Him. He restored
your soul, and the love of your espousals came bagku. Blessed Redeemer, how graciously do You
deliver! Oh that we more often thought of the iptesitions of the loving Christ! He did not only s
us when He died, but He redeems us still by Hismdjypower. This is the sum of our life; the angkl o
the covenant has delivered us day by day, is déligeis, and will deliver us to the end. Do you wen
that we commend Him to our offspring, and desiredmmit them to His loving care? Young friends
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who know not the Savior, | would gladly lead youtlds Guardian Angel, this God-like Man who will
save you from all evil from this day forth and feeemore.

IV. Now comes the last point—I do not know if anyone fgane to sleep in this close atmosphere,
but if so, let him kindly wake up, for | have sonfew to say which will interest him. Jacob has spoke
of ancestral mercies, personal mercies and redgemarcies, and now he deals with FUTURE MER-
CIES, as he crieBless the lads.”He began with blessing Joseph, and he finishes @ssing his
lads. O dear friends, if God has blessed you, Mkgou will want Him to bless others. There is the
stream of mercy, deep, broad, and clear; you hawekcof it, and are refreshed, but it is as fulleasr.

It will flow on, will it not? You do not supposedhyou and | have dammed up the stream so as o kee
it to ourselves. No, it is too strong; too full taemm for that. It will flow on from age to age. Gwiill
bless others as He has blessed us. Unbelief wkisipat the true church will die out. Do not belietve
Christ will live, and His church will live with Hintill the heavens are no more. Has He not said; “Be
cause | live, you shall live also?” “Oh,” you sélgut we shall not see such holy men in the nexegan
tion as in past ages.” Why not? | hope the nextwaiflesee far better men than any of those who are
with us at this time. Pray that it may be so. ladtef the fathers, may there be the children, aagi m
these be princes before the Lord!

The stream of divine grace will flow on. Oh, thatriay take our sons and daughters in its course!
“Bless the lads.”Sunday school teachers, is not that a good prfaygou? Pray the Lord to bless the
lads and the lasses, because He has blessed yexe iShthe stream, it must flow somewhere; pray,
“Lord, make it flow to my family, and to my classFor Your mercy’s sake, gracious Lord, “bless the
lads.”

We need not say in what precise form or way thedohg shall come; let us leave it in all its bréadt
of inconceivable benediction. May the Lord bless yauth as only He can do it, and if He causes them
to fear and trust Him, He will be blessing all a&f @and blessing ages to come. Upon these Ephraiths a
Manassehs will depend the work of the Lord in tkarg to come. Therefore, with emphasis we pray,
“Bless the lads.” As for us, we are content to work saying, “Let Your work appear unto Your serv-
ants,” but our anxious desire is that our childmeay reap the result of our labors, and thereforad
“and Your glory unto their children.”

In closing, | wish to bear a personal testimonynlayrating an incident in my own life. | have been
preaching in Essex this week, and | took the opmift to visit the place where my grandfather
preached so long, and where | spent my earliess.dagst Wednesday was to me a day in which |
walked like a man in a dream. Everybody seemed déoimecall some event or other of my childhood.
What a story of divine love and mercy did it bringfore my mind! Among other things, | sat down in a
place that must ever be sacred to me. There stoot igrandfather’'s manse garden two arbors made of
yew trees, cut into sugar-loaf fashion. Thoughdltemanse has given way to a new one, and the old
chapel is gone also, yet the yew trees flourislafasetime. | sat down in the right hand arbor and |
thought of what had happened there many yearsVdben | was a young child staying with my grand-
father, there came to preach in the village Mr.IKmiho had been a missionary at St. Petersburg,aan
mighty preacher of the gospel. He came to preacth®London Missionary Society, and arrived on the
Saturday at the manse. He was a great soul-wiamer,he soon spied out the boy. He said to me,
“Where do you sleep, for | want to call you up e tmorning.” | showed him my little room. At six
o’clock he called me up, and we went into that arbbere, in the sweetest way, he told me of the lo
of Jesus, and of the blessedness of trusting in &fichloving Him in our childhood. With many a story
he preached Christ to me, and told me how good laoldbeen to him, and then he prayed that | might
know the Lord and serve Him. He knelt down in thdior and prayed for me with his arms about my
neck. He did not seem content unless | kept with ini the interval between the services, and hedhear
my childish talk with patient love. On Monday margihe did as on the Sabbath, and again on Tuesday.
Three times he taught me and prayed with me, afotdode had to leave, my grandfather had come
back from the place where he had gone to preachakhe family were gathered to morning prayer.
Then, in the presence of them all, Mr. Knill toole ran his knee, and said, “This child will one day
preach the gospel, and he will preach it to grealtitades. | am persuaded that he will preach m th
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chapel of Rowland Hill, where (I think he said)rhanow the minister.” He spoke very solemnly, and
called upon all present to witness what he sai@nTie gave me sixpence as a reward if | would learn
the hymn—

“God moves in a mysterious way

His wonders to perform.”
| was made to promise that when | preached in Roavhill’'s Chapel that hymn should be sung. Think
of that as a promise from a child! Would it everdtleer than an idle dream? Years flew by. Aftead h
begun for some little time to preach in London, Blexander Fletcher had to give the annual serroon t
children in Surrey Chapel, but as he was taken Was asked in a hurry to preach to the children.
“Yes,” | said, “I will, if the children will sing God moves in a mysterious way.’ | have made a ppemi
long ago that so that should be sung.” And so &;Wwareached in Rowland Hill's Chapel, and the hym
was sung. My emotions on that occasion | cannatrdes Still that was not the chapel which Mr. Knil
intended. All unsought by me, the minister at Wiottmder-Edge, which was Mr. Hill's summer resi-
dence, invited me to preach there. | went on thadition that the congregation should sing, “God
moves in a mysterious way"—which was also doneeAthat | went to preach for Mr. Richard Knill
himself, who was then at Chester. What a meetingpaet# Mark this! He was preaching in the theater!
His preaching in a theater took away from me all f@bout preaching in secular buildings, and set me
free for the campaigns in Exeter Hall and the SuMeisic Hall. How much this had to do with other
theater services you know—

“God moves in a mysterious way

His wonders to perform.”
After more than forty years of the Lord’s lovingakiness, | sat again in that arbor. No doubt itnsese
trifle for outsiders to hear, but to me it was arerwvhelming moment. The present minister of Stam-
bourne meeting house and the members of his familyding his son and his grandchildren, were in
the garden, and | could not help calling them thgetround that arbor, while | praised the LordHas
goodness. One irresistible impulse was upon nveastto pray God to bless those lads that stoochdrou
me. Do you not see how the memory begat the prdy@ehted them to remember when they grew up
my testimony of God’s goodness to me, and for saae reason | tell it to you young people who are
around me this morning. God has blessed me alifejoing, and redeemed me from all evil, and | pray
that He may be your God. You that have godly patdnivould specially address. | beseech you to fol-
low in their footsteps that you may one day spdath® Lord as they were able to do in their day- Re
member that special promise, “I love them that |Me, and those that seek Me early shall find Me.”
May the Holy Spirit lead you to seek Him this dagd you shall live to praise His name as Jacob did.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 47.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—916, 214.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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